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THE OPI:RATIONS UF 21 ARMY GROUP N

SECTION 4 THE H\TITIAL LANDING

A, THE UBJEDTIVES AND THE BRUAD UUTLINE ELAN

Te The obaect of the operatlon was to secure a lodgement on
the Continent from which further offensive operations could be devel-
.opeds The intention of the Command-in-Chief was t6 assault "
simultaneously immediately NURTH of the CARENTAN estuary, and between
the CARENTAN estuary and the River ORNE, with the object of securing
as-a base for future operations. a lodgcment area: whlch WDuld 1nclude
alrfleld sites Lnd the: port of- CHERBUURG.

2e o In broad outllne the plan was as follows: -
(a) To carry out airborne landings during the night D minus 1/D =
“with one Brit and two US divs in order to protect the flanks of

. the. area in whlch the agsault divs were' to 1and..4‘

(v)  To assault on & flve-dlv front w1th three Brlt and two Us
© divs in 1and1ng Shlps and oraft. ‘

'(é) To 1and two folloWhup dlvs, one Brit and ons US, 1ater on
D day and on D plus 1.

(a) Thereaxtermto.bulld up our fordes, in divs

British' = TWnited States

By D plus & to 6 - 8% . ..,
By D plus 12 t0 9 9 -
By D plus 20 to 5 9
- By D plus 35 - to 15 - .15
NAVAL | e
3. Prlor to tho operatlon, anti E-boat and anti U-boat

act1v1tles in the Channel and the Bay of Biscay were to be 1nten81f1ed
and certaln protcctlve mlnelqylng Was to be oerrled out.

The nssault and F ollowaup Forces werc to complete their
concentration. in their: asseibly stations, which-extended from the
THAMES to FALMJUTH, by D minus 7.~ For the sea passage, these forces, .
accompanied by naval escorts and minesweepers, were to sail from’ theln_‘
assembly stations. towards a general area SE of the ISLE UF WIGHT. On.
reaching the enomy mine barrier, minesveepers were to sweep ten L
passages for the leading groups. Subsequent groups were to follow
the same chenncls which would be markeds sbout seven miles off shore
craft were to deploy for the assault, subsequently adjusting thelr
movements sc that the first wave would beach at H houre

L The naval fire support plan was based on the ncutrallsatlon
of selected strong points by all availavle weapons rather than the
welght of firc being sorcad ovonly over tn“ whole length of beaghes to
be asuaulued :

IR
5a i In gencral, thé Air Férces'ﬁéfeardguired to’prVidetf_
(a) 4ir defence of the bases in the UK and protection of coastal

convoys -and warships;, and of shipping and troop concentrations .
" in the assembly arcas. - }

oo /()



(b) Strategical bembing, which began -some-mpnths prior. to. the
O2eration, and included the treatment of certain specified
targets such ash.coastel defences and batteries; oil i .
installations, ectc. These were cercfully co-ordinated

7 arlthiother: methods of'decépﬁion3fnlbrdéf”ﬁﬁ‘misléad the

“lenemy. as b the roal-point: Oif'-‘aii’délbk}.' ERELEE BOTRUPE

wuassault Throes. s

’

’~vf(c) fProtection-and”supportjtﬁ'%hc;aCtualfésééult*éﬁ

T
»

It was regarded as an” essentisl prerequisite’ of the oreration
that the fighter forces should attain and maintain an air situation
which would ensure fresdom of* action” for our troops without offective.
interference by the Cerman arr force,

TIMING OF THE ASSWLT - -

6 To ensure that the assault forces arrived on the right beaches,
1t was.decided that the landings would be made in daylight.  In order

t0 allow a minimum period of.30 minutos daylight for obscrved bombardment
before H hour, and to enable the maximum number of vehicles to be
landed:on the first tide; ¥ hour was fixed at about 1% hours after
nautical twilight, - T

48 H hour was rulatedfboth:tﬁ»nau%icalztwilightﬂahd‘high
water, D day was dependent on the rhase of the noon. It was decided
that D day should be during the full moon period in view of the airborne
drop and 5 June was the day selected as al’fording the desired conditisns.
Owing to bad weather, it Wwas ‘postponed to 6 Jumes i .

MATNTEN.NGE ER
I The port of CHERBUURG was to be used ex&iusively for the

maintenance of the US forces, Maintenance of the Brit forces was 1o
be done through the beaches, and minor ports such as BORT EN BESSIN T78.
An essential*part?of'the‘maintenénce projeet was the.construction of -
WO prefabricated ports;(code.WDrduMULBERRY)&i-fFive small havens
(GUOSEBERRY) were also to be Pormed prior . to: the developnent of the
MULBERRiES to give sheltered water for the discharge of ferry craft.
These: GOUSEBERRIES were 40 be formed by sifdking ships off the coast.

c oo Un shore,. maintenshce was t0 be ¢ffected by-Beach Groups.
'being;plaCG&xunder»aSSaultﬂbrigades for landing,: and being com - @ -
'ordina%edlbyaBeadh’Sub-Area.HQs as early as posSsible,  Each Besch
Sub aresa Wwas to establish on.D day a Beach Maintenance arcaand it was
from. these BMas: that. all the forces ashore wers o be maintdined for
‘the' first dew days.:. Later, the Biis wers to be merged dnto army -
Roadheadse © ool a0 co EERI RARLTRNE

B, ENEMY

FORCES VAIL:iSLE

8 Enemy dispositions in the bridgehead area were five.inf
divs on the coast, with two inf divs in the CHERBUURG peninsula
behind the coast defences, Limediate reserves were 12 S Pz Div

2t LISIEUX Q 58 and 21 Pz Div at CiEN U 06,

“‘in BRITTANY fﬁéf@ Wefc thréé pafa and fiﬁe inf diﬁs,‘with )
ia&&ther'inf,div,in;thenGﬁANNELQISLnNDS,--agﬁ R T T SR

7 With the exception of the tur divs pn the RIGHT, all the
above inf divs were controlled by Seventh ALY

AR : «vo/ialtogether
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:"5;"i i:Z :
AltOgether, tne twoAnrmy Groups controlled qy C-ln-C WEST 1

comarlsed a total of fifty-nine dive, (ten Pz type and Fforty-ning. .

inf typg), of whloh the main strength lay in the E“S DE CALAIS arca.

CUnST ,TTLRIBS o e e "

9. 5 ”: The grcatest welght OL flre oovered tne qpproeohes to £
CHERBUURG and the entrances to the SEINE.  Of.the 32 battery .
positions capable of firing on the assault beaches, 50% Wers in
casemates af felnforced concrete six feet thicke:

The approx1mate dlstrlbutlon of flre power?Was as
follows: - ’ : » - F

Long Rﬁnéé“ Medium - ‘Pield
Artillery - srtillery hrt11£
pver. 150 mm How1tzers

(é) Capaﬁié'oféfifiﬁg on the
. ‘beaches WEST of the . L o :
CARENTAN estuary 30 guns 22 guns 28 guns

(v) Capaole of flrlng on tho
beaches BAST . pf the : B
CARFNTAN-estuary - 6 " - 12 "

(c). -Gapable of firing on the
beaches between nRRUmANOHES Lo
T38 and UUISTREHAM U417 12 " 12 guns 12 "

OUabT DuFENCES

10. ull beauhes were ubstructed with underwater Obstacles. In
February 194k,  the enemy vegen his policy of chstructing beaches with
underwater oObstacles starting at high water merk and working towards
low water mark; thickening up the obstacles.in depth asi the mraths:
went by, Many obstacles were mined with Tellermines or had shells’
fixed on to them, whilst there were Tellermines attached to floating
raffsy’ Many of those Obstlclcs Wwere. totally submerged at high tide.

11s0 . The enemy dCLGHUIVG systen along the Channel Coast,
popularly known as the atlantic Wall, ciénsisted of a strong crust of
conerste and field defence works desighed o bring the meximum fire
power. t0 bear upon beaches suiteble for landing operations, and at the
seme time, to orfer to the defender the waximun protection from aerial
and sea bombardments N great defence in depth was developed, the
eneryy appreciating that any attacking force wnuld so be weakened, by

the fire power of the coastal defences that it would be ably’ deafﬁ Wlth
by mnblle arml reserves lacated 1n‘rear’of the beuches._:

* B
.‘;.1 C

12. . xanll pprts; éven nincr ones such 58, EURT IV BESSIN T ?8 and
UUISTREHEM U 17 were heav1lj defendeds Llsewherp,there_was a chain
of inf strong points along the coast at approximately 1000 yards
intervals and extending inland to a depth of socme 200 yardss  These
were roughly of platoon strength, the largest concentrated at likely
exits from suitable beaches which were blocked by anti-tank walls,
road blocks, mineficlds and ditches.  They were well supplied with
isummﬁ,mamma nedium machine guns, mortars and anti-tank guns,

and soretimes included a Fronch 75 mm gun or a German light howitzer.

«os/Gaps
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Gaps bet meen scrongpoln‘bs were ‘:med. ’vrlred and covered by fire, .

and where: the gaps Were oo, wids, “they werec. floulcd if the. ground ,
permitteds ~+ Wire was used pr uusoly to protect a1l 'defensive posit-
ions,. Use was alsc nade of static flamc throwers and demolition. .
vehicles such as Goliaths. RS SR SS U

136 - = Two LthhCI‘ cuwy e _OhSlVG 1w<,asure@ hé‘d_to.belponsidered:".—’-
_ (a) Iﬂlmv-utl\)ﬂu ilvrear of sultable beaches.  These" Wefe uost

prominent in rear of tha beaches :m the CoRENTLN T 48 arca, and in’
rcar of GOURSJULL S T 9h Wn thm Br vJO“G)f.

(b) Tho extewn.ve obstruc tions by the use of gtakes, many Of
whlch Wers mlne& uf arsns suluoulb for air landing Dperatluns.

6i POBMKTIONS-UNDSR CULND OF 21 MY GROUP LND THEIR
n.LJLUC TIUN TU TJL&.LJI(S B

(=S C=in=C: 21 irmy Group worked in ou—oooratiun Wl‘th Allied
Naval Commander Expeditionary Force, and Air Cnman&er—ln-(}hlef allied
»Expcdltlunarv Frrce at o Cohmbined HQ established at FORTSMUUTH.

The military forces under e :m-O 21 'rny Group wcre

Assault Zrmics - First US 4rmy
: Second Brlt,umly
Follow=up " - Third US

Pirst Od,r;‘v L LT

A5e  PFor the asssault the. illicd Naval Forces were allotted as
follows: -

L Westorn Task Force. ... To First US Aroy

) ) Easztern Task Force To uecond Brlt £ rny

16e ‘The Tactloal xlf }.‘Jchb Were allotted as f 110ws.-

Cptooe it Ninth Tactlcal sir Prvce (US) : -*"TO‘ First US army -
AR "Second. S R T (BI‘l't) ’1“0‘ Socoml Brlt nrrW

S Im addltlsn, th asgatl ulng»x'o»roes had “the 3551stanco of =
oowcx*ful w@lliéd Adr Forces baged in the UK,  The following tablc )
gives approximate figures of the total eir Torces available: =

poactoirom iU Hoavy Day Bombers - 0 1400 ¢
cowieow i Heavy Night Bombers 0 0 0 1150
cledidiuwa and Light Brubers - ‘ 830_‘ __
{.DayiPFighters’ - , 2230
A R 1y Night L‘lghtCI‘o . C - 170
codom ©rv.. Pighter Bombers . B0
- ' o ' T B340
FIRST U3 uRiM
e  Bivet Us arry was £o asssult bebwedn VARREVILLE T 4299 |

and uhe CLRENT.N estuary 4590 (UT.iH srea), and- botween” VIERVILL&- ‘
SUR-MER 6591 -and GULL“VILLE%UR-MR 6888 (omﬁ“ area) Its tasks =
in ~brder of 'prlorl‘cy WEL G om0 5 7 2 : ' R

| eos/(2)
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(a) To capburc CHERBOURG as quickly as possible,

(b) To develop the VIERVILLEfSUR—MER -”COLLEVILLEeSUR-MER beach~
.+ head Southwards towards &7 10 T46 in confo mity With the
advance of Sccond Brit ALY, Lo

18, VII US Corps was ﬁO”assault7Qn the RIGHD, Objectives of its
fprmations,were_as.followsg;'» s S
(a) Aifbbfné.landings,‘night-D°ﬁinus”%[D. R |
(i) 82 4irborne Div to lamd in the arca NE of ST MERE EGLISE
T 39 $o secure the Northern and Western flanks of 101
Alrborne Div, to seize ST IERE BGLISE if possible and to
destroy bridges over R DOUVES, - '

. to protect' the IEPT flank of L Inf Div landing from the
Sea,. and to ‘seize CARENTN, Later it was to Join up
With Vv Corps, Co

- (81) 101 Adrborne DIV %o land in bhe drca of ST WERE EGLISE,

(b). Seabdfne'landings; .

L US Inf Div to' land and scizc a bridgehead between QUINAVILLE
-0 30 and ST JMURIE DUMONT T49 and to join up with and, if
necessary, reinforce the two airborne divs, =

19, V. US Corps was td assault on the LEFT, . The objective for D
day was a-line from the coast NORTH of ISIGNY T58 to inclusive
TREVIERES P68 and VAUCELLES T78, " The assault was to be carried out
by 1 US Inf Div (less onc reginental combat team) with one combat team
of 29 US Inf Div under command, 29 US Inf Div (less one rogimental
combat team) with the remaining combat team of 1 US Inf Div under
commenG, was to land behind 1 US Div and come up ‘on the RIGHT where
its own combat team . would be found.  In addition, %wo bns of RANGERS
under command ¥ US Corps were to land and destroy the coastal defences
of POINTE DU HOE T59, o

20, Armourcd forces to be landed in the assault were two Tank Bns
(one IDs) with VIL.US Corps, and three Tank Bps (two DDs) with V Corps.

SECOND BRIT 4RMY -

21, Second . Brit Airmy was to .asseult between PORT EN BESSIN 778

and R ORNE Ul7, It was to scourc and develop o bridgchead SOUTH of

the lince CAUMONT T76 - CARN UO€ and SE of” GAEN in order to secure |, - .
airfiecld sites and %o protect the flank of First US drmy while the =
latter capturcd CHERBOURG and tlic BRITT.NY ports, '

22, 30 Corps was to assault on the RIGHT. = The objective for D
day was the town of BAYEUX T77 ard the rond BAYEUY - CAEN to the inter-
corpé,boundary‘with 1 Gorps, The RIGHT flank of 30 Corps was to be
ccheloned back NORTH towards the beach at PORT EN BESSIN,

The assault was to be carried out by 50 Inf Div which had an
additional inf bde under commend., - The task of the div was to -
penetrate the beach defences between IE HalEL T88 and LA RIVIERE T98
and secure & covering position which would inecludc BAYEUX. and the arca
of ST LEGER 787. The assault was to be made on a two bde front,

-PORT EN BESSIN was to beigaﬁtﬁred by L7 (RM) Commando, who
Wwere to land at LE HAMEL, ... - . . . .

23, 1 Corps wos %o assault on the LEFT,  Objectives of the
formations were.as follows;-
o es/(2)



(a)°

-6 - v
Airqu*ne”l'andil g%, night D minus. 1/D.

6 Airborne Div (less one bde) ’ro lah_cl EAST of O‘El\l W:Lth the
task of 'se:wlp” the bridges over the ORNE at BENOVILLE UO7

" and RANVIIIZ UL7. - In conjunction with 1 SS Bde, who were

(®)

landing WEST of the ORNE at H hour, the div was then to seize
the coast defences in the FRANCEVILLE U1l7 - CABOURG U27 area
from the rear. . They were to dominate the arca OUISTREHAM -
OABOURG =~ TROARN ULl6 - CAEN in order to protect the LEFT
’flank apd ‘J‘Aech‘r wnterl ersnce with 'chm beaches UEST of the
ORl\]E - ; : :

Seaborne 1 'md ing

(i') ') Con Div to assault on a. two bde front at the mouth
“of “the SEULIE T98 river, . Task o secure the géncral
“line of %he BAYE - CAEN railway between PUTOT-EN-
BESSIN T9172 and uhe Western outskirts of CAEN,

(ii) 3 Brit Div to assault on a onc.bde front between
]'.IO\ bU‘R MER UO6BL and OUISTREHAM, Task to secure
pigh ground NORTH of " CAEN and;- f. possible, CAEN
L85 to relieve 6 Airborne Di'* on che brldges over
th@ ‘UAN.E,LJ TE CAEN and the R ORNE- at BENOUVILLE and
WAILLE, '

T e

,' ith Jmuo Cor amdos had the tasks of
up the area bz,‘"wccn 3 0dn and 3 Brit Divs ..
‘ c.l’ld. of moving inland and scizirg bridges over the

: SLLTLLﬁ g S S L :

(1ii) & 85 Dac
g -

C‘k,b-l “F_L

CQ O

‘ Onc \,crrmanao of l'SS Bde was to -¢lear the coast on the
LERT ‘of j Br:Lt Divup to and ilncluding OUISTREHAM, while .
the rest of “the Bde crossed the ORNE to. operato w:.th 6
Alrborne Div,

o Ar'mourea forces to ’be landca in the assault Terei .

8 Armd Bde /1n\]¢u ing two DD Reots) w‘lth 50 Div
2 0dn Armd Bde {including one DD Regt) with 3 Cdn Div

27 Armd,Bde {incJud:no o DD Rcots) with 3 Brit Div

_Ln &l’l&l‘t’ on CaCh Corp.a hao ZHpr oximateiy one regt of -

FI&\IIIS,_and one egi o» m’RES Withia proportion of CROCODIIES, .

ASSAULT FIRE PL:’J-N ’

—-

25,

Phase 1

he G.m‘r ‘i*-ire vpvon alWS 1nto t‘lc folJ.ow:Ln', pnases-

.._'havv_ "softenmﬂ up“ bombar@nan prio_r.«t»o_-D daye -
was ‘entirely an oir commituwent. = .Some: 30 bomber
ke were mede on ouastal bﬂttorles in the assault
Foere 1) ,Layo : '

’ o‘f‘ h bmle batter1'>s d.hI‘lﬂg) the seaborno ,-_;r .

N
T ‘& Jodnt pwal_ and air I‘CSDOnulbllluy Th_eﬁ
. plan 1L1u.luucd -
(1) Niul' D mirmus 1/D attack om. 10 battery positions -
~each by 100 Brit night bomLers 5,300 tons of
“”bormb wWere: urogped. Vel
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(ii) Prior to H hour, Heavy day bombers of US Alr Porces
on battery positions and defended localities, Qver
5,900 tons of bombs were dropped,

(4ii) Prior to H hour. Pre-arranged silencing of hostile
batteries by 6 battleships, 2 monitors and 22
crulsers, ' .

Phase 3 (Close supaort of the assault trooPS during the run-in to

the beaches and the assault across them.
This was a "free-for-all" period when destroyers, close
support naval craft, the Royal Marine Armd Support Group
in LCOPs, and the self propelled div artillery all engaged
pre- arranoed or opportunity targets while medium and
fighter bombers engaged areas farther inland.
9% destroyers were avallable for the. ogeratlon, there
was a total of 1L7 close support oraft of various types
' equlyped with guns, mortars, spigot bombs ete,

Phase L  Support of inf as they worked inland, until their own

'artlllcry could come into action ashores
After completlon of primery task of 517en01ng batteries,
B the hattleships, monitors and. cruisers were ava11ablc to
. bombard opportunity targets as necessary. The mere
" intimate support was 0 be provided by the Royal Marine .
Armd Support Group.  Equipped with 75mm CENTAUR tanks,
there were available 5 batterics, each of 4 troops.

D. OTHER RESOURCES AVAILABIE TC 21 ARMY GROUP

26,

@_)‘ N

(c)

s

O

'f >iThc follow1n¢ naval craf't werc enplqyed in the opcratlon.

(a)

,wesucrn and Eastcern Task Forces, 1nclud1ng Bombarament

8 qua.drons -
6 Battleships 93 Destroyers
2 Monitors 57l Other Warships

.. 22 Cruisers . 312 Minesweepers
Close Supaort Squadrons - |
- 147 craft ofivarious typcs
Landlng craft, k., 266 “
MErchant ships cmployca on cross channel gervice 1nclu&od

400 coasters, 225 liberty:ships mlth a vross reglstered
tonnage of 2} million tons. o

E, SDCCTSS ACHIEVED

27.

ho opurﬁtlono up to the capturc of CHERBOURG may be divided

into tWO phascs -

Phase’'l 6 t0 15 Junc.b The “Break-In" . The initial landlng

and establishment. of a firm. brldgehead with a continuous
front, :

Phase 2 16 o 30 Juhe, Devclopment . The cutting of the

CHERBOURG Penlnsula capture of CHERBOURG ané enlargu—
ment of brlécohcad SOUTh of BAXEUA.

0

..../PELﬁE 1
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The airbérne landing o8 Weré ‘dcébssfulg 82 US Airborne Div  *
in approx;pdbvly the are a planned and ceptured. and held ST MERE
The roaa leddinig into the heach sred were blocked and the Div
carrisd out it tagk. <107 US"Airborne Div was spread over & large arca.
in the Dl&nned zone, bulb captured 37 WARTIN DE VARRAVIILE
”~vl LLE T43935_qp&vheld,thiﬁwgroundVthroughqutth- day,

Hdrnb Div e dw'd sucessful 1an01ng with comparatively
: ”hc brlu” at ”ENOUVILLM and RENVILIE were sclzed
:Luuacb by a'poupﬂau Tading “$hroe %rLoges over “the 'R DIVES were
~ieffoctively desﬁfcycd,’ A limited brlﬁgunuia wasd ‘establisned across

the! ORNE, and ai though it wa®d hoavily countér- gttacked by troops of
21 Panzer bi ! i ng'ual ly hvid ' '

iThé*wc ther wes fdr from ideal “for seaborne landings, but

in spite of the discomfort and dislocation cuus ed. thereby, all the
assault divs “Ob ashore, and the coastal &ufbaceg were brokcn‘through

in“the face of” uaubbo*p*recLutanou,‘ - ' :

1 beach, ' US-Inf Div made & uucao‘“Ful landing ailded
Leh were 1aUﬁch"fabouu 5,000" yards offshorc. By .
gecured an-initidl thol Dﬂ’uomﬁ 4,000 yards long,

had penctrated to a depth of noa "1 f10 000 yards,
Tished w1tk 10¢ AlbeTnu jlv

by 30 DD‘tar'
nigh ti‘<~li
.

On OMAHA be&on a th sea was running, the cnemy was in
sater otronwtn thun Waq altlcﬂ sated and casualtics wore soverc
Novertheless gainced and a beachhsad 1ittl
mile decp ) : ERE. L

In thc Seeond. Brit Arwy sector, 50 Inf Div quickly cst- =
a bcachhcad although the village of LE FAMDL was strongly

L ;“d’ :not captinred: until 1700 houwrs: Although the Final
objoctives for the day were not taken, by nightfall uhG Forward

+ioopo wore on the nlwh ground. EAST of BAVEUX 1r0ﬁ VAUX 3SUR AURE
T7ECL. to BRECY 8378 and contact was made w1ub uﬂ'Dlv on the

LEFT, though noﬁgwi] fthr Amurlcan

31, On the frowt of 1 Cox rps the assault wont very much

according Lo plan, Although therce wascmuch mortaring and fhell-

of the beoaches, on the RIGHT 3 Cdn Div rcachcd its first objective

1030 nours, The advance:continued during the day against heavy
sition from 716 Inf Div, PJ nightfall, howover, the Div had

fuwcnud a line CREUILY 79080 ~ ¥ ,'_SDRNUMQ 19680, C e

o aor Tothe IERT,. 3 Brit Div. capburcd OUISTREHAM an nd advanced
Lnlﬂnﬂ- coming. li,hohuact with inf ofy 21 Panzer Div, It was counter-
atLdCKud 1n thn arca of BLEVILIE UO)?A but ov‘dar“‘wa% ¢stablished on
the line RRIERu SUR-LE~DAN (0576 - BENOUVILLE whore it was in con-
oot NLuh 5 Alrborne Div,

Between 3 Cdn and 3 Brit Divs the cncmy*wﬁré*éfiil'iﬁ“
“°”ion of DO‘{ CE 00180, and on the extrome LEFT, CABOURG ro- .~

¢s had not becn capturod
uorpd-had been-hoavy, the beoachs:
s antl hnloading was procecding in spitc of
o)sjsh's G, o serious counter-attacks were reccived , and the

2 cffoetively noutraliscd by the bombing and
4 AlI‘EOTCQ“ flow some 115000 sortics during

22ﬂ5 Junc LA

33, - . the. Pirst US Army sector, VIT and V U3 Corps Jjoined up
on 10 June, CARENTAY was capturcd on 17 June and progress was madc
further NORTH towards MONTEROURG 030. Cn 10 Junc V Corps began a

./succcesful

CoL
!
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sﬁcces.sful!:'édvandéf SQUTH across the road_ ‘CARENTAN _ BAYEUX, - They made
. contact with 20 Corps on the 1lth, quickly cleared the FORET DE CERISY
P67 "and pressing on through BALLEROY T66, secured CAUMONT T75 on 1li
~dune, .

She w7 On Second Arvmy ‘front enemy tanks were in contact all alowg the
liné, but appreciable progress was made. everyithere exceps NE of CAEN,
On the RIGHT, BAYEUX was captured on 7 June, and in conformity with the
advance of ¥ US Corps, 30 Corps thrust SOUTH on the -axis TILLY-SUR- .
SEULLES 86 - VILLERS BOGAGE &5, Heavy enemy resistonce was cnoount-
ered in the close "hocage! country and TILLY-SUR-SEULLES held out, It
Was outflanked from the WEST by 7 drmd Div who pushed on +to VILLERS
BOCAGE but were compelled to withdraw 4o the high ground NW of the towm.
50 Inf Div held a fim base NORTH of TILLY, o

- v 0n 1 Corps front the cneny was bullding up his armour, which
delivered several ‘counter-attacks EAST and WEST of the ORNE without
. Buccess, © EAST of tho ORNE our ‘bositions were improved hy the capture
of BREVILLE UL37L on 13 June by 6 Airborme Div who were now réinforced
by5lDiv,,_‘ R [P '

35. - 7 By ‘the end of this. phase the enemy had committed three panzer,
one pars and two inf divs in attempts to seal off Allicd penetrations,

- The First US Army now hed six inf, one armd and two nirborne
divs ashore, In %the Brit scctor five inf, onc armd and one airborne
- divs had landed, - - ‘

PHASE 2. 16/30 June
FIRST US ARMY

~36e o Thelprindry task of First US Army was to copture CHERBOURG,

Wwhile developing operations SOUTH and SW through ‘the: fropt between
ST IO and CiUMONT, ~ -~ - ¢ e S

. The first step was to cut the GHERBOURC Penirsula and to this

end the drive WEST started on 16 Junc..  On this.dey, ST SJUVEUR IE
VICOMIE T19 was capturcd and by the evening of 17 June,.5 US Inf Div had
- troops astride the NORTH - 'SOUTH coastal’ road in the vicinity of -
BARNRVILLE SUR MER TO9, . & . . . o e
© 0n'lY June, VIL US Corps advanced on CHERBOURG on a three aiv
frante. Moving on o broad front through MONLEBOURG 030, VALOGNES 020
and BRICQUEBEC 010, the Corps ‘¢losed on the defences of the port, o
On.22 June the reduction of the fortress started, helped by systematic
bombing.,  The brincipal redoubt - FORT DE ROULE - was ceptured on 25th,
and two ‘days Iater the town surrendered, vy 30 June, mopping up’ wEs
completed-and the Deninsula WEST of CHERBOURG was clcared, N

o On 16 June, V'US Qorps attacked %o capturc BERIGNY T6065 -and
the high ground WEST and SOUTH of it. The town was teken, but in spite
of renewed attacks the high ground remained in enemy hands. ~ The re-
mainder of fhe month vas" spent in reorganisation and: improving the:

positions won; while: the ngin effort was concentrated up-in the ‘NORTH,. -

SEGOND BRIT 4RUY

to the caphlro of CfEN»-'v*rherelby a

37+ - Operations were. dlrec‘bed

strong LEFT f'lank-frould bc‘"‘pr‘o';iicie'd;fo'r‘ the bridgehead,

Initially it was hoped that CAEN would be captured by a
pincer movenent, 20 Corpsy driving SE from TILLY SUR SEULLES was to
¢ross the ORNE NORTH of TIRURY HARCOURT T9L, while the newly arrived 8

soe / COI‘ pS



© =10 -

- Gorps” Srossed the ORN?‘NORTH of "CATN and’ drove’ ST to neet 30. COrps. .
Owln@ to lack of room to deg;cy FAST of the. ‘ORNE it was flpally ; §
decided that 8- ‘Corps ‘should form part of the RIGHT pincer, while l
Corps carried out a llmltcd operation to sSccure the LEFT flank of’ the

71].

381Lg‘ In pursianse of this ¢

: : Regrouplnw nDW'took pl?ce
Mbetween 30 and l Corpso_ :

39.

sereral intention, 30 Oorﬁs contlnued
St operatlons eround TILLY which was tlnally uapcured
on 19 June after some” fierce ¢40hi1ngo : -

wl__‘thw HOTTOT - -

and 8 Corps Was interposed = ..

_Secure the area NOYERS 86, protect
T RIGHT flank of 8 Corps. and ex7101t

towards AUNAY SUR . ODON 85,

" Operations to start 25 Jung.,

Break out on front of 3 Cdn Dlv,
force crossings of R ODON and R

ORNE and sébure high ground NE' of

BRETTEVILLE SUR LAIZE U05.

- Opcraulanu t0 start 26 June.

The Plan-ln outling was; =
ZO Corps (49 and. 50 Inf Dlvs
T Arnd Dlv) '
8 Corps (15 and 43 Inf D*vs .
: ll Armd Dlv) o
1 Corps
40,
CAEN,

on along the high ground SE.

hold a firm brldoahead EAST of the

ORNE near CLEN, . .Prcpare to attack
CAEN from the NORTH: 1f‘ogportun1ty

offered,

Minor operations to start 23 Junc.

On 25 June 30 Corps attackcd SOUTH” aGToSS the road(h&&DNT -
49 Div captured FONTENAY-LE-PESNEL T8767 by nightfall and pushed
Attempts to hold BRETTEVILLETTE 886l were

unsuccessful in the face of repeated counter-attacks, but a-firm hold

was secured on the RAURAI featurc about £ 3

. on 27 June. _:’

milc NORTH of the v111&¢

‘On'8 Corps frOnﬁ 15 Dlv ‘att ackcd bctween IE MESNIL PATRY

T897O and NORREYLEN-BESSIN 79270 on

26 June, Therc was some very

fierde opposition in the close country, but by the following day the
div hed secured a brldoehoad Sver the ODON NORTH of GAVRUS T9862..»ﬁ,
The 11 Armd.D1V'was brought up to. secure the high ground EVRECY

T9259 « ESQUAY T956L and %o seize the R ORNE crossing, .
1t captured the’ high ground around Pt 112 9562,

2, . On 28 Junc,
while the inf divs

'were engaged in mopplng up and w1den1no tne corrldor across thc ODON

By 29 Junc, ennny ‘réactions 6 the 8 Corps thrust had become

nost violent,

parizer8ivs werc: concentratéa It

Along the front fron JUVICWY T8566 to CAEN, eight

uae decldcd that the cowﬁs would

l-concehtratc ‘on holdlnb the @round won while xurther reorcuplng took.

place. -

“On 1 Corps front 51 Inf Div improved the ORNE brldgchead hy

Securing ST HONORINE UO971 after a stiff fight,

while a -limited -attack,

by 3 Brit Div NORTH of r‘.AIE}N on 27 June, met very ficroe rCS1stapce.’

L4l, " By theend of Junc

both Allled armies were faclng SOUTH and

the stage was belng set for tho defeat of the German forces 1n.BKEH&ﬂEDY
He had committed a Panzer (orps, ‘brought from RUSSIA, and.to compensate
for Shortage of inf was brlnglng battlc groups from the 1nf dlvs in .

BRITTANY a.nd SOUTH of the LOI%

. eae/The Tactical
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.., The Tagtical Air Forces had provided contimubus. close. support
to the ground: troops when weather conditions permitted, and little was
seen of the German Air Force by day. At night, Laf twaffe attempts to
bomb the beachhead were generally ineffective, A
“ k20 ' From D Day %o 30 June, 274,000 tons of stores and 9,920 'AY.
vehicles were landed for Second Brit drmy. e

For 21 Army Group requirenents, .570 Liberty ships, 788
Coasters, and 2,899 other vessels.arrived in FRANCE between D plus 1-

and 30 June, .

F.  LOSSES DELIOTED ON THE ENGY UP TO THE GAPTURE OF CHERBOURG

¥3. ' In CHERBOﬁRG?i%séLﬁ, the encry lost 39,000 prisonmcrs,  In .
all, on'2l Army Group front it Was estimated that his losses in prisoners,
killed and long-term wounded amounted +o about 90,000 nen,

G.  CASUALTTES SUSTATNED BY US

b ' UBrit and 0dn cosualties from D day to 30 June: -
... ., Killed younded - Missing  Total -
Brit 2,960 14,299 4,450  21,709: .
Cdn 396 1,516 1,177 3,089




SECTION 2  THE BATTLES LEADING UP TU FALATSE AND THE BREAK-QUT

A GEVERAL PLAW UF- THE BATTLE

45 1 The' enehy had been strbngIYfreinforbed,hbutfhis'oOﬁnter attacks
up to dave, though fierce, had been spasmodic and unco-ordinated..
The Allies had gained the initiative from thg»begiqping.apd there had

besn ho setbackse

L6y _The build-up for the break-through was to take place on the
RIGHT While_theﬁenemy_was-to'babtéf'himéelf*égainst_a~§trongly%held
pivot in “Che- CARN 'aresa’on-the LEFT. - Inthe plan for July, thercfore;. -
Second Army was to continue to contain the main enemy force betirden::
VILLERS BUCAGE end CAEN and draw t0 itself its main strength. - On

the RIGHT, First US Army was to advance SOUTH in +the first stage of a

- move which, it was hoped, would eventually clear BRITTANY and bring it
in a position:to.ctt off any withdrewal EaST . which was. to be. Forced:
upon the enemy. ‘

- & strong force positicned in the ared IR MaNS - ALENCUN would,
1t was appreciated, serdidusly threaten the enasy's concentration in the
CAFN aree. or his retreat should events turn against him,.

411 the bridges over the SEINE between PiRIS and the sea had
been destroyed by the 4llied Air Forccs. - - e e e o

L Tasks were accordingly allotted to Armies as follgidss ~

(2) Second Brit. army . .

(i) To hold the main'enemykforbcs in the ‘area betﬁéén
VILLERS BUCAGE and C4AEN, R

(ii) To develop operations for ihe capture of CAEN as soon as
possibles

(iii) To be certain of repulsing the expected counter attack
with its own resources to enable the operations of
Pirst US Ammy in the WEST to proceed undisturbed, To
this end Second Army was to hold 7 Armd Div in Army
reserves

(b) First US irmy

To devlop an offensive Southwards starting on 3 July. The
initial object or this offensive was to open a gap pivoting
on CAUMONT, Through this gap was to pass the remainder of
the US forces which would, on the RIGHT, enter and clear the
BRITTANY peninsula, and on thé LEFT, sweep SOUTH of the
"bocage" country to the area LAVAL =~ MAYENNE - ALENCON - LE
MANS,

Be THE BENEMY BUILD=UP

L8, By 30 June, the enemy had crumitted eight Panzer, one FG, one
Para plus elements of a second, and nine Intantry Divs, with elements of
five more = altogether some twenty-five divs,

The month's fighting hed cost him the equivalent of six inf divs.

709 Inf Div was completely written off on the capture of CHERBOURG, while
715, 91, 243, 352 and 716 Inf Divs had suffered crippling losses.

ees/C.
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24 ABMY. GRCUE BUILD-UP DURN TO 25 JULY
19, American First US irmy - Four Corps

Four Arrmd Divs
Thirteen Inf Divs

. .Brit and ¢dn irmies - © Five Corps
' - R o Four Armd Divs .
Ten Inf Divs
- One Airborne Div
Seven Lrmd Bdes
79 Armd Div

D SUCCESS ACHTEVED

OPERALTIUNS UP T THE BREAK-OUT U 55 JULY

5Cs ... On 3 July, VIIT US Corps -attacked with three divs directed
on L4 HAYE DU HUITS T 48, . The following day VII US Corps launched.
an attdack with the object of gaining more elbow room in the area 8W

of CARENTAN, - Oppositinon was’ vory stirf and alr support was cons ideprably

.. curtailed through bad weather. Progress wag made by both Corps, and

“-XIX-US Corps “exténded the front of attack on 7 July by cepturing ST
JEAN DE DAYE T LY on road CLRENT/N. - ST L0,  un. 8 July La HiYE DU PUITS

. Was secured by VIIT US Corps, and VIT US Corps advanced to within 1000

- Jyards of ST ENY T 37 In conbinuous Tighting further limited advances

continued. along the front in the next Ffew days and by 14 July the attack

had reached a general line from the coest .S miles NW of LESSAY T 17 to

the high ground dominating ST LU, 2 miles NE and E;';ST_pf the town,

. 51. T’!I-éé@dwhile, on 7 July, after aoh attack by 2.;.50 heévy boﬁﬁbers
0f Bomber. Command, 1 Corps attacked NURTH of C4EN with RIGHT 3 Cdn Div,

- CENTRE 59 Div and LEFT 3 Brit Divs ‘CARN and CARPIGQUET T.96 were

captured on 9 July,

. On 10 July, 8 Corps attacked SE from the ODON. bridgehead
‘with 43 Div. Pt 112 was taken that day and changed hands again. -
frequently in the next two Gays; but after viclent fighting the high
ground remained in our hands, : '

oo OB 30.Corps front limited advances were made in 4he arca
SUUTH of TILLY where again the fighting was hard,

22e. . During this fortnight the on cuy was forced to, comit his o
. reinforcements pieceneal ‘as they arrived. - He nbved 2 83 Px Div to
 the WEST to hold the fmericans but. had 42 split it into’ small battle

© groups. .. Pz LEER and 27 Pz Divs, whom he hoped to rest, had to be
thrown in agein aftcr two days! respite to plug holes in the C4EN and
ST LO sectors,. . SRR ’ o

53« .. During the ten days ending 24 July, the -éx‘lve;ric;éfof;AFirst us
Ariy continued gradually and reached the 'general'line_:bf the read . ..
LESSAY = PERRIERS T 27 = ST L0, the lagt named being ceptured on 18
July, A .

Blhe In the Brit sector, 30 Corps attacked SUUTH on 15 July and
made some progress towards NUYERS in the face of stiff counter attecks,
On the LEFT of 30 Corps, 12 Corps also. attacked ‘on 15-July with 15 and
53 Divs, across the ODON towerds EVRRCY. Tho onéry madv soveral '
counter attacks but these were repulsed with heavy casualties, .~~~

" "' On the LEFT of the Brit front Sccond army lstnched o powerful |
armd and inf attack on 18.July, BAST of CAEN, - The mbault Was preceded
by an attack by over two thousand heavy and melivm bombers of Borber '
Commahd’ - and the US. Air Forces, who' dropped somne: 8000 tong ontenaay,
positipnse  Sceond Tactical iir Force. flow nearly 1400 sorties’ on the
first day of the attack, T -

£ o0 9/8 CDI‘pS
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8 Corps, crnsisting of Guards, 7 and 11 .rmd Divs, passed through
k@ bridgehond to attack SUUTH astrifie the high ground traversed by
fitoedn road CaIN - RALAISE U 43, 2 Cdn Corps was to clear the built-

- arca of CULUMBELLES U 06 and make a fimm base, while 1 Corps protscted
the LEFT flank of 8 Corpg, . - s

Some vcry’stiff‘fighting followed throughout the area. The
armour made good progress at the Outset, but after three days' fighting
was finally brought to a halt by a strong anti-tank screens . The CARN
suburbs BaST of the ORNE were clearcd and the advance reached the
general line ST MARTIN DE FONTENAY U 0260 - BOURQUERUS U 06 - CAGNY U 116k

55 On 18 July, the advence of our armour briught 12 88 Pz Div

back into the line and drew 1'S8 Pz Div in from WEST of the ORNE,

Llthough he had held'the srmd breakthrough, the enery suffered considerably
in the process. In order to ensure against = further breakthrough SUUTH
of GAEN he then brought 9 S8 Pz Div, 2 Pz Div and ¢lements of 10°SS Pz

Div Eastwards across the ORNE. . = - T S

This was t0 have a.decisive effect.  4s a result of three
wecks' hard fighting Second Brit army had achieved its aim,
Conditions were now favourable for the "break-out",

- UEERATIONS UP 10 THE'GLOSING OF THE FALAISE BUCKED. 25 JULY - 19 AUGUST

564 " 0On'25 July, an imerican attack preceded by .very heavy bombing
-broke through between PERRIERS. and ST LO, and on the same day 2 Cdn Corps
attacked simultaneously astride the road CAEN - WIATSE.  In the meantime,
in'the CENTRE, 12 Cérps had capbured MonTUT T 9862 and made limited - .
‘progress SUUTH. S L S -

These two Brit attacks, strongly contested, undoubtedly helped to
pin down German forces which might have been moved 4o meet the american
thruste - This deVeloped With great speed and power,. and after CUUTANGE
T-25 had Veen captured on 27 July, AVRANCHES T 21 was taken on the 30th and
the advance into BRITT.NY began. ' 5 S -

57 On 23 July, First Cdn «Iry ook over command of 1 Corps, and assumed
responsibility’ for the sector EAST. of CAEN, .On 31 July, it also took over 2
Gdn Corps.” .~ = _ T T e _ _ ,

Un 1 august, Twelfth US Army Group became opérdﬁionél and the
fifteen divs of First US .oy were diyided:gp%tpxmake,two‘armies, First
and Third, =~ = = T - , N

58, The operations at this Juncture had three sbjects; . to capture
the BRITTINY ports, t5 block ‘the line of the LOIRE and the PARIS -~ ORLEANS
gap, and to destroy the rctreating German forces WaST of the SEINE,  When
it beceme clear that the enewy did not intend immediately to.withdraw
Eastwards,;a'further:aimfwés added which was the envelopment of the .
Seventh 4rmy and Panzer Group WEST in the apca SOUTH and BAST of FALLISE.

59 _During the first week of.sugust, VIIT US Corps nowved SUUTH and
rove WEST into BRITTANY -where tho eneuly was reduced to withdrawing his.
forces, into the three mein ports,. BREST, LORIENT .and DINARD - ST MaLQOL -

The remaining available divs in the vicinity of AVRINCHES were

. turned EAST in, order to turn the enemy LEFT flank, ' '

60, . On 30 July, Secrnd. Brit Army begen a drive firom the CAUMONT
area directed first SOUTH, and then RAST t0 the River ORNE, . 'The reason
for changing the axis of advance from the line VILLERS BOCAGE. -~ CARN was
that in the latter arca the enery had concentrated his nain power of
resistances  LE BENY BUCLGE T 64 and JURQUES 65 were captured on

1 Augusts  The advance. continued. steadily. towards. the ORNE between
ARCENTAN “and. THURY HiRCOURT, with RIGHT 8.Corps (switched from the ¢dn - -
4oRy sector) on the general line FLERS - ARGENTYN, 'and 30 Corps CENTRE.
via the MONT PINGON feature T 8k ‘to THURY, H.ROUURT, 12 Corps LEFT.. .o
Served as a pivot in the EVREGY arca. L e B

-+./In the face
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In the face of heavy enemy resistance, Second Army had reached
the line of the road PUTANGES U 12 - PALAISE by‘19 August

Lo

61, . PFirst Cdn Army supported these oneratlons w1th a heavy atbaCki.
directed on FATATSEsastridoe the main CAFN road, It was launched on
7 August and precoded by arborbing attack vy 1,000 heavies of Bomber
Commaypd.. " The- advancc ‘reached & p01ni -gome b - 5 mllbs NORTH .of FALAISE
where. 1t eas haltcd by an extensive anti-tank scrcen. "Thc area between
the River IAIZu and the ORNE was cloarcd by e Junction on 12 August
between the: Cdns and 12 Corps who had mcannhlle forced ‘& crossing over
the latter rlvcr ‘f””“‘ o j

On 1L August %hﬁ atmaokioﬂ PALAI SE was resumed and the town
was onccred on the 16th The gap between the Brit and Cdn Armies was
now only 12 miles wide; further EAST the armd divs of the Cdn Army were
closing on CHAMBOIS 32 and TRUN.

62, In the meantime, on 7 August, while the American turning move-
ment on the RIGHT was ﬂettlng uﬁder way, the Cermans launched a very
heavy counter-attack’ w1th five pz and two inf divs against the First US
Army, in the v1cln1uy Of WORTAIN.* This was, directed on AVRANCHES with
the ODJGct of cuttlng the COTENTIN’penlnsula

Thé - attack was hold by‘Fler Us Army, who “were supported by
every available alrcraft of the Tactical Air Forces, 2°'TAR alone used
472 Typhoons and clalmcd 79 Lanks des royed ana 51 damaged on' the first
day, .

" TAS "soon éé"it“Wéé'éééh'fhéf'FifSthS Army could cope with the
counter-attack, the Third Army was directed to continue-its advance SE on
LAVAL and LE MANS., On reaching LE MANS, it was ordered to turn NORTH
to capture ARGENTAN and help Sccond Brit Army to trap the German forces.

On reaching ARGENTAN, the divisions engaged were taken over by
V US Corps of First US Army, end Third US Army were released to continue
theilr drive Fastwards to the SEINE VII US Corps now come in on the
IERT of V Corps,and they advanced to the general line CHAMBOIS - TRUN -
PUTANGES. On 19 August they met the Cdns and the "pocket" was closed,

As the Second Brit Army advanced into the "pocket® from the
WEST, the American formations were gradually pinched out, and First US
Army was ordered ‘o attack NE to the SEINE at ELBEUF, about 10 miles
SOUTH of ROUEN, Thus, before the "pocket” had becn finally cleared up,
a second enveloping move was in progress.

In the extreme SOUTH, XIT and XX US Corps maintained their
sweep towards CRLEANS and CHARTRES,

E, LOSSES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY

63, With the closing of the FALATISE gap, the number of divs
destroyed since D day amounted to fifteen with another four and a half
cut off in BRITTANY, Very hecavy losses were suffered by another seven

divs, In the same period prisoners and killed counted werce approximately —

240,000, with long term wounded meking an estimated total of 400,000,

In the "pockct" itself the following equipment was subsequently
checked -

Guns 571
Tanks and SP guns 358
Tracked vehicles,

lorries and cars’ 4,715

../F.  CASUALTIES




Fo  CASUALTTES SUSTATNED BY US

614... R ‘ . From 1 July {-,0'21;. Aug\iSt

__Killed Wounded| Missingy Total

\.11:.0@ Contlnuc,ntu:’. 290 1 1,023 1 104 i 1,41k

. British E 9,368 29 998 @ 2,190 11,556 -
- Cenadien - § 2,665 | 9, 525 780 12,970 . -
TOTAL b4 2,323 "LLO,546; g,,5,071 1’5"5 940
Cumulative from D clay :
_ I\.J.llec'?r Wounded MluSlD{) . Total |
Allle(l Coﬁtingen’ca | 290 1 023 101 5 1 ML;.. f_-
British 12,328 44,297 6 ,6L40 65,265
Canadian 3,_061 }11,041 ,957} 16,059
TOTAL | 15,679 {56,561 | 8,698 | 80,738 .
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vSECTIQN 5 THE ADVANCE ACROSS TIHE SEINE, THE ADVANCE TO BRUSSELS
AD ANTVERP AND THE CIEARING OF THE CHANNEL PORTS

A, GENERAL PLAN OF THE BATTIE

65. Although large German forces were traped in -the FATAISE-

pocket on 19 August, they wére figzhting desperately to breoak out and

had to be mopped up, At the same time, those wno managed to avoid

-encirclement had to be pursued and cut off if they were to be destroyed

WEST of the SEINE as wes the Commander-in-Chief's intentiomn. Accordingly

US XV and XIX Corps were directed +o the SEINE at MANTES-GASSICOURT

. R6060 and EIBEUF R19 respectively,  While First Cdn Army blocked the
EAST side of the pocket, Second Army were todrive through it to the

SEINE. o :

The American operations took them NE and NORTH across the
front of Second Army. It was therefore arranged that as Second Army
- closed up to the SEINE the Americans would give passage and then
withdraw within their original boundary which ran VERNEUIL RO3Z -~
' DREUX R33 - MANTES- ASSICOURT and %Was inclusive to Second Arny.

66. . Starting from the arca of DREUXZ R33 on 18 August, the two US
Corps thrust rapidly NORTH., EVREUX R16 was rcached on 22 August and
ELBEUF on- 25 August, S - ‘

S Meanwhile, on 21 August, the British Armies from ARGENTAN to
the sea pushed on EAST, By 25 August, theoy were closing to the SEINE
on the RIGHT, while further NORTH they vere across the R RISIE Q99.
The German forces were being harried to a state of disorganisation
Wwhile the Second Tactical Air Force did groat cxecution among the

-~ lmprovised ferrics and congested bottle necks along the lower SEINE.

By 25 August alto, the mopping up of the encmy in the "poclet" was
virtually completed, . :

67. - From 20 August, the' Americans began éstablishing‘a~bridgchea
over the SEINE near MANTES-G&SSICOURT; 'SOUTH.Qf‘FERIS,AWhiGh,Allied

- troops entered on 26 fugust, the SEINE vwas crossed at MEIUN S20 and
the YONNE at SENS X66, and the lmericans were sweepling on towards
TROYES and the R MARVE, . SR

B. _ FORMATIONS UNDER COLIAND 21‘ARMX'GROUP AND THEIR ALIOCATION TO
TASKS ' T

68. . Twelfth Army Group was %o revert to dircet command of SHAER

on:1 September and was to operate on the RIGHT flank of 21, Army Group

. directed on the ARDENNES. For the time being, the boundary between the
two Army Groups would be BEUVATS® MO0 = DOUAT H60 - ATH J23 - HASSELT K36.

On 26 August orders werd issued‘fbf”21"ﬂrmj Group's advance
NORTH. The intention vias to destroy all enemy in the PAS DE CALATS and
- FLANDERS and to capture INTWERP, . L -

SECOND BRIT ARMY

69. (a) To .cross the SEINE on the RIGHT;'in'théfvicinity of - VERNON
R4Y7  with 30 Corps;, and on the LEFT, between LES ANDELYS R39
- and TOUVIERS R28 with 12 Corps., . '

The advance of 30 Gdrﬁg_ﬁo:thétSEINE was led by 11 Armd Div,
follovied by 50 Div, vhile 43 Div in rescrve was to force the
crossing, T o o =

The advance of 12 Corps was led by 15 Div who wefe to make
the crossing, followed by 53 Div,
ev./(B)
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(b) To advence NORTH and Oot&,OllSh itself in the area ARRAS HLO -

AMIENS N15 - ST POL H1 with a1l speed and quite irrespective

-of the: 'O"‘OOI‘GQS of “the” arruca oh'the flanks, AMTENS and the
crossings over the :OuH\lL 6 be cmaturud as qq:l_ck_'l__f as, 'DOSSILD].G.

For this phase, 30 Corps regroupea aqd JCl’lu advcnce was led
by RIGHT, Guerds Jrmd Div, and LEFT 11 Armd Div, directed on
the SOIR E crossings about M\ELNS N15. 50 Div-followed up
and. 3 Dlv held the SELE. orldgohcud : R

- 12 Corps, with 4 Armd Bde n.d later 7 -;fmd Div in the 104&
‘was directed on an area NV of AMIENS 93 DlV, echeloned
Dack, protectcd the. IEFT .Echrllx. o

FIRST CDN ARUY

70. (a) To cross the SEINE between: PONT DE LVARCHE R29 and the sea,
ST advzmce NCRTH ‘on. Jcm, ooaoraT 11qc :‘T O“ER hb - BPUG,JS G80
and Ca'D'LU.I‘G DIE o

- () To 58 cure 1IE HAVRE L42

71, 2 Cdn Corps RIGHT with 4 Cdﬂ Arnd Dlv, 5 Cdn Div and’ :mte,r

Polish Armd Div to crosg the SEINE in the wvicinity of ROUEN M21,

. cap'bure the town and advance NNE to the SOMME betwecn BAST of p.BBEVILIﬁ:
¢ and the sea. 2 Cd.a Div to cap’curc DIJ:.PPE.

. %71 Brit Corps IEE‘T to Cross thc SLINE WEST of ROUFN. 51
D:LV on-the RIGHT to capture ST VALERY-EN-CAUX I1.96 and then sweep SW
along ¥he coast, 49 Div on thc IEFT to scize LE HAVRE. If this was
I.lotzpossibl‘e,- tocontaln the port wnllc the nocc sary build-up was made.

72.- © . Then it was evident the enemy were in full: rctfoat on Second
Army’s front and’ withdrawing on the IEFT into the Channel” ‘Ports to
deny us thelr use, Second Army were ordercd to capture BRUSSEIS and
ANTWERP and to secure a bridgchead. over the ALBERT CANAL. The tesk of
: clea:mng ‘bhe Coaﬁtul Del’c was the I‘GSDOﬂS_:_DlllJG‘f of Pirst Cdn irmy.

d; ' SUCCESS ACHTEVED

SEC QND BRIT ARL\J.TY

73. 2. In Second nrmy soctor Drlc‘{genmds over the SEII\LJ wer

qulorly established at VERNON and EAST of ILOUVIERS, the enemy O“C){:)Oul'thTl

D_e:mg light as a rcsult of the Lmorican sweep through tho country along

.- the WEST bank.  On the other hand, the concentration of the rest of
Second Army for the' drive NORTH was inevitably delayed by having to pass

‘acrogs this nmerlcan thrust, S S '

74 The advan_ce from the. 30 C,ownu bridgehead started on 29 August.
.vBad weather and some opposition delayed matters this day, but on 31.
- August, after an all-night advance, 11 Armd Div crosscd the SOMVE at
ANTENS, By nightfall Guerds Armd Div further EAST had elements astride
the road ALBERT N36 ~ AMIENS. One bde of 50 Div also: reached -AMTENS. -
The Corps had advanced 80 miles. '

‘Thé-advance of 1’9 Corp:s startc,d from the 15 Div orldocnead

. ,Oﬂ 30 A'uguut and by the GVCﬂlﬂb, L Aymd Bde had advanced over 30 miles
to reach GOURNAY 161, and 53 Div were on their IEPT in the LYONS Tl
FORET arca MiO. On 31 August, 7 Armd Div had come up and reached POIX

M&l—; followed 0y 53 Div 'wno were mopplng up cnemy- 'DOCLC'tS by-passed by
the armour, : _

/15,

3
,
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75.  On 1 September, Guards .rmd Div by-passed ARRAS and elements
reached DOUAT and IENS H51. = On their IEFT, 11 Armd Div reached the
road ARRAS - ST PCL, © 7 Lrmd Div by-passed enemy resistanceat
ATRATIES M86 and also crossed the SOME,

76, " In the next threc days, the advance continued rapidly.
Guards Armd Div, now with the Belgian Bde under commend, captured
TOURNAT H93 and crosscd thc ESCAUT on 2 Septcmber,  The div
entered BRUSSELS on the afternoon of 3 September and by last light
nad control of all main cxite, 11 Armd Div by-passed LILIE H63 and:
after an advance of 60 miles on 3 Scptember, werc in the arca of
ATOST by Iast light. = On L Scptember, 11 irmd Div were in HNTWERP
and 50 Div rcached ALOST, © The city of ANTWERP was firmly in our
hands but the Northern suburbs adjoining the dock arca remained to e
cleared. o . Ceoe

30 Corps spent the next few daysiimprbving their pgéitions
in the ANTVERP - MALINES J77 - LOUVAIN J85 - BRUSSEIS arca. ‘
| Meanwhile, 12 Corps had moved on and cleared the ST POL -
BEITUNE H32 - LILLE arca, and 7 Armd Div captured GHENT J18 on 6
September, '

FIRST CDN ARMY

77. . 2 0dn Corps concentrated SOUTH of EIBEUF ou 25 August, and
the inf bde of 4 Cdn Lrmd Div gained a bridgchead over the SEINE in
the vicinity of the town on 26 August. Tn the next few days, the
rest of the armd div and 3 Cdn Inf Div cxpanded the bridgehead, while
2 Cdn Inf Div clearcd the thickly wooded areas in the loops. of the
river SOUTH of ROUEN. ' o - - »

On 30 fugust, the advance Trom the bridgehecad started, _
ROUEN was found cleor of enery and FLEURY M30 was captured.  Progress
wag rapid. - On 31 lugust, L Cdn Armd Div reached the area FORGES 153 -
BUCHY M32 and 3 Cdn Inf Div passed through to NEUFCHATEL Myl and BURES
M35. By 2 September, 4 Cdn Yrmd Div were across the SOMME and
concentrated EAST of ABBEVILIE 178 and, two days later, 3 Cdn Div were
in the BOULOGNE - CALAIS area,

2 Cdn Inf Div liberated DIEFPE on 1 September and the port
was quickly put intc operation to a limited degrec,  The div then .
moved NORTH around 3 Div.  The strongly held defencdes of DUNKIRK &
were rcached on 8 Scptember, Thesc.werc.mosked while elements of the
Div peshed on ‘up the coast, By 10" Septetber, OSTEND C60 and
NIEUPORT H59 had been ocoupied and patrols were in ZEEBRUGGE C81.

Meanwhile, the Polish Armd Div had crossed the SOMME, -and -
pushed on to the GHENT = BRUGES Canal, which was held din some strength.
L. Cdn armd Div came up on their IFFT, cleared FRUGES by 11 September’
and eifected a crossing of the Canal, The twoarmd dive then closed
up to the IEOPOID Canal over which the ‘cnemy blew all the bridges and
-showed he wes determined to deny us a crogsing, = While the Cdn Armd .
Div contained the enemy on the LEOROLD Canal, the Polish Armd Div
swung BAST and then NORTH.,  They took over GHENT from 12 Corps, and
then proceeded to clear the area up to the SCHEIDT estuary between
ANTWERP and the srall port of TERNEUZEN D21, L

78, ~ In 1 Corps sector, 51 and 49 Divs cleared the loops -of the
SEINE WEST of ROUEN, and gob some clements across the river at DUCLAIR
MOZ,'CAUDEBEC 192 and QUILLEBEUF 172, but the bulk of the Corps '
crossed at ELBEUF, On 1 September, the advance started. 51 Div
thrust_up‘to ST VALERY-EN-CAUX which was liberated on 3 September.

They then turned dowm the coast to come in on the RIGHT of 49 Div

+../who in the
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who . in the meantime had been engaged with the enemy outpost positions -
covering.IE HAVRE, . By 6 September, the Corps hed driven LOTWqu up .
to the maindefences of this port, which were formidable, ' P

9. Thus in about ten days the brlt and Cdn Armies had aLVmﬂCGd
from the SEINE to the Dutch.frontier. . The coast line was cleared. .
except for IR HAVRE, BOULOGNE and CALATS which were aboub’ to be dealt
with, and.DUNRIRL wnlch was to be sealed off. :

IE mm

80, = The garrison of this fortress was about 12,000 men,  The
defences. ran in a semi-circle from a point on the SEINE about 6000

yds" EAST of the port, to the Channel coa st about 10,000 yds NORTH of

the port. There was a flooded valley on the EAST side dominated by
high ground, and an extensive anti-tank ditch along the Northern
perineter sited in conjunction with much wire and very extensive
-minefielda, The anti-tank ditch covered a’ series of strong points
which were of reinforced concrete and contained a large number of Mis
and-88 mm guns, In-the town there were two forts, numerous pill-boxes
and fortified bulldings and anti~tank guns sited to . cover -all approaches.

Of guns capable of being used in a ground role therc were 108
of 88 rm calibre or over, Lo : '

81..0  .The defences 'were softened upg by the 15 inch guns of a Naval
Bombardment Sqn and by Bomber Command who dropped LO00 tons during the
four days -preceding the attack in spite of bad weather. In the 90
ﬁlqutcs DefOfe H nour, another 4600 tons Were dropped :

ut 1745 hours 10 Jcpccnoer supported 0y, some 550 guns, one
bde of 49 Div breached the dlﬂcfleldo and broke into the cnemy position
in the NE eorner of the defences, - At midnight, 51 Div on their RIGHT
proke 1n also, Good progress wag made, Ener W‘stronr pointg werc
goaken from the rear, the break through was widened and by dark on 1
uCptCLDO -both divs with moblle columng supported by tanks were getting
into the town itseclf and had reached the- nlyn orouﬂd overloocing the =
harbour, ' '

The drive continued during the night and at 1145 hours on 12
September: the garrison commender surrcndered,  Mopping up .continued
in the port area and qy nightfall some 12,000 prlsoqcvs were taken:
1nclud1ng 500 wounded found in hospitals. L

Ono of thc strongest Tortressed of the "Atlantic Wall' was
agsaulted from the landward side and roduced in 48 hours fighting.

BOULOGHNE

82, The garrision consizted of .about 9,000 men. - The defences
ropalong an lrrcegular semi-circle of high ﬂround with a nuwber of
LOMLUTGS organised. as fortresscs, . ' In 1dd1tlonlto earthworks, the
ogitions contained o considerable number of concrete erplacements,
dur—outo cte. ALl wore wired and covercd by extensive nlqufﬂelds.
Coast defence batteries  contained guns up to 305 fm. - It is now
c”+1m¢ted that there Were apprQleatelj 90 guris at BOULOGNE of " 75 rm
calibre or greater ' T e

33.. Owing to lack of air support duc tg bad weather the assault
W postooned for two dujs, It started at 1025 hours on 17 Scpterber’
when two bdes of 3 Cdn Inf Div “ttacked after the RAF had dronped . over
S000 tons of bombs.. .rtillery support was provided by about 340 guns.
Progress was slowed by obstacles and incidents of the ground and the
g}%gr]lch.cffOfﬁo of the heavy batteries, including the guns at CAP.
7 R

.../The forts
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- The forts. were gradually reduced and all resistance in the
town was f mally cmoned by 22 prtelmoer.‘

CAL ATS

8L, ilﬂi;‘;‘ 'as':‘ﬁul’c WL the ta % of 3 Can Inf Div and wis delayed
oy the o-ocratlons at BOUILOGIE, = Tk _LJ.'lClU.dGCL ‘the capture of CLP GRIS
NEZ and the tnree-—r*un cross-chasnel batt uery at SANGATTE.

In acLCthﬁ on.£o ‘the. flxe& ‘defences which were of the same
pattern as thoge encountered at IE HAVRE and BOULOGNE, the Cdns were
here confronted with cxbensive flooding caused by the Germans in the
area EAST, SOUTH and SW of CALAIS. A3 a result, the Div was forced
to attack from the WEST of the towm.

The attack was launched with twe bdes at 0815 hours 25
September supported OJ a heavy alr bombardment, Good progress was
made and on 26 September, the high ground SW of the town of ESCALLES
G77 was secured. Mines and inundations hampered operations but the
Citadel fell and the town was entered on 28 September. in armistice
wag allowed for the evacuation of civiliasns from CALATS and the attack
resuned at midday on 30 September, By the same evening all organised
resistance had ccwoea, and mopping up was completed early on the
morning of 1 October. C4iP GRIS NEZ was captured on 29 Septerber,

85 The British L of C wag now well over 350 miles long.. Both
8 Corps and 1 Corps were grounded for some dave in order to release
their vehicles to help rnlq’cm n the momentun of the drive NORTH, in

air 1ift of anprox 1I1Lﬁcely 9900 tons had to be made to forward arcas
between 5 and 30 Scptemoer, exclugive of air supnly on the ARNHEL
opcration, '

4Llthough the IE HAVRE dock installations had been
’cDOfoughly wrecked by the enemy, the Brit and US Navies immediately
started the task of opening ‘tl’\u nort, 30 Brit minesweepers bei‘ng
emnloyed, The smaller ports, DTJi,‘“”r’E BOULCGNE, CALAIS and OSTEND,
soon started to operate on a rbduced cale, .nd materially aseis Lpd
in the maintenance of the Force,

A8 the coastal belt was clea wred, bases for the ensny V
weapons in Northern FRANCE and BRICIUM were eliminated or pushed back
into HOLLAND and +the Dutch igles Nas ,

D, LOSSES INFLICTED ON THE LG

8é. slthough heavy casualtics were inflicted on all enemy
formations engaged on 21 Arim Froup fron‘t, no gpecific formation can
be said to have been des troyed, Some 67,000 prisoners werc taken
during the period under revi cw, mostly from the ports of II HLVRE,
CLLATS and BOULOGNE., The fortress of DUNKIRK, with its garyigon of
15,000 men, mostly from 226 Tnf Div, was isolated.

fpproximately 140 tanks and 50 SP guns werc desiroyed
making the total since D Day 950 and 320 respectively,

g, LOSSES SUSTAINED BY US

8 L
! From 25 jugust to 30 September
Killed WVounded Iissing Total
#11icd Contingents L7 422 50 619
Britigh L,9h 12,923 6,245 25,112
Cenadian 751 3,802 580 5,133
Totzal 5,862 17,147 6,875  29,86L

... /Curmiative
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Cumilative from D Day

Killed  Wounded  Missing  Total

o A}liedfGQntingents_ R % 1S WY VIS 151 2,033
C. Britdish . ... . 17,272 57,220 - 12,885 . 87,377
Capadien = = 3,812 14,843 12,537 21,192

Total S 24,521 73,508 15,573 110,602
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SECTION L,:  TIE AD\/'AN(T Oﬁ s;oor\,u BRIT [ISH ARMY ACROSS EASTERN HOLLAID
T0 NIJMEGEN AD ARNEEN INCLUDLNG THE ATRBORNE OPERATIONS.

b GENERAL- SITUATION: AND OUTLINE PLAN

88_;_( _ On L September, 30 Corps were in the area ANTWERP ~ IOUVAIN -
BRUSSELS; 12 Corps were clearing. the area LILLE - ARRAS - ST POL and ©
» Cmps wefe grounded a f‘cw miles NORTH of +the SEINE.

Twelfth US Army Group were advancing astride the ARDENNES,
First Cdn Army were clearing +the Channel coast,

89 - The int entlon of 21 Mrmy Group was

(a) To advance Ea.a'{,uards and destroy all enemy forces encountered,
(b} To ocoupy the RUHR and get astride the commupications leading
- from it into GERM.ITY and to the sca ports,

The RUHR was to be oy-oasseo. round its Northern face and cut
of f by- a Southward X hl’"ll&u through HAMM,

Birst US Army would assist in cutting off the RUHR by Operations
against its South-Eastern face if this became noconary.

Until the maintenance situation llo»fed the emoloymcnt of First
Cdn army further forward, “the main portion of 21 Army Group's btask would
devolve on Sccond Brit army,

90, - The first stage of Sccond Army's operation was 40 be an advance
Ffrom the general line of the ALBERT and ESCAUT Canals in BSLGIUM to the
ZUIDER ZEE, The main body of the Army would then swing EAST whilc one
div, or if neocsuary a corps, would turn ¥ cs’m.aras tomras ROTTERD.AM and
.I;LVISTI‘RD“M, :

On 10 Sop’uembw it was decided that Second Army would be
’ISSlS'th. bv an Alrbornn Corps \Th’.}.ch would come under command on landing,

ERELLMIVunY OPERATIONS

~ : .
91, on 7 Scp’cember, Guards 4irmd Div occupied DIEST K 16 and the
following day sccured a bridgchcad over the ALBERT Canal at BEERINGELD
K 27 and pushed on to HELCHTEREN X 37 and BOURG-LEQPOLD X 28. In con-
~Junction with 11 Armd Div who had come up on their RIGET, they advanccd
to the arca PEiR K-48 - OVERPELT X 59, and a bridgchead ovw tuc MEUSE ~
ESCAUT Gano.l was established NORTH of OVERPELT on 11 September, Patrols
also reached the canul at BREm K 58 and LiNEKLAER X 57,

Fur ther WEST, 50 Div established a small bridgehead over the
ALIBERT Canal SOUTH of C".Lu__:.LJ K 08 on 8 8cptember, and gradually expandcd
it until relieved by 15 Div, The latier courec"_{ a bridgehcad over the
MEUSE - - ESCAUT Canel at 44RT X 09 on 1k Scphember,

Mcamihile  regrouping was taking place, & Corps, (11 irmd
Div and 3 Div) came up on the RIGHT, 30 Corps (GQuards jrmd Div, 43 and
50 Dlv.a) was in the Tl‘l‘P&] and 12 Corps (7 &rmd Div, 15 Div and 53 Di v;:)
was on the LEFT, - -

5

B, LY }SITU;;TION

‘92. ‘The cnemy reection to the cestablishment of bridgeheads over the
canals had bcen sharp and there had been & nu.nber of counter atvtacks, - -
The enemy was ’v‘athqrw*flng his forces across the SCHAIDT zstuary while

holding both banks of "it, ond was bringing troops round NORTH of the
+«o/ESCLUT Canal
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ESCAUL Canal to positions further BiST, He had about twenty-two divs on
2L nrmy Group Front, -including three pz, plus - a large. assortment of -
wnp ov¢scd Dattlo Crougs aﬂd EtQClc fOrnaulonu. Eol e N

C. bORm“LLQNS UlD COl ‘GD S COND JJEEYAEQD L; IR uuLOG¢ IOI TO T.SKS,

ot 2 .

_ .The object of Second army ias to position itself astrido the
VTS hunﬁ Wanls ‘and NEDER RIJN in the general arca GRAJ‘ B 65 -
NIJMEGEN E 76 ~ ARITEM B 77 ond to dominate the country Lo .the HORTH as

far os tqc ZUIDER ZEE, thércby cutting off commun;catlop.q between GERIANY
and '1e LOw COUMTRLE& '

The advancc was to be on'a<very narrow front, with only onc
road most of the woy, through EINDHOVEN E Ll - ST OQDENPQDD 5 43 - VEGHEL
E 43 -~ UDEN B 5l -~ GRAVE - NIJ”“CEN - LRMIEGH - APSLDORN Z 70 = ZUIDER ZER
et NUNSPERED Z 62, From the start linc to NUNSPZET was 99 miles,

The advance was to be led by, 30 Corps in the CENTRE, while §
Corps on the RIGH and 12 Corps. on the LT advanced more ulowly‘on the
e o . o 4
flanks,

Brit Adrbornc Corps werc o capiurc and hold crossings over
the canals and rivers on Sccond Limy's main axis of advance from about
_BINDHOVEN to inclusive ARNEHELL,

BRITISH A4LRBORIE CORPS

’ 9k, T Tasks of_fqrmations viere as follows:=
(2) 1 Brit airborne Div TO‘capturé intact bridges over the
with Polish Para Bdc NEDER RIJN at RNEFEM with sufficicnt

brldmehoaas to pass the formeations’ of
Sccond Jsrmy through.

(by 82 US airborne Div To scize' and hold the bridgésat .
NIJMEGEN and GRAVE wwith the same 0b~
Jeet in view. . The capturc and re-
tention of %he hvch ground betveen
NIJMEGEN and GROESBEEK I 75 was con-
sidered imperative in order to 2CC0m-
plish the Div's tus:é

(¢) 101 US Airbornc Div "_To scizc br¢aves over the ii River'
B ‘and WILLEMS V..RT Cenal ncar JmGﬂuL
over the DOMLEL Bivcr at ST OEDEFRODE
‘over the WILHELMING Canal ncer SO .
‘E 42, and to oaptuﬁc the tovm of .
EINDHOVEN, | _
" Thesc tasks vcrc“to meet the
~requircements of . 30 Corps, .

(d) 52 (L) piv (airportable) Was to be flown in NORTH of ARNHEM &s
L " soon. as &1r5tr1g“ were available and’

“were to concentrate in reserve nearby

in accordance with orders to be issued

1

on landing

Tne comolcuc Ily-lﬂ pro"ramjc called for fle llfts From D Day

to D plus 3,

It was decided fhat the airborne operation-would be carried ouj

Tor the {irst ﬁinc, in daylightb. It was oxpoctcd that the German night
fighter force, which was relatively intact, would be morc effective than
their umrinlmp*n,'bmm th ;lmm"ould1m‘nmcn more accurdte by day,” It

3
gy

—wos-believed -however that . proper cuployment ox EQL supportlnO air LOTCLS
.../oould lnock
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could . 1:*100} out flak ‘-Lj.ions in advance and beg.‘t them down during the
ul"”bOI'ﬂG OpLI‘a‘L” ong. themselves, ' '

. . °
29 CORES |
95. 30 Corps was to advance s When ordered, at ma.x:.rmm speed and
to sccurce the arca J’LNH.M - l\iJ_\S.tT.uJ. both 1aclus:.va The advence was %o

be made in the Ffollowing general orders -

Q

ards Jrmd Div
g 1£a1n jO Corps
43 Div
- 50 piv .

One main axis (as given in parmr-aph 93 above). was to be used,
with a subsidiary axis for part of' the way vhich was confined to fightd n_g
troops only,

96, - . The tasks given to 30 Gorps forma'i;_iong Weres -

3, at maxe-
CoLL, imun speed to arca uRl““M and by-passing
e _JIDOO?L\' 5 o dominatc. 'L},‘.IG arco from inclusive
HUNSFELD 10 exclusive iF “‘IZDOORI\,
I8 b idges ab GRAVE, NIJITECEN or ARNIE
were destroyed, the Div, was $o baie all
"fﬂpf‘OpI‘l”‘tC action in conjunction with the
airborne troops, to cffect a crossing and.
Tocilitate construction of bridges by L3 Di.'v.

(a) Guerds armd Div To advance when ordercd by Corps ¥Q

(b)Y 43 Div - (1) ro sccure arc,a.,x-rom inclugive LFALDOORI duﬁ
: : SOUTE along high ground o 1 ,irborne Div!s

LT
N

(311) To send detachmonts t0 sceours erossings over
> SLIE
R TJSS?JJ_: at DJIVLI .L._h 2 ’)O Lmal Au’l&ul\l - 99

(i1i). Sluulu bridges over the Ma , Wil or I"JZ‘D"‘R
o RIJH have been destr oyed, be preparct o carry
out an assault crossing and tridging operas-
tiomn,
(¢) 50 piv (1} Continue to hold %he ewisting bridschead over
the HEUSS - ESCAUT Oanul.

(di) Dhercaiter, send dctachments to SCOUrG o ...
‘ ‘Crossing over R-LJSbEL ot DO SEURG B 9u.

(1i1) advance when ordered and seourc high crou.ad
TIOR 0 G RIMEEM, kceping contact avith 1
sirborne Div ’tpa relicving 43 Div of parrt of .
’Gn.c,u' rcegponsibi l.L’b:) o -

- (iv) Be available as Gor ps reserve,

(&) Three groups, each one arid.oregh, onc sgn ROLILS and:onc £4

bty, with tasks as follows, 4o ass:.sw’; the airborne foregs in:
keeping ¢ le o t__c Corps D.flS :

(1) 15/19H qroup To lf:cép cle’wr the LIiT O’V’ZT\ arca under
operational comnend 506 RCE of' 101 US
Alx bornc Div,

voo/(31)  Lh RIR
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(ii). i RIR Group ~ To keep clear the VEGHEL area. under
-oporatlonal command: 501 RCT of 101 US
Alrborne Diwv. :

(iii)  SRY Growp To keep clear the GRAVE arca’ in support
of 82 US Airborne DlV

8 CORPS
97. ‘ Tts task was to protect the RIGHT and rear of 30 Corps and as
30 Carps advanced, progre*@1vely to relicve that Corps of RIGHT flank

protection.

This was to be accomollohoo by capturln” WEERT X 59 and
SOERENDONK E 40, and subbequonuly extending as far NORTH as HELMOND E 52.

12 CO?PS

98. © . Tts role Wa; to continue to operate on the LERT flank of 30
Corps with the following tasks. '

(1) Progressivels o relieve 30 Corps of LE¥T flank pro-
tection by'oapturinm’initially‘RETHY K 19, ARENDONCK
E 10 and TUF?N TQUW' OO ' o

:(ii) 'Subscqucncly to ‘advance to R MALS and possibly beyond.

. AIR SUPPOhT

99 . -FPor the alrborne operatloas fighters provided escorts and

w1thdrawal cover, umbrella cover over the Drop and Landing zones, and
undertoox ancl-flak patrol, Bomberu at acxed flak positions.

c. As soon as the drop . was ovcr 83 Group (Second Tactical Air
Forco) were free to support the breakout of the ground troops, This
support was based on a pre-arranged requirement of one sqn RP Typhoons
every 5 minutes for 35 minutes, briefed to strafc the road NORTH of the
. forward troops, to be Lollowea,by'a cab-~rank of RP Typhoons flying over
~the leading armd elements, In addlulon the normal fighter effort was
avallable to keep the sky clear « '

100 : Two asoects of . the OprablOP in particular provided compli-
'cated probleéms.,-

Firstly, the tactical move of approx1mamol< 20 OOO thlCle
. across HOLLAND on one route, supolcmunsed by a subsidiary “OU&Q mhls
involved a comprehensive OrmdnloublOﬂ of’ T{ofrUZLat:url'T HQs una.lfaf

Control Posts, all cquipped with w1roloss scts, and control in the
wreatestdetall by‘H@ 30 Corps

: Secondly the bridging problem, - Apert from the major water
obstacles; there were sevcral sizeable ones to be negotiated before the
MAAS was reacbed In all there were about 9 000 RE and Pionecr personnel
engaged on 30 Corps front, Nearly the whole rosources of 24 Army Group
Bridge column were assemblod at BOURG LEO “0ID . In addition to this
equipment on wheels, some 2,000 lorry loads werc &lso dumped at BOURC
IEOPOLD .

D. _TPROGRESS (OF THE OPERATION, SUCCLS” LCHIEVED (3D LOSS SUSTAINED

17 SEPTENEER

101, .~ 'D day for. the operation. had hoen fixed for 17 Septenber,
subgect to the weather being suitable for dirborne operations, On thc

../evening 16
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?venlng lé'Septembcr, the weather forecast was favourable ancd at 1900
hours the ”ord Was given to lay onn che opcration,

102, The Llfat blow at enemy defences was struck by Bomber Command
on night lf/17 Sunuemoer “wWhen uacy'drono“C about 1,200 tons on cneny
alrf"“las .and on fluy positions along the fly-in route. On the

ﬂoanln; of 17 Sept cr a further 535 tons were dropped by the RAF and.
Just prior to the arrivel of the troop caryicrs ; Eighth US Air Foroce .

droppcd 3139 tons on 117 £lalk positions along the routes and near the
Drop -and Landing,Zonos._nn :

. BCL”eoq 1025 and 1155 nours on 17 September,” the fored took off,
with a stréength of 1544 plancs and 478 gliders,  OFf cnesc 1481 plunes
and 425 gliders reached their destination, 20,000 troops were landed,:
together with 330 artillery weapons, 511 vehicles and over 500 tons ofA
equipment and. supplics,

103. 101 US jirborre Div were conveyed accurstely and with lightlosses
to their Dropping Zones and Landing Zones, — Surprise wos complete,

ground opposition was light and the Div occupied SON, ST OEDENRODE and
VEGEL, all brl@’Cu were. held and were 1ﬂtaCt cycogw that over the

WILHELMINA ngal wnlon Wo S blown.

82 US Airborne Div 1aﬁda@ successfully and seized intact the
LAWAS bridge at CGRWE and the bridge at HEUMEN over the MAAS ~ WAAL Canal,
Onc para regt pushed on into NIJMEGEN but was haltcd about 400 yards
short of the Wil bridgc by very StTOﬂ”' 99081u10n,

Droppin Zaneo and Landing Zones for 1 “_rborne Div were 5 to
3 miles WEST of 4&$¢um . The lending was gencrally successful and the
area of the Dro oplnf Zoncs and Lending Zones was seoured. 1 Para Bde

moved on to the bridges,  The ra dlway bridge was found bIOWn, but. the
main road Tridge was intact and 2 Para Bn, with some elements of 3 Bn

established tmbnsclvcs av tgc Northern end, En01y 009051t10n WeLs
stiff, - : :
104, - At 1310 hours Commander 30 Corps saw that the airborne drop

was procecding according o plan end Cuarus Afﬂd Div was orce"ed to
attaclk at 1435 hours. S ! :

By 1b00. qours thb DL oatlof Was: crossed by the leading
elements and contact was made Wit L‘ neny dug in on both sides of the
road and supported by a number of SP guns, With close support from

RP Typhoons and the ﬁrtlllery, the opposition was overcome and the
Div advanced some 7 = 8 miles by nightfall to V&dﬂuﬂ&ﬂhudiD about 6
miles short of EINDICVEN, R

OppOblb16ﬂ had been a good. déal stronger +han was expecteds -
Téentifications showed that two bns of 6 Para Reg t n& tWO bns of
9 8S Div were l¢0101nw on the Corps frono. : : o

105.: ,-‘ On the hLGJL 8 Corps Were preparing 0 brluﬁe the cunal Wluh
3 DIV E.ST of ‘the. 1ntef-coras boundary, -~ On the LEFT 12.0orps ordered .
& night uuC&Cu, ”thh was successful, and anotncr bridgehcad was cst-
ablished across the canal 1th the ObJLQb of" ou11d1n<ua class.9 leQ”e
by morning lSXScptLuber;' ‘ S

. . — - L Lo
- Both Corps reported that enemy fO“CulOn on their fronts had
been considerable, - -

18 SEPTEMBIR
106, 30 POfDu' led by Guara CArmd Div, resumed thelr advance from

VAIKENSWAARD at 0600 hours aga inst conoloer:ble opposition, Fig sating
for most of the day oenuereu wbout AALSH E 41 mn@ TINDHOVEN, Attempts

LI

/[were made



were made to opevate. off the road and to broaden the front, but the ground
was unsuiteble for tonks and the enery resistance was strong, The
capturc of LINDHOVEN from the NORTH by 101 US Airborne Div eventually
‘cased the situation, = Contact was csiablished between the two divs aboub
1700 hours,. and the Cuards Armd pushed through RINDHOVEN to the Southern
bank of the WLLIEIMING Canal near SON, where they procceded to construct
o class 40 bridge, - o - - '
o 50 Div continued their mopping up operations further SOUTH
and meinteincd their hold on the MEUSE - ESCAUT Canel bridgehead in. -
spite of repeated cnemy counter attacks from the NE, In order to rc=-
_lieve 30 Corps of the responsibility for this bfidgchcad, 50 Div came
under operational command of 8 Corps. ’

. A07.. - 101 US Airborne Div consolidated its hold on all the nodal.
points along the axis up to and cxcluding the GRLAVE bridge. '

. 82 US. Airborne Div continucd to drive for the NIJMECEN:
bridgesbut an increasce in the enermy build-up prevented their capture,
The first of a serics of counter attacks from the RIICHSWALD Forcest
was. made - in the morning., It achicved some.temporary success and rcached
the Landing Zone ncarcst to the Forest, but was cventually rcpulscd and
“the arca was cleared, S ' .

1 Brit sirborne Div held the arca of the Dropping Zones and

ending Zones, though they werc not able wholly to prevent.enemy fire
on them:  Little further progress was made towerds the bridges where
troops of 1 Para Bde were being. attacked by SS troops supported by
Tiger tenks and SP guns, . The second (glider) lift of the Div was
unfortunately delayed four hours owing to fog over the bases in the UK,
This favourcd the encmy bild-up and when these reinforcements did.
attempt to bredk through to the bridges, they were held up at the .
Western outskirts of the town and their own axis was cut. Thus the
Div-was-in three parts, .

- : L L . .
During this day, 1360 corricr aircraft and 1203 gliders took
- off and their losses were very light (22 aircraft and 21 gliders),
108, - . On the flanks of 30 Corps, 8 Corps cstablished o small
bridgchead over the ESCAUT Canal in the LILLE ST HUBERT arca K 49,

On %he LEFT 12 Corps had two Bdes across in their newly-cstablished
crossing of the Canal. " ’ C o

19 SEPTEIMBER

109. . On-this day the weather was bad for flying and H hour was
postponed to 1500 hours, The aircraft which took off had great
difficulty in reaching their objectives and mony turned back, Nearly
“all the resupply for 1 iirborme Div fell into enery hands, and most of
- thé Polish Para Bde could.mot take off fiom the UX,  The balance of
82 Airborne Div's glider lift (258 gliders) did not go in at all, and
only ‘about 25 per eent of their resupply could rcach them, Of 384

+-

gliders for 101 Airborne Div only 212 arrived, Sovere flak was also
Peing cencountered between the point where the air columns dispersed
SOUTH of HERTOGENBOSCE 3L, and the Landing and Dropping Zoncs,

110, At 0615 hours Guards jrmd Div started to cross the bridgc at
SON, and by 0830 hours their leading clements had passed over GRWE
bridge and by 1400 hours the armd bde Wwas concentrated Jjust-SOUTY of
- NIJHMEGEN, Here 82 US Airborne Div wes havins o stiff fight with
4¥oops. of |9 88 Div, . At 1500 hours. a combined attacliby 82 US Air-
“borme and the Guards was put in-to scoure the bridges which were re-
ported to be still intact. The cncmy had o nwiber of SP guns and
concrete pill-boxes.around the Southern end of the bricge, and our

oo /LrOOPS



Dok 1A 4TS e e cinrans :
8 ¢ « maze little headway, ut lqst llohﬁ the cnemy were still in
esgion of ~the bridge, : ‘

lJ'.»l., _n: A;RN}BJ;JL.' he situation was obscure ancL aetcrloratv ng, ' The
Div was trying to o'\ncca*cw"a"oc all available forces some 3 niles WEST of
the road bridge, while at the -same time guarding +the Landing and Dropping
Zones for Polid h Para Bde, HQ and. one bn of 1 3ara Bde still held an °
ares at the Northern end of $he Tbridge bub casualtics had been heavy,
opposition consideraivie and: armunition and Supplies were running short,
The two other bns of the Ble, togetbher with one hn from each of 4 Pare
Bde and 1 Airlanding Bde, na do another attempt to cstablish o cdrridor
through to the '.f’:ﬂo , but +~1Ly failed to break throush and very fow
survivors returncd, . : S IR

;12, The rcst of 20 Corps and 101 US A3 rborne Div were still r1opping
up poci ets of cnemy resistance i‘n_““hé ZINDHOVEN arca, The enemyv were in
foir strength at HRTMOND 4o the BAST of the axis, ond at SCHIJNDEL R L3 to

the WEST,

o ‘ On 8 and 12 Corps fronts progress was slow in difficult country
which was being stubbornl v def O;lx,_e,u., 11 Jrmd Div rcached LEENDE E LO
and had patrols 3 miles further on & HERZE, In 1° Ool"p.s sector 53

Div at tacking NORTH and WES T made slow pI‘O”.C'OSS o

20 SEPTEMBER

113, | The weother was again bhad and only resupply miscions. could be
corricd out, . .These were about oO slcka ccnt successful,

The 1~1'm".n considerations :uf’;»“cc’cim opf> ations dn this doy werce
. to sceoure the NI EGEN bridge, to ward off atbacks from the REICHSWALD
Eor?st‘ where ’Fne cnemy wog Dun.lu:mg-up » ond the ov verriding neoe sity of
reliceving 1 airborne Div. ' ’

Lik. - 4% first light quards .;rmourca Div started to clear LIJ:"LuCa.A\T
as a step towarde Securing the brids while 504 US Para Best prcparcd
‘to nals.e an assault -crossing of the R ‘w.mL WEST of th, “town,

- &b71500 hours the_assau'l’c crossing Yegan. In the fdoc.of
heavy and c¢losec firc:, and suffering severe casualtics, the US Redt made
a small bridgchead and gradually expanded it. They then turned EZAST.
fhen the imerican flag-could be scen on the far bank at 1 730 hours e
csmall force, including tonks and inf of the GRENADITRS who Dby then woere
Zighting on the approaches to the road bridge, supported 1“* 8P anti-te _
suns and REs, rushed the bridge and crossed uﬂO bOO yards span to Jjoin - .-
up. with the US para troops,: By 2015 hours the pOolL_L o WS s’crf’ngmnoncu
‘and a firm bridgehead e"t“DlloN_GO : = ' :

- 115; N Aﬁt_ _J'J’J\TT:EI»/’I the position ofi the troops at the bridge was now
ritical. * Amrunition had run out and 300 wounded had to be surrendered,
lhc houses from which they were fiphting werc gradually b nt out by
irdcendiaries, . TFinal 11y, at 0500 hours on:21 September, they were formed
up into small groups and ordercd to make their way mcl iff possible to
the main hody. - The remainder of 1 jirborme Div was defending its
perimeter, but this had to be gradually contractcd as ¢ r)emy inf J_lt ration
111creasec1. “The } aped»i‘or drop of thcﬂ Polish *J;m.. jck 1as agein post-
poned ovung to the weather : . S ST

116, . u2 Us urborno DlV suc meosfully withs uood several eneny

attacks, - fighting in the BEEK arca about. 3 miles. 3B of NIJMEGEN bridge
bevnv par‘l,:.culwrl\r V107en » : L S

: : "Td_bhu SOUTL 101 Us Llfbornc DlV rointained their’pbsitiOns
and .re pulseu an enemy attack at SON, Fror: the HELMOND arca the enc‘zy

CH

..w.c«e ano*Ll'cr’ aw:tacl:‘ m OBOO rours »r;c" tanls 8P guns and 1r_f‘ nu*,),

Q,,/oo ‘cut the
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to cut the L of C. An organised &tu&CL by 901 RCT, assisted by 15/19E,
4L R Tks, SRY and Mein ﬂcg, 30 f‘orps, restored the S.L'tUu.'LlOﬂ. ‘at 1lOO hours

and the flow of traffic was able to contimue. ’

, “Onthe RIGHD £lank .8 f‘orpo secured ACHEL X 14-9 and HAMONT 49
botn of which were short of the Dutch frontier, = On the LEFT 12 Corps
made some progress and reached . uh ”oad EINDEH OWW -. TURNHOUT, but re-
-.portcd stiff OppOolthﬂ from tne ,/LSL,, ‘

.

x 21 +£0 26 SbPTEMBER

'117.“ oo Durimb this pcrio’d the main 1tems were bhe cxp'mulon O" the
T‘TJLLL:@]N bridgehead; cnemy activities against the L of ¢ but neverthe-
less & gradual widening of the corridor; and the unsuccessful atiempts

e

to l"OllGVC l A:Lzborne D1v ana its wcnuual 'v‘-iithdrawl.

‘» _L,yoept on 23 S( ptuqbur bad TCuthLI‘ %Lvecely fLOtI‘.LC ted, al—
.OpGI‘&ulOl’lS and’ on 22:8eptember no.troop carricr operations were
possible at all, Ca

~118, . On 21 September the G,uarcw Armd Div attempted to reach ARNHEM

Cand: c'xrry out thelr original taslk, whilc L3 Div came up .into the NIJMEGEN
bridgchead, - Progress however was slow, and the advance.was finally.
halted by a strong anti-tank screen some 600 yards SOUTH of -the railway
station at BESSEM E 76, The armour was forced to keep to the road
which was about 6 feet above the surrounding country end had deep.
ditches on both sides, Artillery support was strictly limited and air
support was rccuced owing ’bu -t 1C baa Ilylng weather,

ARI\H-EM 1tself Was now C'melc‘i,clv controlled b_y‘ ’cno eneny, and
©at’ 1700 hours he capturced the ferry at HEVEADORP E 67, thus cutbting the

' 'lasc possible l:i_m: to the SOU"‘A *da, of the NEDER RIJN

AL 17OO hourb aLout WO - thlra,. or the Pollbh Paro. Bde: W(,I‘e

dropped in the area NW and NORTH of ELST & 77. Owing to flalk, this
drop was made -2 good dedl nearcr ELST than had besn intended and the
Bde suffercd hésvy casualties,  There was some. delay -in concentrating

the Bde in the arca “from s fhlf‘h.»they werce to cross to reinforce 1
Alrborne Div,

‘119'. On 22 September the atiack was renewed by'&-} Diif while Quards
Armd Div rested and made rccommaissances further to the w_mS ~and to the
rLuRTOGn.l\’BOSCH area, '

The L3 Div abttack was- cvonmally nold up outsa.le ELST after

..;'some stiff fighting, 4 mobile column of one bn inf and one aqn tenks

" made a detour WAST and succecded in joining up with the Poles at DRIEL
67 and in reaching the NEDER RIJN.  As,. however,. the river bank WES
under close range firc, and the DUKWS (cm’rylng ammunl‘t:i.on, medical
supplies- etc) could not negotiate. the steep banks, only a very S*wall

" amount A'OI storcs could be got over by lTlpI"\V‘:LSCL means, :

, A‘b 1300 hours the' 30 Corps axis was cut betw'cen UDEN ana.r.
:VV’EGHEL with inf and tenks, and at the same time the enemy started
. shelling ST OEDENRODE, The Anf Dbde of Guarcs jrmd DIV was c@spatched

" %o deal with this thrdat, and. at 1530 hours on 23 Septcmber the axis was

cleared, though it still rcmaincd under sb.cll and small arms firc.‘ ‘

120, On the 23rd, 43 Div slig chtly streﬂ*uhcncu the corridor £5 the
NEDER RIJN but by nightfall had not completely cleared ELST, In the
aftornoon 353 Glider Inf Regt (82 US Airborne Div) and the balan,cc_ of

Polish Para Bde werc landed near GRAVE, . During the night 23/2k
Scptember about 250 Poles were ferried across the MNEDER RIJN and o number
succeeded in linking up with 1 Alrborne Div.  On the following night L

' DORSELS (45 DlV) were oble to ferwy some 350 men acrgss,. but the intensc
' vee/fire put
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fire put a stop to the proccedings at first light. Contact was made
with the ‘enemy but elements of Lsdirborne Div could not be loeated. .

vl Qrders 'were isSed on 23 September that the fly-in’of 52 (L) 4
Div was postpoded indefinitelyi’ .. 7 ooutol L e B
Fighting continued to be violent in +the area of ELST and
BEMMEL & 76, the cnemy SOUTH of ARNHEM having been reinforced with.inf:'
and tanks, and it was not until the latc afternoon of 25 September that
these ‘localities were ‘completely.clear,: L D BRI
Meamwhile the main axis was again cut SOUTH of VEGHEL at 1630
hours:on 2L Scptember, = Inispite of.stremious ¢fforts by 10L US Airborne
Div, the encmy built up a considerable .force during the night ~iinf, . "
tanks and SP guns, On 25 Scptember 101 US Airborne Div from the NORTH
Supported by Lk RIR, in concert with 50 Div from the SOUTH, endecavoured
to restore the situation, By dark the enemy had been cleared from all
but a small arca SOUTH of the road, which was, however, s3ill closed.
It was not until 26 September that the arca was sufiiciently clcor for
traffic to use the axis,

121, During this period, 8 and 12 Corps had becn making progress on
the flanks, but they too were up against a stubborn eneny in difficult
country, While advances were made on both sides of EINDIOVEN, WEERT
was captured on 22 September, and DEURNE E 62 on 24th, By the evening
of 25 Scptember, HELMOND and GEMERT were in our hands, and 8 Corps made
contact with 30 Corps in the arca of ST ANTONIS 73.

On the LiFT flank, 12 Corps slowly clecared the area Dbetween
the road EINDHOVEN - TURNEOUT and the road EINDHOVEN - HERTOGENBOSCH, and
made progress towards SCHLJNDEL, but the cnemy was still holding out in
BEST 32 and BOZTEL 33,

12z, On the morning of 25 September it was decided to withdraw 1
Jirborne Div from their positions NORTH of the NEDER RIJN that night.
Their bridgehead was no longer tenable owing to casualties and shortage
of ammunition and supplies, - The necessary reinforcements and supplics
could only be provided on a limited scale by nisht with assault boats
etc, and each cffort would meaon a major operation since the encmy
dominated the crossing places from the high ground NE and NW,  Iorecover,
the area in which the Airborne Div was located was not suitoble for
expansion into a Corps bridgchead.

123, During the night 25/26 September L3 Div carried out the with-
“draowal operation with assault boats, This was done with the greatest
gallantry and skill by all concerned, and by 0600 hours on 26 September,
when intense fire made further crossings impossible, 2163 men of the
Adrborne Div, 160 of Polish Para Bde and 75 of L4 DORSET were safely
evacuated, 180 men of the latter Regt were left on the NORTH bank of
the river, still fighting to cover the withdrawal, 4 few of thenm
managed to return the following night. '

RESUILD

124, There is every reason o sSupposc that the operation would

" have been completcly successful if the weather been more favouﬁablé.
The arrival of the Jolish Para Bde and 325 Glider Inf RCT (82 US Alr-
borne Div) on D plus 2 as planncd might have provided in time the
essential cxtra inf for the tasks at ARNHEM and NIJMEGEN,  Moreover,
better weather would have permitted adegquate air supply, and the
normal scale of air support to the ground troops.

- Nevertheless, a deep thrust of some 60 miles was made into
country occupicd and held by a stubborn enemy, five major water
obstacles werc successfully negotinted in the face of strong opposition
| voo/and the plan



- 32 -
and tbe plan as orlﬁlnally concclved was 90 per cent successful.

The pososesslon of the bridge at GRAVE and of the NIJKEEEN area
was to be of considerable -importence in the. later operatlons which
were to result in driving the enemy from tne W“ST bank of the RﬁINEL

- LOSSES

125, ‘ Thc eheny lost 16 000 prisoncrs and 30 tanks and SP guas des~
troyed; 159 of hlS eroraxt were also dostrqygd :

TOtal C&SUlelLS of the Alrbornc Corps were 9,600, of which
the Brit element was 6986 1nclud1nU 322 kllled
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- éEGTION 5. - THE OPWL?_&TTO‘\TS 70 OPEN ANHWVERP AND CLbAR "‘HE LOWER RHINE
A G—ENER.&L: PLAN OF THE BATTLE |

126.0 7 " Towards the end of September in geneL al - Serms tho bound.ary
between Secon.d Brit Army and First Cdn Army was MALINES  J 77 -
TURNHOUT E 00 -~ ILBUPG' A3 - F”RTOCENF’CSC& 5 34 - UTRECHT - E 29,

In First Cdn Army a regrouping.was faking place. 1 Corps from LE
HAVRE crossed over to the RICHT of the Army secfor to SE of ANTWERP,
relieving fmns of 12 Corps, . The Polish Armd Div} Nh.l.ch hed been
relieved of it *ee}jo-*,lb Lities .l.fl the area WiST of ANTWERP on 24

' September, Jo,Lned i Corps. .In 2 ¢dn, Corpo Séctory 2 Cdn In;t Div

handed over the Lavestment of DlF\'II\_TRx{ to 4 82 Bde '

27,5 Tk can be said ha’t tho operatlons o open 'ANTWERP started
~on1 October,  ‘On this dafe 2.Cdn-Inf Div were in process of crossing
. the ANTWERP - TURNHOUT (*anal rough the 1 Co crps bridgehcad about. b
 miles WEST of TURNHOUT. The. ares:between. the SGHELDT - Es tuary ahid
TERNEUZEN had been ocompl etely clesred.  ALL enemy forces SOUTH of

. the WEST SCHELDT had becn confined in the 1 iElsnd! formed by the

* SAVOJAARDS PLAAT D 2008, the LEOPCLD Cansal and the sea. Here they
were being contained by L (dn. Armd, D1v° CCATATS . Wae being finall'y
mopped up by (‘an TInf Div, R o :

128, Thc, pl Yl LO o“c,n & WWERP f\,ll mto threc *oartsm

UF-‘:’Lrst; CTo Seal oFf H.’lb ie thmus leaalng to SOU”H BEVELAND D 42
, aml ’Go @Le@ the "island" bOU’T‘H of° the SGHEIDT

Becond: ‘'To clear qOUTH bm TLAND Iay en’ advunoc alow the isthmus
L “In conjunction with an assault across’ +hc, estudrj “rom
‘bhe SQUTH. o R

- Third; To clear WALGHFREN D- 13 by concentric attacks from the

A EAST, 'SOUTH and WEST. This involved a ‘second. crossing
~of %he es stuary end o seabor'nc expedition from one of
the Channel Ports.. . The fixed  dnd heavy &ef‘ences ‘of
WALCHEREN were. t0 be neutralis ed by bO’Ilb.Ll’lP‘ ‘fhe Bsea
fiylxes,anrq F’7<Joo.:|.1rlo' the 1sleﬂf1 -

Whlle theue opu a’clono were in p“ogrees ‘Ghe RIGHT wing of
First ¢dn Army would be SL":j.V&"'lC,LnP‘ from the ANIWIRP - TURNHOUT Canal
across “the general line «Jf the road: TILBURG EREDA D 93 ROOSH\]DA-AL
D 73 - BERGW OP VOOM D 62 to the MAAS IR

B, TI‘IE E\TH\’EY SLRENGTH .uND (TEL\TERG»J; Lf OUT IN ’IH‘*“ ’RM

129, f " 4t the beglr\mua of Octooer about rine.enemy inf divs were

. SOUTH ‘of ‘the MAAS, WEST of ARNHEM.  Of :thesc, there ‘were four main
&1V1S:Lonal groups who would have to be derlt with in eléaring the
SCHELDT Estuary. Two Wore in the sres BREDA - nNTUERP - BIRGEN—OP-ZOOM-
HOLLALND, SOUTH of the Bstuary, was held by, 64 Ivf Div, “which con’calned

& large proport,_on of expnmenmd troops £ rom the: Rasslm front. SOUTH
BEVELM\UD and WALCHFREN were *'ar\ﬂlsonul by 70 Inf Div, &

- 130, The encmy coastal defence system analogeus in noarly all
respects to that found along the Channel Coast was designed to prevent -
access'"to the mouth &f ~the SCHELDT . Lar;re‘ooas‘cal batteries located -

on WALCHEREN -ISL/ND' covercd $he” ‘entrances ; to the SCHELDT,. their fire [
being crossed by heavy and me;'tlum batterles sltuatcu :Ln the isla;ld" o
formed: 'by ’Ghe LEOPOLD Cana“ o : Lo e RN

/i _13_e_ " ISLAND*"
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The area was completely flat w:Lth a net\vork of‘ minor canals ,
.end ditches and numerous aress were flooded, '~ It was GrlSS-—-.”
crossed by dykes mostly carrylna roads and tracks, The
‘,flelds or..polders were- opein. and afforded. llttle cover anl
. wEhe b«,arlno" mpacfay of the. so:Ll Was poor, ' T

"".'The enemy posrb:.ons on thc, fars lJ.O of “the canal were: known
.. %o be dug in on.the reverse . side of “the oanwl dyke, dlfflcult
- %o neu‘cral:.se leh rj‘.E} an. S4 f:.r'e. ’ '

In his defenswe bat'ble the enemy was meterlallj assisted by
_the Fixed coast defeonces of BRESKENS D. 01, CADZAND C 91 and
KNOCKE C 81,. and the b‘uys on. MALCI-IEREN .“Ls]wnl°

() SQUDE BEVELAND and wmczmam Iolarﬂ

' (:L) SOUTH BEVELAND

The greater. part 01" SOUI‘H BEVELAND is reolalmed 1and i
held in position by dykes. Movement is'restricted to. ”
one main rozd and the minor approach roads along the |
dykes SOUTH of the msin road. Large arces had already:
been flooded while *bhe rcmplnder Was saturated crounﬂ.

: There were fem flxed dcfencbs on SOUTH BEVELAND ani the
enemy relied largely on inundations, extensive use of‘
mlnes and craterlno‘ foN hamper ettaoklnp forces i lni .

(i) 'WALGHERH\I Island

.. . The, defences were sited primarily. to prevent a segbokne
"b.,__,,land.lnp' from the WEST and to cover the émtrance to the
L WEST. SOI—IBLDT The WEST and SOUTH sides of the island
~'were_protected by urderwater obstacles, wire and inf
. positions on the dykes and .dunes with gun btys in support
behind. FLUSHING had a perimetcr defence ‘system
including two anti-tank ditches. The strongpoints on
. the 3W coast,-ulmllar in design and function-fo those ,
. - of the NCRMANDY beaches were fairly heavily fortified 85 B
. far NORTH.as WESTKAPELLE,. though less heavily for’clfled
then those at FLUSHING. = Beaches end dunes and their
exits were tho.oughly mined. On the island there were
- 25 active coast biys mounting four or six guns. 'Calibres:
ranged from 94 mm to 220 mm, the IIa"Orlty being 150 mm
.+ and 105 mm. . In.addition there were numerous: 88 mms and
' _,-smaller cruns Sl“b(.,i in StI'O”IG‘OOln“t° T%e AA defences Were‘
-heavy' S, k . L . S . . .

131. “ - | The SGHELDT and J.ts approaches hal been extbnmvely :mnel :
the Germans. operated number of - exploswo motor boau.a ete, “and tmld_co‘q’-v-‘-’.
submarines in the area. : =~ . - o . A

C. FORCES EMPLOYED TO C.RRY OUT THE TASK S SRR ST L T
132;. The taSk of clefarlnrr ’Ghe ares betwesen the d\YTuERP - TURNHOUT

Canal and the Lu«.“s was given to ¥ Oorps. Initially 1 Corps had 49

and 51 Divs andithe" Polish firmd Div. 51 Div was transferred. to 12" .
Corps on.17 October when Second irmy wer: fdevelopi ng their: 0peratlons o
against HERTOGENBOSCH and TILBURG. L Cdn Armd Div: and 104 US Div™ i
then came into-1 Corps,

.+ +/2_CDN_OGRES
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133 Clearlnv the SCHELDT was tha respon 1b111ty of 2 bdn Corpss -
2 Cdn Inf Div had the task f . sealing off the isthius and clearing '
SOUTH BEVELLND, With the assistanc@ of 4 Cdn Arwmd Div wno were 0
contain the enemy, 3 Cdn Inf Div were to destroy the enemy on the
"1sland"SUUTH of the. UCHELDT ';u Sb BJ.e was to make tnu st.aborne

attaol on *u,_LJCHBR_H\T v L S

_ In Jche course of thc Dper )a'tlulb, o@ftam moulfluatlrms
wore made ¢ these plans.. 52 Div £rom the UK joined in the
Dpe"utluﬂs SUUTH of the SCHELDD about the “lwlle of Uctober, and Lo
Can arnd Div.then moved round EnS¢ of ANTWERP to Doorate nh thc
RIGHT of 2. Cdn Inf Dive

MTH‘IIBIANS

13k In order to cope with the inundatirng and the: sdturated ground,
and to meke corssings. of the WEST SCHELDT, a nwdber«of amphibians were
made available, dncluding some 200 LV ("Bu.x*alocs") and W 290s

("Weasels"), DUKWs and Tex‘ranlns. T

ROYAL, NAVY

135, The seeborne assablt wes t bc. "ﬁaio by Forco T"‘. which con=
sisted uf approximately 200 1amllng and ¢lose support coraft, supported
by a Bonpumilent Squadron Df H‘\E Warspite and monitcrs. e

e

D, oUC CEDS nCHIbVED

Ut’hm U» TU UFN J\TT JERD g oE.uLIl\I G—bf‘ﬂ BUUTH BEVEJIJA.:ND -

136,- Un 1 0otober the LEFT bde of 2 GJ.n Taf Dw nccupled xmmvz
J 79 without opposition, and the RIGHT bde was in BRECHT D 81. The
Northern putskirts of ANTWERP up to the Dutch frontier were cleared
quickly, but further EAST the enenmy made use of the wooded country to- -
delay the advance. By 7 October, however, the arsa of WOENSDRECHT
D 62 was reached; oppositimn stiffened considerably as the isthmus ‘was
approacheds
Sm 16 J.ayf Were., spcn't A da,allng *wltn oara.,roops whﬂ were dug
in amongthe dykes and:raillway. embankments in the WUENSDRECHT area, while
atterlpts were nade to push.up. almng #hHe nain road 4o KURTEVEN.D 62.
Eneny countor-=attadks: wifhlinf .and “tdnks were froguent, but the positions
gencrally were held and the eneuy was gjr J.ually,_ worn downj  the isthmus
was v1rtua11y sealed, Lo

By 20 Qctober, L Cdn Arsd Div had arrived NE of JNTWERP end
began to exert pressure around CALMPTHOUT D71 and ACHTFRBRUEK D 71s
They pushed on With vigour’ and on the evening of 23 October crossed the
Dutch frontier at ESSCHEN D 72 2 Cdn Inf Div had meanwhile dmproved
their positions a'nd wefé"réaﬂy to advance WEST alorg: the isthrus.

ClﬁARINC TI{E SJUTH Bm\TK OF THE SCEBJLDT

137. : The olan of’ 3 Cdn Inl Div was brlefly as Iollows. . 7 Bde %o -
establish a bridgehead aecross the LEOFOLD Caral NURTH of MALDEGEM J 09
through which 8 Bde was t0 pass. - 8 Bde was.then 0 .Seize crossings over
the canals at SLUIS 090 and RETR/NCHEMENT C 91  and clear the KNOCKE
areaa. 9 Bde was to agsault across the SAVOJAARDS FLAAT D 2313 onD

plus 2 and establish a bridgchead on the EiST of the 1s1an from which
they were ‘to clpar ’cho ooﬁst up to BRESI”“NS D Ol TS N

138. The assault across ’th L ()EOLD anal was 1aunr-hed at 0550 hrs
on 6 QOctober.with two bns after the enewy positinons on the far bank had

«.-/becn flaned
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been flamed by WaSPs.  Suall shallow bridgeheads were madé iR the face
of fanatical opposition and enfilade fire down the canal from the WEST.
1t was four days before the bridgehead could be sufficiently expanded
to enable the bridges to be built. = The eneny reinforced and” cruntet-
atbacked repeatedly, but it turned ocut later that in these efforts he

had soent a Gonsidefableﬁportimn’Qf”hiS”best”thbps; 

139. 9 Cdn Inf Bde on release from the CALAIS Operations, was
noved o GHENT to "marry-up" with the LVTs of 5 assault Regt RE (79
srid Div).,  The issault Group (two bns and Tac Bde HQ) sailed up the
GHENT - TERNEUZEN Canal on the evening of 7 Uctober. There was 24
hours delay at TERVEUZREV owing to trduble at the locks, and the coluin
harboured in. the area without being seen by the encny guns and OPs
across the SCHELDT. 4% 0020 hyrs on 9 Uctober, the expedition cmerged
into the SCHELDT and sailed some 4 or 5 miles to land two hours later.
on beaches at the Eastern tip of the “islandd Surprise was complete
and -a bridgehead was established without much opposition,

= -t During the day, however, the guns from FLUSHING and BRESKENS
orened - on- the. bridgehead and the craft plying across the SAVOJAIRDS -
LA, Eneny reinforcements arrived and counter-attacked, but the
hold on the island wes slowly extended. o N
~In view of the tough opposition on the LECURULD Canal, 8 Cdn -
Bde were brought roudd and passéd across the SAVUJALRDS FLan®. 9 -
Cdn' Bde cantured the sriall harbour nf HUOFDFLALT ‘D 11, and BIERVLIET -
D 1l while 8 Cdn Bde" pushed SOUTH and SWto ocpen up a lend route at
the Southern end of SiVOJARDS FLaT in conjunction with 4 Cdn Armd
Divw. This was effected, after smie Fierce fighting, on 14 October.
The two bdes now frught n from one dyke to another, and on 19th, _
Junction wes made with trocps fron the LEGPULD -Canal bridgehead near
ST XRUIS D 00. The enemy was slowly pushed back to the line
BRESKENS = SCHUUWDIJKE D 01 - OUSTBURG ~ SLUIS, BRESKENS being .
finelly cleared on 22 Getober. -~ - L .

-~ b oI is now necessary to réycrt'to_§h§iﬁbgrﬂfiﬁﬁsﬂaéfoss
SUUTH BEVELLND, - v o =5 - TR '

SUGUTH BEVEL.OD

140s o While L4 Cdn srmd Div attacked towards BERGEN OP.ZOOM to . = .
sgourc. the RIGHT flenk, two bdes of '2 Cdn Inf Div werc to attack . -
along. the isthius, secure a crossing over the BEVELAND Canal D 42,

and drive WEST ‘40 seizc the causeway betweén SOUTH BEVELAND end . .. -
woLCHEREN, - The third bde was tp cross the SCHELDD from TERNEUZEN ..; o,
to the vicinity of BiiRL.ND D 31, and join up with the rest of the
Div in the area of CRIVENFULDIR D 2. . ‘ :

,  52:Div had now arrived from the UK and in view of the . ..
stiff fighting which had alréady taken place at’ the isthmus, 156 ..
Bde »f this Div was- given the task of making the SCHELDT crossing.
1yl ot 0430 hrs on 24 October 2 Cdn Inf Div started the ‘
advance into SUUTH BEVELAND.  SOUTH. of the iiain road prhgress was o
fairly good, but along the road and NURTH of it opposition was very -
8t1ff and the advance was further delayed by the wholesale crater- ..
ing -of . the road. . It is difficult to imagine a more unsuitable.
wplece nfiveountry in-which tn fight a battle, Nevertheless, the-
Canadians were eble'to clear the isthius and on 27 October they
reached the: BEVEL:iND:Cenal, ﬁhich‘is'about_BOO feet wide;fapd
proceeded to bridge it.r 0 o o R o

142, leanwhile, 156 Bde of 52 Div had saileq.in.LVTs from ‘
TERNEUZEN at: 0245 ‘hys on“26iuctabef:and:abbUt_2 lirs later, landed ,

«es/on the
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on the selected béaches netr BaiRL4ND. after a jowney of 8 or 9 miles.
There was no opposition on one beach, but. the more Northerly one was
soon shelled and the craft sustained casualties.  Counter-attacks were
driven off and the bridgehead expanded, a second bde being ferried =
acrosg on 28 Qctober.  On 29 Uctober a link up was made with 2 Gdn -
Inf Div who had pushed on from the BEVELAND Canal, and progress was
general on the front of both Divs. - The Canadians took the Northern
route through GUES D 32 and drove for the causeway, while 52 Div moved
up on their LEFT through HEBRENHOEK D 22.  On 30 uctober, the advance
was halted at the EAST end of the causeway by stiff opposition and
mines. - The next day 4 Cdn Bde cleared this and troops of 5 Cdn Bde
then passed through.  They were finally held up about 100 yards from
the far end of fthe causeway by heavy mortar fire and a profusion of
machine guns sited in the WALCHEREN dykes. The causeway is just wide
enough to take the road and the railway; there is no cover. .. .. .

CUBELETTUN UF THE OBERATIUNS SUUTH UF THE SCHELDT

‘43, - To return to 3 Odn Inf Div. After the fall of BRESKENS,

the eneny opposition began to crack. ' With two bdes up, the Div swung
SW towards the canal at RETRANCHEMENT CADZAND and its. heavy. guns were

" captured without opposition, but parties of enemy. fought stubbornly

along: the coast. - A crossing of the canal was' quickly. effected during
the night 3 /52{T Getober, and by the following evening. the reserve bde’
had pushed on to KNOCKE.  During the next three days, mopping up -
operations continued in the canal areas between ZEFRRUGGE, SLUIS and
BRUGES and the operation .closed at 0930 hours 3 Noverber having yeilded

‘12,500 prisonerss . Ground conditions had been extremely difficult;

for four weeks it had beén a hard infantry fight against opposition

which the Canadians described as being as stubborn as anything they had
met since D Day. ’ : L Lo o

THE CAPTURE UF WALCHEREN

ik, Three a.ssaults Wie'r:e_ to _'”bfe--ma&eb nn the :leand- .

(8 Frow SOUTH BAVELAND, ~ The task of 2 Cdn Inf Div was 0 ke
a bridgehead WEST of the causeway. = They were then to be

relieved by the two bdes of 52 Div whose responsibility -~
would be to clear the SE corner of the island and advarce -
. Pirstly on FLUSHING D 12 and secondly; or- alternatively, on
- MIDDELBURG.D 13. R R ce e

(%) " dn, attack on FLUSHING by No. A Comando (L SS Bde) procecding
. rdirect from 3RESZCENS in LOA. - H hour. 0545 ‘hours 1 N‘ovﬁel‘nlb‘_er.

155 Bde (52 Div) was to be held in reserve at BRESKENS.. If
the initiel assault on FLUSHING was successful, thé Bde would
impediately follow through, —If it failed, the Bde was to
move pverland to OSTEND and be landed at WESTKAFELLE D. 03 to

pass through 4SS Bde.

. (6) .4n attack riear WESTKAPELLE by Nos'kl, 47 and 48 Conuaend.os
N - of 4 83 Bde, and No 10 (I4) Cormendo. - The primary task of
" the SS Bde was to securc the dune area from WESTKEFELLE t0
 FLUSHING and destroy 2Il'batteries. therein.  The secondary
task was A similar one in the ares WESTKAPELLE - DUMBURG
D 03.
As it was essential from & Naval point of view to touch
. down as soon after ‘low water as possible H hour was 0945
- hours 1 November. = v ~

145. ' The nain ‘prelininary operation: was: ,‘b'h-._e",;,_’gpﬁxbiﬁig'jbyr theé RiF

- of the WESTKAPELLE and other sea dykes, whereby ‘the 1slanc1w0uldbe

.../flooded.
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°1uoled Thc WESTKnEEELE yLe was 330 feet wide at “its base ‘and 30 ’
- feet hlgh abave low Wﬁber level. If a breach of" 300 yards could be
made. in 1t the enery Do sltlons could oe taken in rear by wateroorne
forces.

ﬁr' Durlng Uctooor the R.F. breached the dykes at four points,
NE. of VEERE: 13, both E4ST and WEST of FLUSHING and at the Southern
end - of the WESTKLFELLE dyke. This last breach .was 380 yerds w1de.

.o 48 a result, oy 1 Nnvember, the greater part of the island -
was beloW'wwter except for FLUSHING and'MIDDELBURG, a narrow belt of
dunes along the Northern, Western end Southern sides, and a larger
area in the SE corner.  4About halfl the batherles were nade untenable.

WaLCHERFEN. L NUVEMBER

146, 4t the causeway; a Cdn bn made 400 - 500 yards progress but
was forced back to the WEST end affter some fierce fighting.

it FLUSHING, 4 Cormendc made a successful landing and reached
the water front without heavy casualtles. They were quickly followed
by the leuilng troops of 155 Bde, and together they pushed on into the
town. . -The chief. 039r31t10n ceme from strong points and pill boxes on
the flanks of their beachheads  The oulld-up oroceeded satisfactorily
Jurlng the Jay, thuugh 11 LCns and TVTs were sunk or damaged by gun fire
and nines. -

147. . Thc force t0 at’cack UESTKaITLLm 1eft OSTEND on 31 Uctuber.
The passage was uneventful. ~ The close support squadron of 25 vessels
was in the lead, and was tired to arrive one mile off shore at H minus
20 minutes, with the leading groups of landing craft close astern.

Piring from the shore was Tirst observed at 0715 hours when
the DUMBURG batteries opened on the FLUSHING assault. At 0820 hours,
the bombardument squadron - HIS WiRSPITE and the monitors RUBERTS end
. EREBUS =~ opened firec. Shortly before 0900 hours, the close support
squadron deployed, and at 0900 hours battle was Jjoined. By this tine,
the .squadron was being engaged by practically all the hostlle batteries
(about 9) from NURTH of ‘VLSTiu;,PEILL to FLUSHING, :

148 The weather in UK severely restrlcted flying operations and
the pre-H hour fighter/bouber and heavy bomber attacks could not take
places The "cabrank" RP Typhoons of Second Tactical iir Force Trom .
the Continent appeared on tinme and pressed home & determined attack

just as the assault troops were about to land. This undoubtedly had a
profound effect on the operatirn at a time when the support oquedron was
sufferlng severe casualtles frow the otlll active batteries.

_ The shooting of tnc Boubardnent Squadron was alsc handicapped
as their spotting olanes could not take off from the UK.  Air observation
posts from the Continent eventually took thelr place.

,149,,“ The leading troops touched down at 0957 hours at the gap in
the- dyke and the remaining landing craft were successfully beached and
unlpaded by 1230 hourse 48 Cormendo on the RIGHT captured a strong
point SOUTH of the gap, and by cvening had made abput 2 miles progress
towards ZOUTELLNDE D O3 climinating battery W 13 on the way after a
stifs fight. '

On the LEFT, 41 Gcmnwndo negotlated the gap in their LVTs,
dismounted and captured WESTKAPELLE village and, &ter being ordered t0
halt for a while to await results further SUUTH, were given permission
at 1500 hours to push on t0 DUMBURG. Having esteblished a fimm base
at WESTKAFELLE they advanced tD DOHBURG oy dark caoturlng two batteries
en route.

_y../47 Corraendo



: l+7 Ooxmando landed about nldday, and after some delay in

'negvc-tlatlng the gap in the face of véry heavy fire, they were
assenbled f‘or the l’ll"h't aoout half a m.le to the SUDTH

150. The 1and1ng, had been successful. I‘t was due in no snall
neasure to the determination of the Close Support Squadron t0 ensurs
that the Commandos ‘should arrive safely on the beach and receive the
cmaxirmm support. .- The Squadron engaged and drew to themselves the
fire. of - the eneny batteries; in some cases at point blank range.
In the first four hours, the Squadron lost 11 of its 25 craft by .
E,unflre, and anothcr 3 on mines.

WuLCHEIREN : 2 38 \TUVEMBIR

151, m the causeway, 52 Div ‘hook pver frsn 2 Cdn Inf Div who were
withdrawn into reserve. Purther progress here was severely limited by
-well-sited 'strongpoints -and to ease the situation another assault was
made across the SLUUE Channel about 2 miles $6 the SUUTH. ~ This took
place .on the night 2/3 November and. was successful, The- first 400
yvards was made in assault boats, after which the troops struggled:
across the salt marsh .for about three-quarters of a mile; well over
their waists in.liquid mud.:: More troops crossed in the same way

the next night, and by the evening of 4 Novewber, in spite of fairly
heavy opposition, a link-up’was made:with the troops at the causeway.
Progress was then made NURTH towards VEERE and SUUTH towsrds FT
RAB\/EKI D 12,

152. o at FLUSHB\IG, 4 Comnando an& 155 Bde S‘beadlly mopped up the
town against concrete strong points and suicide squads who established
themselves in the cranes and gantrdes of the dock area. WJ.th the
‘assistance of seme mountain guns which were assembled in-the upper
flosrs of houses - and mortar barrages from the roofs of bulldlngs the
tovm was cleared by the evenmg of 3 November. : .

153. o Un 2 Novomer, L SS Bde pushed on past ZUUTELANDE and after
. some filerce fighting for the enemy battery W 11, a ,junct:mn was nade
: thn next day w:.th the force at FLUSH_[NG. 3 v

. In. the NUL{T 5 the enemy f‘ought back strongly in the dunes
and wornds NE -of DUMBURG where mines and wire were Vrldespread  With
the assistance of two gun tanks and two AVREs, the sole survivors of
about twenty which had attempted to land at WESTKAPELLE on D Day, the
Comaandos gradually mopped up towerds VROUVENRULDER D 11;.38. S :

154, . Resistance was now almost at an-ends ° Un the afternoon of
6. Novermber, a "left-flanking" attack in LVTs fron FLUSHING across
the inundatiens. ' was made on MIDDELBURG, -and the Germen Commander was
"captured. Wit the aid of the emphibians, the rest of the island
was cleared and on the 8 November the operation ceased “some. 8,000 -
-prisoners havzmé been collec:ted Dn WnLCHEREN.

;z.NTMERP BT

155. ‘On 4 November the first mlnesweepers reached tJ\IT‘vERB Une

of the most intricate swaep:.ng oooratmns of the way now had to be
carried out. 100 minésweepers wers emnloyed ¢clsaring the 70 mile

long channel, which-had to-be swept 16 times. 406 mines werc accounted
for. Un 28 NDVember & oonv*uy of‘ 18 sh:.ps reached JNTWERP safely.

UEE{R.H.TIUNQ TU CLEuR TI—B& LUWER RHINE

156. f‘. ihen the mthdrawel of‘ l 4.\1rborne Div from MNHEM had beon
effected on 26 Sep’cember 30 Corps was ceoncerned with exapnding the
NIJMEGEN bridgehead and Keeping- open the corridor, while 8 Corps on
the RIGHT and 12 Corps on the LEFT came up on the flanks.

ees/30 Corps
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30 Corps grad.ually expanded WEST oetween the NEDER RIJN and.
the Wisl, and SW across the MALS towards HERTUGENBUSGH tD 11nk up w1th
12 Corbs whlch Was dlrected-@n SCH.«.JNDEL ' G e T S

s Furthw W“ST s 1 Cox'ps of First Cdn nrny was muvmg towards
the l:Lne TILBURG —-BERGEN 0P ZOUWM, - e S ot m

157. “ ¢ WEST Df :LRI\TI‘E»L, the posn.tlcn was' gradually 1mor0ve& and- the
enemy, despite repeated counter attacksy.“was pushed across..the NEDER
RIJN 1o Just short of WAGENINGEN E 57 whence the line ran generally
SSW to a point about L miles EAST of HERTUGENBUSCH, - BT S

Meanwhlle, “tHe- boundary between Second British and First Cdn
irmies was temporarily Twved further WEST and 12 Corps was directed.
on the MaisS through the - enercl ares HERTUGENBUSCH. = TILBURG. == -
UUSTERHOUT E Oil.c - T AT

158, “On 22 dc’orber, 12 Corps launched:an-atteck BAST of HERTUGEN-
BUSCH' with RIGHT™ 53 Diviand TEFT 7 4frmd ‘Div, while at midnight 51 Dlv
attacked BAST of SCHIJNDEL, © sd'though conditions were dlffloult
owing to- e*ctor ivd f’loodmﬂ in some aieas; progress was godds v .
’ rERTuG}IIl\TBUSCH was ole'trc'? by 53 Div on:27 Uctobér, and the followmg
day 15 Div ‘on the éxtiene LEFT of+the Corps, secured TILBURG. 51
Div and 7 Armd Div then continued the sweep towards the MALS and
cleared the country as far WEST as OUSTERHUUT and GEERTRUIDENBURG
01+ vthc, 1a.t’cef' rena:m:mo :m enemy- hands for the tlme oe:mg.

159 o m tHe '€ dn Army sef-tor, éarly in Uctober 49 Div an»l Pollsh
u:m& Div of 1 Corps , made progressNURTH of TURNHUUT to within 4 miles
‘Of TILBURG on the RIGHT and to ALBHEN 02 on the LEFT, A pause then
occurred while 4 Cdn 4rmnd Div arrived friom WEST of ANTWERP ., On 20
October, 1 Corps launched an attack to clsar the RIGHT flank of 2 Cdn
“Tnf Div: (a*ttaoklng toweards SUUTH BEVELAND :Lstlm:lus) Progress was

gt éady - throughH the thickly wooded country.’. BREDA was captured by the
- Poles on 29 Uctober, and 4 Cdn drmd Div.secured BERGEN OP ZOUM the same
cay. RUUSWD.‘:J:L and UUDGASTEL D 73 were cleared by 49 Div on 30
Uctober. Meanwhile, 10L& US Inf Div came under 1 Corps, and positicned
between Polishiiirmd Div erid L9 Div, joined in the sweep up to the MAAS.
Un 8 Noverber MUERDIJK Bl whcre the eneny . had blown the bridge, -was .
finally c'earea by the Polish wrrd Div, and the SUUTH of the Maad;
including -theé'island: of "THULEN and the ST FPHILIESLAND  Peninsula D5k
was conpletcly m Dur hands.

B, LOQSJ:JS INFL.LOTED U\T ’T‘HE ENE\IY »

L
Wi

160, - mie. ‘Geind 64 Inf DAV ras- dusﬁrsye SUUTH of the SOHELDT and
70" Ing Divion WillCHEREN."' *The scdttered remants of nine divs were.

Ariven across the MALS anl the Waily yiélding 54,000 prisoners.

F,  C4ASUALTIES SUSTAINED BY US

161, Prom ki Uctober to-10 Noverber
O Killed “Wounded Missing. . Total - ‘..
“111ed Gontlnfcnto 566 1,911 - © 199 2,676
Dritish 2,977 9,89h 3,229 116,100
C(Lnadlm R _ 3,089 6,096 . =298 8,887 -
TUTAL 6,632 _ 17 901 3 130 27 663

e Cwmlatlve ffD}”’l D Day o
' L _EKilled” Hounded . M:Lss:mg TTotal
Lllied Cul’l'tllfl s | 1,003 - 3,356 7 350 - 709k
Sritish  .° . 20,249 767,114 * 16,110 “103,477
Canadizn =~~~ = " " 6,901 20,939 2,239 30,079

e mopar, 28,153 91,409 18,703 138, 265
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- SECTION 6 OPERA'EIONS FOR THE DJ:,STRUCTION OF - TH"E ENEW WEST OF THE

A GENERAL, PLAN OF THE BATTIE

162, The destruction of the enemy WEST of -the RHINE on the front
of 2} Army Group had two phases - .

First Prellmlnaryvopefatlons to clear up to the R MAAS and the
R ROER: and activity along the river line in HOLLAND.

‘ 'SecondffOperatiohs_té'clear the area between the MAAS and the RHINE,

FIRST PHASE.  OCTOBER 194} -~ JANUARY 1945,

z-f65. ' This followed on-from the ARNHEWﬁoneratlon .at the end of

- . September, when, in the NORTH H, a ‘bridgehcad had been established in the

-area GRAVE - NIJNEGEN and, in the SOUTH, Flrst US Army were across .the’
MEUSE ' in the area HAASTRICHT ~ AACHEN. : .

Subscquent operatlonq ‘may bc summarlzed as follows :-

(a) Durlng October 8 Corps, with 7 US Armd Div under comm&mi
o, captured VENRAIJ E72 end reached the MAAS Northwards from
v BOXMEER 7h. They repulsed a counter attack by three enemy
divs in the MEIJEL area 70.

. (b) . In Novenber, 12 Corps handed over their sector on the Lower
© o MAAS to 1 Corps and camc across to come in on the RIGHT of
8 Corps, followed shortly afterwards by 30 Corps who had
been relieved at NIJMEGEN by 2 Cdn Corps. 30 Corps moved
further SOUTH to the area of SITTARD K66, near the 21 Army
Group/Twelfth US Army Group. boundary.

(c) HQ Airborne Corps had returned to- “the UK ori 9 Octobcr but
82 and 101 US Airborne Divs remained under Second Armv in
‘the NIJWTGEN area, taklng part in some very stiff fig htln"
- They were evcntually relieved when 2 Cdn Corps took over.
82 Div were released to Twelfth US Army Group on 12 November;
101 Div on 27 Novermbor, .

(d) While 8 Corps steadily pushud thc cenemy across the DEURNE
T Capal towards VENLO, 12 Corps: attackod on 14 November from
. EAST of WEERT tovardo ROERMOND K79. On 19 November, 30
Corps with 84 US Inf Div under command attacyed towards
" GETLENKIRCHEN X86. :
By carly December, the enemy had boen‘cleanaifrom the whole
WEST bank of the’ 'LAAb as far SOUTH as MAESEYCK K67.  From
" this point our line crossed the river and ran just NORTH of
SITTARD to inclusive GEILENKIRCHEN. '

. (e). . On 13 December, regrouping started for the second phase.
~ This operation was to be carried out initially by 30 Corpu
who were to atteck SE from the NIJMEGEN area. -

12 Corps took over in tho SOUTH and’ hO 30 Corps moved to'T 
BOXTEL E33.. . S Y

16h. {(a) The. Germsn offenuLvo in the: ARDENN“S ; 

L. On 16 DQCfnber Vbn “UYDDTBDT launchcd ‘his &RDENVES offen-

¢ sgive against FlrSu US army,  On 20 December, . the US Pirst

~and Ninth Armics cawe under opcratlonal control of 21 Army
Group. . v _ ‘ : .

30 Corps, consisting of 43, 51 and 53 Inf Divs and Guards
Armd Div, was concentrated in the general area LOUVAIN -
HASSEIL. - Lator, 43 Div was replaced by 6 Airborne Div
and transferred to 12 Corps.

../On the RIGHT
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On the RIGHT of First US Army, 30 Corps opérated on the
Northern and Western flanks of the ARDENNES salient.  When
the Alliéd-counter offensive started on 3 Janary, the Corps
advanced from the line of the ¥oad MARCHE - HOTTOT on LAROCHE
capturing some 700 prisoners., As the salient was gradually
eliminated, 30 Corps was pinched out, end on 14 January,
Corps HQ proceeded to BOXTEL to resume its preparation for
its original operations, : .

On 18 January, First US Army reverted to command Twelfth US
Army Group, having taken 20,000 prisoners in the operation up
to date, . , ot , L

(b)  During the first weck of Decenber, the enemy blew a flood
bank SW of ARNHEM., Lerge areas were flooded and this finally
decided the issue that the main offort of 21 Army Group would
be made Eastwards across.the RHINE rather than Northwards
across the R ILEK, SR ’

165. Meanwhile, on 16 January, 12 Corps with 7 Armd Div, 43 end

b2 Divs, attacksd NORTH from the road GEILENKIRCHEN ~ SITTARD. The object
was to clear the area between the R ROER and the MAAS so'that"it?wquld
serve as a basc from which to develop further operations in conjunctioh
with the attack from NIJMEGEN, :

. The operation was carried out under conditions of hard frosts,
sudden thaws and - thick.fog. In ten days the area SOUTH of the ROER was
cleared except for a small bridgehead SW of ROERVOND; - Altogether this
offensive cost the enemy: some 3000 Prisoners. of War and ‘about the same
number killed and long-term wounded. TR Lo

L 45 Div then moved to Cdn Army sector. ' On' 6 February,
XVL US Corps of. Ninth US Army became opcrational and took over the whole
of 12 Corps arca. S : ST - '

SECOND PHASE, __ FEBRU/RY - MARCH 1945

166, : The plan was as follows :-
(a) Operation VERITABIE

Pirst Cdn Army, feinforcedfby‘BO Corps, was to attack from
the "general line MOOK E75 - NIJMEGEN- to destroy the enemy
betiween the MAAS and the RHINE, and. to, break: through in a

- Boutherly direction between these two rivers,
(b) ' Operation GRENADE

At the outset, Ninth US Army was to hold its front on the
R ROER from JULICH.FO5 NW to ROERVOND, At a date to be
Tixed by Commander-in-Chief 21 Lrmy Group, it .would deve-
lop an offensive scross the ROER in conjunction with the
Cdn Army operation, , o o

(¢) Second Brit Army in the CENTRE. was to hold the WEST bank
of the MAAS from ROERMOND Northwards to CULJK 7k, and be
gripargdtto operate on the RIGHT of Pirst Cdn Army at a

ater date, - ‘ '

When thesehoperations-wereicom“leted, 21 Army ‘Group would
bg poised ready for the next p ase, with.a front formed
along a length of the RHINE, ~ | : R T

B. FORCES EMPLOYED AND TASKS: ALLOTTED.

167.  (a) Initially, First Cdn Army was to attack on a'dne Corps
front with 30 Corps. Subscguentlyy 2 Can. Corps, while
still holding NIJMEGEN and the WAAL bridgehcad, would
take over the LEFT sector and the attack would proceacd

~on a two-carps front, 1 Corps, to the WEST, -would con-
tinue to hold i4s 125 mile front along the MAAS,

(b) 30 Corps was to attack with five inf div$ gp,.as under: -
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From RIGHT to LEFT -~ 51 Div
53 Div
o5 DAV
2 Cdrr Div R
'3 Cdn Div

SMRVE and ﬂOLbOW UP - L3 Div
L Guards Armd Div:'.
g.,;;In addltlon the Corps Aneluded threc.independent armd bdes,
.. cleven ronts of 79 Armd Div grouped:under onc Bde HQ and"
" five AGsRA. The total guns to be employed for the attack
was over 7 OOO

 GA11 the resources of Seoond Tactlcal Adr Force wWers maaey 
avallable to support the operation, in addlulon to heavies
of IX US Bombardment Division and Bomber Command.

168, The respective attacks by the Divs on D Day were as
follows :~

51 Div o To oa§ture the high ground near the 3W corner_';f'¢}£
Jof the REICHSWALD FOREST, :

5% Div To seizc ‘the high ground on the Northern édgebdﬂ~f
the REICHSWALD,

15 Div.  To abtack straight through to KRLJ]ENBURC E85 and -
- _then to the hl"h ground overlooklng CLEVE P85

2 Cdn Div To capturd ”YLBR E/5

3 ¢dn Div Late afternoon D Day to drlvc EAST across the
marshy grouna to th@ CLLVE ~- ALTER RHINE Can%l

D Day was 8 February H hour 1030 . hou 8 except for
3 Cdn Div, -

169 " Bxploitation, When 15 Div. had captured CLEVE, - its task
was o send mobile columns to capture UDEY 9l . and CALCAR AO5 and to S
clear the road CILEVE - EMMERICH E96 as far as the RHINE. o

. ) 43 Div was to pass uhroubh 15 Div on D plus 1 to attack
SOUTH to GOCH E9L. 53 Div was ‘to clear the REICHSWAID. - 571 Div,
using thD good. road SCUTH of the forest, was to- converge on - GOCH Wlth
43 Div., = CGuards Armd Div was to follow 5.3 Div to seize and hold the

~high ground NORTH of SONSBECK AO3 and push forward a strong mobile
colum to capture WESEL bridge if it was still intact, « = -

'C. _ ENEMY DIVISIONS AND STRENGTH IN THE AREA

170. ..~ .The enemy forward positions at the RETICHSWALD ‘werc held by '
8L Inf DlV reinforced by a three-battalion battle. group, a para regt
and some po.lso bat tallons Further. back in.the ares were 180 and .

- 190 Inf Divs, Reinforcements finally engaged were 1, 6, 7 and 8
Para Divs, Pz LEHR and 116 Pz DlVo and 15 P 31v.

. When 1T “Lh Us Army attaoked from the SOUT[ thoy were
opposed by flve other inf divs which were: rownforcoq by one inf &1v
and 11 Pz D1v G Co :

171. In the NORTH, the defences were roughly in three main zones;
the foryerd positions covering the RETCHSWA - the ‘SIEGFRIED Line
about 3 kilometres. furuhcr EAST at its noarest p01nt and the "lay-
back" position rumning in front of the HOCHWALD Forest which continued
down to the R ROER,

«../There were
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There were innumerablé trench-sSystems, switch lines and
loops with anti-tank ditches linking the large wooded areas and the
natural drainage systems. 411 towns and villages were transformed
into strong points, 7 v

Along the line of the R MAAS itself, an extensive trench
system was developed, the.chief concentrations being at suitable
crossing places and’ferry'siteg. - The. towns of VENLO and ROERMOND

“were hoavily defended. =

172, =T an éétimaté'éoﬁpiléd from ordeér ofibéﬁﬁléf$dﬁroes showed.
that against the First Cdn Army the enemy eventually had available
717 8 to 30 em mortars, and 1054 guns of various calibres,

D.__ SUCCESS ACHIEVED &

173. - The attack went in at 1030 hours on 8 February,  Artill-
cry support was excellent, but the weather interfercd considerably with
the bombing programme and close air support. Surprise was gained and
by midnight all objectives ordered for the day had been attained;
opposition was stiffest on the RIGHT, in front of 51 Div where local
reserves were readily available.

On'9jﬁébrﬁafy,bprogross was steady, though somewhat loss
on the RIGHT. 15 Div onthe LEFT pierced the SIEGFRIED defences ot
NUTTERDEN E85. and by nightfall were-in the outskirts of CLEVE. * Late

in the’ ovening L3 Div. started to pass through. . NORTH of the main

road CLEVE - NIJMEGEN, 3 Cdn Div wers carrying out successful
amphibious operations, . S R

17k, - Flooding, howeVer, wes rapidly becoming a sericus handi-

cap to the operation., = The RHINE, MAAS and VAAL had risen above 4he

recognised danger mark and the water was approaching the main road

hear KRANENBURG. - As a rosult of the past experiences of tho, Dutch,: ¢

it was decided to blow certain dvkes NE of NIJMEGEN. This was done

and about two million gallons. an hour poured away through the breaches. -

The Germans, however, countered by blowing the dykes on the ALTER RHINE

some '8 miles to the EAST, and let. in about the same quantity of water.:

L In the SOUTH, the vallcy of the ROER was also flooded, and

it was apparent the American attack would haye to be postponed, -+ .
S On 12 Fobruary, thére were two foet of water across ho main

road for“a length of about 5 riiles ncar KRANENBURC.  Alternative routes -

had to 'be found;  these wero mostly across saturated ground, &and

considerable traffié congestion occurrcd,

175, Enemy opposition incressed af reinforcements arrived. and a
total of nine divs were identificd on the front -in the first five days,
Due, however, to the interdiction Programme, these were committed . =
pilecéméal,” - . L S = »

'~ By 13 Pebruary, the SIECFRIED Line had been breached.and.
the REICHSWAID completely clearcd., The RIGHT flank of 30 Corps was on
the MAAS about 3 miles SOUTH of GENNEP E74 where the construction of a
bridge w:s started, " '0n’ the LEFT, the waterborne' activities of: the -
Cdns had brought thom opposite EMVERICH, R

A During. the next nine days, the front whs extended SOUTH -
and EAST of the RETCHSWAILD. GOCH was ceptured and operations-deve- = ©
loped ageinst CALCAR. =~ =« =~ = R S
176. - On 23 February, Ninth US Army launched their opcration ..
across the ROER, with XIX US Corps on the RIGHT and XIIT US Corps
on the LEDT, The attack was dirccted NE and NORTH towards

.. ./DUSSELDORF
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DUSSELDORF and MUNCHEN GLADBACF ﬁ08 and almed to llnk up Wlth Flrst
Cdn Army,

Twelve hours after the assault crossing, therc were
sixteen bns across the ROER and in ‘spite of difficultics with the
swollen river, by oarly morning 24 February, six class 40 treadway
bridges and sevoral inf bridges had been erected. In threc days
a ‘bridgehead about 16 miles wide and 6 = 8 milos deep had been
established, -and XVI US Corps came in on the LEFT,

177, Meanwhile in the NORTH, regrouping had been going on for .
an operation to be carried out by’ 2 Cdn Corps who had bccore _
responisible for thé LEFT sector from 15 February. = The 1ntentlon",
of this operation’ (BLOCKBUSLER) was to break through the enemy .
defences between UDEM and CALCAR, smash the HOCHWALD Line and

exp101t to XANTEN
30 COTPQ was to swing round on the RIGHT of 2 Cdn Corpsﬁ

178. Some fresh formations had now come into the battle area,
namely 4 Cdn Armd Div and 2 Cdn Armd Bde from WEST of ARNHEM, and 11
Armd Divy 3 Brit and 52 Divs from Sccond Brit Armyts front,

The. reﬁrouplng resulted in 30 Corps hav1n5 one armd Div,
five inf divs and three independent armd bdes, while 2 Cdn Corps had
two armd.divs, thiee inf divs and one 1ndopendept armd bde, A
oorrespondlrg redlstrloutlon of the rents of 19 Armd Div wlso took o

place,

179, Furthér SOUTH, Ninth US Army extended its front along the
WEST bank - of 'the MAAS up to VENLO and the following US. f‘ornatlons came
under comnand Sécond Brit Army, . :

95 US Inf Div from 14 to 22 February,
75 US Inf Dlv from,21 February to 2 Mhrch

180, The opormtlons started at 0430 hours on 26 Pebruary agnlnst
a number of para divs who fought desperatcly., A large number of

tanks werce bogged down in the heavy ground, but-the two armd dive
pushed on through the night 26/27 Februsry and the HOCHWAID was
penetrated on 27 February. That night again the advance continued
and 2 ‘gap was made between the HOCHWALD Forcst and the BALBERGER
Forest near thc ralley llne A 0441 ,

As 'soon as this atcaok'got under way, oppos1t10n on 30
Corps front showed signs of loosening, On the RIGHT, 52 Div. who
now had 1 -Cormando B&e frof Second- Brit Army under cummand pushed
on along. the MAAS fq;.about 8 mllos and reachcd VELL ﬁ82 In the
LEbT pushed alon~ therodd through KEVETLAER £93 %o GLLDERN‘A 02
where uhay 11nked up w1th Nlnth Us Arnj on 3 March, :

181, Lhe advancc of thc Americans had boen rapld On 27
Februarj, ‘the - three-Corps advdnce “had broken thidugh the enehj
main line of defences. ' XIX Corps on the RIGHT, were in MUNCHEN
GLADBACH: on-4-March ‘and-captured NEUSS 28 the’ next day. At

the same time, ROERMOND and VENLO were secured.

.../182.
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182, The operation now entered its last vhases  Although his
Paratroops fought on stubbornly. the enemy bridgehead was )
gradually eliminated, The imericans advenced along the WEST bank

of the RHINE through KRFFEID A10 and ORSOY 422, When the XANTEN
area had been clearéd by 2 Cdn Corps on 91 JIrch, the enemy's Iust o
main centre of resistance had fallen. On 10 March, the Allied -
troops finally completed the mopping up in, the bend SW of WESEL A2,
At 1040 . hours, an mlr ooserthlon post reported both WESEL bridges
_Dlown. ’

183, ' These two opefatlonu by the CGdn and Ninth US Armies had
direct bearings on one another, The delay in mounting the American
assault, due to the excessive flooding, caused First Cdn Army o
bear the brunt longer then was intended; by so dOlﬂé, they
attracted to themselves several enemy formations from further SOUTH.
On the other hand, the rapid success of the Ninth Us Army attack in
turn reduced the r3518u'nco in the NORTH, as the enemy found nlmself
uhreateaed w1th enclrclemeat
The operations achieved their object. 21 Army'GrOUD was

now raaved qIong tho WEST oaak of the RHINE from DUSSEIDORF to ARNHEM.

E, ENEMY DIVISIONS DESIROYED AKD CnSUALTIFS INFLICTED

184. ' Although %11 the eneny divs engawed oontlnued to ex1st in
name at least, seven inf divs were virtually written off, while
' tnree phra dlvs and 15 PG D1v suffered very hoavy casualities.

The Cdn kmqy took 22000 Pr1u0ﬂers of Ver w1th an _ o
estimated 22 OOO killed . ﬁnd SCflously wounded., The Anerlc%ﬂ Army o
took 29 000~ ETlsoners ‘of ‘War with another 16 OOO estimated kllled '
and Iong term wounded,

- Since 26 geptenoer after tne wltharawal Irom.ARNHEM the .
Brltlsh and kmerican Armies in 21 Army Giroup had token 196 600
prisoners and destroyed 530 tanks and SP- funs,

. CASUALTIHS SUSTAINED BY US

) 185 (W) Brit and Cdn casualties fron 8 February to 10 Moxch were .
’ killed 2532, x@unded 11 104, mlsulng 1464 Total 15 100., o

- Ninth US Arrw'oqsu&l ies from 23 Februﬂry to 1O Mexrch were :
»iIklIICd 1540, woun&ed 5839, mlsslnb 299, Totcl 7 A781'”m“_

‘“(g&IJ.

' Cumuiati&é fréﬁ{D Day . | _
Kllled Wounded . Missing  Total

- iifiea Conta;ngontu 15232 WISk 423 5,809 0
 British 26 000 85,073 14,91 126,05h .
jCanad:Lgm - 8580L 26,377 2,287 37,468

Totsl 36,076 15,60k 17,651 169,33
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SECTIUN 7 THE CRUSSING UF THE RHINE AND THE ADVANCE TU THE BALTIC

VA7 THE GENERAL PLAY OF THE BATTLE

186. The intention of 21 Army Group was to establish a brldgeheai
over the RHINE, isclate the RUFR from the rest of GERMANY in congunctlon
with Pirst US ATy and break into the NURTH German Plaln.;,.,

- The Army.Group operation WaS'given two code names:-—

PLUNDER  to denote the RHINE assault by the ground
e troops.
VARSITY to denote the alrborne drop across the RHINE.

187+ ;’ Iﬁigéneréi, the plans of Armies in FLUNDER were as follows:-

(a) Ninth US Army. Assault across the RHINE near RHEINBURG 4 22.
Protect the RIGHT flank of Second Brit Army
and the bridging sites at WESEL A 2k.

Secure a bridgehead from the. Junctlon of |

the BUHR 22 REINE rivers in 4 21 = BOTTROP
42 - DORSTEN L4). Be prepared to advance

to general line 1nclu31ve HAMM B O =
inclusive MUNSTER 4 97. -

...(b) : Second Brit srmy.isseult across the RHINE in the area of
TS I - . XINTEN 4 14 and REES 4 05,  Establish a
bridgehead from exclusive DORSTEN - all
inclusive BURKEN & 36 = 4iLTEN L 27 -
DUETINCHEM 07 = HUOH ELTEN feature E 96, -
Subsequently advance on a three corps front.

(¢} Rirst Cdn srmy. Carry out 1eﬂnts alojg the RHINE on LEFT
flank of Second Brit jrmy. Be prepared
‘subsequently to advance into Eastern
HULLAND and protect LEFT flank of Second
Brit irmy. - I

(&) PFirst allicd = OUperation V.RSITY was t0 be carried out by
- adrborne army XVIII US nlrborne Corps, of two divs. The
e . intention was to seize the high ground and
certain bridges about 5 miles NURTH of
WESEL to speed up the capture of WESEL and
assist the RHEKE cr0551ngs.

D Day 2l March. L oostponement ox up to five days would be
acoepted 1f weather delayed the alrborne Dperatlon,

188, The iir Plen covered long term 1nterdlct10n to isolate the
battle field and pre D Day bombing by heavies of jet airfields and
enemy communicaticns ete., . Un D Day the air forces were toO prov1de
~escort and protection for the airborne operation and close support for
the ground trgops, with bombing of specific. targets. and neutralisation
of troop movements. - S ' '

B, THE FURCES EMFLOYED BY 21 4RiY GRUUE’&ND THEIR »LLUCLTION TO TnSKS

NINTH US LRMY

189. (a) XVI US Corps (Une armd and four, 1nf dlvs)

. To assault.across the RHINE in vicinity of: RHEINBURG,  with
. RIGHT 79:US Inf Div and.LEFT 30-US Inf Div. .Io secure the
;. -army: bridgehead end prevent enemy ground action from inter—
fering with use-of WESEL bridge:1: To establish and malnteln

.../contact with -
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c%;ﬁ‘:%aet:with Sectnd: BRit. srmy ‘on'‘the LEFT: - :.

The artillery supoort for the assault of KVI Corps was prov1ded
by 624 guns from 25 pr upwards. ... : )

: ??e;H'Huur OZOO hours D Day.

(b) XIII US Gorps. (Une armd and o 1nf leS)

To hold firm base ‘on WEST bank of - the RHINE, from the bridgehead
o as Iar SLUTH as WUﬁRING“V F 37

Le) XIX U8 Corps. (Une armd and thrce 4nf leS)

- To be prepared to pass through the RIGHT of Seoond Brit, ifrmy
40 secure the line HilMM - MUNSTER, T0 assume coumand of
17 U hlroorne D1v whun relecsed by Second ATTY .

SECUND bRIT ARMY

190. (a) oroen , (Une armd end three inf divs; one armd bde, one
© - hde 79 “rmd DlV, one. cdo bde),

(1) Capture river. plaln 1nolu31ve WESEL to inclusive HLFFEN
A 14 as follows: = »

" RIGT i 1 Cdo Bde cross RHINE NW of WESEL.. .. To capture
NESEL ‘and: brldges Dver R LIETE and SbITEN Canal 4 23,

 LEFT : - 15 Div cross RHINE on two bde front about XiNTEN
e ' and establlsh bridgehead.

H Hour fc Cdo Bde %esau7t 2200 hours D~ 1; for 15 Div assault -
OZOO hcurs D Day. o v L :

(11) 52 Div to deny line of WEST bank of the RHINE to the enemy
throughtut the Corps front.. Hold one inf bde group
reedy 1o cross river and operate under command 15 Div.

(ddi) “Bxtend bridgehead tn line of R ISSEL, - :
T 15 Div. tp relieve .6 Brit Lirborne Div in area HummINKELN
a2 and the bridges there over the R ISSEL.
53 Div and 7 sxmd Div-to build up across the RHINE,

(iv) 53 Piv m’ch under command L .rmd Bde to oross the R ISSEL
and capture BUOCHULT 4 26.
7 Lrnd Div to cross R ISSHEL once 53. Div was clear, and
capture-BURKEN, Thereafter be prebared to operate.w
towards RHEDE 4 26 and STADTLORN 47.

‘<b) 30 COL“” :* \Une armd dlv and four 1nf leS" Dneearmd,bdeii
' and one bde 79 wrmd Div), . ey

43*(1) B Div o assault nrar RER, A Q5 capture RBES and HALDERN
i 15 and establish bridgehead.

| H:iour 2100 hours D - 1.

(ii) rit Div to hold line of WEST bank of the RHINE along ,
the Gorps front. Lator be prepared to operate vunder.:
8 Corps to dovelop Second .rmy brldgehead o .
" (iii)  Develop bridgehcad on a two:div.and later a three d1v
s “front by abuild up w1th L3 D1v and 3 Gdn Div respectively.
f3~Cdn Div to be prepared under oummand 2 Cdn Corps, to
capture EMERICH at a later stage.

.../(ivj
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(iv) Guerds ArdeDlv to be prepared to pass through the
bridgehead on the axis AALTEN - GROENLO 28 -
HAAKSBhPGFN 39, or on the ax1s BOCHOLT - VRBDEN 38.

(c) XVIIT US ALrborne Oorps (Two alrborne dlvs)

(i) 6 Brit Airborne Div to clear and secure in weneral the
NW portion of the DIERSFORDT VWood A 4746 and HAVWINKELN
and to seize the bridges over the R ISSEL EAST and NE .
of the village.

7 US Alrborne Dwv to clear and Secure, in ﬂeneral the
SE portion of the DIERSFORDT Wood and to selizge tne brldﬂes
over the R ISSEL about .2 miles NNE of WESEL

Both Divs to staru dropplnw at P hour Wthﬂ was 1000 hours
D Day.

. (11i) The airborne divs were to establlsn contact with 12 Corps
and 1 Cdo Bde, and 6 Brit Airborne Div was to be relieved
by‘15 Div, XVIII US Corps would then push on EAST, extend-

. ing SOUTH. of the R.LIPPE, and assume . command of" 1 Gdo Bde.
It aluo had a call on 6 Guards Armd Bde,

(111) 17 Us Alrborne Div to pass to Ninth US Army'when convenient.
(a) 2 Cdn Corps (One armd and two inf divs: one. armd bde).

. (i) To cross RHINE at BEES,. teke '3-0dn Div under command, and
capture EMYERICH and the HOCH ELEEN feature

(41)  To establish a brldﬁenead and Drld“@ the. RHINE at

EMYERICH,
(1ii) To revert to Pirst Cdn Army when EMEERICH brldﬂes were
' »bullt . . ’
(e) 3 Corps

This Corps held 11 Armd Div (Armj reserve) and 6 Guards Armd
Bde which was requiréed ‘for XVIII US Airborne Caps as early as
possible, HQ 8 Corps was *o relieve HQ XVIIT US Airborne
Ccrps (e¢rmarked for a possgible operatlon elsewhere) onD + 7,
taking command 6f both’ airborne - divs, :

The Corps task would be %o paos through the RIGHT of Second .
- Arniy bridgehead, "extend: to the ¢1ne DORSTEN o the NORTH, and .
- e prepafed to - advance NE ' e

(f)L;In Second.Army reserve. Worc.

11 Armd Div, administercd bV 8 Corps
3@ Armd Bde : ,,".i‘ » 12 Corps

NP
e

| @rmj TTOOOo ~ 115 Inf Bde: . 33 Bélgian Fus Bn" 2;’5, 4;l5ﬁ  )
. and 6 Dutch Indcp Coyb S
(2) R
The artillery support for the aséault by Second Army'was ‘
: . provided by 1338 guns from 25 pr upwards o i

(n) Engineers
‘The following engineers weirc éﬁpioyedﬁig théfarmy group.bpéfafiqn:_

RE and Pioneers 37,000
R US,Engineers : 22,000*:- .
NAVAL FORCES o e R

191, Force 'U' of tne Qoyal Navy con51st1ng of 45 LCW(B) and 45 ICVP,
supported Second Army's crossins, These craft wore brought overland on
transporters. -« Parties wers provided for the erection of booms and nets on
the RHINE, and for dealing with saboteurs, midget submarines, explosive
motor boats etc. ' ' .../0n Ninth
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On:Ni_nth.US-x\ﬂmy-'s £ ront s s.imila.r forces from the US Navy
were provided. ' :

 PIRST CDN ARMY

1924 ( a) -2 Odn’“GorEs

(1) On passing from commend Second Brit Army to be prepared
. 'tO ;advance Wl'th--— . -

L Gdn Armd Div on RUURLO A 18 ancl DELDON vV 2907
2 Cdn Div on ZUTPHEN E 99

-3 @dn Div on DEVENTER Z 90
2 Cdn Armd Bde

and protect LEFT flank of Second Amy.
(i) ' If enemy should resist strongly st ARNHEN against 1 ¢dn
- Corps, 2 Cdn Corps would attack across the R ISSEL against
LPELDORN Z 70 probably Wlth 1 Cin DlV. .
(b) i odn Gorp_s (5 Gcln Aml Div, 1 Gdn Div and 49 Dlv)
(1) To assault from the MIJI\EEGH\T brl:'tgehead and capture ARNHEM

(:L:L) To sdvance %6 the ZUIDER ZEE and cut Germsn comnumca’clons
with W ep’cern HOLL[LND :

Cs ENEI\/LY DIVISIONS STRENGTHS AND LAYOUT IN THE AREA

193, The enemy '11VS 0ppos1ng 21 Army Group from EL\/MERIGH down to the
RUHR were:-

Four para divs ). s o
~Three 1nf leS‘g: ) }n the- Line o

. One panzer div . T PR S :

One panzer- grenadier aivy Jincimmediate reserve o

One inf div v S - o

... With another estimated 58,000:men from local depots and training

units etc.“ Further SOUTH opposite Nlnth US: hmy were. four more inf divs.
These forces nearly all came from First Para Army of Army- Group 'H'.
From EIMERICH WEST to the sea, Twenty-Fifth Army, consisting nominally
of 30 and 88 Corps, was located. Do T e T e e

On Ninth US Amy s front it was estlmated the enemy had abou’c
220 guns, and that between WESEL and EMMERICH the crossings would be
opposed by about 400. : In addition, something llke 1,500 HA.A guns were
known to be deployed in and around the RUHR. ;

194, On 21 Army Group f ront the RHINE was kept within its rormal
channel by a complicated system of dykes. “If these werc breached, a
rise in the water tsble would resuylt in‘widespread-flooding-of the low-
lying areas on either side of the river. The normel width of 400 .~.
500 yards might increase to ggnmuch as 3 miles; on an avera:re the

‘ velocl‘cy was about 3.5 knots. : -

195. There were no normal defence lines «along the EAST bank of the

RHINE similar to those found on the WEST bank, except at such places as
WESEL, REES and EMMERICH, which hal perimeter defences. _ S

“ ' ‘e b-' /D . S.UCGZSST'
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. SUCCESS JLCHIEVED

THE} RHINJL CRUSSE\IG u\TD -EJSTJ:BLISI’H\ILEN-T UF THE BRIDGEI'E;D

196’" - The wce‘ihcr hag _Generallj .LaVOU.I'ed the prie=D Day- air A
programmes - In . addition to the fighter. ez¢ort by D Day Borber. CDHMand
had flown 5243 sorties and dropped 24,983 tons whlle VIII and IX USL4Fs:
flew 11,067 sorties and delivered 24,500 tons of bombs. This heavy
prograime cllminated in an attack by 200. Lanoasters on- WESEL at 2290
huuru Just before 1 CJD Bde attacked the town. :

197. e "After an 1ntense artlllery p;eparatlon, the assault waves of
four bns of 51 Div entered the river in’ théir IiVTs ("Buffaloes") ati
2160 hours 23 March, and seven:minutes later a report was received that
the first wave was: acrogsse AL cr0s51ngs Were successful the eneuyy
was thin on the ground in the area of the crossing sites and our counter=-
battery progremme had- cffectlvely meutralised his artlllery. “During

the night general Progress. was. nauo anfq the Dutsklrts of REES Were” ’; 
reached, . b

LAt 2200 hours the Commandos started 4o cross (about 2 JLles_,
WEST of WESEL) and half an hour later were formed up outside WESE. -

Waltlng for the last Bowb.ofthe JLancrsters tp fall before, attac
town..' By O}OO hougs all units. were in the town,, de HQ belng ebuabllshea
in a‘cellar about 50 yards frow the HQ of the WESEL garrison., This

led to some fierce nghtlnd 1n thcu area and to the ¢ caﬁh Df the German
Commander,‘;: oy ‘ . .

P 44"

o Am 0200 hours The four'lea ng bns wf 15 DlV ware waterourne
' and in the Pace of. 11ght )pp051tlon sucocssful cross1ngs werc made and
+initial objectives SClZod QUring the night.” ~4&- enemy. Dpp051tlon
developed it was trongest on. the front of “the LEPFT Bde.. e

198, T In. Nlnth US nrmy SGCUDT 30 US Div on the LEFT aSSaulteO
NORTH of OSSENBURG at.0200 hours, with three regts abreast.” At 0300
hours, 72 US Div on, ‘the RIGHT. crossed with two regts upe  Resisionce
on: the LEFT wasxstrnng, out brlaglng oneratlons NGTG SDDn unler WaY e

199, At 0952 hours the first patachute serlal apriyed over the
target and until-1350L" hours the drop proceeded accufately._ Ower: 1700
‘aircraft and-1300° gliders were enolqyed and scme’ 14,.000° troops were j“
delivered. sbout-56 aircraft: anJ unuer L% of- the gliders ‘werc dostroyed.

Immedlately frllow1ng Lhe gllder landlngs a, resupply mission .
- pf 540 tons was delivered in 240 alrcraft which flew as low as 20n feet
16 of these alrcraft were 1DSto uver 907 of thu supp11es were .

recoveﬂed : ' ) ’ . R

200, ' The alrborne assault was succeosful full obaectlves weae.
taken by nightfall’ except ‘that 513 Para Inf of 17 US.mlroDrne D £
to deliver a night assault, which succeeded’ in capturlng ‘the high ground
in $he’ heavily wooded area NURTH of DIERSFURDT. Flve brldges over
the R ISSEL were seized 1qtaot, and hbMMINKELN was 1n the hands HF

6 Bflt ulrborno Dive - . Ll T

*he “1rb0fne GDFPS tuvk 3 500 prlsoners durlng the day, e

201, The ground troops continuéd- to capture their Dbaectlves
durlng the day, progress being quicker after the alrburne drop.- T
the umerdcan sector DINSLAKEN 4 33 was captured and ind general ths 11ne
cf tho road DINSLAKEN -~ WESEL was reacheds Elenents crossed: the‘;lffh
LIPPE ~-SEITEN Carial near LIPPENDORF 4 2338. Class LO bridges weié
tppen,  WESEL was cleared by the Cdn Bde and . Junctlon made with: 17 UE
Alrborre Div, 15 Div captured HLFFEN and MEHR A 1248 and made: oonuact
with' 6 Brit Lirborne Div. Une Class 9 bridge was working, in addition’
. B0 nunerous ferries, B IR T St

- . ess/Un the ILEFT
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v On the LEFT 51 Div made proaress but oppos:.t:.on &t REES from
Paratroops was wvery stubborn., The bridging and raft ssites'near REES"-
were under heavy an:l aooura’ue mortar- and ar’clllery fire.

202. ° The expansa.on of'“ %he brl:iaeheal anit the bu:.li—up prooeelel

well, though progress was: sloWer in 30 Corps seotor where RWES held out
unt‘ll early ‘on 26 March.. : o .

_ The US XVI Corps cleareﬂ. 'bhe aroa BAST anJ. SE of DINSLJ{EH\T
and by 28 March were. in GLADBACK on the RIGHT, and in GAHLEN A 3L and
DORSTEN A 4k on the LEFT. . 17 US Airborne Div with & Guards Armd Ble
and 1 Cdo Bde pushed on I‘e.pldly NRTH of the LIPPE river and on 28

March elements had oaptured HALTERN A 6l

42 Oorps sdvanced NE anl reached BORKEN 4 36 and. RHEIDE 4 26
w:Lth 7 Armd Div and 53 Div respectively on 28 March, 30 Corps were
stubbornly resisted by Germen Paratroops but by 28 March they had =

“secured the line HALDERN A 15 -~ ISSELBURG A 16 - ANHOLT . On -the LET
where 2’ Cdn’ Corps’ hal taken cormend of ‘the seotor EN&;ERIGH had almost
been cleared by 28 ifarch.

Tfm ADVANCE 10 THE ELBE

203 (a) fhlle Ninth US Army continued to drive (EAST aloﬂg the aubobahn
: “towards HANOVER and the. ELBE, Second Brit Amy Was dlrected to
'bhe ELBE betWeen WITTENBERGE and I-IM/EBLRG e :

(b) XVITI. Us A:Lrborne Corps was directed on NU'NSTER with- 6 Guakids
Armd Bde under command, When MUNSTER was seoureﬂ. “the Guards
Would revert to 8 Gorps an:'t ’Ghe Alrborne Corps to Ninth US Amy.

8 Oorps (11 Amd Dlv, 6 Brit- Alrborne Div an:l 1 Grlo B’le) Was
;.dlreoted on. OSNABRUCK, CELLE Cmd UELZEN.. Sl ;

12 Qorpa (7 hrmd D:Lv, L;. Armd Ble and 15, 52 and 53 D:.vs) Was
B dlrected on RHEINE NIENBURG- and LUNEBURG G B o

. 30°Corps (Guards amd Div, 8 hma. Bd6 end 3, 43 a_nc'L 51 mvs)’fff
 was &1roci:ed on ENSCHEDE, BBEMEN and HAMBURG- o

204, On 5 April, when they reverted to Twelfth US Army Group, | .
elements of Ninth US 4Armiy hed reached thé R WESER SE of MJINDEN Whlle _g;_;.-
othor for'ma’clons had bevun ’co expand SOUTH beyond . H;AMM e o

SR On Second-Brit Army's front the brésk=out can be' said Ho heve
sta_r’ced on 28 March, on the RIGHT of the sector ihere the bridgehead
had : J.evelopei more qulokly. - XVIII US b_lrbOrno Corps, 8 Corps and . .
12 Corps forged ahead rapllly, ith ‘armoured spearheais followed. by
inf who dealt With by-pessed resistance smi’ thickly wooded areas,

The first organised fesistance was met on the line of the DORTMU\]D -
ENS Canal. 8 Corps obtained a bridgehead but 12 Corps found themse}ves
up against Stulenus of various’ Officers' Cadet Schools who 1ought o
"Lesperately around RHEJB\IE md 1ts alr“f‘lelds. Fl'?htlng went on from
31 March to 6 Apr:_l. S 3 ,

XVIII Us Airborne Gorps had mearwhile ceased to e 0per‘atlonal
on 30 M arch, and 17 US Airborne Div and 6 Guards Armf'i Bde passed to -command
XIX US Corps (Ninth US Army).

" Purther ’co the LE‘T 30 Gorps, who had broken ou“c on 30 March,
encountersd. stiff opposition from SS units and Para Regis who held them
up at LINGEN until 6 April, 8 Corps were scross the WESER on 7 APr’.Ll
and. by 14 Apra.l were atbtacking CELLE on the R ALLFR. - It was cleared.
the following day and the advence continued to UELZEN where. oppos:r.tlon
again hardenei and four days! fighting was. necessary  to reduce; the place,
tanks, inf, demolitions and booby treps Were again the main:source of '
trouble. L[H\TEBURG was cleared on 18 April, and by 24 Apm.l the Corps
haJ. oleared the WEST bank of the ELBE 1n its sector.. .. .. 1. /After
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- Af'ber clearing the RHEINE arga, 12 Corps moved on to the .
WESER and ‘made an opposed cr-oss:mg in the HOYA area. - Pushing on
EAST ,~the Corps made for SOLTAU, At RETHEHVI 53 Div had. a fierce
4,‘-"f1crht against 83 troops supportcl by 88 mmn guns on. rallway mountings,
but “they captured the place on 12 April, J.nfllctlnp hesvy losses on the
enemy, - SOLTAU was cleared on 24 April, and turning NQRTH towards
HAI\IBURG ’che Corps reachel 1ts sec‘tor of ‘the ELEE on 26 .A.prll.,, -

‘ « con’clnulncr its adVance from LINGEN, 30 Corps pushed on tm*ards
"BREMEN not W‘;Lthout enooun’qerlnu patohes of . &esperate resistance. from

88 troops. " On'8 April regrouping was effected for the assault on.
BREMEN, The town was aftacked from the SOUTH by 3 Brit Div and from
NCRTH of the WESER by .43 and 52 Divs. Progress was considerably
‘hampered by 1nunda‘slons end bad going, the port being finally captured
on 28 April, 30 Corps- operations then contlnucl NORTH and NW to
clear the- penlnsula to CUXHAVEN. =

: OPERATIONS QB‘ FIRST CDN AR]VY

20‘5 ’ After the capture of EM;ERICH and ’che HOOH I'ILTEN fpature, vv
2 Cdn Corps passed o command First Cdn Army.  The Corps made a rapid
- advance NORTH through ALMELO and %o the outskirts of DOESBURG and

ZUTPHEN. " On 2 April 1-0dn Corps attacked. from the. NIJl\IEGEN bridgehead
and by 5 April had cleared the ares up to the NEDER RIJN. I,Leanwhllc,
1 Brit Corps sector was ‘taken Over by HQ NEI‘HERLANDS District under
‘Army - Group odmmand. S
. 2 Gdn Corps: advanced towards COLDENBURG: securing brﬂ.gehea&s
'_;across the Sy ZUTPHEN and DEVENTER were’ captureél and 1 Cdn Div *hurnecl
' "““‘W’EST_ on 44 Aprtl.l to ausault across the R IJSSEL towards APELDOORN

RA X

Lo ln oonJunctlon w:.th th;ﬁs at‘cack 49 DlV (‘l O:ln Gorps) )
attacked ‘and cleared ARNHEM on 15 April, and 5 Gdn Armd Div drove o
across thc road. APELDOORN - AI\LERSFOORT anl rc,ached ’che ZUIDER ZEE on
18 ‘Lpril, ) ,
2 Cdn Corps!' advance continued on a wide. front from OLDENBURG
to GRONINGEN and LEEUWARDEN. Propress on the RIGHT was -slowed down,”
but in the CENTRE the SOUTH bank of the S estuary -oppogite EMDEN was
".f.‘reachel and by 26 April the Whole of NE HOLL.(;NZD hal been cleareJ. except
for a small strlp of coast on the EMS estua.ry e . L

THE LAST STAGE

206..  ".iSecond Lrmy plan for the aiVanoe ‘co the BALTIO Was as. follows~-
(a) 8 Corg (11 Armd D:v 6 (}uardu Armd Bde q Cdo Bde o

5 and 15 Inf DLVW cand 6 Alrborne Div eqrmarked
. for YVIII US Corps later). To establish bridgehcad
. over R ELBE ncar LAUENBURG and advance NORTH to
captury LUBECK‘%ﬂd'PWGar SCHIBSWI G~HOLSTETN.

(b)\XVIII U3 Corps (7 US Arnﬂ,Dlv 8 US Tnf Div 62 US Airborne

' (E‘rom Twelfth Div.and later 6 Brit Airborne Div). To cros
RS Almy (rrouh,) the ELBE about 8§ miles EAST of 8 (‘orpo advanc_{e,;h
.l . NE and protbct RlCHT i‘lamf of Sccond Army, R

To cross J.,LBL in 6 Corm bI‘ldf“GhGad, m\!lﬂb l\W\T
 protect LEFT flank of 8 Corps by mask;mm HA;/LDURG
opand dater to capturc HAMBURG, . | .

207 On Seconl Army *‘ron’c there were elements of about 15 C—erman
divs plus -8, mscellaneous oolleo’clon oft Unlts drawn f'ron looal depots’
andd DEN:I‘“ARK SREECT D " ([’,;‘s“v‘, S " ool - R B

The R‘ELBD was about 500 yarls wlﬂ.e on an average.
: __000/2080
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P, CASUALTIES SUSTAINED BY US FROM 23 MARCH TO 5 MAY
212, Killed TWounded Missing Total
Allied Contingents 200 508 7 715
British 4339 13052 539 17930
Canadian 1503 L4743 20, 6490
18303 790 25135

Total 6042
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SECTION 8.  FINAT, SUMVARY AND. SOME POINTS OF INTEREST

4. STRENGTH OF THE FORCE ON 5 MAY 1945 (excluding US Forces).
213. (a) -Formations

Armd Divs S

Inf Divs : 1
AirBome Divs
Ipdependen Armd Bdes

\O—L..A._\l

(1) "Persopnel

Allicd Cont ingents 1,803 (officers 32,715 Other ranks

Canadian © 12,166 " 172,496 "
British - 42, 21 6 o " 7599 183 1
CiTotal 1 56,185 " 96l 396 "

(C)_f T5ﬂiémm§éL8 -

Ceuns 6584
214, . Second Tacticdl Air Fores
" Lircraft Fighters cnd fighter
. . bombers 1, 0Ll
“Medium bombers ' 216
! . Recce aircraft etc - 340
Total 1,600 ..

Total sorties flown during the campaign 260,000

B, ENEMY LOSSES

215, (a)" Prisohers tikén before capitulation 417,000,
. Capltulwtcd troops o 1,590,000

(b)::ma«very rough~estimate of bnemy losses in guns is
15,000 - 16 000, but accurate figures of +those
capturbd und destroycd are not yet avallablc

Some AOO tanks and SP guns were dGSuroye

(c)  Total nurber of cnemy lelSldnS destroyed or
written off was ;- ‘

Panzer 1
Para 3
Infantry 18

22

In addition, sbout 32 -divisions in all capitulated on
5 May 1945. : . L. i -

216, Total mumber of different enemy divisions engaged ;-

Panzer and panzer type 13

Para 9
. Infantry and infantry - .
type 60

.../C. TOTAL OF
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C. TOTAL 21 ARMY. GROUP CASUALTIES SINCE D.DAY

217. Nationality - Killed - Wounded  Missing . Tobal

Belgian 73 . 2h% 35 367
Czech 165 136 11 - 612
Dutch 3 433 R 165
Poles 1163 3840 371 557
 British . 30379 98125 15,80 . 14398k
' Genadian - 10507 31420 J 2531 13958
oML . 4em8 133507 18429 1945

D.  ROYAL NAVY AND MERCHANT NAVY IN SUPPORT OF 21 ARMY GROUP
OPERATIONS o g

218, Approximate total strength of RN pey;ggng%:wqg = 125,000
Casualties sustained by RN S = 7,560

219. Casuvalties to craft from D Day to D+ 30

Damagcd Total Loss Total

Warshipé‘ }m ‘ 84 - 26 110

‘Merchan%“vésséls ’ 52 o o
Other craft 591 217 ,73¢ R

220, Enemy vessels déstroyed ;3 ; B

Destroyers -2
R Boats P T S
E Boats - 27 ' ‘ ;' c L

Midget submarines

i
N
Co

221, Sweeping operations -
Ports swept -~ 30 (1nclualnb CHERBOURG, BORDEAUX HAMBURG,
ROTTERDAM and the WhOlC lonﬂtb of the
KIEL Canal)
Ships mined - 182

Minesweeper casualties - 16'sunk 33 damaged.

222, Personnel, stores and equlpment landed on the Continent
(excludlng Us).

.../Personnel
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Personnel - 1,715,967
Stores - 6,915,175 tons
Vehicles of all typés - 338,282
B, THE MULBERRIES *
é25° These were designed to have an eventual capacity of 12,000 tons

of stores and 2,500 vehicles per day.
s C I

The floating pilers and pierheads were of concrete and steel,
some 50,000 tons of steel being uscd in their construction. Concrete
‘calssons, cach some 200 £t long and varying in weight from 2,000 to
6,000 tons were sunk with a number of coasters to provide the deep
water anchorages.

The equipment weighed over one and a half million tons and
was towed across the Channel by 132 British and American tugs,

F, ANTWERP

22k,  Betwecn 12 October 1944 and 30 March 1945, 5,960 V bombs fell
in the ANIWERP area, killing 731 soldiers and 3,515 civilians,

A barrage of Heavy AL guns (192 US and 130 British) with 72
searchlights (British) was deployed for the defence of the port, The
efficacy of these measures so increased that during the last seven
days of the attacks, they were shooting down 97% of the bombs.

Meanwhile 25,000 tons of stores per day were being discharged
vt the port. '

o

G, AVMUNITTION

225,  Total tons expended ~ 722,546,
Artilléry'ammunitioﬁ expehded -
25 pr - 13,082,005 rounds

Other ammunition .
up to 240 mm - 4,498,159 rounds

H. ENGINEER STATISTICS

226,  (=a) Over 1000 bridges werc built of British "Bailey®
equipment, Total length over 30 miles,
The longest were three multi-span fixed bridges
over the RHINE each some 1,80007ards in length
and a floating "Bailey" over the MAAS of 1,440

yards
(b) Stone quarried - 2,000,000 tons
01l pipe line laid - 1,200 miles
(¢)  airficlds constructed or repaired - 125, represenﬁing

an equivalent of 2,020 miles of roadway 20 feet wide.





