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FOREWORD

It will readily be belicved that I have read this
short history of the Armies of India, written by
Major MacMunn and illustrated by Major Lovett,
with the greatest interest. Having spent so many
eventful years of my life in India, and having been
so intimately associated with the Indian Army, in
peace and war, I think that no one is better able
than myself to esteem that Army at its proper value,
as regards what it has—uwith the help of British
traiming and example—achieved in the past, or to
appreciate what it is capable of doing in the future
under the same conditions. And this intimate know-
ledge of its capabilities enables me to realize to the
Sullest extent the enormous responsibility which rests
upon all who are concerned with the administration
and handling of such a splendid and potent machine.
1t is most imperfectly known in England, and often
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vi THE ARMIES OF INDIA

insufficiently understood in India, how diverse and
divergent in many respects are the numerous races
which we enlist into our Indian Army—in creed, in
customs, in temperament, and traditions. Yet each
and all of these factors must be attentively studied,
and the most careful consideration given to the
difference of treatment they impose in arranging
the conditions of service for such widely different
idiosyncrasies, if we would maintain and develop
the fighting efficiency of our Indian soldiers, and
the strength of the bonds of loyalty and devotion
by which they are attached to our service. Major
MacMunn's masterly review of the methods by
which the existing army has attained its present
state of perfection will greatly help to a proper
understanding for the necessity of carefully study-
ing the varying characteristics of the several Indian
races ; while the admirable illustrations by Major
Lovett clearly depict the fine physical types we
have in our Indian soldiers. For these reasons I
cordially recommend this book to all who are
interested in the welfare and prosperity of our
great Indian Army-—more particularly to all
officers of the British and Indian Services whose
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duty must constantly bring them into contact with
Indian troops.

In conclusion, let me say that no account of the
Armies of India would be complete which did not
include a description of the Imperial Service Troops
organized and maintained by the Rulers of the
great Feudatory States of Hindustan ; and I am
pleased, therefore, to see that the origin and develop-
ment of these fine, serviceable troops are fully set
Sorth in this volume. Encouraged by the British
Government, and advised and assisted by British
officers, these corps—personally led by their own
Princes—have more than justified the high expecta-
tions formed of them when their organization was
Jfirst proposed ; and they constitute, at the present
time, a moral and material accession of strength to
the paramount power which can hardly be overrated.

The joint authors of this interesting volume have
done their work well, and I hope that their interest-
ing and instructive narrative will have the wide
circulation which it deserves.

ROBERTS, F.M.
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THE ARMIES OF INDIA

CHAPTER 1

THE ARMY OF THE HONOURABLE EAST INDIA
COMPANY

¢ By the legion’s road to Rimini.”

Tue English have as yet ruled in India barely
one-half the time that the Romans ruled in
Britain, though their rule in the East has much
in common with that of Rome north of the
Channel. For the last century and a half have
the English legions, European and Indian, tramped
the trunk roads of Hindustan as those of Rome
tramped Merry England before it was England
at all. Up and down the length and breadth of
India, as up and down Watling Street and the
Via Fossa, or up and down “the legion’s road to
Rimini,” at the legion’s pace, have tramped those

English legions since Clive decided that there
1 1
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should be one king and not a dozen in India,
and that one, neither French nor Dutch nor
Portuguese.

And the marvel of it all is that these tramping
disciplined legions are not the beef and porridge
and potato-reared lads of the Isles, but for the
most part men of the ancient races of Hindustan,
ruled and trained and led after the manner of
the English.

From the doorkeepers and trained bands that
first guarded the factories of the early merchants,
the army of John Company Bahadur grew and
prospered, by the secret of ever-increasing scope
and labour, till it became the great shako-clad
army of the Line that vanished for the most part
in the tragedy of ’57.

Of the three great presidential armies, the
larger part, that of Bengal, and part of that of
Bombay, disappeared, and with it the glorious
record of successful war and faithful service, in a
storm of unreasoned and uncalled-for mutiny, that
buried in a month the tradition of a century.

The army that now upholds the Empire of
Hindustan, is based on a systematic grouping of
men by race and sept and clan, with a view to the
full development of race efficiency.
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CORPS PRESENT AT THE SIEGE AND ASSAULT OF DELHI, 1857

57TH

9TH

HobpsoN’s HORSE
(Hodson's Horse)

WILDE'S RIFLES

(Frontier Force)

1ST

KING GEORGE'S
OwWN SAPPERS
AND MINERS

2IST PRINCE
ALBERT VICTOR’S
OwN CAVALRY
(Frontier Force)
(Daly’s Horse)

55TH
COKE's RIFLES
{Frontier Force)

22ND
SAM BROWNE'S
CAVALRY
(Frontier Force)

2ND KING
EDWARD'S OWN
GURKHA RIFLES
(The Sirmoor Rifles)

3RD QUEEN
ALEXANDRA’S
OWN GURKHA
RIFLES

10TH DUKE OF CAM-

BRIDGE'S OWN
LLANCERS

32ND SIKH PIONEERS

QUEEN'S OWN CORPS
OF GUIDES
(Lumsden’s)

54TH SIKHS
{Frontier Force)

127TH QUEEN

-MARY's OwN

BALUCH LIGHT
INFANTRY

56TH PUNJABI
RIFLES
(Frontier Force)
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ARMY OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY 3

This careful grouping has been the subject of
much attention during the last twenty years, and
has called for a thorough study of the clans and
tribal systems of India, ending in a method of
recruiting which is remarkable, and of a rank
and file which is numerous and admirable. It
is also well calculated to prevent the decline of
martial qualities, which follows so quickly in the
East on an era of peace. The results of twenty
years of this system it is the object of this book
to deseribe and illustrate. To arrive, however, at
the present stage, and to understand that vast
organization by class and clan which are illustrated
herein, it is necessary to trace the rise of the armies
of India through their separate presidential exist-
ence, to one vast whole.

It is proposed to deal with the subject in the
following order :—

The Army of the Honourable East India Company.
The Army of the Great Mutiny.

The Armies as transferred to the Crown.

The Military clans and tribes.

The Indian Army of to-day.

The Armies of the Feudatory States.

The army of great John Company tookits origin
from three separate nuclei, separated by many
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miles of road and sea and hostile territory.
These three centres originated in, first, “an ensign
and thirty men,” reinforced by a ““gunner and his
crew,” stationed in Bengal towards the end of the
seventeenth century ; second, a detachment sent
to garrison Bombay, the dower of Catherine of
Braganza, Charles the Second’s bride; and third,
the forming of companies and soldiers from factory
doorkeepers and watchmen in Madras. These
curiously haphazard beginnings were the unmedi-
tated foundations of three immense armies of
horse, foot, and artillery.

The raising of actual native regiments was first
undertaken by the French, and it was due to the
coming struggle for mastery in Southern India
that we owe the first conception of a regular native
army. In 1748 Dupleix raised several battalions
of Musalman soldiery armed in the European
fashion in the Carnatic, and a few years later
Stringer Lawrence followed suit in Madras. The
distances that separated the three presidencies
resulted in each force growing up on divergent
principles and with different organizations, of which
the ill results survive to some extent even to this
day. European companies were formed from de-
tachments sent from England, from runaway sailors,
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ARMY OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY 5

men of disbanded French corps, from Swiss and
Hanoverians, from prisoners of war, and any white
material in search of a livelihood. In 1748 the
regular European corps of the Company’s service,
who now form part of the British Line and the
Royal Artillery, were first formed from these
heterogeneous detachments and scattered com-
panies. In 1754 the first Royal troops came to
take their share in garrisoning the East Indies, the
89th foot being the “first in the Indies.” By 1759,
two years after Plassey, six regular native battalions
existed in Madras, and a few years later similar
corps were formed in Bombay.

During the constant wars with the French,
with Mysore and the Mahrattas, the presidential
armies grew and developed and were brigaded. In
1798 the fall of Pondicherry for the last time ended
once and for all the power of the French in India,
though their influence lasted for many years after,
and even in the year of grace 1911 there are old
native officers to be found in the Feudatory States
who can drill their men in French. When this
great struggle came to an end, and Lord Cornwallis
had humbled the Tiger of Mysore, and, after the
manner of the Eng]ish, given him one more chance,
it became high time to put some organization and
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system into the mass of troops that had grown up
during the years of war. So in 1795 we come
upon the first general reconstruction, on a definite
principle, throughout the three armies. At this
date there were 13,000 Europeans in the country,
King’s and Company’s, and some 24,000 native
troops in Bengal and Madras respectively, with
9000 in Bombay. The reorganization took the
accepted form of collecting artillery companies
into battalions, cavalry troops into regiments, and
forming the infantry into two-battalion regiments.
This of course meant renumbering the whole of the
battalions in each of the three armies except the
first half, and incurring the usual dislike of corps
for a change of the number under which they have
won fame, however necessary that be. The
uniforms of corps were more strictly assimilated
to those of the King’s troops, and a regular army
came into being.
The result was as follows :—

Bengal.—FEuropean Artillery. Three battalions of 5 com-
panies each.
European Infantry.  Three battalions of 10 com-
panies each.
Native Cavalry. Four regiments.
Native Infantry. Twelve regiments of 2 bat-
talions.
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ARMY OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY 7

Madras—European Infantry. Two battalions of 10 com-

panies.

Artillery. Two European battalions of 5 com-
panies each, with 15 companies of lascars.

Native Cavalry. Four regiments.

Native Infantry. Eleven regiments of 2 bat-
talions.

Bombay.—European Artillery. Six companies.

European Infantry. Two battalions of 10 com-
panies.

Native Infantry. Four regiments of 2 battalions
and a marine battalion.

In those days the whole of India swarmed with
men of military predilections. The Afghan races,
who for the last sixty years have been cribbed and
confined to their own hills, wandered at will through
the land to sell their sword to the highest bidder.
Every native chief had Arab and Afghan soldiery.
Afghan soldiers of fortune, on the waning of the
Mogul authority, had hacked their way to power
and were forming principalities. The Rohillas, the
descendants of Afghan and Turki settlers, still pre-
served many of their original characteristics, and
drew fresh recruits from relatives in the border
hills.

The old coast armies were largely filled by these
adventurers or their half-bred children, or else by
low-caste men, who on European food and with
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European leading gladly fought the high - caste
races that had oppressed them. The irregular
horse, which came into being in Lord Lake’s time,
was largely recruited from the soldiers of fortune
and masterless men that broke away from the
falling fortunes of the crumbling States. It should
be remembered that in few cases were the rulers
then going down before us more than mushroom
kings—adventurers who had themselves displaced
the old rulers or the old Mogul governors; in hardly
any case had they more claim to power than “the
good old rule ; the simple plan.” The slackening of
the Mogul authority had been the signal for a vast
scramble among the free-lances, in which the
cruelty and oppression endured by the long-suffer-
ing peasantry was beyond belief. To every district
from which British successes had driven the free-
lance and the alien Schwartzreiter, the British
uniform and the white face were a sign of
freedlom and mercy, when the peasant dare till
the field and the woman creep out from her
hovel.

Then, too, because in every land, but more
especially in the East, it is good to be on the
winning side, soldiers of all kinds flocked to the
Company’s colours, and the leader of free-lances

*
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tried to preserve some izzat' in serving the new
master, who at any rate paid regularly.

In 1798 Lord Mornington, later the Marquis
Wellesley, « The great Marquis,” became Governor-
General, and, seeing farther ahead than most,
realized that whatever the folk at home would say,
the British in the East must either go forward or be
overwhelmed, and that forthwith, and so determined
that however so much others might care to fritter
away an empire, he would have none of it. Already
far-seeing men had settled that there was to be one
European power in Hindustan, fighting the French
wherever they found them, and Lord Mornington
had determined that there should not only be one
European power, but only one paramount power in
the Peninsula. With the fall of the French State,
French soldiers of fortune had drifted to most of
the native courts of India, ready to minister to the
desire for what then seemed the secret of power,
troops trained on the European model. Mahratta
and Musalman States, alarmed at the might of the
English, were preparing to destroy the power of the
Company. Buonaparte himself was openly traffick-
ing with Tippoo in Mysore, with Scindia, with
Holkar and the Bhonsla, the leading chiefs of the

1 Prestige.
2
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Mahratta confederacy, while the French Isles of
France and Bourbon harboured privateers to prey
on the Indiamen, and formed a base for designs on
India itself.

So the great Marquis started forth himself to
strike first, lest worse befall. Tippoo, the Tiger of
Mysore, profiting little by the chance given him six
years earlier by Lord Cornwallis, again broke a
lance, and fell once and for all to General Harris.
Arthur Wellesley and Stevenson broke the power
of Scindia in two pitched battles and a dozen
successful sieges and assaults. General Lake, the
Commander-in-Chief, led his troops from Bengal
against the chief gatherings of the Mahrattas,
defeating Scindia’s trained forces, the army that
De Boigne and Perron had organized with such
care, at Deig and Laswarrie. Delhi fell, the old
blind Mogul was rescued from his Mahratta
jailers and pensioned, and Holkar was chased by
Lake for 850 miles, till he fled to his own country.

Then came the swing back of the pendulum,
and the British took reverses that lessened their
hold on the imagination of the East for many years
to come. General Lake left the final pursuit of
Holkar to a force under Colonel Monson of the
76th Foot, and that officer followed far away from
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ARMY OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY 11

his own base and into the season of the rains, till
Holkar, tampering with his auxiliaries, and even
with his regular troops, turned on him. Monson was
compelled to retire, and the withdrawal gradually
changed to a flight, and the flight to a debacle,
despite the heroism of his Europeans, and some of
his native troops. The second reverse was the
Commander-in-Chief’s failure to take Bhurtpore,
the capital of a Hindu State. Time after time were
his columns, usually headed by the 76th Foot, hurled
back from the impracticable breaches with heavy
loss, till at last the old soldier reluctantly determined
to abandon the siege of the great mud fortress ;
and for years after, when our action was thought
high-handed, we were told to “go bully Bhurtpore.”
With the exception of these two failures, the three
years’ campaign against the Mahrattas was con-
spicuous by its success, and by the treaties which
brought the States concerned, not within the actual
British Empire, but to a definite state of allied
feudatories, with in many cases their power for
evil at any rate much curtailed.

There is an old medal, so old that its youngest
wearer has long passed to his rest, which com-
memorates the days when the great sepoy army
was evolving itself in the school of experience as an
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army of the Line, in battle and march and siege,
earning much fame in the process. It bears the
inscription, “To the Army of India,” and its tally
of clasps includes the history of the wars of the
Marquis Wellesley, of Arthur Wellesley, his
brother, and General Gerard Lake, the Commander-
in-Chief, as well as the later victories of Lord Moira
and Malcolm and Hislop. ¢ Assaye,” “ Argaum,”
“ Ghawilghur,”  “ Asseerghur,”  “Laswarrie,’
“ Allighur,” “ Battle of Deig,” * Capture of Deig,”
“ Battle of Delhi,” “ Defence of Delhi,” are among
the honours that the medal commemorates, and
which were borne on the colours of corps till, for
the most part of the Bengal Army, they were wiped
off the record in the whirlwind of Mutiny.

During these wars more regiments, both horse
and foot, were continually being raised, and after
them the army became still more regular and con-
trolled by regulation, in close touch with the
increasing garrison of King’s troops, and more and
more KEuropean in its dress and equipment.
Irregulars too were added to the army at this
period, and as the question of regulars versus
irregulars has been hotly argued in India in the
past, it may be well to understand the difference.
To-day, the Silladar Cavalry are the legitimate
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heirs of the old irregulars, and the whole native
army is largely modelled on what fifty years ago
was termed the Irregular System. The regular
army, both horse and foot, resembled in its organiza-
tion the British Line. The establishment of officers
resembled that of the King's service, and companies
and troops were commanded by the British officers,
while the native officers were but understudies
promoted by seniority, and not for efficiency, and
were men of great age. On the cross over the long
trench graves on the battlefield of Chillianwalla
are inscribed the names of two Brahman subadars,
and against their names is recorded their ages, 65
and 70. In war time men no doubt came to
commissioned rank earlier, but in peace under the
regular system the native officers were aged figure-
heads. In the irregular corps the British officers
were few, and native officers had definite command
of companies and troops, and came to great authority
and efficiency thereby. The irregular cavalry were
enlisted on the old system of the country—the sil-
ladar system—whereby in return for a sum down the
soldier came with horse, arms, and accoutrements
complete. This is the system which, considerably
developed, holds in the Indian cavalry to-day, with
the exception of the three light cavalry regular
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regiments of the old Madras cavalry, which still
exist as part of the old line, and which still wear
the French grey and silver of the old regular light
cavalry that played so leading a part in the Mutiny.

The irregulars were not esteemed at their worth
by the rest of the armys, till the wars in Afghanistan
and the Punjab showed the immense value of the
power of resource and initiative that they possessed.
This was probably accentuated by the fact that
while this spirit was far more present in all ranks
in the earlier wars, the Pax Britannica had killed
it among the peasantry and it only remained among
a smaller class.

It should be remembered that during the
earlier years of the nineteenth century the Indian
army fulfilled an essentially imperial role. The
reduction of the oversea colonies and naval stations
of our European enemies during the Napoleonic
wars was entrusted to it. The oversea expeditions
were numerous, and this power to commence
expeditions from a self-supporting base, was and is
one of the great strategical assets which India adds
to our imperial power.

So early as 1762, an expedition composed of
Madras troops took part in the war with Spain by
capturing Manila.
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In 1795, an expedition from India captured
Ceylon from the Dutch and French, the native
troops being from Madras, with the exception of
some artillery companies from
Bengal.

In 1795, an expedition from
Madras captured Amboyna and
the Spice Islands from the Dutch.

In 1801, a force from India
under Sir David Baird proceeded
to join the British force in Egypt,
the 2nd and 13th Bombay In-
fantry and some native artillery
taking part.

In 1803, a force of volunteers
from the Bengal army proceeded

¢ Native Officer,
forestalling the French. Osloutta Nativo Milltis,

1795,

In 1810, the depredations of
the French privateers on British commerce
demanded the capture of Mauritius (Ile de
France), Bourbon and Rodrigues. Expeditions,
in which Bombay and Madras corps and volunteer
battalions from the Bengal army took part, reduced
the islands with little difficulty.

In 1811, a large naval and military force
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proceeded to capture the Island of Java from the
Dutch and French. The troops included several
volunteer battalions from Bengal, and some horse
artillery and pioneers from Madras. The expedi-
tion met with considerable resistance, and was
entirely successful. Sir Samuel Auchmuty was in
command, and the famous Gillespie was one of
the brigadiers. The accounts of the actions, the
capture of Weltevrede and the like. read like
actions of the South African War. from the
well-known Dutch names which occur.

The end of the Mahratta Wars of 1803-4
meant no prolonged peace for the Indian Army.
In 1814 broke out the war with Nepal due to
Gurkha inroads, and after preliminary disasters
was brought to a successful conclusion when
General Ochterlony took the field—the terrible
“ Lony Ochter” of the lullaby—with fresh troops
and selected generals. From this time, after the
manner of the English, the conquered race was
formed into soldiers, and from it spring the Gurkha
battalions that are such a famous part of the
Indian Army of to-day.

In 1817 two causes once more involved India
in a far-reaching war. The Mahratta States, chafing
under treaties, and garrisons that prevented their
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overrunning the territories of their weaker neigh-
bours, were busy planning fresh resistance, while
allied with them and even a worse evil, were the
Pindaris. This was the name given to the
enormous bands of free-lances, who, seizing strong-
holds and forming centres wherever they pleased,
scourged the country round, swept and raided
where they listed, and brought half India to the
state of Europe in the days of Wallenstein and
Tilly. These vast bodies of masterless soldiery,
chiefly horse with many odd guns, had grown from
the gradual break-up of Mogul armies, and had
continually been reinforced from Afghan tribes-
men, Arabs,’and any adventurous and lawless lad
who liked to hear the lark sing rather than the
mouse squeak, and they lived at their ease on the
peasantry of India.

The horror they inspired in the people has
hardly been forgotten to this day, and still perhaps
keeps the grandchildren of those who suffered,
grateful to the British who saved them.

In 1817, therefore, things had come to such a
pass, that if we were to keep India as a land for
honest men to live in, the Mahratta confederacy
must be reduced to a proper status, and the

Pindaris driven from the land. If we realize that
3
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the Pindaris were operating over a country about
twice the size of France, and provided by nature
with every kind of bolthole and fastness, we shall
perhaps understand the task that Lord Moira, the
Governor-General, had set himself. The combined
forces of the Mahratta States and the Pindaris
amounted to at least 100,000 horse, 70,000
disciplined foot, and over 500 guns. Against these,
the Indian Army took the field in two large forces
—the Army of the Deccan, commanded by Sir
Thomas Hislop, consisting of seven divisions, and
the Grand Army, commanded by the Governor-
General himself, consisting of four divisions. Both
armies were strong in cavalry, there being several
regiments of Rohilla horse, with Gardner’s and
Skinner’s Irregulars, and most of the regular native
cavalry, as well as several regiments of British
light dragoons, which were reduced in subsequent
intervals of peace.

The events of this campaign are too numerous
to be described in detail, but among the most
famous are the defence of Seetabuldee (the Nagpore
Residency), the battles of Kirkee against the
Peshwa, the battle of Mahidpore against Holkar,
and the famous battle of Corygaum near Poona,
where the 2nd/Ist Bombay Infantry (now the
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102nd Grenadiers), with 250 horse and a detach-
ment of Madras Artillery, resisted the most des-
perate attacks of the whole of the Peshwa’s army.
The medal to the Army of India already referred
to bears for these campaigns the clasps, “Kirkee,”
“Poona,” “Kirkee and Poona,” ¢ Seetabuldee,”
“Nagpore,” “Seetabuldee and Nagpore,” «“Maheid-
poor,” “Corygaum.” When the main forces opposing
us had been crushed as an army in being, many weary
months followed in chasing Mahratta and Pindari
bands from- one stronghold to another, and
reducing innumerable hill forts, till the land had
peace. Perhaps the feature of this war was the
increasing number of irregular horse, who proved
far the best suited to the final stage of the work,
and the subsequent attempt to improve the
organization of the army, that had shown defects
in the wide strain put on it.

It must not be supposed that in all these years
of an alien army there had not been mutinies; a
large army controlled by a trading company, with
large ideas on the subject of profits, was bound to
have passed through periods of well-founded
grievance. In 1806 had been the serious mutiny
of Vellore—that should have been as the writing
on the wall—and in 1824 the corps ordered to
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march to Arracan had refused to go,
These will be referred to in the chapter
on the Great Mutiny. In 1824 the
whole of the armies were reorganized
and renumbered, the double-battalion
regiments being abolished, and the line
in each army was renumbered from 1
upwards by single battalions, receiving
their new numbers in accordance with
their original date of formation. The
L T Army of 1824, therefore, was composed

Grenadier Bat- g5 follows :—
talion, 1801.

Bengal.—Three brigades of horse artillery of four troops
' each, of which one troop was native. Five
battalions of artillery of four companies each.
A corps of sappers and miners, with a cadre of
47 engineer officers, and a corps of pioneers.”
2 battalions of European infantry.
8 regiments of light cavalry (regulars).
5 regiments of irregular horse.
68 battalions of native infantry.
Several local corps and legions.

Madras.—Two brigades of horse artillery, one European
and one native.
3 battalions of foot artillery of 4 companies each,
with 4 companies of lascars attached.
3 regiments of light cavalry.
2 corps of pioneers.
2 battalions of European infantry,
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52 battalions of native infantry.
3 local battalions.

Bombay.—4 troops of horse artillery.
8 companies of foot artillery.
A corps of engineers and pioneers.
8 regiments of light cavalry.
2 regiments of irregular horse.
- 2 battalions of European infantry
24 battalions of native infantry.

It will be seen, therefore, how fast the great
armies were growing, to keep pace with the
territories we had acquired, and the responsibilities
we had undertaken.

From the close of the Pindari wars, the expedi-
tion to Burma in 1824, and the capture of Bhurt-
pore, were the chief military events till we come to
the First Afghan War. It will be remembered
how, in 1805, Lord Lake was compelled to
abandon the siege of Bhurtpore after losing 446
killed and 2479 wounded, in four separate assaults.
In 1825 the insolence of the rulers of this virgin
fortress knew no bounds, and circumstances forced
the Government to reduce it. The Commander-in-
Chief, Lord Combermere (the Stapleton Cotton
of Peninsula and Waterloo fame), advanced
against the place in December 1825, with a
force consisting of a cavalry and two strong
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infantry divisions, backed up, by what Lord Lake so
lacked, half the heavy guns in India. The fortress
was eventually stormed, with the loss of close on
1000 killed and wounded, and a loss to the garrison
computed at 8000. The prestige thus regained
by the British was great, and the last clasp on the
old medal was for ¢ Bhurtpore.” The Burmese War
which was going on during 1825, was also com-
memorated by a clasp for “Ava,” and its history,
while devoid of large engagements, is a record of
difficult and harassing operations in hill and swamp
and jungle, both in Burma itself and in the Assam
and Arracan districts.

About this time the whole of the infantry, in-
cluding the local battalions, were clothed in scarlet
with white pants, the only exception being the rifle
battalions. The head-dress, though resembling a
shako, was still made of black cloth on an iron, and
later a wicker frame. The regular cavalry were
all in French grey with various facings, the officers
being dressed as dragoons, hussars or lancers. The
horse artillery officers were in the English dragoon
helmets, with varying crests and plumes, and the
native horse artillery wore high Persian skin head-
dresses. The irregular horse were in varieties of
native clothing, the officers the same, though we
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see portraits of James Skinner, or “Old Sekunder,”
as he was called, at the head of his regiment
dressed as an officer of dragoons.

For twelve years after the fall of Bhurtpore the
army had comparative peace. As a result of the
Marquis Wellesley’s policy, and that followed by
the Marquis of Hastings (L.ord Moira) after the
close of the Pindari war, there grew up many con-
tingents paid for by the native States, but com-
manded by Company’s officers, drilled like our own
troops, and enlisting, in the case of the majority,
the same races as the Bengal Army. Service in
some of them was much sought after, and the
Gwalior contingent came to be regarded as
a corps délite, famed for its discipline and
appearance.

In 1838 a policy was adopted which was to
involve India in four years’ war, immense disaster
and chagrin, and a loss of prestige to which perhaps
the Mutiny is of all causes most directly traceable.
This policy consisted of forming a friendly
Afghanistan to assist in opposing the advance
of the Bear. The rightful ruler of Afghanistan,
Shah Soojah ul Mulk, driven forth by his own
folk by reason of his incompetence, was a pensioner
in our midst. He had apparently sufficient follow-
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ing to justify our restoring him as our ally, should
that course seem desirable, which to the brains of
the time it did. There was no question of right
or wrong. On all and every occasion Afghans had
swept into Hindustan to slay, to rape, to loot, and
to devastate. If, in the policy of security and
good government, it was desirable to turn the
tables, it was only a question of expediency and
counting the cost, and the pros and cons. At any
rate, to those in power the course seemed good,
and the famous “Tripartite Treaty” was signed
between ourselves, the Shah, and Ranjit Singh,
the Maharaja of the Punjab. To place His
Highness on the throne of his fathers and maintain
him there, a contingent was raised in India, with
British officers, of Hindustanis and Gurkhas, and
to support it the Army of the Indus was collected.
Since, however, the Punjab was foreign, and not
too trustworthy, it was decided to advance into
Afghanistan by the lengthy if easier route of
Sukkur, Quetta, Kandahar, and Ghuznee. The
force consisted of a brigade of cavalry, a Bengal
division, a Bombay column, and the Shah’s con-
tingent, 6000 strong. The campaign that ensued,
with all its successes, disappointments, disasters,
and controversies cannot be discussed here. The
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force under Sir John Keane reached Kabul in
1839, after the successful storming of Ghuznee, and
immense trouble due to want of carriage, cold and
sickness, and after abandoning the useless baggage
and camp followers responsible for much of the
trouble. All was couleur de rose. 'The Shah sat
on the throne of his fathers ; much of the army was
withdrawn ; English officers rode freely over the
country ; the Khyber route was opened; ladies,
children, soldiers, families, flocked to the canton-
ment at Kabul; the contingent garrisoned the
outposts, the brigades of occupation sat in Kabul
and Kandahar. All was peace and content on
the surface. ‘We read in Sir Neville Chamberlain’s
life, of officers riding in from Ghuznee to Kabul
for the races. The Shah was to present a medal
to the troops for the storming of Ghuznee; he had
already started a magnificent order of Knighthood,
the “Order of the Douranee Empire,” and had
conferred it on the leading lights of the army and
political service, to the derision of those who did
not receive it. Then came the sinister rumours,
the gathering of the storm, the murder of the
Envoy Sir William Macnaghten and the Envoy-
elect Sir Alexander Burnes, the squabbles of an

effete commander and inefficient garrison, the
4
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attempt to evacuate Kabul in the snow, the taking
of hostages, and lastly, the massacre of half-frozen
troops and frost-bitten followers—such a disaster
and humiliation as had never before happened to
British arms. Bright spots there were. The
defence of Kelat-i-Ghilzai by the 8rd Shah’s,
now the 12th (Kelat-i-Ghilzai) Regiment, under
Captain Craigie, with a few European artillerymen,
the defence of Jellalabad by Sale and the ¢ Illus-
trious garrison,” the sturdy demeanour of Nott at
Kandahar, with his “splendid Sepoy regiments,” all
were bright spots, to redeem incompetence and
pusillanimity. But the world looked at the failure ;
a British brigade annihilated under most pitiable
circumstances was what the Eastern world saw,
and rejoiced at. Then came the avenging army
under Pollock, with trembling sepoys to be
heartened and redisciplined at Peshawar, and a
final advance, not so much to rescue the English
men and women in captivity as to help the sturdy
Nott, who had agreed with Pollock to carry out the
orders to evacuate Afghanistan by coming via
Kabul on their joint responsibility. This method
of evacuating Afghanistan enabled vengeance to
be taken on the guilty capital, and the British
prisoners to be rescued. Besides the medal
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for the storming of Ghuznee in the first phase,
special medals were given for the defence of
Kelat-i-Ghilzai and Jellalabad respectively, and
another to the avenging armies, bearing the
inscription “ Victoria Vindex.” The armies of
Nott and Pollock then marched down from Kabul,
and after traversing an almost hostile Punjab,
passed the British frontier into Ferozepore, to find
an immense reception awaiting them from the
Governor-General, Lord Ellenborough, at the head
of a reserve army. An interesting incident of the
times, was the intense camaraderie between the
18th Foot and the 85th Bengal Native Infantry,
parts of the «Illustrious garrison,” which ended
in the whole of the latter feasting their British
comrades before parting at Ferozepore. Even
the 85th, however, went under in ’57, and with
them the battery of artillery on whose guns Lord
Ellenborough had engraved a mural crown for its
share in the defence. Despite, however, the
triumphant finale, the maimed and frost-bitten
remnants of the earlier occupation, rescued from
begging in the Kabul bazaars, told a tale of lessened
prestige that was not forgotten for many years.
During the strain of the Afghan War, however,
India was still able to find troops for Imperial
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oversea purposes. In 1840, a large amount of
British property had been destroyed by the Chinese
in an attempt to solve by a short cut the opium
problem, and an expedition under
Sir Hugh Gough was sent to
South China. The major por-
tion of the force were troops of
the Madras Line, for, as it had
become a habit for the Bengal
Army not to cross the seas, the
usual volunteer battalions alone
represented the Bengal Army.

An aftermath of the Afghan
wars was the trouble in Scinde,
ending in Sir Charles Napier’s
short and famous campaign, in

which three Bombay Cavalry
* gegtmentot bengal Native and tWO Bombay Infantry regi-
S ments took part with the 22nd
Foot. The annexation of Scinde that followed,
still further extended the responsibilities of the
sepoy army, and necessitated more battalions.

This same year, 1843, was to see an important
though short campaign in internal India. A
minority in Scindia’s domain, the State of Gwalior,
had resulted in dissensions between two factions.
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The army took opposite sides to that supported by
Government, and the army was a very considerable
force, still retaining the European organization
and drill that it had learnt in the days of De
Boigne and his successors. Gwalior was a large
Hindu State, and there was considerable danger of
an attempt to combine with the other great Hindu
power, the Sikhs of the Punjab. To obviate any
outbreak of the Gwalior troops, an army of
exercise was collected as a precautionary measure
near Agra, and another force at Jhansi. Eventually
the state of affairs at Gwalior necessitated a move
of the British troops on the capital, but it was not
expected to be more than a promenade, and some
ladies even accompanied the force. While Sir
Hugh Gough advanced from Muttra, Sir John
Grey advanced from Jhansi, and to every one’s
surprise, the Mahratta army was found in position
near Maharajpore, and also at Punniar. The
former force opened fire on Sir Hugh Gough, and
a severe engagement ensued, in which the Gwalior
artillery was especially well served. The battle at
Punniar was also a severe one, though on a lesser
scale. These two victories, however, completed
the overthrow of the Gwalior troops and ended
the disturbing conditions in the Durbar. A six-



30 THE ARMIES OF INDIA

pointed bronze star was awarded the troops, with
a silver centre, and the words *“ Maharajpore” and
“Punniar ” respectively in the centre.

In the winter of 1845 the most serious trouble
that had threatened India for many years came to
a head. The Sikhs, who had lost the firm hand of
the sagacious Ranjit Singh, and were burning to
invade British India, finally crossed the Sutlej
in large numbers near Ferozepore. The Sutlej
campaign with its hard-fought battles, its vicissi-
tudes and successful conclusion, is a story by itself,
and has often been told from many points of view.
The native troops that took part in the campaign
were entirely from Bengal, and acquitted them-
selves with varying credit. The Sikhs were far
the severest foe that had been met in India, and
the climate was rigorous to natives of Hindustan,
while there was considerable feeling towards the
last Hindu State. The bulk of the fighting fell on
the European troops, whose casualties were very
severe.

Large additions were made to the army at the
outbreak of the campaign, including the formation
of eight more regiments of cavalry. The canton-
ing of a force of occupation at Lahore during the
minority of the young Maharaja, put some strain
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on the army, and a special force was raised for the
garrisoning of the Jullundur Doab.

The attempt to bolster up the Sikh State, that
was adopted as a definite policy after the First
Sikh War, was soon doomed to failure. The
Sikhs had not yet made up their minds to accept
even British domination, and an outburst was
precipitated by the murder, at Mooltan, of two
British officers lent to the Durbar. This took
place in the early summer of 1848, and it was
some time before a force for the reduction of
Mooltan, into which Mool Raj, the rebellious Sikh
governor, had thrown himself, could be assembled.
Events, too, soon showed that the outbreak at
Mooltan was likely to become general, and a large
army was organized at Ferozepore, consisting of
four brigades of cavalry and three divisions of
infantry.

The reinforcement of the force attacking
Mooltan, by a Bombay brigade, the final capture
of the fortress, the passing of the Chenab, the
hard-fought battle of Chillianwalla, the final crush-
ing of the Sikhs at Gujarat, and the surrender of
the Sirdars and their followers at Rawalpindi, with
the pursuit of the Afghan horse to the Khyber,
are all matters of history and of full record.
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Suffice it here to say that the Bengal native army
formed the bulk of the force, reinforced for the
crowning victory of Gujarat by the Bombay
brigade that had taken part in the storm of
Mooltan. The brunt of the heavy fighting in
this war fell as usual on the European troops, but
some of the native infantry corps were especially
distinguished and suffered very heavy casualties.
The losses sustained by the British troops in these
two Sikh wars were very severe, far more so than
any portion, especially the native infantry, had
been accustomed to experience for many years.
The annexation of the Punjab was followed by
more additions to the native army, with very little
corresponding increase in the European garrison,
while the exigencies of holding the immense area
annexed, and of watching the Afghan frontier,
demanded a grouping of the European troops in
the North of India, and a very large native garrison.
The frontier brigade organized in the Jullundur
Doab was moved to the Afghan border, and from
it, with the addition of several new corps, recruited
largely from the Khalsa regiments that had been
disbanded, the Punjab Irregular Force was formed,
which, known later as the Punjab Frontier Force,
has become so famous a portion of the Indian
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Army. Lord Dalhousie’s policy of annexing States
in hopeless anarchy, or which had no successor in
heredity on the demise of the reigning chief, added
considerably to the demands on the native force in
the country.

In 1854 the annexation of Nagpore necessitated
the formation of a local force, and the annexation
of Oudh in 1856 was perforce followed by the
immediate formation of the Oudh Irregular Force.
It should be realized that the state of the country,
with its poor communications and immense hilly
and jungle tracts, demanded far more effective
forces than police, for the ordinary pacification and
maintenance of order in the districts. In countries
where might had been right for perhaps a couple of
hundred years, and the hand alone had kept the
head since the memory of man, there were scores
of reiving barons and robber chiefs to be dealt
with. To make the barons and their retainers pay
revenue, obey the law, and cease to spoil the peasant
and the trader, was for many years beyond the
power of mere police, and it was this need, coupled
with the fact that revenue was by no means
ample, that demanded troops, and those of the
cheaper, or native, kind. The policy, thererore,

dangerous though it seemed, was an almost unavoid-
5
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able one, given the conditions as they appeared to
men at the time.

The war in the Crimea had withdrawn some
European troops from India which had not been
replaced in 1857. The Second Burmese War,
unavoidably thrust on us in 1853, had called for
still more troops of occupation, and in 1856, a
Persian expedition removed several European
corps for the time beyond the seas. Several native
corps of the Bombay Army took part in the
Persian expedition and gained considerable dis-
tinction. Between 1849 and 1857 the new frontier
at the foot of the Afghan hills gave much trouble,
and numerous small frontier expeditions, to impress
the laws of meum and tuum on the tribes, were
necessary.

The foregoing in brief is the outline of the
causes which gradually formed the huge Indian
Army, and of the magnitude and the vastness of
the services it rendered both in India and in the
Empire generally. Minor infidelities and mutinies
there had been, and many failings of the service as
a whole had been often pointed out, with many
aberrations of judgment on the part of the
administration. The fact remains, however, that
come rain come shine, this vast alien force had, for
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a hundred and fifty years, rendered the most faith-
ful military service to their masters, while an
immense feeling of attachment had grown up
between officers and men. So much so that when
the storm came, the retired officers from India
could not credit the news. “What! dear old Jack
mutiny, kill his sahibs, murder their families—
impossible!” Such were the views of the mass
of officers who had spent happy and often glorious
careers with the sepoy regiments. However, blow
up that sepoy army did, with all the romance and
tragedy and inconsequence imaginable; and to
understand in outline how and why it did so, is
essential to'a right understanding of the conditions
of to-day. The Indian Army, as we now know it,
is the result of the evolution of the portion of the
army that remained faithful, and the reconstruction
of that that fell away.

That great army stood in 1857 at 811,538
(Imperial Gazetteer), with 89,500 Europeans,
King’s and Company’s. It was, too, dressed and
equipped for the most part on a pedantic model
of the British Army. In the great lines of battle
drawn up to meet the Sikhs, the European and
Native Infantry were dressed in their scarlet
coatees and white ducks, with tall black shakos
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and white buff cross-belts. The artillery and
cavalry, other than the irregulars, were also dressed
much as their European brethren. For the most
part, too, corps fought in their full dress, after the
manner of the time. The 24th Foot at Chillian-
walla, for instance, had their shakos pulled off
forcing their way through the thorn jungle to get
at the Sikh guns. Some corps, like the 61st Foot,
however, went into action in shell - jackets and
forage-caps with white covers. How this enormous
army, in its European costume of coatee and
shako, came to mutiny and rue untold, and how
the modern army grew up in its place, will be
outlined in the following chapters.



CHAPTER 1I
THE TWO GREAT MAHRATTA WARS

In the foregoing chapter, the history of the army
from its inception to the Mutiny has been run
through in outline. Allusion has been made to
the great campaigns, but to describe these in
detail and write a history of the wars of the
Company’s Army would require many volumes.
Nor is it possible to dwell on the exploits of the
native regiments, and the actions in which they
individually came to fame, even if this were
confined to those that still figure on the Army
List. Thereare, however, two great campaigns in
the early portion of the nineteenth century which
are specially remarkable, and which, more than any
others, formed the real India of to-day, and resulted
in that consolidated Indian Army which lasted till
1857 in Bengal, and practically to this day in the

other Presidencies.
37



38 THE ARMIES OF INDIA

These campaigns are the two great Mahratta
wars, of which the first lasted from 1803 to 1806,
and included the famous battles of Sir Arthur
Wellesley and Lord Lake; and the latter, from
1817 to 1819, represented the final conclusions
with the Mahrattas, and the ridding of the country
from the scourge of the Pindari bands of free-lances
and robbers. The Sikh wars and the First Afghan
War are well known from the many histories and
biographies that bear on them. These two
Mahratta campaigns, however, are little known,
yet many of the most famous battle honours of the
surviving Company’s regiments, as well as those of
the British Line, are derived from them.

The enemy who fought against us were prin-
cipally the Mahratta chiefs, who controlled immense
bands of mercenary horse and foot, largely trained
and officered by Frenchmen, and comprising every
lawless man in the country-side, with Persians,
Arabs, Afghans, and even negroes. There was no
case of the patriot fighting for his country-side,
and the campaigns have, to a great extent, but con-
fined the Mahratta chiefs to their rightful provinces,
and curbed the immense pretensions and scrambling
conquests that had ensued on the collapse of the
Mogul Empire. The country-side only longed
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for deliverance from an era like to the worst days
of the Palatinate.

The daring of some of these troops is clearly
evinced in the casualties that they inflicted on the
victorious British, while the political conceptions
of some of the chiefs were magnificent. None of
them, however, possessed the power to consolidate
a Hindu rule, and their pretensions resulted in
constant devastation of their neighbours’ or rivals’
territories, including our own. :

The result of these campaigns brought the
British paramount to the borders of the Punjab,
bestowed peace on millions of people, and gave
our own territories, for the first time, complete
immunity from cruel raids. Incidentally, it broke
the fortunes of many of the barons who lived by
raiding and pillage and adventurer service, and of
the thousands of hereditary and mercenary soldiers
for whom there was no place in our ranks.
Several thousands were absorbed in our irregulars,
but the remainder had, perforce, to turn peasant.

The campaigns that brought this about it is
now proposed briefly to describe, as a fitting
complement to the outline history of the Company’s
Army, more especially as in these extremely
arduous campaigns the backing of British troops
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was far smaller than in later years. Some of the
events, too, such as the defence of Seetabuldee and
the fight at Corygaum, both in 1817, against
overwhelming odds, with only a small force of
European artillery in the way of backing, are
among the most famous events in the whole
military history of our Empire.

TaHE FirsT MAHRATTA WAR, 1803-6

The history of the Governor-Generalship of Lord
Mornington, afterwards the Marquis Wellesley, is
one of struggle against the French influence in
India, as revived by the plans and ambitions of the
Emperor Napoleon, and against the hostility of
the Mahratta princes. When Sivaji, the Mahratta
“prince and leader known to the Moguls as “the
mountain rat,” had established his Hindu kingdom
among the mountains of Western India, he had
formed a barrier to the power of Islam and its
proselytizing influence which at first had promised
to revive some of the glories of the old Hindu rule
in India. On his death, however, the solidarity
of the Mahrattas soon passed away. The nominal
sovereignty remained in the hands of the Rajas
of Satara, but the high officers of state soon raised
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semi-independent principalities for themselves. The
Rajas of Satara exercised nominal control through
their Peshwa or hereditary minister of the crown,
who soon also became a territorial ruler. The
Mahratta princes, of whom the principal were
Scindia, whose capital was Gwalior ; Holkar, the
ruler of Indore; the Bhonsla at Nagpore, together
with the Peshwa at Poona, were always at war
with their neighbours in some form of confederacy,
or else individually among themselves. Combined
against the Mogul power, against the Nizam, or
against the British, fighting the Rajput princes,
and scouring the territories of their neighbours
with hordes of horse, they and their name had been
a horror and offence in the land for generations.

The first steps necessary to counteract the
French influence had been to destroy, once and for
all, the cruel and impossible ruler of Mysore,
Tippoo Sultan, son of the great Hyder Ali. The
history of his and his father’s wars with the
British, and his own implacable and unreasoning
behaviour, had resulted, as has been related in the
previous chapter, in his death at the final storming
and capture of Seringapatam. In Hyderabad the
Nizam had a force of 15,000 men trained by
M. Raymond, and officered by many of the
' 6
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French officers left out of employment when the
French power had died out, and reinforced by
officers from Europe. Some were royalist refugees,
others sent by Napoleon to push French influence.
The Governor-General insisted, as a price of his
protection of the Nizam against the demands and
invasions of the Mahrattas, that this force should
be disbanded and replaced by a British subsidiary
force. To fortify the Nizam in his resolution,
four Madras battalions and some guns marched
into Hyderabad, and the French-trained force was
disbanded, the officers coming to the British for
protection, and many of the men re-enlisting in
the British service. This took place at the end
of 1798.

The ground was now clear for compelling the
Mahratta princes to enter into agreement with
the British, to cease from attack and raid on
British territory and that of its allies, and combine
for the defence of Hindustan against the Afghan
invader.

For several years after the death of the Peshwa
Madho Rao, intrigne and counter - intrigue,
killings, poisonings, and inter-Mahratta battlings
with European leaders on each side, had torn the
States to distraction. At last, in 1802, Jeswant
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Rao Holkar defeated the joint forces of the
Peshwa and Scindia close to Poona, and Bajee
Rao, the former, fled to British territory and
signed the Treaty of Bassein, whereby he vowed
alliance with the British, in return for a subsidiary
force of some European artillery and six battalions
of sepoys to protect him in his capital.

The other Mahratta chiefs were much incensed
at the Peshwa’s defection from the cause of
independent and combined hostility to all and
every neighbour. For twenty-five years the con-
federacy had avoided all foreign alliances, and now
the head of them had accepted it. Holkar pro-
claimed Bajee Rao’s brother, Amrut Rao, Peshwa in
his stead, and it became necessary for us to support
Bajee Rao, and generally obtain some settlement.

The foregoing description is necessary to
understand the situation that brought General
Arthur Wellesley in the Deccan and General
Lake, the Commander-in-Chief in Hindustan, into
the field for the campaign that practically made
the modern India.

The British had been organizing for some time
for a war that was obviously inevitable. The
theatre of war was enormous, and necessitated the
employment of several entirely separate forces.
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TaE ArRMY OF THE DECCAN

General Wellesley advanced on Poona with
8000 foot, 1700 cavalry, and 2000 Mysore horse
from Mysore, through the Southern Mahratta
States, to reinstate the Peshwa, bringing in his
train many Mahratta chieftains to support their
head. Colonel Stevenson came up with the
Subsidiary Force, and the Nizam’s troops from
Hyderabad, the latter numbering 9000 horse and
6000 foot.

The Commander-in-Chief advanced with 10,500
men on Delhi, leaving 8500 in reserve at Allahabad.
Eight thousand men under General Stuart moved
into the Southern Mahratta States, and 8000 under
Colonel Murray entered Gujarat. Five thousand
were also sent towards Cuttack, which province
was held by the Bhonsla (the Raja of Berar).
The British force totalled 50,000 men, which was
far larger than any hitherto put into the field.

ASSAYE

The first move consisted of a forced march, to
save Poona from being burned by Holkar. General
Wellesley then stormed the town and powerful
fortress of Ahmednagar, which became an excellent
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base to store his reserve supplies. The storming
of the town wall was a remarkable feat, and cost
169 men; while the fort, one of the strongest in
India, surrendered after two days’ bombardment.
It is not possible to follow the details of the
campaign, but suffice it to say that General
Wellesley shortly after found himself in a position
to strike at the combined forces of Scindia and
the Bhonsla near Jalna, in the territory of Aurunga-
bad, with the troops under his immediate command.
Swollen rivers prevented Colonel Stevenson from
joining him, though only a few miles off, and
Wellesley found himself in front of some 55,000
Mabhrattas, posted in the fork of two rivers, the
Jua and the Kelna, the swollen Kelna being a
mile in front of their position. Scindia and the
Bhonsla had with them a magnificent park of
artillery, massed in the vicinity of the village of
Assaye.

The enemy’s position indicated no particular
desire to come to action for the time being, but
the opportunity was too good to be missed, despite
the fact that the British numbered but 4500.

With that audacity which has never failed the
combatant in the East who is ready to grasp the
nettle danger with the hand of courage, the British
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leader decided to attack. How to get at the
enemy was the difficulty, for at present their line
faced him, with a swollen and unfordable river in
their front. The quick eye of General Wellesley,
however, showed him two villages opposite each
other on the river, which, he felt, must mean a
practicable ford. The British were at once moved
in that direction, and succeeded in crossing, to find
that the enemy, pivoted on the village of Assaye,
had changed front half left to meet them.

The total number of the British was but 4500,
of whom some 2200 were cavalry. This small
force, immediately it could form up, advanced with
enthusiasm on the enormous force of the Mahrattas,
and their immense line of artillery. The enemy’s
infantry included 116 regular battalions, 600 men
of M. Pohlman’s brigade, and 2500 of M. Dupont.
Four battalions belonging to the Begum Sumru
were also present. The impetuosity of the British
attack resulted in a determined counter-attack
by the rallied enemy and the descent of their
cavalry, only driven off by determined charges
of the British dragoons and native cavalry. After
three hours, however, the enemy were in full
flight, leaving 1200 dead and 98 guns on the field.

The British casualties were over 2000, in which
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all corps shared heavily. The 74th Foot lost the
most, with 10 officers killed and 6 wounded, and
rank and file in proportion, while the 1/4th and
2/12th battalions of Madras native infantry lost
heavily also. The native corps that took part were
a party of Madras sappers, the 4th, 5th, and 7th
Native Cavalry, and the 1/2nd, 1/4th, 1/8th, 1/10th,
2/12th battalions and the Pioneers. Of these only
three are still in the service, besides the sappers,
viz. the 1/2nd, now the 62nd Punjabis; the 1/4th,
now the 64th Pioneers; and the 2/12th, now the
84th Punjabis. The present 63rd Palamcottah
Light Infantry and 78rd Carnatic Infantry were
with Wellesley at Ahmednagar, while the present
66th, 79th, 80th, 81st, and 82nd were with Colonel
Stevenson’s force a few miles from Assaye. It
will be seen that it was the old Madras Line, then
at the zenith of its fame, which f