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FORTRESS OF EUROPE

) s
Victorious in North Africa, the Allied armies #w had to
meet and defeat the German armies of the West. It was also
hoped to drive Italy out of the war, but both objectives
could not be accomplished in the same operation. Behind
the Alpine barrier, Nazi Germany could well feel secure
from our attack. Where General Eisenhower stood in the
summer of 1943, he had only two possible routes to Germany
—through Southern France where his maneuver would be
sharply restricted in the Rhone Valley or through Salonika
in Eastern Greece where the Wehrmacht would have had
the advantage of meeting both the Western Allies and the
Red Army on the same front. It was imperative that the
main United States and- British forces be concentrated in
the British Isles in preparation for a landing in France and
an advance across the plains of Western Europe,
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THE GREAT OCEAN

Here are the broadest water distances of Earth. The short route to Japan
across the top of the world was blocked by weather. So the Army and
Navy were compelled to step their way over the Equator to the down-
under lands of Australia and New Guinea and back up to the Philippines
and the Ryukyus. Vast as the Pacific Ocean is, it became the broad high-
way for American invasion forces when the Navy drove the remnants of
the defeated Japanese fleet back to their harbors after the battle of the
Philippines.































THEATERS OF OPERATIONS

The decision to pool the resources of the United States and Great
Britain in joint effort to defeat Germany, Italy and Japan was taken
in the initial War Conference between the President, the Prime Minister
~with their Chiefs of §
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