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APPIAN (Appianus) was a Greek ofticial
of Alexandria. He saw the Jewish rebellion
of A.p.116, and later became a Roman
citizen and advocate and received the
rank of eques (Knight). In his older years
he held a procuratorship. He died during
the reign of Antoninus Pius who was
emperor A.D.138-161. Honest admirer
of the Roman empire though ignorant of
the institutions of the earlier Roman
republic, he wrote, in the simple
‘common’ dialect, 24 books of ‘Roman
affairs’, in fact conquests, from. the
beginning to the times of Trajan (em-
peror A.n.98-117), arranged according
to races. We have fragments of books
[V, and of VIII and IX; we have lost X
and  XVII-XXIV; books VI-VII and
XI-XVII are complete, and are valuable
records of military history.



i







THE LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY

¥OUNDED BY JAMES LOEB, LL.D.

EDITED BY
iT. E. PAGE, c.H., LITT.D.
i E. CAPPS, pH.D., LL.D. +W. H. D. ROUSE, vrrrT.D.

L. A. POST, v.n.p. E. H. WARMINGTON, ».4., F.R,HIST.SOC.

APPIAN'S ROMAN HISTORY
111



‘=~ A~

P T = T e T B o B B

Digitized by Microsoft®



APPIAN’S ROMAN
HISTORY

WITH AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY
IIORACE WHITE, MA., LLD.

IN FOUR VOLUMES
III

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS
HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS
LONDON
WILLIAM HEINEMANN LTD

MCMLXIV




First printed 1913
Reprinted 1933, 1958, 1964

Printed in Great Britain



CONTENTS

THE CIVIL WARS
PAGE
BOOK L 0 .

BOOK II. . D 0 . . . .

BOOK IIX. 0 s , . . 5 o 5%



Digitized for Microsoft Corporation
by the Internet Archive in 2007.
From New York Public Library.
May be used for non-commercial, personal, research,
or educational purposes, or any fair use. '
May not be indexed in a commercial service.



NOTE

The last two volumes of the present edition have been
revised and prepared for the press by E. Iliff Robson, of
Christ’s College, Cambridge. The text is Viereck’s recension
of Mendelssohn, being the Teubner edition, Leipzig, 1905,
with a few unimportant changes of punctuation.



Digitized by Microsoft ®



APPIAN’S ROMAN HISTORY

THE CIVIL WARS
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APPIAN’S ROMAN HISTORY
THE CIVIL WARS

BOOK 1
InTRODUCTION

1. Tue plebeians and Senate of Rome were often
at strife with each other concerning the enactment
of laws, the cancelling of debts, the division of lands,
or the election of magistrates. Internal discord did
not, however, bring them to blows; there were dis-
sensions merely and contests within the limits of the
law, which they composed by making mutual con-
cessions, and with much respect for each other. Once
when the plebeians were entering on a campaign they
fell into a controversy of this sort, but they did not
use the weapons in their hands, but withdrew to
the hill, which from that time on was called the Sacred
Mount. FEven then no violence was done, but they
created a wmagistrate for their protection and called
him the Tribune of the Plebs, to serve especially as
a check upon the consuls, who were chosen by
the Senate,! so that political power should not be
exclusively in their hands. Irom this arose still

! The Consuls were not chosen by the Senate during the
republican era, but by the whole people.
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THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK I

greater bitterness, and the magistrates were arrayed 5%
in stronger animosity to each other from this time
on, and the Senate and plebeians took sides with
them, each believing that it would prevail over the
other by augmenting the power of its own magistrates.

It was in the midst of contests of this kind that
Marcius Coriolanus, having been banished contrary
to justice, took refuge with the Volsci and levied war 42
against his country.

2. This is the only case of armed strife that can
be found in the ancient seditions, and this was
caused by an exile. The sword was never carried
into the assembly, and there was no civil butchery
until Tiberius Gracchus, while serving as tribune 138
and bringing forward new laws, was the first to fall
a victim to internal commotion ; and with him many
others, who were crowded together at the Capitol
round the temple, were also slain. Sedition did not
end with this abominable deed. Repeatedly the
parties came into open conflict, often carrying
daggers; and from time to time in the temples, or the
assemblies, or the forum, some tribune, or praetor, or
consul, or candidate for those offices, or some person
otherwise distinguished, would be slain. Unseemly
violence prevailed almost constantly, together with
shameful contempt for law and justice. As the evil
gained in magnitude open insurrections against the
government and large warlike expeditions against
their country were undertaken by exiles, or criminals,
or persons contending against each other for some
office or military command. There arose chiefs
of factions quite frequently, aspiring to supreme
power, some of them refusing to disband the troops
entrusted to them by the people, others even hiring

5
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THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK I

forces against each other on their own account, o)
without public authority. Whenever either side first
got possession of the city, the opposition party made
war nominally against their own adversaries, but
actually against their country. They assailed it like

an enemy’s capital, and ruthless and indiscriminate
massacres of citizens were perpetrated. Some were
proscribed, others banished, property was confis-
cated, and prisoners were even subjected to excru-
ciating tortures.

3. No unseemly deed was left undone until, about
fifty years after the death of Gracchus, Cornelius g2
Sulla, one of these chiefs of factions, doctoring one
evil with another, made himself the sole master
of the state for a very long time. Such officials
were formerly called dictators—an office created in
the most perilous emergencies for six months only, and
long since fallen into disuse. But Sulla, although
nominally elected, became dictator for life by force
and compulsion. Nevertheless he became satiated
with power and was the first man, so far as I know, g;
holding supreme power, who had the courage to lay
it down voluntarily and to declare that he would 7
render an account of his stewardship toany who were
dissatisfied with it. And so, fora considerable period,
he walked to the forum as a private citizen in the
sight of all and returned home unmolested, so great
was the awe of his government still remaining in the
minds of the onlookers, or their amazement at his
laying it down. Perhaps they were ashamed to call
him to account, or entertained other good feeling
toward him, or a belief that his despotism had been
beneficial to the state.

Thus there was a cessation of factions for a short

7



APPIAN’S ROMAN HISTORY

SiA\a, xal xaxdy dvridogis Ny dr 6 Zuvlhas
elpydleror 4. pera 8¢ ZUANav adlis Spoa dvep-
pumritero, péxpe T'dios Kaloap, aiperip apxnv émt
\ 4 bd ’ ~ ~ 3 \
mo\U SuvacTebwy év Lalatia, Tis BovMijs alTov
3 4 / b4 ’ 9 A 7
amoféalar xehevovans aiTiwpevos ol Ty Soviijy,
} L, 4 2 A b3 4 \ ~
axxa Iloumrjiov, éxybpov dvra of xat oTpaTod
mepl T ‘Itakiay Hyoduevor, s Tis apxfs alTov
émtfBoviebovTa Tapaliew, mwpovtife. wpokNjoers
i) dupo Ta oTpaTelpara Eyew és Ths Exlpas Ty
3 ’ A ) 4 a b4 / A
agofiav jj xai Ioumrtov ols éyor pebévra idiw-
Tevely opolws Umo vopors. o mweilbwv & és oldé-
3 7 b - Y \ / 3
Tepa € Dalatias fhavver émi Tov Iopmniiov és
\ 7 b ’ b >\ A ’
T watpida, éeBaldy Te és adTyv kai Siwxwy
) / \ 4 s A 7 v
éxpuydvra mwepl Oeaaatiav éviknoe peydhy pdyn
Aapmpds xal édiwkey & AlyvmrTov vmodeiyorra.
3 "4 \ {4 \ 3 ~ 3 ’
avaipeévros 8¢ Ilopmniov mpos avdpdv Alyvrrriwy
b3 ~ H [ 4 b3 & ¥ \ 3
émavii\ev és ‘Pounp, éoTw a kal mept Alyvmrroy
épyagduevds Te kal émipetvas, uéxpt raTasti-
gaito alTf) Tovs Bacihéas. GTaci@TNY Te péyla-
? \ ’ \ T’ N
Tov, & Oia peyahovpyiav moheuikny Méyas émd-
vupov Ny, olTos On ,u.ci?»to"ra, morépov /cpa'.-rec
aa¢>wc xaﬂe?&wv, 0U8evos au'rw 9appovy~ros‘ els
OUSGV éTe qurevtrety, 86v~repoq émi SUANg SukTdTwp
és 7'0 Sane/cec 17,06977 mu ordoes adfis rare-
TavovTo wacai, éoTe xal Towde BpodTos xai
Kdaaios &ire e Tijs &pxﬁc ToU peyéfous kal
7r09co Tis TaTpiov 7ro7u,"reLa9 év Td Bov)\ev'rnpuu
KaTéxavov, Sn/Lon/carra'roy /au epﬂrezpéTaTov apxis
yevouevor. & yé Tow Ofipos adTov pdliaTa TdVTOY

8



THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK 1

time while Sulla lived, and a compensation for the 2
evils which he had wrought, 4. but after his death
similar troubles broke out and continued until
Gaius Caesar, who had held the command in Gaul ¢
by election for some years, when ordered by the
Senate to lay down his command, excused himself on
the ground that this was not the wish of the Senate,
but of Pompey, his enemy, who had command of an
army in Italy, and was scheming to depose him. So
he sent proposals that either both should retain their
armies, so that neither need fear the other’s enmity,
or that Pompey also should dismiss his forces and live
asa private citizen under the laws in like manner with
himself. Both suggestions being refused, he marched
from Gaul against Pompey into Roman territory,
entered Rome, and finding Pompey fled, pursued
him into Thessaly, won a brilliant victory over him in
a great battle,! and followed him to Egypt. After
Pompey had been slain by certain Egyptians Caesar
set to work on Egyptian affairs and remained there
until he could settle the dynasty of that country.
Then he returned to Rome. Having overpowered
by war his principal rival, who had been surnamed
the Great on account of his brilliant military exploits,
he now ruled without disguise, nobody daring any
longer to dispute with him about anything, and was
chosen, next after Sulla, dictator for life. ~Again all
civil dissensions ceased until Brutus and Cassius,
envious of his great power and desiring to restore 4
the government of their fathers, slew in the Senate-
house one who had proved himself truly popular,and
most experienced in the art of government. The
people certainly mourned for him greatly. They

1 At Pharsalus.
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THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK 1

scoured the city in pursuit of his murderers, buried 3¢
him in the middle of the forum, built a temple on
the site of his funeral pyre, and offer sacrifice to
him as a god.

5. And now civil discord broke out again worse
than ever and increased enormously. Massacres, 43
banishments, and proscriptions of both senators and
knights took place straightway, including great
numbers of both classes, the chiefs of factions
surrendering their enemies to each other, and for
this purpose not sparing even their friends and
brothers ; so much did animosity toward rivals over-
power the love of kindred. So in the course of
events the Roman empire was partitioned, as though
it had been their private property, by these three
men: Antony, Lepidus, and the one who was first
called Octavius, but afterward Caesar from his
relationship to the other Caesar and adoption in his
will. Shortly after this division they fell to
quarrelling among themselves, as was natural, and
Octavius, who was the superior in understanding and
skill, first deprived Lepidus of Africa, which had 36
fallen to his lot, and afterward, as the result of the
battle of Actium, took from Antony all the provinces a1
lying between Syria and the Adriatic gulf. There-
upon, while all the world was filled with astonish-
ment at these wonderful displays of power, he sailed
to Egypt and took that country, which was the
oldest and at that time the strongest possession of
the successors of Alexander, and the only one
wanting to complete the Roman empire as it now
stands. In immediate consequence of these exploits 27
he was, while still living, the first to be regarded by

11
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the Romans as ‘august,’! and to be called by them 2
¢« Augustus.” He assumed to himself an authority
like Caesar’s over the country and the subject nations,
and even greater than Caesar’s, no longer needing
any form of election, or authorization, or even the pre-
tence of it. His government proved both lasting and
masterful, and being himself successful in all things
and dreaded by all, he left a lineage and succession
that held the supreme power in like manner after him.

6. Thus, out of multifarious civil commotions, the
Roman state passed into harmony and monarchy. To
show how these things came about I have written
and compiled this narrative, which is well worth the
study of those who wish to know the measureless
ambition of men, their dreadful lust of power, their
unwearying perseverance, and the countless forms of
evil. Anditis especially necessary for me to describe
these things beforehand since they are the prelim-
inaries of my Egyptian history, and will end where
that begins, for Egypt was seized in consequence
of this last civil commotion, Cleopatra having joined
forces with Antony. On account of its magnitude
I have divided the work, first taking up the events
that occurred from the time of Sempronius Gracchus
to that of Cornelius Sulla ; next, those that followed
to the death of Caesar. The remaining books of the
civil wars treat of those waged by the triumvirs
against each other and the Roman people, up to the
grand climax of these conflicts, the battle of Actium
fought by Octavius Caesar against Antony and
Cleopatra together, which will be the beginning of
the Egyptian history.

! The title *“ Augustus” definitely connoted monarchical
power. We might paraphrase ¢ as His Majesty.”
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1

7. Tue Romans, as they subdued the Italian chae.
peoples successively in war, used to seize a part of
their lands and build towns there, or enrol colonists pocaa™®
of their own to occupy those already existing, and
their idea was to use these as outposts;! but of the
land acquired by war they assigned the cultivated part
forthwith to the colonists, or sold or leased it. Since
they had no leisure as yet to allot the part which then
lay desolated by war (this was generally the greater
part), they made proclamation that in the meantime
those who were willing to work it might do so for
a toll of the yearly crops, a tenth of the grain and
a fifth of the fruit. From those who kept flocks
was required a toll of the animals, both oxen and
small cattle. They did these things in order to
multiply the Italian race, which they considered the
most laborious of peoples, so that they might have
plenty of allies at home. But the very opposite
thing happened ; for the rich, getting possession of
the greater part of the undistributed lands, and
being emboldened by the lapse of time to believe
that they would never be dispossessed, absorbing
any adjacent strips and their poor neighbours’
allotments, partly by purchase under persuasion and
partly by force, came to cultivate vast tracts instead
of single estates, using slaves as labourers and
herdsmen, lest free labourers should be drawn from
agriculture into the army. At the same time the
ownership of slaves brought them great gain from
the multitude of their progeny, who increased because

1 Appian is neither clear nor convincing here. He seems to

confuse war-colonies and peace-colonies, those founded as * pro-
pugnacula’ and those which grew up on conquered territory.
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they were exempt from military service. Thus cmar
certain powerful men became extremely rich and !
the race of slaves multiplied throughout the country,
while the Italian people dwindled in numbers and
strength, being oppressed by penury, taxes, and
military service. If they had any respite from these
evils they passed their time in idleness, because the
land was held by the rich, who employed slaves
instead of freemen as cultivators.

8. For these reasons the people became troubled
lest they should no longer have suflicient allies of
the Italian stock, and lest the government itself
should be endangered by such a vast number of
slaves. As they did not perceive any remedy, for
it was not easy, nor in any way just, to deprive men
of so many possessions they had held so long,
including their own trees, buildings, and fixtures, a s.c. 367
law was at last passed with difficulty at the instance The Licin.
of the tribunes, that nobody should hold more than "™
500 jugeral of this land,? or pasture on it more than
100 cattle or 500 sheep. To ensure the observance
of this law it was provided also that there should be
a certain number of freemen employed on the
farms, whose business it should be to watch and
report what was going on.

Having thus comprehended all this in a law, they
took an oath over and above thelaw,and fixed penalties
for violating it, and it was supposed that the remaining
land would soon be divided among the poor in small
parcels. But there was not the smallest considera-
tion shown for the law or the oaths. The few who
seemed to pay some respect to them conveyed their
lands to their relations fraudulently, but the greater

1 About 330 acres
4 «Of this land” (ager publicus), not land in general.
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part disregarded it altogether, 9. till at length
Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus, an illustrious man,
eager for glory, a most powerful speaker, and for

CHAP.,

B.C. 183
Agrar.

these reasons well known to all, delivered an eloquent 11;,, T sler

discourse, while serving as trlbune, concerning the
Italian race, lamenting that a people so valiant in
war, and related in blood to the Romans, were declin-
ing little by little into pauperism and paucity of
numbers without any hope of remedy. He in-
veighed against the multitude of slaves as useless in
war and never faithful to their masters, and adduced
the recent calamity brought upon the masters by
their slaves in Sicily,) where the demands of agri-
culture had greatly increased the number of the
latter ; recalling also the war waged against them by
the Romans, which was neither easy nor short, but
long-protracted and full of vicissitudes and dangers.
After speaking thus he again brought forward the
law, providing that nobody should hold more than the
500 jugera of the public domain. But he added a pro-
vision to the former law, that the sons of the
occupiers might each hold one-half of that amount,
and that the remainder should be divided among
the poor by three elected commissioners,? who should
be changed annually.

10. This was extremely disturbing to the rich
because, on account of the triumvirs, they could no
longer disregard the law as they had done before;
nor could they buy the allotments of others, because
Gracchus had provided against this by forbidding
sales. They collected together in groups, and made
lamentation, and accused the poor of appropriating

1 The reference is to the slave rebellion in 133,
8 Triumuviri agris dividendis.
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the results of their tillage, their vineyards, and their
dwellings. Scme said that they had paid the price of
the land to their neighbours. Were they to lose the
money with the land ? Others said that the graves
of their ancestors were in the ground, which had
been allotted to them in the division of their fathers’
estates. Others said that their wives’ dowries had
been expended on the estates, or that the land had
been given to their own daughters as dowry. Money-
lenders could show loans made on this security. All
kinds of wailing and expressions of indignation were
heard at once. On the other side were heard the
lamentations of the poor—that they were being
reduced from competence to extreme penury, and
from that to childlessness, because they were unable
to rear their offspring. They recounted the military
services they had rendered, by which this very land
had been acquired, and were angry that they should
be robbed of their share of the common property.
They reproached the rich for employing slaves, who
were always faithless and ill-disposed and for that
reason unserviceable in war, instead of freemen,
citizens, and soldiers. While these classes were thus
lamenting and indulging in mutual accusations, a
great number of others, composed of colonists, or in-
habitants of the free towns, or persons otherwise
interested in the lands and who were under like
apprehensions, flocked in and took sides with their
respective factions. Emboldened by numbers and
exasperated against each other they kindled con-
siderable disturbances, and waited eagerly for the
voting on the new law,some intending to prevent its
enactment by all means, and others to enact it at all
costs. In addition to personal interest the spirit of
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rivalry spurred both sides in the preparations they
were making against each other for the appointed
day.

)1’1. What Gracchus had in his mind in proposing
the measure was not money, but men. Inspired
greatly by the usefulness of the work, and believing
that nothing more advantageous or admirable could
ever happen to Italy, he took no account of the
difficulties surrounding it. When the time for voting
came he advanced many other arguments at consider-
able length and also asked them whether it was not
just to let the commons divide the common
property ; whether a citizen was not worthy of more
consideration at all times than a slave; whether
a man who served in the army was not more useful
than one who did not; and whether one who
had a share in the country was not more likely to be
devoted to the public interests. He did not dwell
long on this comparison between freemen and slaves,
which he considered degrading, but proceeded at
once to a review of their hopes and fears for the
country, saying that the Romans possessed most
of their territory by conquest, and that they had
hopes of occupying the rest of the habitable world ;
but now the question of greatest hazard was, whether
they should gain the rest by having plenty of brave
men, or whether, through their weakness and mutual
jealousy, their enemies should take away what they
already possessed. After exaggerating the glory and
riches on the one side and the danger and fear on
the other, he admonished the rich to take heed, and
said that for the realization of these hopes they
ought to bestow this very land as a free gift, if
necessary, on men who would rear children, and not,
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by contending about small things, overlook larger CHAr.
ones; especially since for any labour they had spent '
they were receiving ample compensation in the
undisputed title to 500 jugera each of free land, in a

high state of cultivation, without cost, and half as
much more for each son in the case of those who

had sons. After saying much more to the same
purport and exciting the poor, as well as others who

were moved by reason rather than by the desire for
gain, he ordered the clerk to read the proposed law.

12. Marcus Octavius, however, another tribune, The tribuu.
who had been induced by those in possession of the Octavius
lands to interpose his veto (for among the Romans vill
the negative veto always defeats an affirmative
proposal), ordered the clerk to keep silence.
Thereupon Gracchus reproached him severely
and adjourned the comitia to the following
day.! Then he stationed near himself a sufficient
guard, as if to force Octavius against his will, and
ordered the clerk with threats to read the proposed
law to the multitude. He began to read, but when
Octavius again forbade he stopped. Then the tribunes
fell to wrangling with each other, and a considerable
tumult arose among the people. The leading
citizens besought the tribunes to submit their con-
troversy to the Senate for decision. Gracchus seized
on the suggestion, believing that the law was accept-
able to all well-disposed persons, and hastened to
the senate-house. But, as he had only a few
followers there and was upbraided by the rich, he
ran back to the forum and said that he would take
the vote at the comitia of the following day, both on
the law and on the official rights of Octavius, to deter-

1! There is probably a gap in the text here.
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mine whether a tribune who was acting contrary to cHAP.
the people’s interest could continue to hold office.

And this Gracchus did ; for when Octavius, nothing
daunted, again interposed, Gracchus proposed to take

the vote on him first.

When the first tribe voted to abrogate the magis-
tracy of Octavius, Gracchus turned to him and begged
him to desist from his veto. As he would not yield,
he took the votes of the other tribes. There were
thirty-five tribes at that time. The seventeen that
voted first passionately supported the motion. If
the eighteenth should do the same it would make
a majority. Again did Gracchus, in the sight of the
people, urgently importune Octavius in his present
extreme danger not to prevent a work which was most
righteous and useful to all Italy, and not to frustrate
the wishes so earnestly entertained by the people,
whose desires he ought rather to share in his character
of tribune,and not to risk the loss of his office by public
condemnation. After speaking thus he called the gods Gracchus_
to witness that he did not willingly do any despite to P b'm
his colleague. As Octavius was still unyielding he
went on taking the vote. Octavius was forthwith
reduced to the rank of a private citizen and slunk
away unobserved. Quintus Mummius was chosen
tribune in his place, and the agrarian law was
enacted.

13. The first triumvirs appointed to divide the The bill
land were Gracchus himself, the proposer of the law, 2%
his brother of the same name,! and his father-in-law,
Appius Claudius, since the people still feared that
the law might fail of execution unless Gracchus
should take the lead with his whole family. Gracchus

1 Gajus Gracchus, at this time 20 years of age.
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became immensely popular by reason of the law and cuar.
was escorted home by the multitude as though he !
were the founder, not of a single city or race, but of

all the nations of Italy. After this the victorious
party returned to the fields from which they had
come to attend to this business. The defeated ones
remained in the city and talked the matter over,
feeling aggrieved, and saying that as soon as Gracchus
should become a private citizen he would be sorry
that he had done despite to the sacred and inviolable
office of tribune, and had sown in Italy so many
seeds of future strife.

14

14. It was now summer, and the election of cHAP.
tribunes was imminent. As the day for voting
approached it was very evident that the rich had &% 1
earnestly promoted the election of those most e
inimical to Gracchus. The latter, fearing that evil tribunes
would befall if he should not be re-elected for the
following year, summoned his friends from the fields
to attend the election, but as they were occupied
with harvest he was obliged, when the day fixed for
the voting drew near, to have recourse to the
plebeians of the city. So he went around asking
each one separately to elect him tribune for the
ensuing year, on account of the danger he was
incurring for them. When the voting took place
the first two tribes pronounced for Gracchus. The
rich objected that it was not lawful for the same
man to hold the office twice in succession. The
tribune Rubrius, who had been chosen by lot to
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preside over the comitia, was in doubt about it, and cmae.
Mummius, who had been chosen in place @i
Octavius, urged him to hand over the comitia to his
charge. This he did, but the remaining tribunes
contended that the presidency should be decided by
lot, saying that when Rubrius, who had been chosen

in that way, resigned, the casting of lots ought to be
done over again by all. As there was much strife
over this question, Gracchus, who was getting the
worst of it, adjourned the voting to the following
day. Inutter despair he went about in black, though
still in office, and led his son around the forum and
introduced him to each man and committed him to
their charge, as if he himself felt that death, at the
hands of his enemies, were at hand.

15. The poor when they had time to think were
moved with deep sorrow, both on their own account
(for they believed that they were no longer to live ina
free estate under equal laws, but would be reduced to
servitude by the rich), and on account of Gracchus
himself, who was in such fear and torment in their
behalf. So they all accompanied him with tears to
his house in the evening, and bade him be of good
courage for the morrow. Gracchus cheered up,
assembled his partisans before daybreak, and com-
municated to them a signal to be displayed if there
were need for fighting. He then took possession of Riot on the
the temple on the Capltohne hill, wheie the voting Capitoline
was to take place, and occupied the middle of the
assembly. As he was obstructed by the other
tribunes and by the rich, who would not allow the
votes to be taken on this question, he gave the
signal. There was a sudden shout from those who
knew of it, and violence followed. Some of the
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partisans of Gracchus took position around him like CHAP.
body-guards. Others, having girded up their cloaks,
seized the fasces and staves in the hands of the
lictors and broke them in pieces. They drove the
rich out of the assembly with such disorder and
wounds that the tribunes fled from their places in
terror, and the priests closed the doors of the temple.
Many ran away pell-mell and scattered wild rumours.
Some said that Gracchus had deposed all the other
tribunes, and this was believed because none of them
could be seen. Others said that he had declared
himself tribune for the ensuing year without an
election.

16. In these circumstances the Senate assem-
bled at the temple of Fides. It is astonishing to
me that they never thought of appointing a dictator
in this emergency, although they had often been
protected by the government of a single ruler in such
times of peril; but a resource which had been found
most useful in former times was never even recollected
by the people, either then or later. After reaching
such decision as they did reach, they marched up to
the Capitol, Cornelius Scipio Nasica, the pontifex
maximus, leading the way and calling out with a loud
voice, ¢ Let those who would save our country follow
me.” He wound the border of his toga about his
head either to induce a greater number to go with
him by the singularity of his appearance, or to make
for himself, asit were, a helmet as a sign of battle for
those who saw it,or in order to conceal himself from
the gods on account of what he was about to do.
When he arrived at the temple and adviniced against
the partisans of Gracchus they yielded out of regard for
so excellent a citizen, and because they observed the
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Senators following with him. The latter wresting crap.
their clubs out of the hands of the Gracchans them-

selves, or breaking up benches and other furniture

that had been brought for the use of the assembly,

began beating them, and pursued them, and drove

them over the precipice.l In the tumult many of

the Gracchans perished, and Gracchus himself, vainly
circling round the temple,? was slain at the door Death of
close by the statues of the kings. All the bodies Srcchus
were thrown by night into the Tiber.

17. So perished on the Capitol, and while still

tribune, Gracchus, the son of that Gracchus who was
twice consul, and of Cornelia, daughter of that Scipio
who robbed Carthage of her supremacy. He lost his
life in consequence of a most excellent design too
violently pursued; and this abominable crime, the
first that was perpetrated in the public assembly, was
seldom without parallels thereafter from time to time.
On the subject of the murder of Gracchus the city
was divided between sorrow and joy. Some mourned
for themselves and for him, and deplored the present
condition of things, believing that the common-
wealth no longer existed, but had been supplanted
by force and violence. Others considered that their
dearest wishes were accomplished.

111

18. Tuese things took place at the time when cHaP.
Aristonicus was contending with the Romans for the '
government of Asia; but after Gracchus was slain * 182
and Appius Claudius died, Fulvius Flaccus and

1 Appian seems to mean not the slopes of the Capitoline

Hill but the Tarpeian rock. He evidently exaggerates.
2 Or ‘“‘huddled up near the temple” of Jupiter Capitolinus.
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Papirius Carbo were appointed, in conjunction with crap.
the younger Gracchus, to divide the land. As the i
persons in possession neglected to hand in lists of Litigacan
their holdings, a proclamation was issued that Zaw of
informers should furnish testimony against them.
Immediately a great number of embarrassing law-
suits sprang up. Wherever a new field adjoining an
old one had been bought, or divided among the
allies, the whole district had to be carefully inquired
into on account of the measurement of this one
field, to discover how it had been sold and how
divided. Not all owners had preserved their con-
tracts, or their allotment titles, and even those that
were found were often ambiguous. When the land
was resurveyed some owners were obliged to give
up their fruit-trees and farm-buildings in exchange
for naked ground. Others were transferred from
cultivated to uncultivated lands, or to swamps, or
pools. In fact, the land having originally been so
much loot, the survey had never been carefully done.
As the origiral proclamation authorized anybody to
work the undistributed land who wished to do so,
many had been prompted to cultivate the parts
immediately adjoining their own, till the line of
demarcation between public and private had faded
from view. The progress of time also made many
changes. Thus the injustice done by the rich,
although great, was not easy to ascertain. So there
was nothing but a general turn-about, all parties
being moved out of their own places and settling
down in other people’s.

19. The Italian allies who complained of these s.0.120
disturbances, and especially of the lawsuits hastily
brought against them, chose Cornelius Scipio, the

37



APPIAN’S ROMAN HISTORY

OAP. nfwvv 7rpoa'7a1'1)v o-quv a&xou,u,evwv yevéobar.
0 &8 és Tols 7ro7\e,u.ovs‘ avv’ots‘ rcexp'r],u.eyoq 'n'poGU,uo-
TdTols Umepidety Te @rvnoe kai wapefov els To
Bovhevtijpror Tov pev Tpdryov véuov odk éreve
Sua Tov Sfjpor cadds, Thv 8¢ Tolde Svoyépetav
émeEvav HElov Tas Slkas obk émi TéY SiarpovvTwv
as vmomTwy Tols Sikalouévors, AAN €’ érépwv
Méyeabar. & &) xai pd\icTa éreicev, elvat
SoxotyTe Steaiw: xal TovdiTavos adrols vratedwy
€800n Surdletv. dAN 88e uév arduevos Tob Epyou
kal Ty Svaxépeiav iBov ém’ "IA\upiovs éaTpdTeve,
wpdpaaiy Tivde motoUuevos Tob w1 Siwaler oi Sé
Ty iy Oiavéuovtes, ovx amavrdvros és adTovs
oddevos és Sikmy, émi dpylas foav. wai uioos
évretfer Tipkato els Tov Srimiova Tod Sfjuov ral
ayavdkTnas, 6T adTov ayamijoavtes émiplivws
kal TwOMAG Tols OduvaTois fvavTiwOévtes Umép
avrod Imardy Te Sis éNouevor wapavduws, vwep
Tov ItaMoTdr avrimempaydTa odiow édpov.
TadTa &, 6ot Tob Skumiwvos foav éxbpol, kaTi-
Sovres éBowr, ds Msoar Tov Tpdryov vouov drws
Sieyvwrws péhot moAy éml T@de Evomhov pévoy
e’pfydo'aaﬁtu.

20. Qv o Sfjpos daxpoduevos eSe&eL, wéxpes o
Zm'mwy, éo-vrepas' Wapaﬁe,u.evoe €auT@d BGNroz/,
els Hy vuKTOS e,ue)»Xe fypa\{rew Ta Xexﬂr)aop,eva év
T Bnpw, VGI{POS‘ dvev Tpau;um'oq evpéln, elte
Kopvr]?waq aUTw, 'rns‘ Tpdwyov unTpés, e7rt9€,u,evr)9,
wa py o vo,u.os* o Fpa/cxov hv@em, kal ocul\a-
Bobons és TobTo eumpwrias Ths QuyaTtpés, i) TG
38




THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK I

destroyer of Carthage, to defend them against these CHAP.
grievances. As he had availed himself of their very
zealous support in war he was reluctant to disregard ‘Acelrﬂiﬂmws
their request. So he came into the Senate, and sebints
although, out of regard for the plebeians, he did not —
openly find fault with the law of Gracchus, he ex-
patiated on its difficulties and urged that these causes
should not to be decided by the triumvirs, because
they did not possess the confidence of the litigants,

but should be assigned to other courts. As his view
seemed reasonable, they yielded to his persuasion,

and the consul Tuditanus was appointed to give
judgment in these cases. But when he took up

the work he saw the difficulties of it, and marched
against the Illyrians as a pretext for not acting as
judge, and since nobody brought cases for trial
before the triumvirs they remained idle. From this
cause hatred and indignation arose among the people
against Scipio because they saw a man,in whose favour

they had often opposed the aristocracy and incurred
their enmity, electing him consul twice contrary to

law, now taking the side of the Italian allies against
themselves. When Scipio’s enemiescobserved this, they
cried out that he was determined to abolish the law

of Gracchus utterly and for that end was about to
inaugurate armed strife aud bloodshed.

20. When the people heard these charges they His myster-
were in a state of alarm until Scipio, after placing '°%®
near his couch at home one evening a tablet on
which to write during the night the speech he
intended to deliver before the people, was found
dead in his bed without a wound. Whether this
was done by Cornelia, the mother of the Gracchi
(aided by her daughter, Sempronia, who though
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married to Scipio was both unloved and unloving ciap.
because she was deformed and childless), lest the I
law of Gracchus should be abolished, or whether, as
some think, he committed suicide because he saw
plainly that he could not accomplish what he had
promised, is not known. Some say that slaves
under torture testified that unknown persons were
introduced through the rear of the house by night
who suffocated him, and that those who knew about

it hesitated to tell because the people were angry
with him still and rejoiced at his death.

So died Scipio, and although he had been of s.c.12
extreme service to the Roman power he was not even
honoured with a public funeral ; so much does the
anger of the present moment outweigh gratitude for
the past. And this event, sufficiently important in
itself, took place as a mere incident of the sedition
of Gracchus.

21. Even after these events those who were in
possession of the lands postponed the division on
various pretexts for a very long time. Some proposed
that all the Italian allies, who made the greatest resist-
ance to it, should be admitted to Roman citizen-
ship so that, out of gratitude for the greater favour,
they might no longer quarrel about the land. The
Italians were ready to accept this, because they
preferred Roman citizenship to possession of the
fields. Fulvius Flaccus, who was then both consul s.c. 123
and triumvir, exerted himself to the utmost to bring
it about, but the senators were angry at the thought
of making their subjects equal citizens with them-
selves.

For this reason the attempt was abandoned, and +.c. 124
the populace, who had been so long in the hope of
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acquiring land, became disheartened. While they crar.
were in this mood Gaius Gracchus, who had made !
himself agreeable to them as a triumvir, offered Sus,
himself for the tribuneship. He was the younger clected
brother of Tiberius Gracchus, the promoter of the Teng
law, and had been quiet for some time after his
brother’s death, but since many of the senators
treated him scornfully he announced himself as a
candidate for the office of tribune. Being elected
with flying colours he began to lay plots against the
Senate, and made the unprecedented suggestion that
a monthly distribution of corn should be made to
each citizen at the public expense. Thus he quickly
got the leadership of the people by one political
measure, in which he had the cooperation of Fulvius
Flaccus. Directly after that he was chosen tribune
for the following year, for in cases where there was
not a sufficient number of candidates the law
authorized the people to choose further tribunes
from the whole body of citizens.

22. Thus Gaius Gracchus was tribune a second
time. Having bought the plebeians, as it were, he
began, by another like political manceuvre, to court
the equestrian order, who hold the middle place
between the Senate and the plebeians. He trans- Hegivesths
ferred the courts of justice, which had become udicial’
discredited by reason of bribery, from the senators to the knights
the knights, reproaching the former especially with
the recent examples of Aurelius Cotta, Salinator, and,
third in the list, Manius Aquilius (the subduer of
Asia), all notorious bribe-takers, who had been
acquitted by the judges, although ambassadors sent
to complain of their conduct were still present, going
around uttering bitter accusations against them.
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The Senate was extremely ashamed of these things cHAP.
and yielded to the law, and the people ratified it.
In this way were the courts of justice transferred from
the Senate to the knights. It is said that soon after
the passage of this law Gracchus remarked that he
had broken the power of the Senate once for all, and
the saying of Gracchus received a deeper and deeper
significance by the course of events. For this power
of sitting in judgment on all Romans and Italians,
including the senators themselves, in all matters as
to property, civil rights, and banishment, exalted the
knights to be rulers over them, and put senators on
the level of subjects. Moreover, as the knights voted
in the election to sustain the power of the tribunes,
and obtained from them whatever they wanted in
return, they became more and more formidable to the
senators. So it shortly came about that the political
mastery was turned upside down, the power being
in the hands of the knights, and the honour only
remaining with the Senate. The knights indeed went
so far that they not only held power over the senators,
but they openly flouted them beyond their right.
They also became addicted to bribe-taking, and when
they too had tasted these enormous gains, they
indulged in them even more basely and immoderately
than the senators had done. They suborned accusers
against the rich and did away with prosecutions for
bribe-taking altogether, partly by agreement among
themselves and partly by open violence, so that the
practice of this kind of investigation became entirely
obsolete. Thus the judiciary law gave rise to another
struggle of factions, which lasted a long time and
was not less baneful than the former ones.

23. Gracchus also made long roads throughout Italy
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and thus put a multitude of contractors and artisans CHAP.
under obligations to him and made them ready to do '
whatever he wished. He proposed the founding of
numerous colonies. He also called on the Latin Hedemands
allies to demand the full rights of Roman citizenship, omar
. ] : p
since the Senate could not with decency refuse this for Italian
privilege to men of the same race. To the other 2!
allies, who were not allowed to vote in Roman
elections, he sought to give the right of suffrage, in

order to have their help in the enactment of laws

which he had in contemplation. The Senate was

very much alarmed at this, and it ordered the
consuls to give the following public notice, ¢ Nobody

who does not possess the right of suffrage shall stay

in the city or approach within forty stades!? of it while

voting is going on concerning these laws.” The
Senate also persuaded Livius Drusus, another tribune,

to interpose his veto against the laws proposed by
Gracchus, but not to tell the people his reasons for

doing so; for a tribune was not required to give
reasons for his veto. In order to conciliate the

people they gave Drusus the privilege of founding

twelve colonies, and the plebeians were so much
pleased with this that they scoffed at the laws
proposed by Gracchus.

24. Having lost the favour of the rabble, Gracchus s.c. 122
sailed for Africa in company with Fulvius Flaccus, He sails for
who, after his consulship, had been chosen tribune Afict with
for the same reasons as Gracchus himself. It had been Flaccus
decided to send a colony to Africa on account of its
reputed fertility, and these men had been expressly
chosen the founders of it in order to get them out of
the way for a while, so that the Senate might have a

1 A short five miles.
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respite from demagogism. They marked out the crap.
city for the colony on the place where Carthage !
had formerly stood, disregarding the fact that Scipio,
when he destroyed it, had devoted it with solemn
imprecations to sheep-pasturage for ever. They
assigned 6000 colonists to this place, instead of the
smaller number fixed by law, in order further to
curry favour with the people thereby. When they
returned to Rome they invited the 6000 from the
whole of Italy. The functionaries who were still in
Africa laying out the city wrote home that wolves
had pulled up and scattered the boundary marks
made by Gracchus and Fulvius, and the soothsayers
considered this an ill omen for the colony. So the
Senate summoned the comitia, in which it was
proposed to repeal the law concerning this colony.
When Gracchus and Fulvius saw their failure in
this matter they were furious, and declared that the
Senate had lied about the wolves. The boldest of
the plebeians joined them, carrying daggers, and
proceeded to the Capitol, where the assembly was
to be held in reference to the colony.

25. Now the people had come together already,and Rioting m
Fulvius had begun speaking about the business in popgiare®
hand, when Gracchus arrived at the Capitol attended
by a body-guard of his partisans. Conscience-
stricken by what he knew about the extraordinary
plans on foot he turned aside from the meeting-
place of the assembly, passed into the portico, and
walked about waiting to see what would happen.
Just then a plebeian named Antyllus, who was
sacrificing in the portico, saw him in this disturbed
state, laid his hand upon him, either because he had
heard or suspected something, or was moved to
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speak to him for some other reason, and begged him gp,p
to spare his country. Gracchus, still more disturbed, M
and startled like one detected in a crime, gave the
man a sharp look. Then one of his party, although

no signal had been displayed or order given, inferred
merely from the angry glance that Gracchus
cast upon Antyllus that the time for action had
come, and thought that he should do a favour to
Gracchus by striking the first blow. So he drew his
dagger and slew Antyllus. A cry was raised, the
dead body was seen in the midst of the crowd, and

all who were outside fled from the temple in fear of

a like fate.

Gracchus went into the assembly desiring to
exculpate himself of the deed, but nobody would so
much as listen to him. All turned away from him as
from one stained with blood. So both he and Flaccus
were at their wits’ end and, having lost through
this hasty act the chance of accomplishing what
they wished, they hastened to their homes, and their
partisans with them. The rest of the crowd occupied
the forum after midnight as though some calamity
were impending, and Opimius the consul who was
staying in the city,ordered an armed force to gather in
the Capitol at daybreak, and sent heralds to convoke
the Senate. He took his own station in the temple
of Castor and Pollux in the centre of the city and
there awaited events.

26. When these arrangements had been made
the Senate summoned Gracchus and Flaccus from
their homes to the senate-house to defend them-
selves. But they ran out armed toward the Aven-
tine hill, hoping that if they could seize it first the
Senate would agree to some terms with them. Asthey
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ran through the city they offered freedom to the cmAP.
slaves, but none listened to them. With such forces !
as they had, however, they occupied and fortified the
temple of Diana, and sent Quintus, the son of
Flaccus, to the Senate seeking to come to an arrange-
ment and to live in harmony. The Senate replied
that they should lay down their arms, come to the
senate-house, and tell them what they wanted, or
else send no more messengers. When they sent
Quintus a second time the consul Opimius arrested
him, as being no longer an ambassador after he had
been warned, and at the same time sent his armed
men against the Gracchans.

Gracchus fled across the river by the wooden sc. 121

bridge! with one slave to a grove, and there, being on Death of
the point of arrest, he presented histhroat to the slave. SASC%ILTWE
Flaccus took refuge in the workshop of an acquaint-
ance. As his pursuers did not know which house
he was in they threatened to burn the whole row.
The man who had given shelter to the suppliant
hesitated to point him out, but directed another
man to do so. Flaccus was seized and put to death.
The heads of Gracchus and Flaccus were carried to
Opimius, and he gave their weight in gold to those
who brought them, but the people plundered their
houses. Opimius then arrested their fellow-conspira-
tors, cast them into prison, and ordered that they
should be strangled ; but he allowed Quintus, the son
of Flaccus, to choose his own mode of death. After
this a lustration of the city was performed for the
bloodshed, and the Senate ordered the building of a
temple to Concord in the forum.

! The Pons Sublicius, which rested on wooden piles.
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Iv

27. Tuus the sedition of the younger Gracchus CHAP.
came to an end. Not long afterward a law was
enacted to permit the holders to sell the land about Si‘;‘i‘;;}'
which they had quarrelled; for even this had been i law
forbidden by the law of the elder Gracchus. At
once the rich began to buy the allotments of the
poor, or found pretexts! for seizing them by force.

So the condition of the poor became even worse than
it was before, until Spurius Thorius, a tribune of the
people, brought in a law providing that the work of
distributing the public domain should no longer be
continued, but that the land should belong to those
in possession of it, who should pay rent for it to the
people, and that the money so received should be
distributed; and this distribution was a kind of solace
to the poor, but it did not help to increase the
population. By these devices the law of Gracchus
—a most excellent and useful one,if it could have been
carried out—was once for all frustrated, and a little
later the rent itself was abolished at the instance of
another tribune. So the plebeians lost everything, and
hence resulted a still further decline in the numbers
both of citizens and soldiers, and in the revenue from
the land and the distribution thereof and in the
allotments themselves ; and about fifteen years after
the enactment of the law of Gracchus, by reason =s.c. 118
of a series of lawsuits, the people were reduced to
unemployment.?

! The Greek seems corrupt here. Read, perhaps, rais xal
Tafs ; ‘‘found various pretexts.”

2 The reading is not certain. Perhaps we should under-

stand ‘‘[the Commissioners for distributing the land] were
reduced to idleness by a series of lawsuits.”
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28. About this time the consul Scipio [Nasica]
demolished the theatre begun by Lucius Cassius, and
now nearly finished, because he considered this also a
likely source of new seditions, or because he thought
it far from desirable that the Romans should
become accustomed to Grecian pleasures. The
censor, Quintus Caecilius Metellus, attempted to
degrade Glaucia, a senator, and Apuleius Saturninus,
who had already been a tribune, on account of their
disgraceful mode of life, but was not able to do so
because his colleague would not agree toit. Accord-
ingly Apuleius, a little later, in order to have revenge
on Metellus, became again a candidate for the tribune-
ship, seizing the occasion when Glaucia held the
office of praetor, and presided over the election of
the tribunes; but Nonius,a man of noble birth, who
used much plainness of speech in reference to
Apuleius and reproached Glaucia bitterly, was
chosen for the office. They, fearing lest he should
punish them as tribune, made a rush upon him with
a crowd of ruffians just as he was going away from
the comitia, pursued him into an inn, and stabbed
him. As this murder bore a pitiful and shocking
aspect, the adherents of Glaucia came together
early the next morning, before the people had
assembled, and elected Apuleius tribune.

In this way the killing of Nonius was hushed
up, since everybody was afraid to call Apuleius to ac-
count because he was a tribune ; 29. and Metellus also
was banished by his enemies with the help of Gaius
Marius, who was then in his sixth consulship, and
was his secret enemy. Thus they all worked with
each other. Then Apuleius brought forward a law
to divide the land which the Cimbri (a Celtic tribe
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lately driven out by Marius) had seized in the country crae.
now called Gaul by the Romans, and which was
considered as now no longer Gallic but Roman
territory. It was provided also in this law that, if
the people should enact it, the senators should take

an oath within five days to obey it, and that any one
who should refuse to do so should be expelled from
the Senate and should pay a fine of twenty talents

for the benefit of the peopie. Thus they intended

to punish those who should take it with a bad grace,
and especially Metellus, who was too high-spirited

to submit to the oath. Such was the proposed law.
Apuleius appointed the day for holding the comitia
and sent messengers to inform those in country
districts, in whom he had most confidence, because
they had served in the army under Marius. As the
law gave the larger share to the Italian allies the
city people were not pleased with it.

30. A disturbance broke out in the comitia. Sedition of
Those who attempted to prevent the passage of the SAﬁﬂlri?:ui
laws proposed by the tribunes were assaulted by
Apuleius and driven away from the rostra. The
city crowd exclaimed that thunder was heard in the
assembly, in which case it is not permitted by Roman
custom to finish the business that day. As the
adherents of Apuleius nevertheless persisted, the
city people girded themselves, seized whatever clubs
they could lay their hands on, and dispersed the
rustics. The latter were rallied by Apuleius; they
attacked the city folks with clubs, overcame them,
and passed the law. As soon as this was done
Marius, as consul, proposed to the Senate that they
should consider the question of the oath. Knowing
that Metellus was a man of stiff opinions and resolute
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about anything he either felt or had committed
himself to by word of mouth, he himself first gave
his own opinion publicly, but hypocritically, saying
that he would never willingly take this oath himself.
When Metellus had agreed with him in this, and the
others had approved them both, Marius adjourned
the Senate. On the fifth day thereafter (the last
day prescribed in the law for taking the oath) he
called them together in haste about the tenth hour,
saying that he was afraid of the people because they
were so zealous for the law. He saw a way, however,
to avoid it, and he proposed the following trick—to
swear that they would obey this law as far as it was
a law, and thus at once disperse the country people
by stratagem. Afterward it could be easily shown
that this law, which had been enacted by violence
and after thunder had been reported, contrary to the
custom of their ancestors, was not really a law.

31. After speaking thus he did not wait for the
result, but while all were in silent amazement at the
plot, and confused because there was no time to be
lost, giving them no opportunity for thinking, he rose
and went to the temple of Saturn, where the quaes-
tors were accustomed to administer oaths, and took
the oath first with his friends. The rest followed
his example, as each one feared for his own safety.
Metellus alone refused to swear, but stood fearlessly
by his first determination. Apuleius at once on the
next day sent his officer for him and tried to drag
him out of the senate-house. But when the other
tribunes defended him Glaucia and Apuleius hastened
to the country people and told them that they would
never get the land, and that the law would not
be executed, unless Metellus were banished. They
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then proposed a decree of banishment against him cuar.
and directed the consuls to interdict him from fire, !V
water, and shelter, and appointed a day for the rati- 5ipishment
fication of this decree. Great was the indignation of
the city people, who constantly escorted Metellus,
carrying daggers. He thanked them and praised
them for their good intentions, but said that he
could not allow any danger to befall the country on
his account. After saying this he withdrew from
the city. Apuleius got the decree ratified, and
Marius made proclamation of the contents of the
decree.

32. In this way was Metellus, a most admirable
man, sent into banishment. Thereupon Apuleius
was tribune a third time and had for a colleague
one who was thought to be a fugitive slave, but who
claimed to be a son of the elder Gracchus, and the
multitude supported him in the election because
they regretted Gracchus. When the election for
consuls came on Marcus Antonius was chosen as one
of them by common consert, while the aforesaid
Glaucia and Memmius contended for the other place.
Memmius was the more illustrous man by far, and
Glaucia and Apuleius were anxious about the
result. So they sent a gang of ruffians to attack
him with clubs while the election was going on, who Murder of
fell upon him in the midst of the comitia and beat @mius
him to death in the sight ot all.

The assembly was broken up in terror. Neither
laws nor courts nor sense of shame remained. The
people ran together in anger the following day
intending to kill Apuleius, but he had collected
another mob from the country and, with Glaucia
and Gaius Saufeius, the quaestor, seized the Capitol.
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The Senate voted them public enemies. Marius was cHAP.
vexed ; nevertheless he armed some of his forces IV
reluctantly, and, while he was delaying, some other f;‘g*;};;’;;};‘
persons cut off the water-supply from the Capitoline
temple. Saufeius was near perishing with thirst

and proposed to set the temple on fire, but Glaucia

and Apuleius, who hoped that Marius would assist
them, surrendered first, and after them Saufeius.

As everybody demanded that they should be put to
death at once, Marius shut them up in the senate-
louse as though he intended to deal with them in a
more legal manner. The crowd considered this a
mere pretext, tore the tiles off the roof, and stoned
them to death, including a quaestor, a tribune, and

a praetor, who were still wearing their insignia of
office.

33. Very many others were swept out of existence Reign of
in this sedition. Among them was that other ™™
tribune who was supposed to be the son of Gracchus,
and who perished on the first day of his magistracy.
Freedom, democracy, laws, reputation, official posi-
tion, were no longer of any use to anybody, since
even the office of tribune, which had been devised
for the restraint of wrong-doers and the protection of
the plebeians, and was sacred and inviolable, now was
guilty of such outrages and suffered such indignities.
When the party of Apuleius was destroyed the
Senate and people clamoured for the recall of
Metellus, but Publius Furius, a tribune who was not
the son of a free citizen but of a freedman, boldly
resisted them. Not even Metellus, the son of Metel-
lus, who besought him in the presence of the people
with tears in his eyes, and threw himself at his feet,
could move him. From this dramatic appearance the
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son ever afterward bore the name of Metellus Pius. cHAP.
The following year Furius was called to account for
his obstinacy by the new tribune, Gaius Canuleius.
The people did not wait for his excuses, but tore
Furius in pieces. Thus every year some new
abomination was committed in the forum. Metellus,
however, was allowed to return, and it is said that
a whole day was not sufficient for the greetings of
those who went to meet him at the city gates.

B.C. 99

A

Such was the third civil strife (that of Apuleius) cHAP.
which succeeded those of the two Gracchi, and such V
the results it brought to the Romans. 34. While %égé’;c?;
they were thus occupied the so-called Social War, War
in which many Italian peoples were engaged,
broke out. It began unexpectedly, grew rapidly
to great proportions and extinguished the Roman
seditions for a long time by a new terror. When it
was ended it also gave rise to new seditions under
more powerful leaders, who did not work by intro-
ducing new laws, or by the tricks of the demagogue,
but by matching whole armies against each other.

I have treated it in this history because it had its
origin in the sedition in Rome and resulted in
another much worse. It began in this way.

Fulvius Flaccus in his consulship first and foremost =.c. 125
openly excited amongthe Italians the desire for Roman
citizenship, so as to be partners in the empire in-
stead of subjects. When he introduced this idea
and strenuously persisted in it, the Senate, for that
reason, sent him away to take command in a war, in

67



APPIAN’S ROMAN HISTORY

CAP. ébeméudOn Sia Tobe. év 7 Ths Imatelas az’;'ra")
3€8a7ravrmevns‘, o 8¢ Kal Sr;,uapxew efheto per
admyy kat Empake yevéolar ovv Tpdeye 76 vew-
Tépw, Toudbe alia Umép Tiis Tralias éodpépovti
rakelvep.,  avaipebévrowr 8¢ audolv, ds po
mpoelpnTal, woONY pa@Nhov npébigTo % ‘Iraiia
oite yap nklovw év Vmnréwy avTi KowwvdY elvar
wéper obre DPhdxrov rai Tpdryov Imép adrdv
moMTebovTas Towdde Tabeiv.

35. 'Emri 8¢ éreivors ral AtBios Apodaos Snuap-
x&y, dvip émpavéoTatos éx yévous, Senbelar Tols
‘IrahidTars vopov adbis éoeveyrelv mepl Tis
wo\iTelas Uméoyeror ToUTou vyap 8y pdhioTa
émefipovy s évi Tdde adrixa Tyeudves dvri
dmrnrdwy éaduevor. 6 8¢ Tov Sfjuov és TobTo Tpole-
pamebwy UmiyeTo amoiwials moANais & Te T
"IraXiav kal SwweNiav éyrpbiopévas pév éx mon-
Nod, yeyovviais 8¢ olmrw. Tijv Te Bovyy kail Tods
[7r7re'a9, ol pdiioTa 37‘7 ToTE &7\7\7)’)\05- dwr Ta &t-
/caaﬂ;pta Sceqbepowro, em KoLwd vo,u.co gvvayayeiv
e7rebpa~ro, o-a¢ws~ pév od Suvduevos & Ty Bou)n;y
ewavevey/cew Ta SikacTipa, Texvaé‘wv 8 és
efca"repouq 0. TOV Bou?\ev'rwu ota 'Taq O'TaO'ELS‘
TOTE GYTWY /.LoMc aupl Tovs 'rpta/coowovq, e'repovg
Tocovcde avTois 4mo TRV mmwéwy ewm/ewo
apioTivony mwpookaTakeyijvar xat éx TOVSe wdv-
TV é 'rb péMNov eivar Ta SikacTipiar  edfbvas
Te ém’ avTdY 'yb'yveagal 8wpo$oma,9 rpoae'ypmj)ev,
ryx?\*r);m'roq {oa &y ral dyvoovuévov Sa 1o éfos
s dvpodorias avédny émimoralovans.

68



THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK I

the course of which his consulship expired ; but he cuap,
obtained the tribuneship after that and contrived to Vv
have the younger Gracchus for a colleague, with ®¢ 12
whose co-operation he brought forward other
measures in favour of the Italians. When they were s.c.121
both killed, as I have previously related, the Italians

were still more excited. They could not bear to be
considered subjects instead of equals, or to think

that Flaccus and Graechus should have suffered such
calamities while working for their political advantage.

35. After them the tribune Livius Drusus, a man s.c. 01
of most illustrious birth, promised the Italians, at Measures of
their urgent request, that he would bring forward a pryeus
new law to give them citizenship. They especially
desired this because by that one step they would
become rulers instead of subjects. In order to
conciliate the plebeians to this measure he led out to
Italy and Sicily several colonies which had been
voted some time before, but not yet planted. He
endeavoured to bring together by an agreement the
Senate and the equestrian order, who were then in
sharp antagonism to each other, in reference to the
law courts. As he was not able to restore the courts
to the Senate openly, he tried the following artifice
to reconcile them. As the senators had Dbeen
reduced by the seditions to scarcely 300 in number,
he brought forward a law that an equal number,
chosen according to merit, should be added to their
enrolment from the knights, and that the courts of
justice should be made up thereafter from the whole
number. He added a clause in the law that they
should make investigations about bribery, as accusa-
tions of that kind were almost unknown, since the
custom of bribe-taking prevailed without restraint.
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This was the plan that he contrived for both of crap.
them, but it turned out contrary to his expectations,
for the senators were indignant that so large a
number should be added to their enrolment at one
time and be transferred from knighthood to the
highest rank. They thought it not unlikely that
they would form a faction in the Senate by them-
selves and contend against the old senators more
powerfully than ever. The knights, on the other
hand, suspected that, by this doctoring, the courts of
justice would be transferred from their order to the
Senate exclusively. Having acquired a relish for
the great gains and power of the judicial office, this
suspicion disturbed them. Most of them, too, fell
into doubt and distrust toward each other, discussing
which of them seemed more worthy than others to
be enrolled among the 300 ; and envy against their
betters filled the breasts of the remainder. Above
all the knights were angry at the revival of the
charge of bribery, which they thought liad been ere
this entirely suppressed, so far as they were con-
cerned.

36. Thus it came to pass that both the Senate and s.c. 1
the knights, although opposed to each other, were
united in hating Drusus. Only the plebeians were
gratified with the colonies. Even the Italians, in
whose especial interest Drusus was devising these
plans, were apprehensive about the law providing for
the colonies, because they thought that the Roman
public domain (which was still undivided and which
they were cultivating, some by force and others
clandestinely) would at once be taken away from
them, and that in many cases they might even be
disturbed in their private holdings. The Etruscans
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and the Umbrians had the same fears as the Italians,! cuap,
v

and when they were summoned to the city, as was
thought, by the consuls, for the ostensible purpose
of complaining against the law of Drusus, but
actually to kill him, they cried down the law pub-
licly and waited for the day of the comitia. Drusus
learned of the plot against him and did not go out
frequently, but transacted business from day to day
in the atrium of his house, which was poorly lighted.
One evening as he was sending the crowd away he
exclaimed suddenly that he was wounded, and fell
down while uttering the words. A shoemaker’s
knife was found thrust into his hip.

37. Thus was Drusus also slain while serving as
tribune. The knights, in order to make his policy a
ground of vexatious accusation against their enemies,
persuaded the tribune Quintus Varius to bring
torward a law to prosecute those who should, either
openly or secretly, aid the Italians to acquire citizen-
ship, hoping thus to bring all the senators under an
odious indictment, and themselves to sit in judg-
ment on them, and that when they were out of the
way they themselves would be more powerful than
ever in the government of Rome. When the other
tribunes interposed their veto the knights surrounded
them with drawn daggers and enacted the measure,
whereupon accusers at once brought actions against
the most illustrious of the senators. Of these Bestia
did not respond, but went into exile voluntarily
rather than surrender himself into the hands of his
enemies. After him Cotta went before the court,

1 Until the end of the third century B.c. the word *‘ Italy ”
applied only to that part of the peninsula south of Etruria
and Umbria.
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made an impressive defence of his administration of CHAP.
public affairs, and openly reviled the knights. He,

too, departed from the city before the vote of the
judges was taken. Mummius, the conqueror of
Greece, was basely ensnared by the knights, who
promised to acquit him, but condemned him to
banishment. He passed the remainder of his life at
Delos.

38. As this malice against the aristocracy grew Continued
more and more, the people were grieved because *edition
they were deprived all at once of so many distin-
guished men who had rendered such great services.
When the Italians learned of the murder of Drusus
and of the reasons alleged for banishing the others,
they considered it no longer tolerable that those who
were labouring for their political advancement should
suffer such outrages, and as they saw no other means
of acquiring citizenship they decided to revolt from
the Romans altogether, and to make war against
them with might and main. They sent envoys
secretly to each other, formed a league, and ex-
changed hostages as a pledge of good faith.

The Romans were in ignorance of these facts for a
long time, being busy with the trials and the
seditions in the city. When they heard what was going
on they sent men round to the towns, choosing
those who were best acquainted with each, to collect
information quietly. One of these agents sawa young
man who was being taken as a hostage from the town
of Asculum to another town, and informed Servilius,
the praetor, who was in those parts. (It appears that
there were praetors with consular power at that time
governing the various parts of Italy; the emperor
Hadrian revived the custom a long time afterward, but
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it did not long survive him.) Servilius hastened to cmap.
Asculum andindulged invery menacinglanguage tothe
people, who were celebrating a festival, and they, sup-
posing that the plot was discovered, put him to death,

They also killed Fonteius, his legate (for so they call
those of the senatorial order who accompany the
governors of provinces as assistants). After these

were slain none of the other Romans in Asculum

were spared. The inhabitants fell upon them,
slaughtered them all, and plundered their goods.

39. When the revolt broke out all the neighbour- s.c. 90
ing peoples declared war at the same time, the Revoltof
Marsi, the Peligni, the Vestini, the Marrucini ; and i L
after them the Picentines, the Frentani, the Hirpini,
the Pompeiians, the Venusini, the Apulians, the
Lucanians, and the Samnites, all of whom had been
hostile to the Romans before; also all the rest
extending from the river Liris (which is now, I think,
the Liternus)to the extremity of the Adriatic gulf,both
inland and on the sea coast.! They sent ambassadors
to Rome to complain that although they had co-
operated in all ways with the Romans in building up
the empire, the latter had not been willing to admit
their helpers to citizenship. The Senate answered
sternly that if they repented of what they haddonethey
could send ambassadors, otherwvise not. The Italians,
in despair of any other remedy, went on with their
mobilization. Besides the soldiers which were kept
for guards at each town, they had forces in common
amounting to about 100,000 foot and horse. The
Romans sent an equal force against them, made up of
their own citizens and of the Italian peoples who
were still in alliance with them.

3 Appian’s geography is here inexact.
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40. The Romans were led by the consuls Sextus
Julius Caesar and Publius Rutilius Lupus, for in this
great civil war both consuls marched forth at once,
leaving the gates and walls in charge of others, as
was customary in cases of danger arising at home and
very near by. When the war was found to be com-
plex and many-sided, they sent their most renowned
men as lientenant-generals to aid the consuls: to
Rutilius, Gnaeus Pompeius, the father of Pompey
the Great, Quintus Caepio, Gaius Perpenna, Gaius
Marius, and Valerius Messala; to Sextus Caesar,
Publius Lentulus, a brother of Caesar himself, as well
as Titus Didius, Licinius Crassus, Cornelius Sulla, and
Marcellus. All these served under the consuls and
the country was divided among them. The consuls
visited all parts of the field of operations, and the
Romans sent them additional forces continually,
realizing that it was a serious conflict. The Italians had
generals for their united forces besides those of the
separate towns. The chief commanders were Titus
Lafrenius, Gaius Pontilius, Marius Egnatius, Quintus
Pompaedius, Gaius Papius, Marcus Lamponius, Gaius
Vidacilius, Herius Asinius,and Vettius Scaton. They
divided their army in equal parts, took their positions
against the Roman generals, performed many notable
exploits, and suffered many disasters. The most
memorable events of either kind I shall here
summarize.

41. Vettius Scaton defeated Sextus Julius, killed
2000 of his men, and marched against Aesernia, which
adhered to Rome. L. Scipio and L. Acilius, who
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were in command here, escaped in the disguise of cnAP.
slaves. The enemy, after a considerable time,
reduced it by famine. Marius Egnatius captured
Venafrum by treachery and slew two Roman cohorts
there. Publius Presentaeus defeated Perpenna,
who had 10,000 men under his command, killed
4000 and captured the arms of the greater part of
the others, for which reason the consul Rutilius
deprived Perpenna of his command and gave his
division of the army to Gaius Marius. Marcus
Lamponius destroyed some 800 of the forces under
Licinius Crassus and drove the remainder into the
town of Grumentum.

42. Gaius Papius captured Nola by treachery
and offered to the 2000 Roman soldiers in it
the privilege of serving under him if they would
change their allegiance. They did so, but their
officers refusing the proposal were taken prisoners
and starved to death by Papius. He also captured
Slabiae, Minervium?! and Salernum, which was a
Roman colony. The prisoners and the slaves from
these places were taken into the military service.
But when he also plundered the entire country
around Nuceria, the towns in the vicinity were
struck with terror and submitted to him, and when
he demanded military assistance they furnished him
about 10,000 foot and 1000 horse. With these
Papius laid siege to Acerrae. When Sextus Caesar,
with 10,000 Gallic foot and Numidian and Maure-
tanian horse and foot, advanced towards Acerrae,
Papius took a son of Jugurtha, formerly king of

1 Surrentum.

81



CAP.
v

APPIAN’'S ROMAN HISTORY

"O&dvrar, vibv ’onépﬁou To0 Nouddwv moté
Bamhewe, oo Pm,uauov év Oveuouam qu?La'r'ro-
pevov, fyayer éx Tis Odevovaias xal 7rept6’ecs‘
adT woppipav Baw?\um;u émredeinvy Ba/m/a Tols
No,ua:n Tols Gy Kawapt. TONAGY & wS‘ 7rpos‘
i8ov Bacinéa alroporodvtwr abpéws, Tovs uév
Nocvmrovs 6y NopdSwr @s vmomrovs 6 Kaloap és
ALBﬁnv dmémepnpre, Haatfou oé 'n'ekdaawoe avTe
ooy fca-raqﬁpavﬁaeb /ccu wépos 76n Tod Xapafcog
&aa'rrwwoq, Tovs (mméas emre,u,\]fas' KaT dN\as
7rv7\a,9 éxTelve TOD Harwv 7T€pL efafcmxmbous‘
ral éml T hawap v éE Axeppwv uueé’euyvvev,
Ouz&ua)\m) 8 év Iavrvrym 7rpoaen0€v-ro I\aVUO'LOL
ral Ouevovawt xal érepar moNeLs onKaL. 'rwas'
8¢ ral amelfovaas éEemohiopret, kal T&Y év adTals
Popaiwv Tovs wév émipavels éxtewe, Tovs ¢
871/1.67‘&9 xai SoUNovs e’anu’Teve.

43 ‘Povriios 8¢ o vrm'os‘ xal Patoq Mdpios
em To0 Alptos wotapod fyeqbupas‘ és SLa,Baaw et
ol moANoD StacTijuaTos am AAMjAwY émyvurTo-
ral Ol’ze"r'rwc Skdrwv adrols o’wfeo"rpa'ro'/ré&ve
Tapa THY I\Iapwu ,u.aMcr'm fyeqbvpav Enabé Te
VUKTOS TEpL TRV Pov'n?»bov fyed)upav Koxouq év
ddpayEw évedpevoas. dua & E€p Tov ‘Povrihov
Stenbety  Umepildov  avéatnoe Tas évédpas «kal
ToOANOVS pev éxTewer émi Tod Enpod, moAlovs & és
Tov moTapov xardoer: 8 e ‘Poutiltos adTos év
T®0e T Tovw Béher Tpwlels & Ty xepakjy per
O\iyov dmébave. ral Mdpios, émi Ths érépas dv
yeplpas 10 cvpBav éx TAV Pepopévwv xatd TO
0~ / 3 XA \ > A\ L
pebpa coudtev elkdoas Tovs v mogiv doarto

82



THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK I

Numidia, named Oxynta, who was under charge of caap.
a Roman guard at Venusia, led him out of that
place, clothed him in royal purple, and showed him
frequently to the Numidians who were in Caesar’s
army. Many of them deserted, as if to their own
king, so that Caesar was obliged to send the rest
back to Africa, as they were not trustworthy. But
when Papius attacked him contemptuously, and had
already made a breach in his palisaded camp, Caesar
debouched with his horse through the other gates

and slew about 6000 of his men, after which Caesar
withdrew from Acerrae. Canusia and Venusia and s.c. 90
many other towns in Apulia sided with Vidaciljus.
Some that did not submit he besieged, and he put

to death the principal Roman citizens in them, but

the common people and the slaves he enrolled in his
army.

43. The consul Rutilius and Gaius Marius built The Consul
bridges over the river Lirisl at no great distance fyiits
from each other. Vettius Scaton pitched his camp
opposite them, but nearer to the bridge of Marius,
and placed an ambush by night in some ravines
near the bridge of Rutilius. Early in the morning,
after he had allowed Rutilius to cross the bridge,
he started up from ambush and killed a large
number of the enemy on the dry land and drove
many into the river. In this fight Rutilius himself
was wounded in the head by a missile and died soon
afterward. Marius was on the other bridge and
when he guessed, from the bodies floating down
stream, what had happened, he drove back those in
his front, crossed the river, and captured the camp

! Really the Tolenus.
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of Scaton, which was guarded by only a small force, CHAP.
so that Scaton was obliged to spend the night where
he had won his v1ct01}, and to retreat in the morn-
ing for want of provisions. The body of Rutilius
and those of many other patricians were brought to
Rome for burial. The corpses of the consul and his
numerous comrades made a piteous spectacle and
the mourning lasted many days. The Senate decreed
from this time on that those who were killed in war
should be buried where they fell, lest others should
be deterred by the spectacle from entering the army.
When the enemy heard of this they made a similar
decree for themselves.

Vi

44, Tuere was no successor to Rutilius in the CHAP.
consulship for the remainder of the year, as Sextus | .
Caesar did not have leisure to go to the city and death of
hold the comitia. The Senate appointed C. Marius & Cacpio
and Q. Caepio to command the forces of Rutilius in
the field. The opposing general, Q. Popaedius, fled
as a pretended deserter to this Caepio. He brought
with him and gave as a pledge two slave Dbabies,
clad with the purple-bordered garments of free-born
children, pretending that they were his own sons.

As further confirmation of his good faith he brought
masses of lead plated with gold and silver. He
urged Caepio to follow him in all haste with his
army and capture the hostile army while destitute of
a leader, and Caepio was deceived and followed him.
When they had arrived at a place where the ambush
had been laid, Popaedius ran up to the top of a hill
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as though he were searching for the enemy, and gave criap.
his own men a signal. The latter sprang out of their
concealment and cut Caepio and most of his force in
pieces ; so the Senate joined the rest of Caepio’s army

to that of Marius.

45. While Sextus Caesar was passing through a pefeat of
rocky defile with 30,000 foot and 5000 horse Marius goros
Egnatius suddenly fell upon him and drove him back
into it. He retired, borne on a litter, as he was ill,
to a certain stream where there was only one bridge,
and there he lost the greater part of his force and
the arms of the survivors, only escaping to Teanum
with difficulty, where he armed the remainder of his
men as best he could. Reinforcements were sent
to him speedily and he marched to the relief of
Acerrae, which was still besieged by Papius.

There, though their camps were pitched opposite suna
each other, neither dared to attack the other, 46, but 9efeats the
Cornelius Sulla and Gaius Marius defeated the Mar-
sians, who had attacked them. They pursued the
enemy vigorously as far as the walls enclosing their
vineyards. The Marsians scaled these walls with
heavy loss, but Marius and Sulla did not deem it wise
to follow them farther. Cornelius Sulla was encamped
on the other side of these enclosures, and when he
knew what had happened he came out to meet the
Marsians, as they tried to escape, and he also killed
a great number. More than 6000 Marsians were
slain that day, and the arms of astill greater number
were captured by the Romans.

The Marsians were rendered as furious as wild
beasts by this disaster. They armed their forces
again and prepared to march against the enemy, but
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did not dare to take the offensive or to begin a battle. cHAP.
They are a very warlike race, and it is sald that no V!
triumph was ever awarded for a victory over them
except for this single disaster. There had been up

to this time a saying, “ No triumph over Marsians or
without Marsians.”

47. Near Mount Falernus, Vidacilius, T. Lafrenius
and P. Vettius united their forces and defeated
Gnaeus Pompeius, pursuing him to the city of Fir-
mum. Then they went their several ways, and
Lafrenius besieged Pompeius, who had shut himself
up in Firmum. The latter at once armed his remain-
ing forces, but did not come to an engagement;
when, however, he learned that another army was
approaching, he sent Sulpicius round to take Lafre-
nius in the rear while he made a sally in front.
Battle was joined and both sides were in much
distress, when Sulpicius set fire to the enemy’s camp.
When the latter saw this they fled to Asculum in
disorder and without a general, for Lafrenius had
fallen in the battle. Pompeius then advanced and
laid siege to Asculum.

48. Asculum was the native town of Vidacilius, and peath of
as he feared for its safety he hastened to its relief Vidacilius
with eight cohorts. He sent word beforehand to
the inhabitants that when they should see him
advancing at a distance they should make a sally
against the besiegers, so that the enemy should be
attacked on both sides at once. The inhabitants
were afraid to do so; nevertheless Vidacilius forced
his way into the city through the midst of the enemy
with what followers he could get, and upbraided the
citizens for their cowardice and disobedience. As he
despaired of saving the city he first put to death all
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of his enemies who had been at variance with himn
before and who, out of jealousy, had prevented the
people from obeying his recent orders. Then he
erected a funeral pile in the temple and placed a
couch upon it, and held a feast with his friends, and
while the drinking-bout was at its height he
swallowed poison, threw himself on the pile, and
ordered his friends to set fire to it. Thus perished
Vidacilius, a man who considered it glorious to die
for his country, Sextus Caesar was invested with
the consular power by the Senate after his term of
office had expired. He attacked 20,000 of the
enemy while they were changing camping-places,
killed about 8000 of them, and captured the arms
of a much larger number. He died of disease
while pushing the long siege of Asculum; the Senate
appointed Gaius Baebius his successor.

49. While these events were transpiring on the
Adpriatic side of Italy, the inhabitants of Etruria and
Umbria and other neighbouring peoples on the other
side of Rome heard of them and all were excited to
revolt. The Senate, fearing lest they should be
surrounded by war, and unable to protect themselves,
garrisoned the sea-coast from Cumae to the city with
freedmen, who were then for the first time enrolled
in the army on account of the scarcity of soldiers.
The Senate also voted that those Italians who had
adhered to their alliance should be admitted to
citizenship, which was the one thing they all desired
most. They sent this decree around among the
Etruscans, who gladly accepted the citizenship. By
this favour the Senate made the faithful more
faithful, confirmed the wavering, and mollified their
enemies by the hope of similar treatment. The
Romans did not enrcll the new citizens in the
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thirty-five existing tribes, lest they should outvote crap,
the old ones in the elections, but incorporated them Y
in ten new tribes, which voted last. So it often
happened that their vote was useless, since a
majority was obtained from the thirty-five tribes that
voted first. This fact was either not noticed by the
Italians at the time or they were satisfied with what

they had gained, but it was observed later and
became the source of a new conflict.

50. The insurgents along the Adriatic coast, before victories of
they learned of the change of sentiment among the s“””‘|
Etruscans, sent 15,000 men to their assistance by a e
long and difficult road. Gnaeus Pompeius, who was
now consul, fell upon them and killed 5000 of them.

The rest made their way homeward through a
trackless region, in a severe winter; and half of
them after subsisting on acorns perished.! The same
winter Porcius Cato, the colleague of Pompeius, was
killed while fighting with the Marsians. While
Sulla was encamped near the Pompaean hills
Lucius Cluentius pitched his camp in a contemptuous
manner at a distance of only three stades from him.
Sulla did not tolerate this insolence, but attacked
Cluentius without waiting for his own foragers to
come in. He was worsted and put to flight, but
when he was reinforced by his foragers he turned
and defeated Cluentius. The latter then moved his
camp to a greater distance. Having received certain
Gallic reinforcements he again drew near to Sulla
and just as the two armies were coming to an
engagement a Gaul of enormous size advanced and

! There is probably a gap in the text: ‘‘half, living on
acorns, survived, but half perished.”
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challenged any Roman to single combat. A Mauru- (‘HAr
sian soldier of short stature accepted the challenge
and killed him, whereupon the Gauls became panic-
stricken and fled. Cluentius’ line of battle was thus
broken and the remainder of his troops did not stand
their ground, but fled in disorder to Nola. Sulla
followed them and killed 3000 in the pursuit, and as
the inhabitants of Nola received them by only one
gate, lest the enemy should rush in with them, he
killed about 20,000 more outside the walls and
among them Cluentius himself, who fell fighting
bravely.

51. Then Sulla moved against another tribe, the
Hirpini, and attacked the town of Aeculanum. The
inhabitants, who expected aid from the Lucanians that
very day, asked Sulla to give them time for consider-
ation. He understood the trick and gave them one
hour, and meanwhile piled fagots around their walls,
which were made of wood, and at the expiration of
the hour set them on fire. They were terrified and
surrendered the town. Sulla plundered it because
it had not been delivered up voluntarily but under
necessity. He spared the other towns that gave
themselves up, and in this way the entire population
of the Hirpini was brought under subjection. Then
Sulla moved against the Samnites, not where Mutilus,
the Samnite general, guarded the roads, but by
another circuitous route where his coming was not
expected. He fell upon them suddenly, killed many,
and scattered the rest in disorderly flight. Mutilus
was wounded and took refuge with a few followers
in Aesernia. Sulla destroyed his camp and moved
against Bovanum, where the common council of the
rebels was held. The city had three -citadels.
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While the inhabitants were intently watching Sulla
from one of these citadels, he ordered a detachment to
capture whichever of the other two they could, and
then to make a signal by means of smoke. When the
smoke was seen he made an attack in front and, after
a severe fight of three hours, took the city.

52. These were the successes of Sulla during that
summer. When winter came he returned to Rome
to stand for the consulship, but Gnaeus Pompeius
brought the Marsians, the Marrucini, and the Vestini
under subjection. Gaius Cosconius, another Roman
praetor, advanced against Salapia and burned it.
He received the surrender of Cannae and laid siege
to Canusium ; then he had a severe figcht with the
Samnites, who came to its relief, and after great
slaughter on both sides Cosconius was beaten and
retreated to Cannae. A river separated the two
armies, and Trebatius sent word to Cosconius either
to come over to his side and fight him, or to withdraw
and let him cross. Cosconius withdrew, and while
Trebatius was crossing attacked him and got the
better of him, and, while he was escaping toward the
stream, kllled 15 000 of his men. The remainder
took refuge with T1 ebatius in Canusium. Cosconius
overran the territory of Larinum, Venusia, and
Asculum, and invaded that of the Poedlcuh, and
within two days received their surrender.

53. Caecilius Metellus, his successor in the praetor-
ship, attacked the Apulians and overcame them in
battle. Popaedius, one of the rebel generals, here
lost his life, and the survivors joined Metellus in
detachments. Such was the course of events through-
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out Italy as regards the Social War, which had raged
with violence thus far, until the whole of Italy came
into the Roman state except, for the present, the
Lucanians and the Samnites, who also seem to have
obtained what they desired somewhat later. Each
body of allies was enrolled in tribes of its own, like
those who had been admitted to citizenship before,
so that they might not, by being mingled with the
old citizens, vote them down in the elections by
force of numbers.

54. About the same time dissensions arose in the
city between debtors and creditors,! since the latter
exacted the money due to them with interest,although
an old law distinctly forbade lending on interest and
imposed a penalty upon any one doing so. It seems
that the ancient Romans, like the Greeks, abhorred
the taking of interest on loans as something knavish,
and hard on the poor, and leading to contention and
enmity ; and by the same kind of reasoning the
Persians considered lending as having itself a ten-
dency to deceit and lying. But, since time had
sanctioned the practice of taking interest, the
creditors demanded it according to custom. The
debtors, on the other hand, put off' their payments
on the plea of war and civil commotion. Some
indeed threatened to exact the legal penalty from
the interest-takers.

The praetor Asellio, who had charge of these
matters, as he was not able to compose their differ-
ences by persuasion, allowed them to proceed against
each other in the courts, thus bringing the deadlock
due to the conflict of law and custom before the judges.

* xpfierar in the Greek apparently includes both, unless xal
Savewsraf is to be inserted.
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The lenders, exasperated that the now obsolete law cHAp
was being revived, killed the praetor in the following
manner. He was offering sacrifice to Castor and ﬁ,‘ffgffgé
Pollux in the forum, with a crowd standing around
as was usual at such a ceremony. In the first place
somebody threw a stone at him, on which he dropped
the libation-bowl] and ran toward the temple of Vesta.
They then got ahead of him and prevented him from
reaching the temple, and after he had fled into a
tavern they cut his throat. Many of his pursuers,
thinking that he had taken refuge with the Vestal
virgins, ran in there, where it was not lawful for men
to go. Thus was Asellio, while serving as praetor,
and pouring out the libation, and wearing the sacred
gilded vestments customary in such ceremonies, slain
at the second hour of the day in the centre of the
forum, in the midst of the sacrifice. The Senate
offered a reward of money to any free citizen, free-
dom to any slave, impunity to any accomplice, who
should give testimony leading to the conviction of
the murderers of Asellio, but nobody gave any infor-
mation. The money-lenders covered up everything,

VII

55. Hrruerto the murders and seditions had been cHAP.
internal and fragmentary. Afterward the chiefs of '
factions assailed each other with great armies, accord- CimAwa
ing to the usage of war, and their country lay as a and Sulla
prize between them. The beginning and origin of
these contentions came about directly after the Social
War, in this wise.

When Mithridates, king of Pontus and of other
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nations, invaded Bithynia and Phrygia and that part crap.
of Asia adjacent to those countries, as I have related "'
in the preceding book, the consul Sulla was chosen by cor;m:md
lot to the command of Asia and the Mithridatic war, Yiimiates
but was still in Rome. Marius, for his part, thought

that this would be an easy and lucrative war and
desiring the command of it prevailed upon the tribune,
Publius Sulpicius, by many promises, to help him

to obtain it. He also encouraged the new Italian
citizens, who had very little power in the elections,

to hope that they should be distributed among all

the tribes—not in any way openly suggesting his own
advantage, but with the expectation of employing
them as loyal servants for all his ends. Sulpicius s.c. ss
straightway brought forward a law for this purpose.

If it were enacted Marius and Sulpicius would have
everything they wanted, because the new citizens

far outnumbered the old ones. The old citizens saw

this and opposed the new ones with all their might.
They fought each other with sticks and stones, and

the evil increased continually, till the consuls, becom-

ing apprehensive, as the day for voting on the law
drew near, proclaimed a vacation! of several days,
such as was customary on festal occasions, in order to
postpone the voting and the danger.

56. Sulpicius would not wait for the end of the
vacation, but ordered his faction to come to the
forum with concealed daggers and to do whatever
the exigency might require, sparing not even the
consuls if need be. When everything was in readi-
ness he denounced the vacations as illegal and
ordered the consuls, Cornelius Sulla and Quintus

1 A cessation from all public business.
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Pompeius, to put an end to them at once, in order to cHAP.

proceed to the enactment of the laws. A tumult
arose, and those who had been armed drew their
daggers and threatened to kill the consuls, who
refused to obey. Finally Pompeius escaped secretly
and Sulla withdrew on the pretext of taking advice.
In the meantime the son of Pompeius, who was the
son-in-law of Sulla, and who was speaking his mind
rather freely, was killed by the Sulpicians. Presently
Sulla came on the scene and, having annulled the
vacation, hurried away to Capua, where his army was
stationed, as if to cross over to Asia to take command
of the war against Mithridates, for he knew nothing
as yet of the designs against himself. As the vacation
was annulled and Sulla had left the city, Sulpicius
enacted his law, and Marius, for whose sake it was
done, was forthwith chosen commander of the war
against Mithridates in place of Sulla.

57. When Sulla heard of this he resolved to
decide the question by war, and called the army
together to a conference. They were eager for the
war against Mithridates because it promised much
plunder, and they feared that Marius would enlist
other soldiers instead of themselves. Sulla spoke
of the indignity put upon him by Sulpicius and
Marius, and while he did not openly allude to
anything else (for he did not dare as yet to mention
this sort of war), he urged them to be ready to obey
his orders. They understood what he meant, and
as they feared lest they should miss the campaign
they uttered boldly what Sulla had in mind, and
told him to be of good courage, and to lead them to
Rome. Sulla was overjoyed and led six legions
thither forthwith; but all his superior officers, except
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one quaestor, left him and fled to the city, because CHAP.

they would not submit to the idea of leading an
army against their country. Envoys met him on
the road and asked him why he was marching with
armed forces against his country. “To deliver her
from her tyrants,” he replied.

He gave the same answer to a second and a third
embassy that came to him, one after another, but he
announced to them finally that the Senate and
Marius and Sulpicius might meet him in the Campus
Martius if they liked, and that he would do whatever
might be agreed upon after consultation. As he was
approaching, his colleague, Pompeius, came to meet
and congratulate him, and to offer his whole-hearted
help, for he was delighted with the steps he was
taking. As Marius and Sulpicius needed some short
interval for preparation, they 