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INTRODUCTION

A chronological arrangement of the passages here translated from
university records and other sources has been adopted as the most
convenient, cumulative, and historically illuminating, although it in-
volves a separation and scattering of those concerned with a common
topic. On the other hand, there are many documents of 2 more general
nature, where any such single topic is inextricably merged with others.
The geographical distribution of our material is not a matter of much
consequence, since the medieval universities were international and
universal rather than local or national, and also a good deal alike. I
have, however, made a fairly wide selection in an effort to introduce
as much variety and local interest as possible. But inasmuch as the
records for the university of Paris, especially for the earlier centuries,
are better preserved than those of Bologna or any other university,
and are ready to hand in the volumes of the Chartularium, 1 have made
this rather the backbone of the treatment, although seeking selections
from various other sources, both documentary and literary.

Of 176 items in all) 78 are from the Chartularium, 21 from Four-
nier’s edition of the statutes and privileges of other French universities.
Of these last, five concern Toulouse; four, Montpellier; three, Avi-
gnon; two each, Angers, Orléans, Perpignan, and Caen; one, Valence.
There are ten extracts from the Urkundenbuch for the university of
Heidelberg; seven, from Borsetti’s work on the university of Fer-
rara; eight, from Malagola’s edition of the Bologna statutes; five,
from the Codice diplomatico of the university of Pavia; single selec-
tions, from the Montpellier Carzulaire, Dallari’s edition of the Bologna
faculty rolls, and Anstey’s Munimenta. This does not mean that these
are the only universities treated, since Salamanca, Padua, Erfurt,
Ingolstadt, Leipzig, Cracow, Wittenberg, Tibingen, and Hesse-
Schaumburg are the themes of other selections.

From contemporary writers, as distinct from university records and
official documents, some twenty-five selections are taken from those
whose works have been printed. Of these John of Salisbury and An-
tonino, archbishop of Florence (1440-1459), are used most fre-
quently, while Pierre Dubois is quoted at most length. Aside from
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these published authors, five hitherto unpublished manuscripts have
been utilized, one for the longest passage of all. Four more selections
are from articles in learned periodicals based upon manuscript mate-
rials. Yet other passages are drawn from old printed works which are
inaccessible in this country.

The medieval universities and their scholastic mode of instruction
survived with little change into early modern times. I have accord-
ingly included a few selections regarding teachers, students and lec-
tures in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Approximately the
same number, eleven, are devoted to the twelfth century; 45 to the
thirteenth, and 46 to the fourteenth century; 63—many of which, how-
ever, are very brief—to the fifteenth century. The longest single selec-
tion, On Commendation of the Clerk, coming as it does apparently
soon after the Black Death and William of Ockham, constitutes a sort
of landmark or watershed, dividing our period and volume roughly
into two halves. The Latin text of this hitherto unpublished educa-
tional treatise is reproduced as an appendix, and another is devoted to
some account of the colleges at Paris in the later middle ages.

Since our selections are presented in chronological order, it may be
well to preface them here by a topical summary, noting some of the
chief subjects treated and the passages bearing upon each of these.

While the translations deal primarily with the records of the med:-
eval universities and with the life and thought of those attending
them, some attention has been given to preparatory schools and to the
study of grammar which, although sometimes taught at universities,
was normally acquired in grammar schools and by boys of an age when,
asin the case of the pupils of Bernard of Chartres (Selection 2), corporal
punishment was considered appropriate and necessary. As Rashdall
has pointed out, it was seldom or never resorted to in the case of
candidates for university degrees. But it is difficult to draw any hard
and fast line between university instruction and previous preparation
for it, as the treatise, On Commendation of the Clerk (Selection 81)
well illustrates, and either is illuminated by the other, as that treatise
also attests. Both are included in university records as they have
reached us and as they have been published in modern editions. Both
figure in the educational scheme of Pierre Dubois (Selection 59). I
have therefore included here the decree of the Third Lateran Coun-
cil, passages on the study and teaching of grammar at Toulouse, regu-
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lations as to school teachers in Paris, Angers and Ferrara, a grant of
traveling expenses to grammar-school boys who hoped to enter Mont-
pellier, the excluding of teachers of grammar from examinations in
medicine at Bologna, and the hiring of a teacher of grammar at Tre-
viso (Selections 9, 45, 68, 84, 89, 106, 124, 144, 146, 164).
Humanism and the humanities are further considered in four pas-
sages (6, 132, 163, 171), reflecting humanistic sentiment in the twelfth
century and classical scholarship of the sixteenth, as well as Italian
and German humanism of the fifteenth century. Four selections il-
lustrate the medieval interest in Greek and oriental languages from
the thirteenth to the fifteenth century (31, 55, 60, 120). Flemish
masters and students appear in two extracts (35, §4), and the French
language in one (161). Of eight passages relating to theology (13, 42,
56, 57, 63, 139, 157, 167), one concerns a dean, two are about pro-
fessors, two about the faculty of theology at Paris as a whole and its
relation to Arnald of Villanova and to the Templars, two concerning
theological students at the Sorbonne, and one regarding Bible study
at Heidelberg. Also closely related to theology are ten items bearing
upon the enforcement of orthodoxy and the condemnation of errors
(14, 20, 23, 24, 38, 41, 78, 97, 101, 154), including the lists of errors
of 1210, 1241, and 1270 at Paris, the enforcement of orthodoxy there,
the recantation of Blasius of Parma at Pavia, the expurgation of the
Aristotelian works of natural philosophy, the action taken against the
Talmud, against Occamist errors, and against the magic arts and magic
books. Of eleven selections in the field of law (21, 22, 29, 63, 64, 74,
77, 115, 116, 118, 152), seven have to do with canon law, three with
ctvil, one with both; three concern Bologna and three, Paris. Medi-
cine and the related fields of surgery and pharmacy are the theme of
fifteen items (3, 39, 40, 62, 82, 91, 107, 109, 110, 113, 121, 131, 134,
136, 170). These present faculty regulations, texts, lectures and class-
rooms, dissections and vacations, control of surgeons and apothecaries
by the medical faculties, proceedings against illicit practitioners, fa-
therly advice as to one’s health. Universities concerned are Mont-
pellier, Paris, Toulouse, Bologna, Pavia, Padua and Caen. The rivalry
between faculties of law and medicine is illustrated by Selection 103.
Three items deal with the curriculum in arts for the A.B. degree (28,
107, 119). Aside from the errors already mentioned, five passages
illustrate scholastic philosophy (126, 150, 158, 165, 168): two treat
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of Quodlibeta, the others, of nominalism, via antiqua et via moderna,
and courses in ethics. Five more have to do with Aristotle, alchemy,
astrology and astronomy (14, 20, 67, 108, 175). Nine selections may
be said to cover the general field of education (1, 4, 5, 7, 53, 59, 81,
169, 172), illuminated by glimpses of the educational experience of
Abelard and John of Salisbury in the twelfth century and of Cureus
and Meuer in the sixteenth, as well as by the more theoretical schemes
of Pierre Dubois and the author on De commendatione cleri in the
fourteenth century. Four extracts are devoted te criticism of con-
temporary learning and education (11, 34, 70, 71) from the pens of
Stephen of Tournai, Humbert de Romans, and Alvarus Pelagius.

To university statutes and academic regulations in general five
selections are given over (15, 19, 69, 87, 133), while the following are
concerned with the more specific aspects indicated: administration (50),
determinations (26), inception (46), disputations (80, 102, 112), lec-
tures (176), repetitions (116), points and examinations (111, 125,
153), degrees (92, 128), professorial salaries (159), student fees
(105), scholarships (90), officials such as the rector, dean and bedell
respectively (63, 130, 139, 33). Nine passages have to do with houses
and colleges, their foundation, regulation and reform (10, 17, 36, 42,
48, 79, 80, 104, 167). Four deal with classrooms (235, 103, 115, 152);
others, with the university buildings in general (166), the library
(135), and the famous Street of Straw (85). There are six items about
the hours of classes and mode of lecturing (74, 83, 88,92, 117, 155) at
Montpellier, Paris, Perpignan, Avignon, and Heidelberg. Five ex-
tracts are respectively devoted to the university calendar, vacations,
religious holidays, postponements, and absences of professors (72, 131,
73, 117, 123). Five passages treat of booksellers, stationers and copy-
ing manuscripts (44, 49, 52, 66, 98). Two are concerned with aca-
demic costume (61, 75), but the subject is touched upon in several
others. This, however, is more or less true of all particular topics,
which are included also in the more general accounts.

Twenty-one selections are occupied with varied aspects of student
life, good or bad, religion, recreation, dissipation and violence (37,
475 515 76, 93, 99, 100, 114, 122, 127, 137, 141, 145, 147, 148, 149,
151, 156, 162, 173, 174). Five items are about calls or migrations to
new places and universities (12, 18, 96, 129, 143). Four are papal (8,
19, 21, 30). Of eight passages concerned with religious orders (16,
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27, 32,57, 67,79, 86, 140), the majority have to do with the mendicant
friars, the others with Cluniacs, Servites and Templars.

It should have already become clear that our records and selections
are not merely or even mainly institutional and impersonal. Many a
great name and well-known personality moves and speaks or is spoken
of in them: Abelard, Anselm of Havelberg, Bernard of Chartres,
John of Salisbury, Peter of Blois, Buoncompagni, Odofredus, Robert
of Sorbonne, William of Auvergne, William of St. Amour, Humbert
de Romans, Alvarus Pelagius, Augustinus Triumphus of Ancona,
Pierre Dubois, Thomas Aquinas, Arnald of Villanova, William of
Ockham, Jean Buridan, Blasius of Parma, Antonino of Florence, Con-
rad Celtes, Falloppia the anatomist, and yet others. Besides the errors
of individuals, the experiences of individuals, the schemes of individ-
uals, and the criticisms by individuals which have already been men-
tioned, the selections comprise students’ jottings and records of their
activities (58, 122, 138), and personal letters (6, 7, 62, 139, 160).

In lieu of further introductory statement as to educational conditions
in general in the middle ages and the history of the universities, the
following reading may be suggested to those desiring so to orient
themselves: my “Elementary and Secondary Education in the Middle
Ages,” Speculum, XV (October, 1940), 400-408, and Professor
Charles Homer Haskins’ little book on T'he Rise of the Universities,
New York, 1923. For fuller reference as to technical terms or the his-
torical setting of particular events and documents the indices to Hast-
ings Rashdall’s three volume work, T'he Universities of Europe in the
Middle Ages,! will usually prove helpful.

! Original edition, Oxford, 1895; posthumous new edition by F. M. Powicke and
A. B. Emden, 1936.
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I

RIVALRY OF TEACHERS

Petri Abaelardi Historia calamitatum, Migne, Patrologia latina,
vol. 178, cols. 114-26.

There is no more familiar, and perhaps no more important, figure in the
intellectual history of the twelfth century than Abelard (1079-1142). His
name has often been connected both with the origin of universities in west-
ern Europe and with the development of scholastic method in Latin. In the
following extract from a letter telling the story of his misfortunes he gives
details as to his own early studies and teaching which illustrate the rivalry
between individual teachers that preceded the formation of scholastic gilds
and university faculties,

-« . Moreover I had a father who had some training in letters
before he put on the trappings of war. Wherefore later he grew so
fond of literature that he was disposed to have all his sons instructed
in letters before they were trained in arms. And so ’twas done. As
therefore he held me his firstborn the more dear, so much the more
pains did he take with my education. For my part, the more extensively
and readily I progressed in literary studies, the more ardent became
my devotion to them, and I was allured into such a passion for them
that, surrendering to my brothers the pomp of military glory and my
hereditary prerogative as firstborn, I totally abdicated the court of
Mars to be received into the bosom of Minerva. And since I preferred
the panoply of dialectical arguments to all the documents of phi-
losophy, I exchanged other arms for these and esteemed the conflict
of disputation more than the trophies of war. Whereupon traversing
various provinces, disputing wherever I had heard that the pursuit of
this art was flourishing, I became an emulator of the Peripatetics.

Finally I came to Paris, where already this discipline was accus-
tomed to flourish most, to William forsooth of Champeaux as my
teacher, who was then prominent in this field actually and by reputa-
tion. Tarrying with him a time I was at first welcomed but later cor-
dially disliked, when I tried to refute some of his opinions and often
ventured to argue against him and sometimes seemed superior in dis-
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putation. Which indeed those who were esteemed chief among our
fellow scholars received with so much the greater indignation as I was
considered their junior in years and time of study. Hence the first be-
ginnings of my calamities which have lasted until now, and envy of
others has multiplied against me, the more my fame has been extended.
Finally it came about that presuming upon my ability beyond the
strength of my years I, a mere youth, aspired to instruct classes and
selected as a place where I should do so the then celebrated town of
Melun and royal seat. My aforesaid teacher got wind of this and
tried to remove my classes from his as far as he could and schemed
secretly in every way he could to carry off my classes and the place
provided for me before I should leave his. But since he had there
some enemies among the powers that be, relying on their aid I stuck
by my purpose, and his manifest jealousy won me the support of
many. _

From the very beginning of my teaching my name began to be
so magnified in the dialectical art that not only the reputation of my
fellow students but even of the master himself gradually contracted
and was extinguished. Hence it came about that, becoming more con-
fident of myself, I transferred my classes to Corbeil which is nearer
Paris and so gave opportunity for more frequent assaults of disputa-
tion. But not long afterwards I had a breakdown from overstudy and
had to go home, and, for some years removed from France, I was de-
sired the more ardently by those whom the study of dialectic attracted.
Moreover after a few years, when finally I had recovered my health,
that teacher of mine, William, archdeacon of Paris, had changed his
former habit and joined the order of regular clergy with this inten-
tion, as they said, that as he was believed more religious he would be
promoted to a higher degree of prelacy, as soon happened, he being
made bishop of Chilons. But this changed mode of life recalled him
neither from the city of Paris nor from his accustomed study of
philosophy, but in the monastery too, to which he had betaken himself
for religion’s sake, he straightway instituted public classes in the wonted
manner. Then I, returned to him in order to hear rhetoric from him,
among other aims of our disputations compelled him by the clearest
line of argument to alter, nay to destroy, his old view as to universals.
Moreover, he was of such opinion concerning the community of uni-
versals that he held that the same whole thing essentially was at once
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present in its single individuals, of which there would be no diversity
in essence but variety only in the multitude of accidents. Then he so
corrected his opinion that he said henceforth the same thing not essen-
tially but indifferently. And since the main question among dialecticians
regarding universals has always been on this very point—so that even
Porphyry in his Isagogae, when he wrote of universals, did not venture
to define it, saying, “For this is a very difficult business,”—when Wil-
liam had corrected, nay rather abandoned, this opinion, his lectures
became so neglected that he was hardly permitted to lecture on logic,
as if the whole sum of that art consisted in this opinion as to universals.
As a consequence my teaching acquired such strength and authority
that those who before were violent adherents of that master of ours
and who most attacked my teaching poured into my classes, and the
successor of our master in the schools of Paris offered his place to
me, in order that there with others he might sit under my teaching,
where once his master and my master had flourished.

Therefore within a few days after I began to teach dialectic there,
with what envy our master began to grow green, with what grief to
rage, is not easy to express in words. And not long enduring the tide
of woe, he cannily set about to get rid of me even then. And because
he had nothing which he could bring openly against me, by advanc-
ing most disgraceful charges he plotted to take away the classes from
him who had yielded his teaching to me, substituting in his place an-
other person hostile to me. Then I went back to Melun and held classes
there as before, and the more clearly his envy had me as its object, so

much the more authority it conferred upon me, according to the line
of the poet:

Spite aims-at the lofty, winds blow over the mountains.?

Moreover not long after, when he understood that almost all his
disciples were much in doubt as to his religion and murmured loud as
to his conversion, because forsooth he had not withdrawn from the
city, he transferred himself and the convent of brothers with his classes
to a town far from the city. Immediately I returned from Melun to
Paris, hoping for peace from him henceforth. But since, as we have
said, he had caused our place to be occupied by our rival, I pitched the
camp of my classes outside the city on Mount Sainte Geneviéve, as it

! Ovid, De remediis amoris, 1, 169.
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were to lay siege to him who had occupied my place. Hea.ring of this,
our master, straightway impudently returning to the city, reestab-
lished such classes as he could get and the convent of the brothers
at the original monastery, as if to relieve from our siege'his ally whom
he had deserted. But although he intended to help him, he greatly
harmed him. For that one had earlier had some students, such as they
were, because of lectures on Priscian at which he was thought to excel.
But after the master came back, he lost them all and so was compelled
to give up teaching. Not long after, as it were despairing of further
worldly glory, he too entered the monastery. Bl}t, after the return of
our master to the city, what conflicts of disputations my student_s hzfd
both with him and his students and what success fortune gave mine in
these conflicts and to me myself the event itself has long since in-
formed you. But I may modestly repeat and boldly utter that saying
of Ajax:
. if you seek to know the outcome
Of this fight, I was not overcome by him.*

But should I keep silence, the affair itself shouts and indicates its out-
come. . .

But while these things were going on, my dearest mother Lucia
forced me to return home. For she, after the conversion of my father
Berengar to the monastic life, was arranging to do the same. When
this was over, I returned to France, primarily to study theology at
2 time when our oft-mentioned master William had been raised to the
bishopric of Chilons. Moreover, in lectures on theology 'his master,
Anselm of Laon, then held from of yore the highest authority. I the'rc-
fore went to this old man for whom long practice rather than ingenuity
or memory had made a name. To whom if anyone went uncertain as
to any question, he came away even more puzzled. He was m'deed a
wonder in the eyes of his auditors but of no account in the sight of
those who asked him questions. He had a wonderful command of
language but contemptible sense and no reasoning power. When he
lit the fire, he filled the house with smoke, not with light. . . .

2 Ovid, Metamorphoses, X111, 89—go.
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2

HOW BERNARD DRILLED THE BOYS
IN GRAMMAR AT CHARTRES

Loannis Saresberiensis episcopi Carnotensis Metalogicon, ed. C. C. 1.
Webb, Oxford, 1929, lib. I, cap. 24 (in part); Migne, Patrologia
latina, vol. 199, cols. 854~53.

John of Salisbury, who died in 1180, completed the Metalogicon (or, Meta-
logicus, as it is less correctly called), from which the following extract is
drawn, in 1159. It describes the much earlier teaching of Bernard of Char-
tres, who was perhaps dead by 1130. As the previous selection by Abelard
depicted lectures in logic and theology, so John tells of more elementary
instruction in the rudiments of Latin grammar, literature, and composition
in the early twelfth century. Bernard of Chartres is no longer identified
with the poet, Bernard Silvester, whose De mundi universitate was written
later in the century during the pontificate of Eugenius IIT (1145~1153).
Bernard of Chartres scems to have left no writings and to have been first
and foremost a teacher. John of Salisbury seems to have learned of his
methods of teaching only at second hand and after the event.

Bernard of Chartres, the most copious fount of letters in Gaul in
modern times, followed this method and in the reading of authors
pointed out what was simple and in accordance with the rules. Gram-
matical figures, rhetorical embellishments, the cavils of sophistry, and
the bearings of the passage assigned for reading upon other disciplines
he set forth as he went along, not however trying to teach everything
at once but dispensing gradually a measured amount of learning ac-
cording to the capacity of his hearers. And because a brilliant style
comes either from propriety, that is, when adjective or verb is ele-
gantly united with its substantive, or from translation, that is, when a
word for good reason is altered to another meaning, he inculcated
these points as occasion offered in the minds of his hearers. And be-
cause memory is strengthened and talent is sharpened by exercise, he
urged some by admonitions to imitate what they heard and others by
blows and penalties.! Each was obliged to review on the following

! This illustrates the fact that in medieval and early modern schools corporal pun-

ishment was inflicted for failure in lessons and not merely for infractions of discipline.
It also shows that the school of Bernard of Chartres was below university grade. As
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day something of what he had heard on the preceding day, some more,
others less; for the day after was with them the disciple of the day
before. The evening exercise, which was called declinatio, was so
stuffed with grammar that if anyone took it for a full year, unless he
was duller than the average, he would have in hand the principles of
speaking and writing and could not remain ignorant of the meaning of
words that are in common use.

But since neither school nor any day should be without religion,
such material was set before them as would edify faith and morals, and
by which those who had assembled, as if for some collation, should be
stimulated to good deeds. So the last part of this declinatio, or rather
philosophical collation, preferred the paths of piety and commended
the souls of the dead to their Redeemer by devout repetition of the
sixth Psalm in the Penitentials and the Lord’s Prayer. As for the
boys’ preceding exercises, he assigned poets or orators whom they
should imitate in prose or poems, bidding them follow in their foot-
steps, and he showed how to join statements together and how to end
them elegantly. If anyone to improve his own work sewed on foreign
cloth, he would call attention to the theft but usually would inflict no
punishment. Rather if the inept composition merited this, he would
with gracious indulgence order and make the person who had been
thus detected set to work imitating authors, so that he who imitated
the men of the past might come to deserve the imitation of posterity.
This, too, he taught among the first rudiments and fixed in their minds,
what virtue there is in economy, what in the adornment of things, what
words are praiseworthy; when speech should be bare and, as it were,
lean; when abundant, when fulsome, when moderate in all respects.
He advised them to read over histories and poems carefully, not as if
impelled by spurs to flight; and he was always demanding that from
each reading one should daily commit something to memory. Yet he
said to avoid what was superfluous and that the writings of illus-
trious authors were sufficient, since “to busy oneself with what any
worthless man has ever written is either too wretched a task or a2 mat-

Rashdall writes ( The Universities of Europe in the Middle Ages, 111, 1936, 358—59) :
“It is only in reference to the grammar school that we meet with any allusion to flog-
ging; it is the grammar-master who was presented with the birch as the symbol of
his office. . . . In all the university records of the Middle Ages there is not a single
hint or allusion to corporal punishment until the fifteenth century.”
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ter of empty boasting, and detains and wastes ability that might better
be occupied otherwise. For that which takes the place of something
better is in that respect disadvantageous and cannot be held of good
repute. For to open every volume and turn over every leaf, even
those not worth reading, is no more necessary than to attend to old
wives’ tales. For as Augustine says in the book De ordine, “Who says
that 2 man appears uneducated because he has not heard of Daedalus’s
flying? Does not he seem to be a liar who told the story; and he
stupid who believes it; and he impudent who asks about it? Or take a
case in which I am accustomed to pity my friends greatly, who, if
they cannot tell the name of the mother of Euryalus, are accused of
ignorance, although they dare not call those who question them
curious and idle triflers.’” 2 Such were his words, spoken elegantly
and truly. Wherefore it was justly held by the ancients to be a virtue
n a grammarian to be ignorant of some things.

And since in every exercise for pupils nothing is more useful than
to become accustomed to that which should be done by the art, they
daily wrote prose and poems and drilled themselves in mutual colla-
tions, an exercise than which indeed there is nothing more useful for
eloquence, nothing more expeditious toward science; and it is a great
help in life, if only charity rules this industry and if humility is main-
tained in this literary progress. By no means “is it for the same man to
serve letters and carnal vices.” 3

After the standards of this master my teachers in grammar, William
of Conches and Richard Bishop,* now archdeacon at Coutances, 2 man
of good life and conversation, for some time trained their students.
But afterwards, because opinion made prejudice to the truth, and men
preferred to seem rather than be philosophers, and professors of the
arts promised to transmit all philosophy to their hearers in less than
three or two years’ time, they ceased teaching, overcome by the on-
slaught of the unskilled multitude. And from that time on less time

2 Augustine, De ordine, 11, 12, 37, Migne, Patrologia latina, 32, 1012—13.

3 Jerome, Epistolae, 125, 11, Migne, Patrologia latina, 22, 1078.

% John seems to have studied under William and Richard from about 1138 to 1141.
William later entered the service of Geoffrey Plantagenet, to whom as duke of Nor-
mandy he addressed his Dragmaticon, a revision of Philosophia, between 1144 and
1150, while he prepared for the future Henry II of England a collection of moral
extracts from classical Latin authors. Richard Bishop became bishop of Avranches

in 1171, dying only in 1182, but one infers that William was no longer living in
1159 when John wrote,
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and pains have been spent on the study of grammar. .The result is that
those who profess all arts, both liberal and mechanical, do not know
even the first, without which one vainly advances to thc': others. It may
be, ’tis true, that other subjects are of assistance to literature, but it
is the peculiar prerogative of this study to make men lettered. . . .

3

AN EARLY REFERENCE TO A MEDICAL
SCHOOL AT MONTPELLIER

Anselmi Havelbergensis Vita Adelbersi Moguntiae e:pi.rc?pi, efi.

Jafté, Bibliotheca rerum germamicarum, 111, 592-93; reprinted in

Cartulaire de Puniversité de Montpellier, 1 (1890), 758, and from
it by Fournier, Les statuts er priviléges, 11 (1891), 1.

The selection is from the life by Anselm, bishop of Havelberg, of Adel-
bert II of Saarbriicken, elected bishop of Mainz in August 1137, conse-
crated May 29, 1138, and deceased at Erfurt July 17, 1141. I.t describes
Adelbert’s studies at Montpellier, which he visited after attendl.ng classes
in Reims and Paris. Fournier gives a false impression that the lines épply
to Anselm: “Anselm de Havelberg, avant son retour 3 Mayence, suit les
cours de médecine 3 Montpellier.” Anselm was sent in 1136 by th(? emperor
Lothair to Constantinople where he disputed theological questions with
Nicetas of Nicomedia, in the presence of the Byzantine emperor, John
Comnenus, and such learned westerners and translators from the Greek as
James of Venice, Burgundio of Pisa, and Moses of Bergamo, th.e last-named
acting as interpreter. Anselm became archbishop of Ravenna in 1155 and
died in 1158. In translating the leonine hexameters I have endeavored to
keep the internal rhymes and something of the general effect.

Here an adolescent arrived to find the town pleasant,

Dear old Montpellier, whose real middle name .is Live-well-aye,
Where medical science is granted a seat and applxanf:e:.

Here, too, sound doctrine, practical precepts of medicine,

By doctors are stated who have truly meditateFl

On giving advice to the well, to the sick a poultice. o .
He learned, while there dwelling, in brief what medicine is telling,
The causes perceiving of nature, things occult believing,

MEDICAL SCHOOL AT MONTPELLIER I1

Not wealth to importune, nor seeking after a large fortune,
But because of Nature he would learn the true nomenclature.

4

THE EDUCATION OF JOHN OF SALISBURY

Metalbgicon, ed. Webb, 1929, lib. I, cap. 10; Migne, Patrologia
latina, vol. 199, cols. 867-69.

Concerning John of Salisbury see the introduction to Selection 2. His recol-
lections as to his teachers and the time spent with them do not seem to be
in exact chronological order, or at least are sometimes hard to reconcile
with dates which are derived from other sources.

When first as a mere lad I went to Gaul for an education in the year
after the illustrious king of the Angles, Henry, the lion of justice,
departed from human affairs, I betook me to the Peripatetic of Palais !
who at that time presided on the hill of Sainte Geneviéve as a doctor
celebrated and admired by all. There at his feet I received the first
rudiments of the art of logic and as far as my small talents permitted
I received with all the avidity of my mind whatever fell from his lips.
Then after his departure, which seemed to me all too soon, I attached
myself to master Alberic, who shone forth as the dialectian most
esteemed among the rest and was indeed the sharpest opponent of the
nominalists. Thus, spending almost the whole of two years on the hill,
I had as my teachers in this art Alberic and master Robert of Melun
—to use the name that he earned in the school system, although he was
of English birth. One of them, very exact in everything, found room
for questioning everywhere, so that no matter how polished the sur-
face he could find some flaw in it and, as they say, a rush would not
have been without knots for him, for even in it he would have shown
where there ought to be knots! The other, on the other hand, very
quick in his answers, never dodged any question by means of sub-
terfuges, nay he would take either side of 2 contradiction, or by bring-
ing out the manifold arguments he would teach that there was no one
answer. So one was subtle and prolific in questions; the other, clear-

! Abelard is meant.
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headed, brief, and apt in his answers. If the qualities of these two had
all been combined in any one man, his equal as a disputant would not
have been found in our age. For both were sharp-witted and hard stu-
dents and in my opinion would have become great and famous men
in physical studies, if they had built on the great foundation of litera-
ture, if they had devoted as much attention to the remains of the
ancients as they gave applause to their own inventions. So much for
the time in which I heard them. For afterwards one of them going to
Bologna unlearned what he used to teach and on. his return untaught
it—whether for the better, let those judge who heard him both before
and after. The other forsooth becoming proficient in divine letters
won the glory of an even higher philosophy and of a more cele-
brated name.? Drilled by them for all of two years, I became so accus-
tomed to allotting places, and to rules, and to the other elementary
rudiments with which the minds of boys are instructed and in which
the aforesaid doctors were most capable and expeditious, that it seemed
to me that I knew all these things as well as my own nails and fingers.
Evidently I had learned this: to account my knowledge with youthful
levity as of more importance than it was. I thought myself an adept
because I was quick in those things that I had heard.

Then coming to myself and measuring my powers, thanks to t'he
kindness of my teachers I straightway betook me to the grammarian
of Conches and heard him lecture for three years. Meanwhile I did a
great deal of reading, nor shall I ever regret that time. Later on I
followed Richard Bishop, a man ignorant of scarcely any science, who
had more heart than mouth, more learning than facility, truth than
vanity, virtue than ostentation; and what I had heard from others
received all again from him and I learned some things which I had
not heard pertaining to the quadrivium, on which to some extent I
had previously heard Hardewin the Teuton. I reviewed rhetoric too,
which before I had understood little of, when with some others I
heard it scantily discussed by master Theodoric. But later I received

2R. L. Poole, Ilustrations of the History of Medieval Thought, p. 205, com-
menting upon this passage, says: “Of Robert of Melun he could not now foretell the
future, when as bishop of Hereford, twenty-five years later, he proved a prelate after
Henry the Second’s own heart and a sturdy combatant against the archbishop’s party.

At present John knows only his achievements as a theologian, in which quality he
was greatly esteemed as a systematic and most orthodox writer.”
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it more fully from Peter Helias. And inasmuch as I had become the
tutor of some nobles’ children, who supplied me with a livelihood, des-
titute as I was of aid from friends and relatives, God relieving my
poverty, I was stimulated by the requirements of my position and the
urging of the boys to recall more frequently to mind what I had heard.
Wherefore I struck up a closer friendship with master Adam, a man
of keenest wit and, whatever others may think, of much learning, who
applied himself to Aristotle more than the rest. So that, although he
was not my master, he kindly gave me the benefit of his learning and
showed himself very open with me, which he did to no one else or to
very few. For he was thought to be of a jealous disposition.

Meanwhile William of Soissons—who later made an engine to lay
siege, as his adherents say, to old-fashioned logic and reach unexpected
consequences and destroy the opinions of the ancients—was teaching
the first elements of logic, and finally I added him to the preceptor
already mentioned. There perhaps he learned that the same is from
contradiction, when Aristotle is maligned, because the same when it is
and when it is not is not necessarily the same. And also when some-
thing is, it is not necessary that it be the same and not be. For nothing
comes from contradiction, and it is impossible that contradiction come
from anything. Wherefore I could not be induced by the impelling
engine of my friend to believe that all impossibles come from one im-
possible. From this I was withdrawn by the scantiness of my income,
the request of my associates, and the advice of friends, to assume the
position of a teacher. I obeyed.

Returning at the end of three years I found master Gilbert 2 and
heard him lecture on logic and theology, but all too soon he was re-
moved. Robert Pullus succeeded, praiseworthy alike in life and learn-
ing. Then Simon of Poissy received me, a conscientious lecturer but

® Gilbert de la Porrée left Paris for Poitiers in 1141~1142 and died in 1154. He
composed a standard work, T/e Book of Six Principles (Liber sex principiorum) which
treated of the last six of the ten categories, of which Aristotle had discussed only the
first four. It was printed accurately in 1479, 1481, and 1484, but in 1496 appeared
in a garbled humanistic edition by Hermolaus Barbarus in which the sense of the
original was often lost in the attempt to paraphrase it in more elegant Latin. This
garbled version came to prevail in most subsequent editions and citations, and was

even regarded as a translation from a Greek original. See Hauréau, Notices et Extraits,

I (1890), 298—301. A recent edition of the Liber de sex principiis is by A. Heysee,
O.M., Munich, 1929.

—
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dull disputant. But I had these two teachers in theology exclusively.
Thus well nigh twelve years slipped by, as I was occupied with varied
studies,

So I thought it would be pleasant to revisit the old classmates whom
I had left and whom dialectic still detained on the Mount, to confer
with them concerning the old problems, and, by comparing notes,
measure our respective progress. I found the same men and just
where they were, for they neither seemed to have advanced an inch
towards solving the old problems, nor had they, added a single new
one. As teachers they drove with the same goads that drove them as
students. In only one respect had they grown proficient: they had un-
learned moderation, they knew no modesty, to such a degree that one
despaired of their reformation. Thus I learned by experience an evi-
dent lesson, that, just as dialectic facilitates other disciplines, so, if
studied alone, it remains lifeless and sterile, nor does it stimulate
the soul to bear fruits of Philosophy, unless it conceives elsewhere.

S
THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

John of Salisbury, £ ntheticus, lines 42-54, Migne, Patrolo gia latina,
199, 966.

In these lines John of Salisbury satirizes the self-confidence and presumption
of the young scholars and teachers of his time.

On all sides they shout: “Where is this old donkey going?

Why speaks he to us of the sayings or deeds of the ancients?

We have inside information; our youth is self-taught.

Our band does not accept the dogmas of the ancients.

We do not bother ourselves to follow the utterances

Of those authors whom Greece has and Rome cherishes.

I'am a resident of the Petit-Pont,! a new author in arts,
And glory that previous discoveries are my own,
What the elders taught, but dear youth knows not yet,

! The bridge at the foot of Rue . Jacques connecting the Latin quarter of Paris
with PIle de la Cité and opening on Place du Parvis Notre-Dame.

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT 1§

I swear was the invention of my own bosom.
A worshipping crowd of youth surrounds me, and thinks
That when I make grandiloquent boasts, I merely speak the truth.”

L4
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LITERATURE VERSUS LOGIC

A LETTER WRITTEN ABOUT 1160 BY PETER OF
BLOIS, CONCERNING TWO BOYS WHOM HE
IS TUTORING

Chartularium umiversitatis Parisiensis, 1, 27-29.

Peter of Blois was a disciple of John of Salisbury and maintained much the
same views as his master with regard to the classics and contemporary edu-
cation. He was on intimate terms with both Henry II of England and Wil-
liam 1T of Sicily and held high offices in both countries and in the church,
but is noted especially as an elegant letter-writer, He did not die until the
end of the twelfth century or beginning of the next.

To his dearest lord and friend R., archdeacon of Nantes, Pierre de
Blois greeting and anything better. The day before yesterday you en-
trusted two of your nephews to me to educate, the one still a child, the
other already past the age of puberty. Now by letter you strongly
extol and commend the talent of the older and you assert that you
have never found a man of subtler vein. So you beg and urge that
timely magisterial vigilance center upon him, for you deem it light
to put the finishing touches on that edifice to which another’s care has
given increment. But the thing really goes the other way. For I hope
better things of the education of him who comes to me rude and un-
formed than from another whose character has already begun to
harden and has as it were impressed on itself the stamp of another
teacher. Wax and clay and things which are susceptible to moulding
are shaped more easily and faithfully to the moulder’s will if they
have never received the lineaments of form before. Indeed Quintilian
says in the book Oz r4e Training of the Orator ! that Timotheus, a
famous artist with the flute, was wont to ask double pay from those
who had had a previous teacher. . .

tLib. II, cap. 3.
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You regard William as of subtler vein and acuter genius because
omitting grammar and literature he has hastened to the cunning (.)f
logic, where he learns dialectic not in books as is customary but in
schedules and notebooks. In these there is no foundation for litera-
ture, and that subtlety which you extol is harmful to many. For Seneca
says: “Naught is more hateful than subtlety, where subtlety is alone..” 2
For what good does it do them to spend their days on these things which
are of no advantage to anyone at home or in the camp or in the forum
or in the cloister or at court or in the church, but only in the schools?

. . . Some before they are imbued with elementary disciplines are
taught to inquire about the point, the line, the surface, the quantity of
the soul, fate, the inclination of nature, chance and free will, matter
and motion, the principles of bodies, the progress of multitude and
section of magnitude, what time is, what empty space, what place,
de eodem et diverso, of the divisible and individual, of the substance
and form of the voice, of the essence of universals, of the origin, use,
and end of virtues, of the causes of things, of the tides of ocean, of the
source of the Nile, of various secrets of latent nature, of various figures
of cases which occur in contracts or quasi-contracts, in criminal or quasi-
criminal actions, of the first beginnings of things, and many other
matters which require a foundation of fuller science and more eminent
intellects.

Tender years should first be instructed in rules of the art of gram-
mar, in analogies, in barbarisms, in solecisms, in tropes and schemata.
These were the studies on which Donatus, Servius, Priscian, Isidore,
Bede and Cassiodorus expended much diligence, which rest assurc?d
they would not have done if the foundation of science could be laid
without these. For Quintilian, too, who transmits this discipline and
asserts it should be transmitted, extols it with such praises that he openly
protests that without it the name of science cannot exist. Caius Caesar
published books on analogy, knowing that without this science qcither
prudence, in which he was most perfect, nor eloquence, in which he
was most potent, could easily be obtained by anyone. Marcus Tulljus,
as is plain from his frequent letters, diligently invites his son to study
grammar which he cherished most tenderly. And what use is it to
evolve schedules, to found verbose Swmmae and invert cunning sophis-
mata, to damn the writings of the andients, and to reprove everything

2 Epist. 88.
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not found in the syllabi of their masters. It is written, that science is
in the ancients. Nor is Jeremiah rescued from the lake till old and
worn garments are let down to him by ropes. For one does not ascend
from ignorance to the light of science, unless the writings of the ancients
are pored over zealously. Jerome glories that he spent much time on

the writings of Origen. Horace, too, boasts that he had read and re-
read Homer,

Who tells what’s beautiful, what shameful, what useful,
What not, more plainly and better than Chrisippus and Crantor.3

I know that it was of great use to me that, when as a boy I was
trained in the art of versification, at the suggestion of the master I took
my material not from fables but true history. It was of advantage to
me that as an adolescent I was forced to memorize the letters of
Hildebert of Le Mans, noted for their elegant style and suave urbanity.
Besides certain other books which are celebrated in the schools, it was
advantageous to me to inspect frequently Trogus Pompeius, Josephus,
Suetonius, Egesippus, Quintus Curtius, Cornelius Tacitus, Titus Livius,
who all insert in their histories much for the edification of morals and
the perfecting of literary style. I read others too who do not deal with
history, whose number is legion, in all whom the diligence of mod-
erns can pluck flowers as it were in a fragrant garden and make for
itself the honey of suave urbane speech.

Do not therefore allege further the subtle genius of your nephew
William nor impute to me the fault if he does not attain perfection
shortly. For a patient is purged before he diets, and according to the
opinion of Timotheus, who required double pay for his labor from
the disciples of others, what is useless must first be torn up before
what is useful is planted. For in her marriage with Mercury, Philology
vomits up books of useless science before she merits to be raised to the
eminence of desired dignity.* Indeed I fear lest the saying of Timotheus
be too true, for John now is ahead of William in a certain textbook, the
head is turned towards the tail, and if John perseveres in purpose, the
junior will supplant the firstborn, and Jacob, Esau.

# Horace, 5. 1, ep. 2.
* Martianus Capella, De nupriis Philologiae ot Mercurii, lib. 11,
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7

. JOHN OF SALISBURY AT PARIS, 1164

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER BY HIM TO
THOMAS BECKET

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 16-19.

The letter, both from the joy expressed by John on his arrival axfd his ex-
treme reluctance to leave, attests the attractions of Paris, especially to a
former student there.

Since crossing the channel I have seemed to myself to sense the air
of a softer clime, and, after the swelling gales of tempests, I have

joyfully admired the abundance that prevails on every side, the quiet -

and happiness of the population. . . .

John goes on to tell of being well received by servants ‘of the count of
Guines, when he disembarked, and of proceeding to Paris by way of St.
Omer, Arras and Noyon.

When I saw the abundance of victuals there, the checrfu'lness of the
people, the reverence of the clergy, the majesty of the entire Church,
and the glory and varied occupations of those philosoph‘xzmg, like Jacob
admiring the ladder whose top touched the sky and which was ascended
and descended by angels, under the spur of pleasant travel I was com-
pelled to assert that truly God is in this place and I was unaware of
it. . .2

After a few days spent in hiring lodgings and unpacking luggage, 1
visited the king of France and set forth your case to him in order. . . .

John proceeds to explain that he has not gone on to Rome because, whe'n
he left England, Becket instructed him not to do so but to remain in Paris
as a student.

So, therefore, I departed, instructed by you that I fix my seat at
Paris and strive in all things to conform myself to the scholars therft.
God is my witness that, when I left you, I did not have tenpence in
the whole world, nor anyone, so far as I could see, to help me out. I
had, it is true, a few vessels worth about five marks, well known to

L Genesis, XXVIII, 16.
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all associates of our house, and 1 was deeply in debt, as many are
aware. So I borrowed twelve marks. But before leaving Kent I spent
three of these on luggage and servants. Then from the hand of William,
son of Paganus, I had seven marks of your generosity, with three more
yet to come, as you had ordered. That I received less is not your fault.

Coming, then, to Paris, according to your instructions I engaged a
commodious lodging, temporarily, as it seemed, and before I entered
it, I had spent some twelve pounds. Nor could I get into it without
advancing a whole year’s rent. Therefore I let the horses go and made
my arrangements for residence rather than traveling. So I am unpre-
pared to make the circuits which you now suggest and which cannot
be undertaken without expense, especially by a man holding ecclesias-

tical office and with many acquaintances, . . .2

8

PAPAL DEFENSE OF STUDENT
PRIVILEGES, 1170-1172

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 5-6.

It will be noted that this early example of papal support of student privileges
is associated with schools at Reims, not with the university of Paris, Simi-
larly, early in the century, Adelbert IT of Mainz had studied at Reims be-
fore proceeding to Paris and Montpellier.

Alexander, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to Peter, abbot of
St. Remy, and Fulco, dean of Reims, greeting. We have heard from a
complaint sent us of certain scholars who live in the burg St. Remy
that, when J. a priest of the burg St. Remy on a Sunday in the pres-

2On the other hand, Petrus Cellensis, an abbot at Reims, wrote warning John of
the perils of Paris and setting forth the superior attractions of religion as follows:
“There in the book of life you would discern, not figures and elements, but divinity
as it is and truth face to face, without the trouble of reading, without aching sight,
without fallacy or error of understanding, without trying to remember, without fear
of forgetting. O blessed school, where Christ teaches our hearts by the word of His
virtue, where without study and reading we learn how we should live “happily to
eternity! No book is bought there, no writing master is hired, no circumvention of
disputations, no intricacy of sophisms, plain discussion of all questions, full appre-
hension of all reasons and arguments. There life is more than lectures, simpleness than
tortuous reasoning.” (Chartularium, 1, 24.)
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ence of clergy and laymen led dances, casting aside clerical modesty,
and the same scholars in consequence reproached and derided the same
priest, he with the support of some persons made 2 furious on.slaught
upon the front door and windows of the schools with rash daring apd
laid violent hands on certain of the same scholars. Not content with
these injuries, without the knowledge of our venerable brother Henry,
archbishop of Reims, and his officials, on the very next day he laun.ched
a sentence of excommunication upon them, although they had neither
been cited nor had confessed, which excommunication the said arch-
bishop caused to be removed, as he should. In which affair the same
scholars submit that their liberty was grievously violated, since thfey
assert that they possess the liberty that no one shall dare to lay vio-
lent hands upon them or to promulgate an ecclesiastical sentence so
long as they wish to remain under the jurisdiction of their own master.
Provoked by this and other injuries, the aforesaid scholars, as they
assert, summoned the same priest to our presence, but he has not pre-
sented himself to our sight either in person or by proxy. Since there-
fore in this, if it be true, the same priest seems to have sinned in many
ways, we, as indeed we should, not wishing to leave his sins unpun-
ished, command your discretion by apostolic writings that, convoking
the parties before your presence, you studiously inquire from them
the truth of the matter, and, if you shall find that the said priest led
dances in the sight of clergy and laymen, and for such reason so great
injury was done the said scholars, or that he thus incautiously sub-
jected them to the anathema, you shall punish him hard and well by
our authority without possibility of appeal for such levity, presump-
tion, and audacity. And if it shall seem clear to you that he or his
accomplices laid violent hands on any of the said scholars who were
clergy, you shall, relying on apostolic authority and refusing all con-
tradiction and appeal, publicly denounce them excommunicate and you
shall see to it that they are shunned as excommunicate, until they
render due satisfaction to those injured and present themselves to the
apostolic sight with the testimony of your letters. And you shall forbid
anyone to dare to molest the said scholars against their liberty in any
way, so long as they are prepared to submit to the jurisdiction of
their master. Given at Tusculum the eighth of November.
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9

DECREE OF THE THIRD LATERAN
COUNCIL, 1179

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 10.

Since the church of God as a kindly mother is held to provide for
those needs which pertain to physical welfare and those which con-
tribute to the progress of souls, lest the opportunity of reading and edu-
cation be denied poor children who cannot be aided by the resources
of their parents, let some sufficient benefice be set aside in every cathe-
dral church for a master who shall teach the clergy of the same church
and poor scholars gratis,! whereby the need for a teacher shall be
met and the way to knowledge opened to learners. In other churches,
too, and monasteries, if in time past any provision has been made for
this purpose, let it be reestablished. And for the permission to teach let
no one demand any fee whatever, or ask anything from teachers under
the cover of some custom, or forbid any fit person to teach if he seeks
permission. Moreover, whoever presumes to contravene this, let him
be deprived of ecclesiastical benefice, since he seems to deserve de-
privation of the fruits of his labor in the church of God who from
cupidity of mind, while he sells the license to teach, strives to impede
the progress of the church.

10

FOUNDATION OF THE COLLEGE
DE DIX-HUIT, 1180

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 49.

This is the oldest record of the foundation of a college at Paris or any
other European university. The eighteen scholars were for a time lodged
in a house opposite the Hotel-Dieu on the island but later were moved south
of the Seine, where the college was located in Rue des Poirées next to the
Sorbonne. Just before the French Revolution the chapter of Notre-Dame

LIt would seem a fair inference from this that well-to-do laymen paid fees to
schoolmasters to educate their sons.
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still possessed the right of inspection, but the house had disappeared and its
place was taken by the garden of the Sorbonne, while the number of pen-
sioners had shrunk from eighteen to eight.

I, Barbe-d’Or, dean of the church of Paris and the entire chapter of
the same church. We wish it made known to all, present or to come,
that when Sir Jocius de Londoniis returned from Jer}lsalem and in-
spected with extreme zeal of devotion the administr.atxon of the hos-
pice of the blessed Mary at Paris for the poor and sick, he saw there
a certain room, in which by an old custom poor ‘clerks were lodged.
He acquired it in perpetuity from the proctors of the same house for
use of the said clerks at a cost of §2 pounds, by our advice and that of
master Hilduin, chancellor of Paris, then a proctor of the same place,
on this condition, that the proctors of the same house forever pro-
vide sufficient beds for eighteen scholars and clerks and each month
twelve nummi from the alms collected in the hospital chest. The said
clerks should take turns in carrying the cross and holy water before
the bodies of those who die in the same house and each night cele-
brate seven penitential psalms and the due prayers instituted of olgi.
Moreover, that this remain firm and stable, said Jocius ordered this
charter of our constitution to be drawn up for the said clerks and 'dc-
manded that it be confirmed by the mark of our seal. Done publicly
at Paris in our Chapter, the year from the Incarnation of the Lord
1180. . . .

[The names of the members of the Chapter follow.]

II

AN INVECTIVE AGAINST THE NEW
LEARNING
STEPHEN OF TOURNAI TO THE POPE,
1192-1203
Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 47-48.

Stephen, who had previously been abbot of Sainte Genevieve, b.ecame b.ishop
of Tournai in 1192 and died in 1203, but it is not known if this letter is ad-
dressed to Celestine IIT or Innocent II1.
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Having obtained indulgence, let us speak to our lord, whose gentle-
ness emboldens us, whose prudence sustains our inexperience, whose
patience promises impunity. To this the authority of our ancestors com-
pels us and a disease gradually insinuating whose ills, if not met at
the start, will be incurable in the end. Nor do we say this, father, as if
we wished to be censors of morals, or judges of doctors, or debaters
of doctrines. This load requires stouter shoulders, and this battle awaits
the robust frames of spiritual athletes. We merely wish to indicate
the sore spot to your holy paternity, to whom God has given both the
power to uproot errors and the knowledge to correct them.

The studies of sacred letters among us are fallen into the workshop
of confusion, while both disciples applaud novelties alone and masters
watch out for glory rather than learning. They everywhere compose
new and recent summulse and commentaries, by which they attract,
detain, and deceive their hearers, as if the works of the holy fathers
were not still sufficient, who, we read, expounded holy scripture in the
same spirit in which we believe the apostles and prophets composed it.
They prepare strange and exotic courses for their banquet, when at the
nuptials of the son of the king of Taurus his own flesh and blood are
killed and all prepared, and the wedding guests have only to take and
eat what is set before them. Contrary to the sacred canons there is
public disputation as to the incomprehensible deity; concerning the
incarnation of the Word, verbose flesh and blood irreverently litigates.
The indivisible Trinity is cut up and wrangled over in the trivia, so
that now there are as many errors as doctors, as many scandals as
classrooms, as many blasphemies as squares. Again, if a case comes
up which should be settled by canon law either under your jurisdiction
or within that of the ordinary judges, there is produced from the
vendors an inextricable forest of decretals presumably under the name
of pope Alexander of sacred memory, and older canons are cast aside,
rejected, expunged. When this plunder has been unrolled before us,
those things which were wholesomely instituted in councils of holy
fathers neither impose form on councils nor an end to cases, since let-
ters prevail which perchance advocates for hire invented and forged in
their shops or cubicles under the name of Roman pontiffs. A new vol-
ume composed of these is solemnly read in the schools and offered for
sale in the forum to the applause of a horde of notaries, who rejoice
that in copying suspect opuscula both their labor is lessened and their
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pay increased. Two woes are the aforesaid, and lo, a third remains:
faculties called liberal having lost their pristine liberty are sunk in
such servitude that adolescents with long hair impudently usurp their
professorships, and beardless youths sit in the seat of their seniors,
and those who don’t yet know how to be disciples strive to be named
masters. And they write their summaulae moistened with drool and
dribble but unseasoned with the salt of philosophers. Omitting the
rules of the arts and discarding the authentic books of the artificers,
they seize the flies of empty words in their sophisms like the claws
of spiders. Philosophy cries that her garments are torn and disordered
and, modestly concealing her nudity by a few specific tatters, neither s
consulted nor consoles as of old. All these things, father, call for the
hand of apostolic correction, that the disorder in teaching, learning
and disputing may be reduced to due form by your authority, that the
divine word be not cheapened by vulgar handling, that it be not said
on the street corners, “Lo Christ is here or lo He is there,” lest what is
holy be given to dogs and pearls be trodden under foot by swine.

12

A CALL TO CONSTANTINOPLE, 1205

INNOCENT III URGES MASTERS AND SCHOLARS OF
PARIS TO GO TO THE AID OF THE NEW LATIN EM-
PEROR OF CONSTANTINOPLE IN REESTABLISH-
ING THE STUDY OF LETTERS THERE AFTER
THE FOURTH CRUSADE

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 62-63.

To all masters and scholars of Paris. Divine clemency excites us multi-
fariously and in many ways to awake from the sleep of death to life
and from the slough of despond to breathe the hope of eternal glory.
We indeed exult, and the entire church of the saints may justly exult,
that there has visited us a visitor arising from on high, so that a great
part of the eastern church, almost all Greece forsooth, which for a long
time past has scorned to follow the footsteps of its mother the holy
Roman church, in our time has changed from disobedience to obedience
and from contempt to devotion. To greater affluence of joys contributes
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the fact that the most Christian man, our dearest son in Christ, Baldwin,
illustrious emperor of Constantinople, is working with all his powers at
means by which the Christian religion can and should be propagated,
and is laboring zealously and diligently that the edifice already in large
part constructed may not sink in ruin. Recently in fact, diffusing the
devotion planted in his breast to the branches of good works, he hum-
bly begged us to see fit to induce and warn you by apostolic letters to
come to Greece and work for the reform of the study of letters there,
where it is known to have had its first beginning. Wishing therefore
to give ear benignly to the same emperor in his petitions, the more that
we have frequently tested his sincerity in major matters of faith, we
pointedly ask and urge your university, ordering by apostolic writings
to you that, carefully recalling how great difficulties and discomforts
your ancestors underwent in order to imbue their early years with
literary disciplines, many of you shall not hesitate to go out to a land
filled with silver and gold and gems, furnished with corn, wine and
oil, and abounding in all good things, in order that to the honor and
glory of Him, from whom is the gift of all science, you may be of
profit there to Him and others, receiving, besides temporal riches and
honors, the rewards of eternal glory.

I3

PROFESSORS OF THEOLOGY AT PARIS
LIMITED TO EIGHT, 1207

LETTER OF INNOCENT III TO THE BISHOP OF
PARIS, NOVEMBER FOURTEENTH

Chartularium wuniversitatis Parisiensis, 1, 65.

Innocent, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to the venerable
brother, bishop of Paris, greeting and apostolic benediction. Just as
we believe it expedient that at the city of Paris, to which there is a
celebrated recourse of theologians for study of the sacred page, there
should be plenty of masters to break bread for the little ones who seek
it and refresh thirsting souls with the pabulum of the word of God,
so also it is becoming that their numbers be limited lest perchance,



26 PROFESSORS OF THEOLOGY

because of a burdensome multitude which has nothing to recommend-

it, either their function be cheapened or less satisfactorily executed,
since God made all things in number, measure and weight. Therefore
in this matter prudently relying on the authority of those present,
we firmly forbid that the number of masters of theology at Paris ex-
ceed eight, unless great necessity or utility should require this. To no
man whatever, then, be it permitted to infringe this page of our pro-
hibition or with rash boldness to act contrary to it. If, moreover, any-
one shall presume to attempt this, let him know that he will incur the
wrath of almighty God and of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul.
Given at Sutri on November 14, in the tenth year of our pontificate.

That the foregoing limitation was none too well observed is indicated by a
letter of Honorius III of November 16, 1218, in which he complains that
the chancellor has refused to permit Matheus de Scotia to teach theology be-
cause of this limitation of the number of such teachers, which the pope af-
firms has not to date been continuously observed. Chartularium, 1, 85.

14
THE CONDEMNATION OF 1210

DECREE OF THE BISHOPS OF SENS, PARIS, ETC.,
AGAINST HERETICS AND THE NATURAL
PHILOSOPHY OF ARISTOTLE

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 70.

Let the body of master Amaury be removed from the cemetery and
cast into unconsecrated ground, and the same be excommunicated by
all the churches of the entire province. Bernard, William of Arria the
goldsmith, Stephen priest of Old Corbeil, Stephen priest of Cella,
John priest of Occines, master William of Poitiers, Dudo the priest,
Dominicus de Triangulo, Odo and Elinans clerks of St. Cloud—these
are to be degraded and left to the secular arm. Urricus priest of
Lauriac and Peter of St. Cloud, now a monk of St. Denis, Guarinus
priest of Corbeil, and Stephen the clerk are to be degraded and im-
prisoned for life. The writings of David of Dinant are to be brought
to the bishop of Paris before the Nativity and burned.

Neither the books of Aristotle on natural philosophy nor their com-
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mentaries are to be read at Paris in public or secret, and this we for-
bid under penalty of excommunication. He in whose possession the
writings of David of Dinant are found after the Nativity shall be
considered a heretic.

As for the theological books written in French we order that they
be handed over to the diocesan bishops, both Credo in deum and Pater
noster in French except the lives of the saints, and 'this before the
Purification, because [then] he who shall be found with them shall
be held a heretic.

Among the heresies of the aforesaid persons—we are told—were that
the Father had worked without the Son and Holy Spirit before the incarna-
tion of the Son; that the Father was incarnated in Abraham, the Son in
Mary, and the Holy Spirit in us today; that whatever is, is God; that the
Son had ruled until now, but that henceforth the Holy Spirit would begin
to rule until the end of the world. However, it is well to repeat the caution
of the recent editors of Rashdall, I (1936), 355, note 2: “Many attempts
have been made to discover the exact nature and the sources of the views
ascribed to Amauri and to David of Dinant, but it is still uncertain whence
they derived them and how they were related to each other.” Consult further
G. Théry, Autour du décret de 1210: David de Dinant, 1925; G. C. C.

Capelle, Amaury de Béne: étude sur son panthéisme formel, 1932.

15

RULES OF THE UNIVERSITY
OF PARIS, 1215

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 78-79.

Robert, cardinal legate, prescribes the mode of lecturing in arts and in
theology, indicates what books the masters of arts should not read, formu-
lates the discipline of the scholars and the state of the university generally.

Robert, servant of the cross of Christ by divine pity cardinal priest of
the title, St. Stephen in Mons Caelius, legate of the apostolic see, to
all the masters and scholars of Paris eternal greeting in the Lord. Let
all know that, since we have had a special mandate from the pope to
take effective measures to reform the state of the Parisian scholars for
the better, wishing with the counsel of good men to provide for the
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tranquillity of the scholars in the future, we have decreed and or-
dained in this wise:

No one shall lecture in the arts at Paris before he is twenty-one years
of age, and he shall have heard lectures for at least six years before
he begins to lecture, and he shall promise to lecture for at least two
years, unless a reasonable cause prevents, which he ought to prove
publicly or before examiners. He shall not be stained by any infamy,
and when he is ready to lecture, he shall be examined according to the
form which is contained in the writing of the lord bishop of Paris,
where is contained the peace confirmed between the chancellor and
scholars by judges delegated by the pope, namely, by the bishop and
dean of Troyes and by P. the bishop and J. the chancellor of Paris
approved and confirmed. And they shall lecture on the books of Aris-
totle on dialectic old and new in the schools ordinarily and not a4
cursum.' They shall also lecture on both Priscians # ordinarily, or at
least on one. They shall not lecture on feast days 3 except on phi-
losophers and rhetoric and the quadrivium * and Barbarismus ® and
ethics, if it please them, and the fourth book of the Topics. They shall
not lecture on the books of Aristotle on metaphysics and natural phi-
losophy or on summaries of them or concerning the doctrine of master
David of Dinant or the heretic Amaury or Mauritius of Spain.

! Ordinary lectures were the regular and more important ones, given first in the
morning by the older and more highly paid professors. Extraordinary lectures were
delivered later in the day by lesser lights and to some extent were on supplementary
or less important texts and subjects. However, the same text that had been commented
on in ordinary lectures one year might be relegated to extraordinary lectures the
next year, thus making way for ordinary lectures that year on some other text. Ac-
cording to Rashdall, I (1936), 433—34, at Paris extraordinary lectures were called
cursory. The term cursor, however, was commonly applied to a bachelor who was
giving a lecture course for practice and would not go into the subject so deeply or at
such length as a full-fledged doctor. Hence a cursory treatment was more rapid and
superficial. See below, Selection 74, Hours of Classes.

2 Books 1—16 of Priscian’s grammar were called Priscianus maior, books 1718,
Priscianus minor.

% Ordinary—and extraordinary—lectures were not given on the numerous religious
holidays, but, as here indicated, some separate and special courses were put on feast days.

* That is, four of the seven liberal arts: arithmetic, geometry, music and astronomy.
The other three, grammar, rhetoric, and logic, made up the trivium.

5 The title of the third book of the 4rs maior of Donatus, the fourth-century gram-

marian who taught St. Jerome and whose grammar was so much used in the middle
ages.
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In the principia and meetings of the masters and in the responsions
or oppositions of the boys and youths there shall be no drinking. They
may summon some friends or associates, but only a few. Donations of
clothing or other things as has been customary, or more, we urge
should be made, especially to the poor. None of the masters lecturing
in arts shall have a cope except one round, black and reaching to the
ankles, at least while it is new. Use of the pallium is permitted. No one
shall wear with the round cope shoes that are ornamented or with
elongated pointed toes. If any scholar in arts or theology dies, half of
the masters of arts shall attend the funeral at one time, the other half
the next time, and no one shall leave until the sepulture is finished, un-
less he has reasonable cause. If any master in arts or theology dies, all
the masters shall keep vigils, each shall read or cause to be read the
Psalter, each shall attend the church where is celebrated the watch
until midnight or the greater part of the night, unless reasonable cause
prevent. On the day when the master is buried, no one shall lecture or
dispute.

We fully confirm to them the meadow of St. Germain in that con-
dition in which it was adjudicated to them.

Each master shall have jurisdiction over his scholar. No one shall
occupy a classroom or house without asking the consent of the tenant,
provided one has a chance to ask it. No one shall receive the licentiate
from the chancellor or another for money given or promise made or
other condition agreed upon. Also, the masters and scholars can make
both between themselves and with other persons obligations and con-
stitutions supported by faith or penalty or oath in these cases: namely,
the murder or mutilation of a scholar or atrocious injury done a scholar,
if justice should not be forthcoming, arranging the prices of lodgings,
costume, burial, lectures and disputations, so, however, that the uni-
versity be not thereby dissolved or destroyed.

As to the status of the theologians, we decree that no one shall lec-
ture at Paris before his thirty-ifth year and unless he has studied for
eight years at least, and has heard the books faithfully and in class-
rooms, and has attended lectures in theology for five years before he
gives lectures himself publicly. And none of these shall lecture before
the third hour on days when masters lecture. No one shall be admitted
at Paris to formal lectures or to preachings unless he shall be of ap-
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proved life and science. No one shall be a scholar at Paris who has no
definite master.

Moreover, that these decrees may be observed inviolate, we by vir-
tue of our legatine authority have bound by the knot of excommuni-
cation all who shall contumaciously presume to go against these our
statutes, unless within fifteen days after the offense they have taken
care to emend their presumption before the university of masters and
scholars or other persons constituted by the university. Done in the
year of Grace 1215, the month of August.

16

DOMINICAN STUDIES, 1228

REGULATION CONCERNING STUDIES IN THE ORDER
PUBLISHED IN THE GENERAL CHAPTER OF THE
FRIAR PREACHERS UNDER MASTER JORDANUS
AT PARIS, 1228

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 112-13.

The prior of the province or kingdoms, if he shall have brothers fitted
for teaching who can be trained for it in short order, shall send them
to study in a place where there is a university, and let not those to
whom they are sent dare to employ them otherwise or send them
back to their province unless they shall have been recalled.

Since great care is to be taken concerning students, let them have
some special brother without whose permission they shall not take
notes or hear lectures and who shall correct those matters which re-
quire correction in their studies. And if he cannot control them, let him
lay the matter before the prelate.

They shall not study in the books of the Gentiles and philosophers,
although they may inspect them briefly. They shall not learn secular
sciences nor even the arts which are called liberal, unless sometimes in
certain cases the master of the Order or the general chapter shall wish
to make a dispensation, but shall read only theological works whether
they be youths or others. Moreover, we have decreed that each prov-
ince shall provide for its brothers sent to the university at least three

DOMINICAN STUDIES 31

books of theology, and the brothers sent to the university shall study
histories and sentences, and text and glosses especially.

In the case of those studying thus the prelate shall issue a dispensa-
tion lest they be held back or impeded from study because of the offices
or otherwise. And as shall seem good to the master of studies, an
appropriate place shall be set aside, in which, after disputations or
vespers or at other times when they are free, they may meet in his
presence to propound doubts or questions. And while one is asking
or propounding, the rest shall be silent, lest they impede the speaker.
And if anyone gives offense by questioning or opposing or responding
indecently or confusedly or loudly or basely, he shall straightway be
rebuked by the presiding officer.

Let no one receive the doctorate unless he has attended lectures in
theology for at least four years.

I7

A HOUSE FOR POOR SCHOLARS
REFORMED, 1228

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, I, 116-17.

William of Auvergne, previously a canon in Paris and a master of theology
in the university, author of De universo and other important works, was
bishop of Paris from 1228 until his death in 1249. The house here reformed
by him was, next to the College of Eighteen, the oldest college at Paris,
but had declined scarcely forty years after its foundation. By 1247 it had
come to be called “the hospital of the poor scholars of St. Nicholas of the
Louvre” (Chartularium, 1, 198), and was composed of a master or pro-
visor, a chaplain and fifteen boursiers or foundationers. Presently a second
chaplain was added and, in 1350, three more boursiers. The house was sup-
pressed by Jean du Bellay, bishop of Paris, on January 25, 1541.

William, by divine permission bishop of Paris, to all who shall see
this letter, greeting in the Lord. Your university should know that we,
coming to the house of the poor scholars of St. Thomas of the Louvre,
in order to correct and reform by diocesan authority those things
which we might find required correction and reformation there, among
other things found that certain scholars, who for a long time past had
lived on the goods of that house, had reached such a point of insolence



32 A HOUSE FOR POOR SCHOLARS

that unless they are received at night they break in and violently enter
the house of the brothers. Others, as it were, sure of food, eat more
than is expedient for those studying a long time; making little progress
and unwilling to study, a burden to the studious, they in various ways
molest the quiet and study of others. There are also other considera-
tions which we do not wish to insert here lest we seem to aim at par-
ticular persons.

Wherefore, by the counsel of good men, by the said authority we
decree that those who are there from the present feast of St. Remy
shall have the accustomed distributions for a year only. At the end of
a year they shall leave and make provision for themselves elsewhere,
unless after eight days from leaving, because of their laudable con-
versation and evident progress in their studies, they shall be com-
mended and recalled by those to whom we or our successors shall have
thought good especially to delegate this. We further ordain that no
scholar henceforth shall be received there for a stay of more than a
year from the day of his reception, and that he who leaves the said
house in the said way at the year’s end shall not return, unless he be
recalled according to the prescribed form by those to whom we or
our successors shall have deemed good to delegate this especially.
These things, moreover, for the conservation of humility and the quiet
of those wishing to study and to avoid many inconveniences and bur-
dens of the said house, which it is not expedient to mention here,
having held counsel with good men, we have thought fit to decree.
Done in the year of the Lord 1228, the month of June.

18

INVITATION TO TOULOUSE, 1229

A LETTER FROM THE MASTERS OF TOULOUSE
TO OTHER UNIVERSITIES

Chartularium unsversitatis Parisiensis, 1, 129-31.

After the Albigensian crusade and the suppression of heresy in Languedoc,
the need was felt of a university at Toulouse. By the Treaty of Paris in
April, 1229, Raymond of Toulouse agreed to pay salaries to four masters
of theology, two canonists, six teachers of the liberal arts, and two gram-
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marians. John of Garland, author of Morale scolarium (ed. Paetow, 1927)
and De triumphis ecclesiae (ed. Thomas Wright, 1856), perhaps composed
the announcement which follows, It was likely to attract masters and stu-
dents from Paris, where lectures had first been suspended and then the uni-
versity dissolved in 1229 as a result of a quarrel with the local authorities,
and where the masters and scholars did not return until 1231.

To all Christ’s faithful and especially to masters and scholars study-
ing in any land who may see this letter, the university of masters and
scholars of Toulouse, about to plant a new studium, wish continued
good life with a blessed end. No undertaking has a stable foundation
which is not firmly placed in Christ, the foundation of holy mother
church. We therefore with this in mind are trying in Christ with all
our might to lay the permanent foundation of a philosophic school at
Toulouse, on which others may build with us whose good will is lighted
to this by luminous rays of the Holy Spirit. For blessed Augustine
says, “God prepares good will to be aided and aids it when prepared.
He indeed causes the unwilling to will and aids the willing lest he
will in vain.” Therefore, most cherished, do ye will with us to prepare
good will for the Lord which, when he finds prepared, he will lead on
to holy works, so that where once swords cleaved a path for you, you
shall fight with a sharp tongue; where war waged carnage, you shall
militate with peaceful doctrine; where the forest of heretical depravity
scattered thorns, the cedar of catholic faith shall be reared by you to
the stars.

And lest the approach of so much labor terrify you, we have pre-
pared the way for you, we have sustained the first hardships, we offer
you the standard of security so that, with us preceding as your armbear-
ers, you soldiers of philosophy may be able to fight the more safely
with the art of Mercury, the weapons of Phoebus, the lance of Minerva.
That ye may again have hope for the stability of the new university
we have undertaken the load enjoined by authority of the church. For
our Moses was the lord cardinal and legate in the realm of France,
leader and protector and author after God and the pope of so arduous
a beginning, who decreed that all studying at Toulouse, both masters
and disciples, should obtain plenary indulgence of all their sins. There-
fore for this cause and because of the continuity of lecturing and dis-
puting which the masters exercise more diligently and frequently -
than they did at Paris, many scholars are flocking to Toulouse, seeing
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that flowers already have appeared in our land and the time of puta-
tion is at hand.

Therefore let no Deidamia detain our Achilles going forth to
philosophic war, that he attain not this second Troy, of which our
Toulousan Statius might sing once more:

All honor there, there great names strive;
Fearful mothers and groups of virgins
With difficulty remain idle.

Here he is condemned to many sterile years
And hateful to God, if sluggishly

He lets this new glory pass him by.!

So let each upright man put on the warlike mien of Achilles, lest
meticulous Thersites take the laurel promised to magnanimous Ajax,
so that at least, the war finished, he may admire the zeal of the mili-
tant and the zeal of the philosophizing. And that the studious may
more willingly know the glory of Toulouse and its university, let
them know that this is the second land of promise flowing with milk
and honey, green with lush pastures, where fruit trees are leafing,
where Bacchus reigns in vineyards, where Ceres rules in fields, where
the temperate air was preferred by the ancient philosophers to other

stations of earth. O, how incomprehensible are the greatnesses of
almighty God!

Here is peace, elsewhere Mars rages in all the world.
But this place received Mars and death formerly.

Further, that ye may not bring hoes to sterile and uncultivated fields,
the professors at Toulouse have cleared away for you the weeds of the
rude populace and thorns of sharp sterility and other obstacles. For
here theologians inform their disciples in pulpits and the people at the
cross-roads, logicians train the tyros in the arts of Aristotle, gram-
marians fashion the tongues of the stammering on analogy, organists
smooth the popular ears with the sweet-throated organ, decretists ex-
tol Justinian, and physicians teach Galen. Those who wish to scrutinize
the bosom of nature to the inmost can hear here the books of Aristotle
which were forbidden at Paris.

What then will you lack? Scholastic liberty? By no means, since
tied to no one’s apron strings you will enjoy your own liberty. Or do

Y Achilleid, 11, 124.
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you fear the malice of the raging mob or the tyranny of an injurious
prince? Fear not, since the liberality of the count of Toulouse affords
us sufhcient security both as to our salary and our servants coming to
Toulouse and returning home. But if they suffer loss of their property
through the hands of brigands in the domain of the count, he will
pursue our malefactors with the forces of the capitol of Toulouse, the
same as on behalf of citizens of Toulouse. To what has been said we
add further that, as we hope truly, the lord legate will summon other
theologians and decretists here to enlarge the university and will set
# time which scholars ought to spend at Toulouse to receive the in-
dulgence, if that prevaricator envious of the human race does not
impede their stay, which God forbid, that henceforth they may mag-
nify the place and the folk of Romanus,? fighting by the salubrious
triumphal mystery of the cross.

As for prices, what has already been said should reassure you and
the fact that there is no fear of a failure of crops. On this point you
may trust both report and the nuncio and these verses:

For a little, wine, for a little, bread is had;
For a little, meat, for a little, fish is bought.

The courtesy of the people should not be passed over. For here is
seen that courtly good humor has struck a covenant with knighthood
and clergy. So if you wish to marvel at more good things than we
have mentioned, leave home behind, strap your knapsack on your
back, and make your motto the words of Seneca: “I shall see all lands
as mine, mine as of all; I shall so live that I shall know I am known

to others; for to aim high and have enlarged ideas is characteristic
of a noble soul.”

19

PAPAL REGULATIONS FOR THE UNIVERSITY
OF PARIS BY GREGORY IX, APRIL 13, 1231

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 136-39.

The “great dispersion” of the university of Paris in 1229, to which we re-
ferred in the introduction to the previous selection, had important results.
The masters and scholars did not return until they had obtained from the

2 The papal legate.
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papal court a series of bulls punishing those who had injured them, requir-
ing the king to enforce the privilege of Philip Augustus and to allow a board
of two masters and two Parisians to set the rents for buildings occupied by
students, and requiring the bishop of Paris and the abbot of S. Germain-des-
Prés to respect the privileges of the university. The document that follows,
the bull Parens scientiarum, was the capstone of all and has been called the
Magna Carta of the university. It restricts the power of the chancellor of
Paris in bestowing the licentiate, recognizes the right of the university to
legislate and to suspend lectures, and protects the scholars in various ways.

Gregory, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to his cherished
sons, the masters and scholars of Paris, greeting and apostolic bene-
diction. Paris, parent of sciences, like another Cariath Sepher, city of
letters, shines clear, great indeed but raising still greater hopes in
teachers and pupils, where, as it were in wisdom’s special workshop,
veins of silver have their beginning and there is a proper place for
forging gold, from which those prudent in mystic eloquence stamp
golden earrings vermiculated with silver, fabricate necklaces adorned
with precious stones, nay fit and decorate the spouse of Christ with
priceless jewels. There iron is mined, whose earthy fragility is solidified
by firmness, and from which is made the breastplate of faith, sword
of the spirit, and other armor of Christian soldiery, potent against the
powers aerial. And the ore dissolved by heat is turned to copper, be-
cause while stony hearts flame with the fervor of the Holy Spirit, they
take fire and are made to herald praises of Christ in sounding preaching.
Wherefore there is no doubt that he would gravely displease God and

men who in the said city should strive in any way to disturb such signal’

grace or who should not openly oppose those disturbing it with all his
might and main. Hence, since concerning dissension arisen there by
instigation of the devil, greatly disturbing the university, we have
diligently considered questions brought before us, by the advice of
our brethren we have decided that they should be quieted by moderate
provision rather than judicial sentence.

Concerning the state therefore of schools and scholars we decree
that these things are to be observed: namely, that every chancellor of
Paris to be named henceforth shall swear in the presence of the bishop
or by his mandate in the Paris chapter, to which shall be summoned
and present two masters on behalf of the university of scholars. He
shall swear in good faith on his conscience, at the time and place ac-
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cording to the state of the city and honor and respect of the faculties,
that he will not bestow the licentiate to teach theology or decretals
except to the worthy nor admit the unworthy, ratification by persons
and nations being abolished. But before he shall license anyone, within
three months from the time of the petty license, in the presence of all
masters of theology in the city and other respectable and learned men
by whom the truth can be learned, he shall make diligent inquiry as
to the life, knowledge, facility, and also the promise and hope of suc-
cess and other points which are required in such cases, and, having made
such inquiry, according to what seems proper and expedient he shall
give or deny according to his conscience the license asked for. The
masters, moreover, of theology and decretals, when they begin to
lecture, shall publicly take oath that they will furnish faithful testi-
mony on the aforesaid points. The chancellor shall also swear that he
will in no wise reveal the advice of the masters to their hurt, maintain-
mg in their mtegnty the Parisian rules, Iiberty and law which obtain
in incepting.!

Concerning the medical men and artists and others the chancellor
promises to examine the masters in good faith, to repel the unworthy
and admit only the deserving.

But because, where there is no order, horror easily creeps in, we
have conceded to you the function of making due constitutions or ordi-
nances as to the method and hour of lectures and disputations, as to
the costume to be worn, as to funerals of the dead, and also, concern-
ing the bachelors, who should lecture and at what hour and on what
subject, as to rentals of lodgings or even their prohibition, and of duly
punishing rebels against those constitutions or ordinances by expulsion
from your society. And if it chance that the rental of lodgings is taken
from you or that—which God forbid—injury or enormous excess be
inflicted on you or any of you, such as death or mutilation of a limb,
unless, after due complaint has been lodged, satisfaction is given within
fifteen days, it shall be permitted you to suspend lectures until condign
satisfaction is given. And if any of you shall have been unjustly im-
prisoned, it shall be right for you, unless the injury ceases when com-
plaint is made, to stop lectures immediately, if it shall seem expedient.

We order, moreover, that the bishop of Paris so punish the excesses

* Inception was the final process of becoming a master, entering the university or
scholastic gild, and beginning to teach.




38 BULL ON UNIVERSITY OF PARIS

of delinquents that the honor of the scholars is preserved and crimes
do not remain unpunished; but because of delinquents the innocent
shall not suffer, nay, if probable suspicion shall arise against anyone,
after honorable detention on furnishing suitable bail he shall be dis-
missed and exactions of the jailers cease. But if he has committed a
crime which calls for imprisonment, the bishop shall retain the culprit
in prison, it being utterly forbidden to the chancellor to have a prison
of his own. We further prohibit that a scholar henceforth be arrested
for debt, since this is forbidden by the canons and lawful sanctions. But
neither the bishop nor his official nor the chancellor shall require a fine
for raising an excommunication or any other censure, nor shall the
chancellor demand from licentiates an oath or obedience or other
pledge, nor shall he receive any emolument or promise for conceding
the license, abiding by the terms of his oath named above.

Furthermore, the summer vacation shall henceforth not exceed a
month, and in vacation time the bachelors may continue their lectures
if they wish. Moreover, we expressly enjoin that scholars shall not go
about town armed, and that the university shall not defend disturbers
of the peace and of studies. And those who pretend to be scholars but
do not attend classes or have any master shall by no means enjoy the
privileges of scholars.

We further order that masters of arts always give one ordinary read-
ing of Priscian and one other afterwards, and those books on nature
which were prohibited in provincial council for certain cause they shall
not use at Paris until these shall have been examined and purged from
all suspicion of errors. Moreover, the masters and scholars of theology
shall strive to exercise themselves praiseworthily in the faculty which
they profess and not show themselves philosophers but endeavor to
know God, nor speak in the vernacular nor confound the Hebrew
popular language with the Azotic, but dispute in the schools concerning
those questions only which can be settled by theological works and the
treatises of the holy fathers.

Furthermore, concerning the goods of scholars who die intestate
or do not commit the care of their affairs to others, we have decided
to provide thus, namely, that the bishop and one of the masters whom
the university shall ordain for this, receiving all the goods of the
defunct and depositing them in a safe and fit place, shall set a day by
which his death can have been announced in his native place and those
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upon whom the succession to his goods devolves can come to Paris or
delegate an appropriate messenger; and if they come or send, the goods
shall be restored to them with a security which has been determined.
But if no one appears, then the bishop and master shall use the goods
for the soul of the defunct as they shall see fit, unless it chance that the
heirs for some just cause cannot come, in which case the disposition
shall be deferred to a suitable time.

But since the masters and scholars who suffered injury and damage
from the breaking of the oath made to them by the city of Paris have
departed from the university, they seem to have pled not so much their
own case as the common cause. We, with the general need and utility
of the church in view, will and order that henceforth the privileges
shall be shown to the masters and scholars by our dearest son in Christ,
the illustrious king of France, and fines inflicted on their malefactors,
so that they may lawfully study at Paris without any further delay
or return of infamy or irregularity of notation. To no man then be it
licit to infringe or with rash daring to contradict this page of our pro-
vision, constitution and inhibition. If anyone shall presume to attempt
this, let him know that he will incur the wrath of almighty God and
of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul. Given at the Lateran on the
Ides of April, the fifth year of our pontificate.
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THE BOOKS ON NATURE TO BE
EXPURGATED, 1231

LETTER OF GREGORY IX, APRIL 23, 1231

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 143~44.

In the foregoing regulations of April 13 the pope provided that the books
of Aristotle on nature which had been prohibited in 1210 should not be
used until examined and purged of errors. In the present letter he takes
steps in that direction. Meanwhile in a letter of April 20 he had ordered
the abbot of St. Victor and the prior of the Dominicans at Paris to absolve
those masters and scholars who had violated that prohibition.

To masters W, archdeacon of Beauvais, Symon de Alteis of Amiens,
and Stephen of Provins of Reims, canons.
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Since other sciences ought to render service to the wisdom of holy
writ, they are to be in so far embraced by the faithful as they are known
to conform to the good pleasure of the Giver, so that anything virulent
or otherwise vicious, by which the purity of the Faith might be
derogated from, be quite excluded, because a comely woman found
in the number of captives is not permitted to be brought into the house
unless shorn of superfluous hair and trimmed of sharp nails, and in
order that the Hebrews might be enriched from the despoiled Egyp-
tians they were bade to borrow precious gold and silver vessels, not
ones of rusty copper or clay.

But since, as we have learned, the books on nature which were
prohibited at Paris in provincial council are said to contain both useful
and useless matter, lest the useful be vitiated by the useless, we com-
mand your discretion, in which we have full faith in the Lord, firmly
bidding by apostolic writings under solemn adjuration of divine judg-
ment, that, examining the same books as is convenient subtly and pru-
dently, you entirely exclude what you shall find there erroneous or
likely to give scandal or offense to readers, so that, what are suspect
being removed, the rest may be studied without delay and without

offense. Given at the Lateran, April 23, in the fifth year of our
pontificate.
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AN OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE
DECRETALS ISSUED

GREGORY IX TO THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS,
SEPTEMBER §, 1234

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 154.

A decretal was a pronouncement by the pope having the force of law, like
an imperial constitution in the realm of civil law. The body of decretals
may be compared to the Code of Justinian, just as the Decretum of Gratian,
compiled in the twelfth century, may be likened to the Digest. Decretum
and decretals were the chief texts lectured upon in canon law. Gregory IX
herewith publishes an official collection of the decretals in five books drawn
up by his chaplain, Raymond of Pefiafort. At the end of the century
Boniface VIIT added a sixth book—Lzber sextus—while Clement V of the
early fourteenth century issued the Clementines. These, too, became the
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subject of lecture courses and commentaries by the canon lawyers. Decretals
outside of these collections were called extravagantes (that is, wandering
without) and included the decretals of John XXII and extravagantes com-
munes extending down to the time of Sixtus IV (1471-1484).

The king of peace with pious miseration disposed his subordinates
to be chaste, pacific and modest; but unbridled cupidity, prodigal of
her gifts, envious of peace, mother of strife, matter of contention, daily
generates so many new lawsuits that unless justice by its virtue re-
pressed these attempts and explained the questions involved, the abuse
of litigation would extinguish the rights of mankind, and concord,
given a writ of divorce, would go forth beyond the boundaries of the
world. And so the law is given to limit noxious appetite by rule of right,
by which the human race is informed how to live aright, not harm
another, and render to each his due. Divers constitutions and decretal
letters of our predecessors are dispersed in varied volumes. Some of
these canons were repetitious, others contradictory, others produced
confusion by their prolixity. Yet others were scattered about outside
the aforesaid volumes, and their uncertain authority made the decision
of cases vary frequently. We therefore have provided, for the common
utility and that of students especially, that these be collected in a
single volume by our cherished son, brother Raymond, our chaplain
and penitentiary, excluding the superfluous and adding our constitu-
tions and decretal epistles, by which some matters which before were
in doubt are settled. Wishing, therefore, that all use this compilation
alone in cases and classrooms, we strictly prohibit that anyone pre-
sume to make any other without the special authority of the apostolic
see. Given at Spoleto, September §, in the eighth year of our pontificate.
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BUONCOMPAGNI DA SIGNA ON THE NEW
RHETORIC, 1235
Aug. Gaudenzi, Bibliotheca iuridica medii aevi, Bologna, 1888-1901,
11, 249 ez seq.

Buoncompagni da Signa, the somewhat bumptious author of numerous
works on rhetoric, letter-writing, legal papers, and Ciceronian subjects,® in

1 In addition to the two rhetorics presently to be mentioned, he wrote treatises with
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1215 A.D. recited his Rhetorica antiqua (Old-Fashioned Rhetoric) “in the
presence of all the professors of canon and civil law, and other doctors, and
a numerous multitude of scholars,” at Bologna, where it was forthwith
“approved and crowned with laurel.” 2 In 1226 the same work was read at
Padua before the doctors and students, the papal legate, and the bishop and
chancellor of Milan. In 1235 the Rhetorica novissima (Rhetoric Up-to-
Date), from which the following extracts are taken, was similarly read at
Bologna.

In the book which I called by my name, Good Companion (Bon-
compagnus), and in epistolary style made my chief heir, I voluntarily
promised and naturally obligated myself to labor towards the dis-
covery of an entirely new rhetoric; wherefore I began at Venice to
treat of the same according to the articles of my promise. When, how-
ever, I was negligent in completing it, the venerable father Nicholas,
bishop of Reggio, who is of noble stock, nobler character, courteous
to all, liberal in daily intercourse, a restorer of peace, and grateful in
the sight of princes, often urged me, not for his sake but that of stu-
dents, that I should not leave unfinished the work I had begun. So I
finished this rhetoric at Bologna, where in the presence of the venera-
ble father Henry, bishop of Bologna, master Tancred, archdeacon and
chancellor, the chapter and clergy of Bologna, and in the presence of
the doctors and scholars sojourning at Bologna, it was found worthy
of the glorious honor of being solemnly recited in the cathedral. But
while it has thus been solemnly approved, of still greater authority

the following titles: Quinque salutationum tabulae; Tractatus dictionum; Notulae
aureae; Oliva (concerned with privileges and confirmations); Cedrus (or, motitia
generalium statutorum) ; Myrrha (instructions how to draw up wills) ; Breviloguium
Isagoge (or, epistule introductorie) ; Bancompagnus (referred to in the preface of
the Rhietorica novissima: “In the book which I called by my name, Boncompagnus,
and in epistolary style made my chief heir”); Palma (ed. Carlo Sutter, 1894) ; Rota
Veneris (or, How to Write Love Letters) extracts were printed by E. Monaci in 4t
d. Reale dccad. dei Lincei, Ser. 1V, Rendiconti, V (1889), 68—77; Liber amicitiae
(in which he distinguishes twenty-six kinds of friends) ed. Sarina Nathan, Rome,
1909; De malo senectutis et senii, ed. F. Novati, 4t 4. Reale Accad. dei Lincei,
Ser. V, Rendiconti, Classe di scienze morali, storiche, e filologiche, I (1892), 49—67.
2« .. recitatus, approbatus, et coronatus lauro Bononiae . . . a.d. 121 5, sept.
kal. apr. coram universitate professorum iuris canonici et civilis et aliorum doctorum
et scholarium multitudine numerosa”: quoted by G. Manacorda, Storiz della scuola
in {talia. Vol. 1. Il medio evo. Parte ii. Storia interna della scuola medioevale italiana

nel medio evo (Milan, 1914), pp. 260, 261, from MS. H. r3 of Archivio Capitolane
di S. Pietro.
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will be its present use which will display the favor proper to the work.

But some, perchance poisoned by envy, may be swift to inveigh
against me thus and say: Since from the time of Aristotle, which was
about that of Moses, when Alexander of Macedon, the son of Philip,
reigned, there has not been any philosopher who presumed to say that
he could invent any art naturally, unaided by the examples of those
who have treated of a similar art, we cannot but marvel how Boncom-
pagnus dares assert in the presence of the learned that his genius
transcends the starry heavens. Numerous hosts and brightest geniuses
of inventors have preceded our age, for whom it was once less labori-
ous to discover many things than it is for us today to rehearse a few.
Also since the arts were in existence from the very foundation of the
world and approved by men of greatest skill, how could he at this
late date invent an entirely new rhetoric, especially since from very
ancient times by Tullius Cicero, who was called the trumpet of Ro-
man eloquence, rhetoric has been compiled from infinite precepts of
rhetoricians? Also since arts are natural and what is natural cannot be
imitated, how could he now invent anything, especially since there is
nothing new under the sun, and the ancient philosophers and poets left
nothing untried? Therefore on the ground of the reasons and authori-
ties aforementioned we say and with assurance affirm that what he
proposes is an idle dream.

Boncompagnus’s Answer

Wounded within by the darts of the envious, I am forced to exclaim
because I cannot keep silence: Behold, O fathers and lords, how my
adversaries disparage me behind my back, not considering how rash
it is to reprehend things unheard, to despise things unseen and unread,
and to condemn, spurning due process of law, what they ignore. Surely
no one can know of what color an animal will be before it is born, nor
can anyone certify to the sex of that which is still in the womb. Yet
whatever they have said and how far so ever they have raved in speak-
ing, I, in a calm and even spirit, disregarding what is irrelevant, will
answer their objections, lest by keeping silent I seem to confirm them.
Isay therefore that the elements which were divided from matter by too
great subtlety are removed from the perception of human sense by
ineffable motion, since they are simple and devoid of parts. Wherefore
they may not be comprehended in any predication by anyone’s artifice
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or genius, because their operations are invisible and incomprehensible
and subject to the sole power of divine majesty. In exercises, how-
ever, which proceed from the elements by custom and nature, the spirits
excite the virtues of bodies to perform their proper actions: and so
singular phenomena are perpetually renovated. For when an artisan
has materials at hand, he gives a new figure to the material at will.
So 1n all invention which proceeds from nature there should be com-
mon material and private operation of the inventor. Moreover, that
remark, “There is nothing new under the sun,” is true in genus but
not in species, since every day God creates new souls and desists not
from implanting them in new bodies. And that new inventions can be
made today may be proved from theology. The shaper of man is God
who alone ordains and disposes all things and, after we are renewed
by grace, pours new light into our mortal eyes; wherefore Paul,
apostle to the Gentiles, bids the first hold his peace, if anything be
revealed to another that sitteth by. However, philosophers and those
crowned with natural science might adduce against me a more plausi-
ble and rational question in this wise: He who says he has invented
an entirely new rhetoric must assign the principal causes and inductive
matters which have led him to undertake so arduous a task. Such
objectors I can commend with worthy praises, wherefore I am bound
to answer their question since I have proceeded from a rational motion
of nature. I say, then, that there were three chief causes for which 1
wearied my genius in this work.

The first was the authority of Boethius, bright with philosophy’s
rays, who has called the rhetoric of the ancients an empty part of
learning, firmly maintaining that the rhetoric of the ancients consists
in precepts alone without common utility. Wherefore I say that to
divide and subdivide, define and describe, to give precepts and always
1ssue orders is nothing else than to emit thunders and not lavish rain.
Boethius also tries to prove from Aristotle that rhetoric was not handed
down by the ancients. For, he says, if anyone teaches how to make
different kinds of shoes, he does something useful yet does not hand
down an art. What Aristotle has noted elsewhere concerning rhetorical
orations is defective. For Aristotle, since he was preeminently an in-
vestigator of nature, said some things concerning rhetorical documents
according to the motion of nature, but I think he knew rhetoric from
the outside, not from the inside. .

i
i
i
)
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The second was that students in both laws could get little or no
aid from the discipline of the liberal arts except from public speaking.

The third was that the rhetoric compiled by Tullius Cicero 1s con-
demned by the judgment of students, since it is never the subject of
ordinary lectures, nay rather as if a fable or mechanical art is run
through and taught privately.

There was also a fourth motive which not without motion of rea-
son induced my genius to composing this rhetoric. Tullius surely was
mistaken as to the origin of law when he said that it was a principle
born of most honorable causes and sprung from the best reasons, and
straightway gave a fabulous beginning, saying, “There was once a
time when men wandered about like beasts,” and then went on to say
that there was a certain great and wise man who originated law; and so
under a particular sign he induced confusion of time and action. Also,
in the rhetoric he published there is inept construction and intricate
position of dictions, so that he openly contradicts himself, especially
when he directs that narration should be brief, lucid, and open. Let
these testimonies suffice for you then, O unbelievers, who even till to-
day have denied that an entirely new rhetoric could be invented.

Also another question might arise which would pierce my soul like
a sharp sword if I did not defend myself with the shield of foresight.
Since the liberal arts were comprehended under the number seven by
the dogmas of the philosophers, and the order of number cannot and
should not be altered, how can anyone invent an eighth art at this time?
This question proceeds from the opinion of the less intelligent, where-
fore I ought to remove the scales of ignorance from their eyes. For cer-
tainly this rhetoric which I have invented according to the argument
of the question proposed would not be an eighth but a ninth art, since
Tullius is said to have compiled two rhetorics, albeit both may be identi-
cal. I, however, have not proposed from any temerity to augment the
number of liberal arts, since no one can change the natural subject of
any art: but I have worked efficaciously that the rhetoric, which Boethius
called an empty part of learning, should be subordinated as a small part
and of little use, and that that art should remain in the number of
seven crowned with the diadem of evident utility. For the law says
that in new departures utility should be evident, if one is to recede
from that custom which has long seemed just. But the test of utility
rests in the judgment of those choosing it. For every discreet man ever
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desires to find something more useful, since without utility all goal
for temporal actions vanishes. . . .

Narration of the Author at the End of the Work

The genius which has marched between the cliffs of cogitation and
paths of laborious meditation is anxious to find desired rest. Where-
fore, after treating of assemblies, I put an end to my labor, awaiting not
without horrible fear the last assembly in which the third angel will
sound the trumpet at whose blast heaven and earth will be moved
and, the world over, those who sleep in sepulchres will hear the voice
of the Son of God and come forth. Afterward, indeed, the Son of
God himself will appear, terrible in the assembly of the last judgment,
before whose tribunal will be congregated the company of the elect,
the hosts of angels will tremble and Satan will be bound again in the
pit of hell, who first introduced dissent in heaven and injurious matter
of litigation. And then all conflict of opposing counsel will cease and
all contentions of controversy be solved, since from the mouth of One
sitting on the throne final last sentence will go forth. Finally, we im-
plore with votive prayers the Judge supernal who is called alpha and
omega, the beginning and the end, that in pronouncing the said sen-
tence he may deign to place us, absolved from all bonds of sin, at his
right hand, where with the hosts of the elect we may merit to be in-
vited to the celestial kingdom which was prepared for the just and up-
right of heart from the foundation of the world.

Of the Time When the Rhetoric Was Published

This rhetoric was published at Bologna in the year of our Lord 1235,
the eight of the indiction, by the hand of the orator Boncompagnus
who was born in the castle called Signa Franca, seven miles distant from
the florid city of Florence. For that castle is situated between four
streams and two stone bridges, wherefore by reason of the descent of

waters and abundance of olive trees it is endowed with indescribable
charm.
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ERRORS CONDEMNED AT PARIS, 1241

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 170-71.

These are articles disapproved as against theological truth and dis-
approved by the chancellor of Paris, Eudes, and the masters teaching
theology at Paris, a.n. 1240, the second Sunday after the octave of the
Nativity.!

First, that the divine essence in itself will be seen neither by man
nor by angel.

This error we condemn, and we excommunicate those asserting and
defending it, by authority of William bishop [of Paris]. Moreover,
we firmly believe and assert that God in his essence or substance will
be seen by angels and all saints and is seen by souls in glory.

Second, that it may be the divine essence is one in Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, nevertheless with respect to form it is one in Father and
Son but not one in these with the Holy Spirit, and yet this form is the
same as the divine essence.

We reprove this error, for we firmly believe that there is one essence
or substance in Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and the same essence
with respect to form.

Third, that the Holy Spirit, as a bond or love, does not proceed
from the Son but merely from the Father.

We reprove this error, for we ﬁrmly believe that as a bond or love
it proceeds from both.

Fourth, that souls in glory are not in the empyrean heaven with the
angels, nor will glorified bodies be there, but in the aqueous or crys-
talline heaven which is above the firmament, which also 1s stated of the
blessed Virgin.

This error we reprove, for we firmly believe that there will be the
same corporal place, forsooth the empyrean heaven, for angels and
sainted souls and glorified bodies.

Fifth, that the evil angel was evil in the begmmng of his creation
and never was anything except evil.

! That is, January 13, 1240—1241, the year at Paris not beginning until Easter.
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This error we reprove, for we firmly believe that he was created
good and afterwards by sinning became evil.

Sixth, that an angel in the same instant can be in different places and
be everywhere, if he wishes. *

We reprove this error, for we believe that an angel is in a defined
space, so that, if he is here, he is not at the same instant there; for
it is impossible that he be everywhere, for this is proper to God alone.

Seventh, that there are many eternal truths which are not God.

This error we reprove, for we firmly believe that there is only one
eternal truth which is God.

Eighth, that now first and creation-passivity cannot be created.

This error we reprove, for we firmly believe that it is both created
and creature.

Ninth, that he who has superior natural advantages of necessity will
have more grace and glory.

This error we reprove, for we firmly believe that God, according
as he has preelected and foreordained, will give unto each grace and
glory.

Tenth, that the evil angel never had any standing ground, nor even
Adam in the state of innocence.

This error we reprove, for we firmly believe that both had means
to stand but not to progress.

24

CONDEMNATION OF THE TALMUD
RENEWED, 1244

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 173-74.

The following papal letter is connected with one of the periodic movements
to destroy Jewish books on the ground that they contained blasphemies
against Christianity. This time the scene of the agitation was France during
the reign of St. Louis. In this connection it may be noted that one of the five
men skilled in the Hebrew tongue and in the philosophy of the Jews and
Arabs whom St. Louis appointed to pass upon the question was Raymond
Martini, 2 Dominican of Catalonia, who wrote a remarkable work, The
Fist of Faith,in which he employed a wide knowledge of Jewish and Arabic
lore in the endeavor to prove the truth of Christianity against the Jews.
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Innocent, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to his cherished
son Louis, illustrious king of France, greeting and apostolic benedic-
tion. The impious perfidy of the Jews—from whose hearts because of
the enormity of their crimes our Redeemer did not lift the veil but
still permits them to remain, as is fitting, in the blindness which 1s
characteristic of Israel—not regarding the fact that Christian piety
receives them only out of pity and patiently endures dwelling to-
gether with them, commits those enormities which stupefy hearers
and horrify narrators. For these ingrates to the Lord Jesus Christ, who
patiently awaits their conversion out of the richness of His long-
suffering, showing no shame for their fault nor respecting the honor
of the Christian faith, and omitting or scorning the Mosaic law and the
prophets, follow certain traditions of their seniors concerning which the
Lord rebukes them in the Gospel, saying: Why do you transgress the
mandate of God and irritate Him by your traditions, teaching human
doctrines and mandates?

Upon this sort of traditions, which in Hebrew are called the Talmud
—and there is a great book among them exceeding the text of the
Bible in length, in which are manifest blasphemies against God and
Christ and the blessed Virgin, intricate fables, erroneous abuses, and
unheard-of stupidities—they nourish and teach their sons and render
them utterly alien from the doctrine of the law and the prophets, fear-
ing lest, if they knew the truth, which is in the law and the prophets,
and which testifies openly that the only begotten son of God will come
in the flesh, they would be converted to the faith and humbly return
to their Redeemer. And not content with these things, they make
Christian women nurses of their sons in contumely of the Christian
faith, with whom they commit many shameful things. On which ac-
count the faithful should be afraid lest they incur divine wrath while
they unworthily allow them to perpetrate acts which bring confusion
upon our faith.

And although our cherished son, the chancellor of Paris, and the
doctors teaching at Paris in holy writ, by the mandate of pope Gregory,
our predecessor of happy memory, after reading and examining the
said abusive book and certain others with all their glosses, publicly
burned them in the presence of clergy and people to the confusion of
the perfidy of the Jews, as we have seen stated in their letters, to whom
you as catholic king and most Christian prince rendered suitable aid
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and favor in this, for which we commend your royal excellency with
praises in the Lord and pursue with acts of grace: because nevertheless
the profane abuse of the Jews themselves has not yet quieted nor has
persecution yet given them understanding, we earnestly ask, admon-
ish, and beseech your highness in the Lord Jesus Christ that against
detestable and enormous excesses of this sort committed in contumely
of the Creator and in injury to the Christian name, as you piously be-
gan, you laudably continue to proceed with due severity. And that you
order both the aforesaid abusive books condemned by the same doctors
and generally all the books with their glossses which were examined
and condemned by them to be burned by fire wherever they can be
found throughout your entire kingdom, strictly forbidding that Jews
henceforth have Christian nurses or servants, that the sons of a free
woman may not serve the sons of a handmaid, but as servants con-
demned by the Lord, whose death they wickedly plotted, they at least
outwardly recognize themselves as servants of those whom the death
of Christ made free and themselves slaves. So we may commend the
zeal of your sincerity in the Lord with due praises. Given at the
Lateran, May 9, in the first year of our pontificate.

On August 12, 1247, however, Innocent IV wrote Louis IX that the
Jews had represented to him that they could not understand the Bible and
other statutes of their law according to their faith without the Talmud, and
that he had directed the papal legate to allow them to retain those of their
books which could be tolerated without injury to the Christian faith.

The legate, however, reported to the pope that the Jews had misrepre-
sented things to him, that their books were full of errors and, after exam-
ination, had been burned by the advice of all the masters of theology and
canon law.

“And it would be no small scandal and an everlasting reproach to the
apostolic see, if books so solemnly and so justly burned in the presence of
the university of scholars and the clergy and people of Paris should be toler~
ated by apostolic mandate or should be returned to the Jewish rabbis™ (Char-
tularium, 1, 204).

A formal sentence to this effect was promulgated by the legate on May
15, 1248 (Chartularium, 1, 209), and Albertus Magnus was among the
signers. '
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RULES CONCERNING THE RENTAL
OF CLASSROOMS, PARIS, 1245

Charrularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 177-78.

In the year 1244, the month of February. Let all know that the masters
of the university of Paris in the church of St. Mathurin at Paris in full
congregation by their common assent decreed that no master by him-
self or through another shall retain more than one classroom, but he
may retain such for a bachelor who is about to incept or for another
master, it being understood that he shall take oath to this, if required.

Also, no one except an actual teacher shall presume to retain class-
rooms for his use.

Also, no one shall occupy the classroom of another teacher, so long
as he lectures there and pays his landlord what he should.

Also, no one shall outbid another by a higher price for classrooms
which the other has rented, nor shall he receive more from another if
he sublets.

Also, no one shall hold back a classroom for more than the fixed
price.

Also, no master shall hold back classrooms from anyone in this way,
that the lessor makes a determination ! there, in whatsoever way a
lessor whether as a layman or subletting.

Also, if any scholar has rented a house and wishes to make class-
rooms out of part of it, a rent shall be fixed according to the worth of
the tenement compared to the total price of the house.

Also, no one shall hire a house over the head of another or others,
so long as those living in the house wish to occupy it, and have done
what they should according to the custom of the whole town of Paris.

Also, if 2 landlord has refused to give his lodgings at the fixed price,
and a scholar has been willing to give the fixed price and has offered
to give adequate security as to this, the said house shall be put on the
black list for five years. Moreover, the scholar or scholars who take
a forbidden house or stay there or will not leave as soon as they have
been warned by the rector or servant sent by him, or by the proctors

! Concerning ‘“determination” see the next selection.
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similarly or their messenger, shall be deprived of the benefits of the
classrooms and university.

Also, the Christmas vacation shall last from December 18 to the
morrow of the day after Epiphany.? Moreover, these statutes are so
retained in force that the university of masters can add to or subtract
from or alter them as it shall see fit.
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RULES FOR DETERMINATIONS
IN ARTS, 1252

STATUTES OF THE ARTISTS OF THE ENGLISH
NATION CONCERNING BACHELORS OF ARTS
WHO ARE TO DETERMINE DURING LENT

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 227-30.

This selection depicts in detail the exercise of determining or Determina-
tions, prolonged public disputations during Lent by which the candidates
for the licentiate, each in his own classroom, gave proof of their ability.
For further discussion of this institution as it developed subsequently the
reader may consult Rashdall, I (1936), 450—56. Incidentally the required
texts in logic are listed, and explicit mention is made of the “university of
artists’” with its rector and common chest, and of the four Nations into
which the university was divided with their proctors and statutes such as
the present selection. For an earlier reference to rector and proctors see Se-
lection 25, and for their previous history, Rashdall, I (1936), 311-14.

In the year since the Incarnation, 1251, the masters of the English
nation, teaching in arts at Paris and for the good of the university and
of learning taking multifold measures, and by God’s grace continuing
in the future without diminution, decreed by their common counsel
and that of good men the form noted below for bachelors in arts de-
termining in Lent, as is the custom. In the first place the proctor, touch-
ing the Bible, shall select two persons whom he believes qualified to
choose examiners of those determining, who, touching the Bible, shall
swear that without hate or love of any person or any part of their na-
tion, they will choose three masters, whom they know to be strict and

2 January 8.
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qualified in examining faithfully, more intent on the promotion and
advantage of the university, less susceptible to prayer or bribe. These
three when chosen shall similarly swear on the Bible that they will
faithfully examine and proceed with rigor of examination, licentiating
the worthy and conducting themselves without hate of any person or
group of their nation, also without envy or any rancor of mind or other
sinister perturbation. Moreover, those who have insufficient standing in
the examination and are unworthy to pass they shall fail, sparing no
one, moved neither by prayer nor bribe nor fear nor love or any other
occasion or indirect favor of persons.

The masters presenting candidates, moreover, and the bachelors
themselves shall give personal security that they will make no en-
treaties on behalf of bachelors nor seek favor from the examiners or
from the nation or from the university, either by themselves or
through others, but will accept the simple statement of the examiners.
By the same token, if it happens that bachelors are failed, that they
will not bring contumely or complaints or threats or other evils against
the examiners, either by themselves or through others, because they
ought to suppose that the examiners have acted according to their con-
sciences and good faith for the honor of the university and the nation.

Moreover, a bachelor coming up for the licentiate in arts at Paris
should be twenty years old or at least in his twentieth year, and of
honorable life and laudable conversation. He should not have a cope
without a hood of the same cloth, nor a hood with knots. He should
not wear a mitre on his head in the classrooms while he is determin-
ing. If he has the right to the tonsure, he may have the tonsure, nor
may he or should he be blamed on this account. Also before he is ad-
mitted to examination he shall give personal security that he has his
own classroom of a master qualified to teach in it throughout Lent,
and has his own master under whom he seeks the license of determin-
ing, or a bachelor about to incept in arts at the latest before Lent, in
whose classroom he will determine. Further, that he has attended
lectures in arts for five years or four at least at Paris continuously or
elsewhere in a university of arts. Further, that he has heard the books
of Aristotle on the Old Logic, namely, the Praedicamenta and Periar-
meniae at least twice in ordinary lectures and once cursorily,! the Six
Principles at least once in ordinary lectures and once cursorily, the

! Concerning ordinary and cursory lectures see above, Selection 15, note 1,
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three first books of the Topics and the Divisions once in ordinary lec-
tures or at least cursorily, the Topics of Aristotle and Elenci twice in
ordinary lectures and once at least cursorily or if not cursorily at least
thrice in ordinary, the Prior Analytics once in ordinary lectures and
once cursorily, or, if he is now attending, so that he has heard at least
half before Lent and is to continue, the Posterior Analytics once in
ordinary lectures completely. Also that he shall have heard Priscian
minor (books 17-18) and the Barbarismus twice in ordinary lectures and
at least once cursorily, Priscian major (books 1-16) once cursorily. Also
he shall have heard De anima once or be hearing it as aforesaid. Also
he shall give satisfaction that he has diligently attended the disputa-
tions of masters in a recognized university for two years and for the
same length of time has answered as required concerning sophisms in
class. Also he shall promise that he will respond to question for a full
year from the beginning of one Lent to the beginning of the next.

If, moreover, a bachelor shall be found sufficiently qualified in
knowledge according to the examiners and shall not have completed
the required number of years or books or lectures, the nation reserves
to itself the power to dispense with these, as shall seem expedient to
it. And in such case only it shall be permissible for his master to peti-
tion the nation for him.

Also if, after the exercise of cursory lectures has been made and
finally completed, he shall have transgressed in the said exercise in any
way, he shall in no case be admitted to the examination for determina-
tion. Nor similarly shall a master, whether now teaching or not, who,
after the said exercise has been made as stated and finally confirmed
by the masters, shall have transgressed in the said exercise, be ac-
cepted as presenting a bachelor, until full satisfaction shall have been
made to the rector or proctors for the university by the master or the
bachelor who has transgressed.

Also the bachelor licensed to determine shall begin to determine at
the latest on the next day after Brandons.? If he shall not have begun
to determine then, he shall not be allowed to do so during Lent. And
from the said Monday he shall determine continuously till the middle
of Lent, unless he shall have lawful cause excusing him. And then let
it be licit for no one to determine for him as substitute, unless such
substitute has the license to teach in arts at Paris or has determined

2 Brandons are the first week in Lent.
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elsewhere through Lent or is licensed to determine in that present
Lent, always providing that the same shall have determined continu-
ously from the said Monday following Brandons until the middle of
Lent. Also if a bachelor shall have been licensed to determine in the
arts at Paris in one year and from a legitimate cause shall have failed
to determine in that Lent in which he was licensed, which sometimes
happens, he may afterwards determine in some subsequent Lent, regu-
larly however and as others do, but he shall not substitute for others
unless he shall have first determined during Lent in a fixed place.
Also, until he shall have paid for the university a sum such and so
great as he offered for personal security, and another for the nation,
he shall not be given license to determine. Also if at the latest he shall
not have been licensed before the last Sunday before Lent, he shall
not be admitted later that year to the examination for determination.

Also, it shall be enjoined on him that all through Lent, and there-
after so long as he shall belong to the faculty of arts as student or
teacher, he shall obey the mandate of rector and proctor in lawful and
honorable matters. Also he shall not give drinks except on the first
day he begins to determine and the last, unless this is done by the
permission of the rector or the proctor of his nation, who can give him
a dispensation in this regard as shall seem expedient to them, consider-
ing nevertheless the many factors about the determiners which are here
involved.

Also, the examiners shall diligently collect from the bachelors the
money to be paid to the university and nation and faithfully keep what
is collected, and at the summons of the rector and proctors of the four
nations deposit it at the day set in the common chest of the university
of artists. Also the money received for the nation they shall deposit in
the common chest before the Sunday after Ash Wednesday. Also none
of the said examiners can by himself, without his associates deputed
with him for determinations, license anyone or presume alone to ex-
amine.

Also, in addition to the aforesaid, after the candidates shall have
been licensed, let them be present every Friday at the Vespers of the
blessed Virgin and at mass the Saturday following, until Palm Sun-
day, under the penalty by which masters are bound.

But inasmuch as by this form it is not right nor will be for rich or
poor, noble or ignoble, to put it off later, if they do not appear to seek
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license of determining in the aforesaid manner, therefore, to notify
them it is provided by the masters that the present form be twice an-
nounced in classes each year, so that the first time it shall be read
in the classrooms of masters between Purification and Lent, and the
other time between the feast of St. Remy and All Saints or thereabouts,
when there shall be a general meeting. Moreover, individual masters
shall be bound on their honor to observe this ordinance. Also, how-
ever, if anyone is found acting contrary to the said ordinance, he shall
be suspended from lecturing for a month.

27
AGAINST THE FRIARS

LETTER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS TO PREL-
ATES OF THE CHURCH AND SCHOLARS GEN-
ERALLY IN WHICH RELIGIOUS ORDERS,
ESPECIALLY THE FRIARS PREACHERS,

ARE ATTACKED

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 252—58.

The Dominicans had come to Paris in 1217, the Franciscans in 1230. They
not merely gave instruction, more particularly in theology, in their own
convents, but sought admission to university degrees and the faculty of the-
ology, in which effort they received papal support. At first the other masters
raised little objection, but when friars who had been so admitted refused
to participate in the suspension of lectures and the “great dispersion” of
1220—1231, the other masters began to look at them askance. In 1253 the
two Dominican and one Franciscan professors of theology again refused
to participate in a cessation of lectures, called because of injuries inflicted
on scholars by the local police. When they further refused to take an oath
of obedience to the university as members thereof, the university expelled
and excommunicated them. In the following letter to the secular clergy
and to scholars generally, the university defends its action.

In the bitter struggle which followed, the friars were temporarily vic-
torious because of papal support, but after the death of Alexander IV in
1261 the university gradually made good its contentions. Friars were ad-
mitted to the faculty of theology but not to that of arts, and secular stu-
dents could incept for the doctorate only under secular doctors. By 1318
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an oath of obedience to the statutes of the university was once more im-
posed upon the friars.

To the reverend fathers in Christ, archbishops, bishops, abbots,
deans, archdeacons, and other prelates of churches, also to chapters and
to scholars generally, the university of masters and scholars studying
at Paris sends greeting everlasting in the Lord. The right hand of the
Most High once planted at Paris the paradise of delights, the venerable
gymnasium of letters, whence the fount of wisdom rises which, dis-
tributed in four faculties of theology, jurisprudence, medicine, and
rational, natural, and moral philosophy, like the four rivers of Para-
dise flowing through the four climes of the world, waters and irrigates
the whole earth. From which how multifarious spiritual and temporal
advantages Christendom experiences is clearer than light to all.

Over this venerable and wholesome gymnasium there once were
masters who were men of reverend life, most illustrious in learning,
religious of mind, yet all clad in secular garb, who, having become
more numerous as the number of auditors increased with time as it
should, in order that they could devote themselves the more freely
and tranquilly to learned study, if they should be associated by a bond
of special law, obtained from king and pope * a corporate college or
university with many privileges and indulgences. Under the happy
regime of these doctors the said university grew and blossomed into
the most beautiful flowers and bore richest fruit of honors, because,
just as they differed neither in costume nor profession, so they varied
not in studies or vows, knowing that still waters run deep.

But in our recent times certain men of religion who are called Friars
Preachers, living in Paris in small numbers, coming in under an ap-
pearance of piety and public utility, pursued the study of theology
together with us, fervently and humbly; on which account they were
kindly received by our predecessors and ourselves, embraced sincerely
with the arms of charity, lodged in our own house, which we conceded to
them to live in 2 and in which they dwell to this day, carefully educated
with the food of learning as well as of the body; and having obtained
many benefits from us and our predecessors, by entry of our scholars
they simultaneously grew in science and numbers, so that today they
are scattered everywhere in many colleges. But although in their first

1 Ab utroque principe.
2 The Hospital of Saint-Jacques, near Porte Saint-Jacques.
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institution they chose to serve Christ the Lord in perfect humility,
later, led by we know not what spirit against the evangelical rule of
perfect humility which they professed (in which the Lord says to the
perfect, “Do not wish to be called Rabbis,” and a little after, “Be ye
not called masters,” in the first utterance forbidding the appetite for
mastery, in the second interdicting too the word, Master), seeking the
solemn honor of the master’s degree and magisterial chairs, they
nevertheless, when the greater part of the university of Paris was
transferred to Angers because of an atrocious and notorious injury
done us, in that paucity of scholars which remained at Paris gained
their desire with the connivance of the bishop and chancellor of Paris
at that time and in the absence of the masters won the master’s degree
and one professorial chair.

Then, when our university was reformed at Paris by apostolic pro-
vision, by means of the same chair they multiplied successive doctors
for themselves against the will of the then chancellor—our predeces-
sors who were not yet hampered by other convents of scholars of the
orders dissimulating—and by themselves they erected a second pro-
fessorship and for some time maintained both, acquired by such titles.
But as time went on, our predecessors considered that there were six
colleges of different orders, namely, Cistercians, Premonstratensians,
Vallis Scholarium, Trinitarians, Friars Minor, and that other regular
clergy, not having colleges among us, had come to Paris for the sake
of studying theology and some of them had become professors, while
others not yet properly qualified for professorial chairs aspired to them
according to what they themselves said. They considered also that
the canons of the church of Paris, of whom three teach in this field
among us, were accustomed to increase their number as persons en-
dowed them in accordance with the custom of their church. They
considered furthermore that the state of the city and the reputation
of the theological faculty, according to the apostolic statute sworn to
by the chancellor of Paris and individual masters of theology, could
hardly support twelve chairs because of the scarcity of scholars studying
theology with us, since now in cities and other large-sized places gen-
erally the said subject is taught by the same friars and others, not with-
out great peril. Therefore, they perceived more clearly than light that,
after nine of those twelve chairs were occupied, as they were about to
be, irrevocably by the said colleges, which because of the continued
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succession of friar teachers would never henceforth revert to secular
masters, two or three at the most would be left over which could be
reserved for the secular persons who flock from every region under
the sun to the university of Paris. But should it happen that the said
colleges double their chairs, as the Preachers had done, since from
what we have said it would then follow that there would be fifteen
immortal classes in theology in our university, it would inevitably re-
sult that all secular scholars, the canons of Paris alone excepted, would
be excluded forever from the chairs of theology at Paris, on which
account we would have, because of the regulars coming in, to leave
the city of Paris, so suitable to our studies and for so long past made
suitable by us at great expense, and migrate to less suitable places not
without serious loss, or, alienated from the domain of theology, all
turn to the secular sciences.

We, therefore, carefully observing that the eminence of sacred let-
ters is more necessary to the secular clergy, who are frequently called
to care for souls and rule churches, than to the regular clergy who are
rarely promoted to such positions, noting also how a scholar is spurred
to study, if he hopes that sometime he may attain a professorial chair,
having held diligent deliberation, decided to decree that no convent
of regular clergy in our community should be allowed to have two
full professors actually teaching at the same time, not meaning by this
statute to prevent the friars from multiplying their own extraordinary
lecturers as they might see fit. Which statute the Friars Preachers re-
sist with all their might.

Then after Lent, being in great anguish of heart because of death,
imprisonment and other atrocities committed against our scholars by
the police of Paris, in accordance with a certain ordinance of the apos-
tolic see granted us, we made a certain mutual agreement as to fol-
lowing up the said injuries before God and justice, if it should hap-
pen that secular justice failed us, so far as each of us might, saving his
rule or order and also without labor of his own body, not in the name
of individuals but of the university. When we did this, the afore-
mentioned masters of the Preachers who were then teaching among
us would by no means agree to our said agreement, except on the con-
dition that under testimony of our common seal we concede to their
order in perpetuity two chairs in the faculty of masters of theology.
This could not be conceded to them, our statute mentioned above pre-
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venting, nor was it then a question of their classes or ours but rather
of removing the aforesaid injuries. Wherefore the said friars, pertina-
ciously resisting the said agreement, delayed it by their rebellious
attitude for seven weeks, on which account our security being in
jeopardy we had to abstain the longer from lecturing. Having finally
effected this agreement despite their resistance, there immediately fol-
lowed satisfaction of the said injuries for our future security.

But while this was still pending, lest we experience a similar rebel-
lion in any masters in the future, we unanimously decided to decree
that henceforth no master be admitted to the college of masters unless
he should first have sworn to observe faithfully our statutes, licit and
honorable and useful to us; further, to join in our licit and honorable
and expedient agreements which have especial vigor from the tenor
of our privileges, so that in the words of Augustine the part be not
shameful from not harmonizing with the whole. To which statute,
although we were afterwards willing in their favor to insert this clause,
“provided, however, that to me who profess the rule of the Friars
Preachers the said statutes according to that rule are not illicit or dis-
honorable or contrary to the safety of souls, or adverse to law divine
or human or to public utility, nor harmful to the holy church of God,”
nevertheless they refused to give their assent except on the aforesaid
condition of two professorships being conceded in perpetuity, and,
since the condition was not accepted by us for the reason already stated,
they pertinaciously resisted the same statute so far as in them lay and
still do. ‘

Now when, because of this rebellion and contumacy, in accord with
the tenor of the aforesaid ordinance of the apostolic see after the lapse
of fifteen days, they incurred sentence of excommunication, we on ac-
count of their excommunication for the said rebellions separating them
and their adherents from our society, as is the custom, caused their
separation according to our custom to be announced in all the classes.
On which account the entire convent of the Friars Preachers at Paris,
forgetful of its ancient humility and our beneficence, contrary to the
word of the Apostle saying, “I beseech you brethren that you walk
worthily of that calling in which you are called in all humbleness and
gentleness,” and in another place, “Forget not favors,” raising their
heel against our university their patron, as they themselves would not
dare to deny, gravely defaming the persons of our predecessors, falsely
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and foully calling them persecutors of holiness and all religion, finally
plotting danger against our persons, they suggested with deliberate
malice to the illustrious count of Poitiers, then regent of the realm of
France, with many magnates of his court assisting him and in the pres-
ence of our masters summoned for this, that we had issued statutes
against God and the church universal, likewise had perpetrated con-
spiracies unlawful against the honor of the king and profit of the
realm, which God forbid, whereas really we had done nothing what-
ever except what has been stated above and in which they had joined
with us to the extent of their power, subject merely to their stipulated
condition.

Nor yet sated with our calamities, going to the apostolic see and
gravely defaming, as we have learned, our predecessors to the pope
and cardinals, maintaining complete silence as to the causes of their
separation, without anyone there of our side, by the elaborate false-
hoods of their entreaties and their importunity they extorted from the
pope certain surreptitious letters, as we have learned, to the venerable
father, the bishop of Evreux, by which (although from reverence
to the apostolic bull and the entreaties of the said count of Poitiers and
to avoid giving scandal to many who were shocked by their insolences
we were willing to readmit them to our society saving only our statutes
aforesaid, at least until the pope, more fully informed, should decree
otherwise) they nonetheless by means of an executor of theirs dele-
gated at their instance by the bishop mentioned, namely a master Luke,
a canon of Paris, favorable to them but entirely hostile to us—with-
out our ever being summoned to judgment, never heard in our defense,
not sufficiently warned, our exceptions not admitted nor the falsity
of their pleas and many other things proposed extra judicium as we
could before God, after a legitimate appeal interposed from these
grievances and many other causes, pending nevertheless a citation by
which they had had us cited to the tribunal of the supreme pontiff by
a letter obtained from the apostolic see to the same judge—they pro-
cured the suspension of all masters and everyone of all faculties, all
auditors even of theology, law and medicine, without any knowledge
of the cause, without process of law, de facto since de sure they could
not, and to the greater contumely of us and every clerk published the
same in the parish churches of the city of Paris on a Sunday in the
presence of all the laity and to their grave scandal.
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Add to this that, to increase the peak of their presumption, when,
for the sake of new scholars arriving who did not know what had
happened, we caused the afore-mentioned edict of separation together
with their declaration to be announced to all classes as is the custom by
our public servants whom we call bedells, when the said servants came
to a class of these friars and one of them began to read a copy of the
edict, 2 multitude of the friars who were there with a great vocifera-
tion and clamor rushed at those servants, after many contumelies tore
the copy of the edict from the hands of the reader, and, pushing an-
other servant aside, struck a third so that blood flowed, and so they
shamefully drove them away. Finally, when they returned to the
rector of our university and revealed what had happened to them,
the rector taking three masters of arts with him went to the same class.
But when he tried to read another copy of the same edict, the same friars
rushed at him and assailed him with many contumelies. At length when
they charged that he came armed and, to find out, felt his person with
their hands, the rector wishing to show his innocence turned up his cope
to his neck and demonstrated in the sight of all that he was unarmed,
and thus escaping their hands he returned with the business unaccom-
plished.

Moreover, the iniquities of the Amorites not yet completed, the
friars mentioned turning wickedly to machinations of fraud, not to
say falsity, extorted from their said executor by his mistake as he
asserts, not without vice of falsity, a letter containing that certain of
our masters and students mentioned by name to the number of forty
had agreed in his presence to admit to our society and college of masters
the aforesaid friars who once taught among us. Which letter indeed
they displayed at secret conferences to some of us in order to induce
them after the example of the aforesaid to join them and secretly
withdraw from the agreement of our university, and in this way they
brought about dissensions and schisms among us, until the same letter
by God’s aid was brought to us by one of ours and read in public, and
those whose names were inscribed were aroused by such falsity and
denied the fact stoutly. The said executor hearing this became red in
the face and in detestation of the said letter broke his seal with an axe
and sent part of the same broken seal to our rector as a sign of his own
sadness and remorse. Also at the petition of certain persons named in
the said letter, seized by fear, he granted them to have their letters
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asserting the contrary sealed with the seal of the court of Paris, since
he did not yet have a seal of his own, which we keep with the prior
letter aforesaid to show at the proper time and place.

The defamations and detractions, which they have not feared to
make against us and especially against our predecessors in their public
sermons as well as in private, we cannot explain in a few words. In all
which things aforesaid not without grave damage we have experienced
the truth of that vulgar proverb, “A mouse in one’s wallet, a serpent
in the bosom, a fire in one’s lap, repay their hosts evilly,” Solomon
saying, “He who nourishes a serpent in his bosom will be stung by it,”
and also the truth of the Council of Seville where it says, “Men of
diverse profession ought not to be in one and the same office,” which
likewise is forbidden in divine law, Moses saying, “You shall not
plow with an ox and an ass together,” that is, you shall not associate
men of different profession in one office together. And later on, “Those
cannot associate and hold together whose studies and vows differ.” 3

Lest therefore certain of the friars who are scattered through all
churches, wishing perchance to justify the case of their Parisian friars
to the ears of men, should succeed in obfuscating the truth of events
by one-sided narration, we, taking into account the public utility of the
church universal, not on our own account merely but for certain greater
matters which are imminent, desiring that the said truth be known to
all, have decided to give a summary of the aforesaid events, collect-
ing briefly the terrors and oppressions and other unexpected griev-
ances which they insolently inflict upon us—passing over for the present
many things which they devise against us through the power of lay-
men whom they win over in wondrous ways—to your discretion, rev-
erend fathers, in the present writing, in order that you, who are fathers
by the clemency of divine providence, remembering that you once
were sons, may now endure with us sons in paternal affection and,
noting carefully and clearly how great perils may follow from the said
insolence which they display, especially since you are given as watch-
men to the house of Israel, do you ascend the watchtowers and gaze
and contemplate and, if you shall deem expedient, take care to pro-
vide such means as with God you can, lest if that foundation of the
church known as the university of Paris be shaken, the edifice itself
in consequence unexpectedly sink in ruin. For he who begins by sap-

# The quotation is made indirectly through Gratian, causa 16, quaest. 7, cap. 22.
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ping the foundations leaves no doubt whatever that he intends to
level the entire edifice.

Given at Paris in the church of St. Julien le Pauvre and read there
in the presence of the masters of all faculties, all masters being specially
summoned for this purpose, in the year of the Lord 1253, on the
Wednesday immediately following the Feast of the Purification of
the blessed virgin Mary. :

28
COURSES IN ARTS, PARIS, 1255

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 277-79.

In the year of the Lord 1254. Let all know that we, all and each,
masters of arts by our common assent, no one contradicting, because
of the new and incalculable peril which threatens in our faculty—some
masters hurrying to finish their lectures sooner than the length and
difficulty of the texts permits, for which reason both masters in lec-
turing and scholars in hearing make less progress—worrying over the
ruin of our faculty and wishing to provide for our status, have decree.d
and ordained for the common utility and the reparation of our uni-
versity to the honor of God and the church universal that alland single
masters of our faculty in the future shall be required to finish the
texts which they shall have begun on the feast of St. Remy * at the
times below noted, not before.

The Old Logic, namely the book of Porphyry, the Praedicamenta,
Periarmeniae, Divisions and Topics of Boethius, except the fourth, on
the feast of the Annunciation of the blessed Virgin * or the last day
for lectures preceding. Priscian minor and major, Topics and Elenchi,
Prior and Posterior Analytics they must finish in the said or equal
time. The Ethics through four books in twelve weeks, if they are
read with another text; if per se, not with another, in half that time.
Three short texts, namely Sex principia, Barbarismus, Priscian on ac-
cent, if read together and nothing else with them, in six weeks. The
Physics of Aristotle, Metaphysics, and De animalibus on the feast of
St. John the Baptist; * De celo et mundo, first book of Meteorology

1 Qctober 1. See Selection 72 for a fourteenth-century calendar of the university

of Paris.
Z March 25. 3 June 24.
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with the fourth, on Ascension day; * De anima, if read with the books
on nature, on the feast of the Ascension, if with the logical texts, on
the feast of the Annunciation of the blessed Virgin; De generatione
on the feast of the Chair of St. Peter; ® De causis in seven weeks; De
sensu et sensato in six weeks; De sompno et vigilia in five weeks; De
plantis in five weeks; De memoria et reminiscentia in two weeks;
De differentia spiritus et animae in two weeks; De morte et vita 1n one
week. Moreover, if masters begin to read the said books at another
time than the feast of St. Remy, they shall allow as much time for
lecturing on them as is indicated above. Moreover, each of the said
texts, if read by itself, not with another text, can be finished in half
the time of lecturing assigned above. It will not be permitted anyone
to finish the said texts in less time, but anyone may take more time.
Moreover, if anyone reads some portion of a text, so that he does
not wish, or is unable, to complete the whole of it, he shall read that
portion in a corresponding amount of time.

If a bachelor shall incept before the feast of St. Denis,® he may end
his lectures with those resuming on the feast of the blessed Remy.
Those who begin after the feast of St. Denis shall finish their texts
by as much later as they began later than others. Each in good faith
shall according to his estimate portion out his text proportionally to
the time allowed for his lectures. Further, no one shall be allowed to
give more than two ordinary lectures,” nor to make them extraordinary,
nor to give them except at the ordinary hour and in ordinary wise.

Moreover, from the feast of St. John the Baptist till the feast of
St. Remy each shall arrange his lectures as shall seem most con-
venient for himself and his auditors. Also no one shall presume to
give more than two cursory lectures on any day when lectures are
held, nor more than three on a day when there are not regular lec-
tures, nor to begin any course until he has finished the preceding
course, unless he shall have been detained by serious illness over
fifteen days or shall have been out of town for good reason more than
fifteen days, or if the scholars do not want to hear him further. Also,
no one shall be permitted to deliver any lectures on the days of the
apostles and evangelists or on the three days immediately following
Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost, or after the third hour on the eve

* A movable feast, forty days after Easter, usually in May. 8 February 22.
8 October 9. 7 Or, give ordinary lectures more than twice.
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of those three days. These things, moreover, we have decreed and or-
dained to be observed inviolate. Let no one, therefore, infringe this
page of our ordinance or rashly go against it. But should anyone
presume to attempt this, let him know that he will incur the wrath
of the whole university and suspension of lectures for a year. In testi-
mony and support of which thing we have decreed that the present
letter be sealed with the seals of the four nations by their consent.
Given in the year 1254 on the Friday before Palm Sunday.

[N

29

ODOFREDUS ANNOUNCES HIS LAW
LECTURES AT BOLOGNA

Savigny, Geschichte des rémischen Rechts im Mittelalter, 111, 1822,
Pp. 50I-2, §II.

If you please, 1 will begin the Old Diges: * on the eighth day or there-
abouts after the feast of St. Michael 2 and I will finish it entire with
all ordinary and extraordinary, Providence permitting, in the middle
of August or thereabouts. The Code® 1 will always begin within
about a fortnight of the feast of St. Michael and I will finish it with
all ordinary and extraordinary, Providence permitting, on the first of
August or thereabouts. The extraordinary lectures used not to be
given by the doctors. And so all scholars including the unskilled and
novices will be able to make good progress with me, for they will

* The Old Digest, like the Old Logic, was the portion of the text which had been
longest known and of which the study was earliest revived. It comprised books 1—28
and the first two titles of book 29. The New Digest included the closing books of
Justinian’s compendium of Roman legal literature. The intervening section from book
29, titulus 3, to book 38, titulus 3, was called the /nfortiatum and, like the other two,
was usually made the subject of a distinct course of lectures.

Johannes Jacobus Canis, De modo studendi in utroque iure, Padua, 1476, 1485, 1488,
tells us that the Old Digest was bound in white; the New Digest, in red; the Infor-
tiatum, in pitch black; the first nine books of the Code, in green.

2 September 29.

® The code of Justinian. Other books of civil law that were lectured on were T/e
Three Books (Tres libri), a detached part of the Code; the Volumen, consisting of
Justinian’s Institutes and the Authentica, a Latin translation of the Nowels of Justinian,
which were new laws issued by him in Greek; and The Book of Fiefs (Liber feudorum),
a manual of Lombard law. .
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hear their text as a whole, nor will anything be left out, as was once
done in this region, indeed was the usual practice. For I shall teach
the unskilled and novices but also the advanced students. For the un-
skilled will be able to make satisfactory progress in the position of the
case and exposition of the letter; the advanced students can become
more erudite in the subtleties of questions and contrarieties. I shall also
read all the glosses, which was not done before my time. . . .

For it is my purpose to teach you faithfully and in a kindly man-
ner, in which instruction the following order has customarily been
observed by the ancient and modern doctors and particularly by my
master, which method I shall retain. First, I shall give you the sum-
maries of each title before I come to the text. Second, I shall put forth
well and distinctly and in the best terms I can the purport of each
law. Third, I shall read the text in order to correct it. Fourth, I shall
briefly restate the meaning. Fifth, I shall solve conflicts, adding gen-
eral matters (which are commonly called rocardica) and subtle and
useful distinctions and questions with the solutions, so far as divine
Providence shall assist me. And if any law is deserving of a review
by reason of its fame or difficulty, I shall reserve it for an afternoon
review.

30
PAPAL PRIVILEGE TO SALAMANCA, 1255

Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 291.

Alexander, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to his cherished
sons of the university of masters and scholars at Salamanca, greeting
and apostolic benediction. We think it worthy and fitting that those
who till the field of study with daily lectures, in order that they may
be able to behold the pearl of science, should rejoice to find us favor-
able and benign to their petitions, so that their studies may be pursued
the more freely, as they feel themselves fortified with apostolic favor.
Since therefore, as we have learned from the tenor of your petition,
it sometimes happens that those who have been examined and ap-
proved at the university of Salamanca, although they are found fit
to teach in any faculty, are by no means permitted to teach elsewhere
unless they undergo another examination in that faculty, in order
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that they may not have to undergo examination as often as they hap-
pen to teach elsewhere, you have petitioned apostolic benignity to
provide for your quiet in this. We therefore, moved by the supplica-
tions of our dearest son in Christ, the illustrious king of Castile and
Leon, and by your own, grant by authority of these presents to you
and your successors that, after any of the masters and scholars in the
university of Salamanca in any faculty shall have been found qualified
to teach by a legitimate preceding examination, he shall be able to
teach in any university except only Paris and Bologna in the same
faculty for which he has already undergone examination without
further examination or contradiction of anyone. Nulli ergo, etc. Given
at Anagni, September 22, first year [of our pontificate].

3I
STUDY OF ORIENTAL LANGUAGES, 1256
Chartularium universitatis Parisiensis, 1, 317-18.

To all Friars Preachers cherished in the Son of God, brother Humbert,
their useless servant, greeting and joy in the Holy Spirit. The care
of the regimen of your souls imposed on my frailty requires that 1
not merely seek with paternal solicitude to urge you on to better
things with holy exhortations, but in maternal affection I mean to
console you for the time being that your spirits, comforted in the
Lord, may be stronger to endure all. Hence it is, dearest ones, that
having every solicitude for you as to your common consolation, I have
thought right to notify you of certain matters concerning the progress
of the Order and salvation of souls which it was a great solace to me
to learn of, in order that you may rejoice with me in the Lord. Lo,
beloved, as has come to our attention by numerous letters of many
in true narration, friars are now multiplied through the world by
the grace of Him who called them, and they flourish marvelously
before God and men, and bring forth much fruit in other important
respects, while the number of so great a multitude sufficiently cared
for the small matter of correcting grave excesses in our recent chapter.
Moreover, who could fully express with how great favor of goodwill
our order, and we who stand in holy calling, is pursued by the holy
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Roman church? With how great benevolence how many prelates
embrace us? With how great honor of veneration kings, princes and
magnates, with how great charity almost all the religious, treat us?
Finally, how great devotion the Christian people show everywhere on
