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PREFACE

My explorations of the valleys of Arabia Deserta in 1908
and 1912* brought me to the right bank of the middle Eu-
phrates, which I followed in the course of my expedition of
1912. Urged on by what the ancient and Arabic authorities
had written of mysterious rivers Saocoras and at-Tartar, I
penetrated also the interior of southern Mesopotamia in 1912
and 1915. In the latter year, on my return from an extended
journey in central Arabia (which will be narrated in Northern
Negd, a forthcoming volume of the present series) I not only
made an investigation of the canal systems adjoining the
former estuary of the Euphrates but on my way back to
Syria traced the left bank of the Euphrates northward from
al-Wassas to ad-Dejr, following a route prompted by the study
of historical records which demonstrate that in early times the
left bank was even more important than the right as a com-
mercial and military highway. These explorations both along
the banks of the great river and in its vicinity form the sub-
ject of the present work.

A discussion of the method by which I constructed my
map of Northern Arabia, which illustrates a part of the text
of this volume, will be found in the preface of my Arabic
Deserta (New York, 1927), pp. xili—xvi. The data for my map
of Southern Mesopotamia, which accompanies this volume, were
assembled in much the same manner. The map of Northern
Arabia was printed by the Cartographical (former Military
Geographical) Institute, Vienna, that of Southern Mesopotamia
by the Military Geographical Institute (Vojensky zemépisny
ustav), Prague.

The primary motive of my explorations was historical,
not cartographical; I therefore tried to collect as many topog-
raphical names as possible as a basis for historical researches,
and in so doing I paid especial attention to the spelling. In
transliterating Arabic letters I have used the same signs as
in my two works The Northern Hegdz (New York, 1926) and

1 See my Arabia Deserta (constituting No. 2 of the present series), New York, 1927,
pp. 44—73, 212—273, 357—378.
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xiv THE MIDDLE EUPHRATES

Arabia Deserta, attempting to express each sound by a single
letter or a single symbol. The meaning of the different symbols
will be found by experts below the title of the accompanying
map of Southern Mesopotamia. For the general reader [ would
point out that ¢ is to be read like ¢ in gem, § like sh, 2 like
z in azure, ¢ like c¢h in chief, 7 like y in yoke, and that ° is
a strong guttural sound. The remaining symbols need not
trouble him.

Throughout this work most of the Biblical and Assyrian
names have been transliterated consistently with the scheme
of transliteration employed for Arabic names. The Biblical
forms, therefore, are often somewhat different from those
found in the King James version, but the latter may readily
be ascertained by reference to the Bible itself. Greek names
are in general spelled in their Latin form rather than directly
transliterated from the Greek.2

References fo the Bible are to Rudolf Kittel’s second
edition of the Hebrew text, Leipzig, 1918. The reader will
observe that occasionally these references are at variance
with the text of the King James version. These variations
are due to the fact that my interpretations of the meaning
of the original Hebrew sometimes diverge from that of the
translators of the King James version.

Bibliographical references in the footnotes are given in
abbreviated form. The full references, with the dates of
Arabic and ancient authors, will be found in the Bibliography,
pp. 371—383.

The meaning of the majority of Arabic terms used in the
text will be evident from the context. Two terms, however,
are frequently employed without explanation:

$e%b (plural, §e“tbdn) : relatively small watercourse or valley occupied

by an intermittent stream;

wadt (plural, wudijdn): relatively large watercourse or valley

occupied by an intermittent stream.

Arabic botanical terms appearing in the text are listed
in the index with brief characterizations and Latin equivalents
as far as these have been determined.

A sketch map showing the author’s route and indicating
the pages in this volume on which the different portions of
his itinerary are discussed accompanies the volume.

% Exceptions to these general rules governing transliteration are made for those
proper names that have acquired conventional English forms, the latter being used to avoid
the appearance of pedantry.
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CHAPTERI

DEJR AZ-ZOR TO AL-FHEJMI

In March and early April, 1912, in company with Prince
Sixtus of Bourbon, whom we called our Emir, I made a journey
through Palmyrena.r Rudolf Thomasberger, an official of the
Military Geographical Institute in Vienna, accompanied our
party as the scientific assistant whose duty it was to take
care of our scientific instruments and to sketch our itinerary.
The nine she-camels which carried us and all our baggage
were in charge of Naser eben ‘Obejd al-Marltk and Muham-
mad eben Sa‘adaddin al-Hamite, who algso cooked and washed
for us.

From Palmyrena we crossed over the ridge of al-Bisri,
arriving on April 8, 1912, at the town of Dejr az-Zor.?

DEJR AZ-ZOR TO AS-SAHEL

Dejr az-Zér (Fig. 1), otherwise known as Dejr as-Sa‘ar
or briefly as ad-Dejr, lies on the right bank of the Euphrates
opposite a green islet, across which a permanent bridge leads
to the left bank. Six white minarets rise above a group of
white domes and flat brown roofs. To the east of the houses
is a green mass of gardens and sown fields, while on the west
are desolate bare spaces. To the north can be seen a large
barrack, beyond it the Circassian settlement, and still farther
north the gardens of as-Salhijje, the property of Saleh Pasha.
The houses in the northeastern part of the town are higher
than the rest. The principal quarters of the town, called
mahall, are: as-Sejh Jasin, Abu ‘Abed, ar-Rusdijje, Game® al-
Kebir, al-Wast, and ‘Abdal‘aziz. The government building (as-
serdju) is situated on the Euphrates between Mahall “‘Abdal-
‘aziz and Mahall a§-Sejh Jasin. Game® al-Kebir, or al-Hamidi,
was built in 1900; Géme® al-Omari is old and occupies the
center of the town. Besides numerous public schools there

i This part of the journey is dealt with in Palmyrena, a forthcoming volume of the
presen; fsflllc(:r to the place names mentioned in this volume and which appear on the maps

of Northern Arabia and Southern Mesopotamia published in this series is included in the
index. See also the index map.

1



2 THE MIDDLE EUPHRATES

was one rusdijje (polytechnic school) and one “adadijje (high
gchool). Among the chief families I may mention the Bejt
Ftejjeh, the Bejt Abdal‘aziz, and the Bejt Hattar.

The inhabitants make their living chiefly by trade. They
buy wool, make carpets and blankets for the semi-felldhin
and even for the Bedouins, and also buy goat’s and sheep’s
butter, which they export principally to Damascus. From the
latter town and from Aleppo they import European wares,
especially cotton and linen fabrics, and from Bagdad tumbdk
(tobacco for the water pipe) and fine cloaks for the natives.
In Biregik they buy small rafts and load them with wheat
and barley. Sailing by day and resting by night, they are
said to reach al-Felliige in from eight to ten days. There they
load the grain into wagons or on donkeys, sell the rafts at
about two hundred piasters ($ 9.00) each, and return home.
Sometimes they buy cheap butter and other articles in Irak,
load them in sailing boats, and then travel from settlement
to settlement offering their goods for sale. It takes about
two months for such a boat to make the voyage upstream
from al-Felilige to Dejr az-Zor.

Besides four thousand Moslems there have long been
Christians also living in Dejr az-Zér, mainly Armenians and
Syrians. These immigrants have increased to such an extent
that in 1912 there were about eight hundred Syrian and six
hundred Armenian Catholics; also two hundred Jews. The
Armenians and Syrians had two chapels.

Subordinate to the command in Dejr az-Zor there were
gendarmerie barracks west of the Euphrates on the highway
from_Damascus to Bagdad, at al-Béza, Tudmor, Arak, as-
Suhne, ad-Didi, al-KebéZeb, and al-Ksejbe; also on the hichway
from Aleppo-to Bagdad, at al-Kassira (or al-Kasra), al-Ma“dan,
at- T1bn1> as- Smetljje Bu Hasan (or as-Sor), al-Mijadin, as-
SaThuJe, Abu Kemél (or Abu Cemal), and al-Kéjem. A gen-
darme received 160 to 180 piasters ($7.20 to $8.10) a month
as salary and 120 to 150 piasters ($5.70 to $6.75) for horse
keep. The garrison of Dejr az-Zodr consisted of four hundred
barrdle (men mounted on muleg), and the patrol duty fell to
120 gendarmes. The fact that the mail was no longer sent
from Damascus to Bagdad by the Darb as-Sa€, but from
Aleppo along the right bank of the Euphrates to Hit and
Bagdad, was of great advantage to the inhabitants of ad-
Dejr, as the distance from Aleppo to Bagdad was covered in
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eight days. For every Hour of delay the fine was one Turkish
pound ($4.50). The contract for carrying the mail was in the
hands of al-Haggi SeJho of Dejr az-Zor, who received 105
Turkish pounds ($475.50) a month for his services. He kept
horses at all the stations. The messenger would transfer the
letter bags to fresh horses and immediately leave again, riding
at a trot all the time. Money or parcels he did not accept.

The carriages or coaches from Bagdad used. to stop for
the night at the following stations: al-Felltge, ar-Rumadi, Hit,
al-Bardadi, al-Hadita, ‘Ana, an-Nehijje, al-Kajem, as-Salhijje,
al-Mijadin, DeJr az-Zor, at-Tibni, as-Sabha, al-Hamméam, al-
Meskene, Nahr Dahab, and Aleppo.

We cannot state positively the ancient name of Dejr
az-7Z0or.*

We called on the mutasarref (governor of the sanjak)
immediately after our arrival, but as he was asleep we handed
our letters of recommendation to the commander of the gen-

3 Following Jakht, Mu‘dem (Wiistenfeld), Vol. 2, p. 662, and Abu-1-Fadd’il, Mardsid
(Juynboll), Vol. 1, p. 430, we might identify it with Dejr Rummaén, as this was a large town
with market places for the Bedouins between ar-Rakka and al-Hébtr, where the caravans
from Irak to Syria used to stop for rest. —

Ar-Rakka and al-Habiir (Kerkisija®) lie, it is true, on the left bank of the Euphrates,
while ad-Dejr is on the right, but JakGt rarely locates any place very precisely, and between
the two towns mentioned on the left bank there is no trace of-a great town called ad-Dejr.
The caravans-rested at Dejr Rumman because there the easiest road via Tudmor to Damascus
branches off from the road along the right bank of the Euphrates to Syria.

Oppenheim, Vom Mittelmeer zum Persischen Golfe (1899), Vol. 1, p. 330, writes that
the first mention of ad-Dér is found in Abu-I-Feda®s chronicle for the year 1331 A.D. and
tells of the demolition of the dam at Dér Basir. — This passage, mentioned but not quoted
by Oppenheim, occurs in the Cairo edition, 1905, Vol. 4, p. 106.

Ibn Katir, Biddja (Codex vindobonensis, No. 813 [N. F, 187]), Vol. 7, fol. 20 r., relates
that in 1331 the Euphrates was in great flood, the inundation lasting twelve days, and that
much property was destroyed in the neighborhood of ar-Rahba. The raging stream demolished
the pontoon bridge at Dejr Basir, in consequence of which the price of grain there went up
very high. The inhabitants repaired the bridge, but the water tore it down a second time. —

The context indicates that the bridge in question was near ar-Rahba (the present al-
Mijadin), forty-five kilometers southeast of ad-Dejr. Grain was brought there probably from
Mesopotamia down al-Hibir, as well as from the fertile region around the ancient Dawrin
canal. According to this interpretation, Dejr Basir should be located near al-Mijadin and not at
Dejr az-Zér, where it is placed by Oppenheim and Moritz (Palmyrene [1889], p.35). Tbn Katir
refers only to a destroyved pontoon bridge. It is also possible that the name of the modern
settlement of al-Bsejra is derived from Basir.

Haggi Halfa, Gihdn numa® (Constantinople, 1145 A.H.), p. 444, mentions the towns
of Rahba and Dejr as being in the political district of ar-Rakka. He asserts that the fort
of ad-Dejr is supposed to stand on a helght in the administrative district of ar-Rahba.

Evlija> Celebi, Ta’rih (Von Hammer’s transh.), Vol. 1, p. 95, refers to the sanjak of
Dejr Rahba.

In 1807 Said eben Abdal®aziz and his Wahhéabites plundered ‘Ana and Dejr az-Zdr
(Rousseau, Pachalik de Bagdad [1809], pp. 1791.).

In 1809 Rousseau (ibid., p. 79) described Dejr as a miserable village of a few huts of

Arabs nominally subject to the pasha of Bagdad.
: In 1857 this settlement was occupied by ‘Omar Pasha of Aleppo. His successor, Halil
Bey, established some sort of order there as well as in the whole neighborhood, with the result
that after only five years a wmutasarrefijje (Arabic for Turkish sanjak) was organized. The
“first mutasarre; was Hosni Pasha. His successor, Arsldn Pasha, warred consiantly with the
Gebfir, “Akejdat, Sammar, and “Aneze tribes, thus e\tendlng his power; but after a year and
a half he was recalled and superseded by the peaceable ‘Omar Pasha, who built in his political
district schools, military barracks, hospitals, and a bridge across to theleft bank of the Euphrates;
the eastern part of this bridge was carried away by floods soon after (1886). In 1890, under
Hafez Pasha, telegraphic connection was established and the road from Aleppo to Bagdad
made safe.
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darmes and at 2.20 P. M. left again, since there was absolutely
no pasture for our camels around the town. The sparse grass
had been eaten off by mules, and only the fields were green.
On the right bank south of the town extended the gardens
of al-Giofra; on the left, those of al-Hsénijje and al-Hatla. On
our right we had the group of hillocks at-Tarde. At 3.45 we
passed three small ruins, al-Hazar. At 4.35 we lay down to
rest near the as-Sahel ruins by the Euphrates, pitying the
peasants from al-Mré&‘ijje because of the labor necessary for
the irrigation of their lands. All night long they draw the
water from the river with the help of their cows, lead it by
tiny ditches through the fields, and then dig it into the grain
with broad shovels. It is cruel work, of a sort to which our "’
peasants of central Europe would hardly accustom themselves.

AS-SAHEL TO AS-SEJH °ALI

On April 9, 1912, at 545 A. M. we entered the cultivated
alluvial tracts of Mezrak al-HeSel and al-Mré‘ijje. The river
was flowing quietly under a cover of light mists; the rocky
slopes enclosing it merged with the violet horizon; only in
the east a red glow steadily brightened, until the sun, glis-
tening like gold and appearing to have just risen from the
river, at last came into view and looked around wonderingly
on the .quiet, sleeping country. Both to the right and left of
the sun rose tiny wisps of thin smoke, which vanished in the
rose-tinged blue of the sky. Nothing stirred. Only a wooden
hoist, beneath a cluster of poplars on our left, creaked as water
was drawn for the irrigation of a tract of land near by.

At 6.33 we had on our left the three ruin mounds of
as-Sera’. At 7.06 we came in sight of two fair-sized groves
of poplar, the western one called Bu Hasan and the eastern
one on the left bank known as at-Tébijje. To the southeast
appeared the gray dome of the little sanctuary of Abu Nhiid.*

4+ Abu Nhiid I take to be the shrine of Fam Sa‘id.

Ibn Serapion, “Agd’b (British Museum MS), fol. 33 r.; (Le Strange), p. 14, says that
the Sa‘id canal branches off from the Euphrates at the litile shrine of Fam Sa‘id, runs past
many villages on the right bank, irrigates the farms of the town of ar-Rahba, sends out a
few branches to the farms of the little town of ad-Dilija, and empties into the Euphrates
above this place, which is called Dalijet Mélek ibn Towk.

Jakat, Mu‘gam (Wiistenfeld), Vol. 4, p. 840, likewise refers to the Sa‘id canal below
the town of ar-Rakka. It was so called after the son of the Caliph ‘Abdalmalek, who, owing
to his piety, was also called Sa‘id al-Hejr. The district intersected by the Sa‘id canal was
overgrown with bushes, a favorite hiding place of lions. Sa‘id received it in fief from his
brother, the Caliph al-Walid. He ordered a canal to be dug and the land around it to be
settled.

Abu-1-Feda’, Tafuim (Reinaud and De Slane), p. 281, writes that the inhabitants of the
chatelet and settlement of ar-Rahba drink from the agueduct issuing from the Sa‘id eanal.
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_ At 7.18 there appeared on our left the knoll with the
a&-Snafijje ruins and at eight the at-Tale® ruins. The little
shrine of Abu NhGd is situated south of the hamlet of al-
Kata on a rather low heap of ruins. East of it rose several

F1g. 1—Dejr az-Zbr.

ruin mounds, half covered with sand and called Tu s al-Hubez.
Beyond them spreads an undulating plain with the al-Hrejm
ruins and the hamlet of ag-36r, the property of the Bu Lil
family of the ‘Akejdat. Al-Hrejm forms an oblong, flat hill,
where the peasants excavate various antiquities during the
winter months. On the right, about three kilometers to the
south, projects a steep, rocky bluff, shutting in the valley
which the Euphrates during countless ages has dug for itself
through the plateaus of the Arabian desert.

To the northwest, in front of the bluff, rose the hilleck
Nisan at-Tejs; southwest of us extended the bare plain of al-
‘Mdawwara and to the east rose the hill Tell al-Zibel. Towards
eight o’clock a cold northwest wind began to blow. At 8.40 we
rode past some ruin mounds; at 9.20 we passed the ruin mound
Tell umm Dakar, and at 9.33 we were among the ruins west



6 THE MIDDLE EUPHRATES

of the hamlet of at-Towb. East-southeast, on a low, oblong
ridge running out to the Buphrates, the settlement al-Bsejra
appeared; to the south rose the castle of ar-Rhaba. On our
right the plain was covered with ‘erz plants. At 10.20 on our
left lay the as-Slé&° ruins, beyond them the fields of Saluwa,
and to the southeast the hamlets of az-Zebari and al-Mimleha.
At 10.35 we crossed the plains of al-Hrejse and Borros, which
in time of flood are regularly inundated.

From 10.55 to 1256 we rested on the fields of Léjez
and sketched a map of the neighborhood. At 1.50 P. M. we
had on our right the remains of a tower built of brick and
on our left the fields of Relim and as-Sajjdhat. At 2.05 we
passed ruins. The Ruphrates eats away its right bank, thus
constantly forming new islets (hawige, pl. hawdjeg) which
are overgrown with poplars. On the left two minarets and
two palms came into view, marking the site of the little town
of al-Mijadin, hidden in the midst of cultivated fields. The
town is inhabited by about four hundred Moslem, fifteen
Syrian Christian, and three Jewish families. The Christians
immigrated from Mardin not long ago. Altogether there are
2500 people in about 380 houses there. The town is also the
residence of a kdjmakdm (or kdjemmakdm, governor of a
kade’). Order and safety are secured by ten mule riders (bar-
rdle), twelve gendarmes, and ten policemen. There is also one
school for boys.®

South of al- Mijadln lie the hamlets of al-Fadse, al-Mehkan,®
Tell al-Krejje, and al- Gzejre. Near al-Mehkén and al- KreJJe
antiquities were being excavated.

On our right, on a hill artificially separated from the
steep bluffs, the ruined castle of ar-Rhaba (Fig. 2) glowered
down on the flood plain. It is built on a spur separated from
the plain to the west by a wide, deep moat, thus forming an
isolated hill. The hill was surrounded by a solid stone wall in
which a serpentine road to the castle was constructed. The
material of which the wall was made has since been broken
up and hauled away to al-Mijadin, and the road has dis-
appeared; it is therefore not easy to climb up to the castle.

5 Sce below, Appendix XV,

6 In the ruins between al-Mehkén and al-Krejje I locate the ancient town of Sirki.

When the Assyrian king Tukulti Enurta IT (889—884 B.C.) camped in the fields of
Akarbani, he was presented by Mudada of the land of Laké with two hundred wethers, thirty
head of cattle, with grain, straw, bread, and drink. When he approached Sirki, the king of
that town sent him three minae of gold, seven minae of pure silver, forty copper vessels,
one talent of myrrh, several hundred sheep, 140 head of cattle, twenty asses, and twenty

birds, as well as corn, straw, and fodder (Annals [Scheil, Annales (1909), pl. 4], reverse, 11. 2.,
8-10; Scheil, op. cit., p. 20).
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Still in a good state of preservation are extensive subter-
ranean vaults erected of bricks, and a high wall enclosing
a rectangular court. In the center of this court stands a large
building with thick walls, with a second court inside. Nearly

Fia. 2—Castle of ar-Rhaba.

all the walls are partly demolished and some have been en-
tirely carried away. North and east of the castle hill ean be
geen insignificant remains of old brick buildings and large
heaps of broken earthenware. Freshly dug holes here and
there show that the ruins are being excavated either for
building material or treasure.?

7 Abu-1-Feda’®, Takuwim (Reinaud and De Slane), p. 281, asserts that Rahbat Méilek ibn
Towk had been demolished and that nothing remained of it but a settlement in which the
projecting towers of mosques and other buildings were the sole remnants of the former town.
South of it, about one parasang from the Euphrates, Sirktth ibn Ahmad ibn Sirkih, the lord
of Homs, built ar-Rahbat al-Gedide. This was said to be a small settlement with a fort on
a mound of earth; its inhabitants drank water from a ditch issuing from the Sa‘id canal.
About 1330 it was a halting place of caravans from Irak and Syria and a Moslem frontier
post. Abu-l-Feda’ in this connecction cites the book al-°Azizi as saying that from ar-Rahba
to Karkisija’ is three parasangs.

Della Valle, Vieggi (Venice, 1664), Vol. 1, p. 571, records that towards evening he saw at
quite a distance from the Euphrates the fort of Rahba, where, as he was informed, many
old monuments still existed. Elsewhere (1bid., p. 574) he writes that he encamped by a settiement
which was not walled in and was called Mesged ‘Ali, as many settlements in Arabia Deserta
were then called.
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East of the castle of ar-Rhaba, right above the bluffs,
stand three little sanctuaries. The domes of two of these are
intact, but the thir@ is partly demolished. The name of the
northern one is as-Sibli; that of the next to the south, as-

Fre. 3—Sanctuary of ad-Sejh ‘Ali.

SKeji; and that of the southernmost, aé—éejh ‘Ali, or “Ali al-
Hgejn. Below this at 5.12 we encamped by the fields of “Alijat
al-Mukallat at the foot of steep bluffs. Climbing with some
difficulty up the bluffs we examined the sanctuaries. “Ali al-
Hsejn lies in the south part of a large ruined settlement (Fig.
3) hidden in a small hollow which falls off to the southeast
towards an abundant, but bitter, spring in the valley of al-
Hor. The huts are built of good stone, bricks, and mud, but
nobody lives in them. The mosque, not a large building, is
formed at the bottom like a square, which changes into an
octagon above, and is topped by a dome. Northeast of the
mosque stands an octagonal minaret. As-SrejZ is a poor sanct-
uary, consisting of an extensgive mosque and a ruined minaret,
and is built above a spring of fresh water. The two settlements
of “Ali and ag-Srejz are of modern origin. At the foot of the
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bluffs, on the edge of which Hirbet "Ali and a$- Srer stand,
lie the fertile fields of the Christians Girgi, ‘Abdalmesih of
Dejr az-Zdr, and Jisef of Mardin, who bought them from
‘Abdallah and “Ali, the sons of Hefel of the Negres family,
owners of the whole Euphrates flood plain from al-Mijadin
as far as the seftlement of Abu Cemal. Both “Abdalléh and
‘Ali are chiefs of the al-Bu Cemail clan. “‘Abdallah is obeyed
by the semi-felldhin on the left bank, “Ali by those on the
right bank. They live in the settlement of al-~Asara.

AS-SEJH "ALI TO AS-SALHLJJE

On April 10, 1912, at 5.55 A. M. we were again on the road.
A cold wind was blowing from the northwest. To our right
we had the broad valley of al-Hoér, through which the run-off
is brought a great distance from the Arabian desert; on the
left close by the river appeared old ruins on a black hill, on
which cluster the brownish huts of the large settlement of
al-Asara, or Tell “As§ara, inhabited by almost two hundred
families. The hill is artificial and about twenty meters high;
its eastern part had been washed away by the river. There
was a government office in this settlement originally, but
in 1862 it was moved to Dejr az-Zor because military barracks
were built on the road from Damascus by way of Tudmor to
Dejr az-Zdr and from there to as-Swar.

Tracts of land irrigated merely by rain water are called
sejl, while lands which can be watered from the Euphrates
either artificially or in a natural way are known as sera’.

To the south of al-“ASira are grouped the hamlets of
as-Swédan, al-Kasra, al-Rorejbe, as-Soréni, Sir al-Harb (also
called Str al-Harm), as-Sbejhén, al-Ma‘ejzile, al- Muslee al-
Kigme, ‘Ajn abu Swémer, and ad-Dwér.

At 9.37 we were riding along the very foot of the rocky
bluffs of al-Kamar, which are about thirty-five meters high
and shut in the valley of the Euphrates on the southwest.
At 10.20 we went through the cultivated fields of Sar&t Abu
Sweémer and at 10.47 ascended the height of Kamrati, since
at that point the Euphrates comes right up to the bluff
of al-Andara which overlooks the flood plain on the south.
From 11.27 to 12.40 P. M. we rested. At 1252 we crossed
the gully of Ab—al—Zﬁgem, a deep cleft in the rocky ground.
On its right by the Euphrates lies the hamlet of ad-Dwér.
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From here to the south as far as al- Kéjem the chief of the
al-Bu Cemal clan is Mhammad ad-Dandal, whose usual resi-
dence is the settlement of Abu Cemél.

At 1.54 the huge fortifications of as-Salhijje came into
view. Large, yellow buildings enveloped in layers of quivering
air appeared and vanished with the slightest motion of the
observer’s head. It seemed as if the brown, scorched, gravel
plateau across which we were riding now brought the walls
closer to us, now made them recede —thus the mirage (sardb)
deceived us. At 2.30 we were at the demolished tombs of Umm
Egbas, built in the Palmyrene style like square towers; we
rode through them until 2.52, when we made our camels kneel
down within the northwestern corner of the extensive ag-
Salhijje ruins (Figs. 4, 5).

In the southeastern part of these ruins, which are the
ramparts of the ancient town of Dura, the Arabic writers
locate the settlement of ad-Dalija.®

North of the ag-Salhijje ruins, right above the Euphrates,
stands the little sanctuary of as- SeJh Bedr, and farther north
appears the black spur of al-Mesneka; still farther north are
the rocks of a§-Stébe and al-Arbad in, beyond which gapes the
rift of Abu-1-Barade-.

At 5.10 we rode down the highway to the Euphrates and
encamped at 5.22 on the swampy grounds of al-Gizle—which
are Overgrown with farfe—mnot far from the camp of the
al-Bu Cemal of whom our gendarme bought barley for his

8 In 903—904 A.D. Abu Sama, the lord of the Carmathians, fled with his little son
and an uncle from the environs of Hama’ across the desert to al-Kfifa, guided by a native.
When he came near the settlement of Dalija in the district of Tarik al-Furat, he sent his
companion to buy provisions for his party and fodder for the animals. The companion entered
the settlement called Dalijet ibn Towk, but betrayed himself by his manner of speaking and
was led before the commander of the local garrison. He told the latter where the lord of the
Carmathians was awaiting his return. The officer went with his soldiers to the place indicated,
a hillock not far off, found the Carmathian party there, arrested them, and brought them to
ar-Rakka, then the residence of the Caliph al-Muktafi (at-Tabari, T rih [De Goeje], Ser, 3,
pp. 2237£). |

In January, 906, a troop of Carmathians came to ad-Dilija by the Euphrates road and,
after being joined by some Bedouins, went on a marauding trip in the direction of Damascus
(“‘Axib, Sila [De Goeje], p. 9).

In 908—909 an army marched from Karkisija’® by way of ar-Rahba to ad-Dilija (at-
Tabari, op. ¢it., Ser. 3, p. 2284).

In 928 the Carmathian lord, Abu T&aher, came to the settlement of ad-Dilija in the
district of Tarik al-Furat and killed many of its inhabitants, but obtained no booty as there
was nothing of value there. Then he marched on ar-Rahba, which he entered on March 3,
928, and here also killed many of the inhabitants (Ibn Miskawajh, Tagdrib [Amedroz], Vol. 1,
p. 182; Tbn al-Atir, Kdmil [Tornberg], Vol 8, p. 132).

Jakut Mugam (Wiistenfeld), Vol. p. 538, says that ad-Dalija is the little town on
the rvight bank of the Euphrates between ‘Ana and ar-Rahba, where the leader of the Carma-
thians was captured.

Abu-1-Fada’il, Mardsid (Juynboll), Vol. 1, p. 386, in copying this statement remarks
that in his time ad-Dilija was no longer known.

Between ad-Dalija and al-Bahasna, on the left bank of the Euphrates below Rahbat
Mélek ibn Towk, the monastery of Hanzala was situated (Jakdt, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 655;
Abu-I-Fadé’il, op. ¢it., Vol. 1, p. 428).
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horse. Below the crag on which the castle of the fortified
town of as-Salhijje stands an ancient canal is still visible,
but the Euphrates has broken into it in some places. Near
both the right and left banks are large and small islands,
proof that during the last few centuries the Euphrates has
changed its channel. In the flood plain east of the river bed
the ancient channel of the Euphrates still remaings. The canal
stretched along the right bank to the southeast, irrigating
the fields of numerous settlements, the ruins of which lie
between as-Salhijje and al-Bize.

AS-SALHIJJE TO AL-KAJEM

On April 11, 1912, we broke through the brush to the
highway. At 6.35 A. M. in the rocky bluffs on the right ap-
peared the wide rift of the Se%b of Swéhel. In the Euphrates
valley east of Swéhel rise the last remnants of once thick
strata not yet worn away by erosion. At 6.40 we had on our
left the gendarmerie station of Nuktat as-Salhijje with a khan
owned by a citizen of Dejr az-Zoér. By the Euphrates were
seen some common water hoists called ¢éerd. The simplest of
these consist of two posts supporting the axis of a pulley, on
which works a rope with a large leather bucket on one end;
a cow hitched to the other end of the rope pulls up the full
bucket.

" We now went through the plain of al-Léijeh, in which
the $eidb® of Werd terminates. This plain is cultivated in some
places, in others overgrown with big bushes of farfa.l® At
7.10 we passed the hamlet of ar-R6t and at eight o’clock al-
Katra, beyond which stood a few huts known as al-Hrejta and
ad-Demim; on the west was the ruin mound of an-Nsirijje,
beyond which ran the bluffs of Rkébt al-Jehidi. At 8.45 we
saw on our left the al-Mgallaha ruins and southwest of them
the broad ruin mound of al-Gaha¥, with the village of ar-
Ruméadi (or Rumadi az-Zér). From 9.45 on we rode through
the fields of Sardt abu Kbé* and past the Ses ban, Ummu Znad,
and al-Hariri ruins, situated west of the hamlets of al- Hasrat,
as- SeJJal and al-Hlébijje. At eleven o’clock we were at the
large hill formed by the Madk{ik and smaller Rasfil ruins.

9 Arabic terms (except botanical terms) not defined in the text are explained in the
Preface.

0 I atin equlvalents and brief characterizations of many Arabie botanical terms appear
ing in the text are given in the index.
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Needing pasture for our camels, at 11.25 we turned to the
right and rested from twelve to one o’clock near the Abu
Sébat ruins. The heat was oppressive. The wind blowing from
the southeast carried with it clouds of fine sand and irritated

\:\\\@\AS-SALHIJJE
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Fia. 4—Ag-Salhijje, plan of ruins.

the nerves. On the left bank there came into view the huge
rocky spur of al-Ersi, which sinks steeply into the Euphrates.
On the right beyond Sarat abu Kerami was seen al-Rebre,
a demolished gendarmerie station, and the remains of old
buildings. We were now going through the fields of al-ASijer,
as-Sukkerijje, and al-Bize. .

At 2.15 P. M. we saw the new settlement of Abu Ceméal
with its rather small mosque and slender minaret and a few
larger buildings in the southwestern part. At Abu Cemal the
western upland merges into the cultivated flood plain. We
stayed there from 2.32 to 2.58, negotiating with the kdsmakdm
for an escort of gendarmes. At 3.12 we crossed the Sed of
ar-Ratka at the shrine of Mizér (or Kasr) °Ali, west of the
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hamlet of Umm °Ajjas, and made camp at four o’clock by the
fields of as-Swé‘ijje, north of the elevation of as-Sifr.

On April 12, 1912, at 5.38 A. M. we set out through the
fields of as-Swéijje. At 6.10 we crossed the $eib of al-Hméza

F1c. 5—Ag-Salhijje, a gate.

and immediately afterwards that of al-Fhede. South of this,
far from the Euphrates, the horizon is shut in by the upland
of Zhir al-Man. At 7.10 we had on our left to the north
the old burial place Kublir “Ali. For a long time we had in
view the high table rock of al-‘Ersi, with a great number
of large and small remnants of ruined, tower-shaped tombs.
We rode through the fields of Sarat abu-1-Garas, south of
the hamlets of al-Hsébe and al-Heli and the “Anka' and al-
Wahlat ruins.

11 The “‘Anka ruins I connect with Kijem ‘Anka.

Abu-l-Feda®, Takuwim (Reinaud and De Slane), p. 51, quoting Sulejmén ibn Muhanna,
writes that on both sides of the Euphrates a wide plain stretches as far as Kijem “Anka,
from where the valley narrows down to ‘Ana, al-Hadita, Hit, and al-Anbér. Beyond the
town of Hit the Euphrates flows through the irrigated plain of Irak. — Kéajem is Dejr al-

Kéjem, the present station of al-Kédjem. The Euphrates flood plain ends eight kilometers
west of ‘Anka and more than twenty kilometers west of al-Kéjem.
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Having crossed at 7.56 the Se%b of al-Mani (or al-Mane‘),
we found ourselves in the ruins of Tell al-Gabrijje—or as-
SeJh Gaber, as the little sanctuary built in the midst of the
ruins by the Euphrates (Figs. 6, 7, 8) is called. There we
stayed from 8.10 to 8.52.%%

At 9.15 we crossed the setb of Sa‘ede and at 9.50 the
Seib of as-Sidde, beyond which the jagged bluffs again ap-
proach the Euphrates. On the road some fellihin were riding
on donkeys. The last of them, an elderly one-eyed man, cursed
us incessantly: “Oh, may you die even today; Oh, that it were
your last day in this world!” he repeated at least a hundred
times. Our servant Muhammad wanted to beat him, but bid-
ding him keep his temper I turned off from the highroad to
the $eib of al-Hwéhel by the station of al-Kéjem, where we
remained from 10.00 to 12.20 P.M.

AL-KAJEM TO “ANA

The gendarmerie station of al-Kéjem stands on a rise on
the right bank of the $etb of al-Hwéhel or al-Kéjem. West
of it, down by the highway a khan has been built; to the

12 The position of the ruins of al-Gabrijje compels us to identify them with the ancient
town of Hinddnu.

Amme Alaba, king of the town of Hindinu, delivered to the Assyrian king Tukulti
Enurta II (889—884 B. C.) ten minae of gold, ten minae of silver, two talents of lead, one
talent of myrrh, sixty pieces of copper, ten minae of the zadidu plant, cight minae of the
$imzidae stone, thirty camels, fifty head of catile, thirty asses, fourteen large birds, two hundred
sheep, bread, drink, straw, and fodder (Annals [Scheil, Annales (1909), pl. 3], obverse, 1l. 76-79;
Scheil, op. cit., p. 18).—

The myrrh and the camels show that Hind4dnu had dealings with merchants importing
various South Arabian produce from the Persian Gulif.

When Asurnazirpal, shortly after his ascension to the throne (884 B.C.), was quelling
the rebellion in the town of Siiri in the land of Bit Hadippé, Hajani, the lord of Hindani
(sic) sent him silver, gold, lead, bronze, precious stones, purple, and riding camels as tribute.
As a proof that he acknowledged Asurnazirpal’s supremacy, he had his statue with an in-
scription erected in his palace and a stele with a similar inseription placed by the town gate
(Annals [Rawlinson, Cuneiform Inscriptions (1861—1884), Vol. 3, pls. 17—26], col. 1, 1L 96—99;
Budge and King, Annals [1902], pp. 287 f.).

In 878 the inhabitants of Hinddnu paid Asurnazirpal III silver, gold, lead, vessels,
cattle, and flocks (Annals [Rawlinson, loc. cit.], eol. 3, 1. 13; Budge and King, op. ¢it., p. 350).

Samsi-Adad VII (824—811 B. C.) mentions that the lord of Hindanu joined ASurdaninpal,
the rebellious son of Shalmaneser III (869—824 B. C.), but that the rebellion was suppressed
and the land of Ashur from the town of Aridi as far as the land of Sthi again obeyed Samsi-
Adad (Obelisk Inscription [Rawlinson, op. cit., Vol. 1, pl. 29), col. 1, 1. 50; Abel in: Schrader,
Keilinschriftliche Bibliothel, Vol. 1, pp. 176£L.).

About 653 B. C. Sin-8ar-usur, from whom some of the records are dated, was prefect
in Hindanu (Peiser, Studien No. 4 [1901], p. 37; Rawlinson, op. cit., Vol. 8, pl. 46, No. 1,
11. 43£f.; Corpus inser. semiticarum [1881—1911], Part 2, pl. 2, no. 22),

In 616 Nabopolassar, king of Babylon, looted Hinddnu (British Museum Tablet No.
21,901, obverse 1l. 1—11 {publ. and transl. in Gadd, Feall of Nineveh (1923), pp. 31£.1).

Isidore of Charax, Mamnsiones parthicae (Miiller), p. 247, knew of the town of Giddan,
which according to his description must have been identical with Hindanu.

Stephen of Byzantium, Ethnica (Meineke), p. 260, calls the town of Eddana on the
Euphrates a. Phoenician settlement named after the duxz Eddanon. — The assertion that Eddana,
which is identical with Hinddnu, was a Phoenician settlement, proves its commercial importance.

Jakit, Mu‘gam (Wiistenfeld), Vol. 3, p. 668, says that the town of “Azzadn on the
Euphrates belonged to Queen Zabba® and the town of “‘Addan on the opposite bank of the
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east stands a heap of ruins, above which project the remains
of a tower.'®

At 1.10 P. M. we had on our left the plain of al-Fejjazijje,
on our right the rocky slope of at-Trejlijje. At 1.44 we crossed
the $etb of Selmén, on the right bank of which rise several
flat-topped, oblong hillocks, the Zh{ir al-Knétre. At two o’clock
we were in the $elb of Abu Rbé°, where a large commercial
caravan, bringing dates and butter from ‘Ana to Aleppo, was
just camping. Abu Rbé° originates at the slope Tarak abu
Sacad and makes its way between the hills of ar- RheJmlJ jat
and at-Trejéijje. At 2.12 we left the flood plain of al—FrerJe
and started eastward over the upland of Mefazt as-Snéne, as
we did not desire to ride around four peninsulas made by the
course of the river. On the right bank of the Euphrates here-
about are situated the hamlets of al-Frézijje, al- Knetre,
al- cObe‘] di, al- Mutrezu je, Mis-al, al-Berd, al-Hsém, as- Sgera
al-Gerwa, ag- Skaku je, ar-Rafda, al-Geren, as-qafra al-Wuza-
hijje, al-Haffe, al-"“Ammari, az-Za‘farlne, az- Zelle as- Serwa—
nijje, and an-Nehijje. Near as—Sgera are the large ruins of
al-Hsér, where the peasants find various antiquities. At al-
Gerwa ends the $eib of Ab-al-Gerwa, on the left side of which,
about six kilometers from the river, more ruins are to be seen.
To the south rise the two hillocks of al-Ekr{in, which terminate
to the southeast in a long elevation. At 3.10 we had on our
left the hill of Rigm al-Faras; at 3.40 we re-entered the plain
of the Euphrates near al-Berd, crossed the Ab-al-Gerwa valley,
and at 5.14 bivouacked on the left of the highroad among
some tarfa bushes. From thve Dlejmi camp at the ruins as-
Sgéra, where Farhan eben Serii was the chief, we heard all
Fuphrates to her sister. — “Addén suggests the pronunciation Eddana, Giddan, and Hindan,
while in “Azzin the Aramaic Hinzdn persisted.

Al-Xazwini, “44d°b (Wistenfeld), Vol.2, pp.283f., writes that ‘Azzén belonged to Queen

Zabba’, who had two towns built on the banks of the Euphrates opposite each other and had
them connected by a tunnel under the river.

3 Al-Kajem was a Persian frontier town.

Abu-l-Farag, Ardni (Bllak, 1285 A. H.), Vol. 5, pp. 123f. (al-Bekri, Mu‘gam [Wiisten-
feld], pp. 859 f.), writes that the monastery of al-Kdjem al-Aksa’, visited by him, is situated
on the west bank of the Euphrates on the road leading to ar-Rakka. It is said to have been
originally a high watchtower, such as the Persians and Greeks used to erect on the frontiers.
Close to it a monastery was built, but in the middle of the tenth century this was already
without roof or gate. It was still inhabited in the reign of Harun ar-Rashid (786—3809 A.D.),
who stopped there three days on his journey to ar-Rakka, attracted by the vicinity, which
is overgrown with pied anemones and other flowers; the hospitality of the monks pleased
him to such a degree that he freed them from the payment of the pardgd, or ground tax,
ordering them to pay only ten dindrs annually from their whole property.

Jakxat, op. cit.,, Vol. 2, p. 684, and Abu-1-Fadd’il, Mardsid (Juynboll), Vol. 1, p. 437,
quote Abu-l-Farag’'s words on the subject, but add that they too had seen this monastery.
It was said to be called al-Kajem (rising tower) hecause of its high spire, from which both
the Persian and Roman frontier lines could be observed. This spire was supposed to resemble
the ‘Akarkf at Bagdad or the Esba® Haffin in the environs of al-Kifa.
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Fia. 7

Fic. 6—From al-Gabrijje looking southeast.
Fic. T—Milking goats at al-Gabrijje.
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night the monotonous sounds of a big drum. They were prepar-
ing for a circumeision there and both men and women danced
from evening until morning.

On April 13, 1912, at 546 A. M., we again traversed the
plateau intersected by the Se<ibdn of as-Safra. The Ertage
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Fia. 8—Al-Gabrijje.

ruin appeared on a high crag to the left. At 6.44, in the fields
of al-Haffe, we saw the first water hoists of the kind known
as nd<ire (Fig. 9), a largewooden wheel with longish earthen
jugs tied to its rim. The wheel rests very deep in the river
on an axis supported by two pillars of stone. It is connected
with the bank by a row of set pillars carrying arches, on
which a trough is placed. The stream sefs the wheel in mo-
tion, the water fills the jugs and is poured by them into the
trough, from which it flows into the fields. The hoarse squeak-
ing of these wheels is heard day and night.

At 6.55 the farm Kasr al-MsSawwah came into view to
the north in the fields of az-Za“farine. At 7.28 we rode down
to the Euphrates by the fields of az-Zelle. From eight to
8.50 we rested at az-Zawije, then passed through the flood
plain of Rbéza, which is enclosed on the south by the hil-
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locks of Edene, where many camels were seen grazing. These
were herds of the ‘Ebede tribe, who were camping in the
Sestbdn of al-Fhejmijjat. At 10.30 we reached the gendarmerie
station of an-Nehijje, Iying south of the road near a pile of old
building material. To the east of it, in the fields of Bureknijje
and al-Aftarijje, was a large camp of the Dlejm. At 11.10 we
rode up the rugged upland of Makatt al-Gbab. On the left on
the river lay the ad-Dinijje ruins and, a little farther on, the
hamlets of al-Mhedijje and al-Ebrahmijje, the al-Halawi and
at-Tizalijje ruins, and the fields of al-Hedrijje. In ad-Dinijje
various glasses, pitchers, and big earthen vessels were being
excavated. To the south appeared the low mesas Kiir al-Batatih,
north of them the hillocks of al- Rzuwijjat, east of these the
mesa of Cetf al- Morr, and still farther east the flat ridge
of at-Tmejdijjat. From 11.35 to 1.10 P. M. we rested. At 310
we were by the river again, near the fields of al-Ebrahijje.
On the right the gaps formed by the Seibdn of al-Hazka
showed black. At 4.30 we encamped by the fields of al-“Unijje
north of the hillocks of al-Hmejdijjat.

On April 14, 1912, we passed between the hlllocks of al-
Hlalijjat south of the hamlets of al-Hsénijje, as- SerwamJJe
as-Sweéwide, as- Sr ahlijje, and al- Manseru je. From 6.30 to 7.00
A.M. our camels grazed in the $e%d of al-Hasa, where the
spring of ar-Rahisi bubbles out. In front of us we saw a group
of half—demolishe@ buildings of the sanctuary of al-Mashad
(or al-Mashad al-Cebir) and north of it a mill, with the gar-
dens of the settlement of Rawa to the east, overtopped by
a rocky spur with a barrack and the shrine Mizir a§-Sejh
Regeb eben Ahmed ar-Refdi. At 823 we were at al-MaShad
al-Cebir. This is a ruined hamlet close to a sanctuary with
one large and two small domes.**

Near al-Mashad al-Cebir we saw the first humpbacked
cows. On our left was the islet of al-Karable with five houses
and fine palm trees. At 9.06 we had the shrine of ‘Ali on our
left, beyond it the tomb of as- SeJh Muhammad and the islet of
Libbad. At 9.15 we crossed the $eb of al-Cehef and from 9.24
to 9.38 halted below steep rocky bluffs, from whieh there was
a splendid view of the northeast. The left bank of the Eu-
phrates is crowned by green gardens; above them rise terrace-
like the huts of the settlement of Réwa (Fig. 10) and still

14 Al-Maghad al-Cebir was formerly a Christian monastery, for seven years the abode
of Mu‘ajn, at one time commander under the Sassanian King Sapor II (309—379 A.D.)
(Hoffmann, Ausziige [1880], pp. 30%.)
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higher, on a table-shaped rock, stand the great military bar-
racks of al-Kléa. To the left above al-Kléa the pilgrim sanctu-
ary Mizar as- SeJh Regeb tops the horizon. The waters of the
Euphrates dash against numerous palm-coveredislets here, and

F1a. 9—Flush wheel, fields of al-Haffe.

on the right bank rise yellowish rocky bluffs, which partially
conceal the palms and huts of ‘Ana. Al-Kléa was built in
1872 by Midhat Pasha, but is now deserted, as it is said to
be haunted.

At 9.50 we reached the gardens of the settlement of “Ana.’?
Of the vegetables cultivated here, onions and garlic were the
most plentiful. As to frees, besides the palms there were
pomegranates, figs, mulberries, and, but rarely, olives. We
rode at first among the gardens and along the rocky slope,
in whiech are many natural and artificial caverns. Later we
followed a narrow lane among the gardens and huts, which
look as if they were pasted to the rocks, for the settlement
is nothing but a single street almost five kilometers long
between a steep cliff on the south and the Euphrates on the
north. From 10.53 to 11.41 we waited for the representative
of the absent kdjmakdm. The government building stands by

15 See below, Appendix XVI,
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the Seib of al-Kantara. When we went on we saw at twelve
o’clock on the right the fomb Kubbet al-Barmakijje; then
we crossed the §eib of as- Sejh Hazar, and at 12.07 P. M. came
to the ruined bridge (Fig. 11) connectlng the settlement with

F16.10— Rawa from the southwest.

the islet Hawiget al-Kala — otherwise known as ‘Ana al-
AtiZe, the old ‘Ana, — where the remains of a stout fort are
still visible. It was 12.32 when we left Mahall al-Hadahde,
as the eastern quarter of “Ana is called.

The oldest quarter of “Ana is the western, Bejt al-Kohli;
then follow al-Homran, as-Sage, as-Seréje, Gmejla, al-Uge,
ai-Serisa — also called ad- Dalabhe — as-Sadde, and al-Hadahde.
‘Ana is inhabited by about seven hundred Moslem and five
hundred Jewish families. The Jews live in the quarters of
al-Uge and a$-Seri‘a. They have a synagogue (kenise). :Fheir
head is H6ga Rubén eben Mendhem. Many houses in as-Seri‘a
are built in the antique style (Fig. 12), forming either a
square or an oblong, narrower towards the top and covered
by a flat roof enclosed by a low, machicolated wall. Many
of them are three stories h1gh but without windows on the
ground floor. The islands near ‘Ana are called Libbad, al- Hazra,
al-Mesged, al-Bisen, al-Hrab, and as- Sejh Nusgséab.

‘ANA TO AL-FHEJMI

Once past the settlement we rode through small fields
sown with barley, and encamped at 1.30 P. M. opposite the
Setb of Abu Gerabesa (Fig. 13). On the left bank rose before
us the al-Maftal minaret of the ruined monastery of al-Mel-
wijje near the deserted hamlet of Habilijje.
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On April 15, 1912, we started at 5.50 A. M. along the
strip of flood plain between the rocky bluffs on the south
and the river. The flood plain here is narrow and stony. At
six o’clock we had on our left a demolished farm beside a

Fig. 11— 'Ana al-*Ati¥e from the southeast.

shrine called al-Kasr or al-MMashad ag-Sarir; on the right the
gap formed by the Seib of al- Kasr, the branches of which,
at-Tawil and Abu Tin, rise between Tarak abu Sa‘ad and
Hasm al-Waarijje. At 6.25 we crossed the $eidb of al-Mu-
haddar and, just opposite the inhabited islet of Telbes, began
to climb to the upland of ar-Réhane (also known as ar-Ri-
héne), which is bordered on the south by low hillocks among
which winds the Wadi HezZlan. At 8.30, through the 3$eib of
al-“‘Awsijje, we could see the palm trees of the settlement of
Hbén on the left bank. From 2.30 to 10.38 our camels grazed.
Shortly before eleven o’clock we met the kdjmakdm and a
major with twenty soldiers mounted on mules (barrile)
escorting two chiefs of the Dlejm tribe who, as we were told,
had refused to pay for a second time dues which the tax
collector at the settlement of al-Hadita had embezzled. At
11.35 we reached the Euphrates. On the north lay the fields
of ag-Swémijje, Bégan, and al-Usijje; to the south of these
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stretched a strip of farfa and ‘awsede bushes along the river
to a width of about thirty meters. The bushes were all red
and white with countless blossoms, and the slope was cov-
ered with a green carpet of various annuals and perennials.
Our camels were tired and hungry and we longed for a good
bath; therefore, at 11.48 we encamped on the left of the high-
road, close by the Euphrates itself.

Both the sixteenth and seventeenth of April were spent
in examining and perfecting our topographical and cartograph-
ical notes, gathering plants, and arranging the photographic
plates. I should have liked to make up a list of all the Dlejm
clans, but could not find even two informants who agreed
regarding them. They would reduce the clans familiar to them
to bands or even single families; or sometimes they would
represent single families as great clans, whereas clans of
" which they knew but little they would consider as insignifi-
cant families.



CHAPTER II
AL-FHEJMI TO AR-RUMADI

AL-FOEJMI TO WADI HAWRAN

On April 18, 1912, we started at 549 A. M. At 6.20 we
crossed the wide Setb of al-Fhejmi (also called al-Hazar) and
ascended to the upland of Mefazt al-“Awsgit. On the left
stood the gendarmerie station of al-Fhejmi with two high
piles of stone in front of it, which point out the way. The
narrow strip of fields along the river is called Geren. Farther
east the river washes against the southern rocky bluffs, form-
ing many islets. After eight o’clock we had on our left the
peninsula of al-Marziikijje, on the north and east bank of
which lie the hamlets of Zerna, as- -Shame, Ternane (with
ruing), SelJate Tartase, Siise, and S¢al. The Euphrates winds
lazily between low, cultivated banks and numerous islands.
To the south rise the low, dark hillocks of al-“Amri and Abu
Sabir. At 9.16 we crossed the §eib of as-Sikke, at 10.02 that
of al-Bare¢, and at the hamlet of Bahijje again came close
to the Euphrates. On the south appeared the hillocks where
rises the Seib of Abu Sablr, which we crossed at 11.26. On
the left were the hamlets of al-Bustijje, Teméanje, Beni Ha-
reta, and al-Gizel. From 11.38 to 12.46 our camels grazed in
the al-Hagar valley.

At 1.10 P.M. we rode by the hamlet of al-Bténe and the
shrine of aé-éejh Hadid (Fig. 14). The latter is built on a
square base upon which rest five circular steps; on the fifth
step stands a cone. At 1.26 we saw on our right the tomb
of as-Sajjed Mhammad (Fig. 15), an octagon supporting eight
circular steps and a cone. The fields on the left were called
Hamse, “Alate, Habib, and al-Mehéza (the ford). At 1.40 we
reached the settlement of al-Hadita.

Al-Hadita lies on an island. The houses of its northern
half stand close together; in the southern half grow fine palm
trees. A bridge leads to the right bank, and close to it stand
the gendarmerie station and a khan. On the surrounding hil-
locks are seen many white graves.®

18 Al-Belddori, Futih (De Goeje), p. 179, writes that in the reign of the Caliph ‘Omar
(641—642 A, D.) Midlag ibn ‘Amr as-Sulami marched out from al-Kifa towards Hit and other

23
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South of al-Hadita cluster the hamlets of Muhasse, al-
Kéajed, Handil, Melan Sarw, al- Megéwed, an-Nagmi, al-Hagar,
Beni Zaher Karhéfe, and a$- Sl‘une by the last-named ends
the Wadi Hezlan and above it rises the shrine of al-Imam
‘Ali. All these hamlets are also called Beni Zaher. At 247,
when opposite the island of al-Wrban, we ascended to the
upland Mefazt ad-Dibes. At three o’clock we crossed the deep
Wadi Hezlan, down which the islet of at-Temimijje in the
Euphrates was visible. Our way took us through the bare,
scorched plain of al-Ka‘idén, where only in the lowest places
some dry annuals (hemri) could be seen. At four o’clock we
crossed the $etb of Zridan, at 5.20 that of al-Jehtdi; at
5.55 we turned to the left and then descended the west side
of a short gully which drops down to the river opposite the
island of Als, where we camped for the night. There are
about twenty high and solidly built houses on the island with
huge palm trees rising above them.'” Beneath the rocky bluffs
overlooking the right bank stands a demolished fortress. Light-
ning was flashing that night over Mesopotamia.

April 19, 1912. As early as 6,17 A. M. our camels carried
us through an undulating plain, intersected by the Seibdn of
al-Hafégijjat, the slopes of which are full of caves. At 7.08 our
gendarme showed us near the Setb of Bandt al-Hasan some
skeletons of horses and camels, remnants of a fight between
gendarmes and the warriors of the az-Zefir tribe. The Zefir,
whose camping grounds lie near the Persian Gulf, attacked a
caravan of “Ana merchants who were bringing tumbdk (tobacco
for water pipes) and fine cloaks from Bagdad. Two gendarmes

forts lying in that direction, conquered them, and founded al-Hadita on the Euphrates. His
son is supposed to have been born at Hit.

In the first half of January, 1060, the Caliph al-Kajem came from his exile in ‘Ana
to the scttlement of FHaditat “Ana, whence he returned to Bagdad (Ibn al-Kaldnisi, Dagjl
[Amedroz], p. 89; Abu-l-Feda’, Muhtagsar [Adler], Vol. 3, p. 172).

In 1122—1128 the lord of the settlement of al- Hadita was the Emir Sulejmén ibn Mu-
hires of the “Okejl tribe; he granted asylum to the deposed vizier Gelaladdin ibn Sadaka,
who before long rebelled against the caliph (Ibn al-Atlr, Kdmil [Tornberg], Vol. 10, p. 425).

In November, 1144, Emir ‘Imidaddin Atabeg, learning that the inhabitants of Haditat
“Ana were rebelling against him, sent troops agains: them, who took the settlement, killed
many persons, and looted everything there (Ibn al-Kalanisi, op. ¢if., p. 280).

In 1190 Haditat “Ana was captured by an- Naserhdmallah but only after an obstinate
resistance and when the inhabitants were guaranteed grants of land in other territories (Ibn
al-Atir, op. cit., Vol. 12, p. 38).

According to Jakut, Mu‘gam (Wiistenfeld), Vol. 2, p. 223, Haditat al-Fural (also called
Haditat an-Ndra) lay several parasangs from al-Anbar on an 1sland in the Euphrates and
formed a notable stronghold. He cites as-Sem‘ani (died 1166—1167) as stating that the settle-
ment of al-Hadita was the residence of the an-Nusejrijje sectarians.

Abu-l-Feda®, Takwim (Reinaud and De Slane), p. 287, locates the settlement of al-Hadita
between al-Anbér and “Ana.

7 Jakit, op. eit.,, Vol. 1, pp. 63, 352, refers to the settlement of Altisa, or Aliis, near
¢Ana and al- Hadita on the Euphrates.
Abu-1-Fada’il, Mardsid (Juynboll), Vol. 1, p. 88, adds that Alfis Hes below the settlement
£ Anat not far from al-Hadita, — From al-Hadita to Alfs is eleven kilometers.
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were killed, three wounded, and the caravan robbed of every-
thing. The merchants escaped, but all the camels with their
loads were driven away by the Zefir. The fallen animals were
skinned by the peasants and semi-felldhin, who also cut out
the best parts of the flesh, leaving the rest to the beasts of
prey. At 815 we crossed Wadi Hawrans

WADI HAWRAN TO HIT

At 9.28 the palm trees of the settlement of Gubba came
into view to the southeast; to the east the gardens and huts
of the hamlets hugged the rocky slope on the right bank by
the island of Alfis. The hamlets are: al-Flé&fli, as-Shorat, al-
Kagsab, al- Gedide, Ginfe, al-Wardijje, ar-Rib‘, “Anéje, ag-Swé-
neh Ebli, Abu-1-Ala, al-Ebrézijje, al-Godefijje, as-Sem anijje,
and al-Merwéanijje, the last-named lying close to Gubba. At 9.39
we saw the island with the settlement Gubba directly to the
east of it, and were once more approaching the Euphrates®

South of Gubba are the hamlets of al-Zdamijje, Ummu
Dwél (also called Ganafte), al-Mighed, al-Mhérijje, Bejt Halaf,
and Halbasijje.

From 10.25 to 12.30 P. M. we rested. At 1.09 we crossed
the &etb of al-Kasr, near which a gendarmerie station and
the khan of al-Bardadi stand on the banks of the Euphrates.
At 1.20 we had on our left a large garden, the property of
Fahad eben Haddal, the head chief of the ‘Amaérat tribe. The
Seib al-“ASali terminates at this garden. We then pursued our
way past the hillocks of al-Bejader on our right, while to the
left of us were the fields and hamlets of: Shékijje, al-Gedide,
al-Wuséta, Lammaé, al-Mzawil, ad-Dera, al-Besiri, az-Zwejje,
az-Zrej%, ad-Dwélje, andthe al-Gabrijje ruins situated by a defile
(muziz). Beyond the defile lay the hamlets of: al-Gnanijje, az-
Zarra‘a, al-“Elije, al-Lissijje, al-Masktke, al-Kotbijje, al-Kraje,
az-Zehihe, an-Narase, al-Bazijje, an-Nuwé‘em, al-Filez, al-Wer-
ganijje, al-Grejdijje, al-Hazérem, Beni Hazrag, al-Muferdat, ad-
Dibbijje, Sasdan, as- SeJh Zéher, as-Sakkérijje, al-Bostamijje,
al-Bustijje, al-Obrodijje, as-Selijje, al-Ho6ldijje, as-Sredijje, as-

18 Ptolemy, Geography, V, 20: 3, refers to a district of Auranitis by the Euphrates
in Babylonia. — If the name Auran is not transcribed wrongly from Aram, Auranitis should
be looked for in the neighborhood of Wadi Hawrén, although this region was not in Bahylonia

but in Arabia Deserta. But Ptolemy often places localities in the adjoining countries and may
have done so with Auranitis. The northwestern part of Babylonia was called Aramitis.

19 Jakit, op. eit., Vol. 2, p. 13, and Abu-1-Fadé’il, op. eit., Vol. 1, p. 240, record an island
of Gubba in the vicinity of Hlt
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Sma‘énijje, al-Mashan, Geziret Rénem, al-Blatje, al-Hesnijje,
a8-Sejh as-Slejje, al-Kamijje, ad-Dléte, al-Hagr, and Knin near
the town of Hit.

From 218 to 2.56 we rested not far from the inhabited
island of an-Nalsa.*

The heat was oppressive, especially as the peninsula of
al-Macajzile separated us from the cool river while we were
riding over the bare, scorching plain of as-Sébat. At five o’clock
we bivouacked in a hollow west of the highroad.

On April 20, 1912, we rode through a rough rocky country
with low cones rising here and there. At 6.05 A. M. we crossed
the first and at 6.28 the second Setd of al-FileZ, where Sih
and ‘asansal grew in abundance. To the east of us appeared
the white shrine of al-Im&m Ab-az-Zin by the hamlet of as-
Sejh Zaher, and to the southeast rose clouds of black smoke
from the town of Hit. At 6.57 we entered the salty ground
of as-Sahalijje and al-Hesnijje. At 7.12 we rode past the islet
of al-Efléwi (or al-Fléwi), which hasg been converted into a
garden. From 7.32 to 7.52 we filled our water bags at the
gardens of as$-Sejh Mhammad as-Slejje. At 8.01 we left the
Euphrates and rode between some low bare hillocks and at
828 we passed through the broad sSetd of al-Merg, which
extends between white crags. From 8.34 to 9.22 we rested.

The town of Hit,* from which columns of smoke rose con-
tinually higher and blacker, at last came into view. It was hidden
behind the rich green of the gardens of Knan, al-Bséjer, and
Kandi, and only a few dark houses and a slender but ominously
leaning minaret were to be seen on its east side. To the south
stretched the broad, low ridge of Kés as-Sinn, south of which
projected the high minaret of al-Mu‘émire. At 10.53 we reached
a light railway, used for hauling building stone from the old
quarries at al-Mu‘émire to the Euphrates. The stone was being
shipped in boats to al-Hindijje to be used in the construction
of a dam over the Euphrates. West of this railway, on the
edge of the gardens, stood the half ruined little shrine Makam
‘Ali and not far off a spring bubbled up. From 11.10 to 12.15
P. M. we halted at the gardens of ad-Dawwéira on the south

20 An-Natsa is an old station on the road from Bagdad to ar-Rakka.

Al-Ydrisi, Nuzha (Jaubert’s transl.), Vol, 2, p. 144, says that Nafisijje is a little town
with many inhabitants on an island in the Euphrates; in the gardens surrounding it grow
fine fruit and various vegetables.

Abu-}-Fada’il, op. cit.,, Vol. 3, p. 192, remarks that the settlement of Na’sa lies in the
administrative district of Hit.

21 See below, Appendix XVIL
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side of the town. Naser went to buy salt, some vegetables,
and also barley for the gendarme’s horse.

The dark brown buildings of the town of Hit cover from
top to bottom a yellowish cone about thirty meters high. The

I

F16. 12—A Jew’s house, “Ana.

largest and tallest houses are on the east side, where also
stands the old mosque with the leaning minaret. A broad street
divides the town on the cone from the khans and warehouses
at its southwestern foot. Between the suburb and the gardens
of ad-Dawwéara are ovens for melting and refining bitumen. Hit
has about five thousand inhabitants, two-thirds of whom come
from the Dlejm tribe and only about a fifth from the “Akejl.
The houses are usually two stories high, the streets narrow,
crooked, and dirty, as they are washed only during the copious
winter rains. Above the houses rises the tall minaret. Among
the inhabitants are numerous Jewish families who have lived
there from time immemorial. The name of the most prominent
family is al-Jasin, with Muhammad eben Dijab as its head.
The principal occupations of the inhabitants are gathering
bitumen and naphtha, quarrying stone, gardening, and building
boats (Sahdtir). The material used in making these boats is
wood and palm pulp, with pitch for coating both the outsides
and insides. A boat sells for six or seven Turkish pounds
($27 or $31.50). All the salt and naphtha springs are state
property and are rented at one hundred ($90) and even as much
as two hundred megidijidt ($180). The bitumen (%ir) is used
in building as well as in coating the flat house roofs and the
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boats, which are exported chiefly to Kerbela. The very narrow
gardens are located only on the river bank. A little farther
off, the soil is saturated with salt to such an extent that
nothing grows in it. The garden of al-Hammadi, which adjoins

¥16. 13—O0ur campv opposite the %e%b of Abu Gerabesa.

the long gardens of Bannin, has been recently laid out east
of ad-Dawwéira. .

The ground in the vicinity of Hit consists of yellow lime-
stone, covered with a thick layer of roughly crystallized gypsum,
from which issue many springs with salt or somewhat bitter
water, the latter smelling of sulphur. From these springs various
gases escape, which form large bubbles. The bitumen flowing
on the surface resembles dirty scum. The salt surrounded by
rosy-tinged slime settles on the edges of the springs. Thebitumen
is scooped up with palm leaves, stored in large pieces, then
diluted with lime and exported by boat. Jugs are also woven
at Hit from straw or palm leaves and are smeared both inside
and outside with pitch; they are then hung on the high wheels
used in raising the water from the Euphrates for the irriga-
tion of the gardens. These wheels are as much as ten to fif-
teen meters in diameter. Southwest of Hit is a broad, flat area
where innumerable springs of salt water bubble out; the water
runs into square reservoirs, where salt is obtained from it by
evaporation. The most important pitch or bitumen springs are
the “Ajn Ltajjef, ad-Dahabi, ad-DurGbi, Lajez, al-Ma mire, al-
Merg, and al-Garb.
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Many reproaches are brought against the inhabitants of
Hit and its environs by their neighbors and guests. As long
as the caravan trade between Syria and Irak flourished, herds
of pack camels used to graze in the vicinity of Salamja, a town
in northwestern Palmyrena, whence they returned, when rested,
with new wares to Irak. Near Hit a part of the goods was
reloaded into boats and the camels sent to pasture. But in the
immediate neighborhood of this settlement no pasture could
be found for them and hospitality was refused even to their
owners, whence arose these sayings:

“When Alldh granted rain to Salamja he withheld it from
Hit, for the men there are lewd as devils. May Allah consume
the fruits of their lands with bitumen, salt, $ndn (a plant the
ashes of which are used in making soap), and sulphux.”

“Don’t ask for night lodgings at Hit, for the dogs of
al-Muémire are better than the first men of Hit.”

Al-Mu‘émire is a settlement west of Hit. All that remains
of it is a mosque; its inhabitants have moved to the settlement
of al-Kubejsa.

A member of the Dleym tribe married a girl from Hit
and took her to his tent where she had to help him milk the
sheep and cows. But the life in the sunny pasture was not to
the liking of the fair maid. She yearned for her native place
and said to her husband:

“Even if you like the sunny country, I do not; give me
the sound of the flush wheels and the palms of Hit.”

From Hit the ancient transport road to Damascus led in
a westerly direction. Its actual starting point was the settle-
ment of al-Kubejsa about fifteen kilometers to the west.

In al-Kubejsa live about nine hundred families. The most
powerful of these is the Bejt Razi, with Farag ab-al-Hafez at
its head. There are many springs there, the “Ajn al-“Ezi hav-
ing the best water of them all. The whole vicinity has been
converted into extensive gardens with many palms but no
olive trees. The majority of its inhabitants make their living
by trading with the nomads, whence the name Kubejsi (plu-
ral, Kbejsat) meaning peddler. The Bedouins ridicule them for
their cowardice. As the story goes, once upon a time the Beni
Kubejs, while journeying through the desert, saw from afar
a black object not unlike a rider. Their elder then spoke thus:
“Look out! If that is a real rider (in édn az-z6l z61), lie down
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on your bellies and pretend to be habdri (bustards). But if
that dark object is only a bush, then, fully armed, advance
like men!”22

The settlement of al-Kubejsa lies north of Wadi as-Sa‘ir,
which starts as the 8e%b of al-Bezem in the plain Fejzat ‘Amey,

F16. 14—Tomb of as-Sejh Hadid.

at Radir al-Awag and Rigm ag-Sabiin and winds between the
al- Mezahlr mesas. On the rlght this wddi is joined by the
Sesiban of Ab-al- Ofejn, a§-Swa®, and Abu Zalta. On the trans-
port road in the main part of the as- -Sadr valley stands the
ruin Ksejr Habbaz; the springs of Zazli'a and al-Ezi also
bubble forth near this valley; in the Se9b of Ab-al-“Ofejn is
the spring of al-“Awéasel and in that of Abu Zalta the springs
of ag- SeJh and al-"Asfirijje.

22 Jakit, Mu‘gam {(Wistenfeld), Vol. 4, p. 235, refers to a spring of Kubejsa on the
border of the as-Sa.n&wa desert four miles from Hit. There are several settlements around,
the inhabitants of which are often destitute on account of their proximity to the desert.

In the spring of 1320 the head chief Muhanna and his clan, the Isa were driven out
from the neighborhood of Salamja. They encamped in the region around ‘Ana and al- Hadita
on the Euphrates. The Syrian troops pursued them as far as ar-Rahba and even to ‘Ana,
whence they fled to the desert beyond al-Kubejsat (Abu-l-Feda’, Mubtamr [Adler}, pp. 340£.).—
Al-Kubejsit stands for the groups of huts in the oasis of al-Kubejsa, sixty-five kilometers
from al-Hadita.
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About thirty kilometers south of al-Kubejsa flows forth
the bitumen spring of Ab-al-Zir, around which the cultivated
lands of the al-Bu Cléb clan are situated. Still farther south,
by the wells of at-Tmejl, this clan also sows crops. There are
no houses there, but only a few miserable huts.
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Fia. 15—Tomb of as-Sajjed Mhammad.

HIT TO AR-RUMADI

At 12.50 P. M. we reached the southern edge of the sailt
marsh as-Sabha, where we rested until 2.28. Our Emir (Prince
Sixtus of Bourbon) was made sick by the heat and the smell
of the pitch. We then proceeded until 3.10 across an undulat-
ing, white, rocky plain. The bluffs which overlook the right
bank of the Euphrates disappear by the ruins of Kalka north-

The name of the spring of al-Ezi suggests that of al-‘Asa’, which Jakat, op. cit.,
Vol. 3, p. 683, says is a place on the Euphrates between Hit and ar-Rahba. It is so called
after the mare whosc speed saved the avenger of Prince Gudejma al-Abras, who was murdered
by Queen az-Zabba’. The battle of al-“Asa’ and Hajfak was famous among the Arabs. ~—

The location of the existing spring of al-"Ezi near Hit and al-Bakk, where the notorious
Queen az-Zabba’ used to reside, corresponds with that of al-“Asa. The name in the text of
Jakit should probably have been written al-Ada’, instead of al-°Asa’, the error being due
to an exchange of letters not difficult in Arabic. The name al-‘Asa’ likewise suggests that
of the hamlet al-‘Awsijje.



32 THE MIDDLE EUPHRATES

west of Hit and do not come into view again until the south-
west end of the Bannén fields is reached, where they are
cut into an upland called al-Mrér and al-Hakba. By 3.20 we
were in the pass of MaziZz between the bluffs and the river.
On the northwestern slope of al-Mrér flows the spring of ar-
Rajjan. After four o’clock we rode through the salt basing of
a¥-Satr, al-Hoéza, and al-Mhammadi, which are partly culti-
vated. At 4.45 we began to ascend the rocky spur of al-“Okoba,
on the southern slope of which we camped at 5.10. We has-
tened at once to the river to wash off the salt dust which
completely covered us. The heat was scorching and the east
wind enervating.

Branching off immediately below the spur of al-‘Okoba,
the old clogged-up canal Zeri Sasde runs southeast through
the fertile plain of Abu Tiban. At the beginning of this canal
both its banks are lined solidly with stone; the reason why
the left bank was provided with a wall of considerable breadth
was probably to make it serve ag a dike to prevent the flood
waters of the Euphrates from eroding away the plain of Abu
Tiban.

On April 21, 1912, we were in our saddles as early as
5.27 A.M. The wind had fallen altogether. The whole east was
wrapped in golden haze. The separate palms appeared as
gigantic trees with tops projecting above the horizon and
nearly touching the sky. We rode along the east side of the
canal Zeri Sa‘de through the fields constituting part of the
plain of Abu Tiban. The bluffs shutting in the valley of the
Euphrates on the west become lower south of al-Okoba and
draw away from the river. On the right in the fertile plain
stood the Tiél al-“Adde ruin mound; at 6.55 it was due west
of us. East of it the Sa‘de canal rejoins the Euphrates, which
beats against the rocky spur of al-Aswad and then makes a
congiderable bend towards the south. At 7.47 we were at the
farm and khan of Abu Rajjat, where there are several small
ponds filled with water from the Euphrates. North of the
river appeared the palms of al-Kotnijje. From 835 to 9.40
our camels grazed at ad-Dwar.

On a pool hard by kafe sand grouse were quenching
their thirst. Flying in a long row they dropped down to
the surface of the water and drank one after another from
the same place without stopping in their flight; then they
turned, came back, and drank again. Not before they had had
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their fill did they fly away. There were thousands of them,
forming a great ellipse.

At ten o’clock, beyond the little shrine of al-Imam al-
Uwés, we came to the range of hillocks as-Serg, which runs
from the southern bluffs northwards very close to the Eu-
phrates. The shrine of al-Uwés consists of a whitewashed
dome resting on a square base and a courtyard. From 10.30
to 11.45 we stopped in the plain of al-Mijadin, which is in-
tersected by shallow brooks. We also scared a lizard (arwal)
which fled before us with such lightning speed that even
Mhammad could not overtake it—good runner as he was. In
the fields of al-HarfaSe the peasants were Dbeginning their
harvest. The wheat wag fully ripe but the grain small; more-
over the peasants could not keep off the kafa birds which
flew in swarms from field to field destroying the ears of
grain. The luxuriant palm groves of the town of ar-Rumédi
beckoned to us from afar. At 2.35 P. M. we crossed the canal
of al-Warrar, at 2.40 that of as-Seris, and at three o’clock the
canal of al-"Azizijje and entered the palm gardens and the
town of ar-Rumadi. At 3.30 we encamped on the marshy
meadow northeast of the town.

Ar-Rumédi is a wealthy settlement with about fifteen
hundred inhabitants, who own all the fields from Bannin as
far ag al-Felllige. The Bejt Aram is the richest family, al-
Haggi “Ali being their representative. For about forty years,
or since the time of Midhat Pasha, who greatly improved or,
one may say, even founded ar-Rumédi, about 150 Jews have
lived in the town together with the Moslems and have had
their own synagogue. “Ali eben Sliman al-Bekr, the head chief
of the Dlejm, built many houses in the southern part of the
town. Although the town, with the surrounding district, was
administered by a kdjmalkdm, or subordinate Turkish official,
it was called by the peasants wildje. Similarly they called Hit
as well as Kerbela wildje, although no wdli, or governor of
a vilayet, resided in those towns.

We negotiated with the kdjmakdm for an escort for our
further trip, completed our supplies, and bought barley for
the gendarmes’ horses. Besides this I also-arranged my carto-
graphical records and sketched a map of the region we were
to pass through.

To the east of ar-Rumadi lie the gardens and fields of
al-Kotnijje, al-Gwejbe, as-Sfijje, al-Mséhed, and as-Sahalat.
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South of them rises a hillock with the old sanctuary al-M&éhed,*
divided by the hollow of al-Munsarbe from the hillocks al-Muza-
hrat, which, on the south, shut in the Euphrates flood plain,
with the hamlets of Soéra, al-Ksejbe and Stéh. Southeast of
the last, on the rocky bluffs of ar-Ra‘jin, stand the ar-Rahija
ruing.**

East of the ar-Rahija ruins the plain of Satt al-*Atiz
widens out and is irrigated by the ditches of al-Fellahat, Nassaf,
az-Zwejr, and az-Za‘érijje. Above the al-Fellahat fields, in the
midst of which stand the al-BarQid ruins, rise the bluffs of
Gurf al- Hamar and al-Hejtan with the little sanctuary as- SeJh
Masdd. Farther east, the rocks of al-Mu<ajjed, bordered by
the Setb of al-Hazar to the south, approach the Euphrates.

From ar-Rumédi we rode via “Ajn at-Tamr to an-Negef.>

2% The shrine al-M8éhed is a remnant of the scitlement of Sandawda’.

In 684—685 A.D. Sa‘d ibn Hudejfa ibn al-Jamén marched from Karkisija’® by way of
Hit and joined al-Mutanna ibn Muharraba al-“Abadi at Sandawda®, where they stayed one
day and one night (at-Tabari, Ta&’»ih [De Goeje], Ser. 2, p. 568).

Ibn Munkid, I‘tzbdr (Derenbourg), Vol. 2, pp. 128f., relates that in 1169—1170 the
Caliph al-Muktafi Bi’amralldh visited the mosque built in honor of the Prinee of the Faithful
in the environs of al-Anbar on the right bank of the Euphrates; it was at Sandawdija’.

Abu-1-Fada’il, Mardsid (Juynboll), Vol. 2, p. 168, writes that Sandawda® was the name
of a ruined settlement on the right bank of the Euphrates above al-Anbar. In Sandawda’
was the mosque of ‘Ali.

The traveler Pedro Teixeira noticed, when two leagues out of Ummu-r-Ris a mosque
called by the Arabs Mexat Sandadiah at a distance of about three leagues on his left (Teixeira,
Travels [Sinclair’s transl.], p. 75). — Ummu-r-Ris is situated about twelve kilometers east-
northeast of al-Mséhed.

2 According to the itinerary of Tukulti Enurta II we might regard these ruins as the
remains of the ancient frontier town of Rapiki (Annals [Scheil, Annales (1909), pl. 2], ob-
verse, 1. 56-57; Scheil, op. cit., p. 16).

Hammurabi in the eleventh year of his reign took over the government of the towns
of Rapiku and Salibi (King, Chromnicles [1907], Vol. 2, p. 99).

Adadnirari I (about 1325 B. C.) in his Amnnals (Rawlinson, Cuneiform Inscriptions,
Vol. 4, pl. 44), obverse, 1. 7 (Budge and King, Annals [1902], p. 5), names Rapiku, a frontier
place of the Assyrian empire.

Tiglath Pileser I (1120—1100 B. C.) conguered Dir-Kurigalzu, Sippar $a Samas, Babylon,
Upi, great cities with their forts, and plundered Akarsallu as far as Lubdi; also Stthi as far
as Rapiki, all of which he conguer ed (Synchronistic History [Rawlinson, op. cit., Vol. 3, pl. 4,
No. 3], col. 2, Il. 18—24; Abel in: Schrader, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 198).

Streck, Keilinschriftliche Beitrige (1906), pp. 36f., states that the first mention of
Rapiki on the borders of Stthi occurs during the reign of Mardiikniddinaché (about 1100 B. C.).

Asurnazirpal boasts (Limestone Tablet [British Museum, No. 92,9867, 11. 7-8; Inscription
of Makhir [Rawlinson, op. cit., Vol. 5, pl. 69], obverse 1. 9; Standard Inscription [Layard,
Inseriptions (1852), plates 1£f], 1.8; Annals [Rawlinson, op. ¢it., Vol.1, pll. 17-26], col. 2, 1. 128;
Budge and King, op. ¢it., pp. 163, 169, 216, 254) that he became the lord of the whole land of
Laké and of the land of Sthi with the city of Rapiki.

Sargon (Cylinder Inscription [Rawlinson, op. cit., Vol. 1, pl. 36] ll. 12f.; Schrader,
edit., Keilinschriftliche Bibliothek, Vol. 2, p.40) mentions that he conquered Dir-Kurigalzi,
Rapiku, and the whole desert as far as the Brook of Egypt.

% This portion of our journey, as it took us into the desert away from the Euphrates,
is deseribed in the author’s Arabia Deserta, New York, 1927, pp. 330—385.



CHAPTER 1III

AN-NEGEF TO BAGDAD BY WAY OF KERBELA

AN-NEGEF TO HAN AL-MSALLA

On April 27, 1912, early in the morning, we visited the town
of an-Negef. From its northern gate a broad market street (sik)
runs south. The part of the town west of the sikis called Smert
and the part east of it, Skert. Going by the sik one reaches the
splendid mosque of Imédm al-Mu’minin “Ali, where “Ali, son-in-law
of the Prophet and the greatest saint of the Shiites, lies buried.
As-Sajjed Gwad, kiliddr of al-Hadra, the chief administrator
of the mosque of “Ali (which is called al-Hadra), is the most
powerful man in the town and its neighborhood. The Turkish
Government built two military barracks in an-Negef, one in
Smert, or the main town, and another in its southwestern
suburb, Hawwas, where about 250 soldiers, infantry and mule
cavalry besides the gendarmes, are quartered. Above the north-
western gate the town offices (al-baladijje) were installed. The
citizens of an-Negef annex tracts of land wherever possible,
but their largest source of profit is from the pilgrims.

The flat, barren elevation on which the town is situated
is called negef, a name which has been transferred to the
town itself, called by the Bedouins either an-Negef, al-Mashad,
al-MeShed, or Mashad <Ali.?®

At 5.40 P. M. we departed by the road alongside the horse
tramway leading to al-Kfiifa. This tramway was built at the
expense of the city council in 1909. On both sides of it are
some poor burial grounds, al-Hennéne on the south, al-Kumejl
farther north. From 6.03 to 7.12 our camels grazed. After this

2% Al-Ja‘kdbi, Bulddn (De Goeje), p. 309, writes that al-Hira is three miles from al-
Kifa, Al-Hira is built on the elevation an-Negef, which once formed the coast of the sea,
which reached in ancient times as far as here. From al-Hira to the manor of al-Hawarnak
is three miles in an easterly direction. As-Sadir was built in the desert near al-Hira. — The
center of al-Hira is located southeast of the ruin mound of al-Knédre, whence it is the same
distance to the ruins of al-Kifa and al-Hawarnak.

Al-Tdrisi, Nuzha, 111, 6, says that six miles from al-K{ifa a huge dome was built, rest-
ing on pillars and with a gate on each side. All the walls were covered with splendid carpets
and the floor with costly rugs. It is said that “Ali ibn Abi Téleb and his desecendants are
buried there.

Ibn Gubejr, Rikla (De Goeje), p. 210, records that an-Negef by its position in the

barren vicinity of al-Kafa forms a sort of border between this town and the rocky desert.
It is in rough, open country with an unobstructed and delightful view far around. About

35
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we crossed the tracks and proceeded eastward between ruin
mounds. At eight o’clock we had on our left Ksejr al-Kena’
by a subterranean aqueduct. At 8.10 we rode over an old canal
and at 8.58 encamped by the Euphrates (Fig. 16) under palm
trees on the fields of the Eben Barradk clan. The chief of the
clan, Drejjem eben Barrdk, was just then in prison, where he had
been put at the request of the citizens of an-Negef who, whether
rightly or wrongly, deeply hated him. During his absence his
brother, as his representative, welcomed us in a friendly way
and offered his protection to us as his guests. And of that
protection we certainly were in need, as the Eben Barrak clan
belongs to the Haza%el tribe, with whose troop we had had a
skirmish shortly before on the al-Lisdn height.?”

We explained to him what had happened and he replied
that all was buried and forgotten, because the fault lay with
the Hazé’el, who were the attackers, while we were doing no
more than defending ourselves; he added that it was also
Allakh’s will that our rifles carried farther than theirs.

On April 28, 1912, we perfected our notes and sketches
and made a list of the tribes in the region between ar-Ruhbe
and al-Msajjeb.

April 29, 1912. We left our camp at 5.20 A.M., going in
a north-northwesterly direction. At 6.05 we passed the ruins
of Tell as-Sajjar, where people from al-Kifa search for anti-
quities. All the vaults and walls were built of bricks. At 6.25
we had on our left the fairly well-preserved monastery of
Muslim, enclosed by high walls reminding one of the walls
of the manor of al-Ahejzer; on our right lay the as-Shale
ruins and to the east beyond them the sunken walls of the
gardens of al-Kafa. South of us a mound of ruins about one
kilometer long by four hundred meters wide could be seen.

one parasang west of al-Kifa is a famous sanctuary known by the name of “Ali ibn Abi
Taleb. It stands on the spot where the she-camel carrying °Ali’s dead body knelt down. He
is supposed to be buried there, but this is not certain.

Ibn Battiita (Tuhfa [Defrémery and Sanguinetti], Vol. 1, pp. 414£.) slept in the town
of MaShad “Ali ibn Abi Taleb on the plain, an-Negef. He says that it is a fine town on
hard, level ground and, owing to the number of its inhabitants and its architecture, is counted
among the chief towns of Irak. It also has large, clean market places, which are entered by the
al-Hadra gate; this gate leads likewise to the tomb where “Ali is supposed to lie buried.

In 1263 the Mongol governor of Bagdad had a canal dug from the Euphrates to an-
Negef, but it was soon clogged by sand. In 1508 this canal by order of Shah Ism&<ll was
cleaned and vaulted; the vaulted roof was then provided with holes through which the water
could be drawn up. Its original name was Nahr a%-Sah; at the present time it is called al-
Kena’ (Lurat al-“arabd, Vol. 2, 1330—1331 A. H. [1912 A. D.], p. 458).

In 1793 a new canal was built, but this was also soon clogged up by the sand. Later
the canal Zeri ad-Sejh was dug and in the reign of-Sultan Abdul-Hamid II the canal of al-
Hajdarijje was constructed, but the sand filled both of these in a few years. In 1912 the
laying of iron pipes was begun, to lead water to an-Negef directly from the Euphrates (ibid.,
pp. 458f., 491).

2 See Musil, Arabia Deserta, pp. 368—369.
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Farther north no remains of any considerable size were visible.
This was all that remained of the once great town of al-
Kiifa.”®

A rocky, sand-strewn slope rises gradually west of the
old canal of Sa‘de, where we halted from 7.20 to 7.30. We
photographed the old brick bridge spanning the canal (Fig. 17).
At 7.48 at the farm Kasr abu F§éZe we crossed another half-
caved-in canal. From the Euphrates a subterranean aqueduct
branches off, which now brings water to an-Negef. On the
west extends the bare, desolate plain of al-MamrGta, with here
and there isolated hillocks projecting above it. To the east
our guide pointed out the hamlet Kasr Bék Ahémi, north of
it the hamlet of Ummu Swari, still farther to the northeast
the palm gardens of “Anab, and to the north-northeast the
minaret of the settlement of Cifil rising above the palm
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trees.”

HAN AL-MSALLA TO KERBELA

At nine o’clock we had the Han al-Msalla on our right.
This is a large, rectangular building enclosed by high walls
of brick. Each of the walls is buttressed in the center by a
semicircular tower. The gate opens on the east. Along the
walls in the court arcades have been built. To the east stand
three smaller khans, a few coffee houses and other buildings,
and a tomb. From 9.26 to 10.05 our camels grazed; from 10.30
to eleven o’clock we filled our bags with water from a pond
connected with the flooded Euphrates. At 10.35 we saw on
the right bank the hamlet of Umm al-“Aga, which is surrounded
by the waters of the lake Hor Beni Hasan, and on the east
beyond it the large settlement of Cifil. The Euphrates was here
about one kilometer wide and studded with numerous islets.

28 Barhebraeus, Chron. syriacum (Bedjan), p. 106, says that al-Kifa is identical with
al-‘Akdla.

Elijah of Nisibis, Opus chronologicum (Brooks), p. 178, records that in 751—752 A, D.
several towers were built along the transport road from al-Kifa to Mecea to serve as sign-
posts for the pilgrims.

Ibn al-Fakih, Bulddn (De Goeje), p. 165, writes that there were in al-Kifa eighty
thousand inhabitants, among them forty thousand fighting men. He mentions (¢bid., p. 174)
the Mesged Zafer, also called Mesged as-Sahla.

Ibn Gubejr, Rikla (De Goeje), p. 218, relates that the destruction of the town of al-Kifa
was caused by the Hafige tribe, which camped in the country around and oppressed the in-
habitants incessantly.

2 Jakat, Mu‘gam (Wistenfeld), Vol. 3, p. 335, reports that the village of Sdga lies in
the Babylonian territory below Hillat Beni Mazjad. There al-Késem ibn Mtsa al- Kézem ibn
Gafar as-S4adik is buried, and near his tomb at Barmaldha is the tomb of the Prophet Eze-
kiel, called Du al- Kifl.

Hagsi Halfa, Gihdn numa® (Constantinople, 1145 A.H.), p. 464, mentions that Du al-Kifil
is a settlement three hours from al-Kiifa, famous for the grave of the prophet al-Kifil.
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Many herds of buffaloes were moving about in the water. The
inhabitants cross from islet to islet on inflated skin bags. At
12.20 P. M. we had on the west the deserted Han Gedan, on
the east the hamlet of al-Megarr, and beyond it al-Melewijje.

F1G. 16—Boat on the Euphrates near al-Kfifa.

From 1243 to 1.47 we rested opposite the hamlets of Fléfel
and Umm ar-Ragi.

Above the palms on the north the ruin mound of al-Biris
came into view. Seen from the south it reminded us of the
Rotunda in Vienna. On a huge ruin, which resembles a dome
tilted to the east, stands a narrow, longish remnant of ancient
walls.®®

Westwards on our left extended the undulating plain of
Mazriar al-Mhejmid with the remains of the ancient fortress
of I8an al-Mhejmid; on the right were seen a few ruined brick
ovens (kira), in which bricks for the Han Sabbar had been
burned. At 3.20 we sighted, opposite the hamlet of al-Agda’,
the inlet of the Zeri Sa‘de canal. Not far off to the north
of it stands the Hé&n Sabbar, a large building with semi-

30 Al-Beladori, Futith (De Goeje), p. 255, calls al-Biris Burs or Agmet Burs, recording
that Rustam marched out against the Moslems and encamped at Burs, then between al-Hira
and as-Sajlahln, while the Moslems camped between al-‘Odejb and al-Kadesijje.

The Moslem leader sent out a troop mounted on horses, which rode as far as Burs,
killing whoever crossed its path. The Persians fled to al-Madajen (ibid., p. 259).

By a written message “All assessed the people of Agmet Burs for a payment of four
thousand dirhem. AZmet Burs is situated below Sarh Nimrtd near Babil (ibid., p. 274).

Kodama, Hardg (De Goeje), p. 238, refers to an upper and a lower al-Burs.
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circular towers. Three small khans, several coffee houses and
huts, as well as some dilapidated houses, enclose it on its
eastern side. On the northeast the palms of the hamlets of
al-Mnéfer, Umm Heldl, al-Humejsénijje, and A‘ejle showed
black. Al-Biris stood out between the palms of the last two
hamlets, resembling, when seen from this side, a symmetrical
pyramid with an annex. Beyond and east of it were grouped
high piles of old building material and on the north the
horizon was shut in by the palms of the hamlets of Santlinija,
al-Harka, and Razban, the high buildings of the last-named
ghstemnd in the rays of the sinking sun. We bivouacked at
4.55 west of al-Biris, close to a branch of the Euphrates.

On April 30, 1912, we started at 5.15 A. M. The sun was
just coming up behind al-Biris, its rays striking the ruins
and sending out countless long shafts. In the bare plain of
Ammu Swejé to the west was seen the ‘At8in mound of ruins
from which a road leads west via Nisin as-Sahar and the
Hirbet al-MZde to the manor Kasr al-Ahejzer. North of Nisin
as-Sahar is the plain of az-Zajdi, east of which lie the farms
Kasr Nir and ar-Rhét and farther north the farm of at-Te-
manije. Northeast of the last is the hamlet of Abu Rwejje.
At seven o’clock we had to the east the huts of ar-ReZibe and
az-Zibdijje, behind them the hamlet of Twérig—or, as it is
officially called, al-Hindijje — and northwest of them that of
Abu “Abed ‘Awnijjat. Riding through the al-Meg#hil plain we
met many Shiite pilgrims mounted on donkeys journeying to
an-Negef. They hire the animals from men of Bagdad, who
take the pilgrims to Kerbela and return home from there with
new passengers, while the Kerbela people take the pilgrims
on to an-Negef and back again. For the loan of the donkey
the pilgrim has to pay from fifteen to twenty piasters (73 to
90 cents) the trip.

At eight o’clock the crags of Sdéra Subhin appeared to
the west. At 810 we reached the Han eben Nhejle. By the
side of the large khan stand three smaller ones.?*

Beyond the Héan eben Nhejle begins the lake Hoér Braz,
east of which lie the settlements of at-Ta‘bliri, Hnédijje, az-
Zibilijje, and as-Slejménijje. To the west extend the desolate
undulating plains of al-Mléha and at-Tafhéat.

31 The present Hin eben Nhejle is perhaps the Moslem military station of an-
Nuhejla.

Jakiit, Mu‘gam (Wistenfeld), Vol. 4, p. 771, says that an-Nuhejla lies near al-Ktfa on
the Syrian borders.
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To the north-northwest appeared the black outlines of the
Kerbela gardens, and the golden dome of the mosque of Sahn
Husejn shone out brightly. From ten to eleven o’clock we
rested. At 11.45 we sighted on the west the cleft hillock of

Fi1a. 17—Bridge over canal of Sa‘de.

Abu Résén and in front of us numerous limekilns (kwar).
At 12.35 P. M. we entered the Kerbela gardens at Kasr al-
Hendi. After a short ride over the salt plain of al-Haéime,
at 1.05 we reached the town itself. As the dam of the al-
Hsénijje canal had broken in one place and many streets
were inundated, we had some difficulty in leading our camels
through the town to the northern gardens where, at 2.24, we
encamped by the Umm Tell ruin.

Kerbela has about thirty thousand inhabitants, half of
them Persians, The most prominent tribes among the popula-
tion are the Beni Sa‘ad, Salilme, al-Wuz(m, at-Tahamze, and
an-Naserijje. The Dede family is the richest. It was they who
constructed the canal Nahr al-Hsénijje, for which the Sultan
Selim rewarded them with a grant of extensive tracts of land.
The most respected family is the Al Bwe®, for they buried
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Husejn. The main sanctuary, which stands in the western part
of the town, is as-Sahn or al-Imam Sajjedna Husejn, with a
golden dome. The mosque in the eastern part is called Sajjedna
‘Abbas. The government building wag begun in 1871 at the
southern edge of the town by the governor Midhat Pasha, but
it is not yet finished. The same governor also enlarged the
market place, which begins at the government building. The
name Kerbela is used to designate merely the eastern part
of the gardens. The town proper is called al-Maghad or Mashad
al-Hugejn. North of the Kerbela gardens lie the suburbs, gar-
deng, and fields of al-Bkére; to the northwest, those of Kurra;
and to the south, those of al-Rézerijje; west of the latter lie
Razze, then Raltawijje, Nahr al-Iorr, Nahr al-Ejsawi, and
last of all al-Hajdarijje on the west. From here to the south-
east lie al-Bazll, al-Bdewanijje, ad-Serifijje, al-Hendi, Blébel,
and Kerbela.®®

32 In 684 A.D. Sulejmé&n ibn Surad, the leader of the penitents, marched with his fol-
lowers from an-Nuhejla and spent the night at Dejr al-A°war. Next day they encamped at
al-Aksés, or Aksds Malek, on the banks of the Euphrates, Leaving before daybreak, they
reached Husejn’s grave in the morning, stayed there a day and a night, and then marched on
al-Hassdse, al-Anbér, as-$adid, and al-Kajjira (at-Tabari, Ta’rik [De Goejel, Ser. 2, p. 545).

Al-Istabri, Masdlik (De Goeje), p. 85, writes that Kerbela lies west of the Euphrates
opposite Kasr Ibn Hubejra.

Ibn Hawkal, Masdlilz (De Goeje), p. 166, says the same thing, adding that the grave
of Husejn, son of “Ali, was there, with a large tomb above it, and that the grave was visited
by great numbers of pilgrims several times a year.

Al-Idrisi, Nuzha; IV, 6, repeats the statement of Ibn Hawkal.

Al-Mukaddasi, Ahsan (De Goeje), p. 130, records that Husejn’s grave is on the very
spot where he was killed in the settlement of Kerbela, beyond Kasr Ibn Hubejra.

In 1016—1017 Husejn’s tomb at Kerbela caught fire from two candles and burned to
the ground. Hasan ibn al-Fadl, who had a wall buil{ around the tomb, died about 1023—1024
A. D, (Ibn Tarri Birdi, Nug@im [Popper], Vol. 2, pp. 123, 141). According to Ibn al-Atir, Kdmil
(Tornberg), Vol. 9, p. 154, Hasan ibn al-Fadl also had the fortification wall of Mashad
‘Al built.

Jakat, Mu‘gam (Wiistenfeld), Vol. 4, p. 870, mentions that in the administrative dis-
trict of Ninawa also lies the settlement of Kerbela, the place where al-Husejn was killed.

Dabba ibn Mubammad al-Asade of “Ajn at-Tamr, head chief of many clans, violated
al-Ma3had (Husejn’s tomb) at al-II4%r (Kerbela). In 980 an army was sent to “Ajn at-Tamr, but
Dabba escaped in fear into the desert (Ibn Miskawajh, Tagdrib [Amedroz], Vol. 2, pp. 338, 414).

Ibn Battlta (Tuhkfa [Defrémery and Sanguinetti], Vol. 2, pp. 99f.) journeyed from al-Hilla
to Kerbela; he says that Kerbela is a rather small town lying in a palm grove which gets
its water from the Euphrates. The sacred tomb is in the center of the town by the side of
a large schoolhouse and the famous monastery where pilgrims are given food. The gate to
the tomb is guarded and nobody can enter unless the guards permit. The pilgrims kiss the
silver sarcophagus, above which hang lamps made of gold and silver. On all the doors are
silk eurtains. The inhabitants are divided into the Awlad Rahik and Awlad Fajez, between
whom there is constant friction, although all are Shiites. These internal dissensions are
blamed for the decay of the town.

Al-Makyrizi, Mawd®iz (Codex vindobonensis 908 [A. F. 69]), fol. 62r., records that to the
settlement of Kerbela, where there is the grave of Husejn, belong many fields.

In March, 1535, the Sultan Suleiman visited both Kerbela and an-Negef and had the
canal of al-Husejnijje dug (Chiha, La province de Bagdad [1908], p. 34; Hammer-Purgstall,
Osmanisches Reich [1827—18357, Vol. 3, p. 154).

Haggi Halfa, Gihdn numa® (Constantinople, 1145 A, H.), p. 464, writes that the town
with the grave of Imam al-Husejn lies in the district of Kerbela, one day’s march north of
al-Hilla. It is famous for its dates.

In the neighborhood of Kerbela I locate Dejr al-Geméagem and Dejr Kurra, which
figured in the campaign of 635 A.D. between the Moslems and Persians. The name Kurra
has been preserved in the northwestern part of the gardens.

After the defeat at al-Kadesijje, 635 A. D., a part of the Persian army fled to
Dejr Kurra and, when hard pressed there, went on farther to al-Madijen (at-Tabari, op. cit.,
Ser. 1, pp. 2857f.).—
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KERBELA TO THE HAN AL-MAHAWIL; RUINS OF BABIL

We were visited by a few peasants working in the gardens
near by and they sketched for me in the sand a map of the
surrounding country. Thus I was able to complete my topo-
graphical notes on the region between the settlements of
Kerbela, Setita, and ar-Rumédi. One of the peasants was
camping west of al-Imam Horr, a little shrine built on the
southwestern edge of the frardens by the well of al-IInéfes.
South of here is the hamlet of Seri‘at ag-Slejb, south of this
Rezéza, and on the west ar-Raddijje and Zuhne. The canal
Nahr al-Kézi, after supplying all these hamlets with water,
ends in the swamp Hor abu Dibes south of the hill Tell Ges-
séne. In the evening we ascertained the latitude; we were much
disturbed that night, being tormented by mosquitoes.

May 1, 1912, We departed at 5.16 A. M. To the west the
trees of the hamlet of al-Kurta showed green, and southeast
of the hamlet shone the sanctuary of al-lmam Horr with its
bluish dome. At 5.22 we crossed the canal Nahr al- Kézi and
at 5.45 the canal of al-Horr. Our hungry camels grazed from

Evidently we must seek Dejr Kurra north or northwest of al-Kédesijje, on the west
side of the Euphrates. The Persians could not flee to the south or southeast, the regions
there being under the sway of the Bekr ibn W4l tribe, allies of the Moslems. The territory
of this tribe stretched as far as al-Kadesijje. From here northwards were the camping
grounds of the Tarleb, who remained faithful to the Persians and therefore offered a place
of refuge for the fugitives.
reached the reﬁlon between al- Oder and al-Kéadesijje. Hls enemy Ibn al-A§°at sent aoamst
him a strong troop of cavalry, which pursued him from al-Kadesijje as far as Dejr Kurra
and then encamped. Ibn al-Ai%at himself had joined the troop at Dejr al-Gemagem. Al-
Haggag even before reaching Dejr Kurra received reinforcements from the Syrian Caliph
‘Abdalmalek. He had planned to escape by way of Hit to Mesopotamia and thus to be nearer
to Syria, but first he encamped at Dejr Kurra, near al-Falali¥ and “Ajn at-Tamr. Both
armies entrenched themselves and a battle took place (at-Tabari, op. cit.,_Ser. 2, pp. 10721.).
Ibn al-Ag‘at was defeated and in his flight reached the hamlet of Beni Ga‘de in al-FellGge,
where he erossed the Euphrates in a boat (ibid., p. 1095).—

This report also shows that Dejr Kurra was situated north or northwest of al-Kade-
sijje. Al-Haggag wanted to escape to Hit; therefore, starting from al-Kidesijje, he went
west around al-KGfa and joined the auxiliary detachment hastening to his aid from Syria.
Hit he did not reach, as Ibn al-A§‘at with the other troops joined his enemies and blocked
his further progress. Dejr Kurra lay in the administrative district of al-Falalig, not far
from ‘Ajn at-Tamr. Al-Hag$ag apparently did not advance in the direction of “Ajn at-Tamr
(for had he done so we should have been informed that he fortified himself in this strong-
hold), but stopped about half way between the settlements of al-Falalig situated right on the
Euphrates and “Ajn at-Tamr — thus at the very spot where the gardens of Kerbela now lie.
That al-Hagg4g’s communications with Mesopotamia were interrupted is also evident from
his lack of provisions, because nobody brought him anything, while his enemy Ibn al-AS
was in uninterrupted communication with Irak. Dejr al-GemAgem must have lain south of
Dejr Kurra and at least half a day’s march from the Euphrates, for Ibn al-A§‘at reached the
river in his flight only after a long forced march and then crossed it in a boat.

Jaktt, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 652, located Dejr al-GemiFem on the borders of the desert
in the vieinity of al-Kifa, about seven parasangs from the latter on the road to al-Basra.
Abu-1-Fad2’il, Mardsid (Juynboll), Vol. 1, p. 427, merely repeats JakQt's account. —

From what source Jakat learned the distance between ai-Kifa and Dejr al-Gemagem
we do not know, but that Dejr al-Gemagem could have been on the road from al-Kufa to
al-Basra is out of the question. Seven parasangs south or southeast of al-Kiafa take us to
the territory of the Bekr ibn Wa’il tribe far from Hit, to which al-Haggig was hurrying,
and, likewise, far from al-Faldlig and ‘Ajn at-Tamr, between which places — at Dejr Kurra
near Dejr al-Gemaigem — he fortified himself.
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5.55 to 6.17. At 6.20 we rode over ‘the Nahr al-Cmalijje. To
the north, on the southwestern spur of a broad elevation, stood
the shrine of al-Tmém ‘Onk. At 7.10 we had to the northwest
some ruins and to the right the gardens of Kurra with the
gardens of al-Rézerijje to the southwest of them. At 7.45 we
rode through sandy, uncultivated ground past the shrine of
al-Imém “Awn with a green dome and a green inlaid gate. To
the northwest of us was seen the upland of Umm al-Hawa
and to the northeast that of Markada. At eight o’clock we
were in the old canal of Alkumi, which once brought water
from the Euphrates through the hills of ad-Da<alez to Kerbela
and was connected with the canal running west of Hor Réjed.
At 8.18 we saw to the east some rather small ruins and the
hamlet of al-Uwend; to the north the upland of Markada. The
swamps of al-“Eneb and al-Bhéra west of it are shut in by
Tar Sawid and the hills of al-Mrardrer. We now proceeded
between the knolls of ad-DadleZ and the salt plains of Gézje
and as-Swareg, which are intersected by numerous half-caved-
in canals. At 9.58 we saw more ruins on our right and from
10.05 to 10.52 we rested. At 11.20 we were in the plain of
al-Bowbehéni, an area protected against inundation by earth
ramparts and in which extensive gardens have been planted
where cucumbers especially were grown on a large scale.

At 12.40P. M. we crossed the boat bridge over the Euphrates
and entered the town of al-Msajjeb (Fig. 18), which is wreathed,
as it were, by palm frees. After turning south-southeast, we
waited from 1.20 to 2.50 for the gendarme. To the north were
seen the domes of the sanctuary of Awlad Muslim.?®

Security on the roads in the neighborhood of al-Msajjeb
is guaranteed by Chief Eben Fejhil of the Ma‘amre clan.

The fields here are irrigated by the long canal of an-
Négrijje and the shorter one of al-Katt. At 3.17 we had on
our right the large Tell Mas‘id and al-Egémi ruins; then
other ruins including that of the shrine of as-Sajjed Ibrahim
and the I84n Najnwa. To the east lay the ruin knoll ISan
al-Manstrijje.®*

33 In this settlement the Shiite pilgrims revere a grave where al-Musajjeb ibn Nagaba
is supposed to have been huried. He was a member of the Fezira tribe, lived at al-Kifa,

was an ardent follower of Ali, and desired to avenge the death of Husejn (at-Tabari, op.
cit., Ser. 2, pp. 497, 551).

3 These extensive ruins are in part the remains of the Moslem town of Kagr Ibn
Hubejra. About 750 A.D. Jazid ibn ‘Omar ibn Hubejra built a farm near Gisr SGra’, which
came to be called Xasr Ibn Hubejra (al-Belddori, Futidh [De Goejel, p. 287).

Al-Mukaddasi, 4hsan (De Goeje), p. 121, asserts that Kasr Hubejra is a large town
irrigated from the Euphrates, with well-frequented markets. A Fdme® (cathedral mosque) is
built in the market place; among the inhabitants there are many weavers and Jews.
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Both to the right and left we could see the high embank-
ments of ancient canals. At 3.55 the ruins I84n al-Ilasn ap-
peared on the left; to the east of these the I8an al-“Ufi,
and to the southwest of the latter the ISan as-Sajjed Abbés.

F1c. 18—Al-Msajjeb from the west.

Diffieulty in crossing an irrigation ditch caused a delay from
4.30 to 4.52. At 5.20 on the left we saw the I$an al-Badd and
east of it the T€an umm al-Ward. At 6.15 we passed over a
wide old canal and at 6.43 camped behind the Han al-Mahé-
wil. In the large hdn was a gendarmerie station and behind
it clustered abcut thirty huts. The settlement Kasr al-Ma-
hawil lies farther east. I was seized by a violent attack of
fever which shook me all night and did not leave me until
morning.

May 2, 1912. At 5.16 A. M. we took the road going south.
At 533 we had on our right the ruins I8an abu Rite, to the

Abu-1-Feda’, Talwim (Reinaud and De Slane), p. 305, says that Kasr Ibn Hubejra is
situated near the Euphrates proper, from which many small eanals lead to it. On the opposite
side, to the west in the desert, lies Kerbela. Ibn Hubejra, the political administrator of Irak
in the reign of the Caliph Merwén II, built the town near the boat bridge of Stara® and the
old city of Babylon.

The book al-*Azizi, as quoted by Abu-1-Feda’, gives the distance from the town of Kasr
Ibn Hubejra to the Euphrates proper as two parasangs.

The I8an Najnwa is the Ninawa® mentioned by at-Tabari, Ta’rth (De Goeje), Ser.3, p.2190.

Jakat, Mu‘gam (Wiistenfeld), Vol. 4, p. 870, writes that Kerbela is a town in the ad-
ministrative distriet of Ninawa?, which lies in the fertile country around al-Kifa.
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southeast the Isdn al-Hatdnijje, to the south the al-Krejni
and al-Bezel ruins, and to the southwest the palm grove of
and then that of al-Fendijje; the latter brings water to the
shrine of Umm Hamdan. The region is owned by the families
of al-Jisar, al-Gerdwne, and al-Gedi. At 7.37 we rode over the
bridge spanning the canal Nahr Nil and came to the high,
crumbling ruin mound of Babil. At 8.25 we halted near the
shrine of “Ali eben al-Hasan and walked to the ruins, just
then being excavated under the direction of Professor Robert
Koldewey. This gentleman welcomed us in a friendly way,
spoke about the results of.the excavations, and showed us
different parts of the old town. Then, after regaling us with
refreshments, he bade us good-by, and we returned to our
camels. At 2.15 P. M. we left “Ali eben al-Hasan, reaching the
Han al-Mahawil at 4.55.

THE HAN AL-MAHAWIL TO BAGDAD

On May 3, 1912, we started at 5.17 A.M. in a northerly
direction. At 6.12 we had on our right the shrine of al-Imam
Hazer and on our left the az-Zba* ruins. At 7.12 we crossed the
Nahr an-Nasrijje and at 7.21 were at the deserted khan of
the same name, northeast of which stands the I§an abu Sacr.
From 8.05 to 8.52 our camels grazed. The so0il here is much mixed
with sand and small gravel and overgrown chiefly with ‘aéres,
but those places which are sufficiently irrigated either from
the river or springs are covered with luxuriant grasses. On
" the other hand, spots depending on the rain alone soon dry
up and from May onwards resemble a bare, scorched desert.
At 855 we crossed the Nahr al-Msajjeb. At 9.20 on the left
we saw the shrine Mizdr Kazem al-“Ufi; at 9.35 we passed
two buttes formed by the at-Twejbe ruins and sighted to the
northwest the IS&n as-Slejbl

We met several hundred soldiers marching against the
Ba ‘Ejg fellihin, owners of the lands southeast of Han al-
Mahawil, who only a few days before had attacked the kdjma-
kdm of al-Hilla and killed the officer in command of the gen-
darmes and several of his men. At eleven o’clock we reached
the khan and gendarmerie station at al-Haswa. West of the
highroad from al-Msajjeb lies the farm of al-Hrawi. At 11.17
we crossed the Nahr as-Sikandarijje (or al-Iskandrijje), west of
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which on the highroad stands the khan of the same name. At
11.44 the road leading by this khan to al-Msajjeb and Kerbela
turns to the left. We continued our way across a desolate country
and through the Ammu Sf{° ruins, and at 1.34 P. M. reached
the ruined Han al-Biz, with old ruin mounds adjoining. From
1.48 to 2.35 we rested at the Nahr al-Latifijje. On the right
was the Sejebdr ruin. At 3.58 we reached the nahr, khan,
and gendarmerie station of al-Mahmfdijje. This is a village
with twenty inns, coffee houses, shops, and a few dwelling
houses. To the west appeared the huge I$dn abu Habba and
northeast of it the al-Mek&dd ruin. At 4.40 the I$an ad-Dér
was to the left. We then crossed the old Nahr al-Malek. At
520 we saw the deserted Han az-Zad on the left. In the vi-
cinity camp the Ba ‘Amer, a branch of the Masdan tribe.

This is a wild, inhospitable region. Both to right and
left are ruin mounds and between them scorched, bare ground.
Only here and there in some low-lying spots “aéres was thinly
growing, and even these spots were covered by a dark gray
layer of dust. Ahead of us the wind raised dust and sand
which, forming high columns and moving from place to place,
frequently covered us from head to foot. With the dry air,
the hot sun, and the parching southeast wind it was no wonder
that we were eager to make headway. From 5.50 to 6.27 our
camels grazed southeast of al-Abjaz, after which we remained
in the saddle until 8.55, when we bivouacked in the ditch to
the left of the highroad. We could not light a fire as there
was no fuel and we were afraid of thieves, whom our fire
might have attracted. That the Tigris was not far away we
were soon aware from the multitudes of mosquitoes which
found us in less time than it takes to tell

On May 4, 1912, we started at 511 A, M. On the right
sailing boats on the Tigris came into view, floating lazily on
the river, which is here bordered with palms. The sun sent
out its first rays as if to spy out the country and seemed to
rise from the water, so low was it on the horizon. The road
was full of people. Peasant folk of both sexes were bringing
vegetables, poultry, and grain to market; Shiite pilgrims were
marching to the Holy Cities or returning from them; several
funeral parties with the bodies of dead Shiites were making
for Kerbela or an-Negef to bury them there; Bagdad townsmen
with their servants were journeying to their country estates;
dealers in live stock drove before them buffaloes and sheep
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for the butchers of Bagdad — the rush and bustle on all sides
were unmistakable signs that we were near a big town. But
Bagdad itself was still covered with a heavy blanket of mist,
asleep on both sides of a beautiful river. To the north above
the town and through the vapory clouds shone the gilded
domes of the Shiite sanctuary of al-Kazimén.

At 6.15 we ascended the long embankment of al-Herr
(which had been built for a railway but was being used as
a highroad), crossed the iron bridge, and turned north through
a barren plain overgrown with nothing but ‘acres, in order
to reach the highroad to Mosul. Not far from the tomb of
as-Sitt Zobejde soldiers were having rifle practice. The officer
in command permitted us to pass between the firing party and
the target, but gave the gendarme a sharp scolding for leading
us that way. The poor gendarme! He was an old man from
al-Mahawil whom we kept in our service that he might buy
clothes for his ragged grandchildren. His son had been killed
a few days before by the Ba ‘Ejg.

At eight o’clock we reached the Mosul highroad and en-
camped under the palms in the garden of ‘Ali Hagg Ta'ma.
We enjoyed our stay there very much. The ground was dry,
the palms gave us their shade, and the mulberries their fresh
fruit. Although there was but little water in the Tigris hard
by, the banks were covered with lush grass, a pleasing sight
to our camels who had had very little to eat for several
days past; therefore nothing was lacking now for our com-
plete recreation. And recreation was something we very much
needed.



CHAPTER 1V

BAGDAD TO TEKRIT

BAGDAD TO WELL OF AL-HSENI

On May 8, 1912, we proceeded toward the west, at first
through the gardens and then over the fields of at-Taff. The
soil grew wetter as we approached the lake Hér Dihne, which
dries up in the autumn but in the spring fills again. On ifs
western as well as on its southern shore the Batta clan of
the Zoéba® tribe was camping with their chief, Zari eben Ha-
mid. At 6.20 A. M. we turned northwest and at 7.40 crossed
the canal Nahr Bac¢c¢a¢, which conducts the water from the
Ho6r Dihne southeast to the Tigris. In front of us in the morn-
ing light shone the summit of the ancient tower of ‘Akarkaf,
to the south the ruin mound of al-Bzar, and to the west the
hillocks of as-Sarraha and the Hor abu Gedajed.

From 9.20 to 9.55 we halted at <Akarkfif. This is the
remains of a huge tower, with heaps of old brickwork lying
about. The tower was built of large sun-dried and burnt bricks,
between which were laid palm leaves cemented with pitch.®®

Northwest of ‘Akark{f stands the ruin mound of Bajjiiz,
a little below it the al-Asmar and al-Faras ruins, and west of
them the shrine of Salhijjin adorned with a small dome. At
11.25 we saw the latter due south of us.®®

We rode northwest along the dry edge of the Hér ad-
Dam, which was planted with turnips (Salram). From twelve
o’clock to 1.10 P. M. we rested. At 1.35 we were at the wells
Bijar Karma. Passing them we crossed the Nahr al-Karma,

35 ‘Akarkqf is the aneient frontier stronghold of Dir-Kurigalzu, built perhaps by the
Babylonian king Kurigalzu I (1460—1445 B. C.) (Winckler, Thontafeln, in: Schrader, Keilin-
schriftliche Bibliothel [1889—1900], Vol. 5, p. 16), where there was the temple of the god Bel.

Jakit, Mu‘dam (Wisstenfeld), Vol. 3, p. 697, and al-Kazwini, ‘A§a*ib (Wiistenfeld), Vol. 2,
. 284, call “Akarkaf a settlement in the administrative district of Dugejl, four parasangs from
Bagdad. Close by rises a high knoll which can be seen for a distance of five parasangs.

3 Salhijjin. was a station on the hwhload from Bagdad to al-Anbér.

At-Tabari, Ta’rih (De Goeje), Ser. 3, p. 1600, relates that in 865 A. D. the moat of the
town of al-Anbar was filled with water from the Euphrates and overflowed so that it in-
undated the whole country around, even as far as as-Salihin. — Most likely it flowed through
the channel of al-Karma and flooded the vicinity of as-Salihin, just as it did in 1915.

Jakit, op. cit., Vol. 8, p. 13, writes that this place name is written Salihin and pro-
nounced Salihin, but that both are wrong, as the correct way of writing and pronouncing
it is Sajlahin. Abu-1-Fad&’il, Mardsid (Juynboll), Vol. 2, p. 4, adds that this settlement lies
on the Nahr “Isa.

48
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which branches off the Euphrates west of as-Saklawijje. This
channel is scarcely two meters deep and had in it at that time
no more than twenty centimeters of water. West of it and to
the south of where we were stood the Bijaz and al-Ashabi
ruins and to the north of us the al-*Akla and al-Mkajjer ruins.

At 1.55 we had on our left the shrine of Sajjedna Ibra-
him eben Halil “ammu “Ali. At 4.10 we rode east of a ruin
mound on the top of which are two white shrines, Banat al-
Hasan; and we encamped at 4.31 at the foot of the plateau
of Hamra Beni Sa‘ed east of the white hill of al-Magassa.
A little distance from us there was a camp of the Dlejm,
whose feelings were very bitter against the Government and,
oddly enough, against us, too, because we were accompanied
by the gendarmes. They reproached us with having imprisoned
their head chief, Negres eben Ka‘td. According to them he
had committed no offense whatever but was deceived by the
tax collector, who wanted him to pay a tax a second time,
although he had already paid it without getting a receipt.
The gendarmes did not sleep all night for fear of the Dlejm,
and, as a matter of fact, after midnight someone fired a shot
at them. We all sprang to arms, though to no purpose, for
nobody appeared. Yet in spite of the absolute quiet we could
not sleep any more.

May 9, 1912. At 5.16 A. M. we rode northwestwards along
the eastern edge of the Hor abu Rwejs, where glistened the
tabular hill of al-Magasgsa, while beyond it farther to the west
appeared the white shrine Makin al-Mahdi. At 6.20 we passed
through the Hoér abu-I-Wejzile, to the north of which rises
the Tell Rarib.

Our guide, a native of Tekrit, said that the Dlejm had
told him that the Sammar had revolted against the Govern-
ment and were now raiding both the highroad from Bagdad
to al-Felllige and the one from Bagdad to Tekrit and Mosul
The reason was that twenty days earlier their head chief,
Megwel eben Farhén, had been deposed by the Government
and superseded by his brother, Hmejdi. Megwel, enraged, had
leagued himself with Fejsal, another brother, and had gone
on the warpath. The preceding winter Fejsal had been in Negd,
in central Arabia, the original home of the Mesopotamian
Sammar, for the purpose of appeasing the Tliméan, who, after
a disagreement with his father, Farhin, had migrated to Negd
in a body. Fejsal’s mission had met with success, even to the
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extent of bringing the recalcitrants back to Mesopotamia.
Once there, it had not been difficult to gain them over for
the revolt, as they hated HImejdi fiercely because he had been
the favorite son of Farhéin.

This story frightened our gendarmes almost out of their
wits, and they both began to lament the cruel fate Alldh had
reserved for them. For were we not traveling in a country
which the Sammar would have to pass if they wished to attack
travelers on the Bagdad-Fellige road? And we should soon
have to take the Tekrit road where the Sammar might also be
plundering. And surely they would not spare the gendarmes,
the representatives of the Government. We did our best to
console them, but in vain. They kept up their wailing.

We rode over an undulating plain which rises gradually
towards the west. Here and there were scattered low, domed
hillocks. Only the low-lying spots were overgrown with peren-
nials and annuals. In one of these flat areas at the southern
foot of the upland of Redijef north of the well of Abu Calb,
our camels grazed from 8.40 to 9.20. To the west our guide
pointed out the wells of al-Kejfijjat and to the north the
well of ar-RaSrasi.

The gendarmes could not be pacified. All the time they
spoke of their children, parents, and brothers, insisting that
we should all perish in the desert, that noboedy would ever
know our murderers, and that we should therefore remain
unavenged. The air was now full of dust, the sun shining but
feebly, and the heat oppressive. From 11.02 to 11.556 we rested
in the district of at-Tréter. There was not a hill, knoll, or
tree to be seen in any direction. Only the undulating plain
with its broad rises and shallow depressions extended before
and behind us. It was very difficult to keep a straight course
and the guide himself begged us to take our direction by the
compass.

THE WELL OF AL-HSENI TO KAHAF KALB

West of the well of al-Hséni our camels grazed from 8.42
P. M. to 4.20. To the south were seen the low hills of ‘Akkéz,
to the east of which is the well of as-Sab‘a with the water
of “Alit al-Banat to the south, and to the north at the foot
of the upland of Redijef the well of al-Ehséfat. Suddenly the
gendarmes refused to go any farther, even threatening to
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return to the Tigris if we persisted on our course. As the
guide joined them, nothing was left for us but to negotiate.
All that day we had not seen a single tent nor a human
being. We could have done without the gendarmes, but not

FiG. 19—Rampart mound (édlw) near well of Abu Zhér.

without the guide. Finally we agreed to go to the Tigris but
in a northerly, not easterly, direction; and therefore we turned
north-northeastward toward a huge mound of earth which
appeared . on the horizon. To the west we had the wells of
Henfsan, al-Rziwi, and Hlejz ad-Dib; to the east that of as-
Sab‘a. At 6.50 we encamped in a valley covered with grasses
and perennials.

On May 10, 1912, by 5.02 A. M. we were in our saddles
and at six o’clock, when north of the well of al-Rardakijje,
we reached a rampart mound (édlw) between four and six
meters high, thirty meters wide at the bottom, and fifteen
meters on the top. In some places circular bulges projected,
resembling remnants of towers. On the west side there ex-
tended a shallow depression from which the earth for making
the mound may have been taken and which would also ex-
plain why the mound was considerably higher on the west than
on the east side. We continued along the mound, for the most
part on.its eastern side. In the neighborhood grew_rimt and
arta. To the west appeared the broad upland of as-Snénéat, in
which are the wells of Lubbadd and al-Barfrit. East-northeast
of al-Rardakijje is the water of Abu “Azam. From 8.25 to 8.53
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our camels grazed between the wells of Abu Zhér and Abu
Serrata (Fig. 19). To the east the horizon was shut in by
the low, broad hills of al-Mtabbak, near which the wells of
al-"Enék and as- Stet are located. To the west the tomb of Abu
Hgéra came into view.

At eleven o’clock a high minaret appeared above the ho-
rizon, and west of it a dome in the town of Sdmarra shone
like gold. Other domes and then some buildings began to ap-
pear through the haze, which made their glitter, position,
and shape seem constantly to change. The burning sunbeams
scorched us unmercifully, the air quivered, and presently the
haze formed dense sheets, which hung above the wide horizon,
altering the aspect of the whole country every little while.
To the east on the Tigris were seen the Establat ruins and
the ruins and hamlets of al-Kabbén, al-Mu‘ber, Ammu Sac éfe,
Tell al-Msajeh, al-Razazer, al-Bhérijje, al- Hbab, Tell Dahab,
and at-Twéte.

At 12.45 P. M. we turned a little to the right from the
rampart mound, crossed at one o’clock an ancient canal, and
rode through a desolate, white plain overgrown with ‘erz
and Sefalleh plants and sidr trees. From 1.30 to 2.35 we
rested between the hamlets of Seri‘at al- Razal and al-Ma‘6gil
by the highroad leading from Bagdad to Tekrit. To the west
of us was the end of the rampart mound, to the east were
tents belonging to the working gangs building the railroad
track. We now proceeded along the highroad northwards. To
the left rose gradually a rocky slope, which soon changed
into a line of precipitous bluffs overlooking the Tigris valley
and shutting off the western view. In the southern part of
these bluffs, Wl}ich is called Kahaf Kalb, are the wells of Abu
Ksér and Abu Senine. At 3.55 the ruin mound of Kahaf Kalb
was seen on our left, north of it the ag-Slejbijje ruin, still
farther north on the high bluffs the castle Kagr al-Halifa or
al- Asek and to the northeast the few huts of KerJe ‘Abed.

In the undulating plain known as Tummim, west of al-
‘Agek, are the natural well of al-Agwadi and the ruin mound
of al-Hweéslat.

KAHAF KALB TO TEKRIT

At 4.20 we had on our left the biuffs of Kahaf Kalb
with the cave of the same name. The land we were passing
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through was cultivated. Between the road and the foot of
the bluffs stretches the old canal of al-Ishédki. On our right
we saw the modern town of Samarra and the ruins of the
older city, long since abandoned. How gigantic must once have
been the capital Bagdad, built and embellished by so many
caliphs, when even Samarra, only a temporary residence of
theirs, boasted of such an extent! Samarra is full of memo-
rials of times long past, while in the capital, Bagdad, not one
of the splendid ancient buildings is preserved. There all has
been torn down and destroyed, and the remnants of stately
palaces have been used for repairing the houses and huts
of today.

At 5.05 we made camp on a small headland right on the
river below the castle of al-*ASek.®”

From the rocky right bank (Iig. 20) there issues on the
very brink of the Tigris a vigorous spring of pure fresh
water, much cooler and -better than that of the river. Not
far from it some raftsmen, returning from Bagdad, were lying
down for a short rest. Their donkeys were laden with large
panniers filled with bags sewn of tanned goatskins. The rafts-
men travel with these bags as far as Kurdistan, where they
buy lumber, grain, wool, or butter; then they make small
rafts of the lumber, and, tying skin bags filled with air under-
neath and loading the rafts, they sail down the Tigris to
Bagdad. There they sell everything with the exception of the
skin bags. These they put again on their donkeys, which they
either bring with them or buy on the road, and go back to trade
with the Kurds once more.

On May 11, 1912, at 4.58 A. M., we traveled along the
eastern bank of the al-Ishaki canal.®®

57 Ibn Gubejr, Rihla (De Goeje), p. 233, relates that he encamped near the settlement
of al-Harba, which lies in a beautiful and very fertile region. From there he wandered all
night and rested in the morning on the banks of the Tigris not far from a castle called al-
Macgik. This is said to have been the pleasure site of Zobejde, daughter of the umnecle of
Harun ar-Rashid and his wife. The distance from this point to Tekrit is one day’s march.

Thevenot, Voyages (Paris, 1689), Vol. 2, p. 206, saw on the right a village called Aaschouk
(‘A58k) and another, Maaschouk (M=a‘5ik), on the left. The natives explained to him that

there was a tower in each of these places, with a lover living in one and his sweetheart in
the other. Here is the sixth halting place for caravans traveling from Mosul to Bagdad.

88 Tbn Serapion, ‘AJd*b (Brit. Mus. MS), fol. 36r.; (Le Strange), pp. 18f., writes that
the Nahr al-Ishaki branches off the Tigris a little distance from Tekrit, flows past various
farms and lonely places, touches the settlement of Tejran and the manor of al-Gass, built by
the Caliph al-Mu‘tasembilldh, irrigates the farms opposite Simarra, which are called by
number from first to seventh, and empties into the Tigris opposite the settlement of al-
Matira. —

The manor of al-Gass stood on the right bank above the manor of al-Hartni, opposite
which, on the left bank, rose the manor of al-Ma‘$ik. It is identical with the Kasr al-“ASek
of today. Al-Matira was a pleasure resort for the inhabitants of Bagdad and Samarra, and
lay about two parasangs below the latter (Jakat, Mu‘gam [Wistenfeld], Vol. 4, p. 568). The
scttlement of Tejran is located north of the manor of al-HArfini, perhaps in the al-Hwés.
14t ruin.
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To our right, on the left bank of the Tigris, rose the
walls of a$-Snas and the minarets of Abu Zalaf and Imam
Dér. At 6.15 we sighted on a bluff to our left the ruin mound
of al-Hwéslat; on the right were the cultivated fields of al-

F1a. 20—Rocky right bank of the Tigris near the castle of al-‘Agek.

Bu “Abbés. The flood plain widens out here as the az-Zbad
bluffs withdraw towards the west. After seven o’clock we
rode through fields where barley was being harvested. At
7.15 the hamlet of “Abbés was on our right; behind it, on the
left bank, rose the rectangular minaret of Abu Zalaf. From
8.32 to 855 our camels grazed near a path which comes down
from that part of the upland of az-Zbai where the al-Mdésife
ruins, the spring al-Hwéra, and the well of al-Hajza are situated.
At 9.20 we saw on the right of the road the ruin mound of
Rasm al-Mhégir, where the flood plain is only about one kilo-
meter wide. At 10.50 we were at the tomb Kabr al-“Ards below
the bluffs of Hasm al-Zadme. The fields northeast of the tomb,

Along the right bank of the Nahr al-Ishaki the road Tarik al-Ishaki led from Samarra
to al-Anbar (at-Tabari, Tae’rih [De Goeje], Ser. 3, p. 1600). — Sinc2 at no place did the main
channel of the Nahyr al-Ishaki approach nearer than eighty kilometers to al-Anbér, we must
assume that the road followed along the right bank of a branch of this canal. In order to

avoid the irrigation ditches, this road must have kept upon the upland of Redajef. The branch
canal must have left al-Ishaki west of the present Establat and run south, while the Nahr

al-Ishaki proper rejoined the Tigris southecast of Establat. The branch I regard as the
now filled-in -canal of al-Farhatijje.
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called Hawi al- ‘Oga, are owned by the Bégat clan of Sé-
marra. From 12.00 to 12.30 P. M., near the al-MZébre fields,
we Tilled our bags with water from the flooding river, which
had already reached the rocky bluffs on the west, cutting off
the direct route to Tekrit. Hence we took the highroad lead-
ing through the Seib of al-Fahal (which rises at the water
of a8-S3¢mi) and ascended to the upland of al-Matla® on the
west. In the river numerous islets covered with poplars showed
black, but all the way from al-“ASek neither tree nor bush
grew on either bank. At 1.15 we crossed the deep Setdb of ar-
Ramijje, at 1.25 the Setb of SlSlIl, and at 2.02 that of Sa‘eba.
Down in the river to the east we could see the somewhat
large island of Ciwan, the property of al-Bu “Agi; far away
on the northeastern horizon appeared the ridge of al-Hamrin,
to the west of us the sanctuary of al-Arba‘in with the tomb
of Mhammad al-Bedr to the north of it, and ahead of us the
ruin mounds TIal al-Gaffa, which we soon left on our right.
The houses of modern Tekrit® cover a rocky spur of the
upland in the northeastern quarter of a tract of ruins. To the
east the gpur falls steeply to the river; to the south it sinks
into a deep hollow; to the north it gradually merges into a
cove in the river bank; while to the west a steep saddle con-
nects it with the higher levels of the upland. The southern
part of the inhabited settlement is called al-Kal‘a; the northern,
al-Héra. In the saddle is a cemetery, where we made a halt
at 2.27. The hollow to the south, which is called al-Mesil,
divides the ruins into two parts. The ruin mounds of the
southern part, al-Gaffa, are of more than the usual height.
Another large ruin mound, as-Seken, lies northwest of the
present gettlement. Tekrit is inhabited by about one thousand
families, of which many are Jewish; but there is not a single
Christian family. The inhabitants’ principal means of living
is through trading with the Kurds and with the towns of
Samarra and Bagdad.

2 See below, Appendix XXI,



CHAPTER V
TEKRIT TO RAWA BY WAY OF AT-TARTAR

TEKRIT TO THE SEIB OF §18IN; THE COUNTRY NORTH OF TEKRIT

Having found a reliable guide in the person of one Ahmed
al-Hattdb and after taking in a supply of barley for the
gendarmes’ horses, we left the untidy settlement of Tekrit at
5.25 and set out westward over the bare plain. We rode past
the tomb of Mhammad al-Bedr and the large ruined sanctuary
— once a monastery — of al-Arba‘in, until the wide but shallow
valley of Sigin was reached, where we bivouacked at 6.20. Our
hungry camels found fairly good pasture there, while we enjoyed
the pure atmosphere and perfect quiet of the place.

Our guide drew for us in the sand a map of the country.

North of Tekrit stand the hills TI0I Gaha’. In the flood plain north
of these hills end the $e“tbdn of al-Hamar, close to which lie the at-Twejbet
ruins and the cave Morarat as-Sa‘liwa; farther on are the $e“bdn of al-
Ceum with a well of the same name, then come the $e“tbdn of Abu Rejas,
al-Gésat with the wells of Abu Kotob and ar-Rbéza, and finally as- -Srej-
mijje with the spring of ag-Sbhejha. On the river bank by the lagt-named
$e'tb i1s the gendarmerie station Nuktat a$- Srejmijje and by al-Gésat the
Han al-Harnine. Close to the Seib of al-Cerim is the shrine Kubbet abu
Halhalan. North of as-Srejmijje, the ridges of al-Makhfil4® and al-Mééhil
run north-northwest from the Tigris and are divided from each other
by the hollow, Gufrat al- Har, through which winds the seib of Gehennam
which enters the Tigris near the ruined fort Kasr al-Banit.

The erosion of the Tigris through the southern half of the ridge
of al-Mcéhil has created the defile of al-Héantka. Close to this defile the
Han an-Namel is built by the river; above it, to the north, lie the Kal‘at

4 The ridge of al-Makhfil is a part of the mountain chain which was once called
Biramma’. The present name may have been given to it after the settlement and ereek of
al-Kuhejl.

Abu-l-Farag, Ardni (Baldk, 1285 A.H.), Vol. 11, p. 58, and Ibn al-Atir, Kdmil (Torn-
berg), Vol. 4, p. 260, refer to a b of al-Kuhejl twenty parasangs south of Mosul. There, in
the time of the Caliph ‘Abdalmalek (685—705), the allied Tarleb and al-Jemen tribes met the
Kejs tribe in battle, — Twenty parasangs from Mosul would lead us to the ridge of al-Makhiul.

The father of the learned bishop Moses Barcepha, who died in 903, was a native of
the settlement of al-Kuhejl on the Tigris (Assemanus, Bibliotheca orientalis [Rome, 1719—1728],
Vol. 2, fol. 218).

Al-Istahri, Masdlil: (De Goeje), p. 75, records a place called as-Sinn on the Tigris, about
one day’s march from the ridge of Baramma’, through which the river Tigris cuts its channel.
The ridge stretches west far into Mesopotamia.

Abu-I-Fada’il, Mardsid (Juynboll), Vol. 2, p. 480, says that the settlement of al-Kuhejl
lies below Mosul on the west bhank of the Tigris opposite al-Hadita. The mosque there is
called Meshed al-Kuhejl. Al-Kuhejl is said once to have been a great town.

Thevenot, Voyages (Paris, 1689), Vol. 2, p. 197, journeyed from Mosul to Bagdad along-
side a ridge where, as the story goes, a Frank built a castle called Mekhoul-Calai (Kal‘at

b6
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Serkét ruins, or the anecient Ashur. Along the western foot of the ridge
of al-Makhill winds the valley of at-Tartir, which rises northwest of the
end of the ridge near the hills Tell “Abda,* al-Mrejkis, and an-Negme.

The natives locate the head of at-Tartir in the $etb of at-Trejtir,
which is joined on the right by the ‘Abdan, Horr Morr, al-Hnéfes, and
Fwéa seibdn and on the left by the $¢%b of al-Hamar. In the last-named
$eih are the waters of Sahl Hamed, al-"Elébat, and ad-Dibsijje; in that of
at-Trejtir, the water of al-Gemal. At the junction of al-Hamar with at-
Trejtir are the remains of the bridge al-Kantara, southwest of which lie
the ruins of al-Hazr. East of these ruins, near the river bed of at-Tartér,
is the al-Asrab ruin. Out from the ridge of al-Makh@l run the Se%ibdn
of as-Safa’, al-"Anejbe, Chaft al-Hejl, as-Swejse, al-“AZareb (with the
spring “Ajn Mutlak), Umm al-Ruruba, al-Manglr, and az-Zubejdi. In the
last-named are the natural wells of az-Zubejdi, Belaliz,*2 Abu Séten,
and Hedren.

West of the well of Hedren rises the Tell Bakr ruin mound, and
south of it stands the shrine of as- Sejh Hadid. On the ridge of al-Makhil,
above the Tigris, are the al-Msahhak and al-Gabbir ruins with, to the
south, the well of al-Maras and the Se’tb and shrine of al-Msallaha. South
of az-Zubejdi at-Tartar is joined on the left by the Se‘ibdn of at-Tmérit,
Ab-al-Kdfir, as-Samlime, Umm Rurube (with the well al-Hejl), al-Eféteh,
and Abu Ged: a; this last Se%b is ‘traversed by the road to “Ana. The Se“ibdin
which Jom at-Tartar on the right are shallow and short. South of al-Hazr
are the Setbdn of Sadde, ad-Dbarijje, and at-Tejlijje, the latter coming
from the wells of as- Suh al-Khejfat, and al-“Azamijjat. In the $e'ib of
al- Guhlan is a well of the same name, west of which lies the Bir Nufeja
and to the south the watering place of as-Sharijjat. East of this are the
wells of al-Rorejrat, with the well of ag- SteJtat to the south of them.
Below the §etb of az-Zubejdi at-Tartar is joined by the Seib of al-Hdejbe,
at the head of which lie the Bir abu Dkér and the Benijjet al-FAZ ruin.
Southwest of the latter are the wells of al-Bahhat, as-Semadan, Abu Zbér,
Ammu Tbiik, al-Lélahijje, and al-Helhi. Southeast of Abu Zbé&r are the
wells of al-Merwan, at-Tmejlijjat, al-Mustafjat, and al-Mra’. West of
at-Tmérat are the wells of al-“Arsa, al-Mane‘e, and Benijjet al-Malha.
Immediately below the junction of the §e%b of Umm Rurube with at-
Tartér is that of the Je%b of at-Tbejsijje, and close to the mouth of the
Setb of al-Eféteh near Kabr as-Slubi is that of a $eb descending from
the springs of al-Grejbi‘at.

Makhtl), — Kal‘at Makhil is also known as Kasr al-Banit, Right below it the Tigris reccives the

%<8

52 of Gehennam, which may be identical with the 3¢%b of al-Kuhejl. This agrees with the
twenty parasangs distance from Mosul.

Al-Makhdl, perhaps, is also identical with the older al-*Akr.

Ibn BattGta (Tuhfe [Defrémery and Sanguinetti], Vol. 2, p. 133), after two maxrches
from Tekrit, reached the settlement of al-“Akr on the bank of the Tigris. He writes that above
the town rises a conical hill with the remains of a castle at the foot of which stands the Han
al-Hadid, solidly built and strengthened with towers. From here to Mosul there was one
settlement after another on the road. :

According to Abu-l-Fadd’il, op. ¢it., Vol. 2, p. 267, this settlement was called “Akr
ibn Zu‘la’.

- Al-Ahtal, Diwdn (Salhani), p. 32, mentions Tell ‘Abda near al-IIa3%4k on the at-
Tartar river.

2 Jakat, Mu‘gam (VVustenfeld), Vol. 1, p. 711, says that al-Belalik is a place between
Tekrit and Mosul and that it is also called al-Beldlif, by interchanging k with §. — The
¢ here represents a palatal pronunciation of [, which in the Rwala dialect ‘differs ﬁom the
sound of g§.
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THE SEIB OF SiSIN TO AL-GAMMA

On May 12, 1912, we began our march at 512 A. M. in
a westerly direction through an undulating country with a
few broad valleys. To the southwest appeared a rather low
cone where the well of al-Rurban is situated; to the north-
west some little heaps of stone marked the position of the
small spring of al-Bégat. At 6.05 we had to the south the
ruin and well of al-Gabran, and at 7.10 we rode through the
getb of al-Bsejtin, at the head of which is the water of al-
Bsejtin and farther down the springs of ad-Drejge, al-Ruzlani,
al-Hrejs, al-Abtah, as- Su;Juh and al-Hammas. By 8.07 we were
at the wells of al-Humrani,* situated in a broad vale sloping
to the south and bordered with the low hillocks Kart al-Hasa.
The water of al-Humrani is brackish and the v1cm1ty desolate
with dark-gray cmmbhnd soil. About five kilometers to the
west could be seen the ruing of the khan of al-Ehwén on the
road to “Ana which leads west past the wells of Abu Ged‘a, as-
Slubi, Benijjet Hamad, al-Ma‘alef, Ammu Rkéba, Abu Darag,
al-Ehdjébe, al-Méabbas, an-Nhejle, Sahl at-Tawil, Sahl abu
Hrejbe, at-Takake, and as-Sfa’.

The e of al- Humram converges with the Setd of al-
Bsejtin; to the west of the latter are the wells of Abu Ghas,
al-Mankb, ag-Sakra, and as-Sadde. From 8.25 to 8.56 we took
our rest. Then turning southwest we reached at 10.10 the well
five kllometers away, the right bank of the at-Tartar valley,
bordered with a row of sidr trees. At 12.20 P. M. we crossed
the $etb of al-Mrér, which has many wells with brackish water,
and from 12.30 to 1.31 we rested.

Al-Mrér runs southwest between the hills of Markab
Farhan and Markab al-Hama on the west and of al-“Awsegijje
on the east. The wells of Abu Zumaijel and al-“Awsegijje are
both in this valley. South of the latter rises the Tell al-Malhét,
close to which lies the well of al-Méalha, while to the west
flows the spring “Ajn al-Arnab. From this spring and from
the wells of al-Mumbatah, al-Krejde, and Umm al-Hajaja
several short little gullies descend to at-Tartir. At 2.35 we
had on our right the spring of an-Nhejle, which lies at the
southern foot of the hillock of Abu Geda.

8 Jaklt, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 333, states that Kasr Humrfina is the name of a settlement
one day’s journey from Tekrit near al-Ma‘$tik west of Simarra. — Evidently the farm of
Humréana lay on the road from Tekrit; we may therefore identify it with our Humréani.
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At 2,45 we reached the western edge of the plateau that
stretches between the Tigris and the broad valley of at-Tartér,
which we saw before us, bordered on the west by a gray slope
and filled with dark-green groves and little, reddish, glisten-
ing ponds. The valley disappeared far to the south behind
the high red cone of al-HSejbi, where shone the surface of a
salina not unlike a frozen pond. Our guide recognized this as
Umm Rahal. People from all the settlements far around, as
well as from Tekrit, get their salt from this lake, claiming it
to be of much better taste than that from the salt pan Melh
al-Askar north of Ana, or from other salt pans west of at-
Tartdr. The descent was quite difficult, especially at first
because the yellowish ground was worn away to some depth
and all the gradients were steep. At 3.25 we rode past the
spring “Ajn al-Hasa, just then full of locusts. After winding
our way between innumerable mounds of earth, we finally
descended to the small basin of at-Trejtir (not to be confused
with the Se%b of the same name at the head of at-Tartér),
which is covered with a thick growth of grass and in which
we encamped at five o’clock in the afternoon. The setting sun
was already disappearing beyond the plateau to the west. To
the north the mesas of Humr at-Tubejsijje and Ammu Rkéba
were still visible.

On May 13, 1912, at 5.06 A. M. we were again on the
road. The §eib of at-Trejtir widens into a plain bordered on
the east by a high escarpment with layers of rock salt. On
the north appeared the white tomb Kabr as-Slubi. At 5.40 we
were on the bank of the channel of at-Tartir. The valley of at-
Tartar is from six to ten kilometers wide and is very swampy
and shallow, so that the river spreads far abroad when in
flood. At such times it is very difficult to cross, as the animals
cannot avoid the swamps. Only on the left bank of the Seib
of at-Trejtir rocky ground reaches almost to the channel and
thus makes crossing possible. On the right bank is the well
of al-Gamma, which, like all the other wells along our route is
scarcely a meter deep. Here we stopped from 6.00 to 6.18. As
we could not be sure that all the other wells would not, like
this one, be polluted with locusts, we threw the dead ones
out and poured the yellow, brackish, and evil-smelling water
into our water bags.**

+ The river at-Tartdr was known to the ancient authors.

Tukulti Enurta II (Annals [Scheil, Annales (1909), pl. 2], obverse, 1. 45f.; Scheil,
op. cit., p. 14) caught nine wild bulls by the Tartér.
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AL-GAMMA TO AL-MUSTAFEZ

The well of al-Gamma is on the ancient road from Bag-
dad and Meséin northward by way of al-Hazr. Leaving al-
Kézimén, this road passes Tell Rarib, the wells of as-Sab‘a,
al-Wsél, Umm al-Hajija, “Ajn al-Faras al-Gamma, Benijjet
Hamad, al- Grejbiat, Benijjet al- Malha, al- Merwéan, Benijjet
al- Fag, Benijjet at-Tejlijje, al-Hazr, Sréca, Sifra Tartar, and
Tell “Abda. Along the whole road at intervals of about thirty
kilometers halting places or roadside inng (called benijje)
were built.

At 6.30 we came in sight of the eastern bank of the valley
of at-Tartdr (Fig. 22), formed by a precipitous bluff about
twenty meters high. Then we passed through the undulating
plain of at-Tablat, which rises towards the west and is strewn

Scheil, op. cit., p. 35, is of the opinion that Tukulti Ninip (Tukulti Enurta) II ordered
rain water to be drawn from artificial cisterns, which he called gubbu, along the Tartar. The
word gubbu is identical with the modern gubb, signifying an artificial well with spring water;
and of the latter there is a multitude along at-Tartar.

Ptolemy, Geography, V, 18 : 3, refers to a river Saocoras between the Euphrates and
the Tigris. This branches off the river Chaboras (al-Habtr) and flows by itself into the
Euphrates. —

The river Saocoras, not mentioned by any other classical writer, is identical with the
Araxes canal, the Dawrin of today, which branches off from al-Héabir at the settlement
of as-Sukejr, the ancient Saocoras. Of the river at-Tartdr Ptolemy makes no mention whatever,
although a very important commercial center, the fortified town of Hatra, was situated on
it. Ptolemy must have known of Hatra, which he introduces by the corrupted name Bematra
{(rather than Bethatra).

The Arabic authors adopted Ptolemy’s explanation of the origin of the Saocoras — as
issuing from the Chaboras — and explained the origin of at-Tartdr in the same manner.

In the reign of the Caliph “Abdalmalek (685—705 A. D.) the rival Tarleb and Kejs tribes
often met in battle on the banks of at-Tartar. Abu-l-Farag, Ardni (Blak, 1285 A, H.),
Vol. 11, p. 62, relates that the Kejs and Tarleb came to the river at-Tartir between Rés
al-Utejl and al-Kuhejl. A fresh troop of the Tarleb crossed the Tigris at the village of Aba*
between Tekrit and Mosul and also arrived at at-Tartér.

Al-Ahtal, Diwdn (Salhani), p. 22, mentions wild asses on at-Taltar

Ibn al “Atir, Kdnil (Tornberg), Vol. 4, pp. 255f., writes that the river at-Tartir rises
east of the town of Singir near the settlement of Sarrak and empties into the Tigris between
al-Kuhejl and Réas al-Ajl, both of which belong to the administrative district of al-Farag. —
The settlement of Rés al-Ajl is identical with Réas al-Utejl. At-Tartr never emptied into
the Tigris.

Ibn Hordadbeh, Masdlile (De Goeje), p. 175, relates that at-Tartdr branches off from
the river al-Hermds, flows around al-Hadr, and empties into the Tigris. — Al-Hermas is
a branch of al-Habtr. Ibn Hordadbeh does not state at what point at-Tartlr enters the Tigris.

Ibn al-Fakih, Buldin (De Goeje), p. 129, also describes the Nahr at-Tartdr which, he
says, originates at Singér, divides the town of al-Hadr in two, and irrigates many smaller
settlements and gardens. It is navigable and flows into the Euphrates. — There were, however,
not many settlements along at-Tartir except, probably, a small garden here and there. Neither
could boats sail on it, as it has practically no water for many months and its gradient is fairly
steep. It never emptied into the FEuphrates.

Ibn Serapion, “Agd’th (Le Strange), p. 18, says that the river at-Tartir stalts from
the river al-Hermdas (which flows by the town of Nisibin), breaks through a mountain range
into the desert, passes the town of al-Hadr, enters the desert of Singir, and joins the Tigris
from the west two parasangs north of Tekrit. — It is strange indeed that Ibn Serapion, who
knew even the outlying districts around Bagdad so well, did not know that the river at-
Tartar flowed neither info the Tigris nor into the Euphrates.

Abu-1-Feda’, Takwim (Reinaud and De Slane), p. 52, writes that the Euphrates receives
the water of the river al-Hermés, which rises in the Nisibin district. Afterwards the river
at-Tartdr branches off from al-Hermés, flows by the town of al-Hadr through the desert of
Singar, and empties into the Tigris not far from Tekrit; but the river al-Hermas after atg-
Tartir has branched off from it makes a turn towards al-H&blr and joins the latter before
it reaches Karkisija’., A little later Abu-l-Feda’ (ibid., p. 55) remarks that the river at-Tartir
empties into the Tigris below Tekrit; or according to others, above the latter town, at a
distance of two parasangs.
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with countless small natural knolls and domes, all of which
are hollow (Fig. 21) — the result of the solution and weather-
ing of gypsum deposits. Many of these are dilapidated or have
fallen to pieces altogether; but others are intact. It is pos-

F1a. 21—Hollow dome due to solution and erosion
of gypsum; at-Tartar.

sible to crawl into some. A layer of cemented earth and gravel
about fifty centimeters thick forms a kind of a vault over a
space covered with remnants of crystallized gypsum. During
the rains the natives use these knolls for shelter; there is
room for as many as twenty persons in some of them. Be-
tween such bubble-like knolls, on ground composed of rock salt
and crystallized gypsum, gape many hollows of varying sizes,
which the camels carefully avoid.

At 8.30 we reached the wells of Abu Kbara and at 9.23
the wells of Abu Semaé¢ (Fig. 23), where we remained until
11.05. At that time the Dlejm were camping there. They were
led by the son of the imprisoned chief Negres eben Kacld,
with whom we began negotiations in order to assure ourselves
of his protection. The clans under him sometimes encamp on
the edge of the cultivated region between Hit and Samarra,
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where they own some land. He had taken refuge in the inner
desert, that he might be in a position to attack the govern-
ment officials and their protégés on every possible occasion.
I promised him that we would exert ourselves on behalf of
his imprisoned father, if he would give us a guarantee that
his followers would not molest us. e agreed in turn to send
with us one of his servants as a sign that we were under
his protection; but in return we had to give him our word
to send the servant back as soon as the banks of the Euphrates
were sighted. As he had an excellent knowledge of the country
between the salina of Umm Rahal and the Euphrates, he
marked for me in the sand the location of the different places,
thus enabling me to sketch a map which I could use when
making further inquiries. Eben K&d had camped during the
last six months at nearly all the wells between al-Habtr and
Tekrit and hence knew the names of the wells situated by the
principal roads. This gave me a clear idea of their exact loca-
tion and of the distances between each.

The shallow $e‘ib of Abu Seméic ends in at-Tartir opposite the $eib
which descends from ‘Ajn al-Faras. South of Abu Seméaé at-Tartar is
joined by a§-Stejhijje (where there isthe water of ad-Dekfiki) and farther
south by Ammu-t-Thil, Abu Snéne, and al-A‘wag. These all rise on a
broad upland across which leads the road from Abu Semié to Hit and
where are the wells of Abu Trejlijje, al-Rzejjel, at-Twil, al-"Ejdi, and
al-Kmejzem. Southwest of Abu Semidé is the watering place of ar-Rigma,

Ava

south of which lie the wells of Ummu Thik, al-Mwézibe, and al-Mrejzel.
Southwest of the last-named is Abu Sféha. West of ar-Rigma there is
good water in the well of al-"Ak&bi, to the west of which the undulating
plain, intersected by numerous $Se‘ibdn of all sizes, slopes down to the
Euphrates.

The water in the well of Abu Seméc¢ comes out of the
ground with considerable force and forms bubbles. It is even
gaid that sometimes it brings small fish to the surface, whence
its name Abu Seméé (Father of Fishes). Its taste is slightly
brackish, like all the waters in al-BurrejZze — as the district
between al-Hablr and the Tigris and from the Singar ridge
to the Euphrates is called. BurréZ means either rock salt or
mica, which flash like lightning when exposed to the rays of
the sun.

At 12.23 P. M. the cone of Markab al-Ahejmer came into
view to the west. From 12.835 we rested below the Bir al-Ahej-
mer until 1.30, when we set off again in a west-northwesterly
direction. At 2.40 the well of ar-Rbéza was on our right; at
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3.20 we could see a few hillocks to the southwest, among which
were the waters of al-Kzejm. To the north lay the wells of
Abu Keldjed and spring of al-Melwah. The latter comes out
with such force that its roar can be heard for a consider-
able distance. Close by stand the ruins of a small building.
North of al-Melwéh rose the low scarp of Ammu Rkéba, while
to the northwest the setting sun shed its last rays on the
similar scarp of al-L.0lahijje. Al-Lblahijje stretches from the
northwest, where it is called Kerdjen Fatme, to the southeast .
under the names Ammu-t-Tls and Humr at-Tubej&ijje. North
of it a small group of low mesas, Kiir umm ad-Dli, face the
south in a similar but shorter escarpment. Between the latter
and al-Lolahijje, beginning from the south, are these wells:
al-Ldlahijje, al-Helhi, Ammu Thiik, Abu Zbér, as-Semadan, and
Umm ad-DIi.

Turning now more northwest, at 5.10 we reached the well
of al-Mustafez, on the west side of which we made camp.

AL-MUSTAFEZ TO BiR ABU DARAG

The country was of a uniform nature — a smooth, polished,
rocky ground with pits and hollow knolls. In the low places
grew half-dry annuals and very poor perennials, principally
rimt, rite, zrejie, §ih, and kejsim.

Our guide Ahmed al-Hattab of the Bégat clan of the ‘Akej-
dat was for eleven years the chief of a robber band. His brother
was killed by a gendarme sergeant in the course of a dispute.
In revenge Ahmed killed the sergeant and two gendarmes and
then fled with twenty riders and their families to the inner
desert. Their usual camping ground was between at-Tartar
and the Tigris, whence they made marauding trips to the
highroads. At night he used to vigit Tekrit, the home of his
beloved, whose parents from fear of the Government would
not let her marry him. Finally the girl’s father began to
negotiate with the officer in command of the gendarmes, offer-
ing to make amends for the blood which had been shed. The
commander asked for ten mares and a mule, but all Ahmed
was willing to give was one mare. The commander just then
received information that Ahmed was camping in the neigh-
borhood of Tekrit and was intending to visit his sweetheart;
he summoned his gendarmes and went to arrest him, but
Ahmed proved himself to be the more astute of the two.
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Learning through his countrymen on what night the gen-
darmes would leave their three tents pitched by the river near
Tekrit, he attacked them with his riders, killed two of the
gendarmes who remained there as a guard, took the tents

Fia. 22—At-Tartar, left bank.

and six mules, sent these spoils by two of his men to the
desert, and then ambushed the gendarme commander with
the rest of his force. The commander fell, several gendarmes
were wounded, and the rest escaped. In the following years
he robbed more than twenty wagons on the highroad, cap-
tured about thirty-six government mules, and filled the gen-
darmes with such respect for his person that they made no
more attempts to arrest him. In 1909 when the Sultan Abdul-
Hamid was dethroned, Ahmed, together with other rebels, was
pardoned, married the woman of his love, and moved to Tekrit.
In 1911 he was elected a member of the assizes and was able
to rent the collection of taxes.

On May 14, 1912, leaving at 5.07 A. M., we journeyed
northwestwards and at 5.51 reached the watershed between
at-Tartar and the Euphrates. To the south — that is, toward
the Euphrates — extends arocky, undulating region with broad,
upland areas and shallow valleys. The plateaus are almost
bare; in the alluvial seoil of the lowlands, however, perennials of
several kinds do well. There were no annuals. The southeastern
part of this country is called Sakran; the center, “‘Allawi; and
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the northwestern part, al-Watéha. Between the two latter di-
vigions are the tabular hills Kart al-Rubejn. Southwest of
the Euphrates the country is shut in by a rather low but
conspicuous line of bluffs. To the west of al-Wataha rise iso-

Fi1a. 28—Our caravan at Abu Semaié.

lated table-shaped hills divided by deep hollows called shiil.
A sahl (plural, shiil) is, properly, & narrow channel dammed-
in by rocks, where rain water accumulates under the gravel.
On the road from Tekrit to ‘Ana are the shdil of at-Tawil,
Abu Hrejbe, at-Takake, and as-Sfa’; northwest of the latter,
the Sahl at-Tin; below that of at-Takéke, the Sahl al-Hadetin;
and above the Sahl abu Hrejbe, the sidl of az-Zkét and ar-
Rumazani. At this last spot there is also an ordinary well.

An icy north wind was now blowing, against which we
vainly tried to protect ourselves. It went through our thin
clothing right to the skin. Unable to remain in our saddles
any longer, where the wind kept lifting our cloaks and ker-
chiefs, we walked most of the time. At 7.55 we sighted to
the northeast the hills of Ammu Rkéba and could even see
Humyr at-Tubej8ijje. To the north lay the butte Markab al-
Fag, in the neighborhood of which are the wells Méalhat al-
Fag and Rbézat al-Fag.

The aspect of the country did not change. Nothing was
seen in either direction but the hollow knolls (fabldt), with
pits of various sizes between them and only here and there
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a dingle overgrown with perennials. As there had been no
rain in the last winter, scarcely any annuals were to be seen.
From 8.20 to 9.18 our camels grazed. At 10.55 we were at
the well Bir abu Darag on the road from Tekrit to <Ana.
Northeast of this well the scarp of Ammu Rkéba sinks so
low that one can see beyond it to al-Lélahijje and Ammu-t-
Tiis. Northwest of us appeared the hill Klejb al-Mrejzel, behind
it the spur Ris as-Shil, and still farther away the gray escarp-
ment Kart at-Tammase.

BIR ABU DARAG TO THE MOSUL HIGHWAY

The wind did not cease, but veered suddenly and blew
in our faces direct from the west. The sgky was hidden by
dense clouds, the sun gave no warmth at all, and our fingers
became stiff with cold. From 12.10 to 1.11 P. M. we rested.
Our Dlejmi guide did not wish to go any farther, and Ahmed
al-Hattab likewise showed much desire to return. Ahmed was
undoubtedly afraid of meeting some fellihin from Rawa or
merchants from “Ana whom he had robbed several times and
who might now take his mare as a sort of compensation. The
Dlejmi had wounded a Rdwa man and so far had failed to pay
the indemnity agreed on. Therefore he was much concerned
for his she-camel. Both he and Ahmed felt cold. Ahmed rode
in his shirt only and the Dlejmi, wrapped in a torn cloak,
longed for the shelter of a tent and the warmth of a fire.
The gendarmes, too, shook with cold, but they wanted to go
forward, not back, knowing that in “Ana they would be relieved
by the gendarmes stationed there; therefore they urged us on,
even threatening to shoot the Dlejmi and Ahmed, should they
leave us before we reached the road from ‘Ana to Mosul.

It was not a merry journey. The guides were dissatisfied,
everybody was stiff with cold, and the region unchangingly
monotonous. To the north were low escarpments, to the south
an almost level plain, in front of us the hills of al-Mrejzel,
and all around hollow domes or “bubbles” (fabldt) with cir-
cular holes, between which our camels stepped with evident
fear. Some of the “bubbles” are as much as three meters high
and from ten to fifteen meters in diameter. Many of them
have caved in but others are still intact. They usually begin
to crumble at their lowest part, which is most affected by
wind-blown sand. The crust of each “bubble,” which gradually
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becomes thinner and thinner, is at last broken by wind or
rain and the hole thus made widens out until the whole has
fallen in. The pieces of such a “bubble” are sharp and glisten
as if mixed with mirror glass.

From 2.50 to 3.12 our camels grazed. Green perennials
became more scarce the farther we went. We were now ap-
proaching a region where there had been no good rain for
several years past. At 5.52 the cold west wind brought a fine
rain and therefore we camped between the heights of al-Hmé&m
to the south and Kart at-Tammase to the north. Ahmed point-
ed out to us the wells of at-Tnejnir east of our camp, of as-
Skek to the north, and of al-HImém to the south of as- Skek
In Kart at-Tammase good Water can be had at the well of
Nuk1d. In splte of the rain, we gathered a large heap of dry
perennials, lighted a huge fire, warmed ourselves as best we
could, drank hot tea, and soon forgot the cold, which had
been tormenting us all day. Only the wind would not abate
and was continually overthrowing our tents throughout the
night, so that we could sleep but little.

On May 15, 1912, by 5.40 A. M. we were on the road.
It was not raining, but a cold wind was still blowing and the
sky was enveloped in gray clouds. Above the plain hovered a
thick fog. Monotony again, nowhere any change in the scen-
ery. The same smooth level ground, the same “bubbles,”
hollows, low hillocks, and table-shaped heights, but nothing
worthy of attention.

At 6.40 we reached the highway, Darb as-Sultani, leading
from “Ana via an-Negme to Mosul.

COUNTRY TO THE NORTH OF ‘ANA

The Darb as-Sulténi is wide and trodden hard, a sign that it is still
much used for travel. From the Euphrates it rises in quite a steep ascent
over the slopes of “Elw Cibrit, Mesbah al-Krejjem, Kart al-Harrar, and
as-Sanégre, and thence traverses the plain of al-BurrejZze in a north-
northeasterly direction. In this plain it passes the wells of Umm al-
Ma'atin, as-Sabra, Fatme, at-Twejsln, as-Sad'8n, at-Trejfawi, Klejb al-
Melldh, Umm Rejrg, Umm ad-Dijabe; west of al-Hazr it passes the wells
of Sré&‘a, Fwé'a, al-Gemal, ad-Dibsijje, Sahl “Attaf, and al-Metjdha. Beyond
the well of as-Sabra the road mounts the scarp Kart at-Tamméase; beyond
Fatme it enters the valley of Hor Mw'ejd; beyond at-Twejsin it traverses
the lowland Nukrat al-‘Uwén, and beyond as-Sad‘4n it goes around the
salina or salt pan Melh at-Trejfawi. The Kart at-Tammése ends west of
the highroad near the well of a§-S alldle; south of this begins another scarp,
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the Kart abu-s-S{in, and then Hazm eben Bwéne, which extends as far
west as the salt pan Melh al- ‘EdeJd The scarp of KelaJen Fatme is con-
nected on the west with the Kart al-Hoér, the Ka®id as- Sared, al- Ka'idén,
and with the Kart az-Zejjer near the salt pan Melh al-‘Edejd. Near the
Kart az-Zejjer are the wells of Abu “Avagi, La‘ame, al-Grejbi‘at, ad-
Duhtl, al-Rardj, as-Safawijjat, and al-Malha. The Nukrat al-Uwén is
shut in on the northwest by the scarps of al-Kattir and Kart al-Mezadeh,
between which lies the salt pan Melh al- Kattal with the well of a§-Sakma
to the southwest. North of the salt pan of al- Kattdr and west of the
salt pan of at-Trejf awi are the wells of at-Tmahijjat, ‘Okélt az-Zellan,
Abu Shame, and ag Srejjer; north of these lie the wells of al-Gnejf, al-
Gwejmel, and farther on at-Tmahijjat in the lowland Nukrat Umm
ad-Dijabe. The salina Melh al- Askar occupies the western half of this
low plain, which lies about twenty kilometers north of the scarp Kéart
al-MeZadeh and is shut in on the west by the spur HasSmet al-Bagsila
and the Kéart ar-Rose, while the Hazm al-Meleh enters it from the north.
The salt pan of al-Agkar is widest on its south side; to the north it divides
into two branches — the eastern being known as Melh Hesn&n and the
western as as-Snésle — and encloses the Hazm al-Meleh as if it were a
peninsula. In the as-Snésle branch terminate the se%bdn which wind from
the wells of Trej al-Karrdh, al-Wuset, and al-Mellah. Between the two
branches of the salt pan are the waters of al-Bwejzi and the Sahl abu
Kejstima. On the southern edge of al-ASkar are several wells, all contain-
ing rather brackish water. The best water is in the wells of M4alhat al-
Matwijje, al-Fawwarit, Abu Cerd, and, on the west, Abu Zidah and Abu
Hwejme. South of Abu Zidah stand, on the Hagmet al-Bassala, the cones
of al-Mendjef and Kzejz Na'am.

From ‘Ana to Mosul there is also a road by way of Singar. On the
slopes of the Euphrates valley it is called Darb al-Mellan, in the plateau
Darb Singar. In a northwesterly direction it ascends the Maksar al-Gemal,
Kart ag-SGfi, Abu Rarab, and al-Mahriik, reaching the plateau at the
last-named, where it turns almost due north. Alongside this road lie the
wells of Sahl al-Emir, az-Zerkab, al-Hebga, al-Hagal, Nhejlet abu Rarab,
al-Maleh, Sré‘at al- -Rarbijje, Srécat ‘Abdelleh, La: ame, ad-Duhtl, Abu Ra-
sén, ‘Aklat al-Hesjan, a§-Subejéa, al-Menhar, and Trej al-Melldh. Nearly
due west of Trej al-Melldh rises the high hillock Tlejl as-Sakkéar, south
of which are the wells of al-Gerdijje, al-Rzejjel, al-Maleh, ar-Radle, and
Abu Hejaja. West of these wells the higher plateau sends out to the.
south the low ridge of al-Cabd, above which rise several knolls. South-
west of al-Cabd in the salt pan of ar-Rowza terminates the $e%b of al- A%,
which comes from the Tlejl as-Sakkar to the northeast. At the head of
this valley is the spring of al-“Eséle. Al-A%1% is joined on the left by the
Se‘tbdn of al-Hwejsijje and at- Tagalijje which lie west of Rigm °“Ajjar
and in which there are springs of the same names. On its right al-*AZi%
is joined by the Se‘ibdn of al-Bedi‘a, al-Mugarama®, al-Mufallaka, ‘Ok&lt
al-Halib, as-Sihel, Umm Rurejba, and Umm Ruruba, all of which contain
watering places. Fast of the well of Umm Rurejba, at the foot of al-Cabd,
lies the watering place Kulban as-Slubi.

From the Melldn road at the well of Sréat “Abdelleh a road turns
west towards al-Hab{ir, which! it reaches below the village of ad-De¥ige.
Along this road lie the wells of as-Safawijjat, Trejfawi al-Mellah, Hesjan
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al-Rlejsijje, and al-Hubejra. Northeast of as-Safawijjat there is good
water in the well of al-Raréj, lying nearly halfway between ag-Safawijjat
and ad-Duhil. North of al-Raraj is the Bir Tartén, above which rises a
hill with two tops, the Abu Résén. Between ag-Safawijjat and Trejfawi
al-Melldh the road leads close by .the salina of al-“Edejd and passes north
of the salt pan of ar-Rowza.

KART AS-SANAGRE TO RAWA

Both the Dlejmi and Ahmed now wanted to return, but as
we needed them to tell us the names of the different places
on our descent to the Buphrates, we did not let them go and
continued our journey on the highroad in a south-south-
westerly direction.

The -plateau falls away here toward the river, but in a series of
distinct step-like gradients, of which the K&rt as-Sandgre forms the
northernmost. This scarp on the southeast connects with the Kért abu-1-
Kerwa and Kéart al-Rubejn and on the west with the Kért al-Mahrik,
with Xar Twejsén al-Melldh, and with Kir at-Tajjarat near the salt pan of
al-‘Edejd. On the southern slope of Kart as-Sanégre is the water of az-
Za‘ejzi‘; below al-Mahrik are the waters Umm °Aza, al-Kgéa, and Hwéha.

From 7.50 to 8.25 we rested on the Kart as-Sanagre. The
Dlejmi begged to be allowed to go, before any felldhin from
Rawa saw him. We assured him of our protection, but he
feared that his enemies might lie in ambush somewhere and
take his she-camel from him after his discharge. So he was
paid off and he left at once. Ahmed, who wanted to go with
him, remained only when told he would not get a bdra (about
one mill) until the gardens of the Rawa settlement came in
sight and that in any case on his mare he could escape his
enemies more eagily than the Dlejmi on his she-camel.

At 9.28 we were on the upper edge of the Kart al-Harrar,
whence we beheld for the first time the rugged vicinity of
the Euphrates. To the southwest and southeast clustered in-
numerable mesas, hills, hillocks, and knolls separated by deep
cullies and ravines. Here and there narrow white strips of
level ground appeared, but it would have been very difficult
to get from one to another. To the east yawned the ravine of
the “Ana valley in which the water of az-Za‘ejzic is situated.
To the right of this valley rises the Kart aby Battiha with
the rain well Mokr abu Battiha, and to the left Umm Rejra
and the Kart al-Enab. Almost due south projected the Tell
al-Faras and to the southwest the vellow chain of the Kart
as-Stfi hills and the longish hillock Maksar al-Gemal.
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Many spots showed traces of the efforts of men to break
through the rocks and make the descent easier. Crossing such
places from the high terrace Mesbah al-Krejjem, at 11.20 we
reached the stony plain of at-Tin and at twelve o’clock were

F1g. 24—Our camp near Rawa.

on the branch road to Tekrit. Thence we had to lead our
camels by the reins in order to pass around the isolated cones
and stunted buttes in the deep ravines, a feat often difficult
even for pedestrians.

The valley of the Euphrates was enveloped in dense gray
vapors. The wind abated; the sun, which gave out heat like
a furnace, could not be seen through the air, laden as it was
with fine dust and sand. We longed for fresh water and for
the cool of shady gardens, knowing that both were within our
reach, but the pace of the led camels could not be quickened —
and all around us were white and yellowish weathered rocks,
without a vestige of green and without offering cover as a
protection from attack.

At 12.40 P. M. we sighted on our right on the slope of az-
Zerkab two sidr trees and down below us the ruined barracks
of al-Kal‘a above the setflement of RAwa. Here Ahmed al-
Hattab stopped and after receiving his wages rode as fast as
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he could toward the road to Tekrit. At one o’clock we turned
west, descended from the steep bluff on which the shrine of
aé—éejh Regeb stands, and saw below us the gardens of al- .
Hrejbe. But as the camels could not descend as we did a
detour was necessary. Finally, at 1.40 we halted in al-Hrejbe
by three mulberry and two sidr trees (Fig. 24). There were
no other trees, because the Dlejm had demolished the garden
wall and cut down the trees and bushes. The main gardens
extend to the east of al-Hrejbe and are called al-Mu‘ejmire,
ad-Daragijje, al-Mescenijje, az-Zrejzijje, al-Helalijje, “Obejd-
allah, az-Za<farane, and al-Hali¢; finally comes the settle-
ment of Réawa.

After resting a while and drinking some hot tea, we
dismissed the gendarmes, who had themselves ferried over
to °Aqa without delay. In the afternoon we received a visit
from Serif eben “Ali, my companion on my trip to the Hegaz
in 1910. He brought some men with him who were familiar
with the whole of al-BurrejZze. They helped me sketch a map of
the various roads, work which kept me busy until late at night.

The settlement of Rawa is made up of the following
districts:

as-Sade or al-Ahrib as-Swahig

as-Sardhne al-Bu “Obejd.
The chief elder, Muhsen eben Muhammed, comes from as-Sade.
His brother Ibrahim had been three times to Constantinople
for an audience with the Sultan.

Palm gardens are very expensive to plant. A square drd-
(58 square decimeters) of such ground costs at leagt half a
megidijje (45 cents) and a grown palm costs two to three
Turkish pounds ($ 9 to $ 13.50).

The patron of the settlement is Sheikh Regeb eben Ahmed
ar-Reféi. Once when Riwa was besieged by the “Akejl and
soidiers, Regeb defended it for twenty-eight days, helping the
besieged inhabitants by various means. On the twenty-ninth
day he finally emerged from his grave in the shape of a
gazelle buck and ran against the besiegers. Seeing this portent,
the besieged followed him, threw themselves on the <Akejl
and the soldiers, killed them, and thus preserved their in-
dependence. When soldiers were sent to the large barracks
built there in 1872 by Midhat Pasha, Regeb tormented the
poor fellows for three nights so cruelly that they fled terror-
stricken, and the barracks remained empty.
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From Rawa many goods are transported on camels and
donkeys to Mosul. Coffee, petroleum, clothes, and other Eu-
ropean products are shipped by boats from Biregik to Rawa,
where they are reloaded on camels and carried farther on to
Mosul, whence in turn tobacco for water pipes (fumbak) and
raising are brought for transshipment to Aleppo or Damascus.
A camel with a moderate load needs eight nights to cover
the distance between Réwa and Bagdad, or nine marches of
thirty kilometers; the charge is one Turkish pound (§ 4.50)
for each camel. From Bagdad the camels bring tallow, dates,
grape honey (dibes), and fummen (a kind of rice). These cara-
vans are exposed to frequent attacks by the Dlejm. The in-
habitants of Rawa—or, as they are called, Rawijjin — are
much braver than the “Anijjin, or inhabitants of “Ana. They
often raid the gardens of the latter, pluck their dates, and
compel them to pay the hdwa (fribute for peace and pro-
tection).

May 16, 1912. I was at work as early as five in the morn-
ing gathering data for my map. As to many of the districts
I inquired of each of five or six informants separately, so
that none of them would know what the others had drawn
or said. In this manner I made at least partly sure that their
statements were correct. In the evening Serif brought me two
Dlejm from the environs of Hit who completed the map I had
sketched from information furnished by Chief Eben Negres.
I found that they did not contradict each other to any ap-
preciable extent.




CHAPTER VI
RAWA TO AR-RAKKA BY WAY OF AS-SWAR

RAWA TO THE PLAIN OF AL-EXREKE;
THE "AKEJDAT TRIBE

May 17, 1912, At 5.15 A. M. we set out westward along
the left bank of the Euphrates. At 5.830 we had on our left
the fields of al-Emerijje. These are bounded on the north
by the Barddin hills, above which rise the cones of Da‘éble,
Selmén, and Twérén. At 550 we saw on the left the huts of
Abu Kawwa and in the Euphrates remains of broken-down
flush wheels (Fig. 25); on the right the Setb of al-IIsewan, to
the right of which the spur HaSmet an-Nihel, on which lies
the ruin Kisat al-Kratijje, reaches the river. Leaving the bank,
we turned towards the plateau. At 6.40 we approached the
fields of al-Urijje and at 7.08 crossed the $eib of Gabala, on
the slope of which are the caves Cahf as-Swélem. At 7.80 we
had the fields of an-Nétrijje on our left and at eight o’clock
took the road leading to the salina of al--Edejd. On this road
we met a migrating party of the ag-Gerijfe clansmen, who
cultivate the fields of an-Nétrijje and al-Urijje. The Gerijfe
are members of the “Akejdat tribe.

The ‘Akejdat tribe own the banks of the Euphrates from at-Tibni
to al-Fhejmi and those of the river al-Hablr as far as Tell as-Sejh Hamed.
They are divided as follows:

al-Bu Camel

al-Bu Cemél

_ al-Bkejjer; this division camps on al-Hab{ir from al-Bsejra to
Tell ag-Séh Hamed. 3
The clans of al-Bu Cémel:

az-Zwahre (chief: Tabban eben Hefle)
ad-Da‘écel ( ,, Daws eben “Addad)
a§-Shabat ( 5,  Hsén eben Hezel)
at-Talla® ¢ ‘Abdallah eben “Ali)
az-7Zhejjeb ¢ Munadi al-Halil)
al-Kuran ( ,, “Abed eben “Abejji)
al-Bu Rhama ( ,, Egbarat eben Halil)
as-Sa‘état ( ,, Hamed abu Sab’)
al-Mesahde « 5 Hagg eben Halaf)
ag-Ghejs « , Halaf eben “Agil)
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az-Zebari (chief: Ahmed eben °Ali)
al-Bu Serdja ( ,, Hamm{d eben S14%)
ad-Dijab ( ,  “Abdalldh eben Hagg)
al-Bu ‘Izzeddin ( Sari eben ‘Abdadlerim)
The clans of al-Bu Cemil:
al-‘Azér (chief: “Ali eben Mhemmed eben Negres)
ad-Demim ,,  Ali eben Hsén)

»»  Mhammad eben Dandal)
Sajjah eben “Abdalldh)
- Slémén eben Shejhan)

al-Hasstin
ag-Gerrah
al-Bu Hardén

NN S

al-Mrih ,, Hazzid® eben Mhalla)
ag-Gerajfe .
al-Megawde C » Hammed as-Sammar)

The clans of al-Bkejjer:
al-Hnédi (chief: Haggag eben Harbi)

al-MiSref ( , Gedan eben Hsén)
al-Halaf ( ,,  Ceben eben Garallah)
al-Kbésa (G Srir eben °“Afif)
as-Sahan « Farhin eben Kassar)
al-Farag (G- Farhan eben Melhem)
al-Bu Lil ( ,, Mifisa eben Saleh)

(

al-Bu Hléhel . Ehzam eben °Ali)
al-Bu Me‘ét ( ,, Damik eben “Ali)

North of the cones of Twérén rises the mesa of al-Géane
and northwest of it the mesa of Abu Mahamer. By the last-
named there is a very shallow well of the same name, visited
now and again by wild asses. These rare animals graze on
the plain of al-Burrejze and have their hiding places in the
ravines near Abu Mahamer, where hunters often lie in wait
for them. Our guide, Gamil, alleged that he had once seen
there a herd of about sixty asses, both large and small. Near
the well of Abu Thul he shot one; the wounded animal tried
to escape but was easily overtaken by a man on horseback.
The flesh of the ass is eaten, while from the hide various
articles are manufactured. At 8.22 we crossed the $e%b of ad-
Dahérig, which rises near Abu Mah&mer and joins the Euphrates
at the hamlet of Srejser. Our ascent led between crags with
jagged walls and across narrow, deep gullies. The terraces by
which the plateau falls away towards the Euphrates were still
in sight. The beds of rock salt, called gibgdbe by our guide,
became thicker the hicher we ascended. From 9.25 to 9.57
our camels grazed by the Setd of “Ud as-Sadde. To the west
appeared the low butte of al-Megdd with the remains of a
fortress on it.
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At 10.40 east of the “Ajn as-Sakra we crossed the deep
Sesib of al-Hambeli, which looks as if it had been worn out
of white crags; it is joined by the small Setd of Abu Dikr,
which we were just passing through. Al-Hambeli starts in the

F1c. 25—Remains of flush wheel in Euphrates near Abu Kawwa.

ravine of Sahl Hwéha and reaches the Euphrates at the hamlet
of as-Semsijje. In its channel are numerous hollows as much
as thirty meters deep, in which, however, the water cannot
accumulate, as it soon evaporates or filters through the gyp-
sum soil. At 11.45 we reached the dam of al-Harbaka, which
consists of a stone wall eighty centimeters thick built across
the narrowest part of the $eb; northwest of the wall the Se%b
opens out as a basin of considerable size, easily convertible
into a pond. In the course of time this basin has been filled
with alluvial soil, the dam has fallen down, and the water is
now wearing out a deep new channel for itself. Much nejtil
— or jetndn, as our guide called it — grows all over the basin,
The Dlejm boil this plant and rub the thick unguent thus
obtained into the fleece of their mangy sheep.

The ravines above Rawa are the hiding place of many
beasts of prey: the wolf, the nimr (leopard; plural, anmdr),
and the rorejri. Above al--Emerijje three anmdr were shot in
the summer of 1911. The rorejri is an animal about the
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length of a dog, but not so tall. It has a broad, white back,
black sides, and a short, goat-like snout. Our guide related
that he was once attacked by a rorejri near at-Takidke and
managed to beat off the wild beast only with the greatest
effort.

At 1230 P. M. we saw to the northwest the well of al-
Medkar, with the escarpment of Kiir at-Tajjarat behind it
and to the west the mesa of al-Mestah. From 12.35 to 1.40 our
camels grazed. At 1.47 on the left by the road appeared the
grave Kabr Gaber and beyond it to the west the mesa Kart
al-Mesajed, with the waters Sahl al-Flahijje to the north and
Abu Barabi¢ to the south. At 2.10 on our right we saw the
head of the Seib of Abu Dikr. At 2.23 we ascended to the
broad plateau of Fejzat al--Aldwi, on which are wide, shallow
depressions or sowh (plural, sijih), overgrown with serr. Its
northern boundaries are the flat- topped heights Kir Twejsin
al-Mellah and Kar at-Tajjarat. At 3.25 the summit of the
Kart as-Si¢ée came into view to the southwest, and at 4.38
we began to descend to the wide plain of al-Ekreke. Much
serr, gezar, $ndn, and ‘afw grow there; the wood of the latter
burns for a long time.

On the horizon to the south-southwest and west were seen
the violet, level esca1pmen1:s of the Kart as-Si¢fe and Kart
umm Radir, and in front of them three rows of flat- topped
hillocks; to the northwest rose the curved escarpment of at-
Tajjarat, which shuts in the low plain of al-Ekreke. The soil
in al-Ekreke is loose and salt to the taste. At five o’clock we
bivouacked by the well of al-Uwége (Fig. 26). There was
perhaps not a vestige of an annual in the whole neighborhood
and only a few sprouts on the perennials here and there,
and yet the locusts had found their way even into this well,
although luckily in not too great quantities. If some thousands
of these insects fall into a deep well, they rot and poison the
water. Woe to the pilgrims who supply themselves with only
enough water to last them from one station to another and
then find the next well filled with locusts!

Our guide, Gamil, once led a large caravan carrying wool
and butter from Singdr to “Ana at a time when all the wells
on the road were full of locusts (magrid). Finally the water
gave out, and, tormented by thirst, the travelers halted at the
well of Abu Ré&sén, from which they wished to draw water,
in spite of its being mixed with decaying locusts. Stopping
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their noses with onions, they descended one after another into
the well (about three meters deep), scooped up the foul juice
with the copper kettle used for cooking their meals, and sent
it up by two ropes to their companions, who poured out the

F1a. 26—Well of al-"‘Uwége.

evil smelling stuff and let the kettle down again. To the man
working in the well an extra rope was attached, so that he
could be pulled up into the fresh air when he gave a signal.
But two failed to do this, collapsed, and died before they could
be pulled to safety. At last, by exerting themselves to the
utmost, the others succeeded in cleansing the well and were
rewarded by a drink of good water, when after some waiting
the well filled up again.

A few years ago the Government built gendarmerie stations
by the well of al--Uwége and in the neighborhood of the salina
of al-“Edejd to prevent the salt being carried away too freely.
Then the people from both banks of the Euphrates began to
go for their salt to Umm Rahal at the end of the valley of at-
Tartir. When the Government noticed that nobody any longer
bought salt at al-‘Edejd, the guards were recalled. As soon as
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this was done, the fellihin returned there and the Rawa mer-
chants even hired 250 donkeys and thirty camels to carry off
an extra large supply of salt, because the price had risen con-
siderably. On receiving a report of this expedition, the Govern-

F16. 27—Salina of al-‘Edejd.

ment sent 250 men mounted on mules, who overtook the caravan,
killed two men, five camels, and twelve donkeys, and captured
106 donkeys and seventeen camels. The owners threw down the
salt from the surviving animals and fled with them to the
Setbdn. After this incident the Government collected from
each kuntdr (about 200 kilograms) one megidijje (90 cents);
yvet about two months later the salt guards were surrounded
by the Feddn, who killed seven of them, the rest escaping.
Since that time the salt pans had been left unguarded. Usually
one and a half kuntdr of salt costs at Rawa six megidijjat
($5.40). The Government continually searched for salt in all
the settlements and on finding any confiscated it and collected
a fine. After this the price generaily went up.

In the evening we ascertained the latitude.

PLAIN OF AL-EKREKE TO AL-HABUR

May 18, 1912. Starting at 4.53 A. M., we proceeded very
slowly due west through the plain of al-Ekreke. At 6.45 we
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left the road Darb al-Meleh, which turns nearly due north
"to the table-shaped hillocks Kar al-Kantara. These hillocks are
scattered among the salt sulfaces, and as they are not sur-
rounded by swamps the gathering of salt near them is not

Fic. 28—XKart al-Hagén from the south.

difficult. North of al-Kantara are the wells of al-Mrejritat
and al-Mélha, and, still farther on, the salt spring of Trejfawi
al-Melldh, after which the northern part of the salina of al-
‘Edejd is sometimes called. In winter, especially after heavy
rains when all the valleys send their water down to the salt
flats, the salt dissolves, disappearing entirely. In summer the
water evaporates and the salt forms a crust as much as fifty
centimeters thick, with which the ground is covered. The salt
of al--Edejd is very white, fine, and of a pleasant taste. Salt
from al-ASkar, as-Snésle, or al-Kattar tastes bitter and is so
hard that it must be pounded and ground to pulverize it.

On the southeast the salina of al-Edejd is bounded by
the tabular hills Kart as-Skejk, to the south by Zahr Dédeb,
and to the southwest by Kért umm Radir and al- Mserre To
the northwest the salt pan is shut in by the slope of al-Hedage,
which is connected on the west with the huge elevation Hazm
al-Oga. At eight o’clock we rode between the flat-topped heights
of at-Twéran, where, according to the local belief, in some deep
cavern spooks like to play their pranks. From &8.00 to 8.28 our
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camels grazed. The pasture was but poor: only $§th, ‘wlanda,
Sndn, rorol, and gezar, and not much of these. Far to the
south appea1ed the ridge Zahr Dédeb with the dark mesa
Kart as- %kejk to the north-northeast of it.

At nine o’clock the salt surface of Melh al-"Edejd, stretch-
ing from south to north, came into view on our right. Reaching
it at 9.14, we began to cross it in a northwesterly direction
(Figs. 27, 29). The salt crust broke and cracked under our
weight. Wherever it was thick enough the crossing was easy
for ‘both us and the animals, but where the salt crumbled it
was not possible for the camels to follow each other; they
sank into the mud and slipped continually. The level of the
salt surface is not the same everywhere; often large areas
are entirely smooth and level, whereas other tracts consist of
countless sharp ribs about ten centimeters high.

At 10.25 we reached ferra firma again, passed over the
spurs of Kart umm Radir and the hillocks of al-Msejzre, and
rested from 11.23 to 12.30 P. M. To the north appeared the
low scarp of the Klr at-Twil and beyond it the long, moder-
ately steep slope Hazm al- Hedage. At 1.48 we came to the
well Bir as-Saba‘, where we drew its bitter -tasting water until
2.25. From 3.07 to 3.30 we rode through the salt morass Shaht
as-Sabas, which is bounded on the northeast by the table-
shaped hills Kir at-Twal, on the north by the spurs of al- ‘0ga,
on the west by the Tar ad-Demim, and on the south by the
spurs of Ad-ac. North of it is the Radir al-Ka‘éd and north-
west the wells al-Mwéleh, al-Barrit, and ad- Demim.

. From 340 to 4.20 our camels grazed north of the Bir
Sectat. To the north the mesa Kért al-Hasén (Fig. 28) loomed
above the horizon. At 5.24 we sighted to the west-southwest
beyond the Euphrates the as-Salhijje ruins and fto the north-
east the low hillocks Btnt ad-Demim. At 5.55 we made camp.

May 19, 1912. By 4.58 A. M. we were in our saddles. The
night was warm — not a breeze stirring. We were now passing
through country where there had been no good rain for four
yvears. No annuals, green or dry, were to be seen anywhere.
The perennials were quite dried up; they had even been torn
up by the wind and heaped in piles as high as fifteen centi-
meters behind every large stone. To the south-southeast the
white hillocks of Bézat “Ajn “Ali, with the spring of the same
name, came into view. At seven o’clock we turned northwest
not far from the stone heap Rigm al-Hwejti. The northern
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horizon was shut in by the Tar ad-Demim and the huge bulk
of the Hazm al- ‘Oga behind it.

From 8.18 to 8.45 the camels grazed on the dry, dark
brown nejtdil southwest of the well of ad-Dmejjem, where

Fia. 29—Salina of al-‘Edejd.

numerous trails from all sides converge. To the south and
west the undulating plain Erdeft az-Zér fell away to the
escarpments Kart abu Zelle and Kart al-Ranamijje. Toward
the north splead the plains of Sejlt al-Warde, al-Fekara, and
Fejzat al-Gizer, in which lie the wells of al- Haddag and al-
Fléta. From 10.00 to 10.20 we halted at a group of bushes called
Sagarat al--Alejji (from a species of belladonna), the twigs
of which (still fairly green) our hungry camels seemed to find
very appetizing. From 12.10 P. M. to 12.52 we had our rest.
We were passed by a caravan of the Akejdat tribe on its way
for salt. From the almost red-hot ground rose fine salt dust,
painfully irritating to the mucous membrane. There was nothing
in the scenery to attract us. The “bubbles” (fb4l) we had left
behind, and, except for the glitter of rock salt in some spots,
there was nothing to remind us of them. Neither annuals nor
perennials appeared anywhere. The nejtil was already black,
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the $ih and $ndn blown away by the winds. The left bank of
the Euphrates was disappearing, but the bluffs on the right
bank were in plain sight. There, at 2.80, the ruined stronghold
of ar-Rhaba came into view impressively above the western
horizon. From 3.835 to 4.12 and then again from 4.45 to 5.38
our camels grazed. We encamped at 7.05 in a flat, bare plain
where we could find nothing with which to make a fire.

On May 20, 1912, we started at 4.58 A.M. in a north-
westerly direction and sighted at 5.20 through a rift the
river al-Hablr near the hamlet of as-Sier.*® At the Tell
Hegna ruins and as- SeJh Salem we turned north.

THE AL-HABUR VALLEY; THE GBUR TRIBE

The al-Habur valley has been eroded below the surface of
a plateau in the same manner as the valleys of the Euphrates
and Tigris. On the western side the plateau falls off steeply,
on the eastern only gradually, to the flood plain through which
the deep channel meanders. Scattered along the banks are ruin
mounds of all sizes. Close to the river grow solitary poplars
with green strips of fertile land and small yellow huts be-
tween them and the valley walls. On the left bank of al-
Hablr, north of its outlet into the Euphrates, lie the ruins
and hamlets of az-Zirr, Tao, al-Wéne, al-Maseh, and as-Sicer.
Near the last-named place the Dawrin canal branches off. On
the right bank of al-Habir are the hamlets and ruins al-
Bsejra, as-Salha, Tell al-Geben, BerSem, Tell al-Bnejjat, and
at-Téle%e, opposite Tell Hegna. At 6.15 we descended to the
left bank at the hamlet of Tajjebt al-Fal. The left slope of
the valley is not very steep, and the gullies eroded out of it
are short and shallow. From 7.05 to 7.45 our camels grazed
south of the hamlet of Telfis, which is situated on a small
spit of land running out from the right bank almost due north
from the al-Hnejdi ruins. North of us overlooking the right
bank we saw the ruin mound Tell Fdén (or al-Fdejn),* stretch-
ing from south to north.

4 Tbhn al-Atir, Kdmil (Tornberg), Vol. 4, p. 257, relates that in the reign of the Caliph
“Abdalmalek (685—705) the Tarleb and Kejs tribes met in battle at as-Sukejr, or —as it is
sl,\?;zelf,ir?:esrga&eé;eg‘ukejr al-“Abbas, on the river al-Hiblr. The Tarleb and their allies, the

Jakit, Mu‘gam (Wistenfeld), Vol. 3, p. 109, states that Sukejr al-“Abbas is a rather
small town on al-Hablir, with a minbar (pulpit in the mosque) and market place.

46 Al-Fdejn is the Aphphadana or Apphadana of Ptolemy, Geogmphy V, 18 : 6, 13,

and perhaps the Apadna of the Notitia dignitatum, Oriens 36, No.
In the Caliph ‘Abdalmalek’s time, “Umejr ibn al-Hubab attacked the settlement of al-
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At 830 we had on our left the hamlet of al-MzZejbre next
to the Tell Fdén; at nine o’clock on the left bank the hamlet
of al-Hariga; and at 9.45 the farm of an-Nimlijje. The river
here approaches the eastern bluffs of the valley. From 10.15
we rode among jagged crags, which we did not leave until
11.25. Beyond an-Nimlijje the fertile flood plain on the right
bank steadily widens, finally reaching the rocky spur on which
stand the as-Swar ruins above the river. On the left bank,
beginning at the white crags of an-Nimle, another stretch of
fertile flood plain extends to the north to where the ruin
mound of a$-Sejh Hamed overlooks it.

Above this point on al-Hablr, as well as on the right bank of the
Tigris between al-Makh@l and Tekrit, are the camping grounds of the

Gbiir tribe. The western division of this tribe is called al-Ilaggag, the
eastern al-Hejifen (or al-Iejidel). The clans of the Gblir are as follows:

" al-Hejadel (chief: Maslad eben Mhammad Emin)
a§-Swéh »  Hazr al-"Emarr)

ag-Gamis . ‘Abdarrahmén eben Darer)
al-Bu Hattab 5,  Obejjed eben Halllis)

al-"Egel ,»  Waka® eben Zarzfir)
al-Bu Ngad ' ‘Abdal‘aziz al-Mhejri)
an-Nager ' Hmld eben ‘Abdrabbo)

,»  Besir eben Gaber)

,  CAgIl eben “Aldwi)
Besir)

»  Mahmld eben Kahit)
,,  Dabbis eben Zwéh)

,  WAawi eben Sawwas)
” ‘Abdalldh as-Semin)

»  Mhémed eben Kahit)
;»  Ali ar-Ramazén)

»  Sattdm al-Mhammad).

al-Bakkéra
al-“Obejdat
al-‘Abed
Harréged
al-Bu Hasan
al-Bu Hamdén
al-Bu Rhama
al-"Abdaééerim
al-Magshfir
al-Hangar

N R NN e e T e W W

We followed the cultivated flood plain on the east bank
almost due north until 12.10 P.M. when, at a bay of the river,
we turned west and at 1.20 camped by the ford opposite the

Fudejn on al-Habar and killed all the members of the Tarleb tribe there, The poet Nufej®
mentions this settlement together with as-Suwwar (Ibn al-Atir, op. cit., Vol. 4, p.256).

Ibn Hordddbeh, Masdlilk (De Goeje), p. 74, names these towns in the administrative
district of al-Habar: as-Suwwar, al-Fudejn, Mékesin, as-Samsénijje, and as-Sukejr.

Jakit, Mu‘gam (Wiistenfeld), Vol. 3, p. 858, says that the settlement of al-Fudejn lies
by al-Hablr between Mikesin and Karkisija’.

Al-Fudejn was undoubtedly a halting place on the road from Karkisija® to Mosul, as
there was an important connecting road along al-HiblGr between Mesopotamia and Syria
at that time. This fact is attested by many records that have been preserved to us. These
records, however, have been so much altered by the copyists that to locate the separate stations
is no longer possible,

Ibn Hordadbeh, op. cit., p. 96, describes the road from Mosul west through the desert
as far as the station of Sukejr al-“Abbés, which lay on al-H&bir. The distance thence to
al-Fudejn was 5 parasangs, thence to Mékesin 6 parasangs, and thenze to Karkisija® at the
junction of al-H&bGr with the Euphrates 7 parasangs. — The name al-Fudejn has persisted
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gendarmerie station and khan of as-Swar (Fig. 30) on the
highroad from Dejr az-Zo6r to Mosul.

There is a small islet north of the ford and to the south-
east a grove of poplars. Above the islet a large flush wheel

Fic. 30—Khan of ag-Swar from the east.

(nd-ira) draws water from the river to irrigate the fields along
the banks, which were dotted with the tents of the ‘Akejdat
and Gbiir tribes. Presently from these tents several men came
to visit us, among whom I tried to find a guide. Leading
them one by one a little way off, I sat down with each and
asked him to draw for me on the ground al-Héablr and Eu-
phrates; also to lay pebbles on the places he named. Some had
no idea of direction and could tell neither north nor south;
on such I did not waste much time. Again, the applicant who
marked correctly the places I knew had to show me the lines

in that of the present al-Fdejn, about 27 kilometers from the old Karkisija’. But according
to Ibn Hordddbeh the distance from Karkisija’ to al-Fudejn is 13 parasangs, or 65 kilometers.
It may therefore be assumed that not only was the order of the stations changed, but the
distances between them as well.

From Xarkisija’® it is 17 kilometers (four parasangs) to as-Siler, the old as-Sukejr
(otherwise Sukejr al-‘Abbas).

From as-Sider to al-Fdejn is 10 kilometers.

Kodama, Hardg (De Goeje), p. 216, gives these names in the same erroneous order and
gives the same distances as Tbn Hordadbeh.

Al-Mukaddasi, Ahsan (De Goeje), p. 150, records one march from Karkisija’ to Fudejn
(without the article), and from this place to as-Sukejr (without al-°Abbas) also one march.

Al-Idrisi, Nuzha (Jaubert’s transl.), Vol. 2, pp. 154 {., gives the distance from Karkisija’
to Méakesin as 21 miles, thence to Fudejn as 18 miles, thence to Sukejr al-“Abbas as 15 miles.
The order, as well as the distances, corresponds with the data of both Ibn Hordadbeh and
Kodama: 54 miles, 18 parasangs, or 90 kilometers.
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of the roads either from as-Swar to Dejr az-Zdr, or from
as-Swar direct to ar-Rakka, or from as-Swar to the salina
Melh al-Askar or al-“Edejd, etc. Having gone over one district
in which I was interested with the first man, I returned to
it with the second, third, and fourth, until I had established
a firm basis for inquiries about other roads and the region
around them. In this manner I completed my map and pre-
pared the itinerary of the route it was my intention to follow.

The whole of May 21, 1912, was spent in sketching maps
not only of the territory we had passed through so far but
also of the country which we were about to visit between al-
Hablr and ar-Rakka. The flood plain on the left bank of al-
Hablr merges into the plateau of Hasm al-Mu‘egel, where to
the north-northeast of as-Swar stands a stunted butte. The
productive part of the flood plain is over two kilometers wide
and can be irrigated or completely inundated. In some places
it is cultivated throughout, but in others the fields stretch
only along the very banks of the river, where al-Hablr has
here eroded a deep channel for itself; here and there groups
of poplars variegate the scenery. On the west bank as one
goes upstream the flood plain nearly disappears, not to widen
again until beyond the Tell al-Hsejn ruins.*™ After passing
the Tell Markada it is wider than the plain on the left bank.

Near the Tell Markada ends the $e¢%b of al-Hemma, which, descend-
ing from the west, shuts in on the south the volcanic district of al-Ma'eze
with its three extinet volcanoes. Southwest of these and of al-Hemma
are the wells of al-Ma'amre, al- GweJJef al-Mrabba, and al-"Umejjer. West

of the extinct volcanoes and northwest of these wells are the watering
places of Fejjaz, Sehldn, Ab-an-Nik, at-Tarén, Rorajjan, Rmejlan, M1&han,
and al-Bakka. Among these heads the $eib of Gahid, which meanders by
the voleanie district Hemmat al-Ma‘eze on the north and ends opposite
the settlement of ad-Dlejgmijje, north of the Tell Fadrami. From here
a road leads east to Mosul by way of the wells of Abu Hamza and al-
Bedi‘a. On the right bank of al-Hablr south of the Tell Fadrami are
the Tell Smejsani and the hamlet of ad- Desife; on the left bank south
of the Tell Markada are the hamlet of Sajtah and the Tell as- SeJh

Hamed.

In the evening we determined the latitude.

On May 22, 1912, we loaded our baggage into a large boat
and crossed to the right bank. Our camels forded the river
about half a kilometer farther south. For being ferried over
we had to pay five megidijjdt ($ 4.50). The as-Swar ruins lie

47 Jaktt, Mu‘gam (Wiistenfeld), Vol. 2, p. 281, writes that al-Husejn is a small town

on the river al-HabGr. Annual pilgrimages were formerly made to the grave of Sheikh Abu
Bekr, who was buried near the town.
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on the right bank on and at the southern foot of a rocky spur.
Though otherwise not remarkable they are quite extensive
and apparently have been dug over several times; the better
kind of building material has been carmed away. Far more
attractive are the ruin mounds Tell as- SeJh Hamed on the
left bank, Tell al-Hsejn on the right bank north of ag-Swar,*®
and Tell Fdén to the south.

ATL-HABUR RIVER TO THE BiR AZ-ZHAMAK

At 7.45 we left as-Swar and started northwest towards
the bare, undulating plateau of az-Zahara, which is merely
the continuation of the plateaus which overlook the left banks
of al-Habfir and the Euphrates. The highroad to Dejr az-Zor
runs west-southwest across the plain, Fejzat as- -Snane, and the
southern spurs of the Hammt abu Saleh. In the southern part
of the Fejzat as- Snane is the well of al- Kassér, in the north-
ern are those of al-Bu Rhama and Kales.

At 8.45 we sighted to the north-northwest one of the
al-Ma‘eze, groups of black volcanic hillocks which terminate
to the west in the sharp “nose” Hadm al-Ma‘eze. At 9.48 there
came into view the reddish, rather low height of Zetab az-
Zerw, which stretches from southwest to northeast; and to

48 Ag-Swar is the Slri of the Assyrian records, the center of the land of Laké.

‘When Tukulti Ninip (Tukulti Enurta) II came to Supri (perhaps now the as-Safa’
ruins), Hamatai, the prefect of Laké, sent him the tribute due: two hundred sheep, fifty
head of cattle, bread, drink, grain, and straw. When the Great King approached his residence,
the town of Sfri in Hadippé on al-Habar, the prefect delivered over to him twenty minae
of gold, twenty minae of silver, thirty-two talents of lead, one hundred and thirty talents
of copper, one talent of dark blue cotton, five minae of the zadidu plant, one talent of iron,
fine oil, twelve hundred sheep, one hundred head of cattle, large birds, and two of his own
wives with a rich dowry (Annals [Scheil, Annales (1909), pl. 4], reverse, 11, 4f., 15—20; Scheil,
op. ¢it. pp. 20, 22).

Asurnazirpal TIT (884—859 B. C.), shortly after ascending the throne, appeared suddenly
before the town of Sfiri in the region of Bit-Hadippé, to punish its inhabitants for murdering
the prefect Hamatai, who had been set over them by the Assyrian king to govern as his
representative, and for replacing Hamatai with one Ahiababa from the land of Bit-Adini.
The prominent officials and elders surrendered unconditionally. The Great King ordered the
palace and temples to be looted, which brought him as spoil gods, women, maidens, silver,
gold, bronze, iron, lead, divers bronze utensils, alabaster, precious stone from the mountains,
chariots, harnesses, teams, horses, fabrics of many colors, cedar wood, inlaid panels, purple,
wool, fragrant spices, cattle, goats, ete. Outside the town gate a scaffold was erected, where
the skins stripped from several prominent rebels were exhibited. Others were hanged on the
scaffold and some impaled around it (Annals [Rawlinson, Cuneiform Inscriptions, Vol. 1,
pl. 17—26], col. 1, 1l. 79—92; Budge and King, Annals [1902], pp. 281—284).

Asurnazirpal III in 878 received from the inhabitants of the town in Bit-Hadippé (our
ag-Swar) silver, gold, lead, bronze utensils, variegated fabrics, cattle and flocks (Annals
[Rawhnson, op. cit.,, Vol. 1, pll. 17—26], col. 3, 1I. 6—7; Budge and King, op. cit., ». 348).

Al-Abtal, Diwdn (Salhani), pp. 106f., mentions al-JahmGm with as-Suwar and also
al-Habar with as-Surar.

Jakat, Mu‘gam (Wistenfeld), Vol. 3, p. 434, writes that the settlement of Suwwar lies
on the bank of the river al-Habfir four parasangs from al-Fudejn. A battle with the Kharijites
was fought there.

Ibn al-Faktih, Buldin (De Goeje), p. 133, enumerates among the subdivisions of the ad-
ministrative district of al-Habir the following: ag-Suwwar, al-Rudajr, Makesin, aS-Samsanijje,
and as-Sukejr. — Al-Rudejr must be a wrong transeription of al-Fudejn, while as-Sukejr
is the modern as-Sicer.
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the west appeared one small and two large black volcanoes
known as al-Hzaf (or al-Hzéfat). From 9.50 to 10.25 the cam-
els pastured on riite, serr, and kejsim. At eleven o’clock we
saw west of us the wells of Swélem, al-Haba, and “Abdacéerim.
From 12.10 P. M. to 1.08 we rested at the well of al-MrejZeb,
which was partly filled with the remnants of dry plants.

Our guide pointed out to us to the west the wells of ar-
Rwésed and Hamar at-Tawil, south of fhe latter that of Ka-
maraddin, north of it al-Erbidi, and east of al-“Erbidi that of
al-Bajjtiz. Towards the north, at the western foot of a fairly
long elevation, little heaps of stone marked the well of al-
“‘Umejjer; northwest of it below a black spur lay the Bir al-
Mrabba; beyond that, al-Gwejjef; and west-northwest of the
last, the Bir al-Ma‘amre.

The air, now extremely hot, was clearly seen to be divided
into four or five layers of unequal depth and transparency,
vibrating incessantly and obstructing our view. It was the
sardb (mirage). At 2.15 on our left we caught a glimpse of
the well of al-Bajjlz. To the northwest the horizon was shut
in by the elevation of Zetab az-Zerw, which in some places
is penetrated by gaps. The two higher volcances of al-HZéfat
(or al-Hzaf) appeared to the south of us and, as veiled by
the mirage, seemed not unlike two black monsters. From time
to time the black Rigm at-Tarin emerged from the mirage;
a well of the same name is situated directly below it, and to
the south of it are the wells of Fejjaz and Ab-an-Nuk. After
three o’clock pieces of basalt and lava could be seen here and
there. Reaching the spur of al-Hemma at 3.48, we gained its
ridge at 4.05 and remained there until 4.45. It is composed
of basalt and lava, hemma, or hamme ag it was called by our
guide. The volcanic area stretches from the Tell Markada on
al-Habtr as far as the well of Mléhan. To the north our
guide showed us piles of stones which mark the wells of Seh-
lan, Ab-an-Nik, Rorajjan, and Rmejlan, and to the south
that of al-H{adab. At 5.10 the range of °Abdal‘aziz appeared
to the north. We encamped at 6.20 at the head of the Seib
of Gahid and determined the latitude.

On May 23, 1912, at 5.02 A. M. we set out toward the
northwest in a cold west wind. At 6.30 we observed in a large
basin north of us the ruin mound of al-Méalha and far beyond
it the jagged range of “Abdalaziz. East of us the isolated hill
of Zanatri was in sight. From 8.00 to 9.48 we stopped at
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al-Mélha (Fig. 31), a well about twenty-five meters deep with
water nearly fresh to the taste. Northeast of the ruins of al-
Malha is the well of Ml&han. On the west-northwest the ‘Abdal-
‘aziz range merges with the lower ridge of al-Béza, the highest
summits of which are in
its center.

We wished to examine
the al-Malha ruins be-
cause of their similar-
ity to a fortified camp
built of basalt blocks,
but our guide warned us
against the robbers who
roam about the foot of
the <Abdal‘aziz range and
were most likely observ-
ing our movements all
the time that we were
watering our mares and
camels and filling our
water bags. The guide
seated himself on a knoll
near by and kept a sharp lookout over the neighborhood. Our
gendarmes were likewise unwilling to expose themselves to
danger and pleaded with us to turn back and thus keep clear
of the Kurds. To humor them we headed west over an un-
dulating plain which rose toward the southwest. At 10.27 we
came to a caved-in well. At 11.25 we crossed the road leading
north-northwest from Dejr az-Zor. Starting from Dejr az-Zor
this road crosses the Seb of al-Bakar, ascends the Hammt
abu Saleh east of the volcanoes of al-HZéfat, and runs by the
wells of al-"Erbidi and Abu Kbara. We arrived at the- last-
named at 11.85. From 12.10 P. M. to 1.20 we rested.

At two o’clock we were at the Bir “Abbéas. South of us
at the well of Abu Rdani we saw a pile of stones and south
of that again the cone of az-Zarrab situated on the Zetab az-
Zerw. To the north a pile of stones marking the Bir Fnejgir
showed black, while to the west the horizon was shut in by
the hillocks of al-Méan<ijje. At 2.40 we noticed south of us six
men mounted on camels and four on foot, heading north; on
catching sight of us they fled to the east. Evidently the three
men on horseback in our company made them suspect us of

F1c. 31—Well of al-Malha.
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being robbers returning with loot from a marauding expedition.
To all appearance they were robbers themselves who might
have attacked us, but lacking horses would not risk it, as in
an attack a horse is quicker and more nimble than a camel.
From 2.55 to 3.42 our camels grazed, while the elevation on
which we were standing enabled us to observe the movements
of the enemy. The ridge of al-Béza stretches from east to west.
For about half its length to the east it remains at the same
height, only sinking off farther to the west. West of us we
saw the well of az-Zhamak and south of it the black hill Klejb
al-Hamme. East of this are the wells of al-Gerdijje and Tmad.
We bivouacked at 5.20 but were on our guard all night lest
the strangers attack us.

THE BIR AZ-ZHAMAX TO AR-RAKKA

On May 24, 1912, we were on our way by 4.55 A, M. A
light but chilly wind blew from the west-southwest. At 5.55
we had on our right near the road the Bir az-Zhamak, a well
twenty meters deep, where we watered our horses until 6.10.
Northeast were seen the dark hillocks of al-Man‘ijje and to the
south beyond the Euphrates the ridge of al-Bisri. Especially
striking was the deep rift between the main part of the
ridge and its eastern spur, al-Fassajat. From 8.00 to 8.21
our camels grazed southwest of the well of at-Trejfawi and
north of the wells of Durra wa Sabbara in the Seb of al-
Msawwak. We were now traversing the watershed between
the Euphrates and the Se%bdn running towards the ridge of
al-Béza. To the south the slope was very steep, to the north,
however, it was gradual. On the western horizon at 8.40 ap-
peared the two volecanoes of al-Mendher at the end of the
monotonous plain through which we were passing. To the
south we looked down on the vast rolling region stretching
from the foot of al-Bidri and sloping towards the Euphrates
where it ends in the lofty bluffs which border the right bank
of the river. On the left bank west of the wells of Durra wa
Sabbéra the bluffs disappear. At 9.50 we saw to the south
the huge Tell al-Hméza on the Euphrates. Then we proceeded
across a southward-winding Seb. At 10.40 we were in the
broad §e%b of “Aklat MeShem. This is overgrown with farfa and
ends between the Tell Matabb and al-“Anz on the Euphrates.
The gap of al-Hanlka, through which the Euphrates passes,
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now became plainly visible. The ridge of al-Bisri, or al-Hamme
as its eastern basaltic continuation is called, stretches as far
as the volcanoes of al-Hzéfat and once undoubtedly formed
a natural dam of the Euphrates. But the soft layers of rock

F1c. 32—From al-Hfejjdn looking west; Euphrates valley in distance.

salt and gypsum could not resist the rapid current, which
eroded out a deep and narrow channel called al-Hantka, thus
dividing the larger part of the ridge, al-Hamme, on the east
from the remainder on the west. On the right bank of the
‘Aklat MeShem from north to south run the hillocks of Dable,
west of which rise broad uplands separated by shallow vales
sloping towards the Euphrates. At 11.30 we crossed the Setb
of al-Hass and rested from 12.20 P. M. to 1.20. The camels
were in pasture from 2.50 to 3.10 in the valley al-Hfejjan
(Fig. 32) south of Gibb ad-Satir. At four o’clock we set foot
on a stratum of pure lava and at 5.55 reached the eastern
al-Menher vyolcano and rode around its northern base to the
Setb of as- Sara This voleano is an elongated cone with axis
running from southeast to northwest and, as it seems, has
four craters, the one at the southwest being the largest. From
it a deep lava flow egtends to the northwest. In the upper
part of the $etb of a§-Sara’ is the well of Abu Ged4jes; in the
lower the well of Abu Marmar, and west of the latter the
wells of al-Rejlan, al-Hafijje, and Demim. Below a knoll north
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of the western al-Menher volcano lies the well of Lukta, south-
west of the volecano that of Abu Tlte, and northwest of the
latter the wells of al-Haba® and al-Hwar.

At 6.50 we encamped on the lava about midway between
the two volcanoes, where not a twig or anything resembling
fuel could be found far and wide. The night was mild and
the wind blew from the west.

On May 25, 1912, we took to the road at 4.35 A.M. The
wind was now blowing from the north. At 5.32 we rode around
the southern base of the second volcano, which stands on a
layer of basal