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CHAPTER 1

Introductory

The following account is based upon a five weeks field survey
carried out during the summer of 1938. It was intended to follow this
up with an intensive study of one locality over & period of twelve
months. Political developments in Europe made this project imprac-
ticable at the time and the scheme has pow been abandoned.

For the facilities afforded me in Iraq I am particularly
indebted to Mr.C.J.Edmonds, Adviser to the Iraq Government, Captain
Vyvyan Holt, Oriental Secretary at the British Embassy Baghdad, and His
Excellency Ahmad Beg i Taufig Beg, Mutasarrif of Erbil, in whose
province this research was carried out.

The justification for publishing the somewhat superficial data
contained in this monograph lies in the absence of any strictly
comparable material elsewhere. The general form of Kurdish social
organisation as here described is probably fairly typical of that of a
large number of Mohammedan peoples scattered throughout the mountainous
areas of western Asla. Concerning such peoples there is at present
available ‘very little ethnographic material of any kind and the
postulate that the Kurdish form of society is typical is put forward as
an hypothesis open to correction in the light of further study.

Of more immediate relevance is the close correlation that
undoubtedly exists between Kurdish social forms and those of Arabia in
general. This fact is of jnterest since linguistically the Kurds are
of "aryan" rather than "semitic" stock. Concerning the "manners and
customs" of various Bedouin and Semitic groups there is of course an
enormous mass of literature available, some of it of the highest
scientific quality, but the emphasis in every case has been to make an
historical record of ethnographic fact rather than to study any
particular group as & society in functioning existence at the present
time. The work of*Jaussen, Musil, Lane, Drower and Murray to name but
a few, though admiradbly detailed, is by modern standards somewhat life-
less, since it describes the pattern of various cultural norms without,
as a rule, showing their social significance or demonstrating the
fundamental interrelationship between them. The earlier studies of
Robertson-Smith, Frazer and Westermarck were entirely synthetic in
character and gave no true picture of the functioning of any single

# A. Jaussen - Les Coutumes des Arabs au Pays de Moab
A. Mugsil - Manners and Customs of the Rwala Bedouins
E.W.Lane - Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians
E.S.Drower - The Mandaeans of Iraq and Iran
G.W.Murray - Sons of Ishmael
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society. Nevertheless these works continue to be of fundamental
importance as contributions to anthropological theory. There have been
important studies of particular aspects of semitic culture, notably that
of *Mrs. Seligman on Kinship and Granqvist on Marriage, the latter being
at the present time unique in its wealth of documentary detail concern-
ing the actuel position of women in a Mchammedan society, but we still
lack a coordinated study for any single area. Owing to the lack of
adequate empirical data the present monograph does not effectively fill
that gap, but it does provide for the first time an indication of the
practical organisation of a settled group whose kinship affiliations are
of the typical semitic pattern. The details of my account will it is
hoped be filled in and elaborated by further research.

The existing documentary material concerning Kurdistan and the
Kurds is somewhat meagre in quality. Most of it consists of highly
romanticised travel stories of which the title of Millingen's Wild Life
among the Koords (1870) gives a fair indication of the contents. The
romantic tradition is incidentally still maintained, as evidence
G.J.Mueller's Einbruch in verschlossene Kurdistan published only in 193}

For the Southern Kurdish area in general little serious
ethnographic material is available, though Hellmut Christoff's EKurden
und Armenier dealing with the Turkish area to the north has some
relevance. V.F.Minorsky's Eurds: Notes and Observations published in
Russian in 1915 refers, I believe, in part to the area under discussion
but this has not been accessible to me.

Concerning the Rowanduz area itself there are only two books
generally accessible. A.M.Hamilton's Road through Eurdistan which is &
light hearted though highly interesting account of the construction of
the strategic motor road up to Rowanduz and on to the frontier, and
W.R.Hay's Two Years in Kurdistan. The latter deals precisely with the
same area and the same individuals as are the subject of this monograph
I shall refer to it frequently both in criticism and as providing
mpporting evidence. Further local colour may be obtained from
W.A.Wigram's Cradle of Mankind, which deals with a neighbouring area
slightly to the North West; the author's religiocus prejudices in favour
of the Assyrian (Christian) community however give a marked bias to
many of his judgements.

Of my own study I repeat that further research will doubtless
correct my analysis on many points of detail. Nevertheless I believe
the general correlation of the elements of social organisation to be

* B.Z.Seligman - Studies in Semitic Kinship (Bulletin of the
School of Oriental Studies Vol.iii)
H.N.Grangvist - Marriage Conditions in a Palestine Village

valid, and I would draw the readers attention to the seemingly very
close interdependance of kinship, political and economic factors in the

groups studied.

Preliminary note on Kurdish names

The ordinary Kurd has a single name given to him at birth of
which the following are typical - Jelal, Ali, Mustafa, Hamid (Mohammad ),
Amin, Kharim. If it is necessary to be more specific he will give the
name of his village also; thus we find that sophisticated detribalised
Kurds often use the name of their village as a surnsme - my interpreter
called himself Kharim Bakhani - Bakhani being his village of origin.
Among the trides such usage is unnecessary.

The title Agha will be discussed in detail later - it is
usually translated "chief" and is carried by the landlords of villages
and their immediate male relatives. As a title it follows the name:-
thus Ali Agha, Hamid Amin Agha. To be more specific the name of the
village is added:- thus Hamid Amin Agha i Naupurdan.

Analogous to this is the title Beg. Strictly speaking it is a
turkish title but is used by some Kurds. Thus the Sorani people of
Dergala call themselves Begzawada, by virtue of the fact that their
leaders claim descent from the former princes of Rowanduz, who
established an independent principality in the 17th/18th Century.*

The use of Beg among the Sorani seems to be identical to Agha elsewhere,
so to avoid confusion I refer to the chief of Dergala, Mir Hamid Amin,

as Agha and not Miran or Beg as he is usually called.

Mir (prince) is similarly a turkish title which is carried by
certain notables. The Agha of Rust for instance is Mir Sadik Agha and
the title appears several times in the ancestry of the chiefs of ¥alash.

The title Sheikh does not, as in Arabia, imply tribal leader-
ship. Normally it is reserved for religious leaders:- e.g. Sheikh
Alauddin of Khalan, a leader of the Nakhshwandi sect of mystics. The
name is however sometimes carried as an ordinary name. Thus Sheikh
Mohammad Agha of Walash is not himself a religious leader. He was
given the personal name Sheikh Mohammad at birth after a relative who

had been a real sheikh.

The Mulla is the village priest, his precise functions are
discussed later. As a title it comes before the name:- thus Mulla

Mahmoud.

Hajji is the Mohammedan title for those who have visited Mecca.
As few Kurds achieve this, the bearer of such a title likes to be

*See C.J.Edmonds - A Bibliography of Southern Kurdish (Journal
of the Royal Central Asian Society, Vol.XXIV, 48T).
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zddressed by it. Ali Agha of Rayat's full title is Hajji Ali Agha and
he is sometimes addressed simply as Hajji. The nephew of Hamid Amin
of Naupurdan had also made the pilgrimage and I never heard him called
anything but Hajji.

The title Sayyid implies a descendant of the Prophet and
carries with.it the right to wear a green turban. The descent is
probably in most cases mythical; anyway the Sayyids whom I met had
every appearance of being pure bred Kurds. In the Balik area the only
persons claiming this honour are the two Sheikhs of Khalen and Zinu -
Alanddin and his uncle Obaidullah.

The turkish term Effendi is frequently applied to town notables
who have no tribal linkage and thus cannot be called Aghas:- thus
Mustapha Effendi, the leading notable of Rowanduz. Similarly it is &

title applied to scholars -~ my interpreter was known everywhere as
Kharim Effendi.

 Hakim (arabic 'doctor') is applied only to foreigners. I
acquired this title myself after resolutely refusing to be either a

'‘Lord! or a 'Major'.
The field of inveatigation

The field of investigation is shown on the two maps at the end
of this volume. It has been found impossible in a single colour line
drawing to show the contour features of the country at all adequately
and altitudes are merely indicated in figures, The area is covered
.hy sections I 38 and J 38 of the International Map of the World (Scale
1: 1,000,000) while the Rowanduz area appears on section 1. D on the
4 miles to 1 inch War Office map of Irag, Persia and Turkey in Asia.

Map 1 which shows the whole of the Erbil liwa of Iragqi-
Kurdisten is divided into three areas A, B and C having both geographic
and ethnographic significance.

A. Rowanduz. This area, the main field of study, is shown in
enlarged scale on Map 2. Prior to the construction of the motor road
some ten years ago, this area was extremely inaccessible. Practically
the only way of reaching the region was by way of a bandit{ infested
mule track that led along the edge of the precipitous *Rowanduz Gorge.
The area is extremely mountainous. Rowanduz itself is some 3,000 feet
above sea level and the peaks on the Persian border reach above
12,000 feet. Cool and well watered it presents a tremendous contrast
to the arid plains of Mesopotamia. Comparitively little land is
suitable for cultivation, and the steep inclines preclude the adoption

* For photographs see Hay pp. 200, 222.

2]

of modern methods of agriculture. The villages as will be secen {rom
Map 2 are gituated mostly in the valleys. East of Dergala villiage
practically the whole area is snow bound thrcughoyt the winter. 3Befor:
the war, though the area was nominally under Turkish domination, the
local Kurdish leaders paintained practical independence. After the
war the area came within the area of the Irag mandate. The policy
adopted by the British administration and the immediate political
consequences are described by Hay. Crudely summarised it may be said
that after some initial mistakes in which the government unfortunately
"backed the wrong man" the administration eventually achieved a
relative tranquility by paying all the important leaders a substantial
salary provided they behaved themselves. The economic consequences of
this will be referred to later. Following the abandonment of the
mandate, or perhaps earlier, it was decided by the Baghdad euthorities
to adopt a more positive policy of vpacification". *A strategic road
was built through the mountains from Erbil to Rowanduz and continued orn
to the Persian border; a large military barracks was established at
Rowanduz with subsidiary police posts at Rayat and Gelala. The
economic and political consequences of the building of this road have
been very great and will be discussed in greater detail later.

then, the distinguishing characteristics of area A

. Y is
10 Sull Up iy wiv i e Sl

are the poverty of the soil resources; the severity of the winter; the
extreme difficulty,until very recently, of any intercomminication
between the various valleys; and the fact that such "tribal dis-
integration" as is now found is all of fairly recent origin dating for
the most part from the construction of the road an. the establishment
of permanent police authority in the Rayat valley.

B. Foothill Area. This area corresponding approximately to
the administrative district of Shaqlawa is separated from area A by an
almost impassable range of mountains. On the South side on the other
hand it merges quite gradually into the plains area C. Geographical
considerations therefore are mainly responsible for the fact that the
inhabitants of area B, though presumably of identical cultural origins
to those of area A, have for many years been in much closer contact
with the Arab world and western "sophisticated" influences generally.
At the present time the tribes of this area no longer function as
political entities, and the whole region is }n a very real sense
"directly administered" by the police. Hays account (1920) makes it
appear that conditions were very similar even in his time though the
process of disintegration has doubtless been intensified in the
interval. The potential economic resources of the district are
probably mch greater than for area A both on account of the milder
climate and the greater area of cultivable land.

* an account of the construction of this road is given by
A.M.Hamilton - Road through Kurdistan.
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The migrations and shiftings of the Assyrian (Chr
population consequent upon the various masaacrei and geraijiizgis that
have taken place since the War have had important repercussions on the
economice of the ares, The Assyrian groups were formerly widely
distriduted among the Kurdish villages, mostly in a region North West
from area A.  Despite special pleading by Wigram snd others it would
appear that, apart from the religious differentiation, there was
formerly little ethnic or cultural difference between Assyrian and
Kurd. Under present conditions the differentiation is much more
marked: Persecution and the patronage of over-sympathetic European
Christians has had the double effect that those Assyrians who are now
;eft in the region are on the one hand congregated into tightly
isolated colonies, and on the other are rapidly adopting & high degree
of western sophistication with its accompanying technical advantages.
One such Assyrian colony exists at Batas, and appears to be achieving
zﬁg:i&:z;ﬁle pr;;gerity through the scientific development of tobacco

on. 8 success is lik igh-
s o ely to have consequences for neigh

Ve distinguish area B therefore by the mildness of its climate;
its comparative fertility; and the looseness of the tribal organisation
as now existing.

C. Plains area. Geographically this area differs completely
from the other two. Largely flat, completely treeless, with a minimal
rainfall, and scorched cinder dry for four or five months of every yees
it would seem to be no place for the hillsman. But the soil is one of
the richest in the world. It forms part of the great "fertile
crescent" so beloved of archaeological historians, and has yielded a
vast.annual crop of wheat and barley for literally thousands of years.
Hiaforically the area formed part of the great Assyrian and Hittite
empires and the number of archaeological remains is sufficient evidence
of its economic and political importance in ancient times. Today the
population consists of two distinct cultural groups; nomadic and semi-
settled Arabs intrusive from the South and permanently settled Kurds
with distinct Turkish and Armenian groups in the towns. According to
Hay (p. 77) the penetration of the Kurds southwards into the Erbil
plain is a comparatively recent historical event. He holds that the
area was formerly occupied by nomadic Arab groups who have been ousted
by the recent expansion of the Dizai tribe. The evidence for this
view seems to me doubtful. In any case, whatever the historical facts,
the techniques and economic arrangements of the plains Kurds now differ
8o markedly from the hill groups that in most respects they must be
treated as a separate culture group. Politically also they differ
from the hill Kurds in that the present village chiefs (Aghas) are
mostly of quite different lineage to their followers, so that the
organisation tends to be feudal rather than tribal. I had supposed at
first that this must be a very recent development but similar
conditions are described by Hay writing in 1920.

7

The Nomads. In addition to the permanent settled inhabitants
of the three areas here discussed there are certain nomadic groups who
move seasonally from one area to another and even out of the district
altogether. These nomads are again in many respects a distinct
cultural group; their economy is based exclusively on pastoralism as
opposed to the pastoral-agriculturaliasm of the settled peoples. The
largest of the nomad tribes are the Herki. They are normally resident
in Persia near the southermmost end of Lake Urmia. These high
altitudes cannot provide sufficient fodder for their herds throughout
the year and during the late autumn the bulk of the tribe migrates down
the Rowanduz river and spreads out through the foothills (Area B) and
the northern fringe of the plains. They return to Persia with the
melting of the snows in the late spring. I have no ‘first hand
evidence concerning these people and the second hand evidence appears
to be both fabulous and contradictory. There is reason to think that
their tribal organisation at the present time functions more perfectly
than that of the settled groups, presumably owing to less government
interference. They possess definite grazing rights in certain areas,
even in districts nominally under the control of settled groups™
though in other areas they pay some sort of rental for the right to
herd their flocks. Their migration is linked with important trade
activities. They bring salt with them from Persia to Iraq, and take
back wheat and barley. Wool is disposed of on the Erbil market as
well as large numbers of their livestock. The duty-free import of
salt is of course strictly illegal but is winked at by the authorities.
It was reported in the summer of 1938 that the Persian authorities
intended to compel the Herki to adopt a settled habitat. It is thus
unlikely that it will ever be possible to determine the precise
position of this group in the political and economic organisation of

the Kurdish area as a whole.

In my field work I stayed nearly all the time in villages
occupied by members of the Soran and Balik tribes (see Map 2).

*The Iraq government authorities are able to carry on all

negotiations with the Herki through the agency of a single paramount
Agha, this despite the fact that the tribe itself scatters into small

family groups throughout a very wide area; this seems to imply a high
degree of tribal integration. During the summer of 1938 a law case
was proceeding between the Agha paramount of the Herki and Jemil Agha
of Bahrika (Gerdi tribe) as to whether the former need pay any rent to
the latter for the grazing rights of what appeared to be Gerdi land.
Jemil Agha complained to me bitterly that the Herki seemed likely to
win their case owing to their greater wealth and resources for
corruption. The case however establishes the point that they might
claim traditional grazing rights in land seemingly within the sphere
of influence of permanently settled groups.
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Accord ipti

ae theiﬁfigg:i; d:acrlptlon which follows applies Primarily to Area A

e o b has Eacription. Prior to the opening of the road it

= i viit e;n possible to treat this district as a single

e econémic fgatly self contained. Under present conditions

il Bc ors and the external political authority link the

e ot préce;d t;nd C, closely together, I will attempt to make

TR . e degree to which generalisations derived

i 8 study of the Balik and Dergala tribes can be regarded
¥ applicable to the whole region. I will conclude tﬁis

section with a rather m
inhabiting Ares A, Mapo;.e detailed description of the groups

The Soran group whose full tri
iq * tribal name is Sorani Be ada
( descendants of the Begs of Soran") are few in numbeg?aw The

group is a s le uni
D - M e (t;eig}, the paramount of which is the Agha of

The Balik tribe is a ve
- ry much larger group eand is subdivided
whightﬁiif C§ans, usually nemed Mullasherifi, Shevgini anz Sukri, of
asherifi is much the largest. The Shevdini group centred

around
Rayat has a considerable degree of cohesion and accepts the Aghs

of R - -
hﬂndayt;:uhﬁi ig{l.f as paramount. The Mullasherifi on the other
Mohammad on o nally owing allegiance to the Agha of Walash - Sheikh
€.~ Bppear in practice to be split into three groups

centred on Walash, Rust and Gelala. The Sukri are a small group about

wh

asigzhi iﬁo:hnothing. Sheikh Mohammad Agha by virtue of his position

paramount of e largest clan is considered by the government to be Aghs
of all the Balik; at the present time however his authority

i
8 nominal outside the immediate sphere of influence of his own village

of Walash.

The two villages of Khalan and Zhinu i Sheikh require special

gﬁntioza (aes Hay pp. 255 and 257 where Khalan is called Dar ul Aman).
e heads of these two villages,*Sheikh Alauddin and Sheikh Obaidullah,

are leaders of the mystic sect known as Nakhschwandi, which h
3 as its
:;zia in Bokhara. The villages are really hospices belonging to this
er.  Apart from the adherents of the religious commnity the
population is very mixed, traders predominating. The marked
prosperity of the community is not hard to understand. At least two

large armed convoys of smugglers passed over the border even during the
course of my three day visit. They even offered to take me with them,

but discretion unfortunately prevented my acceptance.

* These two individuals described as 'cousins' by Hay are really
nephew and uncle respectively although nearly the same age. It is
the nephew, Alauddin, who has the greater reputation and influence.

Apart from these two non-tribal vil{ages, all the groups in
the Balik and Dergala areas are at least 95% pure kKurdish. The
intrusive element is provided by a few Jews and Assyrian Christians
who as a rule carry on some special trade such as weaving or carpentry
and are thus tolerated as useful members of the commnity.

Method of Analysis.

As is clear from what has already been said, the tribal
organisation of the various groups throughout the area under review
have all to a greater or less degree been effected by contact with,
and interference by the external administrative authority. If we go
so far as to assume that at one time there was a form of social
organisation which could be regarded as the typical norm for all the
hill tribes of this region, it is certain that such a norm can nowhere
now be found functioning in its complete state. Kurdish society as
it exists today is a society undergoing extremely rapid and at times
violent social change. As we shall see there are powerful and

perhaps irresistable forces at work tending not so much to the
modification as to the total destruction and disintegration of
existing forms of tribal organisation. In such circumstances, in
order to make the description intelligible at all, some degree of
jdealisation seems essential. In the main therefore I shall seek to
deseribe Kurdish society as if it were a functioning whole and then
show up existing circumstances &as variations from this idealised norm.
I am sware that such a method makes the resulting description to some
extent subjective and that on many points I have not the empirical
data to check the validity of my hypothetical norm. In the circum-
stances however it appears to be the most reasonable procedure to

adopt.

The External Administration

The precise form of the external administration has no very
direct bearing on the Kurdish social system as described in this
monograph. But at various points in the argument especially in the
section dealing with economic problems reference will have to be made

to elements in the administrative organisation, and it seems
desirable therefore to give first a dbrief description of the
functions and relationships of the various members of this external

organisation.

The administrative system of Irag has been developed out of
that of the old Ottoman Empire. The terminology remains in many
respects unaltered. The whole of the Kurdish area here under
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g;azﬁzsi::ali:shw:thm the Province (liwa) of Erdil. *The civil head
Fridpem anda:;rrif who is directly responsible for the police

:ggigiea s e e magistracy and indirectly for such social

ebrprrbady 1, Education, Agricultural Reform etc. The tax

the administra:i:nogglihasaociated-With g s s mal sl oyt kR

thie alli by a B judchﬁii?arrzf. Outside his control however are

gnvarnme:itziz ihe field of our discussion the social services of the
= il ery limited, though the education system is worthy of
T e are primary and secondary schools at Erbil and a primary
e & bu:W:ﬁduz. There was for a while a secondary school also at
e ah is was closed following a nationalist strike by the
s Fo emanded to be taught in the Kurdish language instead of
iy ;t tz; obvious economic reasons these schools effect only a very
mErchant:a Sof society - the sons of important Aghas and town
gcvernmen; . ocme of the larger villeges have in addition a paid
—— waea:he;} Though the intention is good, the practice is less
Phek o thgﬂv offered and the facilities for advancement are so poor
i i Ierv poorest type of indolent scholar offers himself for
educafia £33 n the Balik area anyway the experience of government
g 211 so far proved unfortunate. The current opinion seemed tO
Pl government education officers are moral perverts, Two
o . terve to show the_basis for such an attitude. The only
villageaafegaamong the Balik at the time of my visit was attached to the
b heohad yat._ Formerly he had been attached to the village of Rust
4 married one of the Agha's daughters; this lady he had now
. vo:ced or rather deserted and the Agha of Rust was suing him in the
M;;iasafgrtma;ntenance. In Rayat he had seduced the daughter of the
- 'd to avoid scandal had now married her, but this in itself was 8
aaﬂgi:i:ua proceeding since the Hulla and the schoolmaster are regarded
s es b{ natu;e - (since from the traditional viewpoint education

e Mulla's chief function). In another case which is described
more fully later the Agricultural Adviser of Walash was murdered,

* At the_time of my visit the post of Mutasarrif of Erbil was held

23 Ahmad Beg i Taufiq Beg, & Kurd from the relatively sophisticated
istrict of Sulaimani, a man of great intelligence and personal

integrity. I am directly indebted to him for the facilities and
assistance which enabled me to carry out this piece of field work, the
more especially since his own political position at the time was some-
what delicate. Being related by marriage to the chiefs of the Pizdah
tribes, at that time in revolt, he was regarded with a certain amount
of suspicion by some of the Arab elements in the Baghdad government.
This fact, coupled with a mild reputation for being pro-British - by no
means a desirable sentiment in modern Iraq, - made my request for
travel facilities & decided inconvenience. In the circumstances his
help was deeply appreciated.
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probably at the instigation of the Agha, because he was held to have
corrupted the morals of the youth.

Health services need not concern us. In the area studied

there is no resident doctor outside the city of Erbil.

The Government have made various experiments in agricultural
reform chiefly with a view to improving the breed of livestock and the
quality of valuable crops such as tobacco. The Government's interest
in the improvement of the tobacco crop is especially relevant to the
area here described. Details will be discussed later but it may be
pointed out that Government assistance of this kind is not a
philanthropic enterprise. The heavy excise duty levied on &ll
saleable tobacco much more than repays any expenses incurred.

The independent judiciary functions through its court in
Erbil. In practice however it is in the nature of appeal court,
since in the first instance cases come before the Mudir (sub-district
magistrate) and then before the Qa'im Magam (district magistrate)
before being referred to the court. I em not clear as to the rules
governing "appeal" of this sort, nor as to the limits of sentence that
can be imposed by the magistrates' courts. So far as I know, only
serious cases such as homicide automatically go before the court at

Erbil.

During time of peace the military are stationed only at Erbil
and Rowanduz. There appears to be a general attitude of suspicion
and conflict as between the civil and the military authorities. In
this area the civil service is staffed mainly by Kurds and Turks and
is thus in general inclination Kurdo-phil. The army on the other
hand is staffed mainly by Iragi-Arabs whose hatred and fear of the
"barbarous Kurd" can be taken for granted.

The liwa is divided into several districts (khaza) each
presided over by a district magistrate (Qa'im Maqam). Area A, Map 1
with which this account is mainly concerned lies wholly within the
khaza of Rowanduz. The Qa'im Magam is responsible for his district
in much the same way as the Mutasarrif is responsible for his liwa.

The khaza in turn is subdivided into several sub-districts
(nahiya) over which presides a Mudir. The Balik tribe all reside
within the nahiya Balik - the administrative district in this case
coinciding with the tribal one. Dergala on the other hand is
administered from Rowanduz.

The Mudir has in his direct control a number of policemen who
provide the direct liaison between the extermal authority and the
tribe. It is the venality of these junior officials which is the
-worst feature of the system, and which is the real source of
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Goverument unpopularit i i

| Y among the tribes. Hay describes the
E:ﬁ?ar?erli‘Of his time as "hardened ruffians without training and
vhoaout principles; they used their authority to commit innumerable

t i ", _
zzd:;flons It does not appear that the position is much changed

S *3910? the Mudir there should be in each village a Mukhtar, his
ctions being basically those of registrar and tax collector.

Anoni the hill Xurds the Mukhtar is invariably the Agha of the village
concerned and the term is little used,

1 This summarises briefly the normal functions of the various
elements of Government within the area under discussion. A more

dynamic view of the interaction between Government and tribe will
emerge in the course of what follows.

* Irag has had conscription since Turkish times and nominally
all Kurds are liable for military service. It is part of the duties
of the Mukhtar to record births and report to the Mudir the names of
those lieble for service. Until very recently however no real
records have been kept, so to avoid military service it was merely
necessary to produce suitable presents for the right people at the
right moment. Contrarywise military service provides the Agha with
a convenient means of getting rid of undesirable characters. That at
least summarises the position as outlined to me by my interpreter.
But I obtained no figures as to the actual numbers conscripted.
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CHAPTER 2

Political Structure Definition of Unita

The Kurdish term which in the foregoing pages I have crudely
described as tribe is Ashiret. *The name of the Ashiret describes at
once the people and the land they occupy. Thus it is sens:?le to
speak of 'Balik country' as a district on the map while the individual

tribesman will describe himself as 'a Balik'.

An ashiret may consist of one or more patril?neal clans called
taifa, the fundamental difference between the two being that whereas
ashiret is essentially descriptive of & political group, taifa is
descriptive of a kinship group. Thus in Balik there are three tgifa
usually known as Mullasherifi, Shevdini (or Shuizuri) and Sukri; in
"Soran" on the other hand there is just the one taifa of Sorani
Begzawada. The dual title of the Shevdini depends upon the context
of reference. Shevdin is the name of the ancestor from whom all
members of the Shevdini taifa nominally trace their descent, he was
the 'founder' of the taifa; Shuizur on the other hand is the name of
the district he came from. The Mullasherifi similarly all claim
descent from a certain Mulla Sherif said to have been a member of the
Galali tribe of Sulaimani district. In general the tendency seems to
be to take the group name from the ancestor rather than the place.

Ali Agha of Rayat in giving me his genealogy claimed that Shevdin had
lived eight generations ago and that in those days his family had
belonged to the Surchi tribe west of the Great Zab, and that they
migrated to the east in search of better land.t It was interesting to
note that Ali Agha was reluctant to admit that his taifa formed part
of the Balik ashiret. With the loosening of the political ties that
linked the three clans of the tribe he hoped soon to establish that
the Shevdini were an ashiret in their own right.

* The same is not strictly true of the Sorani centred on Dergala.
During the latter part of the 18th Century the name Soran was applied
to a territory approximately corresponding to areas A and B of Map 1
over which the princes of Rowanduz had established a titular
suzerainty. Hamid Amin Beg the Agha of Dergala claims direct descent
from these former princes and he and his immediate kin call themselves
the Sorani Begzawada - "the descendants of the Begs of Soran". The
term Sorsn has no direct territorial significance today, but on Map 2
the area so marked is that controlled by Hamid Amin Beg of Dergala.

T For comparison one may note that Sheikh Mohammad Agha of
Valash, Agha paramount of the Balik and of the Mullasherifi taifa was
also able to trace back his descent for eight generations but did not
reach the name of Mulla Sherif in the process.
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The taifa in turn i i
Ii:g T ma:yf::quently divided into subsections called
1na::§::ng::§i:id The Mullasherifi taifa referred to before are for
e o Phe oY ;d into three tira each group claiming descent from
of Mulla Sherif. These sons (I did not obtain their

Rust, and
i ;resen:hzz;.vil;;ﬁ:st;:mizﬂatzg ;:n:r:a of their respective tira to
. : st is ove
\sfiﬁdafﬁ :ii ;‘lrt‘ue of the fact that he is hesd of his tira. The
gl a: ;a similarly subdivided into three tira, th; names being
adr Agha, Kaka Hasani end Hamadi Babakhr Agha - these

reply "Shevdin". Moreover I was assured b

Y one inf
iﬁazotg:fzzﬁzzce h;;ieen taifa and tira, but that th:rzigtizh;:gzgire
type of klnahi. 8 is I think an accurate description, Tira is a
%Eually termedplg;:up fairly frequently encountered by anthropologists.
A9TTNrs: gLy Foce t:ge,lbut more aptly described by Firth as ramage, it
e, Tiomaahog 12 ¢lan group in scale and political cohesion., With
of groupin fe dap: tical ties the distinction between the two types
clained £o ue thet he was hecs ot 1o g e e ey
rank to Sheikh Nohammad Agha of Walash, Slgghaifhﬁmieifciﬁfdid

not admit this clai
his subject. @ but meintained that Mir Sadik, Agha of Rust was

e tem:rom_thi: description and the examples quoted it is clear that
e tors ashiret, taifa and tira fall into the normsl anthropological
ahnormalz:tions of tribe, clan and lineage (ramage), with the single

5 Y that the clans are in this case endogemous, or largely so.

Inheritance of Land Tenure

The settlements for the most part consist of
small vill s

ggtﬁdihscgttered along the valleys. The term gund really inclzgiﬂ
bl c:nfguies and the cultivation surrounding them and may at times
yo 3ing.  The gund of Naupurdan for instence contains two
houses only, that of Dergala has over a bundred. Every gund is the
tﬁ:operty' of a landlord (Agha). If the Agha owns only one gund as in

case of Hamid Amin Agha of Naupurdan he will live in it himself; if

*See C.Daryll Forde - Fission and Accretion in the Patrilineal

Clans of a semi-Bantu community in
Vol. 68; 314, ) 4 Southern Nigeria J.R.A.I.

g.iir;h = We, the Tikopia;370,371.
ote however that owing to the rule of ortho-cousin marri Kurdish
taifa and tira tend to be endogamous rather than exogamcuzfe'
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he owns several as in the case of Sheikh Mohammad Agha of Walash or
Hamid Amin Beg of Dergala, he will live in one himself and appoint
headmen (kokha) as his agents in the other villages. In theory the
Agha is the absolute owner of all the land in the gund,*the villagers
occupy and cultivate the land in the capacity of tenants and in return
pay him, in theory at any rate, the seemingly staggering rental of 50%
of the yield of the land. Again in theory the Agha has absolute
discretion to evict any tenant he disapproves of, and similarly the
tenant is free to leave whenever he chooses; the only property that the
tenant possesses in his own right are ordinary household belongings,
the roof beams of his house, and his personal livestock. Practise
probably differs markedly from theory. So far as I ?ould judge in the
Balik country at any rate at least 90% of the population of any gund
were not only Balik tribesmen but also members of the Agha's own taifa,
many of them being his near kinsmen. It would seem then that the
Agha's right of eviction remains theoretical except under extreme
provocation. In practise the right of tenancy is heriditable. This
latter point was confirmed to me by Sheikh Mohammad Agha of Walash; the
way he put it was that when a tenant died he, the Agha, could do what-
ever he liked with the land, but that "as a rule" he gave it 1o the
deceased's son or brother whichever was the most suitable. It may be
noted that such a procedure would tend to prevent the land being split
up into a vast number of small holdings by the process of inheritance,

and would also provide an economic bond between the members of the

smaller extended family groups.

The tribal custom here is not, as might at first sight appear,
at variance with Mohammedan law. According to the Koranic rule a
man's testimentary rights are limited and most of his "property" (malx)
is passed on in defined proportions to certain specific relatives,
Land however is for the most part excluded in the term mulk. The
actual legal position as it applies to land tenure in Ireg is somewhat
involved and the interested reader should refer direct to Sir E.
Dowson's "An Inquiry into Land Tenure and Related Questions" (Iraq
Government 1932). The following account summarises the position.

The legal situation regarding the inheritance of land tenure is
defined by the Ottoman Land Code of 1858, and certain subsidiary
enactments of the old Turkish Empire. This recognises five classes of

*T have no data to show what rental is really paid. I was
assured on several different occasions and in different contexts at
Naupurdan, Walash and Dergala that the normal arrangement is for the
Agha to receive half the gross yield of the land if the tenant
provides.his own cattle, implements, seed, etc., but two thirds of the
gross yield if the Agha provides the seed, implements, etc. According
to Hay (p. 68) the figure is only 10% of the yield. But as I shall
show presently a 50% rental is probably not as excessive as it sounds.



These categories

ay ér&q conditions, the ter®
& different sense to that
The effective categories appear to be three

miri in particular bei .
inplied by the Land Codg,  mpoc rice Used in
in number

1) Mulk (property) -

inheri tance being undiluted ownership; owners rights and

dictated by the Koranic sacred law.

2) Tapu -
) onp:he ;:;Ietland, the legal possession of which is granted out
Irl.‘me::-:{.t:am:nasoi‘:fr‘:gj,temmB laid down in Book 1 of the Land Code.
S land is entailed to the direct descendants

of the original hold
vested in the state,ers’ though sctual ownership continues to be

3) Miri - state land
» retained in full legal owm
fggi:::i;n oi the state which may be eﬁfloitegr:?izczis or
estahlishida its discretion subject to due recognition of
occupancy rights. In effect miri land simply

represents the ove
milk or tapy tenany. o 06 Tesidue of the country not held in

So far
sgricul tural land 1o hoqg 1o g i, 2004y 18 concerned very little if &Y
think, only to to in milk tenure and this category applies, I
and some portions"nfprOperty, Most of area C is held in tapu temure
that in legal Ol area B also. Area A is exclusively miri land s0
theory the tribes are here tenants of the statc

Kurdiah'sg:gézuhtle distinctions are not clearly understood by the

s mznidand 8s Dowson's study shows the position is in fact
rren oo e seEZe; tea many opportunities for corruption. In the Balik
e ek © be a movement on foot to get the tribal land made
o e :ﬂmgaof the clan leaders. Ali Agha of Rayat for instance
T 0 have the Shevdini territory "registered” in his name end
e sziﬁk that it was merely a question of bribing the right
I . - a gevelopmgnt would be strongly resisted by Sheikh
sh_!immmad Agha of Walash since it would infringe his nominal overlord-

P over the whole Balik territory.

So far as the question of inheritance is concerned the position
:zniegiliy clear. None of the Kurdish land is milk and accordfnaly
e t is subject to the Koranic stipulations. The attitude of

e Aghas however is not very clear. Sheikh Mohammed Agha for
example was very insistant that all the land of the Balik was his
gi;sonal property, which was somewhat inconsistent since he certainly

; not mean to imply that the territory would be divided up among his
;-: :;5;:2:“ 362 hl;evdizd. c{t is quite definite in fact that where land

ar, " n
any principle of Knra:g: inE::it::ce?'nerShip G e
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The Clan Agha

The gund Aghas' relations to their tenants has now been
defined; they in turn owe allegiance to the Agha of the taifa. This
individual also may glibly claim to own all the land of all the gunds
under his suzerainty, but his ownership is of a much more nominal
variety than that of the gund Agha. The taifa Agha does not levy any
specific charge upon his underlings but rather receives from them gifts
in proportion to his usefulness. Thus Hamid Amin Agha of Neupurdan,
even though he belonged to the same tira as Sheikh Mohammad Agha of
Walash head of the Mullasherifi and nominal paramount of all the Balik,
did not admit that the latter was in any general sense his superior;
though Sheikh Mohammad for his part claimed that Hamid Amin was his
vasgal, This discrepancy I think is only partly due to the recent
loosening of political ties. In general it would appear that prior to
the coming of the external administration the function of the taifa
Agha was roughly that of arbitrator and court of appeal rather than
dominating overlord. He seems to have been called in to arbitrate in
small scale feuds, settle disputes between neighbouring villages over
grazing rights and water, settle divorce disputes and so forth. For
these services he would be suitably recompensed by the parties to the

dispute.

This system of justice was doubtless exceedingly corrupt by
Buropean standards, but probably worked tolerably well. It is not
clear what sanctions could be employed to enforce judiciary decisions
of this sort. - Today the clansman is encouraged to short—circuit the
traditional machinery of the Aghas' courts and appeal for Justice
direct to the police. To some extent the two systems continue to
operate side by side but with the continual lessening of the Aghas'
authority litigation tends more and more to be a matter for the
external administration only. I tried to obtain some opinions as to
the relative efficiency of the old system and the new. The results
were interesting. It was admitted that the decisions of the Agha in
the 0ld days were somewhat arbitrary, being based on considerations of
wealth and nepotism rather than moral right, but at least a decision
was arrived at quickly. The modern procedure on the other hand
though plainly well intentioned is considered in practice to be slow,
complicated and costly, and since the wealthier litigant can nearly
always manage to appeal to a higher court if the first decision goes
against him, the "justice" is nearly as one sided as before. Moreover
it was argued that the police were just as corrupt as the Aghas with
the disadvantage that, whereas formerly the Aghas were to some extent
limited in their decisions by kinship obligations, the police had no
interest at all except to sell justice to the highest bidder. Though
this is certainly an overstatement of the case, many of the Iragi
police do appear to be exceedingly corrupt. So much so in fact that
the new Qa'im Magam of Rowanduz, chief magistrate of the district, was
generally acclaimed by all as the almost unique example of a sincere
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and honest administrator. The venality of the junior police officers
has probably an important effect upon the economic status, and hence the
influence of the Aghes. The position was put to me thus by Hamid Amin
Agha of Dergela. "In the old days' he said "all my followers gave me
presents; nowadays few can afford to, they must keep in well with the
police and then they have nothing left for me",

In earlier times the taifa Agha was probably in a position to
orgenise small scale military activities; even today this would appe&ar
to be partly true. I was told for instance that in 1936 Ali Agha of
Rayat, head of the Shevdini, had led his men across the border and
sacked a Persian police post in reprisal for the latter having impounded

some of his clansmens' cattle. Naturally such incidents are strongly
disapproved of by the authorities.

The Tribal Agha

*In the case of the Balik, as we have seen, the Agha of the
largest taifa, Mullasherifi, is also Agha paramount of the whole tribe,
and this is doubtless the normal rule. His function as tridal Agha
does not ever seem to have amounted to very much except in time of waX'y
in which case he automatically became leader of the whole group and
doubtless received economic benefits accordingly. In time of peace

he only receives small token payments, such as gifts of fruit and the
like, from his more remote subordinates.

The evidence concerning the actual behaviour of the Balik
during the disturbed times of 1914-1920 is contradictory. Sheikh

Mohammad esserts that he led his people to a victorious massacre of
the invading Russian army; Hamid Amin of Naupurdan on the other hand
8ays that Sheikh Mohammad ran away and that it was he Hamid Amin who
saved the remnants of the Balik from annihilation and finally routed
the Russians. Whatever really happened, it seems clear that Sheikh
Mohemmad as head of the Mullasherifi ought to have led the Balik to
war, whether he actually did so or not.

The first effect of contact with the external administration
was certainly to increase the influence of the tribal Agha at the
expense of his fellows. Thus Hay ingenuously remarks (p. 67) "The
tribal chief has many obligations towards his tenants and tribesmen,
the most important of which is that he will become their spokesman in
all matters which concern the Government". The British

*Hay (p. 68) states that it is the custom to present the paramount
chief with a pregnant ewe from every considerable flock at the
beginning of the year. Hay however makes no distinction between

tribes and clans and the obligation may be towards the Aghs of the
taifa rather than the ashiret.
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Administration moreover adopted the Turkish expedient of Payl?ﬁ b
tribal Aghas an annual salary provided they keptbzfilr trlbzl 5
order. This procedure undoubtedly gave the tri N inE. WEGpRE T
disproportionate economic influence, and has had various repercussions
which will be discussed further in the next chapter.

The salary awarded to Sheikh lNchammad of Welash was stopped
Some years ago and, &s might be expected, his influence ai Fribai i
leader declined rapidly. As is evidenced by the rival clalms o e
Aghas of Rayat and Rust noted above, the Balik has Scarﬁesi iﬁi
functioning unity as a tribe at the present time, though :11 Ll
Mohammad with & wide sweep of his arm, still declares that tz an
beldhgs to him and that the taifas of Shevdin and Sukrtﬁre ;nly bezi
on sufferance. At the present moment (1938) his pres":.geh s p;o ably
on the upgrade since he has recently been-appointed a %ii;einon it
Parliament" and regularly attends the legislative gs?:m ;i ag :
The appointment carries with it a small salary, bﬁé t :trgemonstrates
importance so far as the tribes are concerned is tha L damcnntonies
that the holder is in favour with the Mutasarrif and wi e Bag

Authorities.

Kinship Structure

i 1 political
ve here sketched out the superficia _polit
atructurewgilzhi Ezm:unity the real nature of the relationship between
the various Aghas and their followers can only be understood in terms

of kinship.

The essentially conditional natu?e_of the Aghas' authority was
only vaguely understood by the earlier Brltlsh.kdministrgtor:. thﬂiy
for instance remarks (p. 67) "The Aghas are very oppress v;a Z g r
tenants, more especially where the GoYernment'xs closeta?b nd and can
assert its authority. In the mountain districts the tri esmin :;3
exceedingly poor, they have little to fear from the Fovernﬁinf, 8
their chief finds it difficult to coerce them. A r}val (s ethwng
probably soon appear if he did". inT:is i;a?e:sn;iziéngihgztcOv:rnzzzi

from examples e Afric 1d, :
:i;gzi{ ?gil"iﬂgwghief“ freqﬁently gives that indiv1dua% a tyrannlial
authority quite foreign to the ordinary tribal system o ﬁgvein?inw,rs
but it does not explain the Agha's normal relationship to his followers.

Marriage of Commoners

As we have seen already the taifa is essentially a

patrilineal clan. It is moreover largely endogamous by virtue ?f the
system of ortho-cousin marriage common to most Mohammedan socleties,

Reference to the tables of Kinship Terminology at the end of this book
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will show that the various cousins are known by the following terms

Father's Brother's children - amoga

Father's Sister's children - purrza
llother's Brother's children - khaloza
Mother's Sister's children - purrza

&r as all members of Ego's own tira are
concerned.  Thus to quote an Amin i Naupurdan considers
himself amoza to Sheikh Mohammad 1 Walash,

Hamid Amin iz actually
great-great—grandson of Mir Mahmal Agha and Sheikh Mohammad is great—
grandson of the same man, Again I was tolg of the Dizai tribe, & grovp
widely scattered in Area C ¢

hat "they all call one another amoza" -
(implying that they were all one tira)

According to

1st Amoza

2nd Purrza (Father's sister's
3rd Ehaloza

4th Purrza (Mother's sigtep:

Ty informants the order of preferred marriages 18!~

daughter)

s daughter)

This statement Seems consistent with
Mohammadan areas (See Seligman B.Z,

check the frequency of particular types of marriage. It should be
noted that Father's Brother's Daughter (amoza) and Mother's Sister's

Daughter (purrza) may frequently be the same individual, and similarly
Mother's Brother's

Daughter (Ehaloza) may coincide with Father's
sister's Daughter (purrza).  Amoza and khaloza could however only
coincide if both were used in a classificatory sense. I did not
actually encounter any classificatory use of the term khaloza and this
Probably refers oaly to the immediate chilipen of the mother's
brother (khalo), It would appear that until very recently not only was

Preferred norm, it was also a definite
right. Hay (p. T2 ) even records the gruesome murder of a girl who
refused to abide by this Tuling. Today though marriage restrictions

are to some extent relaxed it is probable that the great majority of
commoners still take their wives from wi

irom within the patrilineal group.
There is in fact very little choice in the matter. 1In the Balik
country at any rate the proportion of 'strangers' - e.g. Jews, Assyrian
Christians, traders, Kurds from other tribes and so forth, 1s very
small; nearly everyone within the group belongs to one of the three
Patrilineal clans. These clans moreover are themselves more or less

segregated each by itself. Within any single gund nearly everyone i8
of the same clan as the Agha.

the customs recorded for other
Op.cit 268 ) but I was unable to
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i which maintains ortho-cousin
! In the ideal, t:euiéﬁdi}"-:: :31.:13;0 change her place of residence
= e nﬁ;trm:y be termed a "fratrilocal" group. Brotgers
on marriage forms w or even share the same house. They_frequen Yy i
e close naighbour: jointly, perhaps even in cooperatlon_with the:l-;‘
work their landholdings of ortho-cousins clearly serves to simplify an
cousins. The marrlag:ticn- Moreover in such a case the Wwide-price,
Perpetuate such ?OZEe:mount - and the Kurds ar'e keen to flatter thiir
w@atever its nomin that they have paid a quite fabulous price fgr e?,
g asse?tlng t but a sort of book entry, a transfer o asa? s
= iz in prgcticgaﬁg :tnihe left. Even where the mg;iiag:t:o father's
ﬁ:ﬂ?hzﬁ?arﬁiﬂghter does not take place, ;Egrzwisviziagea- i.zTga
tendency for a man to marry & flii gzgyno other reason than that the
classificatory "gr§?°;§§u$;2riages and he has an obvious intere::nézf
Agha-must i losely unified as possible. Besides, a H
keeping the group as 516 normally have comparitively few ?pportun t'fi
the commoner :izsso:obargaining for a girl from another v:ii:gﬁ;ng 1
iiﬁ:i;giram::rl Ef another clan or tribe. Star:}tgga;zmare AT
elo ts do take place, but they are the axcep For the commoner
oy and bloody trail of vengeance. 11 maintatned
followed by a Iongf marriage within the taifa is fairly well ma .
R B otz BE. e wond L1l probably heve
i: e :an::equences for the Balik in the near futuie;t =,
pirtan tgibesman can now much more readily make conta
g{ﬁe??h&n his own immediate kinsfolk.

Marriage of Aghas

riage arramgements
however only to the mar e
i i:;ifgi:g(iﬁﬁiizg). Quite different arﬁ the zﬁnizzlons
:ﬁaiémmoﬁiz the marriage of the son of en Agha. . szgzgiddivorce
i%ov man to have four wives at a time, and to eba =
sizly by the pronouncenent of the word talsq i e i
5 % cely any of the commoners among the By
Ry N yd olygyny is the almost exclusive preroga ngedloi
Igﬁn e ;iie;asgiage to father's brother's da;ghte: szizezthgraitzmsy
e f cattle, implements
and concentrate the inheritance o ; - cuil, B FEBA iEbaua
' ent within the economic wo Fing o il
;f 'cgpi:al de%giiﬁoid friction over the inheritance gi tena:;iczlggn
Bgtszhg kggg is not swayed by considerations ?f i?hiii :ﬂ:?1nh1n iend
the limited sense already described, he 'owns a;ﬂe‘QSr;iEE;J_;E
anyway and there is no question of split?ing up : gt AP
'death? His aim rather is to gain prestige and :vgfakgias Aok
S T T ot s thereiii: s t?:tﬁ::rizizr the style of the
ical ances, :
tak:ltggrizrm :fogoii;iaeval Europe. Sheikh Mohammad Ag:z og ::iaig
;gi instanc:fewho in the course of a long life has had 9 ag:eor
surviving children, appears to be related either by marri
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throu t

tribafh ::fim?rrlage of his sons to nearly every important leader,

Aghas are coﬁiﬁii’°? townsman, within fifty miles radius. More hus

while the rest of :;ty one or two alliances with neighbouring notables:

own communit ¥ eir offspring are married off to members of theirf
¥s thus further strengthening the bonds of kinship betwaazﬁ

the Agha and his foll ;
this in greater detaig?era. It is interesting to exemine the effect

Sheikh Mohammad of Walash was one of 9 surviving brothers; he

himself has had ni . 1
daughters ne wives and has six surviving sons, and sev

eral

Mir Hemid Amin of Dergala ha h
gala has had 6 wives of whiC
there survive 9 sons and § daughters. sufl €4 onildren

If we consider the male side of
the tree onl it that 09
averig? reproduction rate of a 'princely' Asg; ia :?uiieagﬁgii of 8
:gizi:;nﬁgsons. If we assume that the total population of the Villages
ry roughly stationary we must reach the conclusion that the

ziiecziVﬁ birthrate is very heavily loaded in favour of the Aghas. The
ect of this would seem to be that in many of the smaller villages the
ite

Agha is not only of the same
clan as nearly everyone but actually Y
iiiiiii related to about halt the population, I was unable to make
— : census of a village but my observations at *Walash were I 10t
nably accurate, and tend to confirm this ealculation.

There appeared to be twelve separate households, of which fou¥
::zr:czzzn;agrior hed ?he Agha's fortress and the estahliahments of his
have Tex 30: bh.marrled sons and of a brother. (The two eldest 80m°
o o ;hIISbEd as Aghas in their own right over neighbouring
Mo P2 e population I estimated at ninety, in the proportio?
o] e men, thirty women, thirty five children. The Aghas hous®
childrppearad to consist of about twenty persors including his youngeé®

en and personal servants; while the households of his married
sons and his brother contained about eight persons each. In this cas®
therefore quite half the population of the gund was in immediate
kinship or economic relationship with the Agha. The case may be
exceptional, but serves to explain why a rental of 50% of the yiel
the land does not in practice prove entirely extortionate.

Comparison of these observations and those of Hay

" The foregoing account shoes the interrelationship of the
political and kinship organisation among the Balik Kurds. As &
commentary upon sociological method it is interesting to note what

a of

*This village would appear to be fairly average so far as size is
concerned, though centres such as Dergala and Merga are vastly larger:
Walash however is in some respects the private fortress of Sheikh
Mohammad and its kinship organisation may not be typical.
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happens when the same empirical facts are considered without an
adequate appreciation of the sociological significance of kinship. The
following quotations illustrate the position of the Agha as understood

by Hay.
The first is reasonable enough:-

(p. 65) A tribe is a commnity or federation of commnities which
exists for the protection of its members against external
aggression and for the maintenance of the old racial customs
and standards of life. Some tribes have no recognised

chiefs some have many.

The second is more hypothetical:-

(p. 65/66) The position of the chief varies greatly in different
tribes. In the remoter mountains, though grented the most
ungrudging obedience, he is distinctly one of the tribesmen,
the leading member of a family which has won its headship
through military prowess.  Lower down he often belongs to an
entirely separate caste, and comes from a different stock to
the tribesmen. The large tribes are divided into sections,
and in different tribes we find many sections with the same
names. This points to the fact that the sections represent
the original owners of the soil, while the present chiefs
belong to powerful families who have invaded their domains
and siezed their lands. This is notably the case with the
Dizai where nearly all the land belongs to one powerful
family, against which a few old tribal Aghas and headmen

gtill maintain an unequal struggle. Here the chief is a
landlord, and the system that prevails is feudal rather than

tribal.

The statement that in the foothill and plains area the Aghas
are frequently of different stock to their villagers is valid end has
already been commented upon in Chapter 1. The idea that the taifas
"represent the original owners of the soil", while the paramount tribal
Aghas are conquering overlords is mere fantasy; while as for the Dizai
the facts seem to be that the tribe itself is "all one femily" (taifa)
while the land is mostly held by town dwelling landlords who have no
kinship affiliations with the Dizai at all. Vhile this lineage
distinction between Agha and tenant is valid for the plains area, it
does not apply to the tribal districts. The following for instance is

quite absurb:-

(HBay, p. 42 ) In the bigger tribes the Aghas, whose families have
for many generations been entirely disassociated from manual
labour, are of a far finer type than the peasants.
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Points of Analysis calling for Further Study

The foregoing analysis has thrown emphasis on the fact that the
Agha is of the same kinship group as the majority of his followers and
very closely related to many of them. It was interesting to note that
in conversation Mir Hamid Amin of Dergala differentiated between "Khezm
khoimana" (my relatives) and "kurmanj" (peasantry), but I doubt whether
there is any precise dividing line between the two classifications. I
noted that he included in the former term at least some of his second
cousins. The practical distinction seemed to be that his khezm were
allowed to sit in his guest house by right while the kurmanj could only
do so by special invitation. Linguisticelly there appeared to be a
confusion between the terms kurmanj and muskeyn both of which were
translated to me as arabic fellahin (peasant). In this area however
there is considerable overlapping between the two Kurdish dialects of
Kirmenji and Kurdi and the confusion is probably only due to my

linguistic incompetence.

res further examination is the precise
We have seen that from the point of

view of political organisation each gund has at any time one, and only
one, Agha, in the sense of landlord. The succession however does not
necessarily follow the rule of primogeniture. As it happens both
Sheikh Mohammad Agha of Walash and Ali Agha of Rayat have living with
them in the seme village brothers who are older than themselves. In
the former case the elder brother leads a retired life and takes no
part in village affairs; in the latter Abdullah Agha who lives in Ali
Agha's house in Rayat throughout the winter moves off into the moun-
tains in the summer with the sheep and goats and a few of the villagers
and establishes his own hoba (settlement of black ténts).  But though
Abdullah is the elder brother there is never any suggestion that anyone
but Ali Agha is head of the group. On.the other hand though the Agha
of Rayat is quite definitely Ali Agha the title is much more widely
distributed as & form of address. Thus in Rayat the old chief Ali,
his brother, his two nephew's Kherim and Ali and presumably his adult
son also (who was away during my visit) are all given the title Agha in
ordinary speech. And this seems to be the normal usage, thus Hamid
Amin's brother in Naupurdan is known as Rasul Agha though he does not
function as a landlord, and Sheikh Mohammad Agha's four eldest sons all
carry the title. What is not clear is how the title is inherited as
the lineage spreads, for instance will the sons of Kharim, who will in
their time presumably be second cousins of the reigning Agha of Rayat

also cerry the title? Probably there is no definite rule.

Another point that requi
inheritance of the title Agha.

In the remainder of this book where I refer to the Agha or the
Aghas of a particular group I shall imply only those individuals who
fulfil the sociological function of the Agha, and not any sons or near
relatives who happen to bear the same title.  The sociological
function of the gund Agha can be quite clearly defined. He is the
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groups such as the Shevdini who spend their summer
in black tents the 'Guest House' is a portion of the Aghas tent
specially partitioned off for the purpose. This corresponds to Arab
bedouin usage. The Agha himself spends mich of his day in and about
the Guest House end directly supervises the ordering of the meals which

he suitably adjusts according to the dignity of his visitor. The
actual preparation of the meals is in the hands of the womenfolk, but

properly speaking these should never themselves appear in the Guest
House, If the visitor has any social eminence the Agha will ei ther

sleep in the Guest House himself as a kind of protection, or else
depute one of his sons to do so.

Among semi-nomadic

so much the description of the

But what concerns us here is not
omic and social significance.

Guest House as such, but rather ite econ

is free and theoretically unlimited,
low rank who overstayed his welcome
would soon be made conscious of the fact. For those of higher status
custom dictates that the visitor should offer his host a substantial
gift immediately after the preliminary introductions. I have no
information as to the scale of such presents in normal Kurdish usage.
In my own case since I was anxious to establish my good name with all
concerned, both gifts and hospitality received were_proba?ly on an
exaggerated scale. I had to rely upon the advice of my 1nFerpreter
for the quality and quantity of the goods I offered. In kind they
included sugar, tea, coffee, cloth, matches, soap and c%garette paper,
much the most important item being sugar. The quantiyles varied
according to the length of my intended stay and the eminence of my
host. Thus Sheikh Mohammad of Walash received proportionately more
than his nominal vassal Hamid Amin of Naupurdan. On average my board
and lodging together with that of my interpreter cost me a sack of

sugar (36 Kilos) a week.

The hospitality offered
but in practice any individual of

The Expenditure of the Agha

The procedure raises the interesting question as to whether or
not it is profitable to run a Guest House. From the Kurdish view-
point.the Guest House represenis an enormous drain upon the Agha's
resources, but this attitude is to be expected since the more the Agha
can persuade his neighbours that he is being made bankrupt by the
lavishness of his hospitality the greater will be his reputation.
Sheikh Mohammad Aghe of walash for instance was particularly ingistent
that his Guest House was bringing him to the edge of ruin, and I
questioned him closely on the matter. I noted that while he included
under Guest House expenditure a variety of items that were. purely
personalj in reckoning income he took no account at all of gifts
received. To take an example he complained that for the upkeep of
his Guest House he was having to feed thirty people and kill at least
a kid a day. On trying to discover how he had arrived at this figure
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not be underestimated. The consumption of sugar, tea and coffee is to
a large extent confined to the Guest House and it is important to
recognise that these are the principle items of ordinary consumption
that have to be paid for in cash. *In the simple foods, wheat, rice,
meat, fruits, etc. each small commnity can be largely self supporting;
it is only the luxury foodstuffs associated with the Guest House which
have to be paid for in cash. The effect of this upon the general

economic organisation will be discussed presently.

Meanwhile it should be noted again how closely linked from the
Kurdish viewpoint is the upkeep of the Guest House and the upkeep of the
Aghas household in general. This attitude is not so inconsistent as at
first appears. Although the womenfolk never appear in the Guest House,
it is they who do all the work connected with it. It is the women who
milk the goats and prepare the mast (a milk product similar to yaghourt),
it is the women who make the bread and do all the cooking - and all this
is work for several pairs of hands. In the commeoner's house one wife
alone can readily enough accomplish all the work required of her, btut
the hospitality undertaken by an Agha in his Guest House involves the
work of a number of women, and this is consistent with the fact that the
Agha's household is normally the only polygynous group in the community.

A further point to be noted in this connection is that not only
does the Agha's household include an abnormal proportion of women, but
that the upkeep of these women is much more expensive than the average.

In the Balik area nearly all the males have their clothes made from

locally woven cloth; even the Aghas and their sons, though employing
better quality materials than the commoner, stick mainly to Kurdish
cloth and eschew the fancy clothing adopted by townmsfolk and the Aghas
of the plain. This appears to be due to their severely puritan tastes
rather than to economic necessity. A nephew of the Agha of Ragyat was
Seen wearing a suit of ordinary Kurdish style but made of obviously
expensive imported cloth in plain bright colours, -~ this was much
admired; btut at the same time a trader from Rowanduz, who was wearing a
rig out of the cheap gaudily striped Japanese cloth typical of Near
Eastern Bazaars, was held up to ridicule as & man of no taste. Anyway,
as the conventions are at present, neither the commoner nor the Agha
incurs much cash expenditure in connection with his own clothes; but
for the womenfolk it is different. In the old days they too were well
satisfied with the simple cloths produced on the local looms, but now
more and more they are becoming eager for "frills and furbelows" -
Japanese cotton prints for the commoners, Indian silks for the wives of
Aghas. In part this is the inevitable result of the greater
facilities for trading contact brought about by 'pacification' and the
building of the rosd, but the tendency was undoubtedly accelerated by

* The more important Aghas often import extra supplies of rice so
as to avoid giving-their guests the inferior rice substitute saua (see

later),
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in olden times, and that the economy of the village will not stand the

strain.

luch point is lent to this by the fact that Ali Agha of Rayat
(head of the Shevdini), who being a nominal subordinate of Sheikh
Mohammad received no Government subsidy, has remained a simple tribes-
man with few tendencies towards sophistication. Moreover, far from
lamenting the new order he seems to find the present times extremely
prosperous and is eagerly pressing his claims with the Government to
have the Shevdini land registered in his own name, SO that he can
establish his people's cleim to be an ashiret in their own right
instead of merely a taifa of the Balik. It seems significant too that
the Shevdini, who alone have never had to undergo the economic shock of
temporary Government support, appear to be today much the most
integrated group in the sociolegical sense.

One further generalisation emerges from this analysis. We
noted earlier that of the food consumed by the village, the only items
that must be purchased by cash are sugar, tea, coffee and in some
cases rice. We noted further that practically the whole of this
expenditure was incurred by the Agha in connection with the maintenance
of the Guest House and his own household.  Now from our analysis of
other forms of cash expenditure we see that these too fall almost
exclusively on the Agha rather than the commoner. The Agha's
expenditure thus differs from that of the commoner not only in volume
but also very largely in kind. This distortion has important

bearings for our further analysis.

Economic Balance of the Village Community

Of the various village groups in the area here described it is
scarcely possible to select any single commnity as typical, so far as
agricultural production is concerned. while all the groups are
interested in approximately the same Trange of products, what might be
called the 'emphasis of production' varies considerably. One village
may specialise in fruit growing, another in wheat, another in tobacco
and so on. This differentiation arises partly from geographical
considerations - such as altitude, water supply, soil fertility - and
partly from the conservative prejudices of the Aghas concerned. Owing
to the imcreased trading contacts opened up since the coming of the
road, and the need to satisfy newly developed wants for imported
"luxury" goods the whole structure of the economic organisation of
these hill people is undergoing very rapid change and readjustment.
The individual variations as between different villages at the present
time depend in the main upon the degree to which this readjustment to
changed external circumstances has already taken place. It should be
borne in mind therefore that the synthetic account of this process of
change in the following few pages, though valid in general terms if
applied to the district as a whole, is not necessarily applicable to
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is roughly speaking ell the.arable land that can be effectively
irrigated; - its extent being limited both by the configuration of the
land and the available water supply. Here immediately there are
complications. The irrigation system as at present arranged may seTve

& number of purposes

1. Irrigation of rice cultivation - which in most villages
appear to be a personal plot pertaining to the Agha alone
and not a tenant's holding in the ordinary sense.

2. Periodic irrigation of the vegetable gardens. In any re-

organisation this would have to be maintained.

3, Periodic irrigation of existing tobacco areas.

4. In some villages (e.g. Dergala) for driving the mill, which
is owned either by the Agha himself or a near relative.

such a system would affect a number of
different individuals whose immediate interests may be directly
conflicting. The Agha for instance is hardly likely to abandon his
rice plot which is his personal property merely to prov%de his tenants
with more water to grow tobacco; but on the other hand if he reserves
the whole of the tobacco cultivation for himself the tenants whose land
is interfered with will have a justifiable grievance. It might well
be found in fact that in any particular village the rearrangement of
the water supply so as to provide a greater tobacco acreage would in
practice involve a completely new allocation of land holdings to all
the inhabitants, a reform which would certainly be very difficult to
carry out. It may be significant that at Batas where such a re-
organisation of cultivation has in fact been trought about the
Assyrian tenants were new arrivals in the district and there was no old
established system of tenancy rights supported by an ancestral

tradition.

Any reorganisation of

+ is the problem of "marginal"

A further question of interes
ion, somewhat similar to

land. It is true that the land configurat
that of the Alpine villages of the Bernese Oberland, sets a definite
limit to the area that can be cultivated, but on the other hand there
seem to be a number of small marginal areas, at present under scrub,
which might be brought into cultivation if the available water were
more efficiently utilised and the cash incentive were sufficient to
repay the extra labour involved. The 'rights' over such uncleared

land rest at present exclusively with the Agha.

Labour. The labour available is the labour of the tenant
occupiers and their families; it would seem that the substitution of
tobacco for cereals would affect the balance rather than the volume of
work required. Under the present system the wheat harvest comes in
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character; it was alleged that he corrupted the villagers with alcohol
and gambling and attempted to seduce their daughters, in particular the
Mulla's daughter, in fact he was altogether a scoundrel. In due course
he was found in the high road with two bullets through his body. The
police took action. Two harmless looking nomads from another tribe
were brought before the courts and on the basis of somewhat elaborate
circumstantial evidence convicted of murder. Sentence however was
never carried out since the '"criminals" curiously disappeared a few

days after the trial. Whatever was the truth of this matter, local
rumour had no doubts on the subject. The bullet wounds, the arrest and
conviction of the nomads were all a frame up by the police, who had the
sense not to fish in troubled waters. The mu:dere@ man had really died
of strangulation - hanged in the Guest House of Sheikh Mohammad, Agha of

Walash and chief of the Balik.

This story was told me by Hamid Amin of Naupurden who was always
eager to cast a slur on his cousin Sheikh Mohammad. It appeared
however to have some general currency since, when I was discussing the
misdemeanours of the local schoolmaster with the Agha of Rayat, he
referred to the Walash story. "These small Government servants! What

do you expect? They're all scoundrels™.

Whether the story is true or not is irrelevant, its effect among
the Balik is the same-as if it had been true. Even though Sheikh
Mohammad's prestige is not so great as farmerly, the fact, or even the
rumour, that he had to hang his first and only agricultural adviser is a
sufficient deterrent for any lesser Aghas who may be contemplating
agricultural reform within their own commmnities. This example brings
out well how a problem which on the surfece is purely economic may in .
practice be effected by a maze of seemingly irrelevant considerations in

the field of ethics, tribal law, politics and religion.

To sum up then. We have seen how the necessity for developing
an export trade implies the necessity for increasing the tobacco
acreage at the expense of cereal acreage, and I have tried to'analyse
out the forces of resistance which serve to pre?ent any immediate
response to this incentive. Nevertheless the incentive is clearly very
great. I was told for instance in Batas that whereas in the old days
the crops of the entire village had been worth barely £50 in cash, the
tobaceo sales in 1937 alone totalled £2,500. I belzev? tharefo?e that
in the hills also some radical alteration in the emphasis of agriculture

must take place in the near future.

But it must be recognised that any such devel opment must bring
about fundamental changes both in the ideology of the people and of
their social organisation. As things are, the hill count?y farger sets
out first of all to grow gsufficient food for himself and his family.

Only when he is assured of that does he turn his attention to the
Pty i In short he aims at

cultivation of luxury products such as tobacco.
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. N traders, - it is hard to jud{-;el which is the
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CHAPTER 4

The Relevance of Technology in a Social Study

The earlier type of ethnographic monograph which sought only to
record as historical facts the manners and customs of peculiar peoples
was painstakingly elaborate in its deseription of technological detail.
In contrast to this many of the latest anthropological works with their
wholehearted sociological emphasis have ignored technological detail
altogether. In a science that seeks to establish general laws for
human behaviour it is desirable in the first place to emphasise the
similarities rather than the peculiarities of different cultures, and
from this point of view the demonstration of general sociological and
economic principles is of greater importance than the cautious
elaboration of the local variants of & particular technigue.
theless the techniques of & people are not merely of historical
significance. They too heve a flexibility depending upon their

immediate function.

Never-

Social anthropologists tacitly admit the existence of some
inter-relationship between the social forms of a culture and its
visible material aspects, but the nature of this relationship is seldom
specifically examined. The interest tends to be so exclusively on the
abstract concept of social structure, that the co-existence of a
formal material structure is sometimes forgotten. But the social form
and the material form are surely equally significant aspects of human
adjustment to the given facts of climate and environment?  The
tendency in the past has been to use material fucts merely as a rigid
stage upon which to demonstrate the interlocking unity of social norms.
For my part I have purposely left all material description to the last
since by so doing it is more easy to demonstrate the close correlation
that exists between the social and the meterial norms and to show that
variation in .the one implies immediate and interdependent variation in
the other. The recognition of this correlation is especially
important where the situation is one of culture change. In so far as
the Anthropologist's aim becomes one of predicting the trend and
development of change, his method must be to detect and evaluate the
forces of conservatism and resistance in different aspects of the
culture as he sees it. It is part of my argument that any such
evaluation based on a consideration of social trends alone is
necessarily distorted. In some cases it is true, social forces must
be treated as of paramount importance, but in others it is technical
factors which provide the ultimate determining factor as to which
direction a new social development will take. Conservatiasm in its
final analysis is a highly complex amalgam of social obligations,
psychological reluctance, and actual technical inability to effect
change, A direct correlation between the social and the material
aspects of a Kurdish hill village should therefore be of interest.
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Land Scarcity, House Construction and Kinghip
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ain door faces actice varies.

plan, As a rule thee:iately below but this P;ud plaster about two feet
roof of the house imu gh cut stone set in ate sun-dried mud br?ck for
Set-be, e neEaLASH rggndency is to 3ub3t1tu3tories high but this is
thick, but the modern Some houses are iwo is reached by an outside
the stone and PlaSter.h cases the upper 3‘°r?§ wall but, except in the
rather unusualj in a:fve windows in the outsit:rs The fire is set in
ladder, 411 rooms :re very rerely any shu r smoke vent in the roof
Agha's houses, ?harehere is sometimes a prope through the window.  The
a small floor pit; ¢ only escape for smoke ;:rds the frontj th§ main
but more usually the downwards slightly to hill contours, while over
roof is flet, sloping tally, parallel to the bout the thickness of pea-
Toof beams run h°rlz°?a er?éf thin btranches Bloznches thick of a

them is laid a thick ya top dressing severa dry weather this sets
8ticks. This is givenasheﬁ and rubble. iﬂt it is not a true cement.
bann e I 8 purfootly rigid Foot be kept constantly rolled if
hard and provides ka oes soft and must £ & Kurdish house are
Under rain, it q“i°.d?dg The furnishings o gils are the chief items.
Saaky Gee Go e AYUIESC jety of cooking uten sists of felt quilts,
extremely meagre. A.:Ezr a table. Bedélﬁgtggndaytime these are
There is geldonm a Chaland blankets. Durlnéw . It may be mentioned
e & e popbed. G B A e beams. a
rolled up in a c;rggle'parts of the h°use::h are hard to obtain, an o
SIAD ke monk vaiu timber of adequate lenétantial. I1f for any Treaso
Straight baulks of thing really subs ismantles the roof ?f his
only Aghas can gffordhzgid a new house, he i se A village site that
a peasant decides ;0 materials for his new di:tely . Commonlgcrub. "
gail Pl oL SN - ehns reverts almost imme are chiefly defined by the
has been abandoned this type of architecture d in the houses of the
The limitations of ?als This is demcn§tratefirements such as wooden
datiatensy of mateglsheikhs where by adding rzly.comfortable houses
weal thier Aghas'ag ws and hinged doors extrerylar to that of the
floors, glass w;n ; a design essentially ai?: up of the general

can be created TO house. With any level -fications of the peasant
S IEEY s - ? the community similar m9dﬁ is nowadays a specialist
EERNHIRES Rt 1so be expected. Bulldl:ﬁe tovm, the client
architecture may & sually called in from town experts is probably
craft; an exper?t is'gla The employment of od of stone and plaster
supplying the mazgrladoﬁtion of mudbrick instea

correlated with the

noted above.
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unlikely that there will be any serious modification of the existing
type of plough, at any rate in the hill couniry.

Threshing

ple use no instrument at all; the

For threshing the hill peo
round on the piled straw until the

cattle are merely walked round and
whole is reduced to & fine chaff and the straw then winnowed with a

fork in a light wind (see photcgraphs}. The process of threshing
takes an immense time, often lasting from July to late October; any
drastic change in the economic programme of the village — such as a
switeh over from rice to tobacco — must as I have shown be dependent on
the extent to which this process of threshing can be speeded up.

A circumstance that I find very puzzling is thet throughout the
riains area, - where the wheat harvest is very large — use is made of a
relatively advenced 'threshing machine'. This consists of a horse
drawn sled (see photograph) to the underside of which is attached a
rotating set of metal blades for mincing up the chaff., The apparatus
is very simple and not, one would have thought, unduly expensive. But
the curious fact remains that this device is not found in the hill
country around Rowanduz at all, though its advantages must be well

known to all.

The only explanation I could get was that in the hill country
the wheat producticn was not great enough to make the more efficient
method worth while; the argument seemed to be that as long as the
threehing got finished before the rains came in November it was good
enough. Whatever the reel reason it seems likely that there must be
some modification of existing threshing methods if there is ever any
radical extension of the tobacco cultivation.

Land Utilisation

out of the cultivation is primarily determined
Rice, tobacco, fruit

their position being

The actual lay-
by the topography of each individual village.
and vegetable cultivations are permanently sited,
determined by the lay-out of the irrigation system. The wheat on the
other hand is worked on a two year cycle as noted already. The
diagram map shows roughly the lay-out of cultivation in Walash at the
time of my visit. It will be noted that all the fallow lies on one
side of the stream and all the (1938) wheat crop on the other.

Nothing corresponding to this neat symmetry could be observed in the
other villages I visited. It emphasises the fact however that the
holdings of individual cultivators are not necessarily all in one
place; - in Walash obviously each working group must have approxi-
mately an equal area of land on either side of the stream. I thought
at first that there might be some system of reallotting land to
different individual cultivators in successive years but my informants
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CHAPTER 5

Warfare

Under present conditions large scale warlike activities on the
part of the tribes are a complete impossibility, bul that does not
justify us in dismissing the topic of warfare altogether as being of no
relevance to the present social situation. Historically speaking the
traditional forms of Kurdish social organisstion are associated with an
ideology of raids and counter raids, war, pillage and feud. Earlier
writers have undoubtedly greatly exaggerated the extent to which the
average Kurd in former times did in fact devote himself to nurder,
violence and loot, tut in describing this preoccupation they were,
after =11, only accepting the Kurd at his own valuation.  The Kurdish
ideal of manly behaviour does correspond very closely with the typical
English concept of a "Brigand". His folk tales are gory in the
extreme; his conversation hardly less so.  And this has relevance to
the existing situation. The Agha likes to think of himself as a
military leader rather than &s & landlord; he habitually eclasses all
his neighbours into 'friends' and 'enemies'.  The consequences of this
attitude are highly subtle and cannot be examined here, but at least
two divergent trends can be noted. On tke cne hand the sharp
antagonism between neighbouring groups is even today & force of social
cohesion; the members of the clan or the tribe are aware of their unity
largely in terms of their common enmity to some other group. On the
other hand increasing economic contacts and the constant harmonising
efforts of the Police and the Administration, in so far as they are
Successful in lessening intergroup sugpicion, do at the same time serve
to lessen the social cohesion of the groups concerned.

aiding or warfare is now impossible the

While organised r
d may be examined further.

pPrivate feud continues an

The Feud

The motif of the blood feud may be summarised by the phrase
that "a man's wrongs must be avenged by his kinsfolk and his
descendants", and we may note at onci tha?tada{stem °ft3mi11 patrilocal,
nearl s oups is peculiarly suited tc perpetuate
antagin;g:ggg?o:higrgiﬁd. The individual’s near kinfolk are also his
Near neighbours, &and since his wife's kinsfolk are probably identicel
with his own he is bound by no ties of loyalty to any group outside

the village all are bound together to resist

his own village. Within X ;
the aggressor, beyond it everyone is a potential enemy, the identity
of interest between the family and the village is complete.

Quarrels between villages may arise from a variety of causes,

chiefly economic. Water and grazing rights are a}ways ill-defined
and may lead to serious friction in times of scarcity, and this may
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mere intensjve “ecen s o
o I will
. 8nalysis is goop put o:zt of date by

-
MaMO | “AMOZHIN

KINSHIP TERMS

TABLE T, FATHER'S RELATIVES

d=g
BAPIR | DAPIR

]

1

AP I DALK

Mﬁﬂﬂlﬂ!ﬁﬂd'T gMR

o d=g dong d=g o‘a!n?
AMOZ A BRA BAAZHIN EGO MERD | KHUSHK | TkHUSHK PURRZA
]
d'on g 5-9 JT'! d on g
PRATS KURA ’ BUx Zawa | "RICH MWHUSHKAZA
dong d
HAWA (Wawa #)
TABLE IT MOTHERS RELATIVES
BAPIR _TQ DAPIR
é’-g d'—n!l
KHALOD (121 1 DAEK 7} PURR
dong dong Song
KHALOZA EGO PURRZA
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oy i
anguage spoken in the Rowanduz area has m¥

ons
t containg far fewer Arabic importati ow 8
does modern Persian,

nd

In both la.nguages the kinship ter;tgas
of o~European apg Semitic roots put there is no ¢
coz‘reapondence. Thu.

Rurdiah Persian mbic
Grandfga ther bepir Jadd jid
Father bap pidar abu
Mother daek madar -
Uncle gpatemal) mamo ‘anm ' amm
" maternal ) khalo khal
Brother

of sister') are merelire
band', or whether they
'"brother in law'.
&ns 'brige!

e 'bridegroom"
Fawa - 'grandechilg
of 'descendants'.

Y ortho-cougin marriage, 'moth"’f;ze
brother! Ray frequently pe’ married to 'father's sister', so that
: %Za' may also be Dembers of Ego'g

o' tira, A
Table 5. gy = errgr and merd - thygyenar - mean literally simp
'woman' ang 'man* respectively,

It is not clear how any of these tap]eg 8re affected in a
S8ituation of Polygmy. Thus Jelal Beg, edghth 80n of the Mir of R
Dergalg told me that he had only one brother - 1.e. by his own mot he
H » But if he wanted to

hus daex Patim ~ 'pother Fatima'.
do not know whether any distingty i

N uncles who are
€ who arg only half brothers.

TG
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The Kurdish Loom

framewor) thug allowin
Taken in Conjunctiop with

ith the Photographs (unf ortunately e O
blurreq owing o Overexposure) the

or
dlagrans opposite should be m
less selr explanatory.

He operates :;:
b meang of 8 treadle and works
S handg

e
larger sca)e in the Subsidiary figures to th
right of the diagram, r Tes A.B.C,D. are as

* As can be seen it ¢&
€ comb of the reed is not rigidly
ame but rung freely in grooved slots

he dotteq lines, This Prevents the warp being

Tails to pull the sley quite

inisheq cloth immediately behind t?e
shed is kept taut vy the devige shown Fig.B. 1 gp unaware O jon
It can be seen in POSi:a

consists of two pieces of W°°d’the
ond, joineq together with gtring at be
€ length of 4, 8tring the two pieces can
made to.fom a rigid bap of en

: The diagram shows the

hig device,

Note from figure 1 that
> 8re double, the ogq threads passing
of leasheg oh the rocker amg the even
I diq not obtain Precise
.leash 8irings are knotted ang leoped,

*H. Ling Roth - Studies in Primitiv, Looms

67

t beam
ctioned breas
1lled on the it #iks Into o ;f f°‘;§
finished cloth is roLie © g ] o be eiimted
T?: is held in pos is hooked “na:d H and J canHt ;ave Ayt

l(:f)%;s iJT:LhthE sides of iemi]:g freed a;‘oi'con.‘fenience F;git;oned on the

G the ro d that they are p
adjust the warp uld be note 2 though
at will, It sho

in Fig. the plan.

11 as 1n ted in h is
shown in Fig.l as ':1de as indica the front one of wkiﬁt
eSbnn gt has rs (1aze rods)’held down by the ::ig the

re three spreade This last is slipping fﬂrwar: ut this
"ot the raddle beas oets aprea::‘;ing- on K. Witho
v ] .
Sl tn fhes i1 veats e werp ommcing’ oL £ 1
own and pre d requ TR
heddle mechanism ders woul top face 8 3
R the aders
[ e i LRy B B e e
K is the sam
beam e8
The raddle

urrence
t. Its occ
3 it serv d spread ou
keop the threads in place ~° 975V, o

a igns.
that of keefingrzzgt:vzploom design
is unusual in p
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— DIAGRAMS _TO

SHOW _WORKING —

— PRINCIPLE _OF A KURDISH MILL —

— APPROX. SCALE.
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The EKurdigh Vater Mi1] - Hill Country, Turbine Type

The diagrams OPposite should be read
photographs atlthe end,

over the R uZ area (Hap
diatribution, it 18 not foung however in the Plains districts where 8"
entirely different ¢ I have so far
escription of any similar mill elsewhere.

soen Lo 8DOUL 20 feet. At the bottom of ths Tl o
through a horizontal Jet L, the aperture of w

d from the floor of the mill-
he water plays onto a turbine rotor of wooden

VY Stone boss F. These blades are set slightly an,
the skew ang have a portion of the upper face cut away to provide & cﬂie
nt of the skew can be judged from photograph No.15 where a sp2
rotor block can be seen on the left of tre Picture. fThere is no botto?®

‘o This latter passes through a hole in the
lower millstone D, (which is fi

xed rigid in the 8urrounding masonry)
is slotted into the upper rotating millstone ¢, I did not see the
LPParatus diesmantled so I ag uncertain as to the precise method of

ing into the rotor stoneg F and C or of the form of the
bearing where the upper end of the shafting

BPins on the fixed stone D*
The corn feed mechanism is best understood fyrop the Photograph. The
COrn passes from the bin A, into the dripfeed B, The dripfeed is
attached to the device Q which ig Joggled by the rotation of the mill-

to
is causes the feed B to vibrate and drop the corn ins in
the central hole of the millatone. P ° e

The rate of Teed 18 adjusted by
varying the incline of the feed B. The 8creen P ig erectagugouhd the
back and sides of the millstone g0 ag to prevent the flour flying out i#
all directions,

ion refers to the diagrams only
L, the screen P and ;iso
ra the .

should be understood that the lower atogg D 13?::: 21;;3 iﬁi:;:dsr°“nd'
while the rotor mechanism FG S freely in g cavernous space under-

. ground.  In Pig,3 the rotor and jet setting ig oversimplified, and the
skew setting of the rotor blades ignored, The jet L is actually
slightly above the rotor blade of the water flow
8lightly downwards. The blades are thus struck in the centre at an
incline of about 30 degrees rather than at the epg
diagrams would seem to indicate, In actual operation the machine works®
remarkably smoothly at slow'npaeds, but ag might pe expected a violent
vibration devlops if any attempt §q mad
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5.

6.

T.

8.

9.
10.
i
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

Plough -
Plough -

Thrahing -

Winnowing -
The travell

Loom -

List of Photographa

ate
Young Kurdish Agha; - a nephew of Ali Agha of Rey

Hemid Amin Aghs

and 2
of Naupurdan, hig elder trother,
visiting Mulla,

Typical house construction, Dergala.

Ali Agha's "Black Tentn

on
8t Rayat. The open sectl
at the near eng is the

"Guest Hous e,

A visitor takes hig meal.  The food consista of tﬁ“’“
tread (nan); rice SOUp; saua pilaw, ghee, and, 89 be
mastao (watered domm mast), Note that shoes have o bo¥
removed before 8itting dowm to eat. Note also th

of lump sugar besige the teacups in the background

Rayat Vil) age.

detail. Note ¢

tus
he simplicity with which the appars
can be dismantleq,

Hill country B8tyle; Walash Village.

Plains style, (See comments in text),

Rayat Village.

ing carpenter makes a winnowing fork.
(For comparison witp diagrams)

(mparison with diagrams; especially

n

= Rotor blades,

i
Ly

i e . -

™ s . g -

ﬁj’f, * =y

of Ali Agha
beogle. Young Kurdish Agha—a nephew
People.
of Rayat.

Naupurdan, his elder

Plate 2.
People.
brother, an

a ha of
id Amin Ag
H;r:!\risiting Filks:



Plate 5. .
Food. Girl churning mast, an operation normally carried

out at early dawn.

Plate 3,
Dwellings. Typical house construction,

Dergala.

[Batlg o
Eg;.é‘A visitor takes his meal. The food ccn;xs;ss c:fr?:;(n
bread (nan); rice soup; saud pilaw; gh:e;‘ atn R
mastao (watered-down mast). Note t aNme cHihare
been removed before sitting down to f:at.h ELA
bowl of lump sugar beside the teacups in the g

Dwellings. Ali Agha’s *'| &
section at the near end s tf]t TFSE'&::L &3);?;' Th

€ open



)
L

o 1
Plate 7.
Plough. Rayat Village,

Plate 9. .
Threshing. Hill country style; Walash Village.

Plate 8.

Plough. Detail. N
. ot . R
apparatus can be disma:tl’g:f simplicicy with which ¢he

Plate 10.
Threshing. Plains style.

(See comments in text.)



: e TR 13. ich di k
: . o flc?;?n (For comparison with diagrams.)

Plate 11,

Winnowing. Rayat Village.

Plate 14.
Loom. (For compar

ison with diagrams.)
The travelling carpenter makes 5 Winnowing fork
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T —— Sf“d"“ School of Economles Monographs on Secial Anthropology series
s ""w-«-%’ nies Editor: Charles StafTord
i o3 With oper 7 :
: ith over 70 volumes published since 1949, including classic work by Gell. Barth, Leach and Firth. the LSE Monographs now form one
from all branches of Social Anthropology the

L
Presenting scholarly work
th m.-gmphrr stdies of the contempaorary world

e s g

of th ’

i @ most prestigious series in the diseipline of Anthropelogy
- )
s continues to build on its history with baoth theorencal and €

Plate 15,

Turbine Water Mill

especially Fig. 2.)

f

Plate 16.
Turbine Water Mill.

i 4 ﬁ.c'

(FOF C
OMparisop with d;
lagramsg:

Rotor blades,

7 ; .
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