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APPIAN’S ROMAN HISTORY

THE CIVIL WARS

BOOK IIl.—continued

1v

27. Axtony conceived the idea of bringing his cuar.
army from Macedonia to Italy; and being in want
of any other pretext for this step he asked the 2% *
Senate to let him exchange the province of ?ﬁﬁ%’ﬁhe
Macedonia for that of Cisalpine Gaul, which was ifiseydgg‘m“
under the command of Decimus Brutus Albinus. 1taly
He remembered that Caesar had marched from
the latter province when he overthrew Pompey
and he thought that he should appear to be
transferring his army to Gaul and not to Italy.
The Senate, which looked upon Cisalpine Gaul
as its own fortress, was angry, and now, for the
first time perceived the stratagem and repented
having given him Macedonia. The principal members
sent word privately to Decimus to keep a strong
hold on his province, and to raise additional troops
and money in case Antony should resort to violence,
so much did they fear and hate the Ilatter.
Antony then bethought him to ask the people,
instead of the Senate, for this province by a law
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THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK 111

in the same manner that Caesar had obtained it cHAP.
at a former time, and Dolabella had recently obtained 'V
Syria. In order to intimidate the Senate he
ordered his brother, Gaius, to bring his army across
the Adriatic to Brundusium.

28. Gaius proceeded to do as ordered. Meanwhile Growing
there had arrived the time for the games which I3

between
the aedile Critonius was about to exhibit, and Octavian

Octavian made preparations to display his father’s s
gilded throne and garland, which the Senate had
voted should be placed in front for him at all
games. When Critonius said that he could not
allow Caesar to be honoured in this way at games
given at his expense, Octavian brought him before
Antony as consul. Antony said he would refer
the matter to the Senate. Octavian was vexed
and said, “Refer it; I will place the throne there
as long as the decree is in force.” Antony became
angry and prohibited it. He prohibited it still more
unreasonably in the next games given by Octavian
himself, which had been instituted by his father
in honour of Venus Genetrix when he dedicated
a temple to her in a forum, together with the
forum itself. Then at last it became evident that
universal hatred of Antony was already growing
out of this affair, since he seemed to be moved
not so much by a feeling of rivalry toward the
younger Caesar as by an ungrateful purpose to insult
the memory of the elder one.

Octavian himself, with a crowd of people like
a body-guard, moved about among the plebeians
and those who had received benefits from his father,
or had served under him in war, stirring their
anger and beseeching them to pay no attention to

5
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THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK III

himself, though the victim of so many and so great cHAP.
outrages, and to ignore him, by his own request,
but to defend Caesar, their commander and bene-
factor, against the insults of Antony; to defend
themselves too, because they would never be secure
in what they had rececived from Caesar unless the
decrees passed in his honour should remain in full
force. He exclaimed against Antony everywhere
thoughout the city, leaping up on to any elevated
spot, saying, “O Antony, do not be angry with
Caesar on my account. Do not insult one who has
been the greatest benefactor to you. On me heap
indignities to your heart’s content. Cease plunder-
ing his property until the legacy to the citizens
is paid; then take all the rest. However poor I
may be, my father’s glory, if that remains, and the
distribution to the people, if you will allow it to be
made, will be all-sufficient for me.”

29. Henceforth there were open and repeated
outeries against Antony on all sides. The latter
indulged in more bitter threats against Octavian, and
when they became known the people were still
more incensed against him. The tribunes of The
Antony’s guard, who had served under the elder fipeny,
Caesar, and who were then in the highest favour intervene
with Antony, urged him to refrain from insult,
both on their account and on his own, as he
had served under Caesar and had obtained his
present good fortune at Caesar’s hands. Antony,
recognizing the truth of these words, and feeling a
sense of shame before those who uttered them
and needing some help from Octavian himself
with the people, to procure the exchange of
provinces, agreed with what they said and swore

7
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THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK I11

that what he had done had been quite contrary to CHAV
his intention, but that he changed his purpose
because the young man was inordinately puffed up,
being still a youth and showing no respect for his
elders and no honour for those in authority. Al-
though for his own benefit the young man still
needed reproof, yet in deference to their re-
monstrances he would restrain his anger and return

to his former disposition and intention, if Octavian,
also, would curb his presumption.

30. The tribunes were delighted with this reply Antony
and they brought Antony Qe viaH together, &::f;fne
who, after some mutual chiding, formed an alliance. Gaul with

Octavian's
The law concerning Cisalpine Gaul was proposed at help
once to the great dismay of the senators. They
intended, if Antony should first bring the law before
them, to reject it, and if he should bring it before
the popular assembly without consulting them, to
send the tribunes of the people to veto it. There
were some who advised that this province be made
free altogether, so much was it dreaded on account
of its nearness. Antony, on the other hand, accused
them of entrusting it to Decimus because he had
been one of Caesar’s murderers and of having no
confidence in himself because he had not joined
in killing the man who had subdued the province
and brought it to its knees!— throwing out these
insinuations openly against all of his opponents, as
persons who rejoiced over the assassination. When
the day for the comitia came the Senate expected
that the people would be summoned by centuries,
but the Antonians, who had enclosed the forum

1 There is some confusion here. Caesar did not subdue
Cisalpine Gaul.

9



CAP.
v

CAP.
v

APPIAN’'S ROMAN HISTORY

viGdpevol ThHY qbv?»e-rw ékdlovy, amo O'UVGI],LLa"OQ
Evbuiav. /au o 377;1077]9 7\ews‘, ayfouevos
76 Avtovie, o'vve"rrpaaa'ey o,ucos‘ S 'rov Kalcapa
épecTdra Tols mepLT) oww'/.oaow /caL 3eo,ueuov.
é0elTo 8¢ /.La)uo"ra puév, tva ;u) Aérpos dpyor pras'
Te eruaupov xal oTpaTids qupogbovoc dv Tod
waTpos, éml 8¢ TovTew xal és Xupw Av'ra)w,ou
curnAAarypévou. -rrpoaeSomt 8¢ dpa Ti kal alTos
avn)»nw,&eaem Tapa Am’wwov. 81a¢€apev7wv 3¢
xpn,uazn TGy 8r)uapxcov v Awmwau kal Kata-
mm'n-wv-rwv o vo,uoq exupoiiTo, kal o o"rpa'ros' "Av-
7"(1)1’)!4(‘1) et alrias ebmpemods #8n Tov 'Léwiov
émépa.

v

31. Taw 86 B*rmapxwv TLwos a'rro@a.vou-roq, e;
Ty vt  adTod xebporow'av o Kawap o-vve-
Tpacaey <I>)»a,uwoco- xal o 87]/.1.09 ow/.eevoq adTov
emﬁvyovvm TS upxns‘ dia 7o vewTepou TS
n?\zmas‘ od mapayyéhew, e'n'evoouv év Tals Xetpo-
Toviais 37),u.apxov dmogijra ToV Kaw'apa. 7 85
BovAy Tijs ava;a-ews‘ ed)@ouet /cal, eSeSou{eL, u
Snpapxwv 70vs‘ q’)oveaq Tol 7"an0§‘ em Tov SHuov
es‘ Sirny a'n'arywyoc' *AvTowds Te THS dpTe ouyKeL-
,uem;s' 7rpos‘ Tov Kawapa (,'bz?&caq vreptday, elTe és
xdpw Tis Bov\is 1 mwapyyopiav, axBopévms T

10



THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK III

with a rope during the night summoned them by
tribes according to a plan they had agreed upon.!
Although the plebeians were incensed against
Antony they nevertheless co-operated with him for
the sake of Octavian, who stood alongside the rope
and begged them to do so. He did this in order
that Decimus, who had been one of his father’s
murderers, might not have the government of so
convenient a province, and of the army belonging
to it, and, moreover, to gratify Antony, who was
now in league with him. He expected also to get
some assistance from Antony in return. The tribunes,
too, had been corrupted with money by Antony and
remained silent. So the law was passed and Antony
now with plausible reason began to bring his army
across the Adriatic.

v

31. One of the tribunes of the people having died
Octavian favoured the election of Flaminius as
his successor. The people thought that he was
ambitious of this office for himself, but that he
refrained from being a candidate because he was
under age, and accordingly, they proposed to cast
their votes for him for tribune. The Senate
begrudged him this increase of power, fearing lest,
as tribune, he should bring the murderers of his
father before the popular assembly for trial. Antony,
in disregard of his recent alliance with Octavian,
either to curry favour with the Senate, or to appease

1 The reading of all the codices is that Antony wanted the
votes to be taken by centuries and not by tribes, whereas
that plan would lxa\e defed.t;ed him, I‘dxtors accoxdmgly
transpose the words ‘‘ centuries’ and “‘tribes.”
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its dissatisfaction with the law respecting Cisalpine CHAP.
Gaul, or for private reasons, gave public notice, as Y
consul, that Octavian should not attempt anything
contrary to law; and that if he should do so he
(Antony) would use the full measure of his authority
against lim.  As this edict was an act of ingratitude
toward Octavian, and was insulting both to him
and to the people, the latter were extremely angry
and took stcps to defeat Antony’s wishes in the
election, so that he became alarmed and annulled
the comitia, saying that the remaining number of
tribunes was sufficient. Octavian, thus at last openly
attacked, sent numerous agents to the towns
colonized by his father to tell how he had been
treated and to learn the state of feeling in each.
He also sent certain persons in the guise of traders
into Antony’s camp to mingle with the soldiers,

to work upon the boldest of them, and secretly
distribute handbills among the rank and file.

392. While Octavian was doing this the military The
tribunes again sought an audience with Antony flg.}l’i“;‘e’
and addressed him thus: “We, O Antony, and intervene
the others who served with you under Caesar,
established his rule and continued to maintain it
from day to day as its faithful supporters. We know
how his murderers equally hate and conspire against
us and how the Senate favours them. But after
the people drove them out we took fresh courage
seeing that Caesar’s acts were not altogether
without friends, were not forgotten, were not
unappreciated. For our future security we put
our trust in you, the friend of Caesar, after him
the most experienced of all as a commander, our
present leader, and the one most fit to be such.

13
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Qur enemies are starting up afresh. They are cHaP.
forcibly seizing Syria and Macedonia and are raising Y
money and troops against us. The Senate is stirring

up Decimus Brutus against you. Yet you are
wasting your powers of mind in a disagreement
with the young Caesar. We naturally fear lest
there be added to the war, which has not yet broken
out but is imminent, dissensions among you, which
shall accomplish all that our enemies desire against
us. We beseech you to consider these things for
the sake of piety toward Caesar and care for us,
who have never given you cause for complaint, for
your own interest even more than ours; and, while
you still may, to assist Octavian at any rate so far—
for this will suffice—as to punish the murderers.
Then you will enjoy your power without anxiety and
will provide security for us, who are now apprehensive
both for ourselves and for you.”

33. To the tribunes who had thus spoken Antony Antony
made the following reply: ¢ What friendship and {g‘;‘ﬁiﬁ,,
zeal I had for Caesar while he lived, what dangers
I braved in his service, you, who have been my
fellow-soldiers and the sharers in those events, know
full well. What favours he showed me, what
honours he continually bestowed upon me, it does
not become me to say. The maurderers, too, were
acquainted with these facts. They conspired to
kill me with Caesar because they knew that if I
were living they could not compass their designs.
Whoever dissuaded them from that purpose did
so not from regard for my safety, but to preserve
the appearance of tyrannicide, so that they might
not seem to be killing a number of persons as
enemies, but only ome as a despot. Who, then,
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will believe that I have no care for Cacsar, who cmar
was my benefactor, that I prefer his enemies, and Y
that I willingly condone his murder at the hands

of those who conspired against me also, as the
young Caesar imagines? Whence came their
amnesty, whence their preferment? For he wishes

to charge these things upon me instead of the
Senate. Learn from me how they came about.

34. ¢ When Caesar was suddenly slain in the
senate-house fear fell upon me most of all by
reason of my friendship for him and my ignorance
of the facts, as I knew not yet the particulars of the
conspiracy nor against how many it was designed.
The people were terror-stricken. The murderers with
a body of gladiators took possession of the Capitol and
shut themselves up in it. The Senate was on their
side, just as it now is more openly, and was about
to vote rewards to them as tyrannicides. If Caesar
had been declared a tyrant then might we all have
perished as the friends of a tyrant. In the midst
of such confusion, anxiety, and fear, when it was
not the time either for any rash move, or for any
long hesitation,! you will find, if you examine, that
where courage was needed I was boldest and where
artifice was required I was most crafty. The first
thing to be done, because it embraced everything
clse, was to prevent the voting of rewards to the
conspirators. This I accomplished against the strong
opposition of the Senate and of the murderers,
with unfailing courage and in the face of danger,
because I then believed that we of Caesar’s party
could be safe only in case Caesar were not declared

1 So Keil, approved by Viereck. Others couple yvduns

with &mopfioar, and Nauck transposes yvéuns. It would then
mean ‘“When Imight well have been at a losswhat to decide.”
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a tyrant. DBut when I saw our enemies, and crap.
the Senate itself, plunged alike in fear (lest, if
Caesar were not decreed a tyrant, they themselves
should be convicted of murder), and making their
fight for this reason, I yielded and granted amnesty
instead of rewards to the murderers, in order to
gain what I wanted in exchange. What number
of things did I want and how important were they ?
That Caesar’s name, to me most dear, should not
be blotted out, that his property should not be
confiscated, that the adoption on whieh this young
man prides himself should not be annulled, that
the will should not be declared invalid, that his
body should have a royal funeral, that the immortal
honours previously decreed to him should be
fulfilled, that all his acts should be confirmed, and
that his son, and we his friends, both generals and
soldiers, should remain in perfect safety and enjoy
a life of honour instead of ignominy.

35. « Think you that I asked few or small things
from the Senate in exchange for the amnesty, or
that the Senate would have made these concessions
without the amnesty? If this exchange had been
made in all sincerity it would have been a fair
bargain actually to spare the murderers for the
sake of Caesar’s immortal glory and our complete
security, but in fact I did it not with that intention,
but in order to postpone the retribution. Accordingly,
as soon as I had obtained what I wanted from
the Senate, and the murderers, freed from anxiety,
were off their guard, I took fresh courage and
undermined the ammnesty, not by votes, not by
decrees (for that was impossible), but by working
on the people imperceptibly. I brought Caesar’s
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body into the forum under pretence of burial, I cuar.
laid bare his wounds, I showed the number of them V
and his clothing all bloody and slashed. In public
speech I dwelt on his bravery and his services to
the common people in pathetic terms, weeping for
him as slain but invoking him as god. These acts
and words of mine stirred up the people, kindled
a fire after the amnesty, sent them against the
houses of our enemies, and drove the murderers
from the city. How all this was done in the teeth
of and to the chagrin of the Senate was presently
shown, when they blamed me for exciting the people
and sent the murderers away to take command of
provinces, Brutus and Cassius to Syria and Macedonia,
which were provided with great armies, telling them
to hasten before the appointed time, under pretence
of looking after the corn supply. And now another
and still greater fear took possession of me (since I
had no military force of my own as yet), lest we
should be exposed without arms to the assaults of so
many armed men. I suspected my colleague also
because he was always at variance with me,and while
pretending to be in the conspiracy against Caesar
had proposed that the day of the murder should be
celebrated as the birthday of the republic.

36. “ While I was at a loss what to do, desiring to
disarm our enemies and to arm ourselves instead, I
put Amatius to death and recalled Sextus Pompeius
in order to entrap the Senate again and bring it
over to my side. But as even then I had no con-
fidence in it I persuaded Dolabella to ask for the
province of Syria, not from the Senate, but from the
people by a law, and I favoured his petition so that
he should become an enemy instead of a friend of
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the murderers, and so that the senators should be caar,
ashamed to refuse me Macedonia afterwards. Still, V
the Senate would not have assigned Macedonia to
me, even after Dolabella had been provided for, by
reason of the army belonging to it, if I had not
previously transferred the army to Dolabella, on
the ground that Syria and the Parthian war had
fallen to his lot. And again they would not have taken
Macedonia and Syria away from Brutus and Cassius
unless other provinces had been obtained for them
to ensure their safety. When it became necessary
to make them a recompense, look at the compensatoin
that was given to them—Cyrene and Crete, devoid of
troops, provinces which even our enemies despise as
not sufticient for their safety; and they are now
trying to seize by force those that were taken from
them. Thus in fact was the army transferred from
our enemies to Dolabella by artifice, by stratagem,
by exchange ; for when there was no way to gain
our end openly by arms we had necessarily to have
recourse to the laws.

37. « After these events our enemies had ra‘sed
another army and it became needful for me to have
the one in Macedonia; but I was in want of a pre-
text. A rumour gained currency that the Getae
were ravaging Macedonia. This was disbelieved,
and while messengers were sent to make inquiry I
brought forward the decree about the dictatorship,
providing that it should not be lawful to speak of
it, to vote for it, or to accept it if offered. The
senators were particularly taken with this proposal
and they gave me the army. Then for the first time
1 considered myself on an equality with my enemies,
not merely with the open ones, as Octavian thinks,
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but with the more numerous and powerful oneso
who still choose to remain secret. When I had
accomplished these plans there remained one of
the murderers on my flank, Decimus Brutus,
governing a conveniently placed province with a
large army ; whom I, knowing him to be bolder than
the rest, tried to deprive of Cisalpine Gaul, by
promising, in order to keep up appearances with the
Senate, to give him in exchange Macedonia, with-
out an army. The Senate was indignant, for it
now perceived the stratagem, and you know what
kind of letters, and how many, they are writing to
Decimus, and how they are inciting my successors in
the consulship. I decided, therefore, to take a
bolder course and ask the people for this province by
a law, instead of asking the Senate, and I brought
my army from Macedonia to Brundusium so that I
might use it in emergencies. And with the help of
the gods, we will use it as may be needful.

38. “ Thus have we changed from the great fear
that formerly beset us to a state of entire safety for
ourselves, where we can boldly face our foes. When
this change became known the multitude also let
their zeal against our enemies be known. You see
how the latter regret the decrees that have been
passed, and what a fight they are making to deprive me
of the Gallic province which has already been given
to me. You know what they write to Decimus and
how they are urging my successors in the consulship
to get the law relating to this province changed. But
with the help of our country’s gods, and with pious in-
tent, and by means of your valour, with which Caesar
also conquered, we will avenge him, devoting to that
purpose our powers both of body and of mind.
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“ While these events were in progress, fellow- crar.
soldiers, I preferred that they should not be talked Y
of ; now that they are accomplished I have laid them
before you, whom I shall make the sharers of my
deeds and my counsels in every particular hereafter.
Communicate to others, if there are any, who do not
see them in the same light—excepting only Octavian,
who behaves ungratefully towards us.” 1

VI

39. THesE words of Antony convinced the tribunes CHAP.

that in all he had done he had been moved by

bitter animosity towards the murderers and that he

had been scheming against the Senate. Neverthe-

less they urged him to come to an agreement with
Octavian ; and, proving successful, brought about a
reconciliation between them in the Capitol. But oOctavian
not long afterward Antony announced to his friends i’g,f:jf&gfg
that some of his bodyguard had been tampered toassassin:
with by Oectavian, who had formed a plot against ST
him. This he said either as a slander, or because

he believed it to be true, or because he had

heard of the emissaries of Octavian in his camp,

and turned the plot to checkmate his actions into

a plot against his life. When this story was noised

about there was a general tumult forthwith and

great indignation, for there were few who had
sufficient penetration to see that it was for the
interest of Octavian that Antony, even though he

was unjust to him, should live, because he (Antony)

1 Clearly this speech was composed by Appian and put in
the mouth of Anteny. It contains errors as to dates and as
to the order of events which Antony could not have made.
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was a terror to the murderers. If he were dead CHAP.
they would quite fearlessly dare anything, especially v

as they had the support of the Senate. The more
intelligent knew this, but the greater part, seeing
what Octavian suffered daily from the indignities and

the losses inflicted on him, considered the accusation

not incredible, yet held it to be impious and intoler-

able that a conspiracy should be formed against
Antony’s life while he was consul.

Octavian ran with mad fury even to those who held He denies
this opinion of him, exclaiming that it was Antony g2c"
who was conspiring aframst him to alienate from him
the friendship of the people, which was the only thing
left to him. He ran to Antony’s door and repeated
the same things, calling the gods to witness, taking
all kinds of oaths, and inviting Antony to a judicial
investigation.  As nobody came forward he said,
« I will accept your friends as judges.”” With these
words he attempted to enter the house. Being
prevented from doing so he again cried out and railed
at Antony and vented his wrath against the door-
keepers who prevented Antony being brought to
book. Then he went away and called the people
to. witness that if anything should happen to him
his death would be due to Antony’s plots. As
these words were spoken with deep feeling the
multitude underwent a change, and a kind of peni-
tence took the place of their former opinion. There
were some who still doubted, and hesitated to put
faith in either of them. Some accused them both
of making false pretences, believing that they had
come to an agreement in the temple, and that these
were plots devised against their enemies.  Still
others thought that this was a device of Antony to
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increase his body-guard or to alienate the colonies of crap.
veterans from Octavian. o

40. Presently news was brought to Octavian by Octavian
his secret emissaries that the army at Brundusium o%f2ins
and the colonized soldiers were incensed against Galatiaand
Antony for neglecting to avenge the murder of “*linum
Caesar, and that they would assist him (Octavian)
to do so if they could. For this reason Antony
departed to Brundusium. As Octavian feared lest
Antony, returning with the army, should catch him
unprotected, he went to Campania with money to
enlist the veterans who had been settled in those
towns by his father. He first brought over those of
Calatia and next those of Casilinum, two towns
situated on eitherside of Capua, giving 500 drachmas
to each man. He collected about 10,000 men, not
fully armed and not mustered in regular cohorts,
but serving merely as a body-guard under one
banner. The citizens of Rome were alarmed at the
approach of Antony with an army, and when they
learned that Octavian was advancing with another
some were doubly alarmed, while others were well
pleased, believing that they could make use of
Octavian against Antony. Still others, who had
seen them reconciled to each other in the Capitol,
considered these transactions a game of false pre-
tences by which Antony was to have the supreme
power and Octavian in return was to wreak vengeance
on the murderers.

41. In this time of consternation Cannutius, the The
tribune, an enemy of Antony, and hence friendly to {Fibune.
Octavian, went to meet the latter. Having learned sides with
his intentions Cannutius addressed the people, saying S;;&";é“’
that Octavian was advancing with real hostility to 4nteny
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Antony and that those who were afraid that Antony cHar.
was aiming at tyranny should side with Octavian as
they had no other army at present. After speaking
thus he brought in Octavian, who was encamped
before the city at the temple of Mars, fifteen stades
distant. When the latter arrived he proceeded to
the temple of Castor and Pollux, which his soldiers
surrounded carrying concealed daggers. Cannutius
addressed the people first, speaking against Antony.
Afterwards Octavian also reminded them of his
father and of what he had himself suffered at the
hands of Antony, on account of which he had
enlisted this army as a guard for himself. He Qctavian
declared himself the obedient servant of his country r::déi‘f,?s: »
in all things, and said that he was ready to confront 'ﬁ;’n‘;‘;gfyr‘mt
Antony in the present emergency.

42. After he had thus spoken and dismissed the
assembly, the soldiers, taking the opposite view
(that they had come to support the alliance of
Antony and Octavian or as a mere guard for the Caesars
latter and to punish the murderers), were vexed at W
the declaration of war against Antony, who had been fight
their general and was now consul. Some of them Antony
asked leave to return home in order to arm them-
selves, saying that they could not perform their duty
with other arms than their own. Others hinted at
the truth. As things had turned out contrary to
his expectation, Octavian was at a loss what to do.
Hoping, however, to retain them by persuasion
rather than by force he yielded to their requests,
and sent some of them to get their arms and others
simply to their homes. Concealing his disappoint-
ment he praised all the assembled multitude, gave
them fresh presents, and said that he would reward
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them still more generously, for he made use of them CHAR.
for emergencies rather as the friends of his father VI
than as soldiers. After he had spoken these words,

he influenced 1000 only from 10,000 to remain with
him, or perhaps 3000, for accounts differ as to the
number. The rest then took their departure, but
presently they remembered the toils of agriculture
and the gains of military service, the words of
Octavian, his compliance with their wishes, and the
favours they had received and hoped still to receive
from him. And so, as a fickle multitude would, they
repented, and seizing upon their former pretext for

the sake of appearances, they armed themselves and
went back to him. Octavian had already proceeded
with new supplies of money to Ravenna and the
neighbouring parts, continually enlisting new forces
and sending them all to Arretium.

VII

43. IN the meantime four of the five Macedonian CHAP.
legions had joined Antony at Brundusium. They ”
blamed him because he had not proceeded against among
the murderers of Caesar. They conducted him ;‘rgg;‘s‘y g
without applause to the platform, implying that they
required explanations on this subject first. Antony
was angry at their silence. He did not keep his
temper, but charged them with ingratitude in that
they had expressed no thanks for being transferred
from the Parthian expedition to Italy. He blamed
them because they had not arrested and delivered
to him the emissaries of a rash boy (for so he called
Octavian) who had been sent among them to stir up
discord. Those men he would find out himself, he
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said; but the army he would lead to the province cuar.
voted to him, the prosperous Gallic country, and
would give 100 drachmas to each man present.
They laughed at his parsimony, and when he
became angry they broke out in tumult and went
away. Antony rose and departed, saying, ¢ You
shall learn to obey orders.” Then he required Hepunishes
the military tribunes to bring before him the ®°®
seditious characters (for it is customary in Roman
armies to keep at all times a record of the character

of each man). From these he chose by lot a certain
number according to military law, and he put to
death not every tenth man, but a smaller number,
thinking that he would thus quickly strike terror

into them. But the others were turned to rage and
hatred instead of fear by this act.

44, In view of these facts the men whom Octavian oOctavian
had sent to tamper with the soldiers distributed the §eites.
greatest possible number of handbills throughout the in Antony's
camp, reflecting on Antony’s stinginess and cruelty,”™”
recalling the memory of the elder Caesar and urging
them to share the service of the younger and his
liberal gifts. Antony tried to find these emissaries
by means of rewards to informers and threats against
those who abetted them, but as he caught no one he
became angry, believing that the soldiers concealed
them. When the news camme of what Octavian was
doing among the colonized veterans and at Rome, he
became alarmed, and going before the army again he
said that he was sorry for what he had been com-
pelled by military discipline to do to a few instead of
the much larger number who were punishable by
law, and that they must know very well that Antony
was neither cruel nor stingy. ¢ Let us lay aside
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ill-will,” he continued, ‘and rest satisfied with these cmap.
faults and punishments. The 100 drachmas which !
I have ordered to be given you is not my donative,
for that would be unworthy of the fortune of Antony,
but a small dole to mark our first meeting rather than
a full reward ; but it is necessary to obey the laws of
our country, and of the army, in this affair as in
all others.” When he had thus spoken he did not
as yet add anything to the donative, that it might
not seem that as general he had yielded anything to
the army; but they, whether moved by penitence
or by fear, took what was given them. Antony,
however, being still angry at the outbreak, or from
some other suspicion, changed their tribunes, but
the rest of the army he treated well because he had
need of their services, and he sent them forward by
detachments along the sea-coast toward Ariminum.

45. Antony chose from the whole number a
praetorian cohort of the men who were best in body
and character and marched to Rome, intending to
push on thence toward Ariminum. He entered the
city in a haughty manner, leaving his squadron of
horse encamped outside the walls. But the troops
that accompanied him were girded as for war, and
they mounted guard over his house at night under
arms, and he gave them a countersign and relieved
them regularly, just as in a camp. He convoked the
Senate in order to make complaint of the acts of
Octavian, and just as he was entering it he learned Twoof:
that the so-called Martian legion, one of the four on jymeny °
the road, had gone over to Octavian. While he was desetito
waiting at the entrance cogitating over this news it S
was announced to him that another legion, called the
Fourth, had followed the example of the Martian
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and espoused the side of Octavian. Disconcerted as
he was he entered the senate-house, pretending that
he had convened them about other matters, said a
few words, and immediately departed to the city
gates, and thence to the town of Alba, in order
to persuade the deserters to come back to him.
They shot arrows at him from the walls, and he
retreated. To the other legions he forwarded 500
drachmas per man. With the soldiers he had with
him he marched to Tibur, taking the equipment
customary to those who are going to war; for war
was now certain, since Decimus Brutus had refused
to give up Cisalpine Gaul.

46. While Antony was at Tibur nearly all the
Senate, and the greater part of the knights, and the
most influential plebeians, came there to do him
honour. These persons, arriving while he was
swearing into his service the soldiers present and
also the discharged veterans who had flocked in (of
whom there was a goodly number), voluntarily joined
in taking the oath that they would not fail in friend-
ship and fidelity to Antony ; so that one would have
been at a loss to know who were the men who,
a little before, had decried Antony at Octavian’s
public meeting.

With this brilliant send-off Antony started for
Ariminum, which lies on the border of Cisalpine
Gaul. His army, exclusive of the new levies, con-
sisted of three legions summoned from Macedonia
(for the remainder had now arrived). There was also
one of discharged veterans, old men, who appeared
nevertheless to be worth twice as much as the new
levies. Thus Antony had four legions of well-
disciplined troops, and the helpers who usually
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accompanied them, besides his body-guard and the
new levies. Lepidus in Spain with four legions,
Asinius Pollio with two, and Plancus in Transalpine
Gaul with three, seemed likely to espouse the side
of Antony.

47. Octavian had two legions equally eflicient,
those which had deserted from Antony to him, also
one legion of new levies, and two of veterans, not
complete in numbers or in arms, but these also filled
up with new recruits. He brought them all to Alba
and there communicated with the Senate, which
congratulated him in such a way that now one would
have been at a loss to know who were those who
had lately ranged themselves with Antony ; but it
regretted that the legions had not come over to the
Senate itself instead of to him. It praised them and
Octavian nevertheless,and said that it would vote them
whatever was needful as soon as the new magistrates
should enter upon their duties. It was plain that
the Senate would use these forces against Antony ;
but having no army of its own anywhere, and being
unable to levy one without consuls, it adjourned all
business until the new consuls should come in.1

48, The soldiers of Octavian furnished him lictors
provided with fasces and urged him to assume the
title of propraetor, carrying on war and acting as
their leader, since they were always marshalled under
magistrates. He thanked them for the honour, but
referred the matter to the Senate. When they

1 The new consuls were Hirtius and Pansa. They had
been designated in advance by Caesar and succeeded to the
office by virtue of the decree of the Senate confirming all
Caesar’s acts.
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wanted to go before the Senate en masse he pre- caar.
vented them and would not even allow them to send Y!!
messengers, believing that the Senate would vote
these things to him voluntarily; “and all the
more,” he said, <if they know of your zeal and my
hesitation.”

They were reconciled to this course with difficulty.
The leading officers complained that he disdained
them, and he explained to them that the Senate was
moved not so much by good-will toward him as by
fear of Antony and the want of an army; “and that
will be the case,” he continued, “until we humble
Antony, and until the murderers, who are friends
and relatives of the senators, collect a military force
for them. Knowing these facts I falsely pretend
to be serving them. Let us not be the first to
expose this false pretence. If we usurp the office
they will accuse us of arrogance and violence,
whereas if we are modest they will probably give it
of their own accord, fearing lest I accept it from
you.” After he had thus spoken he witnessed some military
military exercises of the two legions that had deserted Jneuvres
from Antony, who ranged themselves opposite each Octavian's
other and gave a complete representation of a battle, ceions
except only the killing. Octavian was delighted
with the spectacle and was pleased to make this a
pretext for distributing 500 drachmas more to each
man, and he promised that in case of war he would
give them 5000 drachmas each if they were victorious.
Thus, by means of lavish gifts, did Octavian bind
these mercenaries to himself.
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VIII

49. Suct was the course of events in Italy. In CHAP.
Cisalpine Gaul Antony ordered Decimus Brutus to va
withdraw to Macedonia in obedience to the decree oms”
of the Roman people, and for his own safety. D Bratus
Decimus, in reply, sent him the letters that had draw from
been furnished him by the Senate, as much GoaPine
as to say that he cared no more for the com-
mand of the people than Antony did for that of
the Senate. Antony then fixed a day for his com-
pliance, after which he should treat him as an enemy.
Decimus advised him to fix a later day lest Antony
should too soon make himself an enemy to the Senate.
Although Antony could have easily overcome him,
as he was still in the open country, he decided to
proceed first against the cities. These opened their
gates to him. Deecimus, fearing that he for his part Decimus
should now be unable to enter any of them, fabricated it 4
letters from the Senate calling him to Rome with his Al‘)lnﬁony
army and retired towards Italy, admitted by all as they e
thought he was departing, until he arrived at the
wealthy city of Mutina.! Here he closed the gates
and possessed himself of the property of the inhabit-
ants for the support of his army. He slaughtered and
salted all the cattle he could find there in anticipa-
tion of a long siege, and awaited Antony. His army
consisted of a large number of gladiators and three
legions of infantry, one of which was composed of
new recruits as yet inexperienced. The other two
had served under him before and were entirely trust-
worthy. Antony advanced against him with fury,
and drew a line of circumvallation around Mutina.

1 The modern Modena.
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50. Decimus, then, was besieged : but at Rome, CHAP
at the beginning of the new year, the consuls, ¥
Hirtius and Pansa, convened the Senate on the
subject of Antony immediately after the sacrifices
had been performed and in the very temple. Cicero Cicero urges
and his friends urged that Antony be now declared s piony
a public enemy, since he had seized Cisalpine Gaul 2 public
with an armed force against the will of the Senate %
and made of it a point of attack on the republic,
and had brought into Italy an army given to him to
operate against the Thracians. They spoke also of
his seeking the supreme power as Caesar’s successor,
because he publicly surrounded himself in the city
with such a large body of armed centurions, and
converted his house into a fortress with arms and
countersigns, and had borne himself more haughtily
iu other respects than was befitting a yearly magis-
trate. Lucius Piso, who had charge of Antony’s
interest in his absence, a man among the most
illustrious in Rome, and others who sided with him
on his own account, or on Antony’s, or because of
their own opinion, contended that Antony ought to
have a trial, that it was not the custom of their
ancestors to condemn a man unheard, that it was
not decent to declare a man an enemy to-day who
was a consul yesterday, and especially one whom
Cicero himself as well as the rest had so often
lavishly praised. The Senate, which was about
equally divided in opinion, remained in session till
night. Early the next morning it reassembled to ihe brituie
consider the same question and then the party of; 1&:;;2535
Cicero was in the majority and Antony would have “;ia;;:‘:y
been voted a public enemy had not the tribune
Salvius adjourned the sitting to the following day ;
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for among the magistrates the one who has the veto CHAP

always prevails.

51. The Ciceronians heaped gross reproaches and
insults on Salvius for this, and hastening out tried to
excite the people against him and summoned him
to answer before them. He set forth to obey the
summons undismayed until he was restrained by

the Senate, which feared lest he should cause the Dubate in

people to change by recalling Antony to their memory;
for the senators well knew that they were condemn-
ing an illustrious man without a trial, and that the
people had given him this very Gallic province.
But since they feared for the safety of the murderers
they were angry with Antony because he had made
the first movement against them after the amnesty,
for which reason the Senate had previously called
in the help of Octavian against him. Although
Octavian knew this he desired nevertheless to take
the lead in humbling Antony. Such were the
reasons why the Senate was angry with Antony.
Although the vote on him was adjourned by the
command of the tribune, they passed a decree prais-
ing Decimus for not abandoning Cisalpine Gaul to
Antony, and directing Octavian to assist the consuls,
Hirtius and Pansa, with the army he now had.
They awarded him a gilded statue and the right to
declare his opinion among the consulars in the
Senate even now, and the right to stand for the
consulship itself ten years before the legal period,
and voted from the public treasury to the legions
that deserted from Antony to him the same amount
that he promised to give them if they should be
victorious.

After passing these decrees they adjourned, that

51

the Senate



APPIAN’'S ROMAN HISTORY

OAP. Tov ‘Avrovior épye Sua TOVSe el8évar moNéuiov
yrnduopévor kai Toy Sjpapyov és Tav émobaav
~ Y 5
000&y ére dyTepodvTar Avtwviov 8¢ % pijTnp Kai
7 yovy xal wals éTe petpdriov of Te dANot olkelo

\ /- Y e ~ ). ) \ ~ ~

kal pihot 80 SAns THs vukTos és Tas TAv SuvaTdv
a & 2 (3 / \ Prge. /7 b A\
olxias 8iéBeov ixerevovres xal peld Huépav és To
Bovhevtripior iovtas pvwyhovy, purToluevol Te
Tpd o8&V Ty olpwyn kai ohohvyals kal uelaivy
& \ ~ ’ ~
aTo\j mapa Odpais éxBodvTes. of 8¢ dmo Te THs
dwvijs kal THs \rews rat petaBolfs é TooolTov
» 4 14 A # 4 2] c
alpvidiov yevouévns éxdumTovro. Betaas § o
2
Kiwépwr éBoviyyspnaer 6de.
[\ ~ ’

52. “ A pév &8t ywdvar mwepl 'AvTwviov, éxles
éyvoper:  ols yap adrod Tols éxfpols ériuduev,
TovTows éyrndiopeda elvar moNéuov. Edhoviov S
TV pbvoy éumodwy ywouevov 3 TdvTwY €elvac ypi

’ ’ ~
guveTéTepoY 1) Pehiq TdSe mpdoaew 1) TAV éverTd-
Tov dpaldia. v T0 pév aloyioTér éoTw fHuty, €
8okouev dovverdTepor TdvTes évos eivai, TO 8¢

Y A ’ 3 7 ~ ~ ’
adTd Salovip, el GiNav TAY Kowdv mpoTLuGy
apalés & adrov éyovra Tédv Tapbvtwv e mio-
Tebew Dmdrors avl éavrod kal aTparTnyols xal
Snudpyots Tols cuvdpyovew adTd ral Tols dANots
BovhevTais, of Tocolle Tyv dfiwcilv Te xal Tov
b \ i ’ e ’ o / e \
apilBudv Svres Sud Te Hhiklav ral éumeiplay Dmwép
Tov Zdloviov, kataywoxoper ‘Avrwviov. &oTi
8 & 7e yewporoviars wal Sikais alel To mThéov
SukatoTepov. el 8¢ kal viv €Ty yphler Tas altias

52



THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK lI1

Antony might in fact know from the votes taken crar.
that he was declared a public enemy and that on the V!
following day the tribune would no longer inter-
pose his veto. The mother, the wife, and the son

of Antony (who was still a young man), and his
other relatives and friends went around the whole
night visiting the houses of influential men and
beseeching them. In the morning they put them-
selves in the way of those going to the senate-house,

fell at their feet with wailing and lamentation and

in mourning garments, crying out alongside the
doors. Some of the senators were moved by these
cries, this spectacle, this so sudden change of fortune.
Cicero, fearing the result, addressed the Senate as
follows :—

52. ¢« What decision ought to be reached concern- Cicero's
ing Antony we determined yesterday. When we speech
bestowed honours on his enemies we thereby voted
him an enemy. Salvius, who alone interrupted the
proceedings, must either have been wiser than all
the rest, or moved to do so by private friendship, or
by ignorance of present circumstances. It would be
most disgraceful to us, on the one hand, if all should
seem to know less than one, and to Salvius, on the
other hand, if he should prefer private friendship to
the public weal. If he is not well acquainted with
the present circumstances he ought to repose con-
fidence in the consuls, rather than himself, in the
praetors, in his fellow-tribunes, and the other
senators, so imposing in dignity and in numbers, so
much his superiors in age and experience, who con-
demn Antony. In our elections and in our jury
trials justice is ever on the side of the majority. If
it be needful still to acquaint him with the reasons
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for our action I will briefly recount the principal CHAP.
ones by way of reminder.

“ At Caesar’s death Antony possessed himself of
our money. Hav'ng been invested with the govern-
ment of Macedonia by us he seized upon that of
Cisalpine Gaul without our authority. Having re-
ceived an army to operate against the Thracians he
brought it into Italy against us instead. Each of
these powers he asked from us for his own secret
motives, and when they were refused he acted on
his own authority. At Brundusium he organized a
royal cohort for his own use and openly made men-
at-arms his private guards and night-watchmen,
serving under a countersign. The whole remainder
of the army he led from Brundusium to the city,
aiming by a shorter path at the same designs that
Caesar contemplated. Being anticipated by the
younger Caesar and his army he became alarmed
and turned his course to the Gallic province as a
convenient point of attack on us, because Caesar had
used it as his base when he made himself our
master.

53. “In order to intimidate the soldiers to do
every unlawful act he should order, he decimated
them although they had not revolted and had not
abandoned their watch or their ranks in time of
war, for which offences alone military law allows
such cruel punishment, which only a few generals
have visited upon their soldiers and with reluctance,
in cases of extreme peril, as a matter of necessity.
These citizens Antony put to death for a word or a
laugh; a death, moreover, of men not regularly
condemned but merely chosen by lot. For this
reason those who could do so revolted from him, and
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you yesterday voted them a donative as well-doers.
Those who could not desert joined him in wrong-
doing under the influence of fear, marched against
our province as enemies, and besieged our army and
our general, to whom you send letters directing him
to hold the province, while Antony now orders him to
evacuate it. Are we voting Antony an enemy, or is
he already making war against us? And these
things our tribune is still ignorant of, and will
remain so until Decimus is overthrown and this
great province on our border, together with the
army of Decimus, is added to the resources with
which Antony hopes to attack us. I suppose that
the tribune will vote Antony an enemy only as soon
as he becomes our master.”” !

54, While Cicero was yet speaking his friends
broke forth in such tumultuous applause that for a
long time nobody could be heard on the other side,
until finally Piso came forward, when the senators,
out of respect for him, became silent and even the
Ciceronians restrained themselves. Then Piso said:
“Qur law, Senators, requires that the accused shall
himself hear the charge preferred against him and
shall be judged after he has made his own defence;
and for the truth of this I appeal to Cicero, our greatest
orator. Since, however, he hesitates to accuse Antony
when present, but brings against him in his absence
certain charges which he considers of the greatest
gravity, and not open to doubt, I have come forward
to show, in the fewest words, that these charges are

- The fifth Philippic of Cicero was delivered in the Senats
on the first day of January, 43, and the sixth to a popular
assembly on the fourth day of the same month. They bear
only slight resemblance to this speech.
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false. He says that Antony converted the public caap.
money to his own use after Caesar’s dcath. The law Y1
declares such a person to be a thief, not a public
enemy, and limits his punishment accordingly.
After Brutus had killed Caesar he accused the latter
before the people of plundering the public money
and leaving the treasury empty. Soon afterward
Antony proposed a decree to investigate these
matters and you adopted and confirmed his motion
and promised a reward of one-tenth to informers,
which reward we will double if anybody will prove
that Antony had any part in the fraud.

55. “So much for the charge in reference to
money. We did not vote the governorship of
Cisalpine Gaul to Antony, but the people gave it to
him by a law, Cicero being present; just as other
provinces had often been given, and as this same
governorship had previously been given to Caesar.
It was a part of this law that, when Antony should
arrive at the province given to him, if Decimus
would not yield it Antony should declare war and
lead the army into the Gallic province against him,
instead of using it against the Thracians, who were
still quiet. But Cicero does not consider Decimus,
who is entrenching himself against the law, an
enemy, although he considers Antony an enemy who
is fighting on the side of the law. He who accuses
the law itself accuses the authors of the law, whom
he ought to change by persuasion, not to insult
after having himself agreed with them. He ought
not to entrust the province to Decimus, whom the
people drove out of the city on account of the
murder, while refusing to entrust to Antony what
the people gave to him. It is not the part of good
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counsellors to be at variance with the people, espe- crap.
cially in times of danger, or to forget that this very VI
power of deciding who are friends and who are
enemies formerly belonged to the people. Ac-
cording to the ancient laws the people are the sole
arbiters of peace and war. Heaven grant that they

may not be reminded of this, and consequently be
angry with us when they have found a leader.

56. “But it is said that Antony put certain
soldiers to death. Being commander-in-chiet he
was empowered to do so by you. No commander has
ever yet rendered an account of such matters. The
laws do not consider it expedient that the general
should be answerable to his soldiers. There is
nothing worse in an army than disobedience, on
account of which some soldiers have been put to
death even after a victory, and no one called to
account those who killed them. None of their
relatives complain now, but Cicero complains and
while accusing Antony of murder stigmatizes him as
a public enemy, instead of calling for the punishment
prescribed for murderers. The desertion of two of
his legions shows how insubordinate and arrogant
Antony’s army was—legions which you have voted
that he should command, and who deserted, in
violation of military law, not to you, but to Octavian.
Nevertheless Cicero praised them and yesterday
proposed that they be paid out of the public treasury.
Heaven grant that this example may not plague you
hereafter. Hatred has betrayed Cicero into incon-
sistency, for he accused Antony of aiming at supreme
power and yet punishing his soldiers, whereas such
conspirators are always lenient, not severe, toward
the men serving under them. As Cicero does not
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hesitate to arraign as tyrannical all the rest of cHAP.
Antony’s administration since Caesar’s death, come, Wi
let me examine his acts one by one.

57. “Whom has Antony put to death in a
tyrannical manner without trial—he who is now in
danger of being condemned himself without trial ?
Whom has he banished from the city? Whom has
he slandered in our presence? Or, if innocent to-
ward us individually, has he conspired against all of
us collectively? When, Cicero? Was it when he
carried through the Senate the act of amnesty for
the past? Was it when he abstained from prose-
cuting anybody for the murder? Was it when he
moved an investigation of the publicaccounts ? Wasit
when he proposed the recall of Sextus Pompeius the
son of your Pompeius, and payment for his father’s
confiscated property out of the public treasury?
Was it when he seized that conspirator, the false
Marius, and put him to death, and you all applauded,
and because you did so it was the only act of
Antony that Cicero did not calummniate? Was it
when he brought in a decree that nobody should
ever propose a dictatorship, or vote for it, and that
anybody disobeying the decree might be killed with
impunity by anyone who wished? These are the
public acts that Antony performed for us during two
months, the only months that he remained in the
city after Caesar’s death, the very time when the
people were pursuing the murderers and you were
apprehensive of the future. If he were a villain
what better opportunity could he have had?

“ But, you will say, the fact is quite the other way :
he was not in authority. What? Did he not
exercise the sole authority after Dolabella departed
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for Syma? Did he not keep an armed force that grnap
you gave him in readiness in the ecity? Did V!
he not patrol the city by night? Was he not
guarded at night against any conspiracy of his
enemies? Did he not have an excuse for this in the
murder of Caesar, his friend and benefactor, the man
most beloved by the common people? Did he not
have another of a personal kind in the fact that the
murderers conspired against his life also ? Yet none
of them did he kill or banish, but pardoned them
what he could in decency, and did not begrudge
them the governorships that were offered to them.
“You behold then, Romans, these very grave and in-
disputable charges of Cicero against Antony. 58. But
since in addition to charges, surmises are introduced
to the effect that Antony was about to lead an army
to the city, but became alarmed because Octavian
had anticipated him with another army, how does it
happen that, when the mere intention to do this
makes a man an enemy, the one who actually comes
and encamps alongside of us without emblems of
authority is not regarded by Cicero as an enemy?
What would have prevented Antony from coming if
he had wanted to? With 30,000 troops in line was
he afraid of Octavian’s 3000, half-armed, unorganized,
who had come together merely to gain his friend-
ship, and who left him as soon as they knew that he
had chosen them for war? If Antony was afraid to
come with 30,000 how did he dare to come with only
1000? With these what a crowd of us accompanied
him to Tibur! What a crowd of us voluntarily joined
the soldiers in taking the oath of fidelity to him!
What praises did Cicero lavish onr his acts and
virtues! If Antony himself contemplated any such
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thing [as invasion] why did he leave as pledges in cHaAp.
our hands his mother, his wife, and his grown up

son, who are even now at the door of the Senate-
house weeping and fearful, not on account of the
policy of Antony, but of the overwhelming power of

his enemies.

59. “These facts 1 have now brought before you
as proof of Antony’s defence and of Cicero’s fickle-
ness. I will add an exhortation to right-minded
men, not to do injustice to the people or to Antony,
not to expose the public interests to new enmities
and dangers while the commonwealth is sick and
in want of timely defenders, but to establish a
sufficient force in the city before breeding dis-
order outside, to provide against attacks from every
quarter, and to come to such decisions as you please
when you are able to carry them into effect. How
shall these ends be accomplished? By allowing
Antony, as a matter of policy, or for the sake of
the people, to have Cisalpine Gaul. Call Decimus
thence with his three legions, and when he comes
send him to Macedonia, retaining his legijons here.
If the two legions that deserted from Antony
deserted to us, as Cicero says, let us summon them
also from Octavian to the city. Thus with five
legions sustaining us we might pass such decrees
as we think best with entire confidence, depending
on the favour of no man.

60. «“I have addressed these words to men who
listen to me without malice or the spirit of conten-
tion. Those who would excite you heedlessly and
inconsiderately on account of private enmity and
private strife I exhort not to come to hasty and rash
decisions against the most important personages,
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who command strong armies, and not to force them crap.
into war against their will. Remember Marcius VU
Coriolanus. Recall the recent doings of Caesar,
whom we rashly voted an enemy while he was in like
manner leading an army and offering us the fairest
terms of peace, whereby we forced him to be an
enemy in deed. Have regard for the people who
were lately pursuing Caesar’s murderers, lest we
seem to insult them by giving those murderers the
governorship of provinces, by praising Decimus for
nullifying the people’s law, and by voting Antony an
enemy because he accepted the Gallic province trom
the people. For which reasons the well-wishers of
the country ought to take thought for the erring,
and the consuls and tribunes ought to multiply their
activities ! in view of the public dangers.”

61. Thus did Piso defend Antony, reproaching his
enemies and alarming them. He was evidently the
cause of their not voting Antony an enemy. Never-
theless, he did not succeed in securing for him the
governorship of the Gallic province. The friends
and relatives of the murderers prevented it, fearing
lest, at the end of the war, Antony should join
Octavian in avenging the murder, for which reason
they meant to keep Octavian and Antony always at
variance with each other. They voted to offer
Antony Macedonia instead of the Gallic province,
and they ordered, either heedlessly or designedly, tne senate
that the other commands of the Senate be reduced grders

w4 R N ntony to

to writing by Cicero and delivered to the ambassadors. desist from
Cicero altered the decree and wrote as follows : Hhgsicee
“ Antony must raise the siege of Mutina forthwith,

! The text is probably corrupt. Compare perhaps the
French se multiplier : *“ to be a host in oneself.”
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relinquish Cisalpine Gaul to Decimus, withdraw to
the hither side of the river Rubicon (which forms
the boundary between Italy and the province) before
a specified day, and submit himself in all things
to the Senate.” Thus provokingly and falsely did
Cicero write the orders of the Senate, not by reason
of an underlying hostility, as it seems, but at the in-
stigation of some evil spirit that was goading the
republic to revolution and meditating destruction to
Cicero himself.! The remains of Trebonius having
been lately brought home and the indignities visited
upon him more carefully inquired into, the Senate
with little opposition declared Dolabella a public
enemy.

62. The ambassadors who nad been sent to
Antony, ashamed of the extraordinary character
of the orders, said nothing, but simply delivered
them to him. Antony in his wrath indulged in many
invectives against the Senate and Cicero. “He was
astonished,” he said, “that they should consider
Caesar (the man who had contributed most to the
Roman sway) a tyrant and a king, and did not so
consider Cicero, whom Caesar had captured in war
and whose life he had spared, while Cicero in return
now prefers Caesar’s assassins to his friends. He
hated Decimus as long as the latter was the friend
of Caesar, but loves him now that he has become his
murderer. He favours a man who took the province
of Gaul after Caesar’s death without authority, and
makes war on one who received it at the hands of

1 The statement that Cicero falsified the message of the
Senate to Antony is untrue. Cicero was vehemently opposed
to sending ambassadors to Antony, and in favour of an

immediate declaration of war and the levying of troops
against him.
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the people. He givesrewards to those who deserted caap
from the legions voted to me, and none to those who V!
remain faithful, thus impairing military discipline
not more to my disadvantage than to that of the
state. He has given amnesty to the murderers, to
which I have assented on account of two men who
deserve respect. He holds Dolabella and myself as
enemies because we keep what was given to us.
That is the real reason. And if I but withdraw
from Gaul, then I am neither enemy nor autocrat!
I declare that I will bring to naught the amnesty
with which they are not satisfied.”

63. After saying much more to the same purpose
Antony wrote his reply to the decree, saying that he
would obey the Senate in all respects as the voice of
his country, but to Cicero, who wrote the orders,
he made the following answer: ¢ The people
gave me the province of Gaul by a law, and I shall
prosecute Decimus for not obeying the law, and
I shall visit with punishment for the murder him
alone, as representative of them all, in order that the
Senate, which now participates in the wickedness
by reason of Cicero’s support of Decimus, may at
last be purged of such pollution.” These words
Antony spoke and wrote in reply.! The Senate The Senate
immediately voted him an enemy and also the army :‘;’ﬁiﬁé’“
under him, if it should not abandon him. The enemy
government of Macedonia and Illyria, with the troops
still remaining in both, was assigned to Marcus e
Brutus until the republic should be re-established. E?fm;(;nd
The latter already had an army of his own and had 3yria te
received some troops from Apuleius. He also had

1 Antony’s reply is quoted by Cicero with a running
comment in the eighth Philippic (8-9.)
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war-ships and ships of burden and about 16,000 cHAp.
talents in money, and quantities of arms which he WL
found in Demetrias, where they had been placed by
Gaius Caesar long before, all of which the Senate
now voted that he should use for the advantage of
the republic. They voted that Cassius should be
governor of Syria and that he should make war
against Dolabella, and that all other commanders of
Roman provinces and soldiers between the Adriatie

sea and the Orient should obey the orders of Cassius

and Brutus in all things.

X

64. Thus quickly did the Senate seize the oppor- cuap.
tunity to put the affairs of Cassius and his party ina !X
brilliant aspect. When Octavian learned what had octavian
been done he was troubled. He had considered the {j2med by
amnesty in the light of an act of humanity and of of the

¥ ; Senate
pity for the relatives and compeers of these men,
and that the very small commands had been given
them for their safety merely; finally, the confirming
of the Gallic province to Decimus seemed to him to
have been done by reason of the Senate’s difference
with Antony respecting the supreme power, on
which ground also they were inciting him against
Antony. But the voting of Dolabella an enemy
because he had put one of the murderers to death,
the changing of the commands of Brutus and Cas-
sius to the largest provinces, the granting of
great armies and large sums of money to them
and putting them in command of all the governors
beyond the Adriatic sea—all pointed plainly to the
building up of the party of Pompey and the pulling
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down of that of Caesar. He bethought himself of CHAP.
their artifice in treating him as a young man, in
providing him a statue and a front seat, and giving
him the title of propraetor, when in fact they were
taking from him what army he did have, for a pro-
praetor has no authority when consuls are serving
with him. Then the rewards voted only to those
of his soldiers who had deserted from Antony to him
were an indignity to those who had enlisted under
him. Finally the war would be nothing but a dis-
grace to him, for the Senate would simply make use
of him against Antony till the latter was crushed.

65. Meditating thus to himself he performed the
sacrifices appertaining to the command assigned to
him, and said to his army : “I owe these honours of
mine to you, fellow-soldiers, not now merely but from
the time when you gave me the command ; for the
Senate conferred them upon me on account of you.
Know, therefore, that my gratitude will be due to
you for these things, and that it will be expressed to
you abundantly if the gods grant success to our
undertakings.”

In this way he conciliated the soldiers and attached
them to himself. In the meantime, Pansa, one of
the consuls, was collecting recruits throughout Italy,
and the other one, Hirtius, shared the command of
the forces with Octavian, and as he was secretly
ordered te do it by the Senate he demanded as
his share the two legions that had deserted from
Antony, knowing that they were the most reliable
in the army. Octavian yielded to him in everything
and they shared with each other and went into
winter quarters together. As winter advanced
Decimus began to suffer from hunger, and Hirtius

77



APPIAN’S ROMAN HISTORY

CAP. Ipﬂoq 8¢ xal Kawap és T Mounmyv exwpovv,
un kduvovra Tov Aéruov erpa'Tov o ’Avrdvios
wapa?\uBOL. afch,ng 0¢ Tiis Mov'rwm qu?»aaa'o-
pévys u77070v > Avrwviov, 'n-avau& pev ov o-vve7r)»e-
KovTo alT® Havo-av wepzyevovreq, mr'n-o,uaXLaL
& naav Wuxvat, TOND 1€y 'rr)\ebovg imméas Exovros
AI’TUJULOU‘ Tob medlov 8¢ 7 3va'xepeta, 3m
Xet,uappovg e/CTE'racl)peu,uevov, T TAeoveElay To
7A0os a7reo"repet.

66. Kal 'Tu3e ey o)v a/,c:jn ™ Mounw;, TQ 3 év
Pw;m TOV UmdTwy ol 'mxpov'rwu 0 Kucepwv nyev
Umo Snporomiast kal cuveyels noav éxkhyoiac,
6mAa Te ec’p'ydé‘eq—o o-vvawytbv 701‘19 Snpeovpyovs
a;ucr&l, Kal Xpn,uwra avveheye ral Bapv'rwmq
equopaS‘ Tots AvTwviov ¢L7&om émetifet. OL o¢
€TOL/L0)S‘ éoépepor ex\uo,u,evm T SLaBoM)V, péypt
IlodmAcos OUGV'TL8LOS‘, eo"rpaTev,ueVoc T€ PaLru
Kaioapt kal *Avtovip ¢L7\,Os cuv, ov/c Wveyre Ty
BapityTa Tod T(mepwvos-, ax\ é tas Kaloapos
amowrias éxdpauor ds qropipos dvo & Tov
*AvTdviov aveoTpdTevae TENy xal és Ty Pouny
agvMaBety Kiképwva melyeto.  ToTe pév &y
0opvBés Te 7y dmeTos, xal Téxva kal yuvaikas
vmekédepov ol mhelovs peta SvoelmigTias, Kal o
Kucépmv TS wé?\ewc zlweBL’Bpamce. kal o
Ovevtidios pabov es‘ Tov "Avraviov aveo-7pe¢e
BLa/cXGw/Levog 8¢ vmo I\amapos‘ Te xal Ipriov és
Ty Menitida mapijide rai Téros dANo GUA-
Novyicas édiidpeve Tols éoopévors.

78



THE CIVIL. WARS, BOOK 111

and Octavian advanced towards Mutina lest Antony cHAP.
should receive in surrender Decimus’ army which was e

R . ctavian
now weak with famine; but as Mutina was closely Hirtius and
hemmed in by Antony, they did not venture to come ,lz,it;if, .
to close quarters with him at once, but waited for hgrelief
Pansa. There were frequent cavalry engagements, as
Antony had a much larger force of horse, but the
difficulty of the ground, which was cut up by
torrents, deprived him of the advantage of numbers.

66. Such was the course of events round Mutina. ctivity
At Rome, in the absence of the consuls, Cicero took if Gicere
the lead by public speaking. He held frequent
assemblies, procured arms by inducing the armourers
to work without pay, collected money, and exacted
Leavy contributions from the Antonians. These
paid without complaining in order to avoid calumny,
until Publius Ventidius, who had served under Gaius
Caesar and who was a friend of Antony, unable to
endure the exactions of Cicero, betook himself to
Caesar’s colonies, where he was well known, and
brought over two legions to Antony and hastened to
Rome to seize Cicero. The -consternation was
extreme. They removed most of the women and
children in a panic, and Cicero himself fled from the
city. When Ventidius learned this he turned his
course towards Antony, but being intercepted by
Octavian and Hirtius, he proceeded to Picenum,
where he recruited another legion and waited to see
what would happen.!

I This tale, in so far as it relates to Cicero, must be
entirely fictitious, since nothing of the kind is mentioned in
the Philippics, although Ventidius is mentioned twice after
his supposed march upon Rome to arrest Cicero.
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When Pansa was drawing near with his army, cHAP.
Octavian and Hirtius sent Carsuleius to him with %
Octavian’s praetorian cohort and the Martian legion
to assist him in passing through the defile. Antony
had disdained to occupy the defile as it served no
other purpose than to hinder the enemy ; but, eager
to fight, and having no chance to win distinction
with his cavalry, because the ground was marshy and
cut by ditches, he placed his two best legions in
ambush in the marsh, where they were concealed by
the reeds and where the road, which had been
thrown up artificially, was narrow.

67. Carsuleius and Pansa hurried through the pattio
defile by night. At daybreak, with only the Martxan Kif:ffg" and
legion and ﬁve other cohorts, they entered upon the the consul
hlgh road above mentioned, which was still free from ~
enemies, and looked over the marsh on either side.
There was a suspicious agitation of the rushes, then
a gleam here and there of shield and helmet, and
Antony’s praetorian cohort suddenly shewed itself
directly in their front. The Martian legion, sur-
rounded on all sides and having no way to escape,
ordered the new levies, if they came up, not to join in
the fight lest they should cause confusion by their in-
experience. The praetorians of Octavian confronted
the praetorians of Antony. The other troops divided
themselves in two parts and advanced into the marsh
on either side, the one commanded by Pansa and the
other by Carsuleius. Thus there were two battles in
two marshes, and neither division could see the other
by reason of the elevated road, while along the road
itself the praetorian cohorts fought another battle of
their own. The Antonians were determined to

81



APPIAN’'S ROMAN HISTORY

OAP. *Apeiovs a;.wvao-ﬁat Tis adTopolias ola 'n'poSO'rag
opdv yevouévovs, Tois & ‘Apelots éxelvovs Tijs
vmepoyrias  Tédv év Bpevreoie OSicpBapuévor.

\ -
TUVELSOTES TE ANNAOIS TO KPATLOTOV ®S €1 Tis
4 ~ ~ ~
éxatépov oTpaTias, HAmlov év TESe T Epyw
1OV TOV TONEUOY KpLvely.  Kkal Tols pev aldms By
\ & /‘ 5 3 (4143 L ~ ~ \
T0 OV0 Téheawy olow O évos fooaclat, Tols O¢
7’ ’ ~ L ~
dihoTiuta povors Tédv 8o kpaTijoat.
o \ 3 7 e ,
68. OvTw pev arMjhots émpecarv Siwpyiopmévot
A / ’ ~ A ~
Te Kal GuhoTipovpevot, adict ua\Nov 1) Tols oTpa-
~ ~ "
Tyols olkelov sryovmevor T8e Epyov: Imo e
3y ’ S b 7 € 3 > &
éumetplas oUte NAdrafar s ovx ékmAnEovres
3 7 b 3 ~ ’ 3 ~ 3 ~
alAnhovs, oUTE €V TH TOVE TIS AUTOY ddijke
bwvny olTe VKDY oUTE 7NCOWUEVOS.  TEPLOOOUS
3
8¢ odk éyovtes ovite Spopovs ws év Eleot xal
’ 7 A\ ’
Tdppots, ApapoTws cUVICTAVTO, Kal OUSETEPOL TOVS
~ 14
érépovs doaclar dvvduevor Tols Eidpeocw ds év
4 ’ % 3 ’ A 3 !
maAy cvvemhékovro. TwANYI) Te ovdeula By apyds,
/ A ’ ’
aX\a TpalpaTta kal $povol kal gTovor wovov avti
~ 124 ’ 3 \ 4 /4 \
Bons* 8 Te wimTwy €0dvs vmefepépeTo, kal alNos
avtikalictaTo. Tapacvésewy O¢ 1) émikeNedaewy
’ ’ ~
obx édéovTo, OF éumeiptay EcacTos éavTod oTpaTy-
~ A ~ ~
y@v. G7e 8¢ kal kduotev, Gomep v TOlS YUUVIKOLS
3 3 \ 3 » b 14 4 1 3
és avamvony SNlyov dANjAwY SlaTavto xal adbis
’ 5 =
cvvemhérovro. Bapfos Te Ny Tols veRAVGLY émen-
~ !’ b4 A) > ’ A\ ~ ’
Gouw,’ TOL(Z:SE épya oVv edtafla ral cLwTh euyvo-
peva épopdot.

69. Iovovuébvor 6¢ @de mdartwy Vmép ¢bow
av@pwmivyy, 9 pev arpatnyis 1) Kaloapos dmaca
Y4 ~ Pt " 4 A\ L4 b ~ B
SuedpOdpn, Tév 8¢ Apetwy oi pev vmo 1é Kapaov-

82



THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK 111

punish the Martians for desertion as being traitors to ciar.
X

themselves. The Martians were equally determined
to punish the Antonians for condoning the slaughter
of their comrades at Brundusium. Recognizing in
each other the flower of either army, they hoped to
decide the whole war by this single engagement.
The one side was moved by shame lest its two legions
should be beaten by one; the other by ambition
that its single legion should overcome the two.

68. Thus urged on by animosity and ambition
they assailed each other, considering this their own
affair rather than that of their generals. Being
veterans they raised no battle-cry, since they could
not expect to terrify each other, nor in the engage-
ment did they utter a sound, either as victors or
sanquished. As there could be neither flanking nor
charging amid marshes and ditches, they met together
in close order, and since neither could dislodge the
other they locked together with their swords as in a
wrestling match. No blow missed its mark. There
were wounds and slaughter but no cries, only groans;
and when one fell he was instantly borne away and
another took his place. They needed neither
admonition nor encouragement, since experience
made each one his own general. When they were
overcome by fatigue they drew apart from each
other for a brief space to take breath, as in gymnastic
games, and then rushed again to the encounter.
Amazement took possession of the new levies who
had come up, as they belield such deeds done with
such precision and in such silence.

69. All put forth superhuman exertions, and the
praetorians of Octavian perished to the last man.
Those of the Martians who were under Carsuleius
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got the better of those opposed to them, who gave crar.
way, not in disgraceful rout, but little by little. ¥
Those under Pansa were likewise in difficulties, but

they held out with equal bravery on both sides until

Pansa was wounded in the side by a javelin and Pansais
carried off the field to Bononia. Then his soldiers Jofnded
retired, at first step by step, but afterwards they men retire
turned and hurried as if in flight. When the new 2‘;,},‘},”
levies saw this they fled in disorder, and with loud

cries, to their camp, which the quaestor, Torquatus,

had put in readiness for them while the battle was

in progress, apprehending that it might be needed.

The new levies crowded into it confusedly although

they were Italians, as well as the Martians; so
much more does training contribute to bravery than

race; but the Martians for fear of shame did unot
enter into the camp, but ranged themselves near it.
Although fatigued they were still furious and ready

to fight to the bitter end if anybody should attack
them. Antony refrained from attacking the Martians

as being a troublesome business, but he fell upon the

new levies and made a great slaughter.

70. When Hirtius, near Mutina, heard of this fight, mirtius
at a distance of sixty stades, he hurried thither ¢mesto
with the other legion that had deserted from aud defeats
Antony. It was-already evening and the victorious A"*°2Y
Antonians were returning singing hymns of triumph.

While they were in loose order Hirtius made his
appearance in perfect order with his legion complete
and fresh. The Antonians got themselves in line
under compulsiorr, and performed against this foe
also many splendid deeds of valour; but being
wearied by their recent exertions they were over-
come by the fresh army opposed to them, and the
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greater part of them were slain in this encounter caar.
by Hirtius, although the latter did not pursue, being X
apprehensive of the marshy ground. As darkness
was coming on he allowed them to escape. A wide
stretch of the marsh was filled with arms, corpses,
wounded men, and half-dead men, and some even
who were unhurt mistrusted their strength by reason

of their fatigue. Antony’s cavalry, as many as he
had with him, went to their assistance and collected
them through the entire night. Some they put on
horseback in their own places, others they took on
the horses with themselves, still others they urged

to take hold of the horses’ tails and run along with
them and so secure their safety. Thus were Antony’s
forces, after he had fought splendidly, destroyed by
the coming of Hirtius. He encamped without en-
trenchments in a village near the plain, named Forum
Gallorum. Antony and Pansa each lost about one-
half of their men. The whole of Octavian’s praetorian
cohort perished. The loss of Hirtius was slight.

X

71. Tue next day they all withdrew to the camps cmap.
at Mutina. After so severe a disaster Antony X
decided not to come to a general engagement with OCpn
his enemies at present, not even if they should el cat I
attack him, but merely to harass them daily with Mutimy
his cavalry until Decimus, who was reduced to
extremity by famine, should surrender. For this
very reason Hirtius and Octavian decided to push
on a fight. As Antony would not come out when

they offered battle, they moved toward the other
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side of Mutina where it was less closely besieged CHAP.

on account of the badness of the ground, as if about
to force their way into the town with their strong
army. Antony hung upon their movement with his
cavalry and this time also with those alone. But as
the enemy, too, fought him with their cavalry only,
the rest of their army moving to effect their pur-
poses, Antony, lest he should lose Mutina, drew
out of his entrenchments two legions. Then his
enemies, rejoicing at this, turned and delivered
battle. Antony ordered up other legions from other
camps, but as they came slowly, by reason of the
suddenness of the call or the long distance, the army
of Octavian won the victory. Hirtius even broke
into Antony’s camp, where he was killed, fighting
near the general’'s tent. Octavian rushed in and
carried off his body and possessed himself of the
camp. A little later he was driven out by Antony.
Both sides passed the night also under arms.

72. When Antony had suffered this second defeat,
he took counsel with his friends directly after the
battle. They advised him to adhere to his first
resolution, to continue the siege of Mutina and
not to go out and fight, saying that the losses had
been about equal on both sides, Hirtius having
been killed and Pansa wounded ; they said that he
was superior in cavalry and that Mutina was reduced
to extremity by famine and must succumb. Such
was the advice of his friends, and it was truly for
the best. But Antony, already under some divine
infatuation, was fearful lest Octavian should make
another attempt to break into Mutina like that
of yesterday, or even try to enclose him, as
Octavian had the greater force to work with,
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“in which case,” said he, “our cavalry will be cHar.

useless and Lepidus and Plancus will despise me X

as a vanquished man. If we withdraw from Mutina,

Ventidius will presently join us with three legions

from Picenum, and Lepidus and Plancus will be

emboldened to ally themselves with him.” So he

spake, although he was not a timid man in the

presence of danger; and breaking camp forthwith Antony

he made his way toward the Alps. Eﬁjiﬁ;_\
73. When Decimus was delivered from the siege

he began to be afraid of Octavian, whom, after the

removal of the two consuls, he feared as an enemy.

So he broke down the bridge over the river before Decimus

daybreak and sent certain persons to Octavian in jecksen

a boat, as if to return thanks for rescuing him, and gcigvian

asked that Octavian would come to the opposite

bank of the river to hold a conversation with him

in the presence of the citizens as witnesses, because

he could convince Octavian, he said, that an evil

spirit had deceived him and that he had been led into

the conspiracy against Caesar by others. Octavian

answered the messengers in a tone of anger,

declining the thanks that Decimus gave him, saying:

“I am here not to rescue Decimus, but to fight

Antony, with whom I may properly come to terms

some time, but nature forbids that I should even

look at Decimus or hold any conversation with him.

Let him have safety, however, as long as the

authorities at Rome please.”” When Decimus heard

this he stood on the river bank and, calling Octavian

by name, read with a loud voice the letters of the

Senate giving him command of the Gallic province,and

forbade Octavian to cross the river without consular

authority into the government belonging to another,
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and not to follow Antony further, for that he himself cu};{u’.

would be quite capable of pursuing him. Octavian
knew that he was prompted to this audacious course
by the Senate, and although able to seize him by
giving an order, he spared him for the present and
withdrew to Pansa at Bononia, where he wrote a
full report to the Senate, and Pansa did likewise.

74. In Rome Cicero read to the people the report
of the consul, and to the Senate alone that ot
Octavian. For the victory over Antony, he caused
them to vote a thanksgiving of fifty days,—a longer
festivity than the Romans had ever decreed even
after the Gallic or any other war. He induced them
to give the army of the consuls to Decimus, although
Pansa was still alive (for his life was now despaired
of), and to appoint Decimus the sole commander
against Antony. Public prayers were offered that
Decimus might prevail over him. Such was Cicero’s
passion and want of decorum in reference to Antony.
He confirmed again, to the two legions that had
deserted from Antony, the 5000 drachmas per man
previously promised to them as the rewards of
victory, as though they had already conquered, and
gave them the perpetual right to wear the olive
crown at the public festivals. There was nothing
about Octavian in the decrees, and his name was not
even mentioned. He was forthwith disregarded
as though Antony were already destroyed. They
wrote to Lepidus, to Plancus, and to Asinius Pollio
to continue the campaign so as to come to close
quarters with Antony.

75. Such was the course of events at Rome. In
the meantime Pansa was dying of his wound, and he
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summoned Octavian to his side, and said :1 “1 loved CHAP.
your father as I did myself, yet I could not avenge
his death, nor could I fail to unite with the maJ011ty,
whom you have also done well to obey, although
you have an army. At first they feared you and
Antony, and especially Antony, as he also seemed
to be most ambitious to continue the policy of
Caesar, and they were delighted with your dissen-
sions, thinking that you would mutually destroy
each other. When they saw you the master of an
army, they complimented you as a young man with
specious and inexpensive honours. When they saw
that you were more proud and self-restrained in
respect of honours than they had supposed, and
especially when you declined the magistracy that
your army offered you, they were alarmed and they
appointed you to the command with us in order that
we might draw your two experienced legions away
from you, hoping that when one of you was van-
quished the other would be weakened and isolated,
and so the whole of Caesar’s party would be effaced
and that of Pompey be restored to power. This is
their chief aim.

76. “« Hirtius and I did what we were ordered to
do, until we could humble Antony, who was much
too arrogant; but we intended when he was van-
quished to bring him into alliance with you and thus
to pay the debt of gratitude we owed to Caesar’s
friendship, the only payment that could be service-
able to Caesar’s party hereafter. It was not possible
to communicate this to you before, but now that
Antony is vanquished and Hirtius dead, and I am

1 This interview is probably an invention of the Augustan
age,
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about to pay the debt of nature, the time for speak- cHAP.
ing has come, not that you may be grateful to me X
after my death, but that yon, born to a happy
destiny, as your deeds proclaim, may know what

is for your own interest, and know that the course
taken by Hirtius and myself was a matter of
necessity. The army that you yourself gave to us
should most properly be given back to you, and I

do give it. If you can take and hold the new levies,

I will give you those also. If they are too much in
awe of the Senate (for their officers were sent to act

as spies upon us), and if the task would be an in-
vidious one, and would create trouble for you prema-
turely, the quaestor Torquatus will take command

of them,” After speaking thus he formally trans-
ferred the new levies to the quaestor and expired.
The quaestor transferred them to Decimus as the
Senate had ordered. Oectavian sent the bodies of
Hirtius and Pansa with honours to Rome, where
they received a public funeral.

XI

77. Tue following events took place in Syria and cmap.
Macedonia about the same time. Gaius Caesar,
when he passed through Syria, left a legion there, Siteof
as he was alrcady contemplating an expedition Syria
against the Parthians. Caecilius Bassus had charge
of it, but the title of commander was held by Sextus
Julius, a young man related to Caesar himeself, who
was given over to dissipation and who led the legion
around everywhere in an indecorous manner. Once
when Bassus reproved him, he replied insultingly,
and some time later, when he called Bassus to him
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and the latter was slow in obeying, he ordered him CHAP.
to be dragged before him. A tumult and blows
ensued. The soldiers would not tolerate the in-
dignity and slew Julius. This act was followed by
repentance and fear of Caesar. Accordingly, they
took an oath together that they would defend them-
selves to the death if they were not pardoned and
restored to confidence, and they compelled Bassus
to take the same oath. They also enlisted and
drilled another legion as associates with themselves.
This is one account of Bassus, but Libo! says that
lie belonged to the army of Pompey and that after
the latter’s defeat he became a private citizen in
Tyre, where he corrupted certain members of the
legion, who slew Sextus and chose Bassus for their
leader. However that may have been, Caesar sent
Staius Murcus against him with three legions.
Bassus defeated him badly. Finally, Murcus ap-
pealed to Marcius Crispus, the governor of Bithynia,
and the latter came to his aid with three legions.

78. While Bassus was besieged by the latter, Cassius
Cassius suddenly came up with them and took ;‘;‘;f]‘;f“‘“
possession, not only of the two legions of Bassus,
but also of the six that were besieging him, whose
leaders surrendered in a friendly way and obeyed
him as proconsul ; for the Senate had decreed, as I
have already said, that all [beyond the Adrlatlc]
should obey Cassms and Brutus. Just then Allienus,
who had been sent to Egypt by Dolabella, brought
from that quarter four legions of soldiers dispersed
by the disasters of Pompey and of Crassus, or left
with Cleopatra by Caesar. Cassius surrounded him

1 AfBwwi; either Scribonius Libo, or there is an error of
text for AfBip (Livy).
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unawares in Palestine and compelled him to sur- cHar.
render, as he did not dare to fight with four legions =t
against eight. Thus Cassius became the master, in

a surprising way, of twelve legions, and laid siege to
Dolabella, who was coming from Asia with two
legions and had been received in Laodicea in a
friendly manner. The Senate was delighted when

it heard the news.

79. In Macedonia Gaius Antonius, the brother of Brutus
Mark Antony, with one legion of foot soldiers, con- eApLLes
tended with Brutus, and, being inferior in strength Antenius
to the latter, laid an ambuscade for him. Brutus Macedonia
avoided the trap, and, in his turn, laid an ambuscade,
but he did no harm to those whom he caught in it,
but ordered his own soldiers to salute their adversar-
ies. Although the latter did not return the saluta-
tion or accept the courtesy, he allowed them to pass
out of the trap unharmed. Then he went around
by other roads and confronted them again at a preci-
pice, and again did them no harm but saluted them.
Then, regarding him as a saviour of his fellow citizens
and as one deserving the reputation he had gained
for wisdom and mildness, they conceived an admira-
tion for him, saluted him, and passed over to him.
Gaius also surrendered himself and was treated with
honour by Brutus until he was convicted of having
tried several times to corrupt the army, when he
was put to death. Thus, including his former forces,
Brutus had possession of six legions, and since he
approved the valour of the Macedonians he raised
two legions among them, whom, too, he drilled in
the Italian discipline.

80. Such was the state of affairs in Syria and
Macedonia. In Italy Octavian, although he con-
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sidered it an insult that Decimus, instead of himself, ciap.
was chosen general against Antony, concealed his .
indignation and asked the honours of a triumph for gﬁ;‘? S
his exploits. But being disdained by the Senate as fowarda
though he were seeking honours beyond his years, he ation with
began to fear lest if Antony were destroyed he should 47%2Y
be despised still more, and so he desired the reconcilia-

tion with Antony, which Pansa on his death-bed had
recommended to him. Accordingly, he began to

make friends of the stragglers from Antony’s army,

both officers and soldiers, enrolling them among his

own troops, or if they wished to return to Antony
allowing them to do so, in order to show that Antony

was not moved by implacable hatred against him.
Having encamped near to Ventidius, Antony’s friend,

who had command of three legions, he made him
anxious, but performed no hostile act, and in like
manner gave him the opportunity either to join
himself or to go on unmolested with his army to
Antony and chide him for ignoring their common
interests. Ventidius took the hint and proceeded

to join Antony. Decius also, one of Antony’s officers,

who had been taken prisoner at Mutina, Octavian
treated with honour, allowing him to return to Antony

if he wished, and when Decius asked what were his
sentiments toward Antony, he said that he had given

plenty of indications to persons of discernment and

that even more would be insufficient for fools.

81. After conveying these hints to Antony, Hecom-
Octavian wrote still more plainly to Lepidus and e aics
Asinius concerning the indignities put upon himself Lepidusand
and the rapid advancement of the murderers, causing Pollio
them to fear, lest to secure the favour of the Pom-
peian faction, each of the Caesarians should one by
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one be treated like Antony, since he too was suffering crar.
the consequences of his own folly and contempt of ¥!
this fear. He advised that, for the sake of appear-
ances, they should obey the Senate, but that they
should confer together for their own safety while
they could still do so, and reproach Antony for his
conduct; that they should follow the example of
their own soldiers, who did not separate even when
they were discharged from the service but, in order
that they might not be exposed to the assaults of
enemies, preferred for the sake of strength to settle
together in groups upon the conquered territory,
rather than to enjoy their own homes singly. This
is what Octavian wrote to Lepidus and Asinius. But
the first soldiers of Decimus fell sick by reason of
excessive eating after their famine, and suffered from
dysenter