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Publisher's Foreword

Th is  i s  N imzowi tsch 's  f i rs t  pub l i shed book ,  appear ing  in  Ber l in  and Len in-
graded i t ions in  1925.  H isch ie f  work , l v ly  Sys tem,  appeared the  same year
and quickly overshadowed this smaller work. Copies of the original edition
have become very scarce and the book had never been translated into English.
I was very fortunate that my good friend, Dr. Joseph Platz, readily agreed to
handle the translation from his native tongue into English. Nimzowitsch is
well known as writ ing with considerable verve and complex idiomatic con-
s t ruc t ions  wh ich  make t rans la t ions  even more  d i f f i cu l t  than ord inar i l y .  Dr .
P la tz  has  hand led  h is  cha i leng ing  task  admi rab ly .

Nimzowitsch makes reference in "Blockade" to three of his contemporary
magazine articles to further elucidate his points. We have included transla'
t ions from these articles to permit today's reader to have ready access to these
suoplemental materials.

Since Nimzowitsch had completed writ ing My System prior to this book
there is naturally significant congruity in concepts. However, I am certain
that today's chess students wil l welcome the opportunity of further study of
the writ ings of the chess master who has been properly named "The Father of
Modern Chess".

With reference to the varied spell ings of the author's name, the use adopted
in  the  or ig ina l  "B lockade"  has  been cont inued in  th is  ed i t ion .



By blockade I refer to the mechanical obstruction of an enerny pawn by a
piece. This mechanical restriction of forward progress is accomplished b,
placing one's own piece on the square immediately jn front of the pawn to be
blockaded. For example, in the diag.am, the Black pawn on d5 is beinq orocK_
aded by a White knight on d4.

A
:

Diagram 1

White: A. N imzowitsch

It is customary - at least among masters _ to blockade an enemv passeo
pawn; but to my knowledge no attempt has been made to justify the necessity
of this measure on a theoretical basis. To find such a justif ication would
mean the solution of the problemt ,,Blockade,,.

One gets a l itt le closer to an understanding of the problem to which I havejust referred when one delves into the essential behavior of the pawn. Un-
doubtedly one of its specific characteristics is its tremendous lust to expand,
the desire to storm forward. The free center clearly demonstrates how thts
tendency of the pawn to gain in importance by advancing works.

For example, let us examine the following game played at odds, which in-
cidentally was previously unpublished.

I
.7-

.

Black :  Amateur
P layed a t  R iga  in  1910

(Remove Whi te 's  Ra 1 ,  and p lace  the  pawn a t  a3)
1 e 2 - e 4 e7-e5
2 Ns1.f3 Nb8_c6
3 Bf1-c4 Bf8-c5
4 c2-c3 Ng8_f6

-  
As  we sha l l  see ,  B lack  is  w i l l i ng  to  g ive  up  h is  e -pawn.  But  then the  Whi tecenter becomes mobil ized. Therefore it would have been more prudent toshout."stop!" to the White pawn-avalanche by playing 4...02_aO. ifrere rof_lowed:

5 d2-d4
6 c3xd4

e5xd4
Bc5-b6

",^1,!," 
. l:"* on b4 is nor possibte due to the pawn on a3. This fact weakens!,quK s.oerense. tt the pawn had been on a2, this check on b4 would giveorack  t ime to  capture  Whi te 's  pawn on e4 .  And tha t  wou ld  be  an  excJ l len t'"irnce to hinder the pawn movement because _ as I used to sayjokinglywnlle in pain - years of experience has proven that a dead parn _ "r*o,



advance any  more .  But  now,  a f te r  the  move 6 . . .Bb6,  the  Whi te  pawn ro l rc r
sets itself into motion.

7 d+d5 NcGeT
In  showing th is  l i t t le  game,  we no t  on ly  e luc ida te  on  the  pawn 's  lus t  to  ex .

pand but we also have the opportunity of seeing what is meant by its possible
advance. Had the knight retreated to b8 or moved to a5, it would have been
thrown back. or else have been displaced. Thus we note:

(a )  the  tendency  to  advance or ig ina tes  par t ia l l y  f rom the  w ish  to  demobr -
l i ze  the  enemy.

(b) the intention of storming forward with the pawns, in order - to get
r id  o f  them.  A lmost  a  su ic id ia l  tendency .  don ' t  you  th ink?  No,  nor  a I
all, because the pawn in its essence is also a blocking unit, it stands in
the way of its own pieces. lt robs the pieces of their routes jnto enemv
territory, and therefore by its advance, its tendency toward self-destruc.
tion is accomplished through strength and self-assertiveness. To summa-
rize (b): it is the wish to gain l ines for the pieces (rooks!) which were
posted in home territory by advancing for a breakthrough. And finally

(c) it is also possible to form a wedge by advancing the pawns.

Now to continue with the game:
8 e4-e5

The pawns'lust to expand. especially the center pawns, is so strong that it
completely surpasses another very important principle, that of development
(for instance, by Nc3). Nc3 would of course be weak because of the answer
d7-d6 and the center is restrained, since the most that could be init iated is a
ljne clearance, mentjoned under (b). 8ut this would be too l itt le since White
is entit led to play for a wedge (c) which might lead to a breakthrough. There
followed:

8 . . . .  N f 6 e 4
Black  p lays  fo r  mater ia l  ga in  wh i le  Whi te  fo l lows an  idea l i s t i c  course ,  he

wants to hinder the development of his opponent by d5-d6, and thus virtually
kil l  the b;shop on c8. In the ensueing struggle between two vital forces of the
world, the latter concept wins out, remarkable enough but, as I used to say
jokingly. yet explanatory because the game had been played - before the
w a r ! "  N o w  l p l a y e d :

I dsd6
10 e5xd6

and the critical position has arisen.

Position after Black's 11th move:

Diagram 2

1t  od1.b3!
12 Bc4xlTt

Nf2xhl
Ke8-f8

13 Bc1-95 Resigns.
The pawn which imprisons the opponent was the main actor in this smatl

drama. But it was nothing else than the wedge resulting from the pawn march
e4e5. d4-d5d6. etc.

To summarize the fundamental motives of the pawn advance in the center:
(a) demobilization of the oooonent

(b )  open ing  o f  l ines

{c) restraint through wedge-formation

Now let us look at a different kind of pawn, an extremely mobile one. the
passed pawn, While it seems diff icult to hamper a free center in the long run,
it is much easier to restrain the march of a passed pawn. In anv case it i i
much easier to set rules for the latter case than for the first one. Whv? Wetl
the free (mobile) center is only a single case of a ,,pawn majority". iheoreti-
cally we may talk about a pawn majority jn the center, there being no reason
why we can only speak of a player having a pawn majoritv on one of the
wrngs, lf, however. our definit ion of the free center is trulv equivalent to a
pawn majority in the center. then there would be - for purpose of instruc-
tlon - the way to "restrain a free center,,, a very complicated process involv-
I n g :

(1) How does a pawn majority work?

{2) How does a passed pawn arise out of such a majority?
{3) How does one defend against a majority?

{4) What is the reason for the greater strength of a center majority?
(5) Speciat measures against a center majority.

^,.B.efore we answer these questions let's put the passed pawn under the mag-"r rylng glass a bit because the passed pawn is the crystall ized product of apawn majority and as such it can be understood more easily than the moreelastic and complicated pawn majority.

c7xd6
Ne4xf2

{See the diagram at the top of the next page)

Nimzowitsch is making an analogy between the war on the chessboard
and World War I between the twa confederations, and noting that the game
was played in 7 910 before World War l, and these notes werc beins written
after the war.
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As I  ment ioned a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  th is  d iscuss ion ,  i t  i s  fa i r l y  we l l  known
that passed pawns have to be stopped although theoretically there has been noreason for it. I have succeeded in finding one, and although I had originarry
planned not to publish this discovery unti l i t appeared in my book My Syste4
I shall now reveal it in the interest of this treatise. There are three reasons:

(1 )  Le t ' s  look  a t  the  fo l low ing  typ icaJ  passed pawn pos i t ion :

is also this optimism which gives us the strength to discover even the faintest

rav of hope in every bad situation, regardless of how bad it may be. In our

66se for instance we can state that an enemy passed pawn is undoubtedly a
qrea tev i l  fo rus .  Buteventh isev i l  con ta ins  a  fa in t  ray  o f  l igh t .  The s i tua t ion

is such that when we blockade this pawn we post the blockading piece at the

back of the pawn - as seen {rom the enemy side * in other words, the block-

sder is safe from frontal attack.

For  examPle :

% 7 2 7 2

7"7<7,
% 'x 7.2

D iagram 3

Black has a passed pawn. This passed pawn is his pride, and therefore it ap-pears natural that the Black pieces protect this pawn (Nf6, Bb7) and support
it (Rdg). Now the question arises: ls it sufficient to hamper the pu*n nV NOg
and Bf2 or is the blockade by the knight on d4 necessary? Answei: Against
the passed pawn's strong lust to expand milder measures such as hamp"ering
by pieces from a djstance are insufficnet because typically,n" pr*n "un r,i l f
advance under such circumstances, in which case tne pawn wiff 'pav foi,n,, ua-tion with its l i fe. thus d4-d5, B or Nxd4, and now the glack pieces in the back.ground suddenly come to l ife: the gb7 gets an open diagonal directed agarnsrthe enemy king, the rook obtains an open fi le, and,i,. t inigl,, grr, " n"* ".*
tral square. We had focused on thjs forceful advance (for t in" Jp"ning;t f in.rt
before {under b), For the pawn,s lust to expand this is an especially iharacter-
istic goal.

Thus we may say, the first reason which forces the blockade by logic is
this: the passed pawn - as I used to say jokingly _ is such , Oung"roi, "r,rni-nal that it is by no means sufficient to have it *.t"n.a OV tn" pofi"" tfrffrs u"OBf2);.no, this man should b€ in jail, therefore comptetety deprived ot' ir, ir".-
dom by  the  b lockad ing  kn igh t  on  d4 .

(2) The second reason, to be explained now, is strategically as well as rn,
structionally of great importance; in chess, that whicfr Oe-ciOes in tfrs f inat
measure is optimism. I mean that it is psychologically important to trairryourself in the attitude of feeling happy abour small advantages. The begrn.
ner enjoys himself only when he calls out mate to his oooon"-nr o, o"rnuu.L le t te r  s t i l lwhen he  can capture  h is  queen (because in  the  eyes  o f  the  beg innerthis is possibly the greater success of the two); the .a.tu|, how"uer is alr"aoypleased and highly satisfied if he succeeds in finding even a shade of an enemypawn weakness in a nook of the left half of the loaiO! The optimis., h"redescribed, forms the indispensable psychological Oasis +or positionat piay. tt
8

D iagram 4

Black's passed pawn is on e4; the White blockader, Ne3, i i  not exposeo ro
a rook attack {e8-e3) and is - so to speak - safe.

It is jmportant to note that the blockading piece, in addition to its obliga-
tion to blockade, usually stands very well. l f this were not the case, it would
be diff icult to refute the objection that it would be wasteful to put a piece on
ice, just to guard a pawn. ln reality the blockade squares are actually excel-
lent posts, f irst - as was shown before - enemy frontal attack is impossiore,
second the blockade square is often at the game time an outpost on a rook
fi le, and third the blockading piece keeps enough elasticity to speed to an,
other part of the battlefield if necessary Diagram '12 demonstrates this elas-
tlcrty and its further development; here we want to be satisfied at demonstrat-
ing the second case, that the blockade square and outposts coincide, In rne
Queen 's  Gambi t  B lack  o f ten  ge ts  an  iso la ted  queen pawn on d5 ,  and a l thouqh
it seems to be somewhat restrained by a White pawn on e3, we could calr tr
half of a passed pawn, its lust to expanci is that great; this is founded partially
in the fact that the pawn on d5 is also a center pawn. d4 is the blockade
square. Now, White also has the d fi le and on it a fortif ied square. Which one
is  i t?  Wel l ,  a lso  d4  because accord ing  to  my de f in ; t ion  a  square  on  a  f i le  can
only be called "fortif ied" when it has pawn protection, here the pawn at e3.
A fortif ied point on a fi le should be occupied by an outpost isee my article on
open fi les in the Wiener Schachzeitung 1913"1. In this fashion d4 becomes
strategically important two ways.

(3 )  One wou ld  th ink  tha t  the  b lockad ing  o f  a  pawn represents  on ly  a  toca t
- l lmited space - measure; one stopped a pawn which wanted to advance, and=-

*  
A  t rans la t ion  is  inc luded in  th is  vo iume in  Append ix  One.

Ea ' .
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so on ly  the  pawn su f fe red ,  no th ing  e lse .  Th is  concept ion  lacks  depth .  In  rea t .
ity a whole complex of enemy pieces is made to suffer, larger parts of the
board  are  removed f rom the  po ten t ia l  fo r  f ree  maneuver ing ,  and somet imes
the entire character of the enemy position is f ixed, in other words the paraly.
sis is transferred from the blockaded pawn into the terrain further back_ |
g ive  as  a  s ing le  example  the  "French"  pos i t ion ,

D iagram 5

The pawns e6 and d5 are thoroughly blockadecj, and note that the entrre
Black position as a consequence has an uncomfortable fixed character, tne
bishop and the rook are prisoners in thejr own campl lf White had a oassed
pawn on h4 ,  he  wou ld  a lmost  have w inn ing  chances  desp i te  h is  subs tanr ia l
mater ia l  de f ic i t !

We now ask our reader to turn his attention to the pawn majority, Diagram
6 presents such a pawn majority. We see three White pawns in conflict wirn

D iagram 6

The f-pawn shall become passed, it is the rightful "candidate". And we give it

this t it le, we give him an academic degree: l\4r. Candidate, {Thus that pawn in

a pawn majority which has no opponent is the "candidate".) And from thrs
we derive the brief rule: the candidate has preference, a rule which is dictated

not only by strategic necessity but also, as you must admit, by the duty of po-

1;1eness, (Thus unforgettable for everybody who calls himself a polite man,
and we all do that.) To express it exactly scientif ically this presents itself l ike
this: the leader of the advance is the candidate, the other pawns only accom-
pany it, thus f2-f4f5, then 92"94-95 and f5-f6. ln case the Black pawns stand
on 96 and hb (see Diagram 7 below) then f4, 93 (not h3 at once because of
...h4 with symptoms of paralysis), h3, 94 and f5. How simple! And yet how
often one sees how weaker players. faced with the positlon in this diagram,

Diagram 7

advance the g-pawn first, but then follows g7-g5 and the pawn majority has no
value, I have often asked myself why the less experienced players start wlth
92-94. This fact can be explained very simply. They are uncertain whether
they should begin left (f4) or right (h4) and in thjs dilemma they decide -
l ike a good cit izen - to choose the golden rule of the compromise,

And now let's look briefly at the extremely complicated defensive struggle
against a majority.

A result of the just developed rule is that the way to counteract the har.
monious development of a passed pawn is to push toward the candidate so as
ro make it somewhat immobile, Once we have succeeded in making the candi"
date backward (by forcing a companion to advance) then the blockade of the
once proud candidate cannot be prevented any longer, and then it wil l not be
long un t i l  i t  f ina l l y  fa l l s .  As  an  example  o f  a  f igh t  aga ins t  a  ma jor i t y  I  p resent
here my game against Tartakower from the Copenhagen Six N4aster Tourna-
ment  1923.

(See Diagram 8 at the top of the next page)

B lack  has  2  aga ins t  1  on  the  queen s ide ;  Whi te  has  a  passed pavvn in  the
center, \a/hich however can be strongly blockaded by Bd6. (One should dif-
rerentiate between strong and weak blockade. A blockader which can be
eas i l y  a t tacked and can on ly  rec ieve  l i t t le  o r  no  suppor t  f rom i ts  comrades
nas l i t f le  e f fed . )

A pawn majority on the king side
A healthy pawn majority, but not an irregular one, must result in a passed

pawn.  "Noth ing  eas ie r  than tha t l " ,  our  f r iend ly  reader  w i l l  say  a t  the  f i rs r
glance at Diagram 6, Very true, but I want to be permitted in this instance ro
fo rmula te  a  ru le  wh ich  a  Scand inav ian  aud ience o f  mine  ca l led , ,un forqe t tab le ; ,
one wh ich  shou ld  s t i ck  in  our  minds  i i ke  a  V iennese wa l tz .  The road to  rn rs
ru le  leads  by  way o f  a  smal l  de f in i t ionr  o f  the  th ree  Whi te  pawns on  the  k ing
srde ,  a t  p resent  none is  "passed, , ,  however  one o f  them is  undoubted ly  less
hampered than the others. I refer to the f-pawn; at least it has no opponent.
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Whi te :
N imzowitsch

Diagram 8
' , t /1Xg

* +
B lack  I
Tartakower

There  fo l lowed f rom the  d lagrammed pos i t ion :
23 Nagc2! a6a5
24 a2-a3

The advance of the candidate is being thwarted.
24 .... Ne7-f5
25 Rd 1 .d31

To continue the pressure against the candidate with Rd3'b3; the ideal
would naturally be to coax the a-pawn to advance (a5'a4) since then the
blockade on b4 would be possible. However here it would be unrealistic to
play for that. The realistic procedure is to "hope" that no passed pawn wil l
be created and at the same time sti l l  be prepared in the event that a passed
pawn does come about. Therefore the White pieces stand ready in an emer-
gency to blockade by Rb3 the passed pawn b4 if i t should arise anyway.

25 .... Rb8-c8
Wi th  the  in ten t  o f  d r iv ing  away the  Nc2 so  as  to  e f fec t i ve ly  p lace  h is  own

knight on d4; but correct was the blockade of the White passed pawn by Nd6.
26 Bflg4! Rc8xc2
27 Bg4xl5 bSb4

The blockade by Bd6 was necessary. There followed:
. 28 a3xb4 a5xb4

29 d$d6,
The passed pawn's lust to expand, which here has created a more fortui-

tous basis, namely the fact that the Rc2 is hanging.

'.,//,./,-
t,/t

T

l:z
t
t-
5

holds back the c-pawn and at the same time prepares an action which uproots
the blockade on d8. With a passed pawn on the b fi le this possibil i ty wouto
not have been available to him. There followedl

h7"h5
The king threatened to march to h6r Kg2-f3-94-h5-h6.

36 h3h4
37 Rcel-c8
3€l2-t4l
39 g3g4
40 h4h5

The uproot ing !  The B lack  b lockaders  {K  and R)  w i l l  now be dec is ive lv  d i -
virted by the passed pawn on h5.

Bd4b6
Ke7-f8
Kf8-s8

43 Rc3c8 Kg8-h8
44 Kg2.s3 Rd8.s8

To make the blockade more effective by Bd8,
45 Rc8-eg

Slipping behind the barrier which Black had hoped to erect by Bd8. Now
mate is threatened by hGh7, and therefore Tartakower resigned.

With a bold leap we'l l turn our attention now to the fight against a major.
ity in the center without bothering with the rest of the "majority" problems
{otherwise this writ ing would extend into infinity). Here too, as with every
other majority, we see ourselves threatened with the possibil i tv of the forma-
tion of a passed pawn. To make things tougher. new threats appear, the be-
ginning of an attack against the castled king {the center as a weapon of aggres-
s ion ! )  in t roduced th rough wedge fo rmat ion  or  open ing  o f  ! ines  and demobi l i .
zation. I believe the following positions of the main actors are characterislc.

D iagram 9

3 5 . . . .

40 . . . .
41 h$h6
42 Rc8xc3

Rd8-s8
Rs8-d8
Be5d4
h5x94

29 ""
Not Bxd6 because of Rxd6, etc.

30 Rd3xc3

Rc2-c3!

b4xc3?
The dec is ive  mis take ;  the  b ishop shou ld  have captured .  B lack  shou ld  have

a passed pawn on the b fi le and not on the c fi le; the further course of the
game wi l l  show why,

31 dedT Ks8'f8
32 Rb1-b4! Bd8-a8

It makes no difference; whatever Black does he is lost. Whi te  no t  on ly  th rea tens  the  usua l fo rmat ion  o f  a  passed pawn i th rougn ao-
vance of the candidate e5-e6) but also the wedge formation f5-f6. This wedge
on f6, after the reply 97.96, would have the disastrous effect for Black thar
Ihe  cas t led  pos i t ron  wou ld  be  cu t  o f f  f rom the  main  armv.  the  communicar ton
on the 7th rank would be interrupted (the Black rooks cLrt off from protection

33 s2-s3 KJ8-e7
34 Rb4-c4 Ra8-d8
35 Ksl-s2

Black  is  los t  because the  Whi te  rook  can k i l l  two b i rds  w; th  one s tone.  l t
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of  the  po in ts  97  and h7) .  To  avo id  th is  wedge fo rmat ion ,  B lack  p lays  f7 - f6 ,
after which White creates a passed pawn on e6 and thereby obtains a powerfLr
pos i t iona l  advantage.  As  I  sa id  a t  the  beg inn ing ,  I  on ly  marked the  pos i t ion  o f
the most important actors. Thus, if there had been more pieces on the board,
the Black pawn on f6 could be used as a target in order to force open the g
f i le  (g2-g4-q5) .  There fore  we eas i l y  conc lude tha t  i t  i s  no t  des i rab le  fo r  B lack
to oermit the two pawns to advance to the sth tank; they should have been
stopped on the 4th rank.

D iagram 10

In  the  pos i t ion  o f  D iagram 10,  wh ich  aga in  on ly  shows the  main  ac tors ,
Black has more or less fixed the candidate on e4. Without hope of ever being
able to force e4-e5, White decides to "sacrif ice" his majority. He moves f4-f5,
and now the respective knights entrench themselves on e5 and e6. With many
pieces on the board the knight on e6 could init iate a strong attack. but posi-
t iona i l y  the  B lack  game is  good,  and the  b lockad ing  kn igh t  on  e5  is  very  pow'
erful (see my explanation in (2) above) since it prevents the approach of the
White attacking forces, for instance preventing the queen from going to 94 or
a rook to f3, etc.

We have seen in every fight against a pawn majority the first step is hamper-
ing ,  F ina l l y  the  idea l  cons is ts  o f  a  b lockade.

The desire to stop a mobile pawn mass is in itself understandable; however,
the fact that it seems occasionally necessary to blockade pawns which are al-
most  immobi le  i s  puzz l ing .  Th is  happens par t i cu la r ly  when one wants  to
make such a  pawn the  ta rge t .  l see  D iagram 1  l ) ,

And now I  w i l l  g ive  four  examples  to  i l l us t ra te  what  I  have sa id  in  th is  mon-
ograph.  A l l four  examples  are  der ived  f rom my la tes t  p rax is ,  the  Nord ic  l \4as-
te r  Tournament  in  August  1924 (Copenhagen) .  A l though i t  was  verv  s t rong -

Johner ,  who on ly  recent ly  won ahead o f  Rub ins te in  and Te ichmann in  Ber l in ,
was there ,  fu r ther  A l lan  N i lesson,  the  gen ia l  theore t ic ian  Dr .  Krause,  the  so l i c l
young masters  K inch ,  K ie r ,  e tc .  -  |  succeeded in  w inn ing  w i th  9% po in ts  ou t
o f  10 !  |  be l ieve  in  a l l  s incere ty  tha t  th is  g rea t  v ic to rv  has  to  be  c red i ted  to  mV
deeper  unders tand ing  o f  the  essence o f  the  b lockade l  Inev i tab ly  i t  happened
tha t  in  the  d i f f i cu l t  b lockade prob lems encountered  I  too  occas iona l l y  fa i le . i ,
bu t  tha t  happened very  ra re ly ,  ac tua l l y  on ly  in  the  fo l low ing  endgame.

In  the  second round the  exce l len t  master  G iers i f lg  (one on ly  has  to  th ink  o i
1 4

the bril l iancy Giersing - Kmoch published in Kagan's Neueste Schachnach-
ichten!) and I reached the following position:

g r
t ,

t  t t .
t *u 

...
7/., % 7,t

B lack :
G ie rs i ng

Diagram 
'11

Wh ite i
Nimzowitsch

White to move and win

White does not have complete material compensation for the missing piece,
but his positional superiority is so great that one is definitely inclined to pru-
fer White. Besides the protected passed pawn on e5 and the strong position of
the White king in the center, the positional advantage lies primarily in the sad
position of the Black rook. This rook is chained to a pawn and therefore sen-
tenced to complete passivity. I applied a procedure involving combinations
which does not represent the strongest continuation. To judge the text con-
tinuation from the point of view of our book we wil l analyze it very briefly
before we show the positional way to victory.

The game cont inued:
58 f4f5 s6xfst
59 Ke4xf5 Rh8-f8t
60 Kfs.e4 Rf8.f7

The B lack  rook  has  come back  to  " l i fe " .  Bu t  i t  i s  jus t  th is  new rook  pos i -
tron which makes possible the combination whjch now begins.

61 b+b6'
Again the proof of the pawn's lust to expand!

Ba7"b8
l f  he  accepts  the  pawn 61. . .8xb6 then 62  e6 t  Kxe6 63  Rh61.

62 Ke4d5
63 e5-e61!

Compare the note to White's 61st move,
63  . . . .
64 Rh2-t2

o t  . . - .

65 Rr2.I7
66 Kd5"c6
67 b6b7t

Rf7-e7

Kd7- c8
Re7-e8?

Re8-dgt
Rd8-e8
Kc8'd8

This attempt to separate king and pawn from each other ends fataily, jusr
as in a movie because there too the attempt to separate the two lovers is narsh-
ly  pun ished.  Th is  i s  na tura l l y  a  necess i ty  as  o therw ise  the  aud ience wou lo  asx
Tor  the i r  money back .
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And w ins  eas i l y .

The next example shows how much the blockader is able to keep its elastic-
ity.

The en t ry .  (Or ig ina l l y  Whi re  had p lanned hSh6.  Had B lack  p laved 39 . . .
h7-h6, there would have followed Kh4 with g2"g4-g5.)

68 Rf7-d7 mate.
Ins tead o f  64 . . .Re8?,  tough res is tance wou ld  have been poss ib le  w i th  64 . . .

Kd8;  however  Whi te  wou ld  have had a  c lear  w in  (see D iagram 1  1)  i f  he  had
blockaded with 58 Rh2-h6. There could have followedl

Kdl-e7
g6xf51

60 Kert-f4!!
And B lack  is  he lp less  aga ins t  the  th rea t  g6 t ,  fo r  example :

Ke7 -t7
Kt7-97
Rh8xh7
K97xh7
Kh7-s7
Ba7-b8!
Ks7"{8
Bb8xe5

33 Ra2-a5
34 Kt2-s3

35 Ra1- f l
36 Rf1-f5

F i rs t  Whi te  b rought  the  rook  to  f5  and h is  k ing  in to  an  a t tack ing  pos i to in .
As far as the other rook is concerned, it is very happy on a5 because it has
kept its elasticity and may very well march over to the f f i le at the right mo-
ment .  But  i t  won ' t  even come to  tha t .  The Ra5 and the  B lack  a- rook  ho ld
each other in balance; therefore the White f-rook only has to deaj with one
counterpart (with one rook) and here it proves itself to be the stronger one,
partially because it already occupies the f f i le and partially because it is sup-
ported by the king, But what I want to especially point out is the readiness
of the White a"rook to leave its blockading position and go onto the f f i le as
soon as it is necessary. The fight for the f f i le revolves around the conquest of
a point of entry on f6, f7 or fg for the rooK.

There followed:

5 8 . . . .
59 f4-f5

6 0 . . . .
61 s5-s6t
62 Rh6xhTt
63 g6xh7
U Kt4xls
65 Kf5-e6
66 b5.b6
67 KeGdT
68 bebT

3 6 . . . .
37 h2-h4
38 h4h5
39 Rf5"f8

3 9 . . . .
40 h$h6
41 Rt8.b8
42 Rb8xb5
43 Ra5a4
44 Rb5-a5
45 Ks3s4
46 Ra4-a2

Kb7-c6

Ns&fG
N b8-co

Ra1-e7
Ra8-a7
Re7-eo

s7-s6
sosS
KcdcT
R e6xh6
Rhef6
Kc7-c8
h7.h6
Ra7-t7

B lack  I
A l lan  N i lsson

D iagram 12

Whi te :
N imzowitsch

White has the better position as a5 and d5 are vulnerable pawn weaknesses;
the first one paralyzes the mobil ity of the Black rooks, the latter the mobil ity
o f  the  B lack  k ing  ( the  Whi te  rook  pos i t ion  f5  fo rces  the  de fens ive  pos i t ion
Kc6, not Ke6 which would be wrecked by Re5t). Thus we must make use of
the correspondingly greater mobil ity of our own forces. lt is clear to every
endgame p layer  tha t  the  Whi te  k ing  w i l l  f ind  reward ing  ac t iv i t y  on  the  k jng
wing, but what happens with the White rooks? Should they occupy the f f i le?
Wel l ,  then  the  backward  a-pawn w i l ladvance,  and in  th is  way B lack  w i l l  r id
himself of his weak pawn and wil leven get a passed pawn. lf however one
wants to use one rook to blockade on a5, then the other rook could hardly
w in  any  laure ls  on  the  f  f i l e  cou ld  i t?

However  there  f  o l lowed:

47 Ra5xa6 and won in b4 moves.
In the following very instructive example the failure to establish a blockade

is punished by free play of the pieces.

wh i te :  K inch  B lack :  N imzowr tscn
Played in the Nordic lVaster Tournament 1924

1
2
?

d2-d4 t7-t5
e2-e4 I4xe4
N b1-c3
Bc1-95

^  
And  now  K inch  o layed  an  i n te res t i ng  new  move j  he  t ook  t he  kn igh t

og5xf6 e7xf6 and made a regLl lar gdmbit out of the game,
5 Bg5xf6
6 Bfl-c4
7  Ns1-e2

Pre ferab le  i s  Nh3.

e7xf6
f&f5

Kd7-c6
KcGbT

7 . . . .  Ncdas!
8 Bc4-b3 Nasxb3
9 a2xb3 Od8-s5
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9...d5 would be refuted bY Nt4.

B lack  I
N imzow i t sch

D iagram 13

Whi te l
S .  K inch

Kinch to  move

In the diagrammed position White culd play to blockade the Black pawn

majority on the king's wing, perhaps through 10 93 together with establishing
a  k n i g h t  o n  f 4 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  1 0 9 3 B e 7  1 1 N f 4 G 0  1 2 A d 2 d O  1 3 G 0 - 0 a n d
h2-h4; then where would Black's winning chances be in spite o{ the extra
pawn? Perhaps in an attempt to break the blockade by 97-95? (After 10 93
Be7 1'1 Nf4Oh6 12 Ad2 s'. l Hardly, because it would loosen up Elack's po-

sit ion too much. Therefore the blockade which we have suggested was the
r igh t  way  to  equa l ize .

The flanking maneuver which takes place in the game is l ikewise good and
fine.

10 0-0 Bf8-e7
11 t2]131 0-0!
12 f3xe4 f5xe4
13 Rflxfgt k7xl8
14 Nc3xe4

Winn ing  back  the  gambi t  pawn but  leav ing  the  opponent  w i th  the  b ishop
pair and the freer game.

There followed:
Og5-e3t
d7.d6!

16 Ne2-93 Bc8-d7
17 Ks1' f1

Probably better was Od3 although then too the bishops assert themselves.
Ra8-e8!

23 b3xc4 Ba6xc4
24 Nd3-c1 Bf&b4!

Not only stronger than Ba6 but also in conformity with the requirements

o f  the  pos i t ion  wh ich  "ca l l s  fo r  mob i l i t y . "
25 Ra7xb7 Re&f8t

Here  B lack  s tumbles ,  though he  w ins  a  p iece ,  he  w i l l  be  pu t  in  cha ins  by

force, which makes it a sin against the spirit of the blockade, (As was pointed

out, White logically should perish through Black's free play with the pieces

which  Whi te  permi t ted  th rough h is  fa i lu re  to  b lockade. )  In  the  sp i r i t  o f  th is

unrestricted play with the pieces Black should play (instead of 25... RfSt) 25

...9b4-d2l 26 Kf2 (The only move, as Rfgt threatened mate.) 26... RfSt with

a decisive king hunt, 27 Kg3 Bel l 38 Kh3 BeOt 29 94 h5 30 Rb5 (30 RxcT?

hxqt 31 Ks2 Bdst 32 Ksl Bf2t 33 Kfl Bq3t) 30..,Bxs4i 3'l K92 Bxe2

32 Nxe2 Rf2t 33 Kgl Rxe2, etc.

We return to Diagram l4 after White's 25th move,

D iagram l4

1 4 . . . .
15 Ne4-t2

Not  d7-d5  wh ich  wou ld  weaken e5 .

1 7 . . . .

As stated before, Black played:
25 . . . .
26 Kfl-sl

And now, just a little late:
2 6 . . . .

There fo l lowed:
27 h2-h3
28 Ne2xcl
29 Ks1-h2
30 R b lxcT

Black hardly has a forced win,
30 . . . .
31 Kh2's3
32 Rc1xc2
33 Ks3-f4
34 Kf'l-es
35 d4-d5?

Re8-f8t

Bb+d2

Bd2xcl
RfS"flt
R f Ixc l

Rc1-c2
Bc4d3
Bd3xc2
Ks8-f7
Bc2-b3

Because ear l ie r  Whi te  fa i led  to  b lockade the  opponent  he  is  be ing  jus t l y
pun ished in  so  ta r  as  the  opponent 's  p ieces  have grea t  mob i l i t y ,

18  Ra1xa7 Bd7-bs t
19 c2-c4 Bd$a6
20 Ng3-e2 dGds
21 Dd1-d3 Qe3xd3
22 N{2xd3 d4xc4

1 8

The methodical further advance Kd6 wouid probably have led to a draw.
After the text move White wil l  be starved to death.
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The logical connections of the blockading events manifest themselves extra-
ord lnar i l y  impress ive ly  in  th is  game.  (To  g ive  i t  a  name,  "Cr ime and Pun ish-
ment " . )

Before we get to the next example we wil l f irst give an explanation which
should clarify the meaning of the qualitative majority. A majority, such as
three pawns against two, must, of course, be impeded; in this sense too we
must call a majority of those positions in which the pawn majority on one
wing is of a subjective nature,

ln  my game aga ins t  Berns te in  a t  Kar lsbad 1923 { l  had the  Whi te  p ieces) ,
after the moves:

ly go over to the attack with f5, 95, f4 which is much less forceful than an at-
tack with a real majority. There then threatens a wedge formation (through

t+f3l and opening of l ines {by f4xf3) with possible conquest of the "laterally"

(not frontally) denuded Pe3, However to recognize a majority as such means
to undertake something against it. There therefore followed:

12 Nf3.h4! Nd7-b8
To prevent Nf5.

13 q2-s3! Nfde8
14 Nh3s2! f7.f5
15 h2.h4

And Black's king side, which is seemingly ready to march, is paralyzed. Af-
ter a few more moves the impediment had been consolidated into a blockade
{bv N f4} I

Similar, although more diff icult, was the case in the game Nimzowitsch -
Olson from the Nordic Master Tournament. After 1 f4 c5 2 e4 Nc6 3 d3 q6
a position was reached, which, including e7-e6 and d7-d5, was called by
Schmidt "the battle of the king's wing versus the queen's wing". White has
in d3, e4, 14 a k ind of side-center, the opponent has a corresponding position
on the left wing. There now came my entirely rrnprecedented attempt to im-
mediately hamper the mobile enemy queen wing (thrcugh 4 c2.c4) because I
recognize this wing as a majority (of the subjective typc). For a detailed ex-
planation of this surprising move I may be permitted to refer to the January
issue ol Kagan's Neueste Schachnachrichten."

The following example. which by the way actually happened, shows how
diff icult problemsof restriction can be. In his new booklet, lndisch,Dr.far-
takower presents a game which was played between us in the Copenhagen
l,i lasters Tournament in '1923. (Whiter Tartakower, Black: Nimzowitsch)
I d4 Nf6 2 Nc3 d5 3 Bg5 Nc6, and he makes the following remarkr "Typica!
ly Nimzowitsch! Seemingly anti-positional because in the Oueen's Pawn open-
Ing the important c-pawn is blocked, but this strategy in the spirit of l ively
play with the pieces cannot be simply brushed aside."

To this I would l ike to say the followingr Nc6 was not at all played per-
taining to "play with the pieces". The move was solely to counteract the
advance e2 .e4  wh ich  wou ld  open l ines  and thus  f ree  Whi te 's  qame.  Had I

36 s2-94
37 h lh4
38 g4g5
39 h4-h5
40 h5h6
41 g5xh6
42 Resigns.

1 N s 1 - f 3
2 d2.d4
3 c2-c4
4 Nb1-c3
5 e2-e3
6 a2-a3
7 c+c5
I b2-b4
9 Bc1-b2

10 Od1-c2
11 G0.0

KIl-e7
Ke7-d7
Kd7-e7
Ke7 -d7
Kd7 -e7
g7xh6
Ke7-d7

Ns8-f6
d7.d5
e7-e6
Bf8-e7
o0
a7-a6
c7 -c6
Nb8-d7
Od&c7
eGe5
e$e4

Diagram '15

A pos i t ion  has  been reached in  wh ich  Whi te  has  a  sub jec t ive  maior i t y  on
the queen side, BJack on the king side. Why? Because the pawn on e4 is"more"  than the  pawn on e3  and on  the  o ther  hand the  pawn on cS is , ,more
than the  pawn on c6 ,  l f  one  were  to  g ive  B lack  a  f ree  hand,  he  wou ld  q raouar -
20

'A 
translation of that note follows:

4 c2.c4

^-As this move is not inspircd by the hope of preventing d7-cl, or only of'"dKtng it difficult, it needs a special explanation. Black wants to force theoutld up e7.e5 d7-d5. After such work is done he will have thoughts of im-proving his attack-formation on the qLteen's wing by an eventual Nd4 in order':,use pressure lin the c filel on the pawn on c2 after Nxd4 c,xd4 have beenp6yed. 
The te^t move prevents this possible extension of the play on the'lueen's wing. The hole on d4 seems to be nonessential.
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played 4...e7-e6 at once, e2-e4 could be the response. Thus, the strategy of
obstruction I

How interesting that this motive could have escaped Tartakower who plav\
with so much routine and battle experience. Or could it be just the fault ot
the "routine" that he missed the "finer" points in this instance?

After the next moves, 4 e3 e6 5 Nf3 Be7 6 Bd3 h6! 7 Bh4 b6! the trencl
which was directed against e2-e4 was further strengthened. 8 O0 Bb7, and
now I threaten the combinational move Ne4 with interesting pell-mell combi-
na t ions .

We have now arrived at the end of our explanations. We looked at the
problem of obstruction from different sides and we became convinced how
much strategy is represented by a fight between mobil ity on one side and the
tendency to obstruct on the other,

The ph j losophy here  deve loped is  en t i re ly  nove l  and i t  i s  the  resu l t  o f  man!
years of research, this applies especially to the justif ication of the duty to
b lockade.  F ina l l y  I  w ish  to  g ive  th is  gu id ing  pr inc ip le  to  the  a le r t  chessp layer i
Stop every pawn wh ich wants to advance under the sl;ghtest pretext, every
passed pawn, every part of the center, every quantitative or qualitative major-
ity, stop them! First try it good naturedly. with mild measures (as 3...Nc6 for
instance in my Copenhagen game against Tartakower). after that let your
rightous chess-fury swell to a mighty crescendo! The climax, the ideal of
every action to obstruct is and remains - - - - - -

the Blockade!

Dresden ' i924

A. N imzowitsch

SuPPlement

Following the wish of my esteemed publisher Mr- B. Kagan, who is so well

known in the entire chess world, l ' l l  add some games relating to the blockade

and also some new examples of my procedures.

I begin with an older game, played in the master tournament at Ostende

1907,;hich I consider to be one of the most pronounced examples of the

successfully accomplished impediment of a qualitative majority'
No. . l

Whi te :  van  V l ie t B lack :  N imzowi tsch

1 d2-d4 d7'd5
2 Ngl't3 c7'c5
3 e2'e3 e7'e6
4 b2'bg Ng&J6
5 Bf1'd3 Nb8-c6
6 a2'a3 B{8-d6
7 Bc1'h2

The White development is directed agalnst an intended freeing advance

e6e5. Thus obstruction. No wonder that this later crystall izes into a block-

ade. (A White knight later posted on e5) Because in the spirit of our essay

light obstruction is only an introductory step, but the climax is the blockade'
7 . . . .  G 0
8 0-0
9 Nfle5!

10  Nb l -d2
11 12-14

b7.b6
Bc8- b7
a7 -a6l
b&b5!

Black establishes counterplav on the queen's wing by recognizing his pawns

there as a qualitative majority.
12 d4xc5!

An excellent move which had only the one iault that van Vliet didn't un'
derstand it. But the annotator of the Ostend tournament book also suffered
a slmilar fate. Teichmann gave the text move a ? Apparently Teichmann con'
siders the incriminating move as a surrender of the center. But that is not the
case, only White should have continued correctly.

12  . .  Bd6xc5
13 0d1-f3 NfGdT

A better and more consistent move is not apparent to me. Black wants to
get rid of the blockader Ne5 in order to mobil ize his own center pawns

14 Ne5xc6 Bb7xc6

(See D iagram i6  a t  the  too  o f  the  nex t  page)

15 Of3g3
This and the next move are mistakes.

Whi te  shou ld  hamoer  the  B lack  center ,  wh ich  cou ld  be  accompl ished
through 15  b3-b4!  Bb6 16  Nd2-b3 and Bd4 or  Nd4 The b lockade pos i t ion

2322
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Diagram 16 Af te r  14 , . .Bxc6

with a piece on d4, thus achieved, would not be easily shaken off by f7-f6 ancl
e6-e5 because after f7"f6, Ohs, or Oh3 would become unpleasant. On the
other hand the Black b-pawn, which was fixed by b3-b4, could become a tar-
get for an attack. For instance 15 b3-b4 Bc5-b6 16 Nd2-b3 Od8-e7 't7

Nb3-d4 BcGbT 18 a3-a4 (an  now 18. . .8xd4 19  Bxd4 Oxb4 is  no t  poss ib le
because o f  the  doub le  b ishop sacr i f i ce  on  h7  and 97 ,  thus :  20  BxhTt  KxhT
21 Oh5t Kg8 22 BxgT KxgT 23 Og51 Kh8 24 Rt3l ot l7...Bb6xd4 instead
of BcGbT 18 e3xd4. ln the position thus reached the pawn on c2 is back-
ward and not worth much, the same applies to Bb2 but these weaknesses
could only be uncovered by the maneuver of the knight d7 over b6 to a4 or
c4 ,  and B lack  -  due to  h is  own unsafe  k ing 's  pos i t ion  (Whi te 's  e  f i le  and mo-
b i l i t y  on  the  k ing 's  w ing i  wou ld  hard ly  have t ime fo r  tha t .  There  remains  the
posting of the knight on e4 which however after Bd3xe4 would lead to orroo-
site colored bishops.

Therefore White could have equalized by d4xc5 in connection with the ar-
tempt to impede the enemy center. After his 16th move White is at a disad,
vantage, although one has to admit that Black's play has to be extremely risky
In order to expose the disadvantage,

Nd7.f6

With sti l l  better access than on the previous move White could have qone
through w i th  the  above ment ioned obs t ruc t jon ,  Thus  i6  b3-b4  Bcb-b6 17
Nd2-b3 and B lack must be careful in order to equalize.

16  . . . .  a6a5!
Now pawn a3 is a weakness, and White does not reach the above mention-

ed obstruction.
17 Os3h3 h7-h 6

The B lack  pos i t ion  can to le ra te  th is  weaken ing l
1g g2-s4 d5-d4

A deeply conceived move. which already shows the intention of blockad-
ing  the  Whi te  advanc ing  mass  and the  f l igh t  o f  the  B lack  k ing .  Accord ing  to
my teachings any other move is out of the question because the obstructton
of the White pawn mass is the most urgent order of the hour. The fact tnar
Te ichmann ca l l s  d5-d4  a  move o f  "dub ious  va lue , ,  shows hor ,v  w ide lv  d iver -
24

NfFhT
The plav which now follows, i.e. to Jorce a delay of 94-95 (after h2-h4)

until the king has fled is an admirable example of the fight against a qualita

tive pawn majority.
22 Nd2-t3
23 Oh3-93
24 h2.h4
25 Re1-a1

This weakness on a3 forces White to make a defensive move.
Ae7-b7
Ks8-f7
Re8-h8
Nh7-f8
h 6x95
Nf8.d7

Now Black's plan of defense in all i ts depth becomes evident: after g5xf6
the answer can always be g7xf6. f6 is well defended and the king finds satety
on d6.

31 g5xf6
White begins the battle before the king has reached safety.

31 .... g7xf6
32 N{3-h4

Not a bad idea. White wants to establish a strong outpost on the g fi le.

D iagram 17

White has a qualitative majorjty on the king's wing Threat: 94-95 after a

oueen move and h2-h4.

*61are  op in ions  in  chess l l
' -  19  e le4

ln order to answer 94-95 with e6-e5l
20  Rd1-e l
21 l4-ts

21 . . . .

25 . . . .
26 Rt-e1
27 Re1-e2
2A Ks1-92
29 s+ss
30 h4xg5

od8-d7

e&e5!

Od7-e7
R{&e8
t7.t6

I I  . . . -

1 6  R a l - d 1 ?

32 . . . .
33 Nh+s6
34 Ks2-t2

Rag-98
Rh8-h5
Nd7,f8

Now a terrif ic battle wil l rage for the outpost 96. On the whole the out'
post appears to be {airly strong. lf despite that strength it cannot be held,
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the  reason I ies  in  the  weakness  o f  the  Whi te  pos i t ion ,  namely  in  the  fac t  tn , ,
the  pawn on e4  is  no t  on ly  th rea tened by  Bc6 and Ob7,  bu t  a lso  by  thc  S" i '
wh ich  is  burn ing  to  g ive  a  d iscovered check .

35  Ra 1-g l
36 Og3h4
37 Kt2xs1
38 0h4.h5
39 f5xg6

Apparent ly  Whi te  ho lds  96 .  .  .
'lo

4O Re2-92
41 Ah5-e2

r ha  l o l l ow ing  game  mu tL  a l5o  bc  cons rde rYd  ds  a  1 ' gh t  aga in \1  d  qud l i t i i t i v {

"  
, , . ,  l t  w rs  p l aved  a t  Ka r l s t l ao  1923  and  c rowncd  w ' l h  t he  2nd  b '  11 ;ancv

fial9ttt't" 
-

R h5-s5
Rg5xg1
Nf8x96
Kt7-t8

ab7-s7
Rs8-h8

/ ize'

Wh i t e :  
N  imzow i t sch

N o . 2

1 N g 1 - f 3
2 d2-d4
3 c2'c4
4 N b1-c3
5 e2-e3
6 a2-a3

Black :  Berns te in  {Amer lca)

Nq8-i6
d7-d5

Bf8-e7
0-0
a7-a6

e5-e4

41 . . . .  Rh8_h4!
Star ts  a  d ivers ion  aga ins t  Pe4,  and th is  i s  dec is ive ,  namely  fo r  the  fa te  o t

Pg6 and there fore  a lso  fo r  the  resu l t  o f  the  game.
42 Bb2-c1

At last the bishop, which was cut off for 24 moves, dares to come out intc
the  day l igh t ,  bu t  he  ar r i ves  jus t  in  t ime to  w i tness  the  co l lapse o f  h is  fo rces .
Attet 42 Rg4, which Teichmann recommended here, would have followecl
Rxg4 43  Oxg4 Bc6,d7 !  and Bd7-eB and B lack  must  w in .

I C4'Ct

Fo rms  a  pawn  cha in  wh i ch  w i l l  be  comp le te  once  t he  B lack  pawn  has  oeen

,a i i . i  "O ' f " l  "O f  The  Wh ; te  l i nks  ; n  t he  cha in  a re  l he  pawns  d4  and  c5

rhe Black ones are db and cb. I  ne !vhite plan for attack in the realm of the

lll ' l ili, o" """1i n2'oq, * "q'.b4-b5' b5xc6 after which b7xc6 is forced'

in o,t 'rr *orOr, the pawn on c6' which {orms the base ot the Black pawn

-h"in \ i l l  he exoosed to an altacK Trom the side and an enveloping movement

ill ' i l ";;;i;1'L (tne sioe attack would be bv Rb6' while the enverop'

i " "  " , i " i t  i . r la  cons is t  o f  Rb1-b7-c7xc6 l  We have a l readv  d ;scussed the in -

it i"al moves in the theoret:cal part of lhis book
7 ., '  c7"c6
a h2'b4 Nb8-d7
9 Bc1'b2 Od8'c7

10 od1'c2 e&e5
11 0-0 '0 !

Up unti l now the push in the center has been considered as a refutati 'on of

r t t . - " l " i r " iu . " " t  t rom the  f lank  An en t i re lV  un founded percept ion l  eGe5 is

""r" i i" 
-n"trinu 

r.."ction to c4-c5 which - iJ the White center has some abil-

D iagram '18

i ty  to  res is t  -  equa l izes ,  bu t  no t  more '
1 1  " '

44 Ad2xa5 ag7-d7
The b lockad ing  queen leaves  her  pos t .  When one cons jders  tha t  b lockad ing

is  usua l ly  the  task  o f  the  minor  p ieces ,  one must  admi t  tha t  the  queen,  wh ich
is  no t  used to  th is  tvpe  o f  work ,  has  done a  te r r i f i c  job .

45 gdgTl K8-s8
Now h is  ma jes ty  has  taken over  the  b  ockade h imse f .

46 ad3c4t
47 Oa5xc5

To sweep the  b lockade away w i th  Ofg t .
47  " "

Res igns .

Theother theore t ]ca l l yconce ivabIea t tempt tos t rengthentheat tacKIngpo.
, i t ion  .g r i " , t  la  *ou id  cons is t  o f  the  exchange e5xd4 '  and p lay  on  the  e  f i le

ii'""ni"n"ii*o estootirn.""t or a1 oJtoost '-\14 H?Ylll : i".': li: ::
tempt  i s  no i  p racr ica l lV  leas  b le  becaLrse  the  e  f i lP  \ ' !ou ld  be long to  vvnLre

; ; ;k r ; "  ; i t ; ; ; | .  deve iopment  There  femains  no th ins  e lse  to  do  except  to

n , ta  r t  O+ t ,  un toucnaOte  and t rans fer  the  a t tack  f rom d4 on to  the  new base

"g  * i in  .s  .+ .  Whi te  then has  the  task  o f  hamper ing  the  movement  f7 - {5 ' {4x

4 2 . . . .
43 Ae2-d2

R h4xe4!
R e4-h4

Th is  ga rne  (aga jns t  van  V l i e t ) ,  wh i ch  rema ined  re i a t ; ve l y  r nno t i cec l ,  i s  one
o f  my  bes t  acccmp l l shmen ts .

26

e3,  wh ich  wou ld  expose e3  f ronr  the  s rde '
N d7,b8

NfGeS
t7-r5

To prevent  Nf5 .

The obs t ruc l ion  vv65 62r ' r ied  ou t  by  the  s imp les t  means in  c lass ica l  s lv le '

Ot  c lu rs "  fZ  Nh4 cou id  appear  "baroque"  o t  b jza( te '  bu t  the  rnove cons is ts

on, i ' J t  u  n . " " r ,0 r ,  par r  o i  the  c lass ica l  opera t lon  o f  obs t ruc i ion  There fore

2,7

b5xc4

Rh4-h1t  !

12 Nf3-h4!

13 s2-93
14 N h4 'g2
15 h2-h4
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my es teemed  reade r  w i l l f i nd  i t  unde rs tandab le  when  I  have  on lV  a  p i t i f u l
sm i l e  f o r  a  s im i l a r  c r i t i c i sm  by  some  cn | cs .

16 aga4
More cautious was Be2 then Kd2. After this development is comoleted

Whi te  wou ld  be  ab le  to  b r ing  the  ar tack  a2-a4 and b4-b5 to  a  , rccer r fu l "on-
clusion without any greater effort.

t o . . . .

Be7-d8

b7.b6!
Wel l  p layed l  Usua l ly  the  counter  movement  o f  the  minor i ty  on ly  g ives  an

advantage to the attacking side (in this case. White). However, the prJsence o1
the White monarch makes the White majority in a certain sense a comprornis-
ed one, and therefore the push b6 is sufficiently motivated.

17 h4b5

Diagra.r' 20

27 Nc3-a4
An exceedingly elegant combination. Otherwise only the simple 27 Ra3

had to  be  cons idered,  i .e .  27  Ra3 Rxb6 28Rh1-a1Na5-c4 t  27Bxc4Rxa3
30 Rxa3 (Bxd5 would simplify too much and result in a draw due to the op'
oosite color bishops) 30...d5xc4 31 Ra3-a8t and after 31...8e8 32 Ba3 Rb3
White has less than nothing, Besides the specific combinational reason for the
text move, there is also the intention of making it as diff icult as possible for
the opponent to win back the sacrif iced material without however insisting
too strongly on holding on to that material to the end.

D iagram 19

27 . . . .
2g Ralxa4
29 Bb2-c3l

Bd7xa4
R b8xb6
Na5-b3t

The blockader!

20 Bt1-e2 Bd8-c7
21 c5xb6 Bc7xl4

After 21...Bxb6 Black would soon have had marked weaknesses, for in_
s tance 21 . . .8xb6 22  Kc1.d2  and Whi te  w i l loccupy  the  a  f i le  and main ta in
threats against the base of the chain, d5 (after disappearance o+ tte proiecrrng
c6) .

zz gJxf4
Now the obstruction of the B lack pawn mass on the king side is absolute.

22 -... Bc8-d7
23 Kc1-d2 c6xb5
24 Rdl-a,t!

White forces positional advantages on the queen,s wing,

What I had wished for! Also after the more correct move 29...Na5-c4t
30 Bxc4 Rxa4 31 Oxa4 dxc 32 Oa4-a8l Of7-e8 33 OxeS NxeS 34 Rh1-a1
White would stand better although in this case Black could erect a firm block-
ade-wa l lon  d5 .

D iagram 2 l

30 Oc2xb3!

,  Th is  sacr i f i ce ,  p repared by  27  Na4,  i s  en t i re ly  in  the  modern  sp i r i t  in  the
oest meaning of the word. (Compare the note to Black's 31st move.)

30 .... Rb6xb3
31 Ra4xaSl NfGeS

. And now one expects the quick participation of the other rook. All of the
heavy  p ieqqs  aga ins t  the  f ra i l  and  p inned kn igh t .  A t  tha t  t ime one ca l led  tha t :

29

1 7 . . . .
18 Ns2-f4

1 8 . . . .
19 a4xb5

Ne8-f6

a6xb5
Ac7-17

2 4 . . . .
25 Be2xb5

Nb&c6
NcGa5!

26 BbS"eZ Rfg_b8
Elack  has  de fended exce l len t ly  ano is  now aDout  to  equa l ize .

28
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e legant  p lay l  However  th is  b ru ta l  approach does  no t  go  w i th  my na ture ,  and
bes ides ,  i t  wou ld  be  a  b ig  mis take ,  i .e .  32  Rh 1-a1? QI7 .c7 !  33  Rxe8 l  K f7 ,
and Whi te  has  spent  h imse l f  and sheds  tears  o f  repentence.  No,  the  Ra l  rs  nor
in a hurry "to take part", on the contrary. with a tired gesture l ike someone
bored, it permits banishment, in other words: it stays in the background.

32 Be2-d1t!
The po in t :  Whi te  does  no t  fear  the  answer  32 . . .Rb '1 ,

3 2 . . . .

See the note to White's 41st move
44 .... ab2-b7
45 Ra2-a7 Ab7'b2
46 Kf l -92

The k ing  dec l ines  the  he lp  o f  h is  rooks ;  he  doesn ' t  need them any  more .
4 6 . . . .
47  Ra l -h  1 t
zl8 Be2xh5

Now Black even has a Passed Pawn.
49 Rh l -a1 !

The theme o{  the  re tu rn l  B lack  res igns

I give here a lesser known game in which both sides have passed pawns as a

turther example. I played this game against the outstanding Danish master

Mdreller at the Copenhagen 1923 tournament.

N o . 3

White: N imzowitsch Black: lvldeller

Ne8-f6
N{6h5
g6xh5Rb3xc3!

And again the talented American master f inds the strongest move. After
Rb ' l  wou ld  fo l low 33 8a4 Rxh i  34  BxeS!  (s t ronger  by  a  who le  tempo than
RxeSt ) .  and on  the  o ther  hand the  re t rea t  32 . . .Rb6 wou ld  be  insu f f i c ien t  be .
cause of 33 Ba4 Re6 34 Rb1 (onty now the rook appears) 096! 35 Rbg Oqt
36 BxN Oxf2 t  37  Kc1,  the  k ing  is  sa fe  and Whi te  w ins .

Doesn ' t  the  la te  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  the  main  ac tor ,  Rh1,  remind us  o f  how
the "hero" of a drama is usually "jntroduced": f irst comes an old servant who
tells a story. then two other "characters" step onto the stage and make us cur_
ious about the "hero", and at last "he" appears in person - and becomes the
center  o f  a l l  happen ings . 't d2-d4 t7-15

Now a position has been reached which can only be won through attack in
the classical style. The old picture: at f irst positional advantages are won by
modern play, then these advantages are utl l ized through old-fashioned, ctass.
cal chess!

2 c2"c4 Ns8-f6
3 Nbl'c3 d7-d6

As was shown in my article in the January issue oI Kagan's Neueste Schach'

nachrichten, this move, discovered by Krause and myself, is perfectly play'

able. (This article appears in Appendix Two.)
4 Ngl-f3 Nb8'c6
5 Bcl-t4 h7-h6
6 h2-h4 NfGs4

Threaten ing  e7-e5 w i th  comple te  l ibera t ion .
7 d+ds NcGeS

Preferable was the combinational e7'e5. See the above mentioned article
(Appendix Two).

8 Bf4xe5
e2-e4 at once was more correct.

8  . . . .  d6xe5
9 e2"e4 e7'e6

10 Ni3-h2
Something has to be done against Bc5.

10  . . . .  Od8xh4
11 Nh2xg4 l

A sound sacr i f i ce  o f  the  exchange.  A f te r  Oxh l  there  {o l lows Nxe5 w i th  a
very strong attack.

11  . . . .  Oh4xg4
12 Od1 'b3  Bf&e7
13 c4c5

The mob i le  super io r  tV l
13  . . . .  0 '0
14 d5xe6

33 Kd2xc3
34 Kcgd2

3 6 . . . .
37 Bh5-e2

The resources are being mobi l ized.
42 Ras-ao
43 h5xs6
44 Rada2l

Qf7-c7t
Ke8-f7

35 Be2-hst
36 Rhl-a1!

Classical is the watchword, the rook becomes touqh.

s7's6

Oc7-b6
Kt7-s7

obeb3

Nc7-e8

ob3b2
h7xg6

38 Kd2-e1! Neg-c7
39 Ra8-a5 Kg7-h6
40 Ke1- f1

What a differencel In the first - modern - part of the game White was
concerned w i th  every th ing  e lse  bu t  the  sa fe ty  o f  h is  k ing ,  bu t  here  the  jus t
ment ioned mot i f  fo rms the  main  incent ive  o f  a l l the  ac t ion !

40 . . . .
41 h4h5!

Now the  p lan  becomes c lear ;  a f te r  h5xg6 h7xg6 the  B lack  k ing  w i l l  be  a t -
tractively embraced - once from the h fi le and once from the 7th rank.
Shou ld  there  be  a  d is t rac t ing  a t tack  by  the  queen ( i .e . ,  Ob2 a f te r  Kg2)  the
doub led  rooks  w i l l  a lso  have a  word  to  sav  (Ra5-a2) ,

3 130



Genera l l y  one has  to  th ink  tw ice  be fore  one dec ides  to  change a  "mob i le

majority" into a stopped passed pawn because that would mean giving up
dreams o f  the  fu tu re  in  favor  o f  an  o id  age pens ion .  I t  however  the  main te .
nance o f  the  b lockade by  the  opponent  shou ld  requ i re  many p ieces ,  and i f
there is a possibil i ty of awakening to new life the "sleeping beauty" {the pass-
ed pawn), then the heroic attempt may be justif ied. And so it is here.

14  . . . .  f4xe4
15 Nc3d5 Og'1-95
16 Ob le3

Bet te r  seems to  be  16  NxcT Rbg 17  Bc4.

31 Rc2'b2 al'as

The situation has cleared. White sti l l  have the passed pawn, which has

l,,en stopped, and White apparentlV has no possibil i ty whatsoever of assail ing

f rJo to .nua. r ,  wh i le  the  B lack  passed pawn ( to  speak  l i ke  Lasker )  i s  t i l l ed

. - i rh  " th rea ten ing"  mob i l i tY .
32 Rhlh5 l(98'f7
33 g2-g4 Bdls6

Bc8xe6!
An excellent sacrif ice of the exchange through which Black gets varied

p lay ing  chances  w i th  the  two b ishops .
Diagram 23

34 ....
35 Rb2-b5
36 Rbsxes
37 Kt2-13
38 e3e4
39 Re5-b5

Unveil ing the assault on the "strong rook" blockader, prepared from all

sides. The "tasks" are assigned as follows: the Rb5 attacks the "unhappy

one" from the rear (through Rb7). Of course the Black king hurries to his aid

and can protect the attacked Rc7 either from d6 or d8 ln the first case, the

check from the pawn on e4 (e4'e5t) is decisive. but iJ the king takes the more

modest position on d8, his White counterpart wil l advance through f4, e5 to

d6 and the blockader is dead.
39 ..'. Kt7'e7
40 Rb5-b7 Ke7-d8
41 Rb7-bgt lG8-e7
42 Kttt4 Rc7xd7

Whi te  th rea tened KeS,  Rb7 { . . .Kd8) ,  Kd6
43 Rb8-b7l Bb3e6
44 c'xdT Be6xd7
45 Kf4-e5

Af te r  rhe  success tu l  a t tack  the  benef ic ia l  res t !
45 .... Ke7-e8
46 Ke5'd6 Bd7xg4

17 Oe3xg5
18 Nd5xc7
19 Nc7xa8
20 Btl-b5
21 t 2-b4

1 6 . . . .

2 9 . . . .
30 Ke1- f2

Be7x95
BeefT
Rf8xa8
Ra8-c8

34 Rh5xe5!
A deep combination: White sacrlf ices the exchange because the White king

can invade the center and in connection with his e'pawn and his own rook can

lift the blockade.

Diavam 22

White has the majority on the queen's wing, but diff iculties in developing
the  k ing  rook  because cas t l ing  in  an  end ing  wou ld  be  bad.  But  now th ings  ge t
l ively because Black tries to stop the majority once and for all.

21  . . . .  b7-b6
22 Bds-d7l Rc8-c7
23 c$c6 bAbs
24 Rh l -h3  e4e3!
25 a2-a4

Black threatened Bd5, i.e.. 25 fxe? Bd5 26 Rc1 Bxg2.
25 -... b5xa4
26 Ra1xa4 Bf7-c4
27 l2xe3 Bc4b5
28 Ra$a2 Bg5-e7
29 Ra2-c2

The c-pawn is the more valuable of the two, so the b-pawn must die.

Bb4-c3
Bc3xe5
a5-a4
Bgec2
Bc2-b3

BeTxb4t
Bb5-d3

7
7 t

7.2.
/.Pr

I

7z.t
,,.

A
,

t//Z '7'
% %
9Lfl /L'rfl zt

7' 7z
% 7/,

%
A ,

%
2'/&.ft

32
33



47 Rb7xg7 hGhS
48 e+es a4a3
49 ete6

The three assailants have come to high honors, and the l itt le pawn too is
about to be promoted to become a major piece. But Black d;d not wait for
these events to unfold and therefore resigned.

A beautiful game, and through the harmoniously conducted attack against
the blockader c7 also very instructive.

Also ln the Copenhagen Master Tournament of 1923 | played a game
against Semisch, in which the fate of my passed pawn ought to be interesting
in the spirit of our subject. As the game is also characteristic of my style, it
may be presented here for the benefit and enjoyment of my friendly readers.

12 .... c7-c5
13 d4d5

The birth of the passed pawn,

3 Nsl - f3 b7.b6
This opening presents the idea of renouncing the establishment of a mate.

r ia l l y  tang ib le  center  in  o rder  to  be  sa t is f ied  w i th  a  k ind  o f  dominance ( thus
the  idea o f  in f luence) .  I  invented  and thorough ly  ana lyzed i t  in  1911 and
1912.  In  the  Petersburg  1913 Master  Tournament  I  employed my innovat ion
against Gregory for the first t ime. This qame of mine against Gregory must be
considered the archetype and I as the inventor of the opening 1 d4 Nf6 2 c4
e6 without the follow-up d7-d5.

4 s2-s3
This is the antidote recommended by Rubinstein some time ago. lt is how-

ever fairly innocuous as shown in the game Samisch - Nimzowitsch which
fo l lows (No.  9 ) .

4 . . . .
5 Bfl-s2
6 0-0
7 Nbl-c3
I ltlfSe5 Od8"c8

Not good, Much better was my move c7-c6 as in the above cited qame.
9 c4xd5 Nf6xd5

10 Nc3xd5 8b7xd5
11 e2-e4

This move cannot be bad, however preferable seems to me 11 Bxds exd
12 Be3; after 12...4e1 Ito protect d5 and thus make possible c7.c5) would
fo l low 13 Nd3 Nd7 14  Rac l  and B lack  is  weak on  the  c  f i le  and w i l l  m iss
the  queen b ishop pa in fu l l y ,  wh i le  the  Whi te  k ing  can ra ther  ge t  a long w i thou i
the  b ishop on  92 .  However  a f te r  14 . . .8d6 the  s i tua t ion  isn ' t  c lear  in  any  waV.

Bd5.b7

b6b5
which however is taken notice of by Black without a sign of concern. On

the contrary, he is getting rough!
14 Oa4-b3

Tempting here was the sacrif ice of the exchange 14 OxbS Ba6 15 Ob3
Bxf l  16  Kx f l  bu t  a f te r  16 . . .8 f6  17  Nc4 exd 18  exd Nd7 the  Whi te  "advan-

tage" does not appear quite convincing. ls it really necessary to celebrate so
wildly the birth of a passed pawn?

14 " "
15 e4xd5

The blockader reports to his post.
16  Bc1- f4 !

His counterpart. who emerges with the offer of a sacrif ice.

Diagram 24

16 .... Oc8-c7
After 97-95 the intended sequence would have been 1 7 NxfT Bxf4 18

Nh6t !  Kg7 l9  gx f  Kxh6 20  fxgSt .  Indeed B lack  wou ld  then be  in  d i re
straits because if after fxgst he captures the pawn he wil l be in a mating net
after Kh1 and Rg1. lf however {after f4xg51) the king retreats to 97, White
would decide the game with 17 Oc31 Kg8 18 Bh3 and Be6 or (instead of
Bh3) positionally by Re1 and f2-f4. The pawn mass in connection with the
e fi le {square e6) would be of decisive importance.

17 Ne5-d3
Again a combinational move. The fork c5-c4 would not lead to anything

af te r  18  Bxd6 Oxd6 19  Oxb5 Ba6 20  Oc5!
1 7 . . . .
'18 a2-a4l

One of the most diff icult moves! Not only on account of the basic combi-
na t lon  c+c4 19  Oa3 l !  wh ich  was p layed here ,  bu t  a lso  because the  open ing
of the a fi le serves a positional purpose which is sti l l  very much hidden.

18 .... c5-c4
19 Ob3-a3! Bd6xl4
20 Nd3xf4

1 3 . . . .

e6xd5
Be7-d6

Wh ite: N imzowitsch
N o . 4

1 d2.d4
2 c2-c4 e7-e6

Black :  Semisch
Ns5-f6

Bc8- b7
Bf8-e7
s0
d7-d5

a7 -a6

1 1  . . . .
12 ad1-a4
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Through pecu ia i r  combina t jons  I  have succeeded in  e l im ina t ing  the  b lock .
ader  f rom d6.  The nex t  b lockader  i s  the  kn igh t  on  d7 ,  and he  w i l l  tu rn  oLr t  to
be a  tough guy .

20 .... Nb8-d7
21 a4xb5 a6xb5
22 Qa3'e7

D iagram 25

The position thus reached presents the explanation as to why White soughl
the opening ot the a fi ler everything was done solely with regard to the passed
pawn. The situation is that the queen would l ike to be firmly posted on e7 be.
fore d5-d6 is played. However with a closed a fi le the queen couldn't remain
there long because ReB would chase her away at once. The situation is entire-
ly different with an open a fi le. After 22...Ra-e8 23 Ob4 would follow, and
White obtains by Ra5 (after Qb6) play on the a fi le. And thus Black must
tal(e other measures.

32 Nb5-d6

A very beautiful sacrif ice! Not of material of course but White sacrif ices

h ;<  advantage on  the  7 th  rank '
nl) s" 

Z2 ,.,. Nc6xa7
33 Nd6xe8

The ending with knights is lavorable for White' 
33 .... Nc7'b5
34 Ne8-f6t
35 NfGds

Not to e4 because that square shall remain reserved for the White king'
' 

35 .... t7-t6

Ks8-s7

The "darling" wants to be protected and supported.

27 d,6xe7
Now he has advanced. White's labor is rewarded.

Diagram 26

36 Kg2-f3 Kg7'17
37 Nd5-c3! Nb5'd4t
38 Kf3e4 Nd4b3
39 Ke4d5

The White king position is decisive.

40 hz'h3
41 Nc ld l
42 ltld 1'e3
43 Ne3xc4
44 b2'b4

Th is  passed pawn is  sp lend id ly  suppor ted  by  kn igh t  and k ing  l t  w i l l  wrn

the race.
4 4 . . . .

The "blockade dagger" in camouflage!
45 b4b5
46 b5'b6
47 Nc4-e5t
48 Kd5'c6
49 Ne5'd3!

Dest ina t ion :  c5 .
4 9 . . . .  N f G d T
50 bGbTt Kc8'd8

Unsuccessful attempt at blockade. Now the Nd7 is the onlv piece control"
37

2 2 . . . .
23 d5.d6
24 Kg1xgz
25 Rf1.d 1

Oc7-d8
Bb7xs2
Nd7-f6 Nb3d2

fFf5
Kf7-{6
Nd2-e4
Ne4xt2

KfGeT

Ke7 -d7

Nf2-e4
Kd7-c8
Nezl-f6

2 5 . . . .
26 Rd 1xa1

Ra8xal
Od8xe7

27 ""
28 Ra'l-a7

Now White's advantage is clear.
2A .,..
29 N14-e2
30 Ne2-d4

Ri8-e8

s7-s5
Nt6d5
Nd5xe7

A death creates grief. However there are many rays of l ight present because
after

31 Nd4xb5
Whi te  has  super io r i t y  because o f  the  dominat ion  o f  the  7 th  rank  and the

exposed pawn on c4,
31  . . . .  Ne7"co

36
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l i ng  b8 .
Nd7-b8
Nb8-d7
Kd8-e8
Res igns

BecaLrse  Ne5 is  fa ta l .

The f i rs t  passed pawn had a  career  r i ch  w i th  d ramat ic  conf l i c ts  (h is  advance
to  d6  was made poss ib le  by  var ious  o f fe rs  o l  sacr i f i ces  and a lso  th rough the
movement  o f  the  d  pawn to  e7) .  Th is  was accompl ished by  ex t raord inary  e f .
fo r ts  ( the  seeming ly  unmot iva ted  open ing  o f  the  a  f i le ) .  Then th is  passed
pawn died by the hand of an "assassin", but out of its ashes a new passed
pawn emerged - on the b fi le - which advanced with irresistable energy.

Persona l ly  the  game is  charac ter is t i c  w i th  a  mix tu re  o f  imag ina t ion  and svs .
temat ic  p lann ing  typ ica l  o f  my s ty le ,  and i t  exce ls  in  a  kn igh t  end ing  p layed
in  the  c lass ica l  s ty le ,

To  c lose  the  "passed pawn"  chapter  l ' l l  g ive  my game aga ins t  Sp ie lmann
f rom the  Stockho lm l \ ,4as ter  Tournament  1920 iResu l t :  l .  Bogo l jubov  121 l , ;
l l .  N imzowi tsch  12 ;  l l l .  O lson 8 ;  lV .  Sp ie lmann 6 l l , j  there  fo l lowed Wendet .
Jacobson.  NVho lm,  Svanberg . )  The game represents  a  d i f f i cu l t  pos i t iona l
struggle for minute advantages. and the passed pawn only appears later. l-tow.
ever  the  method o f  s topp ing  Sp ie lman 's  seeming ly  uns toppab le  passed pawn
makes th is  game a  very  ins t ruc t i ve  example  ln  the  sp i r i t  o f  our  sub jec t .

O r  1 1 . . . 8 x c 3 1  1 2 N x c 3 O b 6 ( O b 4 ?  1 3 a 3 ! )  1 3 8 b 5 0 - 0  1 4 B x c 6 Q x b 2

lb  Na4 Ob4t  16  Od2 and occupat ion  o f  c5  (square  c5  is  wor th  a t  leas t  as

much as  a  Pawn here) ,
12 a2'a3 Bb4xc3f
13 Na4xc3 h7-h5
14 0'0 Ra8'c8
15 Od1-d2 Oa5'd8

To fo l low up w i th  97 'q5 .
16 h2-h3! l ' , lcGas

Now 97 '96  fa i l s  because o f  17  g2 'g4 ,  i .e .  17 . . .h5x94 18  h3xg4 Nh4 '19

Nxh4 Rxh4 20  Kg2 w i th  2 '1  Rh l  and advantage fo r  Whi te .
17  Ra l 'd1  Od8 'b6
18 Rf l -e1

One should observe how White systematically overprotects the points d4

and even e5  accord ing  to  the  ru le  wh ich  I  expressed thus :  " lmpor tan t  s t ra te -
gical points must be overprotected."

18  . . . .  Na5 'c4
19 Be7xc4 Rc8xc4
20 Nc3-e2

To exchange the  s t rong kn igh t  on  f5  th rough N93

51 Kc6do
52 Nd3-b4!
53  Nb4c61
54 KdGcT

N o . 5

1 e 2 - e 4
2 d2.d4
3 e4e5

2 0 . . . .
21  Rd1-c ' l
22 Rc1xc4
23 Ne2-93
24 h3.h4l

Bd7-a4
Ba4-b3
Bb3xc4
Nf+e7
Ne7-s6

Whi te :  N imzowi tsch

4 Ns1. l3  Nb8.c6
5 c2-c3 Od8-b6
6 Bfl-e2 c5xd4

l f  th is  ear ly  l iqu ida t ion  o f  the  Whi te  center  ( the  pawn c3  d isappears  aga ins t
the pawn c5) is lhe best move, then the Black position must be characterized
as  weak.  Probab ly  Bd7 is  p layab le .

7 c3xd4
8 N b1-c3
9 Nc3a4

Combinat iona l ,  Good enough is  Bb5.
9 . . . .

1O Bc1-d2
11 Bd2-c3

Characteristic of this kind of attack is the fact that even Nc3 would have
s a f e g u a r d e d  t h e  p a w n s ,  i . e .  1 1 N c 3 N x d 4  1 2  N x d 4  N x d 4  1 3 a 3 N x e 2  1 4 a x b
Nxc3 15  Bxc3 or  Rxa5 and a  draw is  p robab le  th rough oppos i te  co lo r  b isnops
and posting a piece on d4.

11  . . . .  Bc8-d7

38

25 Ns3-f1
Now the  cava l ry  w i l l  go  aga ins t  the  s te r i le  b ishop;  Ne3 is  in tended.

Bc4xl1
NgGeT
GO

Spie lmann dec ides  to  cas t le  anyway s ince  Nf5  w i l l  p ro tec t  every th ing .  In
the  meant ime -  as  a  resu l t  o f  a l l  h is  maneuvers  -  Whi te  has  conquered the
c  f i le .

B lack :  Sp ie  lmann
e7-e6
d7.d5
c7 -c5

2 5 . . . .
26 Re1xf1
27 R11-c1

2A b2.b4
29 Rc l -c5
30 Od2-c3

Ne7-f5
ObOa6
Oa&e2N98'h6

NhGfS

QbGa5t
Bf8.b4

Wi th  g rea t  sk i l l  Sp ie lmann has  succeeded in  ob ta in ing  counterchances
through h is  invas ion  in to  the  Whi te  camp,  p r imar i l y  by  tak ing  advantage o f
the weakness on b2 and later on a3.

lSee D iagram 27 a t  the  top  o f  the  nex t  page)

31 Oc3-c2!!
A f te r  long  de l ibera t ion  Whi te  dec ided on  th is  queen sacr i f i ce .

31  . . . .  N f5xd4
32 Qc2xe2

Wrong wou ld  be  32  Nxd4 Oe l  t  33  Nh2 Oxest
32  . . . .  Nd4xe2t

39
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Diagram 27 Af te r  30 . . .Oe2

33 Ks1- f1
Black is a passed pawn ahead.

34 Fc5-c7
Perhaps b7-b6 was more prudent.

35 s2-s3
36 Kf1-e2
37 Rc7xa7

This move required deep foresight. Black gets the c ti le, however the White
king is so "blockade efficient" that the seemingly strongly supported d.pawn
cannot progress very well.

37 . . . .  R f&c8
38 Nf3d4 Rc8-c4
39 Nd4xb5 d5-d4

On 39. . .Rc21 40  Kf1  Nd3 41  f2 - f4  wou ld  fo l low.

D iagram 28

45 Ke2 g5xh4 46 g3xh4 Rg4xh4.
43  . . . .
44 g3xh4
rts Rcl-bl

An elegant backward movement of the rook a7,c7"c1,b1, expecially when
one considers that the obligatory drop of poison isn't missing at all because
the position of the rook on b'l gives the pawn the - lust to wander,

rts ....
46 Ketd2

On detours, one could say that by tir ing detours the White king has reached
the blockade position.

Nb2-a4
Na4-b6

48 a3-a4? Nxa4 49 b6 Nxb6 50 Rxb6 Rf3! etc.
48 .,.. Rh3f3
49 NdGc4

Death to the blockader!
4 9 . . . . Nb6d7

After 49...Nxc4 50Rxc4Rxf2t 51 Kxd3 Rf3t 52 Kc2 Rxa3, the b-pawn
would advance without being stopped, i.e. 53 RcSt Kg7 54 b5-b6 Ra2t b5
Kc3 Ra3t 56 Kc4 Ra4 57 KbS and wrns.

50 bsb6 Nd7-c5
51 bAbT Rf3xf2t

Please observe with what finesse Black makes use of his dying knjght f lgnr
up to its last breath, Now there comes an exciting dance around the pawn d3.

Da igram 29

95xh4
R g4xh4

Rh4h3t

40 Aa7"c7
41 Ke2-e3

Not to d2 because of Re4.
4 1  . . . .
42 Rc7-c1

Sp ie lmann doesn ' t  re lax !
43 Nb5_d6

Ne2-f4

b7.b5

Nt4d3
Nd3b2

47 b+bs
48 R bl.b4

52 Kd2-e3
53 Keld4
54 Kd4xd3!

54 . . . .
55 Rb4xb7
56 Nc.zl-e3
57 Kd3,d4

d4.d3t

Rc+94
s7 -s5

The point, but the win
becomes dangerous,

is sti l l  quite diff icult because the h-pawn suddenly

Rf2-e2t
Nc5xb7

Re2-92
h5-h4
Rs2-95
h4h3
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Here  the  game was ad journed and Sp ie lmann res igned w i thout  resuming
p lay .  A f te r  61 . . .K f7 .90  62  a4a5 f6xe5t  63  Kd4-c5  KgGf5  64  a5-a6 Rh$h7
65 Kc5-b6 Kf$94 the  kn igh t  by  Ne3t  and Nf1  w i l la r r i ve  jus t  in  t ime to  sup_
port the blockader on h2 effectively.

An ex t remely  va luab le  game.

The next two games wil l i l lustrate a fight against a majority in the center.
First a more recent game that I played in a match against Brinckmann whtch
l w o n 4 - 0 .

N o . 6
P layed a t  Ko ld ing ,  Denmark  1923

White: N imzowitsch B lack :  Br inckmann
d7.d5
c7-c5
e7-e6
Ns&f6
N b8-c6

The normal position of the Oueen's Gambit, which I l ike to plav.
6 Bt1-e2 Bf&d6

Purists (= straight l ine pseudo-classicists) wil lfeel that Be2 leaves the
straight path (Bd3). But that isn't the case because Be2 fits better than Bd3
in some pawn positjons arising out of later pawn exchanges, i.e. when d5 be-
comes isolated.

7 0.o o0
I b2-b3 c5xd4

Here too the purist would not be able to conceal any longer his discontent
that b7-b6 woutd be better. But after g...b6 9 Bb2 Bb7 10 c4xd5 exd l l
dxc bxc, the hanging pawns c5 and db are not to everybody's taste, although
in Petersburg Tarrasch won a - let's say - spendid victory.

9 e3xd4 Nf6e4
Not bad at a l l; this way the absence of the bishop on d3 is being explorred.

10  Bc1"b2
11 Bb2xc3

But here b7-b6 was better.
I z ct+c5

13 b3b4
The queen s ide  maior i t y  to  wh ich  B lack  wou ld  l i ke  to  counter  w i th  the  cen-

ter malority.

58 Rb7-b2
59 Rb2.h2
60 Ne3c4
6l aga4

1 d2"d4
2 Ns1- f3
3 c2-c4
4 e2-e3
5 Nb1-c3

Rs5h5
17"t6
Ks8"f7

Ne7-96

Ne4XCJ

NcdeT

BdGcT

1 3 . . . .
14 Rf l -e l

One ca l l s  th is  a  f ine  rook  move,  unassuming and versa t i le :  .1 .  d i rec ted  a_
ga ins t  eGe5,  2 .  conserv ing  the  Be2 aga ins t  Nf4  (14 . . .N f4  15  Bf l  ) .
42

The threatened eGes is parried by Od2, i.e. 16...e5? 1 7 dxe OxcS 18 Bb4.
16 .... Rf8-c8
17 a2-a4 Kg&h8

Af te r  17 . . .eGes wou ld  fo l low 18 dxe Oxcs  19  Bd4 (b lockade)  w i th  a  su-
penor game.

18 azl-as

Diagram 30

1 4  . . . .
15 b4-b5
16 0d1.d2 !

1 8 . . . .
From here on e6-e5 is a constant threat,

19 a5-a6 b7-b6

Bc8-d7
Qd8-e7

t7.t6

20 c5-c6 Bd7-e8
White has converted his mobile majority into a protected passed pawn.

However this one has been stopped and at present White has no real target in
the enemv camp. D id the conversion of the majority perhaps proceed too
qu ick  l y  ?

21 Be2-t1 Be&17
22 h2-h4 Bc7-d6
23 S2-53 Ae7-c7
24 BI'l-h3 Rc&e8
25 Rel-e3!

White has prevented the breakthrough in a fine, combinational way; if now
25...e&e5 then 26 hb Nf8 27 dxe lxe 28 Rael d4 29 Nxd4 exd 30 Oxd4
and Wins .

NgefS
Re8-e7
Ra8-e8

With  the  in ten t ion  o f  p lay ing  Oa3 and thus  fo rc ing  B lack  to  p lay  Bxb4,
thus  ga in ing  dominat ion  o f  the  d iagona l  a3-e7 .

2 8 . . . . Bd6x b4
29 Oc3xb4 Kh8-gB

e6-e5 was impossible due to the x-ray attack b4-f8. i,e. 29...e5 30 dxe fxe
31 Nxe5 BxeS 32 Rxe5 Rxe5 33  OxfS mare .

43

25 . . . .
26 R ae1
27 Bc?b4!
28 Qd2-c3t,
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Diagram 31

3 0 . . . . Bf7-96
Black has defended well but now he had to play eGeb with probable equal-

ItV.
31 Bf5xs6
32 h4h5
33 Nf3-h4!

Now e6-e5 would be answered by Nfs.
33 .... Ks8-f7
34 Ks1-92

Such litt le moves characterize the master. White assumes there wil l be an
eventual opening of the h fi le. and in that case he wants to be readv tor battle
( R e l - h l ) .

Nf8xg6
NsGfS

97-96

h7xg6

Oc7-d8
Od&c7
Kf7-98
6e t -n I

NfgxhT
N h7.f8

Re&e7

3 4 . . . .
Correst; it was in the air.

35 h5xg6
36 12-14

Only now the Black pawn majority (in the center) appears to be paralized.
36
37
38
39
40
41

Nh4f3
Re ' l -h1
ReSel
Rh 1xh7
Rel -h l
R h 1-h6

To jnduce Kg7 which would make the planned opposition bV Reg-e7-h7
more  d i f f i cu l t ,  i .e .42 . . .Kg7 43  Rh2 w i th  eventua l  doubt ing  on  the  h  f i le ,  per -
haps after Od2 and g394-95.

4 2 . . . .
43 Ob&a3

(See Diagram 32 at the top of the next page)

The way to victory ;s very interesting. lt cl imaxes with a knight sacrif ice
on. . .b6 !  The procedure  is  as  fo l lows:  Whi te  p lays  the  queen th rough c1  to
h1. But before that he brings 93 to 95 forcibly creating a hole on eb. There-
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D iagram 32 After 43 Oa3

aiter White can either force the exchange of rooks or the exchange of queens,

i.e. 43 Oa3 Od8 44 Oc1 Oc7 45 g4 Od6 46 95 f5. The position thus arrived

at can be easily won without queens because the White knight wil l move to a4,

White moves Rhl-a1 at the last moment (the Black king is held tied down on

the king wing as long as possible), and the intended knight sacrif ice on b6 de'

cides. The plan works even easier with queens without rooks (because Black

always has the capabil ity of exchanging rooks through Rh7) and then at the

right moment the queen wil l enter. The actual game proceeded thus:
Re7-97

AJter thls move White finished him off quicklv.
44 Rh&h8t Kg8xh8
45 Oa3xfSt
46 Of8xf6
47 Nf3g5t

After Kg8 follows 48 Oxe6t Oxe6 49 Nxe6 Rg8 50 Nc7.
zltl Of&e5 Ae7'c7
49 Oe5xe6 Ac7'e7
50 Oe6h3t Resigns.

After KgB a general exchange follows: 51 OcSt Of8 52 OxfSf Kxf8 53

Ne6t, after which the c-pawn becomes a queen.

lf we assume that the procedure outl ined in the note to move 43 (93'94-95

to force f6f5) had actually happened, then we can describe the gradual paraly-

sis of eO or of the majority in the center as an instructive example of a fight

against a center majority.

The breakthrough combination on the paradoxically operative square b6

marks this game as an extraordinary accomplishment

Now for a game from an earlier date which however appears remarkable be'
cause it is the prototype of a variation which was believed to be dead but
which I revived to a new life. Not withstanding the variation, the game repre-
sents uncharted territory insofar as here for the first t ime it wil l be shown -

and later copied bv the other l\,4oderns - that it is not essential whether one
has pawns or no pawns in the center, the primary object is the domination of
the center, which means the hampering of the enemy center with a blockade
to  fo l low as  a  c l imax.

Kh&h7
Ac7-e7
Kh7-h8

45



Whi te :  N imzow tsch

N o .  7
Karlsbad Touroament

1 e2-e4
2 d2.d4
3 e4-e5

B lack :Sa lu , , l

now is  to  make use o f  these po in ts  economica l l y
14 Nd2-f3!

Prevents  Bb5 because then wou ld  fo l low 15 Bd4 Oa6 16 Bxbs  OxbS and

the  Pe6 fa l l s .
14 .... Be7-d6
15 Od l -e2

Whi te  d id  no t  make h is  dec is ion  be tween e2  and c2  any  ear l ie r  than abso '

lutely necessary. This is what was meant by economical use of these squares.Up un t i l t hen  be l i eved  t o  be  abso tu te l y  unp layab le .  I  was  l a te r  t o l d  Sa lwe
sa id  a f t e r  e4e5  tha t  I  mus t  have  t hough t  I  was  p lay ing  a  game  a t  r ook  odds l l

4 c2-c3
E l \ l  ̂  1-+?

6 Bfr-d3
It was better to exchange first by c5xd4.

7 d4xc5 Bf8xc5
8 0-0 17.r6

Black  is  about  to  e l im ina te  h is  opponent 's  cen ter  pawns one a f te r  the  o ther ,
but this can be of advantage to him only if he could thereby secure the mobil.
ity of his own center, but as we shall soon see there wil l be plenty of counter.
action against that.

I b2-b4 Bc5-e7
10 Bc1-f4 f6xe5
11 Nf3xe5 Nc6xe5
'12 Bl4xe6 Ng&i6

The po in t  i s  tha t  the  a t tempt  to  neut ra l i ze  the  b lockad ing  Bes  by  Bf6
wou ld  fa i l  due  to  the  check  on  h5 ,  i .e .  12 . . -B f6  13  Ohst  96? 14  Bxg61 hxg
' l5Oxg6t  Ke7 16Bxf6 t  Nx f6  17Og7t .  Buta f te r  12 . . .N f6 the  "b lockade

ring" remains intact so far.
13  N b l .d2

D iagram 33

But  how eas i l y  th is  r ing  cou ld  be  broken a t  the  s l igh tes t  re laxa t ion  by
Whi te ;  i .e .  14  Oc2 Ng4!  15  BxhTt  Kh8 16  Bd4 Oc7 17  93  e5 .  To  under .
stand the position we must realize that freedom to maneuver is necessary for
the  b lockade as  we l l  3s  fo r  every  o ther  ach ievement .  F reedom to  maneuver
here consists of the squares d4 and e5, which White can occupV wtth pieces,
and o f  the  squares  c2  and e2  f rom wh ich  the  queen can opera te .  The t r i ck

1 9 1  1

e7-e6
d7d5

c7 -c5
Nb8-c6
od8-b6
Bc8-d7

t c  _ . . _

16 Be5-d4

ObGcT
Bd7-e8
Bd6xe5

24 Bd3xh7l
On 24. . .Nxh7 25  096 v t ins .

25 Bh7'g6
26 Rf1 'e l
27 Bd4'e3
28 Be3g5

The free center doesn't mean much here because the pau/n deficit and the

Ra8-c8

0-0

Jus t ; n  t ;me  because  now  Neb  w i l l  he lp  t o  i nc rease  t he  b lockade

t o . . . .

17 Nf3e5
18 Ra ' l 'e1
19 Bd4xe5

The dark  square  b ishop dominates .
19 .... Oc7-cG
20 Be5'd4!

To force the bishop, which was eyeing both sides of the board, to make a

decision.
20 . . . .  Be&d7
2'l Aez'czl

A  c lear ing  move fo r  the  Re1 and a t  the  same t ime a iming  dec is ive ly  a t  h7 .
21 .... Rf8-f7
22 Re1-e3 b7-b6
23 Re3'93 Kg8'h8

Diagram 34

eGe5

Rt7 -e7
QcGd6
d5d4

two bishops cannot be compensated for.
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B93 was threatened.

The b lockade!

29 Rg3xc3
30 Oc2xc3
31 a2-a3
32 Bs5-h4
33 BsGf5

34 Oc3xd4
35 Re1xe7
36 Bf5-d3

3 6 . . . .
37 Bh4x{6
38 Ks l - f1
39 h2-h4

d4xc3
Kh8- 98
Ks8-f8
Bd7-e8
od6d4

e5xd4
KfBxeT

Ke7-d6
g7xf6
Be8"c6
Resigns.

ln the same tournament a few rounds later I played a game in which the

same idea was even more sharply prominent, namely apparently giving up the

center only to occupy it {blockade) later more strongly.

White: N imzowitsch
No. 8

1 e2-e4
2 d2-d4
3 e4e5
4 c2-c3
5 Ngl-f3
6 Bfl-b5
7 G 0

9 esxfo
10 Nfle5
11 d4xc5!

Black :  Levenf ish

e7-e6
d7-d5
c7 -c5
Nb8-c6
17.t6
Bc8-d7
od8-b6

Or 7. . .NxeS I  Nxes Bxb5 I  Ohst
8 Bb5xc6 b7 xc6

N98x{6
Bf8-d6
Bd6xc5

After the game Levenfish told me that he couldn't understand why I had
completely given up the center.

12  Bc1 'g5 l
The explanation! The next Black moves were forced

12. . . .  ob6d8
13 Bs5xf6! Od8xf6
14 Od1-hst s7-so
15 Oh5-e2

Now the White plan - blockade of the Black center - is clear. There follow-
ed:

15 ..". Ra8-d8
16 Nb1-d2 00
17 Ra1 'e l  R f8 'e8
18 Kg l "h l  Bc5 'd6
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19 f2.f4
with advantage to White.

While "Blockade" did not contain the remaining moves of the game, they
ate added here for the benefit of the reader wishing to play through the game

to tts concluston.
1 9
20
2 1
22

25

27
2A
29
30
3 1
5Z

34
35
36
37

In conclusion I give a game in which restraint occurs only in the broadest
sense of the word. Pawns wil l not be touched at all by restraint in this last
example ,  Every th ing  goes  on  -  so  to  speak  -  inv is ib ly .  L ines  and squares
serve as objects of the restraint, and only at the end all of the enemy pieces
are stalemated in a most "freightening" way.

No. 9
lnternatlonal l\,4aster Tournament Copenhagen'1923

White: Siim isch Black: N imzowitsch
Ns8-f6
e7-e6
b7-b6
Bc&b7
Bf8-e7
o0
d7.d5
c7 -cG

St ronger  than Oc8 wh ich  SAm;sch had p layed as  B lack  in  th is  pos i t ion .

1 d2.d4
2 c2"c4
3 Ng1-f3
4 s2-s3
5 Bf1-s2
6 Nbl-c3
7 0-0
8 Nfles

9 c4xd5
10 Bc1- f4

cgc4l
c4xd5
Nd2-e4
d5xe6
Oe2-aG
Rel -d  1
b2-b3
Rdlxd4
OaGa5
Rf1-d1
h2"h3
Rd1xd4!
Oa5-d8!
od8.d7
Rd4d3!
Ne5'f7t
Ad7xl7
RdldT

cG c5
BdGf8
Bd7- c8
OfGsT
Bc8xe6
Ks8-h8
BeG98
Rd8-d4
c5xd4
Re8-c8
R c8-c2
As7-b7
Bf8'c5
BcSeT
Ob7-ao
6 e l . t 6

&8xf7
R c2-cg
Resigns.

c6xd5
a7 -a6l

In order to play bGb5 and prepare for the invasion of c4 by the Nb8. The
square c4 constitutes here the square for an outpost on the c'f i le.
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Threatens to gal lop with accelerated pace (NcGas) to c4. Therefore the
exhange  seems  su f f  i c i en t l y  mo t i va ted .

13 Ne5xc6 Bb7xc6
On the  o the r  hand  B lack  has  ga ined  t ime  th rough  the  exchange  because  t he

"tempo swallower" Ne5 had himself exchanged against the harmless Nc6.

1 1  R a 1 - c 1
12 0d1-b3

1 9 . . . .
20 e2-e4

b6b5
Nb&c6!

od8.d7
NfGh5!

Be7-d6
t4xe4l

14  h2-h3
15 Ks1-h2

Comb ined  p lay  on  bo th  w ings .  On  the  queen  s i de  a lone  t he  game  woL r l d
have to be continued by Ob7 and NfGdT'bGc4.

16 Bt4-d2 l7-t5l
17 0b3d1 b5-b4!
18  Ncgb l  Bcebs
1 9  R f 1 - 9 1

One c lear ly  fee ls  how Whi te 's  domain  is  shr ink ing .

D iagram 35

21 Odlxhs Rf8xJ2
The idea of the sacrif ice is that White, who owns neither l ines nor squares,

wil l become completely tied up. The occupation of the enemy's second rank
has a paralyzing effect, especially in conjunction with the strongly posted
Bb5 (prevents Rfl ). On the other hand White's queen wing is always indirect-
ly threatened, and the configuration of the White pieces is insoluble,

22 Qh5-g5
23 Kh2-h 1
24 Os5-e3
25 R c1"e l

A bril l iant move which declarcs zugzwang,

(See Diagram 36 at the top of the next page)

Whtte is in zugzwangl! With a f ull board!!

White has no moves, i,e. on Kh2 follows Rf5-f3, and the same after 93-94.
This unusually b\l l ianl zugzwang-mechan ism makes this game, which Dr.
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Ra8-f8
Rf&f5
Bbsd3
h7.h6 ! !
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Lasker in a Dutch magazine called a beautiful accomplishment' a counterpart

i"i i" 
' i i . tt"., Game " There the maximal eifect of the "sacrif ice"' here

that of the " zugzwang" '

With this I conclude my demonslration of examples of my own practice,

."i l ;; i l".;;;r, irnoiv '""0"t *irr soon find the desired opportunitv for

app ly ing  some o f  tnese ru les ,  h in ts  o r  p r inc ip les '

A Nimzowitsch

Al te r  25 . . .h6 !
Diagram 36
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Appendix One

The New Syrtem
by A. N imzowitsch *

Chess strategy as such today is sti l l  in its diapers, despite Tarrasch,s state.
ment  "we l i ve  today  in  a  beaut i fu l  t ime o f  p rogress  in  a l l  f ie lds . ' ,  Not  even
the slightest attempt has been made to explore and formulate the laws of
chess strategy. Tarrasch's postulates such as,,the acceptance of the gambit is
pr inc ipa l l y  1 ! )  ( the  [ ] l  i s  f rom me.  A .N. )  e r roneous because.  .  ,  dangerous , , l
rea l l y  cannot  c la im to  be  such;  a t  bes t  I  wou ld  ca l l them , ,p rac t ica l  h in ts  o t  an
experjenced housewife."

From this perspective my present attempt to formujate the results of rny
many years of explorations ought to be able to open up a new era in chess,
l\4y congenital inclination to search for rules urged me to do this.

What I want to demonstrate here is a harmoniously built up set of laws of
chess strategy.

I  know very  we l l tha t  rny  a t tempt  w i l l  no t  fa j l  to  p rovoke a  s to rm o f  anger
among today's "theoreticians" and that they wil l f ight my system wjth every
means,  espec ia l l y  min imeans,  .  .  O.  K .  Come on l

And now, without further ado, let,s begin!
l. About the Center - Pieces and Pawns - The Concept of the Characteflslrc

Position in the Center

The pawns form the skeleton of the game, the pieces are the other parrs,
the  inner  o rgans l

The p ieces  must  s tand in  l i v ing  connect ion  w i th  the  (pawn, )  cen ter .

d5  or  f5  wh ich  wou ld  L rndermine h is  center .  He w i l l  meet  these enemy th rea ts
par t ia l l y  d i rec t l y  (by  p ressure  on  db  and f5 ) ,  par t ia l l y  ind i rec t l y  { th rough the
intention of answering the move d5 or f5 respectively with e4-e5 or also
through the intention of parrying these moves with e4xd5 or e4xf5 respective-
ly  in  o rder  to  in i t ia te  p lay  on  the  e  f i le .  F rom th is  the  law ar ises :

The moves ot the pieces are dictated by the l iving demands of the cenler. *

As we have seen, the mission of the pieces is a double one:

Fjrst, the pieces must "protect" the center, i.e, keep it well guarded,

second, they must "support" it, i .e. they must be directed against the ex-
oected advance in the center.

The f i rs t  demand must  be  fu l f i l l ed  even when one s tands  very  we l l  in  the
center, i.e. regardless of how wellone stands in the center, one must take care
of its defense.

So much about the structure of the center. Now we wil l talk about the
"use" of the center. First we should mention that we call every scheme (as
for instance shown in Diagram l) which represents the nucleus of the position,
a "characteristic position in the center." This last one wil l always be the start-
ing point of our calculations.

l l .  About  the  lv lanagement  (Ut i l i za t ion)  o f  the  Center  -  Open F i les  and The i r
Laws - About the Latent Cooperation of the Center.

The center shall be viewed as having stabil ity, i.e. the characteristic posr-
t ion  sha l l  be  u t i l i zed  in  the  shape i t  i s  in  {w i thout  be ing  changed) .

The position in the center must not be modified constantlv, once the char-
acteristic positlon is taken up, it must be maintained - at least for a very long
time. One must try to fortify it and to post one's pieces according to the
characteristic position.

Frequently the attack plays by itself, i .e. with purely passive help from the
center. it shifts to the wings.

An example. After the moves 1 e2-e4 e7-e5 2 Ngl-f3 Nb8-c6 3 Bf1,b5
d7 "d6  4  d2-d4 Bc8-d7 5  Nb1-c3  Ng8- f6  6  G0 Bf&e7 7  Rf1-e l  ebxd4 8
Nf3xd4 (now the characteristic position seen in Diagram I, pawn e4 againsr
pawns d6  and f7  has  been reached)  Nc6xd4 9  Od lxd4 Bd7xb5 10  Nc3xb5
0-0  11  Bc1-95 Rf8-e8  l2  Ra1-d1 ( "suppor ts " )  N fGdT 13 Bg5xe7 Re8xe7
White must not operate in the center lt2-t4 e+e'), on the contrary. he must
s tay  en t i re ly  neut ra l  there .  What  he  must  do  is  car ry  ou t  our  law o f  "p ro tec t -

ing"  and "suppor t ing"  the  center ,  i .e .  14  Nb5"c3  (Oc3 is  a lso  good)  Nd7-bG
15 Re1-e3 Od8-d7 16  Rd1"e1 Ra8,e8  i7  Rc3-g3.  A l ready  th is  leads  ro  a
weakening o{ the king's wing, which success may be considered a result of

"  To  prevent  misunders tand ings ,  I  no te  tha t  fo r  d idac t ic  reasons  I  assume
for  the  t ime be ing  the  center  as  such cou ld  be  occup ied  by  pawn exc lus ive ly .
Indeed the  center  fo rms the  domain  o f  the  oawns.

First, White wil l post hjs pieces in such a way that his center e4 is well pro_
tected, second he wil l direct his forces agajnst the threatening enemy advance

Diagram I

'//;,,

/l:;t 2
7/tt.

/l:,: lt
fr7t/...2 /7,.
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lL.
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'77,
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lt,'//t
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our  management  o f  the  center .

The cooperation of the center has been documented here

1. through the latent threat of the advance e4e5,

2. through the maneuver Re3-g3 (a consequence of the space advantage pro.
duced by the further advanced center),

3 ,  th rough enab l ing  us  to  p lay  on  the  d  f i le t  the  center  serves  as  a  suppor r
fo r  opera t ions  on  the  d  f i le .

Th is  leads  to  an  examinat ion  o f  the  open f i le !

The open l ine  needs a  "suppor t  po in t "  and an  "en t ry  po in t . "

lL 
'l/t './2...

% ,L ,//t ./.
V:t:.., tlZ 2

% 7tt%
'^- 7,2 %

% % z
71.,.H'/2:,' l/.z

I Entry point on the d file

2 Support point on the d file

I Entry point on the h file

2 Support point on the h file

new aovanlagel

The Outpost.

A strategically conditioned outpost exerts a permanent pressure thanks to
its great attacking radius.

ln our example it f ixes the points c7, e7, f6. The newly produced attack
possibil i t ies. produced by the outpost, establish the further consequences of
p lay  in  the  l ine  in  ques t ion  (d  f i le )  D iagram l l .

The law o{ the outpost can thus be formulated:

Once the attacker has succeeded in conquering the open fi le and entrench.
ed himself on the entry point the consistent continuation of the attack is form-
ed by the uti l ization of the attacking possibil i t ies produced thereby.

Biack must drive away the outpost (Nds) with c7-c6 sooner or later, but
that wil l render the d-pawn backward and a target for attack. The game en-
lers a new srage,

ll l . The Backward Pawn as Target of the Attack - The Concept of the "Di-

rect" and "lndirect" Attack Against a Backward Pawn - The Hole,

The position of the pawn d6 (after c7-c6) is weak but not hopeless because
- in spite of enemy observation of the point d5 - there sti l l  exists the possi-
bil i ty of the advance d&d5. The situation is different when the c-pawn either
does not exist any more or alreadv stands on c5. In this case we hae a classi'
cal example of a backward pawn on an open fi le - absolute. In that case the
po in t  d5  {a f te r  c7-c5  D iagram l l )  can  be  ca l led  a  ho le .  The modus operand i
now consists of maneuvering against this pawn, identif ied by the fact that the
oawn is weak and that there is a hole on d5.

The backward pawn - in our case d6 - wil l be attacked one way of the
other. The intent is to force the guarding pieces into uncomfortable positions,

The d-pawn should not only be exposed to frontal attacks but also lateral
attacks and if possible attacks bv encirclement. The base for these maneuvers
is the hole, formerly our "entry point" d5.

We fo rmula te  thus :

1. All pieces must be directed toward the entry point {hole) to maintain
the pressure and eventually to invade the enemy camp across this point.

2, The entry point (especially one which has "progressed" to the designa-
tion hole) shall i f possible be occupied by different pieces one by one.

The resu l t  o f  th is  modus operand i  aga ins t  our  ta rge t  o f  a t tack  w i l le i ther
cons is t  o f  d i rec t  conquest  o f  i t  o r  i t  w i l l  lead  to  a  dec is ive  open ing  o f  a  f i le .
The las t  ment ioned maneuver  cons is ts  o f  the  fo l low ing :  A f te r  the  guard ing
pieces are forced into uncomfortable position (see above) White plavs e4-e5
{or  c4-c5)  wh;ch  means tha t  he  renounces  the  d i rec t  conquest  o f  the  goa l  fo r
wh ich  he  was l igh t ing  and takes  advantage o f  the  res t ra in t  o f  the  guard ing
enemy p ieces  fo r  a  dec is ive  break through ( lnvas ion  in to  the  7 th  o r  8 th  rank) .

The "suppor t  po in t "  o f  a  f i le  i s  one 's  own pawn on the  ne ighbor ing  f i le ,  i .e ,
pawn e4 fo r  the  d  f i le  i in  D iaqram I  l )  o r  pawn 96 fo r  the  h  f i le  {D iagram l l t )  -
the point respectively thus produced is our protected entry point. dS in Dia-
g r a m  l l ,  o r  h 7  i n  D i a g r a m  l l l .

Lawr The uti l ization of an open fi le consists in the occupation of the en-
try point {by pieces).

a) lf i t is a center f i le, the entry point is best occupied by a knight which
wi l l then  have an  unequa l led  rad ius  o f  ac t ion ,

b)  l f  i t  i s  a  f i le  on  the  r im,  a  rook  w j l l  be  se lec ted  to  in i t ia te  doub l ing  (con-
ques t  o f  the  f i le )  and eventua l  enc j rc lement .

In  case b)  (D iagram l l l iWh i te  moves Rh7!  [=  Occupat ion  o f  the  en t ry
po in t  on  the  r im f i le  w i th  a  rook l l ,  i f  the  invad ing  rook  is  exchanged by  an
oppos ing  enemy rook  ( to  p revent  doub l ing)  the  pawn 96 w i l l  become passed
and a powerful force, Because of this there arises a peculair

Change o f  ass ignments r  F i rs t  (be fore  Rh8sh7)  the  pawn (q6)  suppor ted
the  rook ,  la te r  (a f te r  , . .Rh8xh7 g6xh7 fo l lowed by  Ra 1-h  j ,  the  roek  5upp6r15
the  pawn,

In  case (a )  the  lawfu l  occupat ion  o f  the  en t ry  po in t  by  a  kn igh t  resu l ts  in  a
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This  s ta tement  b r ings  us  to  the  concept  o f  d i rec t  and ind i rec t  a t tack  agar r  .1
the  enemy pawn.  I  ca l l  i t  d i rec t  when i t  j s  a  p la in  a t tack  by  p ieces ,  in  wh ich
case the aim is the direct conquest of the object of the fight.

I  ca l l  " ind i rec t "  the  a t tack  by  a  pawn on a  pawn (e4-e5 l ) ,  in  tha t  case the
alm is not the conquest of the object of the fight but the conquest of the r er_
ra in .

rg ,r.
A t

t t
t tg a

t :

The characteristic position
pos i t ion  o f  a  game Nimzo-
witsch-Shories Ostende 1907.

Direct attack against
the pawn e5 (Oc7, Nc6, Nq6).

tndirect attack against pawn e5.
See Diagram lV' The direct {= attack with pieces against the pawn a5)

would be here Nf3-d2,b3.

The indirect (= pawn attack) however would consist of b2,b4, ln the first
case the object of the fight is conquered; in the second case terrain {the pawn
becomes passed).

Th is  g ives  the  f  o l low ing  ru le  fo r , 'd i rec t , ,  and, , ind i rec t , ,  a t tack :
As a general rule the direct attack should be applied first; as a consequence

the opponent's guarding pieces are forced into uncomfortable posil ions. On_
ly then is the indirect attack launched in order to conquer terrain bV renounc_
ing the direct conquest of the object of the batrle.
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Before we turned our spotlight on the weakness of the pawn position c5,

d6; but naturally c6. d5 presents a sufficient attack object which however is

harder to exPlolt.

We cont inue now wi th  a  game in  wh ich  we exp la in  in  de ta i l  the  scheme o f

the principles we have demonstrated. We selected on of Tarrasch's games be'

cause in its motives it is simple and claer.

RuY LoPez

White: Dr. Tarrasch Black :  Johann Berger

1e2-e4 e7-e5 2 Ng1-f3 Nb8'c6 3 B{1'b5 a7'a6 4 Bb5'a4 Ng8-f6 5 Nb1'c3

Bf8-b4 6 Nc3-d5 Bb4e7 7 d2-d3 d7'd6.

We have the characteristic position W: e4 and d3 against e5 and d6. The

tendency is to transfer into the characteristic position e4, d4 against e5, d6 l

ca l l the  la te r  charac ter is t i c  pos i t ion  "A t tack  pos i t ion  aga ins t  Defense pos i t ion

in the Center,"

I Nd5-b4 Bc8-d7 9 Nb4xc6 Bd7xc6 10 Ba4xc6t b7xc6

V I I

t L % / z
t t

t z
t

r l
'&t% '/2

Due to the doubling of the c'pawn the character of the position has essen'

tially changed, The weakness of the characteristic position {e4, d3, c2 against

e5, d6, c7 , c6) shows up for B lack when we examine his possibil i t ies for action

in  the  center :  l t  i s  assumed tha t  he  w i l l  eventua l l y  p lay  d&d5.  Now he has

two possibil i t ies: Either dxe (but then the doubled pawns c6, c7 wil l be isolat'

ed and certainly a disadvantage) or d5-d4. This move (d4), as we wil l eventual-

ly demonstr€te ln the laws oi transferance, presents the attempt to transler

the attack from e4-d3, namely by following up with c6c5-c4

l f  the  b-pawn is  s t i l l  l i ned  up  on  i t s  o r ig ina l  f i l e ,  then Whi te  cou ld  no t  p re-

vent the movement of the c-pawn by b2-b3 because Black gets support by b7-

b5. But here this lsn't possible any more, and the c"pawn is impeded. From

th is  one sees  tha t  the  doub l ing  c6 ,  c7  causes  a  d iminu t ion  o f  B lack 's  poss ib i l i -

ty of action in the center.

11 0-0 0-0 12 Qd1-e2 cEcE

In order to uti l ize the former b-pawn (now pawn cO) which aims at prevent-

ing d3'd4. However it was better to omit cocs in order to give up the center

after d3-d4. In that case Black wouid have the e fi le and the compact, pawn
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mass work ing  toward  the  center  as  compensat ion .

The most important function of the pawn c6 consists in the fact that it im-
pedes the  enemy 's  u t i l i za t ion  o f  the  d  f i le  (wh ich  means Nd5,  see open f i les ) .

13 c2-c3

Not  qu i te  t ime ly ,  i t  s ins  aga ins t  our  law:  The charac ter is t i c  pos i t ion  sha l l  be
ut i l i zed  a t  f i r s t  in  the  fo rm in  wh ich  i t  i s .  There{ore  f i rs t  the  kn igh t  maneuver
f3"d2-c4-e3 should be played, lt is interesting that Steinitz also recommends
the same maneuver "to let Black suffer with the disadvantage of the double
pawn as long as possible." (To be found in Tarrasch's "300 Chess Games",
page 231.) This deep statement contains the first bud of my system of the
characteristic position.

13...Nfed7 14 dld4 e5xd4 15 c3xd4 Be7-f6 16 Bc1-e3 c5xd4 17 Be3xd4
Rf8-e8 18 Oe2-c2.

The favorable characteristic position e4 against d6, c7, f7 finds in the weak-
ness of the c-pawn {a backward pawn on an open fi le!) a new momentum in
favor  o f  Whi te .  But  the  advantage is  on ly  min ima l

18...Bf6xd4 19 Nf3xd4 Nd7-c5

In games of that t ime a frequent example of salvation of a backward pawn
beh ind  a  p iece ,  espec ia l l y  beh ind  a  kn igh t .

20 12.t3

Safeguards the center which shall be the support for the later uti l ization of
the  d  f i le !  l f  now i t  remains  s ta t i c ,  i t  w i l l s t i i l  be  most  no t icab le  th ru  the  la -
tent threat of an advance (e4-e5) during the entire course of the game {see my
laws concern ing  the  center ) ,

20...Od8-f6 21 Rt1-d1 Be8-bg 22 Ral-b1 a&a5 23 Kgl-h1!

A splendld i l iustration of our dogma of the latent cooperation of the cen"
ter.

Because o f  the  advance e4-e5! !  OxeS Nc6 wh ich  now wou ld  have fa i led  on
account of the queen's check on e3.

This threat, respectivelV the latent cooperation of the center, induces the
opponent  to  b r ing  h is  p ieces  in to  a l l  k inds  o f  unnatura l  pos i t ions  to  counter -
act the danger,

23... Rb8-b6!

There  we have i t !

24 Nd+e2l

A ims a t  d5 ,  u t i l i za t ion  o f  the  d  f i le .

24...Nc5-e6 25 Ne2-c3 Rb0c6 26 Qc2-a4

Not  on ly  a t tacks  the  rook  c6 ,  bu t  a lso  the  po in t  c6  conta in ing  the  tenden-
cy  to  immobi l i ze  the  ob jec t  o f  the  a t tack  f i xed  by  Nd5,  and immobi l i ze  i t
through a later Oc6.
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26...Rc6c5 27 Nc3d5 OfGdS 28 Rb1-cl Rxcl 29 Rdlxcl

Now Oc6 is threatened. lf Nc5 then Oc6 Ra7 e4"e5l Aqain the latent co-
operation of the center.

29-..c7-c5

But now d6 is back\,vard, and the point d5 gains in importance {see our ex-
p lanat ions) .

30 Rcl-dl Need4! 31 Oa4c4

The pieces - according to our law - aim at the entry point. This indicated
maneuvering, indicated through the weakness of d6 and d5 is now apparent,
namely Ne3, Od5, Nc4. This "change of place" i l lustrates also our law con-
cerning the alternating occupation of the point of entry by different piecesl

31...Ra8-b8 32 b2-b3 Rb8-c8?

A mistake, which forces the game out of the train of logical development.
The latter consisted, as stated, in maneuvering against d6 (which pawn shall be
attacked first one way then another way) which would have forced the enemy
pieces into uncomfortable positions. lf there wasn't anything better, then the
d-pawn could be attacked after exchanging the Nd4 by Nd5c3-e2. Then it
only seems that attack and defense hold each other in the balance: queen and
rook versus queen and rook. In reality the e-pawn wil l be the third attacker,
namely e4"e5 at the right moment, and wins, And so the threatening advance
- made a reality - would have brought about the decision.

After the text move blunder White does not have an easv but forced win.
He plays

33 Rxd4 cxd 34 Nd5e7t! (not OxcS OxcB 35 NeTt K8 36 NxcS d3 and
Black wins) 34...Oxe7 35 OxRcSt Of8 36 OxfSt lQf8

and Whi te  w ins  due to  h is  d is tan t  passed pawn,  Th is  end ing  is  un impor tan t
right now for "our system".

(Nimzowitsch developed other Doints in further articles which would take
us far beyond our subject, I append the remaining moves of this game,)

37 Kgl Ke7 38 Kf2 d5 39 e5 Ke6 40 Ke2 Kxe5 41 Kd3 h5 42 a3 h4 43
b4 axb 44 axb Kd6 45 Kxd4 Kc6 46 b5t? Kxb5 47 Kxd5 Kb4 48 Kd4
KbS 49 Ke5 Kc4 50 K{4 Kd4 51 Kg4 Ke5? 52 Kxh4 Kf4 53 Khs Kf5 54
s3 Kf6 55 Kg4 Ks6 56 Kf4 KfO 57 Ke4 Ke6 58 Kd4 Kd6 59 Kc4 KcG 60
f4 Kd6 61 Kd4 Ke6 62 Kcs Ke7 63 Kd5 Kd7 64 Ke5 Ke7 65 f5 f6t 66
Kd5 Kd7 67 h3 Ke7 68 Kc6 Ke8 69 h4 Ke7 70 Kc7 Ke8 71 Kd6 Kd8 72
Ke6 Ke8 73 h5 Kt8 74 h6 Resigns.
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APPendix Two

A Modern Fantasy About a Tschigorin Theme *
(1 e2-e4 e7-e6 2 Ae2)

by A. Nimzow jtsch

As is so often the case, the sudden groMh of the seeminqly steri le variation
Oe2 was a consequence of an awareness which in itself is to be taken as neithef
important or complete in any way. The Danish analyst Dr. Krause noticed
dur ing  one o f  h is  sa far is  th rough the  land o f  open ing  theory  tha t  Tsch igor in 's
variation I e4 e6 2 Oe2 c5 3 d3 with a later f4, was also playable without
Oe2. As one wil l admit without ado, this realization is not exactly earth snaK-
ing, Also it only concerns one detail, which is the question as to how the
pawn structure d3, e4, f4 should be prepared in the best technical manner.
Dr. Krause and I did some exploratjon with respect to this discovery. The
results however surpassed all expectations and gained undreamed-of impor,
tance for the whole of chess theory, especially for the Dutch and Sicil ian De-
fenses. In the following paragraphs I wil l present some games, which I analyze
in detail to clearly elucidate the development of the new variation (one couro
actually say its embryology).

ln the internalional master tournament at Copenhagen in 1923, J. Moller
surprised me with the following innovation. White: Nimzowitsch Black: J.
Mdler. 1d2-d4r7-t5 2 c2-c4 Ng8-f6 3 Nb1-c3 d7-d6. One is definitety in-
c l ined  to  agree w i th  Te ichmann ( in  the  tournament  book)  in  ca l l ing  th is  move
inferior. There followed 4 Ng1"f3 Nb&c6! Now Black apparently wants to
play e7-e5 because Oe7 as preparation for this position is entirely unnecessary
{the interesting detailof Krausel). There is indeed no apparent advantage for
White after 5 92-93 e7-e5 6 dxe dxe 7 Oxd8t KxdS or 6...NxeS and the loss
o{ castl ing is more than compensated for by the two pawns e5 and fS. Tnere-
fore I decided to play 5 Bc1-f4 and there fo owed 5...h7-h6 6 h2-h4 Nfeg4.
A l l  o f  th is  accord ing  to  Dr .  Krause,  And now -  w i l l y  n i l l y  -  |  had  to  move
7 d4-d5. ln this crit ical position l\46ller moved 7...Nc&es after which the an-
swer I e2-e4 would have given the advantage to White, i.e. I e4 fxe g Nxeb
dxe 10  Bg3 { in  the  game the  somewhat  weaker  I  Bxes  dxe  g  e4  e6 l  1O Nh2
(still the best because it threatens Bc') was played after which, instead of the
dub ious  acceptance '10 , . .Oxh4 11  Nxg4 l ,  the  s imp le  re t rea t  10 . ._Nf6  118d3
BcS (dxe? f4)would have made Black's position safe.).

In a correspondence game against me Dr. Krause (see Diagram l) played
much stronger; he played 7...e7-e5! This move improves the whole variation
immense ly  {see D iagram I  l ) .
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The pawn sacrif ice involved in 7. .e5 I dxc6 e5xf4 9 cxb BxbT 10 Od4

seems to offer Black good chances after the waiting move 10 'Od7 lf White

now p lays  a t  once 11  Ox{4  then 1 '1 . . .Be7 fo l lowed by  Bf6  resu l ts  in  a  t remen '

dous poiit ion. However, if White wants to move something else first (to keep

the central queen position as long as possible) then he is at a loss for a move

because 11 GOO leaves f2 unprotected and after 11 Rd'1 a6 12 Rh3 (artif i '

cial, but the rook wants to go to the other side) GGo already threatens Be7

because OxgT fails on account of the combination Nxf2 Kxf2 Bh4t wjth

Oxg7.

For these reasons, in the above mentioned positign 7.. 'e7-e5 seems not on-

ly to be playable but even completely sound. In the mentioned correlpon'
jence game.there followed (from Diagram ll) Sd5xe6e p After 8"'Bc8xe6

the  game cont inued:

White: N imzowitsch Black: Krause

9 g2-93!
This in any case extraordinarily interesting pawn sacrif ice, whose point l ies

in the secessionistic appearing bishop maneuver of moves I 1, and 12, com-

prises the only hidden way to breath l ife lnto the game; in similar positions

there had been much less colorfully played after the moves: I Nf3 f5 2 c4

Nc6 3 d4 d6 4 Bf4 hO 5 h4 Nf6 6 e3 Ng4 7 db e5! 8 dxe ep' Bxe6, the

move 9 Nc3 {the game Brinckmann-Krause, Nordic l\4aster Tournament

1924) ,  There  fo l lowed:  9 ' . .96  1O Nd4 Od7 11 Be2Bg7 '12  Nxe6 Oxe6 13

NdsO0-0  14Rbl  (perhaps  14Oa4was pre ferab le?)  95 !  15B93Nf6 !  16

Nxf6  Bx f6  17  Kf l  Be5 18  Bh2 Bxh2 19  Rxh2 Ne5!  Th is  cent ra l  pos i t ion

is definitely decisive. 20 Od4 Kb8 21 b4 Rd'18 22 +4 Nc6 23 Od2 94 24

93 Rf-d8. White stands inferior. 25 b5 Ne7 26 Bd3 d5 27 c5 d4 28 Rh'e2

6os 29 e+ Oxcs 30 e5 and Black won through occupation of e3 or c3 bv

the Ne7 in a few more moves.

In the correspondence game there followed:
9 .... Be6xc4

10 Nfld4 0d8-d7
11 Bf l -h3 ! !  s7 .s6
12 Bh3's2ll

The forced move 97-96 weakens Black's resources in the variation l2 d5

13 Nxc6 bxc  14  b3  Bb4? because now (due to  96)  Od4 wou ld  w in  a  p iece ' .



The question is therefore important whether or not 97-96 rn spite of every
th ing  shou ld  have been omi t ted .  Of  course  the  th rea t  was  12  Nxfs  Oxf5  13
e2-e4,  however  B lack  wou ld  be  ab le  to  de fend h imse l f  aga ins t  tha t  w i th  1 '1 . . .
Nxd4 12  Oxd4 Be6 13  Bxg4 fxg  l4  OG0 and now 14. . .a6  or  14 . . .b6 .  Here
also the Black position is severlv threatened because e2-e4 wil l make the Black
pawn major i t y  i l l usory ,  and the  Whi te  rooks  -  a f te r  Kb1 and Rd3 -  w i l l  be
very mobile.

White has constructed a threatening position on the c fi le and therefore
forces the oooonent to act.

B{8-c5!
gGs5!

12  . " . .
13 Nd4xc6
14 b2-b3
15 Ra1-c1

16 0-0

1 7 . . . .
18  Rc lxc5

1 9 . . . .
2O Ad1-c2
21 Qc2xc6
22 Nd5-e7l
23 Ne7xc6
24 g3xt4
25 a2-a4

d6d5
b7xc6
Bc4-a6

 l

17 Nc3xd5!
I had figured this out before.

Bad wou ld  have been 17  hxg hxg 18  Bxqs  because o f  Rh5 19  Bh4? Rxh4
20 hxg Od6.

95xf4
G O o t !

Exce! len t ly  p layed!  A f te r  '18 . . .cxd  19  Rxd5 Oe6 20 Od4 G0 21 Rd7
OfO {21...Nf6? 22 Bdsll 22 8xa8 Oxd4 23 Rxd4 Rxa8 24 Rxf4 White has
the  advantage.  i .e .  24 . . .Re8 25  Re l l

19 Rc5xc6
The start of a beautiful combination. Bad would be 19 Nc3 because of

Oe7 and if 19 Ra5 Bb7 20 Nc3 Og7 2'l Ocl fxg and wins in rhe attack.
Bb7
Bb7xc6
Od7xc6
Kc8-b7
Rd8-d2
Kb7-b6
Rd2xe2
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26 b7b4l
The correspondence game is continuing from this position. The chances

are about even. White has a pawn for the exchange and an attack against the
k ing  desp i te  the  reduced mater ia l .  Wi thout  w ish inq  to  take  in to  cons idera t ion
the final result, we have already the firm impression here that the en passant
capture on move I leads to a position in which White with quiet play - if he
protects the c4 pawn by e3 - gets into an inferior position, and furthermore
that by ignoring the c4 pawn, the fianchetto 9 92-93 brings about a picture
full of imaginat;on which however with correct counterplay does not produce

a w in ,

That e7-e5 is feasible and defies all counter-pressures is shown by the above
very interesting game; this raises the question as to whether one should permit

the move e5. This experiment occurred in the game:

White: Lowenborg Black :  Krause
Copenhagen '1924

1d4t5 2 c4d6 3 Nf3 NcG 4 Nc3 Nf6 5 e3 e5 6 q3 Be7 Correct here is 96.
7 Bg2 0-0 8 a3 Timely here was 00 for example I O0 Ne4 I Nxe4 fxe l0
Nd2 exd 1 | Nxe4 Bf6 12 f4 with somb plav for White. 8.'Qe8 Here Ne4,
as follows in the game a move later, was immediately indicated. The queen

witl be able to go to e7 later on. To understand the position requires the fore

sight to grasp the knowledge that the possible push e4 or d5 rcspectively can
only occur after suitable preparations take place. 9 b4 Ne4! 10 Bb2 Nxc3
11 Bxc3 Bf6 12 O0 95? Positional measures were, in my opinion, indicated
before all otherc. i.e. 12.,.Nd8 then Nf7 and Be6 or 72...8d7 or finally even
12.,.exd exd. Af7, Od3, Re8. 13 b5? Unnecessary weakening. Why not sim'
p$ Ad2? On 13...94 there follows Nel or even Nh4 with a later push f3.
Generally here gS has weakened the Black king wing without accomplishing
anything on the other side. After 13 Ad2 and Bacll White has strong pressure

on the position in the center and the advantage' 13'.Ndg 14 dxes dxes 15
e414 16h3 Kh8 17 g4! h5 18 Nd2? The accepted marching route was self'
evidently Nf&el-d3 and eventually further after b4 and d5. 18,,,K97 An un'
realizable dream of attack: much better was completing development by Nf7
and Be6, 1913cF The preference isstill Nf7 then Be6. 20 bxc6 e.p. Nxc6
21 Rabl a5? An ugly nove and thoroLrghly without basis! 21',.b6 then Be6
or Ba6 coulct stit l  be otaved. 22 Rb5 Oe7 23 Oa1! Be6 24 Rlbl RabS 25
BxaS With this, Black is /ost. 25...Nxa5 26 Rxa5 Oc7 27 Rbs Bd7 28 Rds
Bc6 29 Rd3 Be7 30 Oc3 Bcst 31 Kh2 Rag 32 Rb3 Rf6 Again Black lets
himself be led astray from the mating attack. By Rfde he had a good chance
of drawing the game, Whlte can only have a good chance of winning if he can
b ng the knight to d5. After RfdS this knight position could not be reached.
33 Nb1! Rh8 34 Oc1 Oc8 35 Nc3 hxq 36 fxg Oxg4 37 NdS Rfh6 38 Oc3
Oe6 39 OaS Be3 40 OcTt lt6 41 NeTt White lets himself be bluffed! 41
Nxe3 won easily, i.e. 41...Rxh3t l<gl etc. 41.-.Kt6 42 Rd6? Black sets mate
in 4 moves by Rxh3t, Bxh3, Rxh3t, Kg2, f3t!and Rhl tnate. A piquant



(Notes for the following games are omitted due to space limitations)

Nimzowitsch - Krause, Copenhagen 1924: 1d4 f5 2 Nf3 Nf6 3 Bf4 d6 4
e3 hO 5  h4  Nc6 6  db  e5  7  dxc l  ex f  8  Bb5 b6 !  9  ex f  d5 !  10  G0 BcS 11 93
Ne4 12 Ks2 95  13  Ne5!  G0!  14  hxg !  hxg  15  Ohs Of6  16  t3 ! l  Nd6 17  Nc3
Be6 '18 fxg! Oxe5 19 Og6t Og7 20 Oxe6t Q+7 21 AxfTI KxfT 22 Bd3 Bd4
23 Nxd5 Bxb2 14  Rae l  RaeS 25 NxcT Rxe l  26  Rxe ' l  Rc8 27  NdSl  Rxc6
28 ReTt Fbsigns 28...K96 29 Nf4t Kxgs 30 Be6 threatens mate Bf6 3l c4!

Nimzowitsch - Anton Olson, Copenhagen 1924: 1 14 c5 2 e4 Nc6 3 d3 96
4 c 4 l l B s 7  5 N c 3 b 6  6 N f 3  B b 7  7 s 4 !  e 6  8 B s 2  N e 7  9 N b 5 l ! d 6  1 0 G 0 a 6
1 1 N a 3 O 0  1 2  A e 2  a d i  1 3  B e 3  N b 4  1 4  N c 2 !  B x b 2  1 5 R a b l  B c 3  1 6  N x b 4
Bxb4 1 7 Bc1 | f6 18 Bb2 e5 1 9 95 Nc6 20 gxf Og4 21 fxe dxe 22 Oe3 Ohs
23 Ng5 Bc8 24t7J Kg7 25 Of4l Kh6 26 Ne6t exf 27 Bg7 mate.
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