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These notes were compiled in answer toa specific auestionnaire, and were not. intended toprovide a comprehensive record of the campaign.
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T5HE OPERATIONS OF 21 ARMY GROUP

SECTION. 1 THE INITIAL LANDIG

A. THE, OBJECTIVES AND THE BROAD OUTLINE PELAN

1. The object of the operation was to secure a lodgement on
the Continent from which further offensive operations could be devel-
oped. ,Th.e intention of the Command-in-Chief was to assault
simultaneously immediately NORTH of the CARENTAN estuary, and between
the CARETTAN estuary and the River ORNE, with the object of securing
as a base for future, operations a lodgement area which would include
airfield sites .a.nd the port of CHERBOURG.

2*. In broad outline the plan was as follows:-

(a) To carry out airborne landings during the' night D minus 1/D
with one Brit and two US divs in order to protect the flanks of
the.area in which the assault divs were to land.

(b): To assault .on a five-div front with thre' Brit and two US
divs in landing ships and craft.

(c) To land two follow-up divs, one Brit and one US, later on
D day and on D plus 1.

(d) Thereafter-to build up our forces, in divs

British' United States

By D plus 4 to 6- . . „
By D plus 12 to 9 ''
By D plus 20 to 15 9
By D plus 35 to 15 15

3 . .Prior to the operation, anti E-boat and anti' U-boat
activities in the Channel and the Bay of Biscay were to be intensified,
and certain protective minelaying was to be carried out.

The Assault and Follow-up Forces were to complete their
concentration, in their assembly stations, which-extended from the
THAMES to hIPAIUTH, by D .minus 7. For the sea passage, these forces,:.
accompanied by. naval, escorts and minesweepers, were to sail from their,
assembly stations towards a general area SE of the ISLE UF WIGHT.. On.
reaching the energy mine barrier, minesvweepers were to sweep ten
passages for the. leading groups. Subsequent groups were to follow
the same channels which would be marked. about seven miles off shore
craft were to deploy for the assault, subsequently adjusting their
movements so that the first wave would beach at H hour.

4. The naval fire support plan -;as based on the neutralisation
of selected strong points by all available weapons rather than the
weight of fire being spread evenly over the whole length of beaches to
be assaulted,

AIR . ..

5. In general, the Air Forces were required to provide:-

(a) Air defence of the bases in the UK and protection of coastal
convoys and warships, and' of shipping and troop concentrations
in the assembly areas.



(b) Strategical bombing, which began so me-.months pior . theoperation, and included the treatment of certain specifiedtargets such askcoasta] de,- e ad.'attre o """" ...-
installations, etc. These were carefully co-ordinated. "'' -vwith other'.i:ethods of'deoeption: i'r or"ere t ,nislead the-'. ': ~:- i enemy, as :to..t he rcal.point: o:f. attac'k;:.- ' ; '' ; ' , "'

:

.(c) Prot ection and 'suoport .to 'tho, actual- 'assault: and -'tob the
* assault 'foraes. *.:- * ... - . s.... . :- o , e .. ., . . . .. . -,; , , ..O.. - ., " 't , ,, '

It was regarded as an essential' prere:uisi't'e of the obpeir-ationthat the fighter forces should attain and maintain an air situationwhich would ensure. freedom of action for our troops without offectiveinterference by the German ai.r force,

.T.I'I G OF T.E ' S.I T '.. .. ... .'.. .".' -: . , .: . !. . . " *TIhING UF TI:E ASSU& 1 :T

6. To ensure that the assault forces arrived on the right beaches,it .was.decided that the landings would be. made in daylight, In orderto allow a minimum period of.:30 minutes daylight for observed bombardmentbefore H hour, and to enable the maximum num.ber ,of vehicles to belanded. on the. first tide, H h our was fixed:- at aabout 12- hours afternautical twilight.

ats H hour was. ru l a ted:'both t nautical twilight and highwater, D day was dependent on the phase of the mroon. It was decidedthat. D day should be during.the full moon period in view of the airbornedrop and 5 June was the d'ay selected as affording the desired conditions.Owing to bad weather, it was postponed to 6 June. .- :.

:' !' i, ( . , .lJNm 'TEI^'ICE ':; . : . *

7. The port of CHERBUURG was to be used exclusively for themaintenance of the US forces. Maintenance of the Brit forces was tobe done through the beaches, and minor ports such as PRT EN BESSIN T78.in essential par.t. of the l dmi-nrtenance .project .was the con.struction oftwo prefabricated ports (code .word MvULBERPRY).^- - Five small havens(GOOSEBERRY) were also to be- formed prifor .-to :the develto.pment of theivULBERRES, to give sheltered water for the discharge of ferry craft.These.GOOSEBERRIES. were to be formed by, sinking ships. off the coast.

.. .: . .: On shore,- maintenance was to' be effected by:. Beach' Grodu's !..being .pleed. under assault. brigades for landing, an. dbeing co- - ':*ordinate.d .by. Beach Sub Area.HQs as early as possible, Each Beach ':Sub area .was to establish on D day a Beach Maintenance f.rea: and 'it wasfrom. ,these EBLSA.s that all :the: forces ashore were 'to be maintdined for:the .first :de-v days...:. Later, the BivLis woere to be 'a.rged.intoc arrmyRoadheads.%. . ...... : . ... :

B. ENEIMY

FORCES 'V4 LL3 .LE :..

8e o En emy dispositions in the bridgehead area were .five inf
divs on the coast, with two inf divs in the CI-ERBOURG peninsulabehind the coast defences. Ilzm1ediate reserves were 12 SS Pz Div
at LISIEUX Q 58 and 21 Pz Div at OCEN U 06.

In BRITTANY there were three para and five inf divs, with;an.o'ther inf div in. the GOTEL; ISLNDS, ' . : ...

With the exception of the tw-yo divs on. the RIGHT, all theabove inf divs were controlled by Seventh .r=ny,

.. ./altogether
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:. ,- Ailtogether,. the two ,rmy Groups controlled by C-in-C WEST
comprised a total of fifty-nine divs, (ten Pz type and forty-nine.
inf type), of which the main strength lay in the PS DE CALAIS area.

COAST BdAT TERIES

*9.: -. The greatesit weight of fire covered the approaches. to
CHERBUURG and the entrances to the SEINE. Of the 32 battery
positions capable of firing on the assault beaches, 50% were in
caslemates of reinforced concrete six feet thick.:

The approximate distribution of fire power was as
follows: -

Long Range l Medium Field
*- ":..: ;. .:. :Aff~rtillery -.. ·Artillery rtillery rtil. y

:;: -; '.':: -. - -: ; ... ...... over 150 imm Howitzers.

(a) Capable of firing on the
beaches V-EST of the
C/-REZTLN estuary 30 guns 22 guns 28 guns

(b) Capable of firing on the
beaches WEST of the ..
C.RHJETTN-, estuary 6 " - 12

: (c): :apable of firing on the:
beaches between ARROi.'',NCHES
T88 and OUISTREHiLi U17 12 " 12 guns 12 "

48 34 52

COAST- ::DEiS4ECES

10. All beaches were obstructed with underwater obstacles. In
February..1.944, the enemy began his policy of obstructting beaches with
underwater :obstacles,; starting at high water lmark .and' wporking towards
low water mark, thickening. up the obstacles in .depth as -the months
went by. Mlany 'obstacles were mined with Tellermines or had shells
fixed on to then, whilst there were Tellermines attached to floating
raftss. Many of these obstacles': wer.e totally submerged at high tide.

11. .. .The enemy defensive system along the Channel Coast,
popularly known as the A.tlantic VWall, dcnsisted of a strong crust of
concrete and field defence works designed to bring the maximum fire
power :.to bear upon beaches sui-cable for landing operations, and at the
same time, to- oifer to the defender the maximum protection from aerial
and sea bombardcment. No great defence in depth was developed, the
enemy appreciating that any attacking force would so be .weakened;by_
the fire power of the coastal defences that it would be ably "d'eaf T"I"ith
by miiobiled arrd. reserves l.ocated in-rear -"of 'the *beaches.

12' -.. jAll o1 rts, even ;:inor ones such as 'PRT;'i ;BESSIN, T 78 and
uUISTREHvdI U 17 were heavily defended. E:l'sevwhere ,.there was a chain
of inf strong points along the coast at approximately 1000 yards
intervals and extending inland to a depth of some 200 yards. These
were roughly of platoon strength, the largest concentrated at likely
exits from suitable beaches which were blocked by anti-tank walls,
road blocks, minefields and ditches. They were well supplied with
siupport weapons, medium machine guns, mortars and anti-tank guns,
and sometimes included a French 75 r:m gun or a German light howitzer.

. .. /Gaps
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Gape 'between s'trongpoints 'Were `Iined,' wired and covered.. by" fire,. ...
and wbher e 't:he- gaps were too .Yide, thley wert'e flOOded' if th'e gro'und.'"..
pe'rmittedi '-; vire was used pr:ofusely to prot'ect zrl 'id:efensive posit-
ions. Use was also made of static fla'r-o throwers and' deiolition.
vehicles such as Goliaths. ;-. .'

13. :Two'1further 'e.My' d-fensive mieasures had to be' considered:-

('a) Inun-Catins il rear of suitable beaches.
prominent in rear of th 'c'beaches in the C=Ri,,TTMN T
rear of COURSEULLES T 98 in the Brit sector.

These were" 'ost
48 area, and in

(b) The extensive obstructions by the use of stakes, many of!
which were mined, of all areas suitable for air landing operations.

.C- FORMl/TIONS-UND-R Cu..iMAID CF 21 .Jdi,/Y GROUP JND THLIR
LUOCALTIUON Tu T'ASKS '

14. C-in-C. 21 -.rmy Group worked in co-operation with Allied
Naval Cormiander Expeditionary SForce, and' ir C ormlander-.in-Chief Allied
Expeditionary FPrrce at a'Corombined HQ established at PjRTS'tOUTH.

The military forces under C-in-C/ 21 r - lrmy Group were

Assault Armies

F oll ow-up "

- First US' Lrmy -
Secon d .B ri t.rmy .

- Third US -'rni
First C'Odn' Jrry -

For the assault the. Allied Naval Forces were allotted as

.--... Test_ rn Task..'or.c.e .........
Eastern Task Force

To
To

First US Army
Second Brit ~rrmy

The Tactical jAir Forces were allotted as f llows:-

: Ninth Tactical .ir Force ('US)
. Second- " ' " (Bgrit)

To Firs-t US Army
To Second Brit 'fArry

...- .In addition,:-.the assaulting- forces had -the assistancea of
powexrful.Aillied Air-Forces based 'in the UK. The-' following table
gives approximate; figures of the total air forces evai-lable: -

HeoaVry Day Bombers
:' Heavy Night Boymbers
ir,-edaiuml and Light Bombers

'Day: Fighters:
: Night Fighters
Fighter B'ombers

1400
1150'
830

2230
170
560

6340

FIRST US aSitY

17.:... First US. 1rny' was to as-sault :between VAREVlTEIE T 4299
and the' .CAlRIqNTN ystuary 4590 (UTA:t-'area), 'and- botweeenEVIERVtLLE-
SURi-MiER 6591: -and COLLEVILLE-STm-Il3ER 6888 (-u'Lm"' area).' Its tasks
in 'order .f .priority. ~'wer e.: L- -' .!,' : - '

ol5w...s -
follows;:-

16.

f
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(a) To cap-ture CEERBOURC- as quickly as possible. , ' Y

(b) r'o develop the VIERVILIE-SUR-ilR - COILVILLE,-SUR-t1AME beach-, ; he.ad Southvards towaards ST LO T46 in confotrmityjiith the
advance of Second Brit' 'rmy .

18, VII US. Corps was to assault'''on the RIGFT. Objectives of itsformations, -were as. of osllo-' ' .. . : '

(a)' Airborne landings, night D minus -1/D.

(i) 82 Airborne Div to land in the area NE of ST'" ERIE EGLISET 39 to secure the Northern and vestern flanks of 101
Airborne Div, to seize ST IEMRE' EGLISE if possible and todestroy bridges over R DOUVES.

,(ii) 10i Airborne Div to land in the area of ST ERED EGLISE,, to protect' the .LEFT flank of 4 Inf Div landing fror thesea, and to seize CfiREIN-.* Later it was to join upwith V Corps.

(b) Seaborne landings,

4, US Inf Div to land and seize a bridgehead bet-;een QUIENVTTTILE0 3Qand -ST Mi2IE DU. MIONT T49 and to join up with and, if
necessary, reinforce the two airborne divs.

19. V US Corps was to assault on the -IET. The objective for Dday was a line from the coast NORTH of ISIGNY T58 to inclusive
TR fIVIEES T68 and VAUCELIES T78. The assault was .to be carried outby 1 US Inf Div (less one regimental combat te:am) with one combat teamof 29 US inf Div under command. 29 US Inf Div (less one regimentalcombat team) with the remaining combat team of 1 US Inf Div underconmand, was to land behind 1 US Div and come up on the RIGHlT hereits own combat team would be found. In addition, t-,o bns of RJT,.GERSunder command V US Corps were to land and destroy the coastal adefences
of POINTE DU HOE T59.

20. Armoured forces to be landed in the assault -erc two Tankl Bns(one DDs) with VI...US Corps., and three-Tank Bns (two DDs) with V Corps.

SECOID BRIT. .iff

21, Second Brit Aror y was to assault between PORT EN BESSIN T78and R ORE U17. it was to secure and develop a bridgehead SOUTH of
the line C,'Ul,MONT T76 - C02T U06 and SE of- C,'kEN in order to secureairfield sites and to protect the flank of First US A;rmy whiC"e the ,' 'latter captured CEERBOURG and the BRITT-JZY ports.

22. 30 Corps was to assault on the RIGHT. The objective for Dday was the town of BALEUX T77 and the road BAYEUX - ClEN to the inter-corps boundary with 1 Corps. The RIGHT flank of 30 Corps was to beecheloned back NORTH towards the beach at PORT EN BESSIN.

The assault was to be carried out by 50 Inf Div which had anadditional inf bde under command. The task of the div was to
penetrate the beach defences between LE I-tiEL T88 and UL RIVIERE T98and secure a overing. position which would include BAYEUX and the areaof ST LEGER T87. The assault was to be made on a two bde front.

PORT EN BESSIN was to be captured by 47 (PMI) Commando, whowere to land at LE H?,!EL.

23. 1 Corps was to assault on the LE'T. Objectives of theformations were as. follows: -
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(a) Airborne ltanadinls night D minus !/D '.: .I .

6 Airborne Di'v (less one be) .to land. EAST. of .CA2T w.ith the
task of seizing the bridges over the ORNE at BENOVIUITE U07
and Ta'hT!7-TI U17i, In conjunction .- ith 1 SS Bde, who ¥were'.
landing If:ST of the ORNI at H hours the· div was then to seizea
the coast defences in the FPBTCEVILLE U1? - CABOURG U27 area
from the rear. They were to dboinate the area OUISTREL'i . -
.ABOURG - ROi~wT U16 - CAUN in order to protect the IEFT'
flank -and prev.ent interference vwith the beaches T'iST of the

(b) Seaborne lanings : . ."

, (i) 3 Cd o n Div to assault on a. tvo bde front at the mouth
'of .-the6' ESJ'LS T98 r.iver,' .Task to secure the general

; line of the. BAYEU ...- C'.i railway betw-een PUTOT-EK-
BESSITN T9172 and the i'estern outskirts of CAjlN.

(ii) 3 Brit Div to assault on a one bde 'front between
LION Si!R IER U0681 and OUIST.SE~ED,L Task to secure

": - : the nigh ground NORTH of ' C ca.nds :.if po'ssible9 CIT
-D,' .. i ,,, *to relieve 6 Airborne Div on the bridges over
.th. ,\TL BE C.'.EiN and the P ORPlE at BENOUVILLF and

(iii) iS4 -, 3de,w %ithll ato Cormandos, had the tasks of:
c.ea .. i-ng up the area between 3 Cdn and 3 Brit Divs.
and of .loing inland and seizirg .bridges over the

One Corrlnmando of 1 SS Bde was to clear the coast on the
LEFT bof .3 Brit Div up to and including. 0UISTREiM,2 ' while
the rest of. the Bde crossed the OPNEE to operate with 6
Airborne Div,

24. * Armoured forces to be landed in the assault were:-

8 Armd Bde (including two DD Regts) with 50 Div
2 Ccln i'rmd Bde (.including one DD Regt) with 3 Ccln Div
.27 Armd Bde (including two DD Rcgts) with 3 Brit Div

In additioni each Corps, -had approximately one regt of
FLAILS, and one- regt of ATPEs, withi a proportion of CROCODILES.

ASSAULT PIRE PiJN

25¢ T The joi& Lre pla f sfails into the following phases:-

Phase 1 PrelLm-nar. y '"so6ftening up.T boimbarC'olent prior to D day.
T his 'as entirely an air comm itaen ..Some..30 bomber

,a-...< -yurec made on coastal batteries in the assault
area o 'bore'-D d ay,

Phase 2 -ilencing of hostile batteries during the seaborne ..
ap;:roach, -.
'This7-was a .joint naval and'.air- rcsonsibility,. . The
plan inc.luded: -

(i) Nlight D minus 1/D attac- om. 10 battery positions
each by 100 Brit night bombers. 5,300 tons of
bo.mbs were dropped.:

.. /(ii)
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(ii) Prior to H hour. Ecavy day bombers of US Air Forces
on battery positions and defended localities. Over

5,900 tons of bombs were dropped.

(iii) Prior to H hour. pre-arranged silencing of hostile
batteries by 6 battleships, 2 monitors and 22
cruisers.

Phase 3 Close support of the assault troops during the run-in to

the beaches and the assault across them.
This was a "free-for-all" period when destroyers, close

support naval craft, the Royal Marine Armd Support Group
in LCTs, and the self propelled div artillery all engaged
pre-arranged or opportunity targets while medium and

fighter bombers engaged areas farther inland.
93 destroyers were available for the operation; there
was a total of 14-7 close support craft of various types
equipped with guns, mortars, spigot bombs etc.

Phase 4 Support of inf as they worked inland, until their owrn
artillery could come into action ashore.

After completion of primary task of silencing batteries,
the battleships, monitors and cruisers were available to
bombard opportunity targets as necessary. The more

intimate support was to be provided by the Royal Marine
Armd Support Group. Equipped with 75rmn CENTAUR tanks,
there were available 5 batteries, each of 4 troops.

D. OTHER RESOURCES A'2jIdBLE TO. 21 iRif GROUP

26. The following naval craft were employed in the operation:-

(a) Western and Eastern Task Forces, including Bombardment

Squadrons: -

6 Battleships 93 Destroyers
2 Honitors 574 Other Warships

22 Cruisers 312 Minesweepers

(b) Close Support Squadrons:-

147 craft of various types

(c) Landing craft, 4,266.

(da) Merchant ships employed on cross channel service included

400 6oasters, 225 liberty ships with a gross registered
tonnage of 27 million tons.

E. SUCCESS A' CHIEV'ED

27. The operations up to the capture of CHERBOURG may be divided

into two phases:-

Phase 1 6 to 15 June. The "Break-In",. The initial landing
.and establishment of a firm bridgehead with a continuous
front.

Phase 2 16 to 30 June. Development. The cutting of the
CHERBOURG Peninsula, capture of CHERBOURG and enlarge-

ment of bridgehead SOUTH of BAYEUX.
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':",A'?S 1. 6 June : * : ;i;

29. The airborne landings werre successfhul, 82 US Airborne Div
landed in approx:imately the area plamned and c-.otured. and held ST 1IEPiE

'''.fI_:!J:.',il', rThe rooads' ileading into the. beach area were''blocke& and the Div
carried out its task. 101 tUSJ Airbornc DIiv was spread over a large area,
g;nerally in the planned zone, but captureo ST' !l-RTIS DE V 'ARA.. LLE
T4198 and nOUTV I.DL T°43.3.; .and held t'hiLs ground -throughout the. day.

6 Airb 6rne Div m.add- a' successful landing. wvri'h comparatively
smoall casualietsl ' ', "The bridges at BEtI0N TTIiLE and PaNiNT ILIE were seized
:intact byID a 'coupz de ir'ain; threeo bridges' over the R, DIVES were

-ei' .effbctively dest'oyed' A limited -bridgehead was' establishcd across
the OLNHTIE and although 'it twas havily count.r-attace.d: by troops of
21 Panzmer D-i.V,' it 'vasV safely hold.

29.''."' ' 'The' weather was fiar from ideal for s'eaborne landings, but
in s3pitfe o0° thos dissoorort and dislocation caused. tlhereby, all the
assault divs got ashore, and the coastal defences were broken through
in the' face of 'st:ubborn reslstanceo - :%. '' ;.,...'.:.'

'-' i *'-' i'On UTAi beach, L US UItf Div made a succssful landing aided
by i0 DD tanhrs which-'w .lre launch-,c:about 5,000 yards offshore; By
nigzhtfallg, it had secured an i.nitial 'holding somne 4+,000 yards long,
anaL":at oni point had penetrated to a depth of necrly 10,000, ya-ds,
Gen(' %va. es- tals'. '. . . .Cno4taVtiwa es 1esta lished with 101 Airborne Div.' ' D.

On O'vA-.-A beach a high sea was runninLg, the enemy was in
.re.ater strength tlan was anticilated and casualties were, severe.

N ,evertheless a foothold was gained and. a beachhead little, more than a
maile dep was securcedoe .''....... !' , .' ..: -.. ;.....-..'. .... .. ': .'

,..,"- : :': In the 'Seeond. Brit Ar-my sector, 50 Inf" Div quickly est-
...1. ise .cl a beachhead although tl'h village of 'L I,-1rAL was strongy1

ield. and 'w as not .captured. unt'il 1700 hours" ,:lthough the final.
obe-ctives for the; day were not taken, by nightfall th' forwv.ard
troops were on the high ground EAST of B1ETIUX frorm ^A SU. R AULE
T7'4 to BR'EDRCY 8878 and contact ywas mace wvith -3 Cdn Div on the
TLPfT, though not wi.tfi.? > lte .t.Americans.

31* On the front of 1 Corps the assault went very much
accordinng to plan. Although there wasv:much mortaring and shell-
ing of' tie beaches, on the RIGHiT 3 Cdn Div -reached its first objective
by' 10,0 hours. The advance: ccntinuod durinrg- thu day' against heavy
opposi.'ion from '716 Inf Div. By nightfall, .ow.v.er, the Div had.
reached a line CflJ.UIY T9080 -E-:Y-SU":R- T .r 680 '

.., ,,... :.' To 'the, LEFT, 5 Brit Div captured OUlSTErl-Pi and advanced
inland, co,ming. 'in contact with, im: off 21 'Panzer Div. It was counter-
attac.ked in the area of BLVITiLL U-0574 but by dar_ ,. :vwas established on
the li" e PERRIERS-3TJR-tLE-D-,IT 'J0576 - BENOITVILLE where itL, was in con-
tact with 6 Airborn'ne Div.

Betweon 3 Cdn and. 3 Brit Divs the enGrmy;wvcrC '"bt'ill'"in'
pJo!sess...on of DOULirJS2S .UO080, ,and on thec extreme LEFT, CABOUR&G re-
ria.i'c'd in enemy Rhands. ' :' ,

3 Yhilo a2l the olamrced objectives had not boen captured,
ad -t.e..lo.sc .. usteained -,r').VI ' Co'rps had bee-n hl-oavy, the -bcach-.

..c/:rs gcnerally '-,ere- se.curue arn' unloadiang, ,;as proceeding in spitc of
a c ho-Iy s.a. '.Io serious counter-attacks were rdceivoed and the
coastal. defences 1,oro effectivwlly neutralised by Lth bornbing and

,.he-llg.' 'E . The. Allied "Air Forcos. fleow some "1.1,000 sorties during:.
tc .. first 2-4 hour.s' of t'hc opoeation, . . '

7/15 June o ;

3j ' ..- 'l the. Pfirst US Army sector, VII and V US Corps joined up
on 10 June. CARL.ENTAN was captured on 12 Juno and -orogrcss was madea
fi'rther NORTH toywards l.{ONTEBOURG, 030. C'n 10 June V Corps began a

... /succes.:sful
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successful.:advance SOUTH across the road CARENTAN - BYE=UX. They madecontact 'with 30 Corps on the llth, quickly cleared the FORET DE CERISYT;67 and pressing on through BALIEROY T66, secured CAUMONT T75 on 14
June.

34. : On Second Army front enery tanks were in. contact all along theline, but appreciable progress was made every-vhere except NE Of CAE\t.On the PIGHI, BAYEUX was captured on 7 June, and in conformity with the
advance of V US Corps, 30 Corps thrust SOUTH on the axis TILLY-SUR-SEUIIES 86 - VILLEPS BOCAGE 85. Heavy enemy resistance was encount-
ered in the close "bocage" country anld TILLY-SUR-SEULLES held out. Itwas outflanked from the lIEST by 7 Armd DiV who pushed on to VITTTIERS
BOCAGE but were compelled to withdraw to the high ground T of the tonrm.50 Int Div held a finrm base NORTH of TILLY.

·e ' On I Corps front the enemy was building up his armour, whichdelivered several counter-attacks EAST and VEST of the ORNE without
success. ELST of the OP3E, our Dositions were impro-ved !by the capture
of BREVILLE U1371 on 13 June by 6 Airborne Div who were now .reinforcedby 51 Div.

35. By the end: of thisl phase the enem1 y had committed three panzer,one para and two inf civs in attempts to seal off Allied penetrations.

The First US Army now had six ilnf one armd and two airborne
divs ashore, In the Brit sector five inf, one armd and one airborne
divs had landed.

PHASE 2. l6/0june

FIRST US iZR'f

36. The' prima ry tS y wask o First to capture CHERBOURG,
while developing operations SOUTH and SW through 'the: front: .betweenST LO and CAUDIOJT.

The first step was to cut the CHERBOURC- Peninsula and to thisend the drive T]EST started on 16 Juno. On this dayS S. SUVER LE
VICOMTE T19 was captured and by the evening of 17 .June,. '. US 'nf Div hadtroops astride the NORTH -. SOUTH coastal road in the vicinity of
BARNEVEILE: StUR R TO9.. .T .

On 19 June, 7VII.US Corps asdvanced on CHERBOURG on a 'three div
frQnt.. [ioving on a broad front throuyh MONTEBOURG 030, VWiDGNES 020
and BRICQUEBEC 010, the Corps 'olosed on the defences of t+.he port. ,
n.,22 June the reduction of the fortress started, helpet bgy systematic

bombing, The principal redouht - FORT DE ROIUL E - was captured on 25th,
and two 'days later the town surrendered° By 30 June, mopping: up.vas-completed. and the Peninsula VEST of CHERBOURG was cleared. :

On 16 June, V US Corps attacked to capture BERIGNY T6065 'andthe high ground VEST and SOUTH of it. The toem was teken, but in spiteof renewed attacks the high ground remained in enemy hands.- The re-
mainder of -the month- was spent in reorganisatipn and irmproving the'
positions won, while the mnlainl effort; was concentrated up in .the 'NORTH.

SECOND BRIT JAi1

37. Operations ere directed to the capture of Ci .whoreby a
strong. IZ'T flank'-would b' provided for the, bridgehead,

Initially it was hoped that CAlEN would be captured by a
pincer movement, 30 Corp3 drivinrS* SE from TILLY SUR SEULLES was tocross the OR'E WITORTH of TI-JRy HE'COURT T94, while the newly arrived 8

.... /Corps



' orps'crossed :the ORNE NORTH of 'CiEN and; drove ' Sw to meet 30 .Corps.
Ow:i'g- tbo lack-of room to'deploy VEAST of the'OMNE it was finally.
decided that '8 'Corps should form part of'the 'RIGHTT pincer, while 1
Corps carried out a limited operation to secure the LEFT flank of" the
.Army. .

38yy '" ^In pursuance of this general intention, 30.'Corps continued,'
its 'operations around TILLY vhich was finally captured with HOTTOT
on 19 'JUne "after some' fierce fig'hting,

; Regrouping' now took place,' and 8 .Corps was interposed ' .
bet-feen 30 and 1 Corps,

39«. * * The plan in outline was:- ''

* , 30 Corps (49and 50 Inf Divs Secure the area '-NOERS 86, protect
; ' !7 ATd Div) ' .'RIGh1 flank of. 8 Corps .and exploit

towdards AUNAY SUR .ODON T85..
'..' '' " ' ; ' * ' ^ '"~ ' Operations to start 25 Jun.,

8 Corps (15 and 43 Inf Divs Break out on front of 3 Cdn Div,,,
* .'.':'... " 11' iArmd Div)' ' force crossings of R ODON and R'

- -' :' * ' "'"*"' ' * " OPRIE and secure high' ground' NE' of
BRETTEVILIE SUR LAIZE U05.

"H" ' ' ' - .:" 'Operations to start 26 June.

1 Corps Hold a firm bridgehead EAST of the
ORNE near CO'EN .... Prepare to attack
CAEN from the noRTn'i'if-opportunity
offered. . , .
Minor operations to start 23 June,'

40. "' On 25 June,' 30 Corps.. attacke .SOUTH 'across the road..OAUMONT -
CAEN. 49 Divd captured FONTENAY-LE-PESNEL T8767 by nightfall and pushed
on along the high ground SE. Attempts to hold BRETTEVILLETTE 8864 were
unsuccessful in the face of .repeated counter-attacks, but a-firm holdwas secured on the RAURAY feature about 3 mile NORTH of the village
on 27 June. .

. 'On8' Corps' front, 15 Div attacked bet-ween LE /IESNIL PATRY. :
T8970 and NORREY-EN-BESSIN T9270 on 26 June. There was some very
fierce opposition in the close country, but by the folloewing day the
div had secured a'bridgehead. over the ODON NORTH Of GAVRUS T9862. .....
The: 11 ArmId Div wvas brought up to'0 secure the high ground EVRECY ". ,
T9259 'ESQUAY T9561 and to .seize the R ORNE' cros'sing,' : On 28 .June,
it'.captured the high ground around Pt 112 9562, wVhilo the inf divs
were engaged in mopping up and-widening the corridor across the ODON.

By 29 'June, enemy reactions to the 8 Corps thrust had become
nost violent. Along the front frorml JUVIC-NY T8566 to ClAN, .eight
panizer-divs were co'ncentrated. It "was'decid.d that.the Corps would..
*'oncenhtrate on holding the ground won while further re'grouping took.'
place. ' ' '' '- '

" ' · * "On 1 Corps front, 51 Inf Div improved the ORNE bridgehead by
securing ST HONORINE U0971 after a stiff fight, while a limited attack-
by 3 Brit Div NORTH of CAE on 27 June, met very fierce' resistance.'.

41. ' By the'"end of' June', both Allied armies were facing: SOUTH and,
the stage was being set for the defeat of the German forces in NORMAINDY.
He had cormmitted a Panzer Corps..brought from RUSSIA, and.to compensate
for shortage of inf was''bringing battle' groups from the inf divs in ·
BRITTAmY and SOUTH of th'e, LOIRE,::' .''. '. ' ... .

.' .. /The Tactical
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The Tactical Air Forces had provided continuous. close. suppOrt
to the -grouad t.-r6ops wihen weather conditions permitted, and little was
seen of the German Air Force by clay. iAt night, Luftwaffe attempts 'to
bomb the beachhead were generally ineffective.

42. F'rom D Day to 30 June, 274,000 tons of stores and 9,920 tAl.
vehicles' were landed for Second Brit: Army,

For 21 Army Group requirements, .570 Liberty ships, 788
Coasters, and 2,899 other vessels. arrived in FRtATCE between D plus 1
and 30 'June, ...

F. LOSSES . IFLICTI' ON TiE ET'g, UP TO TI CAPTURf OF' C-ERBOURG·

43. In CEE=BOURG'itsclf, the enemy lost 39,000 prisoners. In
all, on 21 mrnmy Group front it was estimated that his losses in prisoners,
killed and long-term wounded amounted to about 90,000 men.

G-. CASUALTIES SUSTAIBDD BY US

4 ' ' Brit and Cdn casualties from D day to 30 June:-

Killed Tobunde d Missinf' Total

Brit- 2,960 14,299 4,450 .21,709',

Cdn 396 1,516 1,177 3,089

15,815 .! 5,627 24,798Total 3,356
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SECTION 2 THE BATTLES LEADING UP TO FALAISE AND THE BREAK-OUT

A. GERAL OF- 'THE BTTLE '' .

45.;' :' The" en emy had b'een strongly reinforced, but-his 'counter attacks
up to date, though fierce, had'been spasmodic and unco-ordinated.
The Allies had gained the initiative from the beginning and there had
been no setbacks'' ' ' . ' '.

46. .The build-up for the break-through was to take place on the
RIGHT while the 'enemy was to bat ter himself 'against a stron gly held
pivot irn the CAIE area on the LEFT,"' In the plan for July, therefore,
Second Army was to continue to contain the main enemy force betw'den.- 'I
VILLERS BOCAGE and CAEN and draw to itself its main strength. On
the RIGHT, First US Army was to advance SOUTH in the first stage of a
move which, it was hoped, would eventually clear BRITTANY and bring it
in a position. .'to. ct off: any -withdrawal ELST...bich was. to be. far.d..
upon the enemy.

' - strong force positioned in the area" LBE v"NS - AJEIOUN would)
it was appreciated, seriously 'threaten the enery''s concentration in the'

COAZ aree or his retreat should events turn against him.

All the bridges over the SEDINE between Pi-RIS and the sea had
been destroyed by the Allied Air Forces.. .... ::....

47. Tasks were accordingly allotted to A rmnies as follov's:-

(a) Second Brit Army .

(i) To hold the main enemy forces in the area between
VILLERS BUCAGE and C0ZAEN.

(ii) To develop operations for' the capture. of COAN as soon as
possible.

(iii) To be certain of repulsing the expected counter attack
with its own resources to enable the operations of
First US Army in the WEST to proceed undisturbed. To
this end Second Army was to hrld 7 LArmd Div in Arrmy
reserve.

(b) First US Army

To devlop an offensive Southwards starting on 3 July.. The
initial object o' this offensive was to open a gap pivoting
on CAUlYIONT. Through this gap was to pass the remainder of
the US forces which would, on the RIGHT, entbr and clear the
BRITTANY peninsula, and on the LEFT, sweep SOUTH of the
"bocage" country to the area LAVAL - LiLYENNE - 1LENCUN - LE
lAt'NS.

B. THE ]NTEMY BUILD-UP

48. By 30 June, the enemy had crLmaitted eight Panzer, one PG, one
Para plus elements of a second, and nine Infantry Divs, with elements of
five more - altogether some twenty-five divs.

The month's fighting had cost him the equivalent of six inf divs.
709 Inf Div was completely written off on the capture of CHERBOURG, while
77, 91, 243, 352 and 716 Inf Divs had suffered crippling losses.

* * ./C.
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..G.- 2.1 ARi'iY.T CI BUhl-TJp DUiOWN TO 25 JULY

49c. 'iherican Fi^rst US IrnFy - Four. Corps
Four Arrd Divs
Thirteen Inf Divs

Brit and Cdn Armies Five Ccorps
F:our U rMId Divs
Ten Inf Divs
One e-irborne Div
Seven 1irrad Bdes
'79 iArr.d Div

D. SUCCESS ACHIEV-

OPERATIuMNS UP TO THE BREAK-OUT UN 25 JULY

50. On 3 July, VIII US Corps attacked -with three divs directedten L IYE DU gPUITS T 1-8. The folloting day VII US Corps launchedan att-ck Vwith the Qbject of gaining rILm-re elbow room in the area SWof CRENT-AN.- O-ppsitji w'-7as very stiff and air .support twfas considerablycurtailed t-hrugh bam weather, Progress was i:ade by both Corps. and-X:"-:X-US Corps -Xtended the front of attack on 7 July by capturing STJE¥N DE DiiYE T 47 on road CAPQ\TTNt - ST LO. un. 8 July LA Hi.tfY DU PUITSwas secured by VIII US Corpss and VII US Corps advanced to ' within 1000yards of ST fP Y T 37. In continuous fighting further limited advancescontinued. along the front in: the next few'days and by 14 July The attackhad reached a general line from the coast.3 ...iles NWr of LESSd1Y T 17 tothe high ground dominating ST LU, 2 mrils NE and EAST of the toVn.

51. M0 .ean-Vnile on 7 july, after an attack by S 450 heavy bombersOf Bomber. Command, I Corps attacked NORTH of CJuN with RIGHT 3 Cdn Div,CENTRE 59 Div and LEFT 3 Brit Div, GCiN and C,.PIPQUJETT T.96 werecaptured on 9 July.

On 10 July, 8 Corps attacked SE from, the ODON. bridgehead',with 43 Div. Pt 112 was taken that day amI changed hands againfrequently in the next two days, but after violent fighting thee highground remoained in our handsa

On 30. Corps front limitod advances were 8r0ade in the areaSUUTH of TTLLY where again the fighting was hLrd.

52. L. :During thais for:tnight the enemy wnas forced to, co.onit hisreinforceraents pirecemreal as they arrivedo He rmoved 2 SS Pz Div tothe'WEST .tohold the ALericans but had to slit it into Small battlegroups.. Pz LEIM aned 21 Pz Divs, -whom he hoped to rest, had to bethrovwn in again after two days' respite to plug h'-les in the CA'N andST LO sectors.. , .

53. . During the ten days ending 24 July, the advance of First USaxny continued gradually and reached the general line of the ro.dLESSLY +SPERRIERS T 27 - ST LU, the last n-med being ceptu.ed on 18
July.

54. In the Brit sector, 30 Corps attacked SOUTH on 15 Juily andmade some progress towards NUYERS in the face of stiff counter attacks.On the LEFT of 30 C.orps, 12 Corps also attaecked'on 15 July with 15.and53 Divs, across the..ODON towards EVRECY. The onemry ad. several,,.counter attacks but these were w repulsed vitklheavy casualties.

'" On the LEFT of the Brit front Second irmy launched a~powerfulam-d and inf attack on .1.8 July, EAST Of Ci'jN- The asLult Was precededby an attack by over t.wio thousand heavy and me.im bornberS bof,BomberConema'd' and the US ,Air Porces, who.dropped somie' 8000 tons on'-en2y
post'iionsr Second Tactical 'Air Force flow nearly 1400' 'sorties" on thefirst day of the attack. '

.: ~~ .. . . . . .. t~/8 Corps
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8 Corr-se c.on^sisting of Guards, 7 anrid 11 rmd Divs, passed through
e' 'i11&. i 'hd -l, at-tacok SOUTUi astride the high ground traversed by

--ain ro ad C~i - 'L.Iu. U 13c 2 dan.Corps was to clear thpe built-:' area of CoL@:7/BEaL S U 06 o± aea fira -. base, while 1 Crps porotected
the .LEFT flank f 8 CorpS.

Solme very stiff fighting followed throughout the area. The
armour made good progress at 1h outset, but after three days' fighting
was finally brought to a halt by a strcng anti-tank screen. The CEN
suburbs EAST of the ORNE were cleared and the advance reached the
general line ST DARTIN DE FONITEAiY U 0260 - B0URGUEBUS U 06 - C.GNY U 1164.

55e On 18 July, 'the advance of our armour brought 12 SS Pz Div
back into the line and drew 1 SS Pz Div in from vWEST of the ORNE,
Although he had held the armd breakthrough, the enemy suffered considerably
in the process. In order to ensure against a further breakthrough SOUTH
of OCAN he then brought 9 SS Pz Div, 2 Pz Div and eleaents of 10 SS Pz
Div Eastwards across the ORNE ...

This was to have adecisive effect. As a result of threeweeks' hard fighting Second Brit Bi rmy had achieved its air.
Conditions were now favourable for the "break-out". -

'OPEPRTIUNS UP TO THE' CLOSING OF THE FALAISE PuCITT. 25 JULY - 19 iUGUST

56. On' 25 July, an Ya]e'rican attack preceded by very heavy bombing
broke through between EERRIERS and ST LO, and on the same day 2 Cdn Corps
at'tacked simultaneously astride the road " - 1'•JISE. In the meantime,
in the CENTR,.12 Corps hadcaptured ULULOT T 9862 and made lir.ited
progress SOUTH.

These two Brit attacks, strongly contested, undoubtedly helped to
pin down German forces which might have been moved t, meet the znmerican
thrust. This developed with great speed and power,: and after COUUENCES
T'25 had besen captured ,n 27 July, Z IRN-ChES T 21 -as taken on the 30th and

the advance into'BRITTiAY "began.

57° On 23 July, First Cdn ,Lr ,y took over comand of ,1 Corps, and assurned
responsibility for the sector EaST of CG., .On 31 July, it also took over 2
Can Corps.

On I august, Twelfth US Ar rmy Group beca:mle operational and the
fifteen divs of First US r.y wer.e divided up t.. make, two armies, First
and Third. - .

58° The operatirons at this juncture had three objects; to capture
the BRITTYfY ports, to, block the 'line of the LOIRE and the PBRIS - ORL&NS
gap, and to destroy the retroating German forces 1WEST of the SEINE. When
it became clear that the enemy did not intend .ir-miediately to.withdraw
Eastwards, a further aim VIwas added ',hich was the envelopment of the
Seventh .ray and Panzer Group WEST in the area SOUTH and EAST of F'LISE.

59 . During the first week of .uvgust, VIII US CDr ps ar:.ve' SOUTH and
dforces ti inth BRITTh.AY where the enemy was reduced to. withdrawing his.."forces, into the three rmain ports ,BREST, LORIENT .and DIN.RD' -. ST .LLO..:

The remaining available divs in the vicinity of AVR NCLHES were
turned EAST in; order to turn the enemy LEFT flank.

On 30 July, Secnnd Brit Army began' adrive fromra the "CAUMONT
a'ea directed first SOUTH, and then EAST to the River ORNE. .The reason
for changing the axi s.of advance frora the linc VILLERS BOCAE. -C2AN was
that in the latter area the eneniy had concentrated his main power of
resistance. .LE. BE .BC.iGE T 64 and JURQUES.65-,were.captured on
1, Lugust. The advance' continued. steadily towards. the ORNE between
,RGENTAN Tand THURY 'HRCOURT, with RIGHT .8.Corps (.switched .from the Cdn

^ rmy sector) on the general line L.-ERS - ^2GEN-T.N':and:30 Corps CENTRE.
via the MONT PINCON. feature T 84 'to THURY RCOURT,. 12 Corps LEFT. .:
served as a pivot in the EVRECY ara .

,:,: ;* : : *.~'.'... ,. ? - ./In the face
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In the face of heavy enemy resistance, Second Army had reached
the line of the road PUTANGES U 12 - PAIAISE by 19 August.....

61. First Cdn Army supported these operations with a heavy attack.
directedd on MALAISE. ,astride.' the main CAEN road. It was launched on
7 August and prfd.cded. by'a obinbgb'ga ttatc'k-by 1,000 heavies of Bomber
Commad .:'' The -advance':"reached .a'-poin-t-some 4 - 5 miles NORTH .of FALAISE
where. it eas halted'by an extensive anti-tank screen. Trhe area between
the River IAIEE and the ORNE was cleared:-by a junction on. 12 August
between the' Cdns and 12 Corps who had meanwhile forced 'a crossing over
the latter river rive -..................

... On. 14.. August,--the ..aat-ta eken -PALAISE was resumed and the towa
was entered on the 16th. The gap between the Brit and Cdn Armies was
now only 12 miles wide; further EAST the armd divs of the Cdn Army were
closing on CLHA[BOIS 32 and TRUNI

62. In the meantime, on 7 August, while the American turning move-
ment on the' RIGHT was"' getting under way,, the Germans launched a very
heavy counter-attack" with five pz and 't.tpo._ia daivs against the First US
Army, ih the vicinity of lMORlTAIN. '- This was. directed on AVRANCIHES with
the object of cutting :the COTENTIN peninsula;.

The attack was held by First, US Army, 'who 'were .suppor.ted by
every available aircraft of the Tactical Air Forces. 2 "TAP'alone used
472 Typhoons and claimed 79 'tanks destroyed and 51 damaged on the first
d.ay. t

'A' 'l'son as it wyas se'en that First US Army could cope with the
counter-attack, the Third Army was directed to continue its advance SE on
LAVAL and LE MLiATS. On reaching LE MANS, it was ordered to turn NORTH
to capture ARGETTAN and help Second Brit Army to trap the German forces.

On reaching ARGETAN, the divisions engaged were taken over by
V US Corps of First US Army, and Third US Army were released to continue
their drive Eastwards to the SEINE VII US Corps now come in on the
LEFT of V Corps.and they advanced to the general line CHAiBOIS - TRUN -
PUTANG('ES. On 19 August they met the Cdns and the "pocket" was closed.

As the Second Brit Army advanced into the "pocket" from the
VVEST, the American formations were gradually pinched out, and First US
Army was ordered to attack NE to the SEII'E at ELBEUF, about 10 miles
SOUTH of ROUEN. Thus, before the "pocket" had been finally cleared up,
a second enveloping move was in progress.

In the extreme SOUTH, XII and XX US Corps maintained their
sweep towards ORLEANS and CHLRTRES.

E. LOSSES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMYZ

*63. With the closing of the FALAISE gap, the number of divs
destroyed since D day amounted to fifteen with another four and a half
cut off in BRITTATNY. Very heavy losses were suffered by another seven
divs. In the same period prisoners and kil ed counted were approximately -
240,000, with long term wounded making an estimated total of 400,000.

In the "pocket" itself the following equipment was subsequently
checked -

Guns 571
Tankcs and SP guns 358
Tracked vehicles.,

lorries and cars 4,715

.../F. CASUALTIES
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F. CASUiALTiES SUSTAINED BY US
7 , ~~~~~~~~°,-,

64.

Allied Contingents
British .
Canadian

TOTiL

From 1 July to 24 ugust

Killed YWouned .' -Missing Total"

290 1, 023 101 1,414
9,368 29,998 -2,190 ,41,556
2,665 , 9,525 780 .12,970 i

: 12,5323 40o,546 35,071 55,940 .
-- · , - '

Cumulative from D day
I-4

290 1,023 101 1 ,414 I
12,328 144,297 6,640 63,265

i 3,061 11,041 1, 957 i 16,059

1 15,679 56,361 [8, 698 80s,738
_-.------ -. t-- - . :4 .. !

Allied Contingenti
British
Canadian

TOTAL

Killed Wounded M'rissing Total
! 7 -

ft

i

II
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SECTION 3 T iE ADVANCE ACROSS THE SEI.iE,, THE ADVANiCE TO BRUSSELS
AD ANTtERP A1iD THIE CLERING OF THE CHAMNEL FORTS "

A. GENERAL PLAN OF TiE BATTLE

65. Although large German forces were tra- ped in the FALAISE
pociet on 1'c Augrisv, they were fihiiting desperately to break out andhad to be mopped u]p. At the same time, those who managed to avoid
encirclement had to be pursued and cut off if they were to be destroyedVEST of the SE.1TE as. was the Colml-ander-in-Chief s intention. Accordingly

US XV and XIX Corns were directed to the SEINE at /MANTES-GASSICOURT
*.R6060 and EBETjE R1 9 respectively. Vv¥iile First Cmn Army blocked the
EAST side of the pocket, Second Arrmy were to crive throuh it to the
SEINE.

The Am lerican operations took them NE and NORTHI across thefront of Second Army. .It was therefore arranged that as Second Army
closed up to -the SETE the Americanls -would give passage and then
withdraw within thcir original bomundary w--hich ran VEENEUIL R03 -
DREUX R33 - MiTES-GASSICOURT and wvas inclusive to Second Army.

66. Starting from the ar a of DREUX R33 on 18 August, the two US
Corps thrust rapidly NORTH. EVPREUX R16 was reached on 22 August and
ELBEUF on. 25 August'.

}{ea/nwhile, on 21 August, the British .Armies from ARGENTTAN to
the sea pushed on EAST. By 25 August, t hoy wore closing to the SEI]h
on the RIGIT, while further NORTH they wcere across the R RISLE Q99.
The German forces Tlere being harried to a state of disorganisation
while the Second Tactical Air Force did great execution among the
*improvised ferries and congested bottle necks along the lower SEINE.
.By 25 August also, the mopping up of the enemy in -the "1,oc.et'' , as
virtually completed..

67. From 20 August, the Americans oegan establishing a bridgehead
over the SEI=6 near iALTTES-GASSSICOURT. SOUT of A-RIS., which Allied
troops entered on 26 August, the SEINE was crossed at .. ELL S20 and
the YO}IThE at ShEXS X66, and the ;mericans :ecre sweeping on towards

TROYES and the R ..LIE -.

B. FORMATIONS IUDER T OO\iEl'TDI)L 21 RAPdIv- GROUP ANI THEIR ALLOCATION TO
TASIE

68. Twelfth Army Group was to revert to direct cormand of SI-L-..
on:1 September and was to operate on the RIGHT flank of 21. Army Group
directed on the -ADEhES. For the time being, the boundary between the
two Army Groups wv: uld be BEniUVYS:I!/I90 - DOUAI H60 -ATE J23 - iHASSELT Ix36.

On 26 August orders wer6 issued fo 21 Ary Group's advance
NORTH. The intention was to destroy all enemy in- the PAS DE CALAIS and
FPLAhDERS and to capture ANT/Er.

SECOIND BRIT I M

69. (a) T cross the SEINE on the RIGHT, in the vicinity of VERNON
RL7 with 30 Corps, and on the ,ET, between LES YADELYS R39
and L vWUVIERS R28 with 12 Corps..

The advance of 30 Corps to the SEIDE -as led by 11 Armd Div,
followed by 50 Div. while 3 Div. in reserve was to force the
crossing.

The advance of 12 Corps wYas led by 15 Div iwho were to make
the crossing, followed by 53 Div.
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(b) To advance NORTH and establish itself in the area ARRAS H40 -
AM/ENS, N15 - ST POL Ht1 with all speed and suite irres-pective

.. : of the progress of the'armies on the flanks. AMIENS and the
crossings over the -SOMiE to be captured as quickly as possible.

For this phase, 30 Corps regrouped and the advance was led
by RIGHT, Guards Armd Div, and LENT 11 Armd Div, directed on
the SOMMiE crossings about Al' IENS I1I 5. '50 Div followed up
and 43 Div held the SEIiE bridgehead.

12 Corps, with 4 Armd Bde and later 7 Armd Div in the lead,
."'* ** :vwas directed on an area I7 of AIEiS. -3 5Div, echeloned

back, protected the LE7T flank.

FIRST CDN AR'I1TYI

70. (a) To cross the SEINEl, bet-ween' PONT DE Lt'ARCHE R29 and the sea,
advance NORTH orn. the general line ST O_..ER H15'- BtRUGES C80
and capture DIEPPE a..

- (b) To secure- IE HAVRE L42.

71. 2 Cdn Corps RIGHT with 4 Cdn Arad Div, 3 Cdn Div and later
Polish Amid Div to cross the. SEINE in the vicinity of ROUTEN 121,
capture the torm and advance MNE to the SO01vPE between EAST of ABBEVIL=T
3..', and the sea. 2 Cdn Div to capture DIEPPE.

. .:. -I Brit Corps LEFT, to cross the SEINE ,VEST of ROUEN. 51
Div on. the RIGHT to capture ST VALERY-EN-CAUX L96 and then sweep SW
.along the coast. 49 Div on the LEFT to seize LE FHARE. ' If this was
not.possible,. to contain the port while the necessary build-up was made.

--72. - TVffhen it ;vas evident the enemy were in full retreat on Second
Army's front, and withdrawing on the LEFT into the Channel Ports to
deny us their use, Second Army w,~ere ordered to capture BRUSSELS and
ANT7?,ERP and to secure a bridgehead over the AlEERT CANAL. The task of
clearing the- coastal belt was the responsibilit-r of First Cdn Arrmy.

C. SUCCESS ACHIEVED. .

SECOND BRIT ARKMY

73. .. n Second Army -sector, bridgeheads over the SEINE were
quickly established at VERNON and EAST of LOUVIERS, the enemy opposition
being light as a result of the 1American s-weep through the country along
the IWEST bank. On the other hand, the concentration of the rest of
Second Army for the 'drive NORTH was inevitably delayed by having to pass
across this American thrust..

74. The advance from the. 30 Corps bridgehead started on 29 August.
Bad weather and some opposition delayed matters this day, but on 31.
August, after an all-night advance, 11 Airmd Div crossed the SOMLIIV at
AMIENS. By nightfall Guards Armad Div further EAST had elements astride
the road ALBERT N36 - A\IETS. One bde of 50 Div als.o reached AMIENS.-
The Corps had advanced 80 miles.

'. ;. The advance of 12 Corps started from the 15 Div bridgehead
on 3.0 August and by the' evening, .4 Armd Bde had advanced over 30 miles
to reach GOURNAY M61, and 53 Div were on their LEFT in the. LYONS LAs
FORET a rea tM40. On 31 August, 7 Armd Div had. come up and reached POIX
}/184, followed by 53 Div' iho were mopping up enemy- pockets by-passed by
the armiour. .

.... /75.



- 19 -

75. . On 1 Septeimber, Guards Armd Div by-passed ARRAS and elements
reached DOUAI and LINS' H51' On their LEFT, 11 Armd Div reached the
road APRRAS - ST POL. 7 Armd Div by-passed enemy resistance at
AI-R",ErES M86 and also crossed the SOi'LvT.

76. In the next three days, the advance continued rapidly.
Guards Armd Div, now with the Belgian Bde unLde:r command, captured
TOUR1NTAI H93 and crossed the ESCAUT on 2 Septcraber. The div
entered BRUSSELS on the afternoon of 3 Septebioer and by last light
had control of all miain cxits. 11 Amrmd Div by-passed LILLE HI63 and
after an advance of 60 miles on 3 September, were in the area of
ALOST by last light. On 4 Scptemroer, 11 Armd Div were in LNTTViERP
and 50 Div reached iLOST. The city of AifNTIYERP was firmly in our
hands but the Northern suburbs adjoining the dock area remained to be
cleared .

30 Corps spent the next few days im'proving their positions
in the ANTTvERP - MLINES J77 - LOUVAIN J85 - BRUSSELS area.

Meanwhile, 12 Corps had moved on and cleared the ST POL -
BE'TlniE H32 - LILE area, and 7 Armd Div captured GHENT J18 on 6
September.

FIRST CDN ARIPY

77. 2 Cdn Corps concentrated SOUTH of ELBEUF on 25 August, and
the inf bde of 4 Cdn Armd Div gained a bridgehead over the SEINE in
the vicinity of the town on 26 August. In the next few days, the
rest of the armd div and 3 COn Inf Div expanded the bridgehead, while
2 Cdn inf Div cleared the thickly wooded areas in the loops of the
river SOUTH of ROUEN.

On 30 August, the 'advance from the bridgehead started.
ROUTEN was found clear of enermy and PLEUPRIY IL30 was captured. Progress
was rapid. On 31 August, 4 Cdn Armdi Div reached the area. FORG-ES ,53 -
DBUCHY ,1'32' and 3 Cdn Inf Div passed thr-ough to NEUFOCIHAIEL 1U)-4 aind EURES
M135' By 2 September, 4 Cdn Armd Div wore across the SO.PI&E and
concentrated EAST of ABBEVILIE 1,i78 and, t!wo days later, 3 Cdn Div were
in the BOULOGNE -- CAIAIS area.

2 Cdn Inf Div liberated DIEPPE on 1 Septemboer and the port
was quickly put into operation to a limited 'degree., The difv then
moved NORTHI around 3 Div. Thc strongly held defences of DUNKIRKqit
were reached on 8 Scptembeer, These .were .masked iwhile elements of the
Div p-shed on up the coast, By 10 Septetmoer, OSTEND 060 and
NIEUPORT H59 had been occupied and patrols were in EEBRUGC-E C81.

Meanwhile, the Polish Armd Div had crossed the SOITME, and
pushed on to the GHENTT - BRUGES Canal, which was held in some strength.
4 Cdmn Armd Div came up on their LIET, cleared BRUC-ES by 11 Septeriber
and ei-fected a crossing of the Canal. The two. amd divs then closed
up to the LEOPOLD Canal over which the enemy blew all the bridges and
showed he was deterrmined to deny us a crossing. VnWhile the. Cdn Armd
Div contained the enemy on the LEOPOID Canal, the Polish Amid Div
swung EAST and then NORTH. They took over GHENT from 12 Corps, and
then proceeded to clear the area up to the SCHELDT estuary between
ANTTiL'ERP and the small port of TERNEUZEN D21.

78. In I Corps sector, 51 and 4-9 Divs cleared the loops of the
SEIME WEST of ROUEN, and got some elements across the river at DJCLAIR
M102, 0CADEBEC L92 and QUILLEBEUF L72, but the bulk of the Corps
crossed at ELBEUFo. On I September, the advance started. 51 Div
thrust up- to ST VALERY-EtT-CAUX which was liberated on 3 Septermber,
They then turned down the coa t to come in on the RIGHT of 49 Div

.../who in the
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who. in the .meantime had .been engaged with the enemy outpost positions'.
covering I9 HAVRE. By 6' September, the Corps had '.driven forward up
to the main defences of this port, which were formidable.. ''

77 . Thus in about ten days the Brit and CdO Armies had advanced
from the SEItNE to the Dutch frontier... The coast line was cleared.
except for LE HAVRE, BOULOG-NE and CAJLIS which were. about' to be dealt
with, and DUKIERK which was to be sealed off.

LE_ HAVRE

80. The garrison of this, fortress was about 12,000 men. The
aefences. ran in a semi-circle from a point on the SEIi\TE about 6000
yds' EA'ST of the port, to the Channel coast- about 10,000 yds I'TORTH of
the port. There was a flooded valley on the EAST side dominated by
high ground, and an extensive anti-tank ditch along the Northern
perimeter sited in conjunction with much wire and very extensive
-minefields. The anti-tank ditch covered a' series of strong points
which were of reinforced concrete and contained a large number of M/G-s
and. 88' rm guns. In the town there. w re two forts,. numaerous pill-boxes
and fortified buildings and anti-tank guns sited to cover all approaches,

Of guns capable of being used in a ground role there were 108
of 88 rmm calibre or over.

81..... The defences'-were softened up by the-15 inch guns of a Naval
Bo'mbardment Sqn and by Bomber Command who dropped 4000 tons during the
four days,-preceding the attack in spite of bad weather. In the 90
minutes before H hour,' another 4600 tons were dropped, :

At 1745 hours 10 September, supported by, some 350 guns, one
bde of 49 Div breached the im-inefields and broke into the eneimy position
in the ME corner of the defences, At Imidnight,. 51 Div on their PIGHT
broke in also. Good progress was rmade. Enemy strong points were
.taken from. the rear, the break through was widened 'and by clark on 11
Sept-ember, both divs -with zmobile coltumns supported by tanks were getting
into the town itself and -had reached the high ground overlooking the
harbour.

The drive continued during the night and at 1145 hours on 12
Septe-mbLer the garrison commander surrendered. /lopping up .continued
in the port. area and byy nightfall some 12,000 prisoners were taken
including 500 wounded found in hospitals.

One of the strongest fortresses of the "Atlantic ViWal". was
assaulted from the landward side and reduced in 48 hours fighting.

BOULOGINE

82,- The garrision consisted of about 9,000 men. The defences
ran along an irr..gular semi-circle of high ground, -with a numfber of
features or~ganised as fortresses. In addition to earthworks, the
positions con-tained a considerable number of concrete em-lacements,
dug-outs etc. All were wired and covered by extensive mrinefields.
Coast defence batteries contained guns up to 305 rum. e It is no .
esti>mated that there were approx-imately 90 guns at BOULOG-1E of 75 rom
calibre or g.reater.

85. , Owing to lack of air support due tQ bad weather the assault
was postponed for two days. It started at :-1025 hours on 17 >Sc-termber
when two bdes of 3 Cmd TInf Div attacked after the iP had droopped over
3000 tons of bombs.. Artillery support was provided by about 340 guns.
Progress ,was slow-ed by obstacles and incidents of the ground and the
doterrined efforts of the heavy batteries, including the guuns at CG-AP

.... /The forts
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TheQ.fortsy were gradually reduced and all resistance in the
town was finally crushed by 22 Septermber.

84. This assault was the'task of 3 Cdn Inf Div and was delayed
by the operations at BOULOGNE. 'It included 'the capture of' CAP GRIS
IEZ and the three-gun cross-chlannel battery at SANGCATTE.

In addition to 'the. fixed 'defences w nhich were of. the same
pattern as those encountered at LE HAVL E and BOULOGNE, the Cnis were
here confronted with extensive flooding caused by the G-ermans in the
area EAST, SOUTH and SW of CAIL^JS. As a result, the Div was forced
to attack from the WEST of the totwn.

The attack was launched with two bdes at 0815 hours 25
September supported by a heavy air bombardlment. Good progress was
made and on 26 Septerboer, the high ground SW of the torn of ESCA'LLES
G77 was secured. M.Iines and inundations haimpered operations but the
Citadel fell and the town was entered on 28 Septemboer. LAn armistice
was allowed for the evacuation of civilians from CAAIC S and the attack
resumed at midday on 30 September. By the same evening all organised
resistance had ceased, and moppi-ng up was completed early on the
morning of 1 October. CAP GRIS NEZ was captured on 29 September.

85. The British L of C was now well over 350 miles long. Both
8 Corps and 1 Corps were grounded for some days in order to release
their vehicles to help maintain the rmomentum of the drive NOORTH. 'mA
air lift of approximately 9900 tons had to be made to forward areas
between 5 and 30 Septermber, exclusive of air supply on the A;PTNEM
operation.

Although the IE HlAVET dock installations had been
thoroughly wrecked by the ene.myr, the Brit and US Navies irnmediately
started the task of opening the port, 30 Brit minesweepers being
employed. The smaller ports, DIEPIE, BOUCLOG-NE, CALAIS and OSTIED,
soon started to operate on a reduced scale, and rmaterially assisted
in the maintenance of the Force.

As the coastal belt was cleared, bases for the enemv V
wea±pons in Northern FPRAICE and BELGIU.M were eliminated n: puushed back
into HOLLMND and the Dutch islands.

D. LOSSES ILBI'jTED ON TIHE t'hiEI

86. Although heavvy casualties were inflicted on all enemy
formations engaged on 21 Army Group front, no specific fornmation can
be said to have been destroyed. Some 67,000 prisonersr' were taken
during the period under review, mostly from the ports or 1:3 =IiAVRE,
CALLIS and BOULOG.NE. The fortress of DUNIKIPRK with it s _ga:rison of
15,000 men, mostly from 226 Inf Div, was isolated.

Approxi-lmately 140 tanks and 50 SP guns were des rcoyed:lakingr the total since D Day 950 and 320 respectively.

E. DLOSSES SUSTAINED BY US

87. -Fro.m 25 A.ugust to 30 Septemberlz
Killed MWounded Missing Total

llied Contingelnts 147 L422 50 619
British 4,944 12,923 6,245 24,112
Canadian 751 3,802 580 5,133
Total 5,842 17,147 6,875 29,86/+

... /Cnumulative
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Cum,:lative from D Day
Killed Wounded Iissing Total

Allied. Contingents
British
Canadian V

Total

437
17,27.2
.3,812

1, 445
57,220
14,843

151 2,033
12,885 87,377
2,537 21,192

2.1,.521 73,508 .15;,573 110,602
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SECTIOIN 4. TiE ADVlTCE OF S_3COID BRITISH A-,iY ACROSS EASTERT HOLLM,D
TO NTiJEGMT itlD !PT IICLU~iG T~ AIRBOEC)F\ OPEqRATIONS°

(:ET4BEjhL SITTUJTIONAT h2D OUTLINEP PLAN

88. On 4 September, 30 Corps -were in the area iuTIMERP - IOTWUJV -
BRUSSELS; 12 Corps were clearing, the area LILLE - AR.AS - ST POL and 6
Corps were grounded a few miles NORTH of the SEII\NE,

Twelfth US Army Group were advancing astride the ARDEiNNES.
First Cdn Army were clearing the Channel coast.

89. The intention-of 21 Army Group was: -

(a) To advance Eastwards and destroy all enemy forces encountered.

(b) To occupy the RUHR and get astride the conm'iunications leading
from it into GEPILiNY and to the sea ports.

The RUHR was to be by-passed round its Northern face and cut
off by- a Southward thrust through !HAf,. .

First US Army would assist in cutting off the RUHR by operations
against its South-Eastern face if this became necessary.

Until the maintenance situation allowed the employment of First
Cdn Airny further for-ard, the main portion of 21 Army Group' s task would
devolve on Second Brit Army.

90. The first stage of Second Army' s operation was to be an advance
from the general line of the ALBERT and ESCOAUT Canals in BELG-IUH to the
ZUIDER. ZEE. The main body of the Army would then swing EAST while one
div, or if necessary a corps, w.-ould turn wfcstw'ards towards ROTTERDAMI and
AvSTERDAi3.,

On 10 September, it ,was decided that Second Army would be
assisted by an Airborne Corps which would come under command on landing.

PRELIIENiRY 0Po'1AT7iONS

91. On 7 September, Guards Armd Div occupied DIEST K 16 and the
following day secured a bridgehead over the -LBERT Canal at BLERINGEi,
K 27 and pushed on to HELCiHTREN K 37 and BOURG-LEOPOLD K 28. In con-
junction "with 11 Armd Div who had come up on their RIGHT, they advanced
to the area PEER K48 - OVEPRPELT K 39, and a bridgehead over th~e iLUSE -
ESCAUT Canal was established NORTH of OVERPELT on 11 September. Patrols
also reached the canal at BEEN K 58 and LlfltLER K 57.

Further ITEST, 50 Div established a small bridgehead over the
jLBERT Canal SOUTH of GHEEL K 08 on 8 September, and gradually expanded
it until relieved by 15 Div. The latter secured a bridgehead over the
MEUSE-- ESCAUT Canal at .zA2T K 09 on 14 September.

1Mieanwhile regrouping was taking place. 8 Corps, (11 Armd
Div and 3 Div) came up on the RIC-i- , 30 Corps (Guards Armd. Div, 43 and
50 Divs) -was in the CEN1TRE and 12 Corps (7 Armd Div, 15 Div and 53 Divs)
was on the LEFT.

B. NiE1MI.Y SITU.TION{

92. The enemy reaction to the establishment of bridgeheads over the
canals had been sharp and there had been a number of counter attacks.
The enemy was withdrawing his forces across the 3C-ITL.DT Ustuax'j -while
holding both banks of it, and was bringing troops round NORTH of the

.. ./ESOCJ.JT Canal
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ESCAUT Canal to positions further EAiST. He had about twenty-two divs on
21 Army CGroup Frontc. including three pz, plus a large, assortmcnt of
imprnovised battle grouis and: static 'formations '.

C. FOP oLhTalS UE1001 COi.U2>TD SECOCIW .,iaY ii\:D TIRE LLOCGTTIOT TO TASKS.

93. .The object of Second Army was to position itscelf astride the-
rivers lAAS '{i, A 2L and NiDER RIJIT in the generaol area GPR'LE PE 65 -
,LTJLEG':ENI '76 Rd7iaIJ, E 77' and to domlia.toe t">e country to tthe NORTH as
far as the ZUIDER ZZE, thereby cuttino- off coimiunications betw-reen CGERNY
and the LOw CO0U7lRIES.

The advance r,7as' to be on a very narrow- front, with only one
road most of the way, through EIN1lDHOTEN E 41 - ST .ODETRODE E 43 - VEGHrEL
3 43 .- UDEN E 54 -GC-RVE - NIJMIGGENiT - iRE±i',l, - ZELDORT Z 70 - ZUIDER ZEE
at lI.MiTSEET Z 62, From thc start line to ,UIUSP±-iT 2 was 99 miles.

rThe advance was to be led by 50 Corps in the CEITTRE while 8
Corps on the RIGiiT and 12 Corps.on the TLT'T advanced more slowly on the
f 1 anks.

Brit Airborne Corps were to capture, and hold crossings over
the canals and rivers on Second nr-foy'ts main axis of advance from about
LEI\DrIOVEN to inclusive WPTEIT]2. .

BRITSH = aiEi3OY COPRPS

940 Task's- of formations were as follows:-

(a) 1 Brit Airborne Div
with Polish Para Edc

'(b): 82 US Airbornee Div

(c) 101 US Ai'rborne 'Div

(d) 52 (L) Div (Airportable)

to D plus

To oapturc intact bridges over the
ITEDER RIJN at A 'R\THiE[ with sufficient
bridgeheads to pass the formations of
Second Army through.

To seize' and -hold the bridges at-
NIJIMECIEN and GRA.TE with the'same ob-'
ject in view. The capture and re-
tention of.. the high ground between
NlJlvE-L.GT and GROESBEEK E 75 was con-
sidered imperative in order to accom-
plish the Div' s tasI:.

To ,seize bridges over -the '~A River'x
and :ILLiv.- V.P~'RT Canal near VEG-EL,'
over the DOi EsL River at ST OEDEMRODE,
over the .IItI-I-fITN ' Canal near SOlT ;
E 42, and to capture the town of

DINJDHOVEI.:
These tasks were' to meet the

requiremen-ts of 30 Corps.

Was to be florwn in NORTH of R1E-ElM 'as
soon as airstrips -were available and
were to concentrate in reserve nearby
in accordance with orders to be issued
on landingo---

The complete fly-in programme called 'for five lifts from D Day
3.

It -as decided that the airborne operation -iould be carried ou;
for t-he first ti'me, in daylight. It was expected that the German night
figh!ter force, ./which was rclativcly intact, -would be more effective than
their day .fighters, though flal: would be much more accurate by day. It

-vwas-_elie ved however, that a proper cemployment of the supporting air forces

.. /could knock
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could 1noc4 out flag positions ni advance and beat em don c'uri the
airborne operatios t sels. .te

95. 30 Corps vwas to advance,- when ordered, at maxiMur speed andto secure thc area ,JU>T;m _ I'TUl?,QS7T both inclusive. lThe advacme rwas to
be nmade in tic jfolloun,,ng general order:-

0.GuardLs .,rd Div
HQ .ain 30 Corps
43 Div
50 Div

One main axis (as given in paragraph 93 above) was to be used,
with a subsidia1Y axis for part of the .ac y vhich 'was conrined to fighting
troops only.

g96 The tasks given to 30 Corps formations were:-

(a) Cuards i^rmd Div /
N

(b) 43 Div

(c) 50 Div

To advance when orderecd by Corps lQ, at max-
i-iMun speed to area YLI1iEi{, and by-passing
-'LPIDOO1T,~ to dominatc. the arc a from inclusive

,ITUTSi:JT to exclusivc ,3L2)00REO
If Ibridges at Gi.-TE., Ti .;IJI,1'.GT or jli 'o Sr

.were desotrto yed, the Div was to 'atati all
appropriate action in conjuniction with the
airborne troops, to effect a crossiing .and
facilitate construction of bridgcs by 45 Div.

*(i). To secure area fro;l inclusive PEjDOOPT .due
SOUTH along high ground to 1 .. irborne Div' s
bridgehead a;t Si',TEEI.

(ii.) T-o send. det.achlmIents to secure .crossings over
- .R!JSSL at DSL2II DP1_ Z 90 and ZuTPH-N -E33 99,

(iii). Should-bridgCs over the PS, }u W:, cor or DR. .
RI.... hlave been destroyed, be' prepared t0o c'arry
out an assault erossing and bridrging oper-a-
tion.

(i) Continue to hold the existing bridtgehead .over
tmC Il'XSE - ESCAUT Canal.

(ii) Thlerca2ter, send aetanchlents to sccure-,a .
crossing over R IJSSEL at DOlSBURG E 9.*' '';

(iii) &cdvance when ordered and securc high greouid.
NOiRTH of iLi'.HM, keeping contact -with 1
.!irborne Div and relieving 43 Div of part of
their responsibility.

(iv) Be available as Corp-s reserve.

(d) Three groups, each one arid.p.regt. one sqn .ROLLJS and: one fd
bty, -ith tasks as follo-ws, to assist the airborne forces- in
keeping clear toC Corps axis,

(i) 15/19H Group To :-C clear the zi,-JibJ'T are'a under
operational co-nand 506 RCOT o: 1.01 US
Airbornoe Div.

* ... /(ii) 2L, TMRh2 .
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(ii) 42±+ RTR Group To Leep clear the VEGHEL area under
operational command' 501 ' RT of 101 US
Airborne Div.

(iii) SRY Group To keep clear the GRAVE area in support
of 82 US Airborne Div.

8 CORPS

97. Its task was .tQoprotect the RIGHT and rear of 30 Carps and as
30 Cocps advanced, progressively to relieve that Corps of RIGHT flank
protection.

This was to be accomplished by capturing VEEERT K 59 and
SOERENDONK E 40, and subsequently extending as far NORTH as HELI.,OND E 52.

12 COPTS

98. . ' Its role was to continue to operate on the TL7T flanif of 30
Corps with the following tasks.

(i) Progressivel; to relieve 30 Corps of 'LETT flank pro-
tection by capturing initially RET-Y K 19, YARENDONCK
E 10 and TUPE'THOUT E 00.

(ii) Subsequently to advance to R 1MPiS and possibly beyond.

AIR SUPPORT

99. For the airborne operations fighters provided escorts and
withdrawal cover, umbrella cover over the Drop and Landing Zones, and
undertook anti-flak patrol. Bombers attacked flak positions.

As soon as the dxop.was over 83 Group (Second Tactical Air
Pore) were free to support the breakout of the ground troops. This
support was based on a pre-arranged requirement of one sqn Pi Typhoons
every 5 minutes for 35 minutes, briefed to strafe the road NORTH' of the
forward troops, to be followed by a cab-ranki of RP Typhoons flying over
the leading armd elements. In addition> the normal fighter effort was
available to keep the skiy clear.

100. Two aspects of .the operation in particular provided corTpli-
cated problems'.

Firstly, the tactical move of approximately 20,000 vehicles
across HOILAND on one route, supplenmented by a subsidiary route. This
involved a comprehensive organisation of Regulating HQs and Traffic
Control Posts, all equipped with wireless sets, 'and control in the
greatest detail by HQ 30 Corps.

Secondly. the bridging problem. Apart from the major water
obstacles, there were'several sizeable ones to be negotiated before the
LMAS was reached. In all there were about 9 000 RE and Pioneer personnel

engaged on 30 Corps front. Nearly the whole resources of 21 Army Group
Bridge column were assembled at BOURG LEOPOLD In addition to this
equipment on wheels, some 2,000 lorry loads were also urnpeod at BOURG
LEOPOLD.

D. PROGRESS O THE OPETION, SUCCESS EED LOSSES SUSTXIND

17 SPTEER .

101. e D day for the operation had been fixed for 17 Septeimber,
subject to the' weather being suitable for airborne operations. On the

... /evening 16
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evening 16'September, the weather forecast was favourable and at 1900
hours the word wTas given to lay on. the operation.

102. The f irst blow at enemy defences was struck by Bomber Comlmand
on ni'ght 16/17 September, when they droppecd asbout 1,200 tons on ene my
airfields, and on flak positions along the fly-in route. On the
morning of 17 September a further 535 tons were dropped. by the RAF and
just prior to the arrival of the troop carriers, Eighth US Air Force

dropped 3139 tons on 117 flak positions along the routes and near the
Drop and Landing Zones.

Betv.eeon 1025 anid 1155 hours on 17 September, the force took off,

with a strength of 1544 planes and 478 gliders. Of these , 1481 planes

and 425 gliders reached their destination. 20,000 troops were landed,
'ogether with 330 artillery weapons, 511 vehicles and over 500 tons of
equipment and supplies.

103. 101 US Airborne Div were conveyed accurately and with light losses
to their Dropping Zones and Landing Zones. Surprise was complete,
ground opposi-tion was light and the Div occupied SON, ST OEDENIRODE and
VEC-REL, All bridges were. held and were intact except that over the

T'ViIUIi3£NdA Canal which vwas blown.

82 US Airborne Div landed successfully and seized intact the

L'UAS bridge at GC-R'VE and the bridge at I-UTOIN over the 4MAAS - AA.L Canal.

One para rcgt pushed on into NIJC-EIN but was halted about 4PO yards

short of the 'WAuL bridge by very strong opposition.

Dro.-pping Zones and Landing Zones for 1 ALirborne Div were 5 to

8 miles iVEST of APRII2LI. The landing was generally successful and the .

area of the Dropping Zoncs and Landing Zones was secured. 1 Para Bdc

moved on to the bridges. The railway bridge was foundb blonas, but the

main road bridge was intact and 2 Para Bni, ith some elements of 3 Bn

established themselves at the Northern end. Enemy opposition ywas

stiff,

104. ,At 1510 hours Colmiander 30 Corps saw that the airborne drop

was procecding according to. plan 'and Guards iArmd Div was ordered to

attack at 1435 hours.

By 1500 hours the Dutch frontier --as crossed by the leading
elements and contact was made withIlenemy dug in on both sides of the

road and supported by a nurmiber of SP guns. W ithX close support from

RP Typhoons and the artillery, the opposition was overcome and the

Div advanced some 7 - 8 miles by nightf l1 to VxaI ITSVi&'ARD, about 6

miles short of E,'lDiOVEN.

Opposition had been a good deal stronger than was expected.,
Identifications shovw.ed that two bns of 6 para Regt and two bns of

9 SS Div were fighting on the Corps front.

105. On Rthe RICTIT 8 Corps were preparing to bridge the ·canal with

3 Div EAST of the inter-corps boundary. On the LET 12 Corps ordered

a night attack,. which was successful, and another bridehead was est-

ablished across ithe canal .-ith tihe object of -'uilding a class 9 bridge

by morning 18 September.

,Both Corps reported that enemy reaction on their fronts had

been considerable.

18 STEsvFZTE-,

106. 30 Corps, led by Guards -Armd Div, resumed their advance from
VAUOqNS^uIUD at 0600 hours agaainst sconsiderable. opposition. Fighti^

f or most of the day centered about SAALST .E 41 and £Di{OVEN. Attempts

.. /-were made
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-ere made to operate off the roac. and to broaden the front, but the ground
was unsuitable for tanks and the ene-.ly resistance was strong. The
capture of EiDIDHOVEN from the NORTH by 101 US Airborne Div eventually
eased the situation. Contact was established between the two divs about
1700. hours, ,and t-he GCuards rmd pushed through STi\DHOVEN to the Southern

bank of 'the' TLHEIIlZN. Canal near SON, her.or they proceeded to construct
a class 40 bridge.

50 Div continued their mopping up .operations further SOUTH
and maintained their hold on the iEUSE - ESCUT, Canal bridgehead in
spi'te of repeated enemy counter attacks from the NE. In order to re-
lievc 30 Corps of the responsibility for this bridgehead, 50 Div came
under operational co.mnand of 8 Corps,

107. 101 US Airborne Div consolidated its hold on all the nodal
points along the axis up to and excluding the GRCAEt bridge.

82. US Airborne Div continued to. drive for the NTIJl'EGEN-
bridges but an increase in thie enemy build-up preventod their capture.
The first of a series of counter attbacks from the REICHSAZLD Forest
,uwas made in the morning. It achieved some .temporary success and reached
the Landing Zone nearest to the Forest, but vwas eventually repulsed and
the area was cleared.

1 Brit Airborne Div held the area of the Dropping Zones and
Landing Zones, though they ¥were not able wholly to prevent enemy fire
on theme Little further progress was made towards' the bridges where
troops of 1 para Bde were being attacked by SS troops supported by
Tiger tanks -and SP guns. The second (glider) lift of the Div was
unfortunately delayed four hours owing to fog over the bases in the UK,

This favoured the enemy build-up and when these reinforcements did
attempt to break through to the bridges, they were held up at the
Western outskirts of the town and their own axis was cut. Thus the
Div was in three parts.

During this day, 1360 carrier aircraft and 1203 gliders took
off and their losses were very light (22 aircraft and 21 gliders).

108. On the flanks- of 30 Corps, 8 Corps established a small
bridgehead over the ESCAUT Canal in the LILLE ST 'HUB'RT area K 49.
On the LEFT 12 Corps had two Bdes across in their newly-established
crossing of the, Canal,

19 SEPTEI1EER

109.. On this day the weather was bad for f lying and H hour -was

postponed to 1500 hours. The aircraft which tooLk off had great
difficulty in reachirn their objectives and many turned back. Nearly
all the resupply for' Airborne Div fell into enemy hands, and most of

the polish Para Bdc could.. not take off from the U., The balance of
82 Airborne Div s glider -lift (258 gliders) did not go in at all, and
only about 25 per cent of their resupply could ruach them, Of 384
gliders for 101 Airborne Div only 212 arrived, .Severe flak was also

being encountered between the point where the air columns dispersed
SOUTH of 'aRTOGETBOSCE. :34, and the Landin-, and Dropping Zones.

110. At 0615 hours CGuards Armd Div started to cross the bridge at
SON, and by 0830 hours their leading elements had passed over G-RP^E
bridge and by 1400 hours the armd bde was concentrated just -SOUT-:. of
NIJIEGEN. Here 82 US Airborne Div was, havin2 a stiff fight with
troops of 9 SS Div., At 1500 hours. a combined att-aclh.by 82 US Air-
borne and the Guards was.put i.nto secure the bridges which were re-
ported to be still intact. The enemy had a numlber of SP guns and
concrete pill-boxes around the Southern end of thc bridge, and our

e o,/troops
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111. At PiIdfEi. the situation was obscure and deteriorating The
Dlv was trying to concentrate all available forces some 3 mriles ST of
the road bricOt-e, while at thle scame time guardin- the Landin' and Droping
Zones for Polish iPara Bde. hQ and one bn of 1 Para Bde still held an
area. at the Northern end of the bridge but' casualties had been heavy
opposition considerab'le andl aweunition and supplies were running short,
The two other bns of the Bde, together with one bn frorm each of 4 Para
Bde and 1 Airlanding Bdde, made another attempt to establish a corridor
thlrouvght to the DbrJ d, e but they failezd to break through and very few
surrivors returned,

112. The rest of 30 Corps and 101 US Airborne Div were still mopping
up pockets of enImy resistance in thle EiTSNlDNIVT area, The ene.v werc in
fair ,s-trength1 at h;klT10b1 to tthe S3Th of the axis, and at SCHIJDEL E 43 to
the ¥YEST.

On 8 and 12 Corps front s progrss as slo in difficult country
which was being stubborn!ly defoended 11 ',rmd Div reached 'ITSDE E 40
and had patrols 3 ri!les further on at IBEZE. In 12 Corps sector 53
Div attacking NORTi1 and T.E'ST rlade slow- progress,

20 SEPTEMBER

113., The weather vas again bad and only resupply miisaion' could be
carried out. .These ,wre about 60 per cent successful.

The miain considerations af'fecting operations dn. this day -w;cre
to secure the. NI.Z .EN bridge, to ward off att'acls fror'- thc ' ISI LD
Porest ,where the cnemy was *building-up, and the overriding necessity of
relieving 1 Airborne Div.

114. At first light Guards ,rnioured Div started to clear KIJ1;EQCas a step towards securing the 3ridge, while 504 US Para Res:t prepared
to.make an assault crossing of the 1R %L .MEST- of the town.

i~t 1500 hours theC assault crossing began, In the face .of
heavy and close fire, and suffering severe casualties, the US' Regt nado
a small bridgehead and gradually expanded it. They then turned EAST.
When the 4zierican flaog- could be seen on the far bank at 1730 hours a
small force, including tanks and inf of the GPhDGFIERS wlho by then woere
lighting on the approaches to the road bridge, supported by SP anti-tank
guns and REs, rushed the rid ge and crossed the 600 yards span to join
up. with the US para troops.-. Dy 2015 hours the position was strengthened&
and a firm bridgehead established.

115. .At I Tl-vI the position of the troops at the bridge was now-
critical. 1Ammrunition had run out and 300 wounde had ad to be surrendered,
The houses from whicih they were fighting wcrer gracdually burnt out by
incendiaries. P'inall, at 0500 hours on 21 Septumber, th.ey w-ere form.ed
up into small -roups and ordered to make their way back if possible to
the main -body. 'The remainder of 1 Airborne Div `was defending:, its
perimeter, but this had to boe gradually contractcd as enemry infiltration
increased. The hoped-for drop of the Pol:ish para Bde was atgain post-
.poned owing to the weather.

116`, 82 US Airborne Div successfully withstood several enemy
attacks, fighting in the BEEK area about. 3 miles SE of NIJI CIETIF 'bridg
being particularlr violent.

To the SOUTh. 101. US iAirborne Div naintained their positions
and repulsed an enemy attack at SON, Frorm. the rIs,10~iD area -thl enemy
miade another attack' at 0800 -Pours- w.it-lh t.anks, SP guns: and irfantry,

-. o,/tVo cut the
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to cut the L of C. An organised attack by 501 RCT, assisted by 15/19H,
44 R Tks, SRY and Main HQ 30 Corps, restored the situation ;at 1100 hours,
and the flow of traffic was able to continue.

On the RIGHTi flank 8 Corps secured ACTHEL 'K 49 and Hi,2LONT 49
both. of which were short" of the .Dutch frontier. On the LEFT 12 Corps
.made 'some progress *and reached .the road EINDHOVEN TURNHOUT, but re-
ported stiff opposition from the `i.ST.

.. 21. to 26 SEPTEvMBER ... ....

117.- ' :During this period, the main items were the expansion of the
!',IESE~L~N bridgehead; ..enemy activities against the L of C but neverthe-
less a gradual widening of the corridor; and the unsuccessful attempts
to relieve 1 Airborne Div and its eventual - thdrawl.

' cept. on 23 September bad weather severely restrictedl air
operations, and on 22'.September no' troop carrier operations were
possible at all.

118, On 21 September the Guards An'rmd Div attempted to reach ARN1HE
and carry out their. original task, while 43 .Div camle up .into the NIJiLv CGT
bridgehead. progress however was slow, .and. the advance . was finally.,
halted by a strong anti-tank screen some 600 yards SOUTH of the railvay
station at BESSEII E 76. The armour was forced to keep to the road
which was about 6 feet above the surrounding country and had deep
ditches on both sides. Artillery support was strictly limited and air
support was reduced: owing to the bad flying weather.

ARPMVEM itself was now completely controlled by the enemy, and
at' 1700 hours he captured the ferry at .HEVEDORP E 67, thus cutting the
last: possible link to the SOUTH side of the NEDER RIJN.

At 1700 hours about two-thirds of the Polish Para Bde. were
dropped in the area IW and NORTH of ELST E 77. Owing to flak, this
drop'was mad-e .a good deal nearer ELST than had bec-n intended and the
'Bde suffered hea-y casualtiest . There was some delay in concentrating
the Bde in the area from - which..they -were to cross to reinforce 1 .- .
Airborne Div.

119. On 22 September the attack was renewed by .43 Div, while Guards
'Armd Div rested and made reconnaissanees further to the .'TEST and to the

1ERTOGENBOSCH area.

The 43 Div attack was eventually held up outside ELST after
..some stiff fighting. A mobile column of one bn inf and one sqn tanks
made a detour WEST and succeeded in joining. up with the Poles at DRIEL
67 and in reaching the TE.ER RIJN. As, however, the river bankr was
under close range fire, and the DUKV-S (carrying armmunition, medical
supplies etc) could not negotiate the steep banks, only a very small
amount of stores could be got over by improvised means. '.

Ait 1300 hours the 30 Corps axis: was cut between UDEN and
VE' GEGL with inf and' tanks, and at the slme. time the enelmy started
shelling ST OEDEMRODE. The' injf bde. of Guards iAmd Div was despatched
to deal with this threat,' and. at 1530 hours on 23 September the axis was
cleared, though it still remained under shell and small arms fire.

120. On the 23rd, 43 Div slightly strengthened the corridor to the
IEDER RIJNT but by nightfall had not completely cleared ELST. In the
afternoon 353 Glider Inf Regt (82 US Airborne Div) and the balance of
Polish Para Bde were landed near c-GRVE . During the night 23/24
September about 250 Poles were ferried across the 1:EDER RIJN and a number
succeeded in linking up with 1 Airborne Div. On the following night 4
DORSETS (43 Div) were able to ferry some 350 men across, but the intense

... /fire put
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fire put a stop to the proceedings at first light. Contact was made
with thQ, enermy. but elements. of' 1.^Airborne. Div could not be located.

* .rders 'wvrere.'is.sued om 25 September that: the-f'ly-in of 52 (L) s /

Div was postponed.indefinitel. . .. .-..

Fighting continued to be violent in the area of ELST and
BE2iEL E 76, the enemy SOUTH of ARNIEM having been reinforced wvith., inf
and tanks, and it was not until the late afternoon of 25 September that
these localities were' co mpiletely .cle.ar,

Meanwhile the main axis was again cut SOUTH of VE CGIEL at 1630
hours.- on 2 September In spite of ..strenuous efforts by 101 US Airborne
Div, the enemy built up a cons.iderable .force during the night. - inf,
tanks and SP guns. On 25 September 101 US Airborne Div from the NORTH
supported by 24- RTR, in concert with 50 Div from the SOUTH, endeavoured
to restore the situation. By darl the enemy had been cleared from all
but a small area SOUTH of the road, which was, however, still closed.
It was not until 26 September that the area was sufficiently clear for
traffic to use the axis.

121. During this period, 8 and 12 Corps had been ma;ing progress on
the flanks, but they too were up against a stubborn enemy in difficult
country. While advances were made on both sides of EIMDHOVEN, EERT
was captured -on 22 September, and DEUTPE E 62 on 24th. By the evening
of 25 September, ELIOND and C-GEiRT were in our hands, and 8 Corps made
contact with 30 Corps in the area of ST 1ATTONIS 73.

On the LEiT flank, 12 Corps slowly cleared the area between
the road EIIDDHOVEN - TUR\THiOUT and the road EIbD\HOVEN - I-MRTOICEIBOSCH, and
made progress towards SCHIJ:\DEL, but the enemy was still holding out in
BEST 32 and BOXTEL 33.

122. On the morning of 25 September it was decided to withdraw 1
Airborne Div from their positions NORTH of the TI1ED-R RIJT that night.
Their bridgehead was no longer tenable owing to casualties and shortage
of amimunition and supplies. - The necessary reinforcements and supplies
could only be provided on a limited scale by night with assault boats
etc, and each effort would mean a major operation since the enemy
dominated the crossing places from the high ground NE and IET. Moreover,
the area in which the Airborne Div was located was not suitable for
expansion into a Corps bridgehead.

123. During the night 25/26 September 43 Div carried out the with-
clrawal operation with assault boats. This was done with the greatest
gallantry and skill by all concerned, and by 0600 hours on 26 September,
when intense fire made further crossings impossible, 2163 men of the
Airborne Div, 160 of Polish Para Bde and 75 of 4 DORSET were safely
evacuated. 180 men of the latter Regt were left on the NORTH bank of
the river, still fighting to cover the withdrawal. A few of them
managed to return the following night.

PESUILT

124. There is every reason to suppose that the operation would
have been completely successful if the weather been more favourable.
The arrival of the rolish Para Bde and 325 Glider Inf RCT (82 US Air-
borne Div) on D plus 2 as planned might have provided in time the
essential extra inf for the tasks at AR=EM and NIJIVEC-EN. Moreover,
better weather would have permitted adequate air supply, and the
normal scale of air support to the ground troops.

l Nevertheless, a deep thrust of some 60 miles was made into
country occupied and held by a stubborn enemy, five major water
obstacles were successfully negotiated in the face of strong opposition

.../and the plan
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and the plan as originally conceived was 90 per cent successful.

The posssession of the bridge at REYAVE and of the NIJMEGEN area
was to be of considerable *importance in the later operations, which
-were to result in driving the enemy from the WEST bank' of the HIINE.

OSSeES ' '

125, The enemy lost 16,000 prisoners and 30 tanks and SP guns des-
troyed; 159 of his aircraft -were also destroyed.

Total casualties of the Airborne Corps were 9,600, of which
the Brit element was 6986 including 322 killed.
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SECTION 5. TTE OP TQO:S TO OPEN Mg AND LEAR THE LOWIR RHINE

A. GERTML PLAN OP THE BATTLE

126. -Towar-ds the end of September in general terms' the boundary
between :Second Brit Anry and. First d.n Armly was MALINFS- J 77 -
TURNHOUT E 00 - T-ILBURC E .13 -: RTOGCENBCSCH E 34 - UTRECH FE 29.
In First Cdn Army a regrouping.was taking place. 1 Corps from LE
HAVRE crossed over too the RIGITui7 of the Army sector to SE of !'MTTWERP,
relieving fmns of 12 Corps° . The Polish Arnd Div: :which had been
relieved of its responsibilities in the area. WEiT of AITWERP on 24
September, joined I corps, ,n 2 CdnCorps sector, 2 can Inf Div
handed over the .-.avestment of DTUIKIIRK to 4 SS Bde,

127. It can be said that the operations to ooen :ATWfERP started
-on 1 October.- On this datoe 2 Cdi.. Inf Div wore in process of crossing
the AINTTIRP - TURIIHO1TJ Canal through the 1 Corps bridgehead about 5
miles WEST of TURNHOUT, Tlae. ar be.tween the SCE DT. .Estuary ahnd
TERNEUZEN had been com.plete'ly clea.red.: All enemy forces SOUTH of
.the WEST $ :CHEDT had been confined in the ' isl.an..:f'o.med by the
SAVOJAARDS PLAAT D 20038 the LEOPOLD Canal and. the sea Here they
were being contained by Cdn.Amaid, Div;. CALAIS .was being finally
mopped. up by 3 Cdan I.f Di-, . .. :

128. .The plan to open A-',TWERP fell: into thrbee parts:-

-First: Tbo seal off the isthmus leading to SOUTH BEVEIIND D 42
and to $leapr the 'island" .SOUTH. of the SOHEUDT.

Second: To cleakr SOUTH BEVELAID by an advance :along the isthmus
in conjunction with an assault .across the estuary. from'
the SOUTH. ;

-Third: TTo clear WALCHEREN D 13 by concentric attacks from the
EAST, 'SOUTH and IEST. Thiso invoi.red. a second crossing
of- the estuary and a seaborne expedition from one of
the Channel Ports .. .The;fixed and heavy defences-of
fALCHERE were. to be neutralis'ed by'bombing the sea

:dykes and. flooding the island. .

While these pperations .wer;e in progress the RIGHT wing of
First Cdn Army would. be advancing from :the A1 T WERP'- TURNHOUT Canal
across the genera,. line of the.road.TILBURG BREDA D 93 - ROOSENDAAL
D 73 - BER-OP.-ZOO -D 62 to the iIMAAS,. . - :

B. 'THE ENE!EY STRENGTH ,A:D 0 GENERAL LAYOUT IN TIHgE E

129. ' At the beginning of October about ni'Lne enemy iff divs were
SOUTH 'of the MA^AS, T,1ST of .flNHMEh. Of. these thhaee :were four main
divisional groups who would have to be dealt wit'n in slearin.g the
SCHELDT Estuary. T-wo rwco.e in the area BREDA .- NTWERP - BERGEN-OP-ZOOM1
HOLLAND, SOUTH of the Estuary, was held by 64 .i-i2 .Div, which contained
a large :*proportion .of experienced.t,:roops from -the Russian front. SOUTH

BEVELiAD and VALCHERE.T were garrisoned by 70 Inf Div.

Defences around the SCH.EDT Estuary..'.'

1130. The enemy coastal defence system analogous in nearly all
respects to that found along the Channel Coast was designed to prevent
access.:to the mouth of the SCHELDT. Large coastal- bat.teries. located
on WVGCHEREN iSL'D.. covered the entrances to' the SCOELT. their fire
being crossed by heavy, and medium batteries situated in the "island"
formed.'by:the LEOPOLD C m.ai .- :

- -' -" ' . * ! ~,0/Thb" ""ISLND1T"
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a) The "L " ....... - *

The area was completely flat with a network of minor canals
, and ditches and numerous areas wore flooded. ' It' -as criss'
crossed by dykes mostly carrying roads and tracks. The "."..,
fields or:polders were. open and afforded. little cover and ''

. ..:.the bearing capacity of the soil was poor.

.The enemy .positions on the far side of the canal we're known' '
' to be dug in on the reverse side 6f "the canal'dyke, diffi'cult'
-. to neutralise wi,th HE and SA fire. .' '

In his defensive battle the enemy was materially assisted by
... the fixed, coast defences of RESKENS D '01 , CADZA2JD C 91 and .

.. ; ' -KNOCKE C 81, and the btys on Vt1LCHEREN Island. '

(b) SOUTH BEVEIMD and fALCHERE Island-, .

(i) 'SOUTH BEV3ELMD - , - "

The greater part of. SOUTH BEVELAND is reclaimed land'
held in position by dykes. ,lovenment is restricted 'to:'
one main road and the minor approach roads along the
dykes SOUTH of. the main road, Large areas had. already
been flooded while the remainder was saturated ground.

-There were fewv fixed defences on SOUTH BEVaLAND and the
enemy relied largely on inundations, extensive use of
mines and cratering to 'hamper attackinqg forces .':.:..

(ii); wAICHMERM Island

. : ...The .. defences .evre sited primarily.,to prevent a se.borne
. . .landing from the VEST and.:to cover the entrance to the
.. ..ST. SCHELDT. The WEST and. SOUTH sides of the island
'were -.protected by underrnater obstacles, wire and inf
positions on the dykes and dunes with gun btys in support
behind. FLUSHING had a perimeter defence system
including two anti-tank ditches. The strongpoints on
the SIW coast, similar in design and function;to those
of the NORL^LNDY beaches were fairly heavily fortified as:
far NORTH.,as WVSTKAPELLE, though less heavily fortified
than those at FLUSHING. Beaches and dunes' and: their
exits were tho,:oughly mined. On the island there were
25 active .coast btys mounting four or'six guns. -Calibres:
ranged from 94 mm to 220 mm, the majority being 150 rmm
and 105 mm. . In.addition there were numerous; 88 rmns and

.. ,smaller. guns sited- in strongpoints. 'The .A; defehnces were:'.
heavy. :....'

131. The SCHELDT, and its; approaches had been extensively;'miine;
the Germans operated a number .of explosive motor boats et,: and :midget '
submarines in the area. ... . ' ' ' '

,. FORCES EPLOYED TO CA'2RY OUT THE TASK . . . . ... "., :

.CQRFS . . . . .. ...1 CORPS.

132. . The: task of clearing the area bea t eaen' the -g=AVlERP - TURNHOUT
Canal and the' IVMAS: was given to I Corps. Initially I Corps ha.d 49
and 51 Divs and the Polish Armd Div'. ' 51 Div was transferred, 9to 12' '.
Corps 'on .17' October when Secohid.Army wrere 'developing their' operations '
against HERTOGENBOSCH and TILBURG. 4 Cdn Armd Div and 104' US" Div
then came into 1 Corps.

... /2 CDN CORPS



- 35 -

2 CDN C RES . .. ....... :.

133. Clearing the SCHELDT was tho responslibility, of 2 Cdan Crps.
2 Cdn Inf Div had the task :.f: sealing off the isthmus and clearing
SOUTH BEVELIdND. With the assistance of 4 Cdn Ar-d Div -who were to
co:ntain the enemy, 3 Cdn Inf Div were to deestroy the enemay on th
"island' SOUTH of th4e SCIHELDT. *4. SS Bde was to make the seaborne
attack on l. LCHEN. : .

a In the course of the- oper atiios, certain modifications
were made to these plans.: 52 Div from the UK joined in the' :
operations SOUTH of the SCIE.LDT about the middle of October, and 4'
Cdn ,Crln Div th.en -moved round' -EAST of ZN.TIWiERP to operate .on the
RIGHT of 2 Cdn In-f Div.

AiPHIB i ANS ; . .

134. In order .to' coc:e with the inundatirons and. the saturated ground,
and to make c.orssings. of 'the W,,ST SChELDT, a nuoi'ber o.rf aniphibians were
made availabloe, includding soKme 200 LVTs ("Buffalomes") uand bI 29Cs
("VWeasels"), DUKIWs and Terrapin's..'::

ROYiLL NL Y ......... . ' -

135. The seab.Dor.ne. as.sault 'was:'t:,." be m..,de by Force "'T", 'which con-
sisted of approximately: 200. landing and. close support craft, supported
by a Bombardi-.ent Squadr.on fo'. MIS Warspite and. monitors, .'

D. SUCCESS .ACHIEVE . '

O ,ELRTIOTS TO U OENiT BT ERP. SE;ZLiG-OFF SOUTH BEVELLND

136., On 1 October the LEFT bde of 2 C.dn. Inf Div occupied MERXEIVI
J 79 without opposition, and the, RIGHT bdae was in BRECHT D 81. The
Northern out-slirts.. of .[TiTiERP up to the Dutch frontier were cleared
quickly, but further ELST the enemy made use of the wooded country to
delay the advance. By 7 October, however, the area of iWOESDRECHT
D 62 was reached; opposition stiffened considerably as the isthtmus.was
approached.

Some days .:were, s p:'ent .in' dealing with paratroops who were dug
in amnon rthe dykes and railway/- eombanklments in the 'WO~ENSDRECHT area, while
attempts wrere mad.e: tP 'push. up .along the main road to :KORTEVEN D 62.
Enemy counter-attacks wi-th'inf''and 'tanks were frequdnt, but th.e positions
generally were held and the enemry was gradually. worn down;' the isthmus
was virtually sealed. .......

By 20 October, 4 Cdn r-:d Div had.'arrived NE of A2NTsERP and.
began to exert pressure around CAfL"ITIHOUT D' 7 and CIHT±RBROEK D 71.

They pushed on vfith vigour: and on the evening of 2.3 October crossed the
Dutch frontier at ESSCiHE D 72. 2 Cdn Inf Div had meanwhile improved
their positions and were ready to advance 'iWEST- along'- the isthmus.

CLEARING THE SOUTH. B.'NK OF T HE SCHELDT

137. The plan of 3 Cdn Inf Div was .briiefl-y as :follows. 7 Bde to
establish a bridgehead. across the LEOOR)LD' Canal NORTH of VuiLDEGzvI J 09
through which 8 Bde.- .as- to pass. . 8:Bde vwas:. then to .seize crossings over
the canals at SLUIS Ci 90 and RETRSCEtIIENT C 91' and clear. the KNOCKE
area. 9 Bde was to assault across the SAVOJAALDS HEL'[T 'D 2313 on .D
plus 2 and establish a bridgehead on the EL.ST of the island from which
they were to clear the coast up to BRESIENS D 01 .

138. The assault across the LEOiPLD Canal was launched at 0530 hrs
on 6 October with .two. bns after the enemy positions on the far bank had

... /been flamed
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boon flamed by WA.SPs. Small shallow bridgeheads were raade'" ifi ''the.'Pface
of fanatical opposition and enfilade fire down the canal from the WEST.
t -wIas four days before the bridgehead could be sufficiently expanded

to .enable' the bridges to be built. The enenTy reinforced and- counter-
attacko-d re'eatedly, but it turned out later that in these efforts he
had spent a considerable :portion of his best troops. . .... . :

159. 9 Cdn Inf Bde on release from the CLIAIS operations, was
moved to C-HfET to "marry-up" with the LVTs of 5 Assault: Regt BE (79
11rLud Div). The afssault Group (two bns and Tac Bde HQ) sailed up the
GH'IET - TE.NEUZIMT Canal on the evening of 7 October. There was 24
hours' delay. at TERETIEUZMq owing to trouble at the locks, and the column
harboured in. the area without being seen by the enony guns and OPs
across the SCHELDT. At 0020 hrs on 9 October, 'the expedition emerged
into the SCHELDT and sailed some 4 or 5 miles to land two hours later
on beaches at the Eastern tip of the 'sland:' Surprise was complete
and a bridgehead was established without ruch opposition.

- During the day, hcowever, the guns from FLUSHING and BRESItNS
o ened on the.bridgehead and the craft plying across the S&iJAT.JA.RDS-
FLbT. Ene-y reinforcements arrived and counter-attacked, but the
hold on the island was slowly extended.

In view of the tough opposition on the LEOU'LD Canal, 8 Cdn.
Bde were brcught round and passed across the SAVOJAARDS PELiaAT. 9
Cdn B3de captured the small harbour 'rf HOOFDL'AT 'D 11, and BIERVLIET
D 11 while 8 Cdn B'de'pushed SOUTH and SW to open' up a land route at
the Southern end of SAVUOJARDS ELAiT in conjunction with 4 Cdn Arnd
Div. This was effected, after some fierce fighting, on 14' October.
The two bdes now fought '.n from one dyke to another, and on 19th,
junction was made with troops .from the LEOPJLD Canal bridgehead near
ST ±iTUIS D 00. The enemy was slowly pushed back to the line
BRESTS. - SC.HOUNDIJKE D 01 - OOSTBURG SLUIS, BRESIEs S being
finally cleared onr 22 October.

., '-.r I.sIt is now necessary to revert to the .operati.ons across
SOUTH BE . TD...

SOUTH BEVEL'D .

140,. '-...hile 4 Cdn irrrd Div attacked towards BERGEN OP ZOCOI to
s.ecureotho RIGHT- flank, two bdes of 2 Cdn Inf''Div were to attack .
along'...the isthnus,' secure a crossing. over the BEVEL.ND Canal D 42, .
and drive ViEST to seize the causeway between SOUTH BaEV ND and
,&i'LCHEEIT. The thir'dI'bde was to cross the SCH-ELDT frhom TEPNEEUZEN . :-
to the vicinity of BA'RL.ND D 31, and join up with the rest of the
Div in the area of GR_'iVErTPOLDER D 32.

52 Div had now arrived from the UK and in view of the
stiff fighting which had' already'taken place at" the isthmus, 156 ..
Bde .of this Div. was given t:he task of making the SCHELDT crossing.

141. ft 0430 hrs on 24 October 2 Cdn Inf Div started the
advance into SuUTH BEVELI\TD. SOUTH of the 'main road pragress was
fairly good, but along the road and NORTH of it. opposition was very
stiff and the advance, was further delayed by the wholesale crater-
ing of. the road. .. It is difficult to imagine a more unsuitable
,piece '-,country in which tto fight a battle. Nevertheless, the-
Canadians were able to clear the isthmius and on 27 October they
reached the BEEVELANiD.Canal, -which is about 300 feet wvide', and
proceeded to bridge it. .

142. Meanwhile, 156 Bde of 52 Div had sailed in ,LVTs from.
TE-NEUZE at. 0245 hrs on 26 Octcbetr and about 2 hrs later, landed.

... /on the
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on the selected, beaches neir 'B LAND after a journey of 8 or 9 miles.

There was no opposition on one beach, but the more Northerly one was

soon shelled and the craft sustained casualties., Counter-attacks were

driven off and the bridgehead expanded, a second bde being ferried

across on 28 October. On 29 October a link up was made with 2 Cdn

Inf Div Who had pushed on from the BEVELT-ND Canal, and progress was

general on the front of both Divs. The Canadians took the Northern

route through GOES D 32 and drove for the causeway, while 52 Div moved

uo on their LEFT through HEERENHOEK D 22. On 30 October, the advance

was halted at,the EAST end of the causeway by stiff opposition and

mines. The next day 4 Cdn B'de cleared this and troops of 5 Cdn Bde

then passed through. They were finally held up about 100 yards from

'the far end of the causeway by heavy mortar fire and a profusion of

machine guns sited in the LiCiLCHEREN dykes. The causeway is just vwide

enough to take the road and the railway; there-is no cover.

COMPLETION OF THE OPERATIONS SOUTH OU THE SCHELDT

143. To return to 3 Cdn Inf Div. After the fall of BRESKENS,

the enegy opposition began to crack. With two bdes up, the Div swung

SW towards the canal 'at RETRP CHMENT. CADZAND and its heavy guns were

captur.ed without opposition, but parties of enemy fought stubbornly

along.the coast. A crossing of the canal was quickly effected during

the night 30/31 October, and by the following .evening the reserve'bde

had pushed on to KNOCKE. During the next three days, mopping, up

operations continued in the canal areas between ZEEBRUGGE, SLUIS and

BRUGES and the operation closed at 0930 hours 3 November having yeilded

:12,500 prisoners. Grouhd conditions had been extremely difficult;

for four.. weeks. it had been a hard infantry fight against opposition

which the Canadians described as being as stubborn as anything they had

met since D Day. . :

THE CAPTURE OF Wi.LCHEREN

.124. . .Three assaults were to be- made on the island:-

(a) From" SOUTH BEVEAt.D. The task of 2 Cdn Inf Div was .to-make

a bridgehead WEST 'of the causeway. They were then to be

relieved by the two bdes of 52 Div whose responsibility
would be to clear the SE corner of the island and advance

firstly on FLUTSHIG D 12 and sec-ondly, or. alternatively, on
; .'.:. : EMIDDEiBURG. D 13.' .

'(b) An. attack on FLUSHING by No. 4 Commando. (4 SS Bde). proceeding

- .direct from BRESIENS in LCA. H hour 0545 hours I November.

155 Bde (52 Div) was to be held in reserve at BRESKES.. If

the initial assault on FLUSHING was successful, the Bde- would

i , irediately follow through. If .it failed, the Bde was to

move overland to OSTEND and be landed at VESTKPE[L.E D. 03 to

pass through 4 SS Bde.

(c)' An attack near WESTKAPEELLE by Nos 41, 47 and 48 Comrmandos

of 4 SS Bde, and No 10 (IA) C-omzando. .The primary task of

'. the SS Bde was to secure the dune area from TibESTIEEELLE to

mLUSHING and destroy 'all batteries, therein. The secondary

task was a similar one in the area -WESTIPl.ELLE - DLBD3URG

D 03. :

As it was essential from a Naval point of view to touch

down as soon after *low water as possible H hour was 0945

hours 1 November. ' '

145. The main preliminary operation' was the,bombing by the RAF

of the iVMSTM K and other sea dykes, whereby the island would be

... /flooded.
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floodeda. vTh9e pESTIPE[LE 'dyke was 330 feet wide at -its base and 30
feet high.-above low water level. If a breach of 300 yards could be
nade in, it, the.enery positions could be taken in rear by waterborne
forces. .

During October the RAF; breached the dykes at four points,
NE; of V -ERE 13, both E:ST and VTEST of FLUSHING and at the Southern
end of the .jZESTKAPELLE dyke. This last breach was 380 yards wide.

As a result, by 1 November, the greater -part of the island
was below water except for 'FLUSHING and IIDDETLBEURG, a narrow belt of
dunes along the Nrrthern, Western and Southern sides, and a larger
area in the SE corner. About half the batteries were nade untenable.

WiLCHERE. 1 NOVENBER

146. ~it the causeway, a Cdn bn made 400 - 500 yards progress but
was forced back to the WEST end after some fierce fighting.

*At FLUSHING, 4 Ccximndo made a successful landing and reached
the water front without heavy casualties. They were quickly followed
by the leading troops of 155 Bde, and,together they pushed on into the
town. The chief opposition camee froni strong points and pill boxes on
the flanks of, their beachhead. The build-up proceeded satisfactorily
during the day, though 11 LCs and LVTs were sunk or damuaged by gun fire
and aines. -"

147. The force to attack liESTKAETLE'left OSTEND on 31 October.
The passage was uneventful. The close support squadron of 25 vessels
was in the lead, and was tined to arrive one mile off shore at H minus
20 minutes, with the leading groups of landing craft close astern.

Firing frao the shore was first observed at 0715 hours when
the DUi\,BURG batteries opened on the FLUSHING assault. At 0820 hours,
the bombardinent squadron - IH-S W.RSPITE and the monitors ROBERTS and
EREBUS - opened fire. Shortly before 0900 hours, the close support
squadron deployed, and at 0900 hours battle was joined. By this time,
the squadron was being engaged by practically all the hostile batteries
(about 9) frou NORTH of WJESTiETELLE to FLUSHING.

148. The weather in UK severely restricted flying: operations and
the pre-H hour fighter/bomiber and heavy bomber attacks could not take
place. The "cabrank" RP Typhoons of Second Tactical MIir Force 'from .
the Continent appeared on tine and pressed honme a determined attack
just as the assault troops were about to land. This undoubtedly had a
profound effect ,n the operation at a tine when the support squadron was
suffering severe casualties from the still active batteries.

The shooting of the Boibardraent Squadron was also handicapped
as their spotting planes could not take off from the UK. Air observation
posts fromi the Continent eventually took their place.

149. The leading troops touched dovn at 0957 hours at the gap in
the dyke and the remaining landing craft were successfully beached and
unloaded by 1230 hours. 48 Coarmando on the RIGHT captured a strong

point SOUTH of the gap, and by evening had made about 2 miles progress
towards ZOUTELNDE D 03 elirinatin-g battery i 13 on the way after a
stiff fight.

On the LEFT, 41 Cornando negotiated the gap in their LVTs,
dismounted and captured W]ESTiAPELLE village and, gfter being ordered to
halt for a while to await results further SOUTH, were given permeission
at 1500 hours to push on to DB,,URG. Having established a firm base
at UESTKEELLE they advanced to DOB'URG- by dark, capturing two batteries
en route. -

.. ./47 Commando
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47 Cormando landed about midday, and' after some delay in
negotiating the gap in the. face of very heavy fire, they were
assembled for the night about half a aile to the SOUTH.

150. The landing had been successful. It was due in no small
measure to the determination of the Close Support Squadron to ensure
that the Conmmandos should arrive safely on- the beach and receive the
maxim-tuu support.. The Squadron engaged, and drew to thems elves the
fire, of the enermy batteries; in some cases at point blank range.
In the first four hours, the Squadron lost 11 of its 25 craft by
gunfire, and another 3 on rlines.

VLJjOHEREN. 2 - 8 NOVEIMBER

151. it the causeway, 52 Div took over froma 2 Cdn Inf Div who were
withdrawn into reserve. Further progress here was severely limited by
well-sited:strongpoints and to ease the situation another assault was
made across the SLUOE Channel about 2 rmiles to the SOUTH. This took
place on the night 2/3 November and -ras successful. The first 400
yards was made in assault boats, after which the troops struggled
across the. salt marsh for about three-quarter, of a mile, well over
their waists in liquid raud.. More troops crossed in the save way
the next night, and by the evening of 4 November, in spite of fairly
heavy opposition, a link-up '-was made. with the troops at the causeway.
Progress ,was then ade: NORTH tovwards-VEERE and SOUTH towards FT
RAlMMEKI D 12.

152. w't FLUSHING, 4 Commando and 155 Bde steadily mopped up the
town against concrete strong points and suicide squads who established
themselves in the cranes and gantries of the dock area. With the',
assistance of some mountain guns which were assembled in-the upper
floors of houses - and mortar barrages from the roofs of buildings the
town was cleared by the evening of 3 Noveraber.

153. .Un -2 November, 4 SS Bde pushed on past ZOUTELJNDE and after
sole fierce fighting for the enemy battery W 11, a junction was made
the next: day with the force at FLUSHING.

In the NOIRTH, the en-e y fought -back strongly in the, dunes
and woods NE of D2OMURG. where mines and wire were widespread. With
the assistance of two gun tanks and two AVREs, the sole survivors of
about twenty which had attermpted to land at V'ESTKiPJELE on D Day, the
Cor,7aandos gradually mopped up towarids VROUVbENJULDER D 14538.

154. ' Resistance was now almost at an -end. on the- afternoon Of
6 N:overmber, a "left-flanking": attack in LVTs fromn FLUSHInG across
the inundations was Lmade on MIDDMEBURG,, and the German Coimnander was

'captured. Wit.i the aid of the amphibians, the rest of the island
was cleared and on the 8 November the: operation ceased, some 8,000 ,
-prisoners having been collected.d on QpVaLCHERN.

j. ' . '."^ .. . ... .. 
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155. ' On 4- Noveiber the first minesweepers reached ~TfLERP. One
of the most intricate sweeping operxations of the war now had to be
carried out. '100 min esveepers were' eaploy~ed.clearing the 70 mile
long channel, vwhich hada to be swept 16 times. 406 mines were accounted
for. On 28 November- ac : convoy of 18 'ships reached ANTTVVERP safely.

0PFSLTIUNS TO CLR THE LoER ;. . :: . .

156. '"hen thet ,'ithdrzawal of 1 Airborne Div from 2NHEVI had been
effected on 26 September 30 Corps -vwas concerned with exapnding the
NIJIviEG-.T bridgehead and ke¢ping- opetn the corridor, while 8 Corps on
the RIGHT' and 12 Corps on the LEFT came up on the flanks.

... /30 Corps



30 C.orps gradually expanded. WEST between the' NEDER.RIJN .-and
the %aL, and SW across the MAlS towards HERTOGEN3USCH to link up with
12 Corps which. was -directed-on -':SHIJNDEL. -.. : . ':

";'- '.Fiurthser VEST, 1 Corps of First C.dn Army was moving towards
the 'line TIIBLjUR -3 BERGEN' OP ZOU1I. . : . -.. - ....

157. W ; VWEST of'ARNH , the position was'-gradualiy'improved. and; the
enemy, despite repeated counter attacks, .'was pushed across ;the NEDER

RIJN to just short of W;;GENING-N E 57 whence the line ran generally
SSW to a point about 4 miles EAST of HERTUGENBOSCH. - ..'--:

. eanwhile, -the-boundary between Second British and First. Cdn
Armies was temporarily moved further WREST and 12 Corps was directed:
on the MAAS through the -general area HR-TUOENBUSC.H.- TILBURG.--.
OOSTERHOUT E' 04 - .

158e- 'On 22 Octobler, 12 OGorps launchbd. an .'attack EiLST of HERTUGEN-
BUSCH with' RIGHT:- 53 D:iv:'an:I EFT 7 Aimd -nDiv, while. at midnight 51 Div
attacked' EST. of 'SCGHtJNDEL'i' -: A'-though conditions: were difficult . -
owving to -extensiv- . f-ood'irn in some :areas, progress was- good. :....
HERTUGNB6S'CH' was clhr-edd by 53 DiV on 27 October, and. th-e following
day 15 Div 'on the eJt:reme ;' LEFT- bf0the 'C'orps, scoured .TILB.URG. '51
Div and 7 Armd Div then continued the sweep towards the MALS and
cleared the country as far WEST as OOSTERHJUT and GEERTRUIDENBURG
04,- the latter reiain-ing in enemy hands for the time.-b.eing.

159. In the'Cdn"'Arry sector, .''early in October 49 Div and Polish
rr.md Div of 1 Corps,' made progress''NUoRTH of TURNHOUT to within 4 miles

of TILBURG 'on the RIGHT and to ALHEN' 02 on the LEFT. IA pause then
occurred while 4 Cdn Armd Div arrived from WEST of 2NTTWERP . On 20
October, I Corps launched an attack to clear the RIGHT flank of 2 Cdn
tInf Div. ( attacking towv-ards SUTH 3BEVE3iJMDD isthmus). Progress was
steady through "the -thickly wooded country.' . BREDA was captured by the
Poles on 29 October, and 4 Cdn Armd Div..secured BE1RG-EN'. OP .ZOUt the same
day. RUOSENDALb and OUDGASTEL D 73 were cleared by 49 Div on 30
October, .'t eanWvhile, 10'4 US 'Inf Div came under 'l Corps, and positioned
between Polish'n i-xl Div' S'd -.4 Div, joined in the sweep up to the MAAS.
On 8'November MuoERDIJK :84where the enemy had blown the bridge,- was.-
finally cleared by the'Polish iArnrd Div, and the SOUTH of the MS,
including 'the' island of "'THOLENP ad the ST HiLI'SSLZND Peninsula D54
was completely in our hands.

E. LOSSES ETFLOCTED''-WN -'T-HTE EN:;'Y :-' .

160.- The -'Gei-afin 64'.Inf' Div .was. deSt e.yed SOUTH of the SCHELDT and
70'Inf Di'f'on "*OH ·EN·.A: ' "''The scAtt.ere'd'.ren-mants of nine divs were.
driven across the MAAS and the WAJ;,L' yidlding 54,000 prisoners.

F, CASUiLTIES SUSTAINED BY US

161.* -' -"'"""' "/ '" From-':.l i'Gctober to 10 Novemrber
Killed '"Wounded Mising.: .'Total

Allied Copntingents 566 1,911 199 2,"676-
British'" 2,977 9,894 3,229 i16,100
Canadian'" 3,089 _ 6,096. -298 8,887

TuTIL 6,632 17,901 3,130 27,663

'*/.*, ':. , ..'... Cui-ulative from D Day
*ed , '.''.'."..- .:.' 'Killed" floundedd 'Missing' :' Total *'';'i

. .Allied ContingeLnts '. ';003 '' 3,356 -' 350 ,709
British ' .' 20," ' . 67,114" ",114 16 '114 io3,477: ; ":
Canadian .. ' ''" "'6,90'" '20,939 2,239 30,079

C a n a d i a nTn n r : L n 7 n 7 0 r t

2b,155J yi.,4U 1, , ZI, I b, .)TU'li' b
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SECTION'6 OPERATIONS FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMY WEST OF THE

A. '-GENERAL PLAN OF THE BATTLE

162. The destruction of the enemy WEST of the RHINE on the front
of 21 Army Group had two phases- '

First Preliminary operations to clear up to the R IMPAS and the
R ROER and activity along the river line in HOLLAND.

Second Operations to clear the area between the IvlAS and the RHIE,

FIRST PHASE. OCTOBER 1944 - JANUARY 1945.

163. This followed on from the ARNIEHEM operation.at the end of
September, when, in the NORTH, a bridgehead had been established in the
-area GRAVE - NIJMEGEN and, in the SOUTH, First US Army were across the
.EUSE in the area I.iAASTRICHT{ - AiLCHEIN.

Subsequent operations may be summarized as follows :

(a). During October, 8 Corps,, with 7 'US Armd Div under command,
captured VEERAIJ E72 and reached the IIALS Northwards from
BOMEER '74. They repulsed a counter attack by three enemy
divs in the EIJEL -area 70.

(.b) In November, 12 Corps handed over their sector on the Lower
MAAS to 1 Corps and came across to come in on the RIGHT of
8 Corps, followed shortly afterwards by 30 Corps who had
been relieved at NIJ,.EGEN by 2 Cdn Corps. 350 Corps noved.
further SOUTH to the area of SITTTARD'K66, near the 21 Army
Group/Twelfth US Army Group boundary.

(c) HQ Airborne Corps had returned to the UK on'9 October, but
82 and 101 US Airborne Divs remained under Second Army in
the NIJIGEN area, taking part in some very stiff fighting.
They were eventually relieved when 2 Cdn Corps took over.
82 Div' were released to Twelfth US Army Group on 12 November;
101'Div on 27 Novemrber.

(d) While 8 Corps steadily pushed the enemy across the DEURNE
Canal towards VENLO, 1-2 Corps attacked on 14 November from
EAST of Y¥vERT towards ROER.PO.LD K79. On 19 November, 30
Corps with' 84 US Inf Div under command, attacked towards
' GEEIIEMRCHEN K86.
By early December, the enemy had been cleared.from the whole
WEST bank of the MIvILS as far SOUTH as 2'.UESEYCK K67. From
this point our line crossed the river and ran just NORTH of
SITTARD to inclusive GEILENKIRCHEN. '

(e). On 153 December. regrouping started for the second phase.
This operation was to be carried out initially by 30 Corps
who were to attack SE from the NIJ1.EGEN area.

12 Corps took over in the SOUTH and HQ 30 Corps moved to
BOXTEL E33.. .

164. (a) The German offensive in the *ARDENIES

On 16 December, Von RUHIDSTEDT_ launched his ARDENNES offen-
s' ive against First US Army,. On 20 December,. the US First

-.and Ninth Armies came under operational control of 21 Army
Group.

' 30Corps, consisting of 43, 51 and 53 Inf Divs and Guards
Armd Div, was concentrated in the general area LOUVAIN -
HASSELT. Later, 43 Div was replaced by 6 Airborne Div
and transferred to 12 Corps.

... /On the RIGHT
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On the RIGHT of First US Army, 30 Corps operated on the
Northern and Western flanks of the ARDENNES salient. When
the Allied-counter-offensive started on 3 January, the Corps
advanced. from the line of the 'road . ARCHE'- 'HOTTOT on LAROCHE
capturing some 700 prisoners., As the salient was gradually
eliminated, 30 Corps was pinched out, and on 14 January
Corps HQ proceeded to BOXTEL to resume its-preparation for
its original operations.

On 18 January, First US Army reverted to. command Twelfth US
Army Group, having taken 20,000 prisoners in the operation up
to date.

(b) During the first week of December, the enemy blew a flood
bank SW of ARHEIM. Large areas were flooded and this finally
decided the issue that the main effort of 21 Army Group would
be made Eastwards across.the RHINE rather than Northwards
across the R LEK.

165. Meanwhile, on 16 January, 12 Corps with 7 Armd Div, 43' and
52 Divs, attacked NORTH from the road GEILENKIRCHEN - SITTARD. The object
was to clear the area between the R ROER and the MAAS so that it, would
serve as a base from which to develop further operations in conjunction
with the attack from NIJ.EGEN.

The operation was carried out under conditions of hard frosts,
sudden thaws and thick fog. In ten days the area SOUTH of the ROER was
cleared except for a small bridgehead SW of ROERMOIND0.- Altogether this
offensive cost the enemy some 3000 .Prisoners 'of War and about the same
nmnber killed and long-term wounded.

43 Div then moved to Cdn Army sector., 'On' 6 -February,
X.VI US Corps of Ninth US Army became operational 'and took over the whole
of 12 Corps area.

SECOND PHASE. FEBRU'ARY - MAHRCH 1945

166. The plan was as follows -

(a) Operation VERITABLE

First C'dn Army, reinforced..by 30 Corps, was to attack from
the'general line MOOK .E75.- NIJNv!EGEN, to destroy the enemy
bet'ween the ],AASS and the RHINE, and. to break through in a

: Sout'herly 'direction- between thoes.e two rivers.

(b) 'Operation .GEN1ADE

At the outset, Ninth US Army was to hold its front on the
R ROER from JULICHT.F05 NW to ROERMOND. At,-a date to be
fixed by Commander-in-Chief 21 Army Group, it would deve-
lop an offensive across the ROER in conjunction with the
Cdn Army operation.

(c) Second Brit Army in the CENTRE. was to hold- the NWEST bankof the MAfS .from ROERMOND Northwards to CUIJK 74, and beprepared to operate on the RIGHT of First Cdn Army at a
later date.

When these, operations' were completed, 21 Army Group wouldbe poised ready for the next phase, with a front formed
along a length of the RHINE.

B. FORCES EDPLOYED AND TASKS ALLOTTED .. . ..

167. (a) Initially, First Cdn Army was to attack on a one Corps
front with 50 Corps. Subsequently,' 2 Cdn C. orps, while
still holding' NIJMT'GEGN and the WViAL bridgehead, wouldtake over the LEFT sector and the attack would proceed

. . '.on a two-corps front. 1 Corps, to the WEST; would con-tinue to hold .its 1.25 mile front along .the MM IS.

(b) 30 Corps was to attack with five inf divs up, as under:-. . . . . .~~~~~~~~~nd r:

..,./From RIGHT
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From RIGHT to LEFT - 51 Div
53 Div
15 Div-
'-2 Cdri Div

3 Cdn' Div

RESERVE and FOLLOW UP - 43 Div
Guards Armd Div .

... In addition, the Corps included three independent armd bdes,
.,.,.. eleven regts of 79 Armd Div grouped: under one Bde HQ and;

five AG-sRt. The total guns to be employed for the attack
was over 1000.

All the resources of Second. Tactical Air Force were made
available to support the operation, in addition to heavies
of IX US Bombardment Division and Bomber Command.

168. The respective attacks by the Divs on D Day were as ......
follows :-

51 Div To capture the high ground near the SlW' corner
of the REICHSWAID FOREST.

53 Div To seize the high ground on the Northern edge of.,
the REICHSVA,'LD.

15 Div To attack straight through to .IKNEI1BURRG E85 and
then to the high ground overlooking CLEVE E85.

:2 Cdn Div To capture VWYLER E75.

3 Cdn Div Late afternoon D Day to drive EAST across the
marshy ground to the CLEVE - ALTER RHINE Canal.

D Day was 8 February; H hour 1030 hours except for
3 Cdn Div.

169. Exploitation. fhen 15 Div had captured CLEVE, its task
was to send mobile columns to capture UDEM1, 94 and CALCAR A05 .and to
clear the road CLEVE - E2TiERICH E96 as far as the RHINE.

43 Div was to pass through 15 Div on D plus 1 to attack
SOUTH to GOCH E94. 53, Div was to clear the REICHSWAID. 51 Div,
using the good road SOUTH of the forest, was t o converge on GOCH with
43 Div. Guards Armd Div was to follow 43 Div to seize and hold the
high ground NORTH of SONSBECK A03 and push forwarda a strong mobile
column to capture VWESEL bridge if it was still intact.

C. ENEMY DIVISIONS AID STRENGTH IN THE AREA

170. The enemy forward positions at the REIGHSWXvLID 'were held by
84 Inf Div reinforced. by a Ithroe-battalion battle group, a para regt
and some po ioe battalions. Further back in. the area were 180 and
190 Inf Divs. Reinforcements finally engaged were 1, 6, 7 and 8
Para Divs, Pz LEHR and 116 Pz Divs and 15 PG Div.

, hen ?Tnth US Army attacked from' the :SOUTH, they were
opposed by five. other inf divse which were reinforced by one inf div
and 11 Pz Div, . : , .- *""

171. In the NORTH, the defences were roughly in three main zones;
the forward positions covering the REICHSV-ALD; . the :SIEGFRIED Line
about 35 'kilometres further EA.ST at its nearest point ::and the "lay-
back" position running in front of the HOMCHALD Forest which continued
down to the R ROER.

... /There were



There were innumerabie "trench systems, switch lines and
loops with anti-tank ditches linking the large wooded. areas and the
natural drainage systems.- 1'Al towns and villages were transformed
into strong points. .'. .':

Along the line of the R BAS itself, an extensive trench
system was developed, the c.'.hief concentrations being at suitable
crossing places and' ferry sites. The. towns of VENLO and ROERMOND

'were heavily defended. ' .' ..-.

172'. -- 7- An estimate compiled from order of battle sources showed
that against the First Cdn Army the enemy eventually had available
71'7 8 to 30 cm mortars, and 1054 guns of various calibres.

D. SUCCESS. ACHIEVED

173. The attack went in at 1030 hours on 8 February. Artill-
ery support was excellent, but the weather interfered considerably with
the bombing programme and close air support. Surprise was gained and
by midnight, .all objectives ordered for the day had been att.ained
opposition was stiffest on the RIGHT, in front of 51 Div where local
reserves were readily available.

On 9 February, progress was steady, though somewhat loss
on the RIGHT. 15 Div on the LEFT pierced the SIEGFRIED defences at
NUTTERDEN E85 and by nightfall were inthe outskirts of CLEVE. 'Late
in the evening 43 Div.. started to pass through.. NORTH of the main
road CLEVE - NIJEGEN, 3 Cdn Div were carrying out successful
armphibious operations. ... .

174, ' Flooding however, was rapidly becoming a serious' handi-cap to the operation. The RHINE, iE AAS and W^AAL had risen above the
recognised danger mark and the water was approaching the main road
near KP1EI\fN.BURG. As a result of the past experiences of the Dutch,
it -as decided to blow certain dykes NE of NIJEGEN. This was done
and about two million gallons an hour poured away through the breaches.
The Goermans, however, countered by blowing, the dykes on the ALTER RHINE
some 8 miles to the EAST. and let, in. about the same quantity of water.'

In the SOUTH, the valley of the ROER was also flooded, and
it was apparent the Ameirican attack would have to be postponed.

On 12 Fobruary, there were two feet of water across the main
road for'a length of. about 5 miles: near K'ARENBUREG. Alternative routes
had to 'be found; those wvere. mostly across saturated ground, and
considerable traffic congestion occurred.

175. Enemy opposition'increased- as reinforcements arrived, and a
total of nine divs were identified on the front in the first five days.
Due, however, to the interdiction programme, these were committed
piecm al. ' . . . .

By 13 February, the SIEGFRIED Line had been -breached.'and
the REICHSvW'LAD completely cleared. The RIGHT flank of 30 Corps was on
the 1t@PS about. 53 miles SOUTH of GENNEP E74 where the construction of a
bridge- w.:s started. On the LEFT, the waterborne activities of the'
Cdns had brought them opposite EIMERICH.

During the next nine days, the front was extended SOUTH
and EAST of the REICHSWALD. GOCH was captured and operations devo-
loped against CALCAR.

1 76. On 23 -February, Ninth US Army launched their operation
across the ROER, with XIX US Corps on the RIGHT and XIII US Corps
on the LEFT. The attack was directed NE and NORTH towards

... /DUSSELDORF
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DUSSELDORF and MI.TCHEN GLADBACH F08 and aimed to link up with First
Cdn Army.

Twelve hours after the assault crossing, there were
sixteen bns across the ROER and in spite of difficulties with the
swollen river, by e'arly morning 24 February, six class 40 treadway
bridges and several inf 'bridges had been erected. In three days
a'bridgehead about 16 miles wide and 6 - 8 miles deep had been
established, and XVI US Corps came in on the LEFT

177. Meanwhile in the NORTH, regrouping had been going on for.
an operation to be carried out by'2 Cdn Corps who had become
responsible for the LEFT sector from 15 February. The intention
of this operation (BLOCKBUSTER) was to break through the enemy
defences between UDEM and CALCAR, smash the HOCHPWALD Line and
exploit to XANTEN.

30 Corps was to swing round on the RIGHT of 2 Cdn Corps.

178. Some fresh formations had now come into the battle area,
namely 4 Cdn Armd Div and 2 Cdn Armd Bde from VIEST of IARHE1,. and 11
Armd Div, 3 Brit and' 52 Divs from Second Brit Army's front.

Theregroup-ing resulted in 30 Corps'-having one armd Div,
five inf divs and three independent armd bdes, while 2 Cdn Corps had
two armd.divs, three 'inf divs and one independent armd bde. A
corresponding redistribution of the regts of 79 Armd Div also took
place.

179. Further SOUTH, 'Ninth US Army extended its front along the
WEST bank of the *MAAS up- to ,VENLO and the following US formations came
under command -Second Brit Arrmy.

95 US Inf Div from 14 to 22 February.
75 US Inf Div from 21 February to 2.March. . .

180. The operations started at 0430 hours on 26 February against
a number .of para divs who fought desperately. A large number of
tanks were bogged down in the heavy ground, -but -the two armd divs- -
pushed on.through the night 26/27 February and the HOCHVALD was
penetrated' on 27 February. That night again the advance continued
and a gap'was made between the HOCHIALD Forest and the BALBERGER
Forest near the railway line, A 0441.

As soon as this attack got under way, opposition on 30
Corps front showed signs of loosening. On the RIGHT, 52 Div who
now had '1 Commando Bde from': .Second.'Bri't''- i my'd'under cormmand, pushed
on along- the. .PAYiS f.or about'. 8 -miles and-.reached- iELL E82. In the
CENTRE, 53 Div captured WEEZE E93 and' with 3 Brit Div on their.
LEFT, pushed -along" -th-e-road tle 'ugh 'IVEIER' E'93" to GELDERN A 02,
where they linked up with Ninth US Armr'on 3 March.. .

181. -The advance of the Americans had been rapid.' On. 27
February, -the three-Corps'- advance had: broken' though the .enemy
main line of defences. ' XIX Corps ori the RIGHT, were in 'MUNCHEN
GLADBACH- on' 1lIMarch-aad-c'aturedNEUSS 'F28 the" next day. At
the same time, ROERMOND and VENLO were secured.

... /182.
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182. The operation now entered its last phases Although his
Paratroops fought on stubbornly the enemy bridgehead was
gradually eliiinated. The Americans advanced along the REST bank
of the RHINE through KRFELD AIO and ORSOY A22. Then the XANTEN-
area had been cleared by 2 Cdn Corps on 9 TIarch, the enemy's last
main centre of resistance had fallen. On 10 Mlarch, the Allied
troops finally completed the mopping up in the bend SW of PVESEL A24.
At 1040. hours, an air observation post reported both VJESEL bridges
blown.

183. ' These two operations by the Cdn and Ninth US Armies had
direct bearings on one another. The delay in mounting the American
assault, due to the excessive flooding, caused First Cdin Army to
bear the brunt longer than was intended; by so doing, they
attracted to themselves several enemy formations from further SOUTH.
On the other hand, the rapid success of the Ninth US Army attack in
turn reduced the resistance in the NORTH, as the enemy found himself
threatened with encirclement.

The operations achieved their object. 21 Army Group was
now ranged along the WEST bank of the RHINE from DUSSELDORF to ARNEEM.

E. ENEfMY DIVISIONS DESTROYED AID CfASUALTIES INFLICTED

184. 'Although all the enemuy divs engaged continued to exist in
name at least, seven inf divs were virtually written off, whilethree para divs and 15 Pt Div suffered very heavy casualties.

* The Ccdn Army took 22000 Prisoners of IWar with an
estimated 22,000killed and seriously wounded. The American Army
took 29,000 Prisoners of War with another 16,000 estimated killed
and long-term wounded.

Since 26 September, after the .- ithdrawal from JARIPEIfE, the
British' and American Armies in 21 Army Group had taken 196,600
prisoners and destroyed 530 tanks and SP -guns.

F. CASUALTIES SUSTAI\NED BY US

185. (a) Brit and Cdn casualties from 8 February to 10 March were
killed 2532, wounded 11,104, missing 1464. Total 15,100.

Ninth US Arrmy casualties from 23 February to 10 March were
killed 1340, wounded 5839,% missing 299. Total 7,478.

Cumulative from D Day

Killed .Vounded Missing Total

Allied C£.tda.ngents' 1 ;-2 32 4,.54 423 5,809
:British 26,040 85,073 14,941 126,054

" Canadian 8,804 26,377 2,287 37,468 ..

36,076 115,604 17,651Total 169,331



- 47 -

SECTION 7 THE CROSSING OP THE RHINE AND THE. ADVANCE TO THE BALTIC

.A". THE G JE RAL PLAT OF THE BATTLE

186.
over

with

The intention of 21 Army Group was to establish a bridgehead
the RHINE, isolate the RUHR from the rest of GERLANY in conjunction
First US Army, and break into the NORTH German Plain.

The Army Group operation was given two code names:-

PLUNDER to denote
troops.

VARSITY to denote

the RHINE assault by the ground

the airborne drop across the RHINE.

In general, the plans of Armies in PLUNDER were as follows:-

(a) Ninth US Army. Assault across the RHINE near RHEINBURG A 22.
Protect the RIGHT flank of Second Brit Arny
and the bridging sites at VWESEL A' 24.
Secure a bridgehead from thejunction of
the RUTHR a.ni RHINE rivers in A 21' - BOTTROP
42 - DORSTIN 44. Be prepared to advance
to general line inclusive HAVvi B 04 -
inclusive ivYJlNSTER A 97.

(b): Second Brit Army..Assault across the RHINE in the area of
X , . : ,, TEN -14 and REES A 05. Establish a
bridgehead from exclusive DORSTEN - all
inclusive BORIXTN, A . 56 -- 'LTEN A 27 -
DuoETINCHIvli 07 - HOCH ELTEN feature E 96.
Subsequently advance on a three corps front.

(c) First Cdn ,rmy.

(d) First sallied
airborne AIrmy

Ca-rzry out feints along the RHINE on LEFT
flank of Second Brit Army. Be prepared
subsequently to advance into Eastern
HuLLAND and protect .LET flank of Second
Brit 4rmy.

Operation VN2SITY was to be carried out by
XVIII US Airborne Corps, of two divs. The
intention was' to seize the high ground and
certain bridges about 5 miles NORTH of
iVSEL to speed up the capture of iESEL and
assist the RHINE crossings.

D Day 24 March. A postponement of up to five. days would be

accepted if weather delayed the airborne operation.

188. The air Plan covered long term interdiction to isolate the

battle field and pre D Day bombing by heavies of jet airfields and

enemy communications etc. On D Day the air forces were to provide
escort and protection for the airborne operation and close support for

the ground trops, vdth bomrnbing of .specific. targets. and: neutralisation
of troop movements.

B. THE FORCES .iPLOYED BY 21 2L~,qY GROUP aND THEIR LILAOCLTION TO TASKS

NINTH US. PAY :

189. (a) XVI USCorps (One armd and four inf. divs)

To assault across the.RHINE in vicinity of 'RHEIMBURG, with
RIGHT 79 US Inf Div and LEFT 30U:3S Inf Div. .T:o secure the

army bridgehead and prevent enemy ground action from inter-
fering with uae..of VTESPEL bridge;.:: To establish and maintain

, ..... .../contact with '

187.
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"* cion-tact: with Sec rnd'.mEit- army on ,the-LEET.. . . . .

The artillery sup'oort for the assault of XVI Corps was provided
by 624 guns from 25 pr upwards. .. .

;' THour 0200- hburs D Day:.. - . , .

(b) XIII US Corps. ':(One armd and tw:. inif divs). '

To hold firm base on W:EST bank of the RHINE.from the bridgehead
as far SUUTH as WOPRINGEN F 37.

,(c) XIX US Corps. (One armd and three .inf divs).

To be prepared to pass through the RIGHT of Second Brit Army' 'to secure the line. HI2 //j -iTiNSTER. To assume command of
17 US Airborne Div -when released by Second ,rmy.

SECOND BRITA '-,M .Y .... ..

190. (a) 12 Corps.-o (one armd and three inf divs; one armd bde, one
bd, e 79 -rmd Div, one cdo bde).

(i) Capture river plain inclusive TvESEL to inclusive HPFFEN
A 14 as follows:-'

RICG7TT 1 Cdo Bade cr:ss RHINE NW of WESEL.,.- To capture
,MESEL ahnd bridges over R LIPPE and SEITEN Canal A 23.

' LEFT ; 15 Div cross RHINE on two bde front about .0iNTEN
and establish bridgehead.

H Hour fc-1 Cdo Bde assault 2200 hours D - 1; for 15 Div assault
0200 hours D Day., .

(ii); 52 'Div to deny line of WEST bank of the RHINE to the enemy
throughout the Corps front.. Hold one inf bde group
ready to cross river .and operate, under command 15 Div.

':,. (ii)' Extend bridgehead ta line. of R, ISSEL. .
15 Div, -to relieve.6 Brit Airborne D.iv in area 'LiR'{iIN.ELN
, A 24 and the bridges there over the'"R ISSEL.
53 D.iv and '7 "rmd Div to build. up across the RHINE.

(iv) 53 Div -iwith under command 4 .rmd Bde to cross the R ISSEL
and capture BUCHULT A 26.

.... '' 7 >1mid Div to cross R ISSEL once 5. Div was clear, and
capture:-BuRK. Thereafter be prepared to operate
torvards RHEDE A 26 and STLDTLOHN 47.

(b)' 3,0 Co0 r so _ :i (One armd div and four inf divs; one armd bdoe,
anhd one bde 79 ,rmd Div). ' '

'-'('i) 51 Div, to-assault: near REES A 05, capture BREES and HAIDERN
A 15 and establish bridgehead.

:~..-.'.....H. ,H.:::£our 2100 hours D - 1.

(ii) 3 Brit Div to hold line of WEST bank of the RHINE along
the Corps front. Later be prepared to operate under .-
8 Corps to develop. Second -rmy bridgehead.

(iii) Develop.bridgehoad on a two div.and later a three div
' '' ' frnt 'by.;a'.build up ;with 43 .Div.and 3 Cdn Div. respectively.

. ^ * 3... 5 C'''dn Di 'to be prepared, under cominand 2' Cdn Corps, to
'capture. TIlMERICH at. a later stage.': '
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(iv) Guards Armd Div to be prepared to pass through the
bridgehead on the axis AALTEN - GROENLO 28 -
HAAKSBEPRGEN 39, or on the axis BOCHOLT - \VREDEN'58.

(c) XV}IIUS Airborne Corps (Two airborne divs).

(i) 6 Brit Airborne Div to clear and secure in general .the
3N portion of the DIERSFORDT Wood A 1746 and HAM.TMKELN,
and to seize the bridges over the R ISSEL EAST and NE
of the village.

1:7 US Airborne Div to clear and secure, in general, the
SE portion of the DIERSFORDT Wood and to seize the bridges
over the R ISSEL about,2 miles NNE of WESEL.

Both Divs to start dropping at P hour, which was 1000 hours
D Day.

- (ii) The airborne divs were to establish contact with 12 Corps
and 1 Cdo Bde,. and 6 Brit Airborne Div was to be relieved
by 15 Div. XVIII US Corps would then push on EAST, extend-
ing SOUTH of the R LIPPE, and assume command of 1 Cdo Bde.
It also had a call on 6 Guards Armd Bde.

(iii) 17 US Airborne Div to pass to 'Ninth US Army when convenient.

(d) 2 Cdn Corps (One armd and two' inf divs* one armd bde).

( i) To cross RHINE at REES, take 3 Cdn Div under command, and
capture EF.TEERICH and the HOCH ELTEN feature.

*(ii) To establish a bridgehead and bridge the RHINVE at
EM.ERICH.

(iii) To revert to First Cdn- Army when E3ERICH bridges 'were
built.

(e) 8 Corps

This Corps held 11 Armd Div (Army reserve) and 6 Guards Armd
Bde which was required 'for XVIII US Airborne Cops as early as
possible. HQ 8 Corps was to relieve HQ XVIII US Airborne
Ccrps (earmarked for a possible operation elsewhere) on D + 7,taking command of both airborne divs. ' .
The Corps task would be to pass through the RIGHT of SecondArmy bridgehead, extend to the line DORSTEN to the NORTH, andbe prepared' t' 'advance NE.

(f.) In Second Army reserve wbre. :- "

11 Armd Div, administered by 8 Corps.
34* Arrnd Bde . " 2 Corps

Army Troops - 115 Inf Bde 33 Belgian Fus Bn: 2, 3, 4, 5'
and 6 Dutch Indep Coys.

(g) PA
The artillery support for the assault by Second Army was '
provided by 1338 guns from 25 pr upwards.

(h) Engineers . : : - . '

The following engineers were employed.in the.army group operation:-

RE and Pioneers 37,000
.... *: : US Engineers 22,000' '

NAVAL FORCES. ' ' ' ' '

191. Force 'U' of the Royal Navy. consisting of 45 LCM(3) and 45 LCVP,supported Second Army's crossing. These craft were brought overland onransporters, -Parties were provided for the erection of booms and nets onthe RHINE, and for dealing with saboteurs, midget submarines, explosivemotor boats etc. inth
../On Ninth
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On:Ninth US :Army's front, similar forces.from the US Navy
were provided..

FIRST CDN IRMTY

192. (a) 2 Cdn'Corps

(i) On passing from command Second Brit Arny to be prepared
to advance with:-

4 OdCn Armd Div on RUURLO A 18 and DELDON V 2907
'2 Gdn Div on ZUTPHEN E 99
3 Cdn Div on DEVENTER Z 90
2 Cdn Armd Bde

and protect LEFT flank of Second Army.

"'""' ' : (ii). If enemy should resist, strongly at ARNHEMI, against I Cdn
Corps, .2 Cdn Corps, Would attack across the R ISSEL against
APELDOORN Z 70, probably with 1 Cdn Div.

(b) I Cdn Corps. (5 Cdn Armd Div, 1 Odn Div and 49 Div).

(i) To assault from the NI'LEGEN bridgehead and capture ARNHEM.

(ii) To advance .to the ZUIDER ZEE and cut German communications
with Western HOLLAND.

G. ENEIlY DIVISIONS STRENGTHS AID LAYOUT IN THE AREA

193. The enemy divs opposing 21 Army Group from IMEiRICH down to the
RUHR were:-

Four para divs )
Three inf divs l n the line

.One panzer div
.One panzer grenadier div in- immediate reserve
One inf div ) i; . .

with another estimated 58,000OQmen from local depots and training
units etc. Further SOUTH opposite Ninth USq Army-were. four more inf divs.
These forces nearly all came from First, Para Army of Army Group 'H' .
From EZitlfRICH 7VEST to the sea, Twenty-Fifth Army, consisting nominally
of 30 and 88 Corps, was located. ' ' ' '.

On Ninth US Army's front it was estimated the enemy had about
220 guns, and that between 'iESEL and EtI.lERICH the crossings would be
opposed by about 400° . In addition,. something like 1,500 HAA guns were
known to be deployed in and.around the RUHR.

194. On 21 Army Group front the RHINE was kept within its normal
channel by a complicated system of dykes. ''If these were 'breached, a
rise in the water table would- result.in widesprea dflooding of' the low-
lying areas on either side of the river. The normal width of 400 -
500 yards might increase to as much as 3 miles; on an average- the
velocity was about 3.5 knots. . ; . :

195. There were no normal defence lines -along the EA[ST bank of the
RHINE similar to those found on the WEST bank, except 'at such places as
WESEL, REES and E1,IERICH, which had perimeter defences.

*.:.60 /b. SUCCE3S
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D.«; SUCCESS CHIEVED , , - ,.. GD ;':. . . , i: : ,,,.

THE RHINE CROSSING .'ND ESTBLIS¢E NT OF' THE BRIDGEHRD . -

196*.. ,; -;The we-ath-er had genferally favoured the pre-D Day, air
programme. In addition. to the fighter effort, by D Day Blomber ConrAend
had flown 5243 sorties and dropped 24,983 tons while VIII and.IX USAAFs:
flew 11,067 sorties and delivered 24,500 tons of bombs. This heavy
programe eculminated in an atta6k lby 200 Lancasters on WESEL at 2230
hours just before I Cdo Bde attiacked the'-town., -

197. After an 'intense artillery preparation, the assault waves of
four bns of 51 Div entered the river in' their. LVTs ("Buffaloes"): a't:
2100 hours 23 March, and seven minutes later a report was received that
the first wave was across. A.l crossings were successful3 'the enemy
was thin on the ground in the area of the. crossing sites and our counter-
battery progremme had.effectively meutralised; his artillery, During
the night general progress; was :rada ;:and the ] outskirts of REES were
reached., - '

.At 2200 hours the ComrmEndos started to cross (about 2 nx]Lles
WEST Df ilESEL) and half an hour later were formed up outside WEST-'--'
waiting for the last .bomb D.of the Larn .sters to. fall before attacling the
town. By' 0300 hours all: units, were in the town, Bde HQ 'bein'g es'!ablished
in a''cellar about '50 yards fromi- he HQ .of the WSEL garrison.' This
led to some fierce fighting in that areo and to the death of the German
Co-,ilander» . . :' ' 1 . . .

:t;. i: D200' hours 'the four: leading bns ojf 15 Div were waterborne
and in the face, of .light .rpposition successful crossings were made and
,initial objectives sei'zed during the night.' As enemny opposition
developed it was strongest on. the, front of':the LEFT BdOe.: '.:

198. , ''In Ninth US Army sector 30 US Div on the LEFT'(ass'aulted
N.ORTH of OSSTEBURG at.0200 hours, with three regts abreast.' At- 0300
hours, '79 US Div- on.the RIGHT crossed with two regts; up. Resistance
on. %-he LEFT' was' -'trong, but bridging'. operations were. soon under wc.yr

199. At 0952 hours the first pa.achute serial ar'nriv'ed over the
target and until 1304 Lhours the drop proceeded a'cu rate y. ' Qver.l.: 700'
aircraft and 1300' gliders were employed, and soie 14.' 000troops were'
delivered. A.bout -5-6 aircraft and under 4f% 'of the gliders were dc.stroyed.

, Iaediately following tahe glider landings a resupply mis4ion.
of 540 tons was delivered in 240' aircraft, whvich flew as low as200 'feet;
16 of these aircraft were lost.' uOver 90% of' the supplies. were'
recovered. '' ' '

200° The airborne assault was successful. obctivsere
taken by nightfall except that 513 Para Inf of 17 US iLirborne Div had'
to d,'liver. a night assault, which succeeded in capturing "the high''ground
in the"heavily wooded area NORTH of DIERSFURDT. 'Five, bridges, ovr .
the R ISSEL were seized intact, and HLjvuINKELN was in' the hands b.f
6..B'rt 'Airborne Div. . *

The Airborne Corps took 3,500 prisoners during' the day, ..

201. The ground troops contihued- to capture, their 'object'ives
during the day, 'progress being quicker after the, airborne drop.' 'Tn' :I
the' imerican sector- DTSILJfLAN A 33 was capt.re.d '.and in g'en'eral the line
of the road D\TSLA'KE - WESEL was reached. Elemients orossed'the '
LIPPE -- SEITT Canal near LIPPENfDORF A 2338.,. Class 40 bridges were · ':
open< V.iSEL was cleared by the Cdo Bde and .junction made with 7 UTS"
Airbornre Div. 15 Div captured HAPTEv and 1vIEHR A 1248 and made crn'tact '
with 6 Brit Airborne 'Div. One Class 9 bridge was working, in additionr
to numerous ferries. ' ' :.

.... /On the LEFT



-,52 -

On the LEFT 51 Div made progress, but opposition at REES from
Paratroops was very stubborn. The bridging and rf-t .s.sites'-near-R.EESS:
were under heavy and accurate mortar and artillery fire.

202. The expai sion :of he bridgehead and the build-up proceeded
well, thoughiprogress waas slower in 30 Corps sector where REES held- out
until early on 26 March..

The US XVI Corps cleared the area EAST and SE of DINSLIAKEN
and' by 28, March were,.in GLADBACK on the RIGHT, and in GAHLEN A 34 and
DORSTEN A 44' on the LEFT..,, 17 US Airborne Div with 6 Guards Alamd Bde
and 1 Odo Bde pushed on rapidly NORTH of the LIPPE river and on 28

March elements had captured HALTERN A 64. . :

12' Corps advanced NE and reached BORKEN A 36 and RHEDE A 26;
with 7 Armd Div and 53 Div respectively on 28 March. 30 Corps were
stubbornly resisted by German Paratroops but by 28 March they had
secured, the line HALDERN A 15 - ISSELBURG A ,16 - ANHOLT. On the LEET,
where 2 Cdn'. Corps had. taken command of the sector, EME1,RICH had almost
been cleare'd-by 28-March.

THE ADVANCE TO THE ELBE

203. (a) While Ninth US Army continued to d&rive EAST aloig the autobahn
'towards HANOVER and the ELBE, Second Brit Army was directed. to

the ELBE between"WITTENBERGE and HAMIBURG.: "

..... (b:); XVIII US Airborne Corps was directed on MUNSTER, 'with 6 -Gua.ds
Alrmd Bde under command. When MUNSTER was secured, 'the Guards
would revert to 8 Corps, and the Airborne Corps to Ninth US Army.

8 C.Gorps, (11 Armd.Div, 6. Brit:Airborne. Div and 1 Odo Bde). Vwas
.directed on OSNABRBCK,:. CEILE an-, UELZEN. ........ .':

12 Corps (7'Armd Div, 4 Armd Bde and 15, 52 and 53 Divs) was
directed. on RHEINE, NIENBURG and LUNEBURG.,

30 *o9rps (Guards Armd.. Div,'8 Armd. Bd.e ana 3, 4 3 and 51 Divs)4
was"idirectied on EN$CTEDE,' REMiN 'and .HAMBURG. ..- ,' ,:

204. On 3 April, when they reverted to Twelfth US Army .Group,
elements of Ninth US Arny had reached the R WETER SE of MI DE, while
other formations had begun'" to expand SOUTH beyond'H .,. . ..

'On SecondBrit Army's front the break-out can be sai'dto' have
started on 28 M-Iarch, on the RIGHT of the sector where the bridgehead
had developed more quickly. 'XVIII US Airborne Corps S 'Corps and
'12 Corps forged .ahead rapidly, with ''armoured' spe'arheadds followed. by :';.
inf who dealt with by-passed resistance and"thickly wooded' areas.' " -
The first organised r'esistance was met on the line of the DORTMUND '-
3,S Canal. 8 Corps obtained a bridgehead but 12 Corps found themselves
up against sAtudents of various Officers" Cadet Schools, who fought
desperately around RHEINE and its airfields. Fighting went on from
31 March to 6 April ' ' ''

XVIII US Airborne Corps had mearvhile ceased to be operational
on 30 March, and 17 US Airborne Div and 6 Guards Armd Bde passed to -command
XIX US Corps (Ninth US Army).

Further to the LEFT, 30 Corps, who had broken out on 30 MIarch,
encountered. stiff opposition from SS units and Para Regts. who held them
up at LINGEN until 6 April, 8 Corps were across the 'WE3ER on 7 April,
and..by 11 April were attacking CELLE on the R ALLER. - It was cleared.
the following day and the advance continued to UELZEN where opposition,.
again hardened and four. days' fighting was necessary to reduce ,the place;
tanks, inf, *demolitions and booby traps were again the main.s:ource of
trouble. LUNEBURG was cleared on 18 April,. and by, 24 Apri. -the Corps-
had..cleared'the WEST bank of the ELBE in its sector. . ft

, ./After
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-After clearing the RHEINE. ar:a, 12 Corps moved. on to the
ESER M ana an opposead crosisxng in the f)EYAarea. - Pushing on.

EAST/T, the C-orps mat e for SOLTAU, :At-R-ET , 53IDiv ha. a' fierce
fight against SS troops supported. by 88 mm guns on railaray mountings,
,but- they captured. the place on" 12 April, inflicting heavy losses on the
enemy. SOLTAU was cleared on 24 April, and. turning NORTH, towards
HAMBURG- the C0orps r' ache' its se ctor of the. ELBE. on` 26 :April .

n- otinuing its asdrance from LING, 30 Corps pushe'd on to..ard.s
BRE'iEN not without encountering patches 'of desperate -resistance from'
SS troops. On '18 April regrouping was effected for the assault on..:'
BEREUN. The town was attacked from the SOUTH by 3 Brit Div ana from
NORTH of. the WVESSR by 43 ,an. 52 Divs. Progress was considerably
hampered. by inundationsl and bad going, the port bexng finally captured.
on 28 April. '3' 30 Corps ':operat ions then contifiued. NORTH and. ,NW. to .
clear' the -peninsula to CUXHAVEN. ...

OPERATIONS CP FIRST CDN AGY,.

2035, After the capture; of .': .ERICH ani. the HOCH ETEN feature,
2 Cdn Corps passed to conmanJ'. First Cdin Army. The Corps made 'a rapid.
ad~vance NORTH. through AILIELO and to the outskirts of DOESBURG and
ZUTPTHEN.. ..On 2 April 1 Cdin Corps at tack d. from the NIJ1tEGEN bridgehead
and by 5 April had cleared the area up to the NEDERJRUN. Meanwhile,
1 Brit Corps sector was taken over by HQ NETHERLANDS District under
Ann -yGroup coma* * .

", 2 C-dn Corps; advanced :towards OLDENBURG securing bridgeheads,
hacro~s the m EMS?; ZUTP11EN anA toa)VTER were captured. anzldi Cdn Div turned.

" :T'' itn "-Apri.l ''to- assault across t.he: 'R IJSSEL toward." ;iE['O,.N' DO':' ;

-.... 7 - In eonjunctibn with th .attack, 49 Div (1 ,COdn Corps,) .. s.: a
attacked.ssand. "cl..eared ARNEM on 15- April, and 5 cd.n Ahmd. ,iv dro ve
across the road iELDOORN - MERSPOEORT and reachedi the ZUIDER ZEE on
1 -Aprtil.- - .t .

2 Cdn Corps' advance continued on a wide front f.rom" OLDENBURG
to GRONINGEN and LEEUWAPOEN. Progress on the RIGHT was slowed &town,
but in the CENTRE the SOUJTH bank. of the M.S estuary opposite E,,DEN:was
reached ad. aby: 26' April the whqle of HOLLAD. hal been cle'ared. except
for a small .st'rip [of coast on the ES' estuajy. . ; ..

THE LAST STAGE- P M. .

206... - SecondA iy plan for the .aivance to the BYLTIC rwas as follows:-

(a) 8 Corp ( 1 1 Armd Div, 6 Guards Armd Bde, I Cdo Bde.
5 and 15 Inf Divs:'and 6 Airborne piv earmarked

' .:: .. f or, XVIII US: Corps later). To establish brid-gehead
-: -- : *,-: *. . -- .. ..... over R: ELBE. noar LAUENBURG and advance NORTH to

. , pcapture. LUJ:CK and. clear SCI-]_,,SWrIG-HOLSTEIN.

(b) mlIII US Corps (7 US Armd Div, 8 US If Div 82 US Airborne
. F-;'(Prom T.v'lfth .Div .and' lator 6 Brit Airborne Div).--: To cross
- V... A: rmy, Group:) tha: :ELBE .about 8$ mioe.s EAST of 8 Corps- *. advance:;,.

-: ; .; ... : HE, and. protuot RICTGR r fflank- of Second Army,:, :

c( _2 ) OCPSp ' To cross LEL3BE ,in .:' Corpsw brid.ehead., swi'nT, -.
protect LEFT faank of 8 Corps by masking- SAIABURG

*'.i.'' ...... :." .... d ;'! -. " lat r t t -! .. r'. a,: ' ..
' . .:.: :j'. .:..:\ ,,i/i:!:i-.:.T .LJi, ^^ l.**;\L a n d ~a a t P3?** M ... ^ .^1-^-., *^ . .. /:..:;.,; '.:;, ; . .2 . :[' : :. , !
207. On Second. Army front there were elements of about 1'5 German
divys ,p.~u-r.a., iscellaneous. collect ion of. Units drawn from' 'local depots
a l.." -; ,"' t .. ; .* . ; .... : .' ..... ' ' . · - , ' ..... ; i' ' ;' ' ;... . -S;. '

: The :REBE was' about 300 yardss wide aon an average,
- -..../208.

*i »,<



- 55 -

F. CASUALTIES SUSTAINED BY US FROM 23 MARCH TO 5 MAY

Killed Wounded Missing Total

Allied Contingents
British
Canadian

Total

200 508 7 715
4339 13052 539 17930
1503 4743 244 6490

6042 18303 790 25135

212.
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SECTION 8. FINAL SUMMa-RY AID: SOM EPOINTS F .iNTEBdEST i.. -.

At. STRENGTH OF THE-FORCE ON 5 NIY 1945 (excluding, US Forces -

213. (a) Formations

Armd Divs 7
Inf Divs 11
Airborne Divs 1
Independent Arnmd Bdes 9

(b) Personnel

Allied Contingents 1,803 Cfficers 32,715 other ranks
Canadian 12,166 " 172,498 "
British 42,216 " 759,183 "

Total : 56,185 " 964,396 "

(c) Tanks 9248

Guns 6584

214. Second Tactical Air Force

'Aircraft Fighters and fighter
bombers 1,044

1M.edium bombers 216
Recce aircraft etc 340

Total : 1,600 .

Total sorties flown during the campaign 260,000

B. EN EDa- LOSSES

215. (a) .- Priso her-es 'taen before capoitulation 417,000
Capitulated troops - 1,590,000

(b)..-.: ve:. ve-y--roi0'gh ei--stzimatO-'-: f eneny losses in guns is
15,000 - 16,000, but accurate figures of those:'
capturod and destroyed are not yet available.

Some 1,400 tanks and SP guns were destroyed.

(c) Total number of enemy divisions destroyed or
wvritten off was :-

Panzer 1
Para 3
Infantry 18

In addition, about 32 divisions in all capitulated on
.5 May 1945.

216. Total number of diff er.ent enemy divisions engaged -

Panzer and panzer type 13
Para 9
Infantry and infantry
type 60

82

... /C. TOTAL OF

-
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C. TOTAL 21 A RMY. CYRCI cEASUALlTIES SINCE DDY ....... .....

217. Nationa.ity. t .. .aunded jMissing . Total

Belgian 73 253 35 361

Czech 165 436 11 612

Dutch ,31 133 1 165

Poles 1163 3840 371 5374

British 30379 98125 15480 143984

Canadian 10307 31-120 2531 43958

TOTAL i421'18 133907 18429 194454

D. ROYAL N\AVXY AILKD 2RCHin' NAVY IN SUPPORT OF 21 ARMY GROUP
OPERATIONS

218. Approximate total strength of RN personnel.rwas - 125,000

Casualties sustained by. RN 7,564

219. Casualties to craft from D Day to D + 30

Warships .....

MIerchant vessels

Other craft

TOTAL : :

Damaged Total Loss Total

84 26 110

52 24 76

514 217 731 -

650 267 917

220. Enemy vessels destroyed - ' ' - '

Destroyers - 2

R Boats - i

E Boats - 27

M'idget submarines - 38

221. Sweeping operations -

Ports swept - 30 (including CHERBOURG, BORDEAUX, HAMBURG,
ROTTERDAM1 and the whole length of the
KIEL Canal).

Ships mined - 182

Minesweeper casualties - 16 sunk, 33 damaged.

222. Personnel, stores and equipment landed on the Continent
(excluding US). ....

... /Personnel
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Personnel - 1,715,967

Stores - 6,915,175 tons

Vehicles of all types - 338,282

E. THE MlULBERRIES

223. These were designed to have an eventual capacity of 12,000 tons
of stores and- 2,500 vehicles per day.

The floating piers and pierheads were of concrete and steel,
some 50,000 tons of steel being used in their construction. Concrete
caissons, each some 200 ft long and varying in weight from 2,000 to
6,000 tons were sunk with a number of coasters to provide the deep
water anchorages,

The equipment weighed over one and a half million tons and
was towed across the Channel by 132 British and American tugs.

F. Ib TDEiRP

224. Between 12 October 19641 and 30 tarch 194-5, 5,960 V bonmbs fell
in the lMTL'O-AERPL area, killing 731 soldiers and 3,515 civilians.

A barrage of Heavy IA guns (192 US and 130 British) with 72
searchlights (British) was deployed for the defence of the port. The
efficacy of these measures so increased that during the last seven
days of the attacks, they -were shooting down 97% of the bombs.

Meanwhile 25,000 tons of stores per day were being discharged
at the port.

G. A'M If'-TITION

225, Total tons expended - 722,546.

artillery ammunition expended -

25 pr - 13,082,005 rounds

Other ammunition
up to 24-0 rmi - 4,498,159 rounds

H. ENGIINEER ST1ATISTICS

226. (a) Over 1000 bridges were built of British "Bailey"'
equipment. Total length over 30 miles.
The longest were three multi-span fixed bridges
over the RHINE each some 1,8000;,ards in length
and a floating "Bailey" over the BLfAAS of 1,440
yards.

(b) Stone quarried - 2,000,000 tons

Oil pipe line laid - 1,200 miles

(c) Airfields constructed or repaired - 125, representing
an equivalent of 2,020 miles of roadway 20 feet wide.




