AL,
01586398 8

i
61

-4
w
2
2
>

=
=




Digitized by Microsoft®

.

]







Digitized for Microsoft Corporation
by the Internet Archive in 2007.
From University of Toronto.
May be used for non-commercial, personal, research,
or educational purposes, or any fair use.
May not be indexed in a commercial service.






Digitized by Microsoft ®




Digitized by Microsoft ®




T

PLAYING «: BUBBT RS

GEORGE III AND NAPOLEON. TIHE HEROES OF THE GREAT TERROR



[HE STORY OF
HE GREAT TERROR

Y H. F. B. WHEELER & A. M. BROADLEY
ITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS FROM
DNTEMPORARY PRINTS, CARICATURES, ETC.
HT IN COLOUR. TWO VOLUMES. VOL. I

,0005}/

DON JOHN LANE THE BODLEY HEAD
YORK JOHN LANE COMPANY MCMVIII



De
ol 0

We
V.

FLYMOUTH! WILLIAM BRENDON AND SON, LIMITED, PRINTERS



»_M ATTACK OF THE “ BLACK LEGION ”
;‘&AIIED BY HOCHE AND LED BY TATE
IN FEBRUARY, 1797,
WAS ORIGINALLY DIRECTED,
THESE VOLUMES

ARE RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED

' BY THE AUTHORS

LONDON
JUNE 18TH

1907



_Digitized by Microsoft ®



INTRODUCTION

HE probabilities and possibilities of a success-
ful foreign invasion of England by sea have
afforded abundant occupation for political and
polemical writers, as well as naval and military

experts, ever since the first rumours of the approach of
the Armada, called Invincible by its vainglorious con-
triver. If one takes the incursions of the two Stuart
Pretenders in 1715 and 1745 out of the category of
foreign invasions, very few of the many projected descents
on our shores went further than the stage of preparation,
while signal victories like that of La Hogue put an end
for a lengthy period to what was looked on almost as
a standing menace. During the first nine decades of
the eighteenth century Louis XIV, XV, and XVI and
their advisers were in turn, directly or indirectly, re-
sponsible for the hostile designs of 1708, 1718, 1722, 1745,
1755, 1756, 1759, 1779, and 1782, although Sweden,
Spain, and Holland were in some instances adroitly made
use of to further the aggressive policy of France. Tradi-
tion has, almost from time immemorial, played an impor-
tant part in French diplomacy, and the invasion of England
had come to be regarded in that light long before the birth
of Napoleon or the first inception of those grandiose and
elaborate plans of conquest which culminated in the Great
Terror of 1796-1805. Defence associations, volunteering,

vii



viii INTRODUCTION

the calling out of the posse comitatis, camps of observation,
and stirring appeals to arms, both in prose and verse, are
in reality an inheritance of the Great Terror of 1588.
They figure in the history of the greater part of the
eighteenth century. Ralph Allen of Bath, the friend of
Pope, whose favourite niece Gertrude Tucker had married
Bishop Warburton, organized a local volunteer corps
when the menaces of Louis the Well-Beloved and his
protégé the Pretender took the place of the threats of
Louis the Great! Badges given by the commanding
officers as rewards for efficiency are occasionally to be
found in the cabinets of collectors, and equally interesting
are the medals of the loyal associations formed for the

1 ¢““We hear that Ralph Allen Esq. of Widcomb near this City, intends to
raise One Hundred Men, at his own Charge for the Service of his Majesty
and the Nation, at this critical Juncture, when we are threatened with a
powerful Invasion from abroad, and disturbed by a Rebellion at home. On
Wednesday last Sixty Men (for the Purpose above mention’d) were sworn
before John Cogswell, Esq: our present Mayor; And we are credibly informed
that several Young Men in the neighbourhood intend to offer themselves,
voluntarily, to compleat the body of Men the said Gentleman proposes to
raise: They will be cloath’d, arm’d, and maintain’d at Mr. Allen’s own
Expence ; their Cloath’s to be Blue, turn’d up with Red, and they are now
learning their Exercise, a Person of Experience, being lately come from
London for that purpose.” [Batk_journal, Monday, February 3, 174%.]

And again :—

““On receiving the News Yesterday Morning of the precipitate Retreat of
the Rebels from Stirling, on the Approach of the Army under his Royal
Highness the Duke of Cumberland the Mayor order’d the Bells to be
immediately rung; about One-o-clock our Cannon were fir'd, and in the
Evening some curious Fire Works were play’d off, on the Parade by order of
Mr. Nash, amidst a very great Concourse of People. The Corporation
assembl’d in the Evening at the Guildhall (which was illuminated) and drank
several Loyal Healths. There was likewise a Ball at Mrs Wiltshire’s for the
Ladies and Gentlemen, and the Night concluded with great Joy among all
Degrees of People.

¢ Mr. Allen’s House at Widcomb was finely illuminat’d, a large Bonfire
was made near it; and his Men, lately rais'd, fird several Vollies on the
above Occasion.” [Batkh_journal, February 10, 174§.]
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defence of the country and the support of the House
of Hanover at the critical epoch when France was
actively aiding the Stuarts, and England and Austria
were allied in the war occasioned by the dispute con-
cerning the succession to the imperial throne. “Where
Hearts are right, let Hands unite,” is the inscription on
the reverse of those tokens, while on the obverse one
reads, “ These banners spread are Gallia’s dread.” The
heraldic supporters and colours of Austria and England
appear on either side of an oval charged with a figure of
St. George in the act of slaying the dragon, surmounted
by that of Britannia, with the words “For our Country”
on a scroll below, Within the first device are full-length
portraits of the two monarchs with clasped hands. A
superb enamel badge of this kind, elaborately set in ex-
quisite paste, is still in existence, and was in all probability
worn by the president of the Association.

We have, however, no present concern with the inva-
sions of England attempted or projected prior to the
Revolution, which, by the irony of fate, made the heirs
of our would-be invaders our fast friends and allies, while
their former subjects became our relentless foes. It is
merely essential to correct the popular error which makes
Napoleon the fons ez origo of the invasion idea, which
originated nearly two centuries before he saw the light,
was rampant when he was still in the cradle, recurred in
an acute form long after his death, and has a certain actu-
ality at this very moment, when the revival of the Channel
Tunnel scheme has already brought a new defence associ-
ation into existence.

The story of the Great Terror, which for a whole
decade turned “ Merry England,” Scotland, and Ireland
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into one vast camp, has found little favour with English
historical or military writers. Although dealt with inci-
dentally and superficially in a vast number of works, no
book devoted entirely to the subject has ever appeared.
In 1852 the excitement born of Louis Napoleon’s coup
d’état was evidently responsible for Sir E. S. Creasy’s 7/%e
Invasions and the Projected Invasions of England from the
Saxon Times, with Remarks on the Present Emergencies.
Of the 312 pages it contains, only 61 tell the story of
those eventful years when the « Corsican Ogre” was our
national bogey. In 1876 appeared two bulky volumes by
Captain H. M. Hozier, entitled 7/%e Invasion of England; a
History of the Past, with Lessons for the Future. Ninety
pages were deemed sufficient to dispose of the protracted
duel between Napoleon and Nelson for the mastery of the
sea, and they include a narrative of the three abortive
expeditions to Ireland, and the landing at Fishguard in
1797 of Colonel Tate at the head of a band of felons and
galley-slaves, dubbed by Wolfe Tone “La Légion Noire.”
Both books wholly lack an index of any kind, and their
self-confessed and transparent incompleteness presents a
striking contrast to the monumental work—a veritable
magnum opus—which Captain Edouard Desbriére has given
to France and the world at large under the title 7793-7805
Projets et Tentatives de Débparquement aux Illes Britan-
nigues. The five volumes from the pen of Captain Des-
bri¢re contain an aggregate of 2636 pages. Their publica-
tion under the direction of the “ Historic Section of the
French Staff” began in 1900 and ended in 19o2. The
illustrations are confined to a few plans and diagrams, and
notwithstanding the graceful lucidity of the author’s style,
the mastering of the contents of these five closely printed
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volumes is a task of considerable difficulty. Captain
Desbriére has had access to official archives both in Lon-
don and Paris, and his knowledge of English is supposed
to have specially qualified him for an undertaking which
was evidently a labour of love, It must be confessed that
the text contains frequent and perplexing errors, many of
which are doubtless attributable to the carelessness or
inexperience of the proof-reader; but it is sometimes
evident that the author himself lacks system and clear-
ness, which is much to be regretted in what is beyond
question a great and valuable contribution to the history
not only of France, but of Europe at large. Proper names
and place-names are frequently mutilated beyond recogni-
tion—e.g. we have Frey-Harock for Grays-Thurrock and
Green-hill for Greenhithe; totals of troops refuse to tally—
on one page it is a half-brigade, on the next the half has
dropped out and the brigade paradoxically has become a
whole one ; and dates are often wrongly given owing to the
puzzling intermixing of the Gregorian and Revolutionary
calendars. An index should certainly have been provided
for each volume. As it is, Desbritre, like Creasy and
Hozier, has committed the capital error of dispensing with
it altogether; but even this does not prevent our gratefully
acknowledging the colossal industry, the patient research,
the sound judgment, and the shrewdness of observation
displayed by him during his four years’ toil. Captain
Desbriere always writes of England in a spirit of courtesy
and conciliation.

The absence of English textbooks relating to the Great
Terror is more than atoned for by the richness of other
sources of information, many of them hitherto unknown
and unexamined, from which the writers have endeavoured
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to reconstitute as it were the political, military, naval, and
social history of the crises of 1797-8, as well as those of
1801 and 1803-5. From the beginning of 1797 until the end
of 1805 (if we except the brief respite given to men’s minds
on both sides of the Channel by the Peace of Amiens) the
“to be or not to be ” of the invasion was the all-absorbing
and all-pervading topic of correspondence and conversa-
tions, and that from the palace to the cottage. It was an
age of letter-writing, diary-keeping, and pamphleteering,
and Napoleon’s projects are constantly mentioned in the
journals of women like Fanny Burney, then the wife of
one of the French émigrés, Mary Berry, Hannah More,
Hester Lynch Piozzi, and others. Elizabeth Montagu was
alive in 1797, but her reign as Queen of the Blue Stock-
ings was over. Bishops at their visitations; judges on the
bench ; politicians in both Houses of Parliament; preachers
in their pulpits; dramatic authors in their plays; poets in
their verses; actors on the stage; Freemasons in their
lodges ; magistrates at their county meetings; merchants
on 'Change ; shopkeepers at their counters; and labourers
at the plough all held the same language as to the com-
mon danger. If some dissentient voices were heard in
1797-8 when the aftermath of the Revolution still lingered
in the land, there was increased enthusiasm in the patriot-
ism of 1801, and burning ardour coupled with absolute
unanimity in that of 1803-5.

The writers have had access to many unpublished
letters of the period, in which the great subject of the
hour is discussed or alluded to by Fox and many of his
English and French contemporaries. It has long been
the fashion to decry the intelligence of George III, who
at the time when the invasion cloud appeared most
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threatening had passed the meridian of life, and was already
subject to frequent attacks of the mental disease so soon to
become permanent. During the Great Terror George 111
showed himself to be every inch a patriot, and he may
fairly be credited with having personally suggested some
of the most practical measures of defence. Neither he
nor the Queen nor their sons and daughters ever tired of
attending the reviews and military parades, which, between
1797 and 1805, were often of daily occurrence. Never did
George III show the smallest sign of fear, although it was
felt that his visit to Weymouth and excursions in the
Channel were attended with personal risk, on account
of the possible proximity of some of Napoleon’s cruisers.
His Majesty’s letter to Bishop Hurd, dated Windsor,
November 30th, 1803, only came to light in 1849, and is
quite worth reprinting as one of the human documents of
the later phase of the Great Terror. It runs as follows:
“ We are here in daily expectation that Bonaparte will
attempt his threatened invasion; the chances against his
success seem so many that it is wonderful he persists in
it. I own I place that thorough dependence on Divine
Providence that I cannot help thinking the usurper is
encouraged to make the trial that the ill-success may put
an end to his wicked purposes. Should his troops effect
a landing, I shall certainly put myself at the head of my
troops and my other armed subjects to repel them.! But
as it is impossible to foresee the events of such a conflict,
should the enemy approach too near to Windsor, I shall
think it right the Queen and my daughters should cross
the Severn, and send them to your Episcopal Palace at
Worcester ; by this hint I do not the least mean they shall

1 George III was now in his sixty-sixth year.
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be any inconvenience to you, and shall send a proper
servant and furniture for their accommodation. Should
this event arise, I certainly would rather have what I value
most in life remain, during the conflict, in your diocese and
under your roof than in any other place in the island.”?
In May, 1797, three months after the Fishguard incident,
an attempt was made to shake the loyalty both of the
regular troops and the militia by the widespread distribu-
tion of a seditious circular.? At this juncture the King was
in daily communication with his son the Commander-in-
Chief? who also displayed the greatest activity in grappling
with a danger, traced to the act of foreign emissaries.
The following are examples of the numerous unpublished
letters* written by the King during this particular period
of agitation.

“ WINDSOR, May 28th, 1797.

m p* AM.
“My DEAR FREDERICK, P

“I highly approve of your attention in having wrote
to me that Woolwich continues quiet and consequently no
reason occurred for detaining the Coldstreams beyond the
limits of this Field day.

“The idea of Marquis Cornwallis to remove one of the
discontented Companies from the Barracks seems very
proper provided it can be to some place where their con-
duct can be properly watched. Sir Charles Grey’s pres-
ence at Sheerness cannot be but proper and M. G. [Major
General] Fox’s returning to Chatham where his presence

! Richard Hurd (1720-1808) had been preceptor to the Prince of Wales
and Duke of York from 1776 till 1780. From 1774 till 1781 he held the
bishopric of Lichfield, and in the latter year was translated to Worcester. In
1783 he declined the primacy. George III and Queen Charlotte visited him
at Worcester in 1788, He was an intimate friend of both and enjoyed their
entire confidence. 2 See post, p. 203. % Frederick, Duke of York.

4 Mr. Broadley’s collection of MSS. relating to the Great Terror.
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is necessary not less so; in which case Colonel Fisher may
have the momentary command at Sheerness. Major
General Sheriff as he is well thought of by some Generals
may undoubtedly be added to the staff in Sir W™ Pitts’

district. ¢
“I ever remain

Your most affection father
“GEORGE R.”

“WINDSOR, May 29, 1797.

o pt7 AM.
“MyY DEAR FREDERICK, kb
“I am happy to find things remain quiet at
Woolwich, tho as yet no real confidence can be placed
in it, and this must not abate the Attention of the Officers.
“The having sent Colonel Nesbitt to Gravesend is a
proper precaution, but undoubtedly he ought to have
some Guns to command the passage of the River, without
which he cannot ensure examining suspicious ships, that
come up the River, or prevent the Lancaster from falling

down to the Nore.
“T ever remain,

Your most Affectionate Father
“ GEORGE R.”

Eleven months later the volunteer associations are in
process of rapid formation. The King is busy signing
warrants, but he again takes an opportunity to make sug-
gestions, on this occasion to the Prime Minister.

“I have lost no time in signing the warrants prescribed
by Act of Parliament for the Defence of the Kingdom ;—
these being drawn up in general words I think perfectly
right, as otherwise with some to whom they are addressed
enumerable [sic] correspondence would have arisen on

! The Mutiny of the Nore had broken out two days previously.
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every trifling alteration the necessity of the Service might
occasion. The Instructions which accompanied the War-
rants seem judiciously drawn, as also the private instruc-
tions to the Board of Admiralty.

“ It occurs to Me it would be highly necessary the Com-
manding General in each District should be informed as
nearly as possible of the Naval force on his Coast, as
the concurrence of the Navy might be frequently highly

essential. “ GEORGE R.

“QuEeN’s HOUSE,
April 8th 1798 o 5P S
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INTRODUCTION xvii

Here is certainly a proposal of some real value. Fora
man of mature age, King George was at his desk at an
unusually early hour.!! The King throughout this interest-
ing correspondence showed a keen appreciation of the
relative value of every officer about whom he wrote.

Three years later he thus conveys a timely hint to the
Commander-in-Chief as to the inexpediency of a proposed
“command” for his nephew and future son-in-law, Prince
William of Gloucester, the “Silly Billy” of contemporary
satirists :—

“WEYMOUTH, Sept. 25, 1801.

“MY DEAR FREDERICK,

“The usual papers came this morning and the
recommendations to vacant Commissions, which I ap-
proved of.

“Your statement in favour of Brigadier Scott makes his
appointment to the Command of the Royal Somerset Reg?®
of Fencibles on the death of Colonel Forbes very proper.

“I cannot say I very willingly would put Prince William
in any Command where much tallents [s7c] were required,
but there is little probability of any attempt on the North
West District that he will there be most out of the way.

“ My dear Frederick,
“ Your most affectionate Father,
“GEORGE R.’?

Between the 17th and 20th September, 1805, Pitt had
an interview with King George at the Royal Lodge,
Weymouth. It is with this, the latest phase of the Great

! Another of his letters to the Commander-in-Chief at this juncture is
dated “ 35 p 9 P.M.,” and a third ““50mp 7 A.M.”

2 The correspondence between George III and the Duke of York, 1797-
1805, was only quite recently sold pell-mell to various autograph dealers.
Another letter of great importance bearing on the acute crisis of 1804 will be
found in Vol. II, chap. xv.

1.—6
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Terror, that Thomas Hardy opens the first part of his
wonderful dramatic poem 7%e Dynasts. With rare skill he
depicts the events which occur in rapid succession in
Wessex, London, Paris, and Boulogne. The meeting at -
Weymouth of Pitt and the now purblind King is thus

related :—
KING.
We've had alarms
Within this few weeks past, as you may know,
That Bonaparte has landed close hereby.

PITT.
Such rumours come as regularly as harvest.

KING.
And now he has left Boulogne with all his host.
Was it his object to invade at all,
Or was his vast assemblage here a blind ?

PITT.
Undoubtedly he meant invasion, Sir,
Had fortune favoured. He may try it yet.

On the 4th October, a fortnight later, the Royal Family
left Weymouth, and returned to Kew. The King no
longer wrote legibly as he did in 1798, and even in 1803.
Four days before Trafalgar he thus writes to Lord Mul-
grave :—1!

“KEW, October 17, 1805.

“The information by the mail just arrived is so impor-
tant that Lord Mulgrave has judged very properly in
instantly communicating it, though at an irregular hour.
The violence of Bonaparte is highly advantageous to the
good cause, and probably has effected a decision in the
line to be pursued by the King of Prussia that will be
more efficacious than the interview with the Emperor of
Russia would have produced without it.

“GEORGE R/
! The three letters are in Mr. Broadley’s collection of MSS.
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Only a few hours later Mack signed the capitulation
of Ulm; four days afterwards Nelson died at Trafalgar,
having by a great naval victory once again saved England
from the possibility of invasion in the near future, and
virtually freed her from the shadow of the Great Terror.

Many of the unpublished letters which are referred



XX INTRODUCTION

to in the text are scarcely less interesting than those
of King George. We have Richard Cumberland com-
posing a song to stimulate the patriotism of the
volunteers, Charles James Fox discussing the real object
of Bonaparte’s movements with his brother the General,
Mrs, Piozzi giving her views as to the remuneration of our
naval protectors, and Bruix making an appointment for
the purpose of examining a torpedo newly invented by
Fulton, and so forth. It is but quite recently that the
Fishguard despatches of Lords Milford and Cawdor were
found in the shop of a Birmingham curiosity dealer. They
will be reproduced in the chapter which relates the almost
farcical prologue to the ambitious dreams of Bonaparte
and the later evolutions of the Army of England.

By far the most important source of information, now
utilized for the first time, is the MS. Memoirs on the Defence
of Great Britain and Ireland, compiled in 1803 and 1804 by
General Charles Frangois Dupérier Dumouriez, in many
respects one of the ablest and most far-seeing statesmen
and soldiers whose latent powers were developed by the
exigencies of the French Revolution, Although Dumouriez
outlived Napoleon, he was thirty years his senior, If they
had been contemporaries, the course of European history
might have been very different. As it was, few French-
men hated “the Corsican upstart” more intensely than the
man who was Governor of Cherbourg while the future
Emperor was still a child. Dumouriez broke with the
Convention in the very year which witnessed the arrival
in France of Bonaparte and the other members of his
family as unknown and obscure Corsican refugees. There
was little in Napoleon’s leadership of his ultra-democrat
compatriots against the Paolists to betoken the prowess
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he was to display a few months later as Commandant
of the Artillery of the Army of the South. The two
men were never fated to meet face to face in the arena
of practical politics. If they had ever come in contact,
a death-struggle for the supreme power between the
victor of Jemappes and the winner of Marengo and
Austerlitz would have been inevitable. Born at Cam-
brai in 1739, Dumouriez endured for some years the
tortures which in those days fell to the lot of a rickety
child. He was released from the heavy metal frame used
to support his emaciated limbs only just in time to save
his life. Before he reached man’s estate, however, he
could bear any amount of fatigue, and he became as
robust in body as he was alert in mind. He had won name
and fame in the Seven Years’ War, and had seen a whole
decade of active service before in 1768, the year which
immediately preceded Napoleon’s birth, he went through
the Corsican campaign under Marshal de Vaux, whom he
regarded not only as his leader, but as his friend and
patron, In 1772 a suspicion of secret relations with
Poland and Hamburg entailed on Dumouriez a lengthy
period of detention in the Bastille. During the years
1774, 1775,.and 1776 he was the head of an official mis-
sion to examine and report upon the Channel harbours
and their defences. In 1775 it was Dumouriez who se-
lected Cherbourg in preference to Havre as the great
naval centre of the future, and he was almost immediately
entrusted with the superintendence of the necessary works
there.. In 1777 he was appointed Commandant of Cher-
bourg, and in the following year entered on the active dis-
charge of his functions in that capacity. It was at this
juncture that he planned hostile expeditions against the
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Channel Islands and the Isle of Wight. In 1790 Dumou-
riez became an active politician, and joined the ranks of
the Girondists. His published pamphlets were as belli-
cose and highly flavoured as his speeches, but speedily
led to promotion, and the dashing captain of the. Seven
Years’ War became first Minister of Foreign Affairs and
then Général en Chef des Armées Francaises. Over
the death of the king Dumouriez fell out with his former
political friends, who denounced him as a traitor. Shortly
after the battle of Neerwinden—his only defeat—he went
over to the Austrians, and never more set foot on French
soil. In 1794 the Vie Privée et Politique du Général
Dumouriez, Pour servir de suite & ses Mémoives was pub-
lished at Hamburg, where six years later he met Nelson
on his way to England. Between 1793 and 1803 he
wandered from Court to Court as the propagandist of
Bourbon restoration. That he was a philosopher and
deep thinker as well as a born general and one of the
greatest military experts of the warlike age in which he
lived is abundantly evident from his numerous published
works, and still more so from the MS. commenced late in
1803 and completed in May, 1804. In the pages of this
MS. the author frankly alludes to himself as a former
“Commander of Cherbourg,” an “Overseer of the Har-
bour Works of Cherbourg,” an officer of the French army
under Louis XV and XVI, a protégé of the Marshal de
Vaux, an Assistant Q.M.G. under Marshal de Vaux in
1779, a refugee in England in 1803, and “a counsellor to
the English Government and Adviser to the Staff” In
1804 no other man alive in any way answered to these
detailed and explicit indications but Charles Francis
Dumouriez.
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Some three years ago a thick octavo volume of carefully
written MS., bound in stout vellum and provided with a
metal clasp, found its way into the shop of a well-known
London second-hand bookseller. The description given of
it in the catalogue was insufficient and somewhat mis-
leading, but the present owner has no difficulty in identify-
ing it with the work for the preparation of which the
author received for just twenty years a pension of at least
41000 per annum from the British Government. From
the first word to the last the MS. is, without the shadow
of a doubt, in the peculiarly characteristic and easily
recognizable handwriting of Dumouriez, which varied little
during the last forty years of his life, and of which numer-
ous specimens are available for the purpose of comparison.
The calligraphy of the Memotrs, begun probably under the
auspices of Addington and finished after the return to
office of Pitt, is absolutely identical to that of a very
remarkable letter written to Nelson by Dumouriez, in
English, from Altona on the 2oth April, 1801, which was
sold by Messrs. Sotheby on the 8th July, 1905. Dumouriez
was a linguist of no mean order, and the missive in ques-
tion demonstrates the fact that he possessed a very
sufficient knowledge of our language before he began his
twenty years of continuous residence on British soil.
“My dear and glorious Nelson,” wrote the illustrious exile,
“Victory is ever bounded [sic] to your name, as my
friendship to your character. I hope the Peace with the
Northern Powers will give another turn to your constant
successes, more profitable for the public cause. Paul’s
foolish brain destroyed our hopes, they revive with the suc-
cessor. If you have the charge of the Mediterranean Sea,
we can together deliver Italy and France of the democratic
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tyranny. I desire nothing else. After that, take your
leave, and spend the remnant of your life in the calmness
shadowed with the laurels you for yourself implantd.
Farewell, dear Nelson, and be constant in friendship as
you are in triumphing of [over] internal foes and external
enemys.”

Seven years before John Gillray had portrayed the
future friend of Nelson and “ Counsellor of England” as
dining at St. James’s Palace on May 15th, 1793, the
plat de résistance being the head and battered crown of
Louis XVIII served up by Fox and Sheridan, both wearing
Phrygian caps adorned with tricolour cockades. The
founder of Cherbourg had evidently been held responsible
for one of the earliest post-French Revolution invasion
panics. In 1803 and 1804 Dumouriez, Fox, and Sheridan
were all three to be found amongst the most eloquent and
stalwart champions of English national defence and war
to the knife with the “democratic tyrant” now on the
high road to the imperial throne.

References will be frequently found in the text to the
remarkable essay of Dumouriez, who during the time he
was compiling it was constantly in communication with
the Duke of York and Lords Melville and Camden. It is
hoped,fhowever, that the whole of the MS. will, as it richly
deserves, be carefully translated and edited for publication
as a supplemental volume to the present work. The
high character, transcendent ability, and exceptional
position of Dumouriez demands it, and assuredly there
is no other instance in history of the Foreign Minister
of one country, and that within twelve years of his
having held the office, living to draw up in every detail
a scheme for the defence of the country of which he
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once planned the invasion. Sir John Bowring, who was
Dumouriez’s literary executor and the composer of the
Latin epitaph in Henley Church, so unpardonably mis-
quoted by the General’s German biographer, tells us? that
“Dumouriez died on 2nd March, 1823, at Turville Park,
aged eighty-four, his last days having been made comfort-
able by an allowance from the Duke of Orleans, which
enabled him to keep a carriage. The General had, I
believe, a pension of £1000 a year from the British
Government, with whom he was in intimate communica-
tion, and 7or whom he drew up a plan of defence against the
menaced French invasion. At his death his papers were
purchased by the Government from his executors” As far
as can be ascertained, there is no trace of another copy of
the whole or any portion of the MS., to which the author
made additions in 1805, 1806, and 1808, either in the
Record or War Offices.? Shrewdness and common sense
are the characteristics of Dumouriez’s deductions and
observations. Much that he writes is prophetic, and, like
his anticipation of Napoleon’s attack on Austria, strangely
verified by subsequent events. It was in May, 1804, that
Dumouriez wrote: “It is time for England to cut the
thread that holds the sword of Bonaparte above her head.
Nothing is so demoralizing as an everlasting defensive.
It may be thought that every year would add to the per-
fection of the measures taken, but it is in human nature
to grow less and less energetic, seeing that the first enthu-

Y Autobiographical Recollections of Sir John Bowring, with a brief Memoir
of L. V. Bowring, pp. 307 e seg. London, 1877.

2 Fragments of Dumouriez’s memoranda on the defence of England exist in
the library of the Secretary of State for War. See Napoleonic Studies, by
J. Holland Rose, Litt.D. London, George Bell, 1904.
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siastic effort always calls forth the highest degree of that
energy. Unless England proceeds to attack she will present
the spectacle of a place beleaguered by a weaker force than
its own garrison. This will be tantamount to cowardice, and
could not inspire the continental powers with confidence.
The defensive power is unwieldy, costly, and even dan-
gerous. It will not make Bonaparte abate one jot of his
pretensions and projects; it is out of proportion with the
danger of the invasion, which 200,000 men could repel
with the help of a Navy which alone can meet all the
navies of the world collected together. No doubt England
had to reach the offensive vz4 the defensive, but let it be
clearly understood that if from this year [1804] an attack
does not supersede defence, then his chances will be very
much increased.” It was to some purpose that Nelson
strongly impressed on the British Government the wisdom
of utilizing the knowledge of Dumouriez.

In the Histoire de la Caricature sous la Républigue,
P Empire et la Restauration, by Champfleury,! ample justice
is done to the powerful influence on English public opinion
exercised by such artists as Gillray and Rowlandson
throughout the Great Terror, although, curiously enough,
comparatively little notice is taken of the elder Cruik-
shank, Woodward, and the other artists, great and small,
who made the Corsican Ogre and his flotilla the target of
their satire. It was to James Gillray that Napoleon owed
the sobriguet « Little Boney,” which will be remembered
when the innumerable abusive and depreciative epithets
so freely bestowed on our redoubtable adversary are for-
gotten. “Gillray fut,” observes the French historian of
caricature, “un véritable excitateur, un remueur de fibres

1 Vol. IV, pp. 247-397. Paris, n.d.
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patriotiques, et son nom devrait étre donné a une des rues
avoisinant la place ol se profile la statue de Wellington.”
The phrase is so particularly happy and appropriate that
it would lose half its force by translation. Champfleury
places Gillray above Rowlandson, who so frequently de-
feated the object he had in view by gross exaggeration of
form and features. There are comparatively few French
invasion caricatures in existence,! but the German artists,
it will be seen, showed Napoleon little more mercy
than Gillray and Rowlandson. For the last two decades
of the eighteenth century and the first two of the nine-
teenth the caricature was a national institution in
England. Throughout the Great Terror the satiric prints
exhibited in the shop windows of Humphrey in St.
James’s Street, Fores in Piccadilly, Ackermann in the
Strand, and Holland’s Museum in Oxford Street, and
freely lent out in portfolios for inspection at evening
parties, served to intensify the general detestation of
our foreign foe and stimulate the spirit of patriotism
and dogged determination to resist & Joutrance which
animated every class of the community. If one learns
much of the political side of the Great Terror from Pitt,
Rose, Fox, Windham, and the rest of the statesmen of
the period, for its side-lights and social aspect, one must
go to the pages of Wright and Grego and private collec-
tions like that to which the present writers have had
access. The ballad and the broadside proved quite as
useful in the same direction as the caricature; and, as
might be expected, the invasion had its own songs, song-
books, and song writers, as well as its own jests, toasts,

1 One of these, however, not only foreshadows the invasion by tunnel
idea of 1883, but that by aeroplane as foreshadowed in 1907.
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and sentiments.! If it has been reserved for the namesake
of one of the sturdiest sailors of Trafalgar times to de-
scribe in dramatic form, but with true poetic feeling, the
fall of the curtain on Napoleon’s cherished dream of con-
quering England, most of the poets of the period made
use of the menaced invasion to “improve the occasion,”
although the birthday and New Year odes of “ Poet” Pye
and the additional verses to the National Anthem and
“Rule Britannia,” thoughtfully provided by Miss Anna
Seward and others, have long since lost their savour.
These remarks will explain the raison d’étre of the
chapters in which the popular literature in prose as well
as in verse and the pictorial satire both of the earlier
and later phases of the Great Terror are dealt with at
length.

The works of Creasy and Hozier on the subject of the
invasion of England were each written at a time when the
question of national defence was pre-eminently the topic
of the hour, although we were neither in 1852 or in 1876
once more singing—

Thou Who rul’st sea and land,

Stretch forth Thy guardian hand,
Potent to save !

Lead forth our monarch’s host

And proud invasion’s boast

Crush on our warlike coast—
God save the King.

Y Account of Gillray’s Caricatures, by Wright and Evans, London, 1851 ;
England under the House of Hanover, by Wright, 1849 ; and Rowlandson the
Caricaturist, by Joseph Grego, 1880. The two elder Cruikshanks, both of
them volunteers, were already hard at work in the early days of the Great
Terror. George Cruikshank’s earliest works appeared in 1803, but (see
2ost, p. 244) he published in 1860 a crushing retort to General Sir W. Napier’s
animadversions on the old corps as ‘‘ Mimic Soldiers.”
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The pamphlet of General Sir Charles Napier on 7/e
Defence of England by Corps of Volunteers and Militia,
which appeared in the same year (1852) as Sir E. Creasy’s
book, was the signal for an avalanche of ephemeral bro-
chures emphasizing in some shape or other Coleridge’s
saying : “If men could learn from history, what lessons it
might teach us.” Captain Hozier placed on the title page
of his first volume the words, “ The cry is still they come” ;
while on that of the second he inscribes the lines : “ Happy
England !—happy with a special reference to the present
subject in this, that the wise dispensation of Providence
has cut her off by that streak of silver sea.” If he had
chosen he might have substituted Coleridge’s charming

lines—
And Ocean, *mid his uproar wild,
Speaks safety to his island child.
Hence for many a fearless age
Has social quiet loved thy shore ;
Nor ever proud invader’s rage
Or sacked thy towers, or stained thy fields with gore—

for the more prosaic prose of the Edinburgh Review.

The centre of menace may now have shifted itself from
Paris to Berlin, but this has only been since the accession
of King Edward VII. At the commencement of the
century the invasion tradition of the Bourbons and the
Bonapartes still held good at the Quai d’Orsay, along with
certain other hereditary diplomatic dogmas which it may
now be devoutly hoped have been finally cast aside. The
immediate consequences of the revival of the Channel
Tunnel project, however, abundantly show that the pos-
sibilities of an invasion of England from the Continent are
still very much within the sphere of practical politics. The
reopening of the controversy laid to rest in 1883 is no
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sooner mooted than the war of words becomes fiercer than
ever. Sir James Knowles once more unfurls the standard
of uncompromising resistance, which, like William Pitt’s
map of Europe, has been rolled up “these ten years”;
all sorts and conditions of men and women, from Lord
Wolseley to Dr. Sophia Jex-Blake, sound the shrill note of
alarm ; and while the shareholders of one great railway
company applaud the idea as a benefit to the human race,
those of another denounce it as dangerous and destructive
to England’s safety. One has only to read the issue of 7%e
Nineteenth Century and After for February last to realize
the extent and intensity of the interest centred in every-
thing which relates to the inviolability of our territory.
Indeed, if the cry about the unprotected condition of
our northern and eastern coasts may be taken as an in-
dication, it seems likely that the question of the sufficiency
or otherwise of our home defences will arrest public atten-
tion as urgently in 1907 as it did in 1807 and indeed in
1707. There is something strangely reminiscent of Napo-
leonic times in the verses now quoted from a poem which
lately appeared in the Pall Mall Gazette.

When men stood anxious at their posts,
Whilst women sobbed alone ;
When Fear gazed darkly o’er our Land,
The Fear we dared not own :
The windward sandbanks did their task,
The shoals upon their lee—

Who saved us from the Corsican?
They !—and our sullen Sea !

Loud roars the Watcher of our shores,
The Stiller of Alarm !

The narrow, sand-strewn, storm-swept Straits
That guard us from all harm !
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Spirit of sandbank, surf, and spume,
And spindrift driven free—

Save us this day, from those, we pray,

Who would betray our Sea !

During the Great Terror Charles Dibdin was the lau-
reate of the people. The important post now held by
Mr. Alfred Austin was occupied by Mr. Henry James Pye,
who rarely failed to introduce the subject of the invasion
into his official odes. The following may fairly be taken
as a specimen of his art. Quoth the “ British Muse” :—

Go forth, my sons, as nobler rights ye claim
Than ever fann’d the Grecian patriot’s flame,

So let your breasts a fiercer ardour feel,
Led by your Patriot King, to guard your country’s weal.

Her voice is heard—from wood, from vale, from down,
The thatch’d roof village and the busy town,

Eager th’ indignant country swarms,

And yours a people clad in arms

Num’rous as those whom Xerxes led,

To crush devoted Freedom’s head ;

Firm as the band for Freedom’s cause who stood,

And stained Thermopylee [s7c] with Spartan blood ;
Hear o’er their heads the exulting Goddess sing :

These are my fav’rite sons, and mine their warrior King.

The rhyming inanities of those days have long since
become things of the past. They have disappeared as
completely as the flat-bottom boats and the rest of the
complicated machinery which was intended to bring Na-
poleon and his army—*“ Gallia’s hosts,” in the language of
Mr. Pye—across the Channel. Although there is no longer
a demand for the verses which taxed so severely the re-
sources of Cibber, Whitehead, Warton, and Pye, and the
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skill of the unfortunate composers who had to set their
effusions to music, the Poet Laureate is still occasionally
called upon to strike his lyre. This has already happened
as far as the Channel Tunnel is concerned, and Mr. Alfred
Austin disposes of the whole matter by repeating three
lines written by him just a quarter of a century ago :(—

Nay, England, if thy citadel be sold
For lucre thus, Tarpeia’s doom be thine,
And perish smothered in a grave of gold.

Be the ultimate decision what it may, it is evident that
the story the writers have to tell possesses an interest
which regards the present and the future quite as much as
it does the past. They prefer, however, to leave the reader
to draw his own deductions from the facts which they
venture to think throw a new light not only on Napoleon’s
projected invasions of England, but on the social and poli-
tical life of the age to which they belong.

The writers desire to express their gratitude to Sir
George White, Bart., of Cotham House, Bristol, for per-
mission to use a contemporary water-colour sketch and
MS. song of the Bristol Volunteers of 1797 as well as a
rare broadside relating to the military history of the city
at that period; to Dr. J. Holland Rose, the latest and
greatest of Napoleon’s biographers, and Commander
Robinson, R.N., the author of 7%e British Fleet, for many
valuable suggestions; to Mr. H. H. Raphael, m.p,, for
access to the magnificent collection of engraved portraits
formed by him in illustration of the Memoirs of Barras;
to Mr. Clement Shorter for placing at their disposal his
interesting series of invasion handbills, carefully preserved
more than a century ago by Madame Tussaud; to Mr.

I,—c
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Edward Laws, the historian of Pembrokeshire, for the
communication of several new facts concerning the Fish-
guard episode of February, 1797; to Messrs. Spink for
the loan of the cast of a very rare variety of Napoleon’s
famous invasion medal of 1804 ; to Monsieur L. Forrer
for many interesting particulars as to the medals and
tokens issued in France in connection with the projects of
1796-1805 ; to Monsieur Godefroy Mayer of Paris, for a
note on the French iconography of the invasion, both
serious and humorous; to Mr. Sydney Sydenham, of
Bath, for information as to the volunteer tokens and
badges of the period dealt with; and to Mr. John Lane
for the care and taste he has bestowed on the effective
reproduction from the scarce originals of the numerous
characteristic illustrations now placed before the reader
of these volumes. Valuable assistance has also been
given to the writers by Mr. G. L. de St. M. Watson in
revising the proofs of these pages and preparing a care-
ful analysis of the voluminous information contained in
Captain Desbriere’s official treatise.
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NAPOLEON AND THE
INVASION OF ENGLAND

CHAPTER 1

EARLY PROJECTS OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC FOR THE
INVASION OF THE BRITISH ISLES, 1793—7—ENGLAND
ON THE DEFENSIVE

‘“ He that would England win
Must with Ireland first begin.”—OLD PROVERB.

N inveterate and exceeding bitter hatred of
England was for generations the legacy of
every son of France. Itwas the one connect-
ing link between the ancien »égime and its suc-

cessor which was never severed. Napoleon Bonaparte,
the apotheosis of the Revolution, in whose person was
summed up that vague political creed which set human
life at naught and regarded Europe as one great battle-
field, was no exception. And yet to England the future
Emperor owed accidentally his first step to fame. At the
siege of Toulon she gave him a golden opportunity which
he grasped, but ever after she dogged his footsteps on land
and sea. The genius of England always stood on his
threshold, be it palace or camp; she was always in the way.

Given an island and a narrow sea separating it from a
continent, the instinct of the soldier on the larger territory

prompts its invasion. The precedent set 55 B.C. by Cesar,
1—B
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who embarked his legions at Portus Itius, supposed by
some historians to be Calais, and by others Wissant,
between that port and Boulogne, was followed down the
centuries by other enterprising individuals representing
both official and private interests. Perhaps a modern
Froissart will yet pen the chronicles of the innumerable
expeditions fitted out with the object of plundering the
British Isles. Suffice to say that Louis X VI had contem-
plated invasion, and that before the infant French Republic
declared war against Holland and England in 1793,
Monge, the Minister of Marine, sent a note to the Jacobins
of all countries and to the inhabitants of the seaports
of France urging them to a final effort. Ireland was
grumbling over her numerous real or fancied grievances;
the storm which ended in the Rebellion of 'g8 was brew-
ing, “Already these free men show their discontent,”
writes Monge on the last day of 1792. “Well, we will fly
to their succour. We will make a descent on the island ; we
will lodge there fifty thousand caps of liberty ; we will plant
there the sacred tree, and we will stretch out our arms to
our republican brethren ; the tyranny of their government
will soon be destroyed. Let every one of us be strongly
impressed with this idea.”?
Plant, plant the tree, fair freedom’s tree,
Midst dangers, wounds, and slaughter ;

Each patriot’s breast its soil shall be,
And tyrants’ blood its water.?

1 Quoted by Pitt in his speech in the House of Commons on February ist,
1793.

2 Chorus of a song used by those who had republican tendencies, and
which took the place of ‘“God save the King.” It will be found in the
Appendix, No. XXVII, to the Report of the Committee of Secrecy of the
Irish House of Commons, presented by Lord Castlereagh on the 21st August,

1798,
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Dumouriez, that impetuous, but able and far-sighted,
soldier of fortune, who was in turn Constitutionalist,
Girondist, Jacobin, and supporter of the British Ministry,
having conquered Belgium after a brilliant campaign,
was the man of the moment in Paris. He had already
prepared plans for the invasion of England in the winter
of 1777-8, consequently his ideas on the proposed expe-
dition carried considerable weight. He saw that by
subjugating Holland her naval resources would be at the
disposal of the Republic. So glittering a prospect could
not be resisted. On January 13th, 1793, the Convention
accordingly ordered the armament of thirty ships and the
construction of twenty-five more, while the total number
of troops was to be increased to half a million, 227,000 of
whom, consisting of the armies of Belgium, the Moselle,
the Rhine, and of “ England,” were to act on the offensive.?
There was at first no plan for coast defence. Later some
twenty thousand men were assigned for the purpose, for it
was thought not unlikely that the British might turn the
tables on them and land soldiers on French soil. With
the breaking out of the Vendean rebellion faded away all

1 The objective was to be the Isle of Wight, which was then in a poor
state of defence, the greater part of the English army being in America.
Several thousands of French troops were to be concentrated at Cherbourg,
and on a dark November night embark on two hundred cZasse-marées, thirty of
which were to be armed with 24-pounders. French or English smugglers
would pilot them across the Channel. This expedition was but the beginning
of a general campaign, for in 1779 the Spanish and French fleets were to join
forces and proceed to Portsmouth with seventy thousand men, who would
either land there and march on London, leaving the original force to attack
the naval arsenal, or sail round to carry out the great plan of ‘‘a descent on
Rye.” The preparations for carrying out these schemes are said to have cost
eighty million francs.—Dumouriez MS., pp. 27-37.

2 Projets et Tentatives de Débarquement aux Illes Britannigues, Vol. I,
p. 21, by Edouard Desbritre.
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chances of putting the idea to a practical test. The
troops which had marched to the coasts for that purpose
were promptly sent to the recalcitrant provinces.
Hostilities between France and Great Britain had now
begun, war being declared against the latter Power and
Holland on the 1st February, 1793, closely followed by
equally drastic measures against Spain on the 7th March.
Pitt, who had just completed the tenth year of his un-
broken spell of office, shortly afterwards entered into an
alliance with Russia, followed by others with Sardinia,
Spain, Naples, Prussia, the Empire, and Portugal. Revo-
lutionary France had not a single friend, Denmark and
Sweden remaining neutral. It was the policy of the
British Minister to set a seal on the friendship of foreign
countries by paying heavy subsidies when necessary, the
allies fighting in the interior of Europe, aided by whatever
troops the non-military Power could put in the field, and her
navy narrowly watching the seas. At the beginning of
the war which was to be waged so relentlessly, England had
a hundred and fifteen sail-of-the-line and France seventy-
six ;! Spain also: had seventy-six, of which twenty were
the worse for repair ; Holland boasted forty-nine ; Portugal
had six, and Naples four? This array would appear very
formidable and imposing, but the navies of Spain and Hol-
land were in a condition of decay, both as regards seamen
and actual material strength. There was also an appalling
lack of morale in the French service. Mutiny was frequent;
everything was in a deplorable state, men and ships, stores
and administration. Money was lacking as well as pro-
visions and clothing. Chaos reigned supreme, the wages

Y The Influence of Sea Power upon the French Revolution and Empirs,
Vol. 1, p. 75, by Captain A. T. Mahan, U.s.N. 2 Ibid., p. 78.
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of systematic neglect. The mad frenzy of the people for
equality had removed many of the best officers, and the
opinion of the ordinary seaman carried almost as much
weight as that of the commander. The dry rot which set
in was not entirely eradicated under the influence of
Napoleon, and for years the French navy continued to pay
the price of a purely theoretical belief that patriotism was
the alpha and omega of statesmanship.

The defeat of the fearless Royalist peasants of La Vendée
at Savenay ! encouraged the Convention to an expedition
against the Channel Islands, but the smoking flax of civil
war was not quenched, and soon broke into flame again.
English squadrons also appeared off the coasts and a
small engagement took place near Havre. It remained
for General Hoche? Bonaparte’s most formidable rival, to
propose and organize a definite and infinitely more com-
prehensive plan of action. This was in 1796, by which
time the Batavian Republic3 [Holland], Prussia, Sweden,
and Spain had come to terms with France, to be followed in
October by Naples; Pitt had also made overtures for
peace, but without success. Three years before, Hoche
had approached the Committee of Public Safety with an
offer to carry over an army to England in trading vessels.

! December 23rd, 1793.

2 Hoche, Lazare (1768-97), the son of the keeper of the royal staghounds
at Montreuil. Having successfully pacified La Vendée and Brittany, and
proved successful at Quiberon, he was appointed to the command of the
expedition against Ireland (see gos?, p. 7) which left Brest on December 15th,
1796. His victories over the Austrians in the spring of the following year
were only arrested by the peace of Leoben (April 19th, 1797). Five months
later he died at the age of twenty-nine.

3 On the conquest of the United Provinces by France in 1795, the
Stadholder took refuge in England, and the country was constituted the
Batavian Republic. The States-General at once formed a close alliance with
France.
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“] want neither place nor rank! T’ll be the first to tread
the soil of these political brigands!”! In this later and
saner effort the protection of the coasts by means of gun-
boats constantly cruising to and fro was to be his first care,
followed by an attack on Jersey and Guernsey, and a
chouannerie carried on in England. Hoche’s attention was
again diverted, and it was not until he had earned for
himself the title of “the peacemaker of La Vendée” that
he was able to give further attention to the matter. By
this time General Humbert? had taken up the cause of
Irish independence, which Hoche supported enthusiasti-
cally. They went apace with the preparations. Six small
vessels and a similar number of transports were placed at
their disposal, and arms were provided for several hundred
jail birds whom they proposed to release from the prison
at Brest. An “independent legion” of fifteen hundred
men was also recruited, but at the last moment the newly
elected Directory cancelled everything, and turned a more
willing ear to the proposal of Lieutenant Muskeyn, whose
experience in the navigation and strategy of small craft
such as might be of service in crossing the Channel was
considerable. By birth a Fleming, he had seen service as
naval lieutenant with the Swedes in their war against the
Russians® He repaired to Dunkirk and set about forming
a flotilla. Yarmouth and Newcastle were to be the objec-

1 Desbritre, I, p. 31.

2 Jean Joseph Amable Humbert (4. 1767) was the son of a small farmer.
He became a volunteer at the outbreak of the French Revolution, and
eventually secured the command of his regiment. He was appointed General
of Brigade in 1794. After considerable experience in La Vendée he became
senior officer of the ¢‘ Legion of France ” which sailed with Hoche in the Bantry
Bay Expedition of 1796. — See Studies ir Irish History and Btography,
pp- 257-8, by C. Litton Falkiner.

3 Desbritre, I, p. 71.



INVASION OF ENGLAND 7

tives in this new plan, with the Humber! as an alternative
should it be more easy of access. Beginning with some
- likelihood of success so far as actually leaving port was
concerned, it gradually dropped out like the rest. Twenty-
two gunboats were built, and eight troopships secured for
the transport of five thousand infantry, but so great was
the repugnance of the soldiers to the voyage in small
boats that in two days no fewer than six hundred men
deserted. An attempt to get under weigh was certainly
made, but in such unpropitious weather that one of the
vessels sank in sight of the shore,

His rival’s preparations having ended so ignominiously,
Hoche again came forward, and was able to enlist the
sympathies of Truguet, the new Minister of Marine. On
June 23td, 1796, the General was informed by the Directory
that it relied upon him to put the plans previously
matured into execution. The despatch of a relief expedi-
tion to the Irish patriots was to be the signal for an
armed rising by them, the arrangements being in the
hands of the Society of United Irishmen, the leaders of
which, having formed themselves into a Junta (Directory),
had entered into negotiations for French assistance to
enable the thousands of men they represented to cast off
the English yoke? The communication averred that the
independence of Ireland would cause England to lose her
naval supremacy, but it frankly admitted that the French

1 # Rivers are difficult and dangerous for landing, because they can be easily
defended, and the land is less open and gives scope for more batteries. The
wind which brought a flotilla would also allow the defenders’ squadron to sail
up.”—Dumouriez MS., p. 8.

2 The Society of United Irishmen was formed at Belfast in 1791. The
Junta consisted of five members, Lord Edward FitzGerald, O’Connor,
Emmet, McNeven, and Bond.
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Marine was still under a cloud, and three small expeditions
only could be fitted out. A flotilla was to take five
thousand picked men and land them on the coast of
Connaught, if possible in Galway Bay, and then proceed
at once to the East Indies. This force was to sail in six
weeks, and ten thousand muskets were to be stowed away
for the use of the Irish. By the 1st September, 1796, a
second expedition was to be ready at Brest, with a com-
plement of six thousand independent troops, including
some ex-Chouans and a sprinkling of “undesirables”;
while a third expedition from Holland, with a force of
five thousand men, chiefly foreign deserters under French
officers, was to augment the former.

So vague a method of warfare did not appeal to Hoche,
who drew up a more business-like scheme after a con-
ference with Wolfe Tone and E. J. Lewens, the accredited
agents in Paris of the Irish Junta. Experiencing some
discouragement, the General finally went to Brest and
found the ships there in a disgraceful condition. Lorient
was little better, and Admiral Villaret-Joyeuse, who had
been appointed Naval Commander of the fleet, Hoche
being in supreme authority, was forced to leave three ships
out of five in that port when he wished to take them to
Brest. Villaret-Joyeuse still looked upon the Irish part of
the cruise as a mere episode, and prepared for a voyage to
the East Indies, which Hoche most vigorously opposed,
and he soon secured the Admiral’s dismissal. He was
succeeded by Admiral Morard de Galles, whose previous
record would have fitted him well for the task had he not
been both aged and infirm. Almost on the eve of depar-
ture the Directory decided that as a British squadron of
fifteen sail-of-the-line under Admiral Colpoys was cruising
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in the Channel, it would be wise to make use of five ships
which had recently returned to Rochefort from North
America. These were brought to Brest under the com-
mand of Admiral Richery, but were in so rickety a condi-
tion that two only were found to be serviceable, and even
these needed repairs. Villeneuve was expected with five
ships from Toulon, and Spanish help was also anticipated,
but neither was utilized.! The total military force under
Hoche now consisted of some fourteen thousand men,
forming a vanguard, a main body, a rearguard, and a
supplementary body. With the vanguard sailed Admiral
Bouvet in the frigate /mmortalité, with Grouchy in military
command, and included Richery’s two ships. Hoche and
Admiral Morard de Galles went with the main body in the
frigate Fraternité, The rearguard was under Admiral
Nielly. Seventeen sail-of-the-line, thirteen frigates, five
corvettes, six transports, and two “flutes” comprised the
French fleet—a notable armament had the crews been of
full strength and the officers well trained.

The day before sailing Hoche issued a proclamation to
his troops? It contains less rodomontade than is to be
found in the addresses of most Republican generals, but it is
worthy of note that he had previously circulated “official ”
statements to the effect that his troops were destined for
Portugal, copies of which were in the hands of the British
authorities and put them off their guard. The following
was printed at Pau, nearly two hundred miles from Brest3

! Mahan, Znflucnce of Sea Power wpon the French Revolution, Vol. 1,
p. 348. By the Treaty of St. Ildefonso, signed on the 1g9th August, 1796,
Spain concluded an offensive and defensive alliance with France. In the
following October Spain declared war against Great Britain.

2 Popular Songs, Illustrative of the Frenck Invasions of Ireland, part iii,
p. 13, edited by T. Crofton Croker (Percy Society, 1847).  * Zbid., p. 7.
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“To the French Army destined to Assist the Irish

Revolution.
“Republicans,

“Proud of having made you victorious on many
occasions, I have obtained permission from Government
to lead you to fresh successes. To command you is to be
assured of victory.

“Eager to give back liberty to a people worthy of it,
and ripe for revolution, the Directory sends us to Ireland
with the object of assisting the revolution that some
excellent republicans have just undertaken.

“It will be a splendid task for us, who have conquered
the myrmidons of the kings armed against the Republic,
to break the fetters of a friendly nation, and to help it to
recover the rights usurped by the odious English Govern-
ment.

“You will never forget, brave and faithful companions,
that the people amongst whom we are going are the
friends of our country, that we must treat them as such,
and not as a conquered people.

“On arriving in Ireland you will find hospitality and
fraternity ; soon thousands of its inhabitants will come to
increase our battalions. Take good care then never to
treat any of them as an enemy. Like ourselves, they have
to be avenged on the perfidious English; the latter are
those alone on whom we have to wreak a striking revenge,
Be sure that the Irish sigh no less than you for the
moment when, together, we shall march to London to
recall to Pitt and to his friends what they have done
against our liberty.

“By friendship, by duty, by the honour of the French
name, you must respect the persons and the property of
the country to which we are going.
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“If by constant effort I provide for your needs, be sure
that, jealous of preserving the reputation of the army
which I have the honour to command, I will severely
punish whoever neglects that which he owes to his
country. Laurels and glory will be the portion of the
Republican soldier ; death will be the price of rapine and
of pillage.

“You know me sufficiently to believe that, for the
first time, I will not fail in keeping my word. I have
duly warned you, fail not to remember.

“ GENERAL HOCHE.

“ BREST, the (blank in text) year of the Republic.”

A start was made on the 15th December, 1796, and by
the following day the ships were moving towards the
open sea. Fate dealt unkindly with the expedition, which
began and ended with disaster, for the Fougueux (74) and
the Tndomptable (80) collided, while the Séduisant (74)
struck a reef and foundered. It would have been well if
the orders cancelling the whole plan which the Directory
had sent to Hoche had been delivered, but they arrived too
late. The bad weather caused the various divisions to
part company at the very outset, and they were never
completely reunited. It was only by the merest luck that
Bouvet, Richery, and Nielly came together on the 1g9th
December. Hoche, with one sail-of-the-line and three
frigates, on being informed that his scattered fleet had
preceded him in getting away from Brest, crowded on all
sail, and missed Bouvet’s division owing to a dense fog.
On the morning of the 21st, by which time his force had
been reduced to one sail-of-the-line, the MNVesfor, and the
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Fraternité, the Commander-in-Chief gazed on the Irish
coast with eager eyes, and drew near to Bantry Bay.
During the night the lights of numerous vessels were
observed, which he surmised were British, whereas they
belonged to his own missing fleet. A storm arose and played
havoc with the frigate, and two days after the Fraternité
had lost her consort. The Romaine came in sight for a
short time later and disappeared. On the 28th Bouvet’s
Immortalité was reported, and on the following day Hoche
knew that the expedition which he had planned with so
much care had turned out a fiasco. Two ships remained
to tell the tale, the Scevola, which was rapidly sinking,
and the Révolution, which was engaged in rescuing the
crew of the former, although she herself was in an almost
disabled state owing to a collision.

Meanwhile the other admirals had arrived off the Irish
coast on the 21st December with thirty-five saill Un-
favourable weather again precluded them from keeping
together, and on the 22nd Bouvet anchored at Bear
Haven with eight sail-of-the-line and seven other vessels.
The remainder were afterwards blown to sea? The
admiral and Grouchy held a council of war, the former
being of opinion that a search should be made for Hoche ;
but Grouchy, who as military commander-in-chief was
supreme once the fleet was at anchor, gave orders that the
6500 troops under him should be landed at Bear Island?
and then altered his plans, making Bantry his objective.
Bouvet, however, made not the slightest attempt to carry
out the command, and Grouchy did not enforce it as he

! Mahan, Vol. I, p. 355. 2 Ibid., 356.
3 In Bantry Bay, thirteen miles west of Bantry. The remains of several
martello towers, erected after Hoche’s expedition, may still be seen.
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ought to have done, for which negligence censure has been
justly passed upon him. Bad weather again set in that
night, and on Christmas Day Bouvet sought the open sea,
whither Nielly and Richery followed him, and made for
Brest. Bedout’s vessels, on board of which were some
four thousand men, still remained. Not until he and the
military officers with him had discussed the situation, and
decided that a landing would serve no useful purpose, did
they set sail for Brest, which was reached on January 1st,
1797. The 7Trajan waited off the mouth of the Shannon
in the hope of forming a junction with Hoche, and on her
captain being told that the Fraternité had been seen off
the Irish coast on December 26th, he made for Bantry
Bay once more. On the 7th January the solitary vessel
was sighted by two British sail-of-the-line and two frigates,
and a thirty-six hours’ chase began, the 7747an managing
to effect an escape.! A division under Commodore Linois
had left Bantry Bay the day before. On the 13th it
reached home waters. Hoche landed at La Rochelle on
the 14th.

Another solitary ship, the Droits de I’ Homme, acquitted
herself with honour, and the stubborn fight she made with
Sit Edward Pellew’s /ndefatigable and the Amazon, both
frigates, is the most noteworthy incident in Hoche's
attempt to invade Ireland. The French ship did not set
out on the homeward voyage till January sth, and all went
well until the 13th, when the Britishers came up with her.
A fierce conflict ensued, which continued far into the
night, heavy seas frequently dashing into the portholes
and preventing the proper working of the guns. The men
on both sides fought with the courage of desperation, and

! Desbritre, Vol. I, pp. 193-212.
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the carnage on the Droits de I’ Homme was terrible, partly
due to overcrowding. At dawn both the Asmazon and the
Frenchman ran aground in Audierne Bay, thirty-five miles
south of Brest,! and eventually became total wrecks.
Many willing peasants appeared on the beach, but were
helpless to lend their aid owing to the tempestuous
weather, The waves broke over the ships, and many a
poor wretch found a watery grave. There were a number
of English prisoners on board the Droits de I’ Homme, and
on the second day nine of them lowered a boat and
reached the shore in safety. Other attempts were made to
launch small craft and rafts, but they were all swamped.
Writes a British officer who was saved :—

“ Weak, distracted, and wanting everything, we envied
the fate of those whose lifeless corpses no longer needed
sustenance. The sense of hunger was already lost, but a
parching thirst consumed our vitals. Recourse was had
to wine and salt water, which only increased the want.
Half a hogshead of vinegar floated up, and each had half
a wineglass full. This gave a momentary relief, yet soon
left us again in the same state of dreadful thirst. Almost
at the last gasp, every one was dying with misery; the ship,
which was now one-third shattered away from the stern,
scarcely afforded a grasp to hold by to the exhausted and
helpless survivors. The fourth day brought with it a
more serene sky, and the sea seemed to subside; but to
behold from fore and aft the dying in all directions
was a sight too shocking for the feeling mind to endure,
Almost lost to a sense of humanity, we no longer looked
with pity on those who were the speedy forerunners of our
own fate, and a consultation took place to sacrifice some

! Mahan, Vol. I, p. 358.
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one to be food for the remainder. The die was going to
be cast, when the welcome sight of a man-of-war brig
renewed our hopes. A cutter speedily followed, and both
anchored at a short distance from the wreck. They then
sent their boats to us, and, by means of large rafts, about
150, of nearly 400 who attempted it, were saved by the
brig that evening; 380 were left to endure another night’s
misery, when, dreadful to relate, above one-half were found
dead next morning.”! The British losses amounted to
three killed and thirty-four wounded. The crew of the
doomed Awmazon, with the exception of six men who
attempted to get to shore in the ship’s cutter, were saved
and made prisoners. Of the 1750 men on board the
Droits de I Homme probably only a comparatively small
proportion survived both the fight and the wreck, but as to
this records are silent.? Suffice to say that General Hum-
bert effected his escape, and lived to command a similar
expedition a little later.®

It has been repeated again and again that an “act of
God” alone prevented the invasion of Ireland in the
winter of 1796. The weather was certainly against the
French part of the time, but Grouchy’s dilatoriness was as
conspicuous at Bantry as it was at Waterloo, and must be
taken into account. Napoleon gave it as his opinion that
had Hoche been able to land his “fine army” he would
have been successful.t

Where was the main British fleet all this time, while the
fate of Ireland trembled in the balance? The fifteen sail-

1 James’s Naval History, p. 81. Epitomized by Robert O’Byrne, F.R.G.S.

2 Jbid., pp. 81-2. 3 See post, p. 140.

4 Creasy’s Inwvasions of England, Vol. 11, p. 209. Dumouriez says that

had Admiral Bouvet sacrificed his ships and General Hoche not been parted
from his army by a storm, the expedition would not have failed. —MS., p. 267.
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of-the-line under Admiral Colpoys, which usually cruised
off Brest, had been blown thirty miles to the westward,
and two or three frigates under Sir Edward Pellew alone
remained to watch the enemy. Colpoys was not aware
that the expedition had sailed until the day after the
majority of the ships had reached the mouth of Bantry
Bay, and then he made for Spithead. The fleet at Ports-
mouth under Lord Bridport, which was “at home to relieve
the fleet off Brest, if necessary, or to pursue the enemy,
if he should sail,”! got under weigh when nearly all the
scattered units of the French fleet were on their homeward
voyage. This unsatisfactory method of watching an enemy
contrasts strongly with Lord St. Vincent's (formerly Sir
John Jervis) later injunction to “hermetically seal up” the
French fleets in their harbours. Blockade duty at this
time was almost entirely entrusted to a few ships, and
occasionally to frigates only; there was seldom a squadron
before Brest in winter.?

As to what would have happened had Hoche landed in
Ireland can only be surmised, but that Earl Camden, the
Lord Lieutenant, was satisfied with the precautions taken
is shown in his letter to the Duke of Portland, dated
January 1oth, 1797. “I have the satisfaction to reflect
that the best spirit was manifested by His Majesty’s regular
and militia forces ; and I have every reason to believe that,
if a landing had taken place, they would have displayed
the utmost fidelity.” The regiments trudged many weary
miles in the snow, which was cleared away in some parts
by the peasantry so as not to hinder the march. “In the

1 Speech by Dundas in House of Commons, 3rd March, 1797 ; Parliament-
ary History, Vol. XXXIII, p. 12.
2 The Great Campaigns of Nelson, p. 19, by William O’Connor Morris.
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town of Galway, which for a short time was left with a
very inadequate garrison, the zeal and ardour of the
inhabitants and yeomanry was peculiarly manifested, and
in a manner to give me the utmost satisfaction. In short,
the general good disposition of the people through the
south and west was so prevalent that, had the enemy
landed, their hope of assistance from the inhabitants would
have been totally disappointed. From the armed yeomanry
Government derived the most honourable assistance. . . .
The merchants of Dublin, many of them of the first
eminence, marched sixteen Irish miles with a convoy of
arms to the north, whither it was conducted by reliefs of
yeomanry. The appearance in this metropolis has been
highly meritorious. The corps have been formed of the
most respectable barristers, attorneys, merchants, gentle-
men, and citizens ; and their number is so considerable,
and their zeal in mounting guard so useful, that I was
enabled greatly to reduce the garrison with perfect safety
to the town. The number of yeomanry fully appointed
and disciplined, in Dublin, exceed 2000, above 400 of
whom are horse, The whole number of corps approved
by Government amount to 440, exclusive of the Dublin
corps. The gross number is nearly 25,000.”1

The narrative of the Bantry Bay invasion has been
handed down in song and story, and the following verse
records in rhyme what the latter part of the above despatch
conveys in prose :—

TUNE.— /oy and kealth to the Duckhess wherever she goes.

All ranks, all professions, shall greatly unite,
The lawyer, the student, the farmer, the trader,
In one armed host for their country to fight,
Their rights to preserve and repel the invader :

Y London Gazette, January 17th, 1797,
I.—-C
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By this valiant band
Protected we'll stand,
Long as the sea round the shores of Ireland shall flow ;
To them let us raise
The due tribute of praise,
Success to our yeomen wherever they go.!

No less interesting is the effort of another minor poet,
which also supports the view that the Irish were not afraid
that the French might land, but rather that they would

fail to do so:—
TUNE.—Lilliburlero.

Oh ! brother soldier, hear you the news,
Twang ’em, we'll bang ’em, and hang ’em up all ;
An army’s arrived without breeches or shoes,
Twang ’em, we'll bang ’em, and hang ’em up all.

To arms, to arms !
Brave boys, to arms !

.

The French to invade us prepared a great fleet,
Twang ’em, etc.

And now since they’re come, we shall very soon meet.
Twang ’em, etc.

To arms, to arms! etc.

They come the true cause, they say, to advance,
Twang ’em, etc.

But what is more rare they bring freedom from France,
Twang ’em, etc.

To arms, to arms ! etc.?

A ballad of sixteen verses, entitled, “ The Invasion,”3

1 Popular Songs, illustrative of the French Invasions of Ireland, part iii,
p- 65. 2 7bid., part iii, p. 60.

3 Ibid., part iii, p. 47. ¢ This ballad, which was probably first printed in
a newspaper of the time, appears in A4 Collection of Constitutional Songs,
Vol. I, p. 8o, published by A. Edwards, Cork, 1799, and is entitled ¢ The
Invasion’ (written in January, 1797).”
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calls to task the British admirals for not having annihilated
the French fleet :—
Nor skill nor courage aught avail
Against high Heaven’s decrees,
The storm arose and closed our ports,
A mist o’erspread the seas.
For not to feeble, mortal man
Did God His vengeance trust ;
He raised His own tremendous arm,
All powerful as all just.

Now fair and strong the south-east blew,
And high the billows rose ;

The French fleet bounded o’er the main,
Freighted with Erin’s foes.

Oh ! where was Hood, and where was Howe,
And where Cornwallis then ;

Where Colpoys, Bridport, or Pellew,
And all their gallant men?

Several other effusions contain references to the same
effect, as witness the following from the pen of O’Kelly,
whose name is immortalized by Lockhart in his ZLzfe of
Sir Walter Scott. The lesser light paid a personal visit to
the author of Marmion when the great Scottish writer
was in Ireland in 1825. The poem appears to have been
founded on one entitled “ General Wonder in our Land.”?
O’Kelly’s rthyme runs thus :—

While Admiral Bridport lay at rest,
And Colpoys everywhere was peeping,

Admiral de Galle stole from Brest,
And thought to catch the Irish sleeping.

But a rare Admiral, General Gale,
Oh may the gods give him a blessing !
Appeared in time with crowded sail,
And gave to frog-eaters a dressing.

Y [bid., part iii, p. 70.
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Then here’s a health to General Gale,
And to Momonia’s friends another,

Oh may their union never fail
Invading foes to blast and smother.

Although the French had escaped so lightly in the
Bantry Bay expedition, British admirals had acquitted
themselves with honour from the beginning of the war.
In 1793 Hood burnt part of the Toulon fleet, but had to
evacuate the harbour through the skill of Napoleon
Bonaparte, then a young captain of artillery. Howe
struck a more decisive blow on “the glorious first of June,”
1794, when seven ships of the French fleet, commanded
by Villaret-Joyeuse, lowered their colours, six being taken
as prizes. The following year Admiral Hotham pre-
vented the enemy from retaking Corsica® and captured two
of their ships, while Lord Bridport defeated the Brest
fleet and secured three sail-of-the-line. On St. Valentine’s
Day, 1797, Jervis defeated the Spanish fleet, which was to
have formed a junction with those of France and Holland
for the purpose of taking over a large army to England.
The victory was a signal proof of the skill of the British
admiral, whose efforts were ably seconded by Nelson.
His armament consisted of fifteen sail-of-the-line against
the enemy’s twenty-five,

Not satisfied with the severe rebuffs which the French
navy had so recently experienced, and perhaps encouraged
by the fact that Austria, England’s last ally, had recently
signed a preliminary treaty of peace at Leoben,? thanks to
Bonaparte’s overwhelming victories, Truguet, the Minister

1 Corsica had become a British possession in 1793, but was evacuated in
October, 1796. The French immediately took possession of the island.
2 April 18th, 1797.
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of Marine, outlined in a letter to Hoche, dated 21st June,
1797, the chief features of a plan of campaign for another
attempt on Ireland. The Directory had decided to send
six thousand Republican soldiers to Holland under General
Humbert, who, it will be remembered, had taken part in
the Bantry Bay fiasco, to swell the Dutch force of fifteen
thousand men which had been held ready for some time
by General Daendels. The Batavian Government was so
anxious to throw herself against her former ally that it
even offered to guarantee the courage of the troops.!
Admiral de Winter’s squadron of sixteen sail-of-the-line
and twelve frigates then lying in the Texel was to take over
the twenty-one thousand troops thus concentrated and land
them in the north of Ireland. At the same time a fleet of
twelve men-of-war and several frigates was to leave Brest
with from six to eight thousand men, under the undaunted
Hoche, and make for the south or west coast. The
services of Wolfe Tone and Lewens were again requisi-
tioned, and the “peacemaker of La Vendée” set off for
the Hague to make final arrangements. Contrary to
Truguet’s instructions, he proposed to abandon his part in
the project and join the Dutch expedition. The proffered
help was refused, but Wolfe Tone managed to curry favour
and was accepted. Before the Dutch put to sea, Hoche,
after serving for a short time as French Minister of Marine
in succession to Truguet, was a dead man? Had De
Winter sailed during the early months of 1797, when the
mutiny of the sailors at the Nore and elsewhere 3 occupied
the attention of Great Britain, success might have been

! Desbriére, Vol. I, p. 258.
* Hoche died on September 19th, 1797.
8 April-June, 1797.
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his. The chance offered by the naval troubles in England
was unaccountably missed. De Winter still clung to
the Texel, although General Daendels urged upon him
the necessity for immediate action, even if he were com-
pelled to fight Duncan, the British admiral, who was
waiting for him to come out. He thought the Firth of
Forth favourable for landing, and after Edinburgh and
Glasgow had capitulated the troops would embark on
the ships, which by that time would have rounded the
north of Scotland, and sail for Ireland. With his dying
breath Hoche dissuaded Daendels from so grandiose a
plan of campaign, but it is significant that shortly before
the following letter had appeared in one of the official or
semi-official provocative pamphlets widely circulated in
Paris :—

“ Courageous Citizens,

“England is the richest country in the world—and
we give it up to you to be plundered. You shall march to
the capital of that haughty nation. You sh