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AROrMKNT

In thf dat/s irhen Krechlhrus ruled over Athent, Ajtollo

irrought violence to the ting's young daughter ( rrusa.

And she, hating borne a son, lej) him, hy reason of her

fear and shame, in the cave irherein the (kx/ hail

humhted her. Hut Aftollo cared for him, and causetl

the hahe to be brought to Delphi, exen to his temjtle.

I'hrrrin teas the child nuriured, and ministered in the

tnurts of the (tod's house. And in process of iime

Krechlheus died, and left no son nor daughter save

(reuja, and evil days came ujMjn Athens, that she teas

hard bestead in rrar. Then \uthus, a chiej" of the

Achaean folk, fought for her and prei ailed against her

F.ultoean enemies, and for guerdon of victory received

the princess Creusa to trif'e, and so bexame hng-cx/nsvrt

in Athens. Hut to these ttrain teas no child bom ; to,

ajler many years, they Journeyed to Delphi to inquire

of the oiacle of .l/tullu touching issue. And there the

( <od ordered all things so that the lost teas found, and

iiH heir tras given to the royal house of .ilhens. }et,

through the blind haste of mortals, and their Itttle fmth,

tras the son trell-nigh slain 6y the mother, and the

mother by the son.
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nreiA ^toi npo*HTi2

A0HNA



DRAMATIS PERSONAE

Hermes, the messenger of the Gods.

Ion, son of Apollo and Creusa.

Creusa, Queen of Athens, Daughter oj Erechtheus, and n-ije

of Xuthus.

XuTHUs, an Achaean chief, king-consort of Athens.

Old Servant {of Erechtheus foi-me.rly, then oj Creusa).

Servant {of Xuthus).

Pythia, the Prophetess of the temple.

Athena, Patron-goddess of Athens.

Chorus, consisting of Handmaids attendant on Creusa.

Attendants, p>-i&$ts, guards, and Delphian citizens.

Scene : At Delphi, in the fore-court of tlie temple of

Pythian Apollo, who is called also Phoebus, and Ix)xias.

The great altar of sacrifice stands in the centre.
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EPMH2
'ArXa?, o y^aXKiotcTi vcotok; ovpavov

6eo)v TTuXaiov oikov €KTpif3(or, Ocwv

fjLid'i e(f>V(T€ Malav, i] '/i' eyeivuTO

'Kp^i)v fieyt'aTfi) '/irjvi, Baifioi'cai' XuTpii'.

ijfca) he i^€\(f)(i)v Ti'juSe yijv, tV 6fu.(f)aX6v

fiicrov Kadi^aiv ^l^o1^o<; vfii'W^el f3poToi<;

rd T oi'Ta Kal /j.e\\oi'Ta deairi^wv dei.

€(7Tiv yap ovK dai)uo<; VjWi]vo)v ttoXi^,

tT/? ^pv(ToX6'y\ov WaXXdho^ KeKXrjfiei'i],

10 ov TraiS" ^Vjp€^6e(i)<; ^l^o'i/So's €^€V^€i> ydfioi';

0la Kpeovcrav, erda Trpna^oppotx: ir^rpa^

T\aXXtiho<i VTT o^dfp Ti]<; Wdijrauov >^0ov6<;

IVIaA-pa*? KaXovai jfj'i di'aKT€<; WtOiBo^.

uyi'U}'; Be Trarpi, rcti Oew yhp i]v <f)iXnv,

ya(7Tpo<; BitpeyK oykov fo? 5 ijXOev ^poi'o^,

TCKOi'a €u oiKo:<; TralS' dTr>]viyK€v ^pccpot

€49 ravTov avrpov ovTrep rivvdaOrj Oew
Kpeovaa, KUKTidrjaiv &)? Oavovfievnv

Koi\i]<; €1' dvTL7ri]yo<; eurpoy^tp KVKXrp,

2C Trpoyoi'cov vo/.ioi' aro^ovcra tou t€ yyjyevov^

^Epi-y^Ooi'iov K€U'ri) yap i) i\t6<; Koprj

(ppovpio irapa^ev^aaa (f)vXaK€ (T(i)p.aro<;

Bi<j(T(o BpuKovTe, TTapdevoi'i WyXauplcri



ION
F.nirr iirRMF*.

Ati.as, wlidsf* brazen sliouUlrrs wrar lh«- Iwise

Of hravcn, the aiicirnt iioinc of (iuds, brgat
( )r a certain (mkKIcss' Main, wliiili Iwrc nir.

Ilcnnrs, lu-avrn's mcssrnjjrr, to Zrus most \u\i\\.

Ni>w to this I)( Iphian lancl I ronir, whrrr l'lii>cbus

ll.ith at earth's navel his pmphetic Mat,

({evealing thinj^ that are and thin^ to Ik*.

There is a fnnioiiH city of the (Jrceks,

N.nne«| lliirj; of Pallas of the (ioldrn S|>rar.

Miere I'IkmIiiis force*! Kriihtheus' chihl (>« iis-i, lo

\\ here the north-fneinjij riK*k.s, iM-neath the Mnunt
Of I'.illas in the Athenian land, are calletl

riu- I>>n^ t lilfs l»y the lonls of Attica.

N.iijyht knew her sire -for this was IMuK-hus'

will -
The burden 'ncath h«r heart ; but in due time

She tnivaile<l in his halls, and broujjht the IkiI>c

Into the selfsame cave wherein the (iinl

M.id hundiled her, and left it there to die

In the fnir-n>unded hollov^- of an nrk.

Still ke«"pinj; the tra<lition of her nice 20

And ••.•irth-l>orn Krichtlmnius, by whom
Zeus' Daughter set for wanhrs of his life

Iwo serpents, ere to the .\j;r.iulid maids

' Ptcivoc, daughter of Oc«an.



ION

l'6/J.O'i Ti? eCTTlV 6(f)€(TlV iv ;^pL'o-7;XaTO<i?

Tp€(f)€n> r^Kv . aXX' i)v eJ^e 7rap6ii'o<i x^^^V^
TCKi (p irpoaaylracr €\t7r€i> to? Savov^evoy.

Kat fi' cov a6e\(^09 ^oi/3o<; alreiTai tuSc
CO avyyov , €\9o)i> Xaov etV avT6-)(6ova

30 kXcii Mv W6i]i>a}v, olada yap ^ea? ttoXiv,

Xa/3(oi' ^pe(f)o<; veoyvbv €k /rotXr/? irerpa^i

avTQ) <Tvi> ayyei (nrapydvotai 0^ ol<{ f yet

€i'€yK€ Ae\</>ft)j' Tu/jLa 7rpo<f ^prjcmjpia

KG I ^t? 7rpo<i avTai<i €iaoBoi<; So/jlcoi' €/j.(oi>.

TO. 6' a\X\ €p.6<; yap iariv, 6)<i €iBfj<;, 6 iraU,
rjpih' /j.€X7](T€i. Ao^ia 8' eyio xupii'

vpuao'iov dSeXcfxi) TrXeKTov i^upa<i kvto^
iji'eyKa Kat, rov iralha KpijirlSwi' €ttl

TiO)]/jLi vaov Toi/B , cjj'aTTTu^a? kvto<{

40 etXiKTOv avTiTTTjyo'i, ax; opwS^ 6 irai^;.

Ki'pel 8' dfi ('TTTTfuoj'To? t'jXiov kvkXo)

Trpo(f>i]TL^ ela^aivovaa ixanelov Ot-ov'

6y\rtv he irpoa^a'Xovaa -rraihi injirtrn

iOav^iaa €i T/<f ^eX<f)iB(i)i> TXaiJ) Koprj

XnOpniov d)hii>* fiV Oeov pl-^ai Bofiov,

VTTtp he OvfieXo'i hiopi'crat 7rp66vfiO'i j/r*

oiKTfn 6' u(f){)Kei' (i>/j.6r}]Ta, Kai Oeo^;

avvepyo^ ?jv rro Traihi /xi] 'Kirecrelv ho^wv.
rp€(f)€i he viv Xa^ovcrw top cnrei'pai'Ta he

50 ovK olhe ^ol^ov ovhe firjrep ?}? e0i',

TTOif re Tou? re/foi'Ta? ovk eiriaTaTai.

veo<i fiev ovv o)V dp,(f)i f3fOfiiov<; rpn<^a<;

i}XdT (idvpdiv 6i<; 6' t'nn]vhp'JoOi) hefia^,

AeX(f)oi a<f) tOei'To xP^'<^o(f)vXaKa tov Oeov
TOfiiai' T€ irdvTwv iricnov, ev 6' dvaKT6poi<i



She /rave the l»ahr to nurst-. Fur this cause there

The Kn-rhtheitls use to Iiaiijj nlKUit their liabes

Ser|MMits of gulil. Yen. brtiulcry fn>in her nil>c

She tied to lier Iwlw. niul left him, ns for <h-nth.

Then (lid mv hmther I'h<K'hus nsk me this :

••(io. hnithir, t<» thr earth-Imni folk of Atliens

I h«- ;;lririous,— for thoii ktiow'st Athena's hurj;, 3 '

\im1 from the riK-k-ehrt take a IwIm* ueu-lxirn,

\N'ith erndle aiul with sw-nldhii^-lwinds withal,

AimI iM-ar to Drlphi, to mine oraele,

\ii(l set him at mv temple's eiiterinjj-in.

Ml else be mine: for thi*- that thou niayst

know,

—

i^ niv son." For a graer t<i Ixixias

My brother, t«»ok I up the wovi-n ark,

Aixl Itare. and on the Itasrment of this fane

i s«-t him. o|H-nm); first the erndle's lid

W ith-woveii, that llir Ih»v mi^ht s<i In* seen. <'1

And, as the sun drove forth his chariot. |tass.(d

A pri«-stess into the pn»phelie shhnc.
\N ho. easting eyes u|Min the w«irdh-ss IwIm-,

Marvrlird that any Di-lphian maid should dare
Into the (mnI's house Hing her child of shame,
And o'er the holy fxale in r.eal had thrust

;

Hut pitv Iwnishrd cnielty : yea, the (»od

\\ riHitiht that the l>oy Iw not east forth his fan**.

So t<Mik she him and nursed, nor knew the sw
Was |*ho<-bus, nor the retklinp's inothrr kiuw , . •

Nor ktious tlu- l>oy who brouj^ht him int«» life.

So did the youngling round the altars s|M>rt

That fed him. When to manlutod waxed his

frame.

The Dclphians matic him trrnsurrr of the (»od,

\iid trusted steward of all ; and in the fane



ION

deov Kara^fi hevp aei aefivov ^lov,

l^peovaa S' rj TeKovaa rov veaviav

"BiOvOcp jafieiTai ovfK^opa'i roiaah vtto.

rjv Tal<; ^Ad)]i'ai<; Tot<; re Xa\/c&)3oz^TtSai?,

60 ot <yr]v 'iy^ovcr' ^v^olSa, TroiXefiio^ kXvScov

ov crvfi7roi'i](Ta<; koX ^uve^eXcov Bopl

ryd/jLcov Kpeoy(T7/9 a^LOopu iSi^aro,

ovK i<yyevr]<; cor, AloXov Be tov Aio?

7670)? 'A%a<o?* \povia he aireipwi Xe;^j;

areKvo'i eart, Kal Kpeova' wv e'tveKa

7]Kovai 7r/30? fxavreV 'AttoWwi/o? rdSe,

epwTi iraihwv. Aofta<? Be ttjv rv^V^
et? TOVT iXavvei, kov XeXrjOev, &)? BoKel.

Bccaei yap elaeXOovri iiavrelov roBe

70 "B-ovOm tov avTov iralBa, Kal Tre(f)VKevai

Keivov crcf)e (f)i]aet, /jbijrpb^ &)9 eXOcov B6p,ov(;

yvcocrOf] Kpeovarj, Kal ydfiOL re Ao^lov

Kpvrrrol yevcovrat Trat? t e^f; ra irpoat^opa.

^Iwva S' avrov, KTLcrrop^ 'Acr^aSo? ')(dov6<;,

ovofia KeK\i]a6ai Otjaerat Ka9' EWaSa.
aX>C et9 Ba(j)V(oB7] yva\a ^7]cro/iiat rdBe,

ro Kpavdev co? av eKfiddio TraiSo? Trepi.

opo) yap eK^alvovra Ao^lov yovov

rdvV , ct)<? 77/30 vaov \ajxiTpa 6fj rrvXcafxara

80 Bd(j)VT]<; K\d8otatv. ouofia S', ov /xeXXet rv)(^eii',

"I&)j/' 67a) acjie Trpcaro'i ovo/xd^co 6em>.

dpixara fiev rdBe XafXTrpa reOpiirrrav

?;\t09 ?;S?/ \a/x7rei Kara yrjv,

d(TTpa Be (f)evyet irvp roB^ drr aiQepQ<i

10
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He liveth to this day a hallowed life.

But she, Creusa, that had borne the lad.

Was wed to Xuthus, by such hap as this :

—

A surge of war 'twixt Athens rose and them
That in Euboea hold Chalcidice

; 60

Then on their side he fought, and smote their foes,

And for his guerdon won Creusa's hand

—

An alien, yet Achaean born, and son

Of Aeolus son of Zeus. But, after years

Of wedlock, childless are they, for which cause

To this shrine of Apollo have they come.
Yearning for seed. Now Loxias guides their fate

Hereto, nor hath forgotten, as might seem.

He shall give Xuthus, when he entereth,

His own child, saying to liim, " Lo, thy son," 70

That the lad, coming home, made known may be

Unto Creusa, Loxias' deed abide

Unknown, and so the child may have his right.

And Ion shall he cause him to be called

Through Greece, the founder of an Asian realm.

Now to yon hollow bay-embowered I go
To watch how destiny dealeth with the lad.

For yonder see I Loxias' child come forth

To make the temple-portals bright with boughs
Of bay. And by the name that he shall bear, 80

Ion, do I first name him of the Gods. [Exit.

Enter ion, followed by n throng of Delphian

worshippers.

ION

Lo, yonder the Sun-god is turning to earthward his

splendour-blazing

Chariot of light

;

And the stars from the firmament flee from the fiery

arrows chasing,

II
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et? vv')(ff lepdv,

UapvrjaidSe^ 8' a^aroL Kopv<f>al

KaTa\a/jL7ro/j,evai ttjv rjixepiav

dyjrlBa ^porolcn he'^ovrai,

afx{jpvr]<i B dvvSpov Kairvo^; el^ 6po(f)OV^

90 ^oij3ov TrireTai.

Odcrcrei Be yvvr] rpiiroha ^dOeov

AeX0t?, delBova "YjWi-jcn ^od<;,

a? dv ^AiroWcov KeXaSyjar/.

dXX', M *t>oi(3ov AeXcjiol depaire'^,

Ta<; }Laard\ia<; dpyvpoeiBet^

^aivere Biva<i, Ka6apal<i he Bp6aoi<i

(f)aiBpvvd/jL€vot arelx^Te vaov^'

aro/jbci T ev(f)ri/jLov (jjpoupetT dyadov,

(f)/]/jba<i T dya$d<i

100 TOL<; ideXovaLV pbavreveaOai

yXoLXTcnji; tStor? diroc^aiveLV.

y)fiel^ Be, TTOvov^ ou? e'/c Tra/So?

/jLO')(^dov/J-ev dec, irropdoLcn Bd(f)vi]<;

aTecpeaiv 0^ iepoi<; eaoBov^; ^oi^ov
Kadapd<i 07](To/jLev, vypai<i re ireBov

pai'Laiv vorepov, Trrrjvoiv r dyeXa^;,

at ^XdTTTovcTiv crepiv dvaO>']p,aTa,

To^oiaiv epLOL'i (l)vydBa^ Oijaop^ev

fo)9 yap d/J,r]Tcop dirdrwp re yeyoi^

110 Tou? dpeyjravrai;

^oi^ov vaov<; Oepairevoi.

dy M vey]da\e<i S) crp.
KaWiaTa<; TrpoTroXevfxa Bd^va<;,

a rdv ^oi^ov dvp-ekav

(xaipei<;, vtto vaoi<i

12
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To the sacred night

:

And the crests of Parnassus untrodden are flaming

and flushed^ as with yearning [dayHght returning

Of welcome to far-flashing wheels with the glory of

To mortal sight.

To the roof-ridge of Phoebus the fume of the incense

of Araby burning
As a bird taketh flight. [Maiden 90

On the tripod most holy is seated the Deljihian

Chanting to children of Hellas the wild cries, laden

With doom, from the lips of Apollo that ring.

Delphians, Phoebus's priesthood-train.

Unto Castaly's silvery-swirling spring

Pass ye, and cleanse with the pure spray-rain

Your bodies, or ever ye enter his fane.

Set a watch on the door of your lips ; be there heard
Nothing but good in the secret word
That ye murmur to them whose hearts be stirred 100

To seek to his shrine, that they seek not in vain.

And I in the toil that is mine—mine now, [bough.

And from childhood up,—with the bay's young
And with wreathed garlands holy, will cleanse

The portals of Phoebus ; with dews from the spring

Will I sprinkle his })avement, and chase far thence
With the shaft from the string

The flocks of the birds : the defilers shall flee

From his oflferings holy. Nor mother is mine
Neither father: his temple hath nurtui'ed me, 110

And I serve his shrine.

Come, branch in thy freshness yet blowing, (Str.)

God's minister, loveliest bay.

Over the altar-steps glide :

In the gardens immortal, beside

13
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Ki'jTTcov i^ adavuTOiv,

iva hpocroL Teyyova lepai,

"frav aevaov irayav

(KTTpoielcrai

1-0 fivpaii'a<i, lepav (^o^av

c\ craipco Bcnre^ov (^eou

7rai>afM€pio<; afi uXiou

TTT^pvyi doa
Xarpevcov to kut ijfiap.

0) 1 1 at at' CO Ylaidv,

evaioyv euaicor

eh]';, 0) Xarov'i ttuc.

Ka\oV 76 TOV TTUVOV, (0

<I>ot^e, aol 77pu hopayv XnTpevco

130 Tip.wv p^vreiov ehpav
K\€lVO<i 8' 6 TTOVO^ fXOl

Oeolatv BovXav "^ep eyeiv,

ov di'aTo7,<s «W' udavaToi<i'

€v(f)up.ov<; Be Tr6vov<i p.o\Bclu

OIK inroKupio).

^Voif3u<; fioi yeverayp Trari'/p'

Tui' ^ocTKovTa yap evXoyot),

TO 6' (o(f>eXifj.oi> Cfiol 7raT€po<i

orofia Xe7&),

HO ^hoL^ov TOV KaTa vaov,

o) Waiav 0) llaidf,

evaiwv evaiwv

eh]<;, (o Aaroixi ircu.

aXV eKTravcro) yap fio^Oov^

X4
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His temple, hatli l>ur{;roiud thy pride,

Wlwrr the sacred waters nre Huwiii);

Ihroufih a veil of the myrtle spray,

A i'dUiitaiii that leaprth aye

O'er thy tresses divine to pour. 120

I wave thee o'er IMuK-hiis' floor

As the sun's wing soars suddrn-gluwinf;.

Such service is mine each day.

() Healer, O Ilealer-king,

Ix-t blessing on blessing upring

L'nto Ixrto's Son as I sing !

*Tis my glory, the ser\iec I render (Ant.)

In tity |X)rtals, O I'luK-bus, to thee I

I honour thy prophet shrine. 130

I'n>ud lalwur is mine— it is thine !

I am thrall to the (mmIs di\ine :

Not to men, but Immortals, I tender

My Ixtndage ; 'tis glori«ius and free:

Never fuintness shall fall u|xin me.

For my father thee, I'hocbus, I praise,

Who hast nurtured me all mv days:

Mv iM-gi-lter. mine help, my defender

This temple's IMuK-bus shall b«'.

O Healer. O Healer-king, HO
Let blessing on blessing upring

Unto Lctu's Son as I sing

!

But—for now from the toil I refrain

Of the bay-boughs softly trailing,

—

15
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Xpvcrecov 8' t'/c Tei/;^ta)V f)L\}ru>

yaia<; Traydv,

iiv (iTrox^voi'Tai

KaaTa\ia<i hivai,

vorepov vBtop ^dWoiv,
loO ocriO'i (ITT evvd'i uiv.

eW ovTO)<; aiel *t>oL/3(p

XuTpevcov fit] iravaaifiav,

rj iravaaifjMV uyada fxoipa.

i^OLTOXJ^ ijBrj XeiTTovatr t€

TTTapol llapvaaov Koira^'

avho) fit) ^pifiTTTeiv OpcyKOC<;

p.i]B' et«f ')(fivcn]pei^ oikov^.

/j.(ip\fra) a av t6^oi<;, o) y,i]vo<;

K)}pv^, opvidoiv yap.(f»]\aU

IG17 la^vv viKUiv.

oBe irpof; dvfie\a<: aWo<? epiaaei

KVKvo<i- ovK dWa
<^nivLKo<^ai) TTuda Kiuija-ei^ ;

ovO^v a a <f)upp.iy^ a ^^oiiSov

avfj,fj.o\7ro^ Tu^cov pvaair dv
Trdpaye irrepvyaii,

\ifii>a<; eVtySa to? \ifKidho^'

a!p.a^€i<i, €1 1X1] TTeicrei,

T«v KaWi<p6oyyoV'i oJ^a?.

171) ea ew
TL<; 08' 6pvid(ov Kaivh'i Trpoai^a ;

pon> VTTO 6piyK0V<i €vi'aia<;

Kap<pi]pd<; dt]cru)v TeKV0L<i ;

16
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FriMii tlif |)itch<Ts ol'f^nKl sIiaII I min
riir (lr<i|is fruiu the l>rea.st uiiraiiiiig

Of the ciirth that s|>rin{;

NVhiTi- the f»>amlK-ll-riiij,'

Hoiiiitl LVstaly's fount ^iK-th i>4iihi)|(.

It rains, it rains from n>_v finjii-rs fust,

IVoni the hamls of tljr un<lcfiK-cl widc-casL 150

() that to I'hoi-bus for i-vrr so

I niijflit riMuIrr scrvicr, nor rrspitc kiu»w,

Except unto happier lot I go !

Flightt of hird$ are teen approaching.

1 III thrrr, ho tliere I

Kven now are they riiK-kinj», the fowl ..| thr nir,

On Parnassus forsaking each erag-hung lair

loiich not, I wanj yc, the temple's eoping.

Nor the roofs witli the glistering gohl slant -shipiiig.

I la, my bow shall o'ertake thee again from afar,

/•us' heralil, w hosr talons \ ietorious war
On the birds that stronge.st are. IGu

Ix», yonder the pinion-oars etune rowing
Of another, a swan, to the altar: -away !

Sp<-etl hence thy feet in the dawn rose-glowing;

KIse I'hoebus's lyre, that aeeonleth its lay

To thy notes, from death shall redeem not thee.

\N'afl onward thy wings of snow :

Light down on the Delian mere oversea,

Lest the bliKxl-rush choke, if thou do not so.

Thy sweet throats mel<Kly.

Ma, what new fowl cometh hitherward winging i:>i

L'nder our coping fain would he build

A nest for his young from the slubblc-fuld ?

'7
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ION

yjra\/j.Oi a eip^ovaiv to^cov.

ov ireKTei ; ^wpcoj/ hi,va<i

Ta? ^W(f)ecou iraiBovpyei

7] vd7ro<;"lcrd/J,ioi>,

0)9 uvad>jfJ.aTa fir] ^XuTTTtjTat

vaol 6^ 01 ^oi^ov.

KTeiveiv S' vfiai; alSovfiai

ISO Tov<; 6ewv dyyeWovTa^; (Pi'ipxi<;

Oi'ajot<;- oi(i S' ejKeifiai fiu\doi<i,

^l>oil3(p SovXevao), kov Xi/^o)

T0U9 (36crKovra<i OepaTreixov.

XOP02 a'

OVK eV Tai9 ^a6eai<; ^A6d- <TTp.

vat<; evKiov€<; rjcrav aii-

Xai decov [xovov, ovS' dyuc-

uTiBe^ depairelat'

dXXci Kal TTapd Ao^ia
TOO Aaroi)? BiSv^cov Trpoaui-

ircov KaXXi^X€<f>apov <f)a><;.

XOP02 $'

190 ISov TdvB\ dOp-qaov,

Aepvalov vhpav ivaipei

')(pi>o-iai<i apiraif: 6 Aio? 7rat«f

^lXu, irpoaih' oaaoi^.

X0P02 a

adpo). Kal 7reXa<? dXXo<; av- uvT,
rov iravou 7rvpL(f>XeKTOP at-

pet Ti^' ap' 09 €/j.atai p,v-

Oeverai irapa in'jvaLt
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TON

It shall hold thee aloof, inv bow"s fierce sins^iiij; I

W ilt ihiiu heeil not r Awav. let thv lMIr^lillg^ hide
Wlurr thr swirls of Alpheius coil and slide.

Or mid Isthmian ^^Iciis and f^roves,

That the otfcrin^s undcfdcd niav abide,

And the temples that IMiuebus loves.

Loth were 1 to slaughter such as ve,

\V hith bear unto mortals the aupiirv 180

Of the (mkIs : but a burden is laid U|K>n me :

I am Pha-bus' thrall, and I will not refrain

Mv service to them that mv life sustain.

Kntcr ciioiiis of Crntsa s llandmaitls. They tmnc to

right and Irlh (iJittirinf the sculptures on the trails

of the temple. Memhers of ( hortu chnnl in

turn :—
( noKi s 1

Not in Athens alone then, tiie citv divine,
O^''-)

Stand courts of the (iods, with line on line

Of stalely columns; nor service is thine

There only, O Iligl>way-l<ing.

Lo here, how in I^ixias' holv place

The son of I^itona hath sph-ndour and grace

Ufa twofold-gleaming temple-face.

CHORL'S 2

Ah, look thou, iK'hold this thing

—

IW
How with g(»lden scimitar Zeus' Son here

Slayeth the hydra of L4.-rna's mere :

Dear, one glaiicc hithcrward Hing

!

CMonis 1

I see it :—and lo, where another anigh (.•/«/.)

Is uplifting a flame-wrapped torch on high !

Who is it wln)? On my broidery

Is the hero's story told ?

«9
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IfiN

acnricna^ 'loXao?, 09

KOii'ovi alpofievo^ irovovi

200 Ai,(p Tratbi a-vvavrXel

;

XOPO2 7'

Koi fiav TorS' ddprjcrov

TrrepovvTO^ €(peSpov Yttttov

rav TTvp TTveovaav ivaipei

TpKrcofxarop ciXkuv.

X0P02 a'

iraina rot ^Xe^papop 81(0-

K(o. aKeyJrai kKovov eV ret^^e-

CL XalvoiaL Vijuptcov.

X0P02 5'

wSe hepK6ped\ Si <f)i\ai,'f

X0P05 ('

Xeuaaei^ ovp eV ''^L'yKeXdh^

210 yopycoTTOP iraXXovcrap ctvp ;

X0P02 r'

Xevaao) JlaXXdB\ ifxap deov,

X0P02 C
TL yup, Kepavrop

ciiJ.(pL7rupop 6^pip,op ii' A (09

€Ki}^6Xoicn ')(^epaip ;

XOP02 1}'

OpCO, TOP BdlOP

^'li/uLapTa TTvpl KaraidaXoc.

X0P05 e'

Kal B/3o/xto9 dXXop uTroXepoicri,

KiacTLPOiai /SilKTpOl'i

evaipei Vd<i reKPCop 6 Ba/c;^6u?.



ION

Is it not Inlaiis, the warrior there.

Who had part in tlie drtad emprise, and a share

In the burdens that Zeus's scion bare ?

cnont's .3

Lo, lo, tliis other l)ehf)ld

Who rideth a winged horse. (K-alinii death

To a dragon that voniiteth firry brt atli,

A monster of shape threefold.

CHOIllS 1

yea, mine eyes turn swiftly on .ill ....
But O, sec there on the niarbh- wall

The battle-rout of the ;;iant horde !

cnonrs 4

Yea, friends, we he p.izing thitherward.

rnoRrs 5

Dost mark who tlicre on the stricken field

O'er F.nceladus waveth her Ciorgon-^Iii<l<l -

ciionis 6

Pallas, my Goddess !— 1 sec her stand I

CHORl'S 7

Lo, lo, where the bolt flame flashing

Gleameth in Zeus' far-lunling hand
In resistless rush down-cra'^hitig.

CHORUS 8

1 see :—upon Mimas his foe is the brand
With its blasting wildfire da.sliiiig.

CJioius 9

And the earth-born there— no b.attlc-w.nid

Is the ivv-encircled thvrsus-rod

That sl.iys liini, of Broniius, Reveller-god.
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ION

X0P02 «'

o"€ roi rov irapa vaov av-
220 8(1)' Oefii<; yudXcop virep-

^i]vat X€VKU> TToBl ^rjXov ;
^

inN
ov 6efii<;, 0) ^evai.

X0P02 ta

ovS' civ €K aeOev av TrvdoL/nav avSdv ;

Tiva T)]vhe 6eXei<; ;

X0P05 la'

ap 6vT0)<i fjLeaov 6p.<^aXov

ydf; ^ol/3ov Kure-^ei 86fio<; ;

arefifxacTL y evhvrov, u/j.(f>\ 8e yopyove'i,

XOP02 ij8'

ovTQ) Kal <^«T<9 avhd.

inN

el ixev iOvcraTe ireXavov irpb Bofiojv

Kai Ti TTvOiaOai )(^pi]^€Te 't>oL/3ov,

TTupiT €l<; dvfieXa<i, eVi S' dat^uKTOifi

fj,ijXoi0-t 8o/.i(t)P p.7] TTupir ei? fiv^ur.

X0P02 17'

230 e^fo /jiaOovcra'

Oeov 8e vofxov ov TTfipa^aivo/iev

a S' €kt6<;, OfXfMa repyjrei.

IHN
irdvTa 6edad\ ti Kal 6ifii<;, ofifiacri.

^ Hermann : for noSl y of MSS.
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ION

CHORis 10 (addressing ion)

Sir,—thou by the fane,— I wouhl speak unto thee:
Prithee sav, if with bare feet lawful it is 220

That the tlircshdid we pass of the sanetuary.

ION

Nay, strangers, forfendcd is this.

cMoms 1 I

Yet haply a thing I wouhl K-arn wouhlst tlu)u ^hllw?

ION

What is this that thou cravest to know ?

rinjHis 1

1

Is it so, that tl>c walls of Phoebus rise

Kven there, where Rirths mid-navel lies?

ION

Yea: and with wreaths is it hunfj, and watthed by

the Gor/jon-eycs.

CllolllS 12

Av, rumour hath published it so.

loN

It a eakc ve have cast on the forecourt's altar-fire,

And if there be aught that of Phoebus ye fain would
irupiire.

Draw nigh t<» the altar-steps : into the inner fane

Pass none, but with bloodshed of sheep for the

saerifiee slain.

CMOHUS 1.1

.\ll this understand I arisrht

:

230
Wc would trespass on naught bv the Clod's law

hidden :

Enough is without for our feast of sight.

ION

Let vour eyes ga/e on upon all unforbidden.

'$



ION

X0P02 (5'

fi€0€t(Tav ZeaiTorai

fxe Oeoii yua\a rah'' elcrihelv.

inN

hfiwai he TLVCov KX^^eaOe B6/j,(ov ;

X0P02 («'

IlaX\aSo9 evoiKa Tp6<f)ifia fieXaOpa

TWV ijXOiV TVpdvvwi''

Trapov(Ta<; 8'
d/jL(f)l rdaS' ipoira^.

inN

'y€i'i'ai6TT]<; croi, Kal TpoTTCOi' TCKfiijpiov

TO (T\>]iJL ex^i^ t6B\ yTi(; el ttot, m "yvvai.

yi'oh] 5' dp ft)? Ta TToWd 7 dvOpMirov Trepi

240 TO ay^fjfi IScov ri<; ei, 7r€<f)VKev evyevi]^.

ea'

«XX' e^iir\i)^d<; p,\ ofifia (TvyKK-rjcraaa aov

haKpvoi<^ 6' vypdvatT^ evyevi) Traprjiha,

ft)? eihe<i dyvd Ao^iov -ypija-Tijpta.

TL TTore fxepiixini^ ew toS' if\P€<;, co yui'ai ;

ov 7rdi'T€<i uWoi yvaXa \ev(T(TOi'Te<; ^eou

•^aipovcriv, imaud^ o/xfMa aov BaKpvppoel

;

KPEOT2A
ft» fe/'e, TO fiev crov ovk diraihevrux; e;^ei

etV Oavpar eXOeli' haKpucov i/ncov irepi'

iyco 8' iBovcra rovcrh^ 'AttoWwz^o? hopov^
250 pjn'ipyp' iraXaidv di'€p.€Tpi]crdprji> rivd-

OiKOL 8e Toz' I'ovv ea-^^^ov eiddb' ovad irep.

ft) T\i]pove<; yvvaiK€<i- o) ro\p,t'jp,aTa

deoiv. Tt Zrjra ; ttoi BiKijv dvoiaopev,

ei TMV Kparovvrwv dSt/ciaii; 6\ovp,ed(i ;

Tt XP^It^ dv€pfii]V€VTa Bva-dvfiel, yvpai ;
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ION

cHORrs 14

Our lady had jfivcn us leave,—" L'pon all

These shrines," hath she said, '• niav vc ^nzr."

ION

And the servants ye name you of what lord's hall ?

moms If)

In Pnllas's dwellinjf-place

Is the mansion of princes that nurtured me ;
—

But of whom thou incjuirest, lo, here is she.

Enter vnr.\s\,

ION

lli^h l)irlh is thine, and carriape consonant
I licrrto, () lady, whoM»e'fr thou l»c.

^ i-a, ill a man ofttimcs may one tlisceni.

M.irkin^j his l>earinp, strain of gentle I»1(kk1. 210
Ma. thi>u dost move mc strangely I— down-dropt

eyes.

And noble cheeks all wet with rain of t«ars,

\t sight of I/)xias" pure <»racle I

I litw cam'st thou, lady, lu-ath such h»ad «if care ?

Where all beside, beholding the CIikI's shrines,

Urjuice, a fiiuntain is thine eve of tears.

.Stranger, 1 count it not discourtesy

That thou shouldst marvel touching these mv tears.

Milt, looking on A|>ollo's dwelling-place,

I traversed o'er an ancient mcmorv's track : 2.V)

Afar my thoughts were, and my Ixnly here.

Ah, wrongs of women I—wrongful-reckless deeds
» )f (mkIs I For justice where sliall we niake suit.

If 'tis our Ixinls' injustice crush<-s us ?

ION

I.idy. for what veiled grief art thou cast down*
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ION

KPE0T2A
ovSiv fiedrjKa ro^a' Tdirl r&Be Bk

iyco T6 aiyoi Kat av fir] (ppovTi^ en,

IHN

Tt9 5' el ; voOev <yfj<; );\^e? ; eV irolov 7raTpo<;

7re(f)UKa<; ; ovofia rl ae xaXeiv rj/jid<; ^pecov ;

KPEOT2A
Kpe'oucra fxev not Toui'Ofi, e< 8' ^Kp€^0€(o<;

'Trt(f>VKa, Trarpt? yi) S' ^Adrjvaicov 7r6\t9.

inN

0) kXch'ov otKova darv yevvaicov r otto

Tpa(f)€iaa Trarepo)!', w? ae dav/j.d^(o, yvvai.

KPEOT5A
Tocraina KevTV^oO/xev, w ^e'y', ov irepa.

inN

7r/)09 ^ewj^ aKri6(i)<i, el)? fiefivOevrai /9/30TOt9,

KPEOT2A
Tt XPVH'^ epcordf;, w ^eV; eKfiaOelv OiXw.

inN
€« 7>}«> 7rarpo<; crou 7rp6yovo<; ejSXaarev irari'jp ;

KPEOT2A
^Kpi^Oovio^ ye- to Be yevo<; fi ovk axfjeXel.

ir.N

1} Kai (T(pi' WOdva yfjOev e^ai'eiXeTO ;

KPEOT2A
619 TvapOevov^ ye xeipw;, ov reKovad viv.

inN

BiBcoai 8', cocnrep ev ypacpfj vo/jii^eTai ;

KPEOT2A
Ke/cpoTTo? ye crco^etv iraKTiv ovk opcofxevov.

ir.N

i'jKouaa Xvaat irapdevov^ revxo'i Oed^.

96



ION

CRCrSA

N'aught : I have sped my shaft : as touching tliis,

Nutliiiij; I Siiy, nor thou cunjccturc aught.

ION

Who art thou? What thv countrv ? Of what <:rc

\\ crt lM)rn ? What name is inrt-t wc name tluc by ?

« HKI >A

Cmisa 1, of Kin^ Krcclitht-us Ixirn : 260

The Athenians' city is my fatherland.

ION

O dweller in a glorit)us burg, and sprung
Of noble sires !—blest 1 account thee, ladv.

« HKISA

i bus far, nor farther, stranger, goes inv weal.

ION

Ah, is it true, the legend told to men

—

CRKISA
W hat wouldst tijou, stranger, ask? I fain would learn.

IO\

I'lial from the earth thy father's grandsirc sprang?

rniu sA

Via, I'.riehthonius : — nic his birtli avails not,

|o\

And <lid Athena take him forth the e.irth ?

( IlKfSA

Vea, iti her maiden arms : no motlier she. 270

ION

An<l gave it, a<> the pictured legend tells

—

ciiErsA

I'o Cecrops' daughters to be nursed unseen.

io\

The maids unsealed, I heard, .\thena's ark.
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inN

KPE0T2A
roiyap davovaai aKoireXov jjfia^av Trer/^a?.

inN

Ti Bal ToS'/ ap" a\T)9€<; fj fidrrjv X0709 ;

KPE0T2A
Tt XP^IH'^ e'/Jwra? ; Kal yap ov Ka^voa a^oXfj.

inN

TTUTijp 'E/je^j^^eu? era? eOvae cvyyovovi ;

KPEOT2A
eVX?; Trpo yaia^; acfx'iyia irapdevov^ Kraveiv.

ail B' €^€(TQ)Or]<; TTWs" Kaaiyv)']T(ov fiovq ;

KPEOT2A

^pe(f)o<; veoyvov p.7)Tpo<; tjv ev dyKaXai^.

inN

irarepa S' a\'t]0(o<i 'x^dcrfj.a crov KpinrTei xdov6<i ;

KPEOT2A

TrXrjyat Tpiaivrjs ttovtiov (T(f> dirwXecrav.

inN

"S^aKpal Se ')(a)p6'i eVr' ixei k€kXi]/j.€VO<; ;

KPEOT2A
Tt S' laTopei'; to6'; w? fx dvep.vrjau'^ tivo^.

T/yLta cr^e TlvOto<; darpaTrai re ITi^^m/ ;

KPEOT2A
Tlfia— Tt T//ia ;

^ p.iJTror o)(f)€X6v cr(f>^ ISeh'.

Ti Se ; arvyel^ au rov Oeov to. (piXrara ;

* Hermann : for MSS. rifi^ ti)u$.
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ION

CRKLSA

Then liurk-d themsclvfs down bliKMl-sprciit fliffs to

death.

ION

Ah, so !

And this—true is it, or an idU- talc .'

—

CHCU'SA

\N hat wouldst thou ask ? My leisure scrvrtli me.

lox

I'hy sisters did thy sire Krerhtlicus slay }

( iu:i SA

lie riidurrd to sacrifice them for his land.

ION

I Ions wast thou only ot tiiv sistrrk saved .'

« Hl.l>\

A ImIm- new-lxtrn in mother's anus w.ls I. S90

loN

And did earth vawninj; verdy hide lli\ irr *

CKEISA

The Sen-go<l"s trident smote him aiul destr«>ye<K

ION

The I't)!!^ Cliffs is a place so iianied therein ?

CIIKCSA

Why dost ask this?- thou wak'st a nieniurv.

ION

IMioehus with Pythian li^htiiin|rs honours them.

CUELSA
I lonours them, (jutjtha I O to have seen them never !

|o\

What?— halcat thou the Ciod's haunt well-beloved.*

29



inN

KPEOT2A
ovBev ^vvoiS' avrpoKTiv al<T-)(yvr)v Tivd.

inN

7r6ai<i Be T19 o"' eytj/x ^ABrjvalwv, 'yvvai

;

KPEOT2A
ovK dcTTO'i, «\X' iiraKTOf; e^ oXXj/s^ )(^9ovo<;,

IHN

TK ; evyevt] viv Bel irecpvKevai Tivd,

KPEOT2A
HoL'^09, 7r€<f>VK(i)<; AloXov Ato? t' otto.

inN

Ka\ TTMf ^t'z'09 cr' wi' €cr)(€i' ovaav eyyevtj ;

KPE0T2A

inN

0/30/? vypolaiv, a>9 Xiyova, copKr/xevrj.

KPEOT2A •

Tavr^jv errepcre K€Kpo7rLBat<i KOivtp BopC.

i7rLKOvpo<; iXdcov ; Kara aov yafiei Xrj^o? ;

KPEOT2A

(f)€pvu<; ye irokefiov xal Bop6<; Xa^oov yepa<;.

IflN

(Tvv avBpl B i)K€t<; ij fiovrj ')^t}<tt t'jpta ;

KPEOT5A
(TVV nvBpi. (T7]KoU B' evaTpe<f)€i Tpoijxopiov.

inN
TTorepa Oeari]^ ?; X'^P''^ puvrevpLuTcov ;

KPEOT2A
Keivov re ^olfSov 0' ev deXcov fxaOelv eiro^.

inN
KapiTov B' virep yPj'i rjKer, rj TraiBuiV rrepi ;
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ION

Naujjlit.— I and that cavr know a deed of slianjc.

And what Athi-nian, lady, is thv lord }

CRKl'SA

No citizrii. An outland alien. SQO

loN

Who?—s<K>th, of princely lurth must he hn\e l>een.

CHKtltA

Xuthus, the seed of Aeolus and Zeus.

ION

lliiw n>i>;ht an alien win thee, iiative-lx»m ?

( KRlHA
A neighlM>ur state, Kubnea, Athens hath ;

—

ION

Sundrrt-d by wntt-ry marehes. as tin \ trll.

CREt's \

riii> smote he, spear-allv of («< ri.ji-~ mmis.

lo\

Tlirir wiir-aid?— and thereaftrr won tliine hand?

I li>. (low IT of battle, guerdon of his S|H-«r.

ION

\\ itli thy lord eoni'st thou hither, or alone?

tllKlSA

\\ ith him. He lingereth at Trt>|«honiu&' cave. SO..

loN

To gaze thereon, or for an oratU- ?

tHKlSA

One thinp of him and Phoebus would lie Irani.

ION

Fur increase of the land, or sons, come ye f
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KPEOT2A
aTTatSe? iafiev, xpovc exovT evvtj/jiaTa.

ovB tT€fC€<; ovSev ttwttot , aXX" cit€kvo<; el ;

KPEOT5A
<I>ot/3o9 olSe ri)v e/xijv aiTaihiav.

inN

w r\i]/j.ov, o)? TiiW evTvxova ovk €VTV)(€l<i.

KPEOT2A
(TV 8' €1 Ti? ; W9 (Tov rfjv T€Kovcrav oiK^iaa.

inN

TOV deov KaXovfiai Sov\o<; e:/j.L t\ m yvvai.

KPE0T2A
310 aii(Wt]/j.a TToXfCt)?, ?; tipo^ irpaOei^; viro ;

inN

ov/c olSa 7r\i)v ev Xo^lov KeKXtj/xeOa.

KPEOT2A

t'jfieU <y ap avOi^, at ^€v\ avroiK-eipofiev.

inN

0)9 /X»/ eiSoO i]Tl<i fl tT€K€V €^ OTOV T €(f)VV.

KPEOT2A
vaolai h oiKei'i roiaih' i] Kara crreya'; ;

IHN

uTTav deov poi Scop, , 'iv av \a/3r) p! vttvo^.

KPE0T2A
7ral<; B' o)v Af^iKov vaov yj veavia^ ;

^pe<f>0'i Xeyovaiv oi 8oKoivT€<; elBevai.

KPEOY2A
Kal Tt9 ydXaKTc a i^eOpeyfre AeXcptBcop ;

inN

ovirwiroT eyvcov pxiarov /)
6' edpeyjri p£—
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ION

CnFA'H

Childless we are, who have Ik-cm wedded long.

ION

Never hu'.t tlmu l)onie issue, Iwrren nil ?

riioebus doth know what childlev;ness is nunc.

ION

Mlcbt in all else, sad heart, unblest in this !

t Hi:i!«A

And M lit> url tlmu? Jilessed the womb that hare thee I

ION

I>.'i(ly, the God's thrall I am called, and am.

< M»;t »A

Some city's offering ?—or in slave-mart sold ? 310

loN

I know but this —I am called Ixixias' thrall.

1 i(i:i HA

I iIhii in turn, O str-anj^er, pity thee.

loN

\s one that never sire nor mother knew.

< Hi:iSA

Dwtlkst thou in this temple, or a liouse ?

ION

liie CiOil's \%ide halls be mine wlu-n I would sleep.

CKlIt !i\

A child, or stripling, cain'st tlu)U to the fane?

ION

A babe was I, sav they who l>est shoultl know.

< UCtSA

And who of Delphi's daughters gave thee suck ?

ION

Never 1 knew the breast. Mine only nurse—
33
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ION

KPE0T2A
320 Ti?, w raXuLTTuip ; C09 voaova rjvpov vocov^.

^ol/3ov 7rpo(f))jji<;, fiijrip' &)? vofit^ofiev.

KPEOT2A

^(O/lOL fl €<f)€p^OV OVTTICOU T del ^€V0^.

KPEOT2A
ToKaivd a 1) Tefcovcra' Tt'^ ttot yv dpa ;

aBi,/CT}fid rov yvvaiKb<i iy€v6fi7]v lao}<i.

KPE0T2A

€^€1^ 2f ^ioTov ; eu 'yap ijaKijaai TreVXoi?.

Tor^ Tou 6eov KoafiovpeS*, u> SovXevofiev.

KPE0T2A
ovS' r]^a<i fi? epevvav i^evpetv yoi'd<;

;

icis

e^co yap ovB^f, w yvi'at, TeKfj,t']piop.

KPE0T2A

330 TreTTOi'Oe ri<; af] firjTpl raur dWrj ywq.
ir.N

Tt? ; et TTuvov p.01 ^uWd/Soi, '^aipoifiev dv.

KPEOT2A

7)9 e'lveK ijXdov Bevpo irpiv iroaiv p.oXeii'.

inN

TTolov TL -^pp^ovcr^ ; o)? vTrovpyija-Ci), yvvai.

KPEOT2A
fidvTev/ia KpvTTTov Eeofiivtj ^oi^ov fiaOelv.
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ION

CnKUSA

Wlin, cliilil of sorrow ? I find my wound in tliino I 3J0

ION

NN'.is Phoebus* priestess : her I count my nuitlier.

cnv.vsA

How niirliired Iiast thou come to man's estate?

ION
'1 he ultars fed ine : each cljance stranger gave.

( HF.LS\

Woi- is thy nmther I AIj, and who was slie ?

ION

1 am record Imply of a woman's wrong.

riiKUSA

Anil hait thou wealth?— for rich is thine attire.

ION

02 Him is mine adorning, whom I .srrvc.

niKisA

Bui on thy birth's track hast thou never pressed?

ION

All, l;i<ly, clue hereunto have I none.

CHEIVJA

(.SV^»//jr.) 'riicre's one was even as thy mother
wronged. 3.10

loN

Who?—would she share my bunlen, glad were I.

CHKUSA

For her sake came I, while delays my lord.

io\

.\iid what thy quest? 1-idy, mine help is thine.

CnEL'SA

Craving a secret oracle of I'hoebus.
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KiN

IHN

\eyoi<i av i]/jLec<; rciWa Trpo^ev^ao/xev.

KPEOT5A
uKove Srj Tuv fjLvdov a\X' alSovfieda.

inN

ov rapa 7rpd^ei<i ovBev apyb<; i) Oeo^.

KPEOT2A
^OL^Q) fiiyfjvai ^rjdi Ti<i (^iXcav e/toii/,

IHN
^oi^(p yvui) yeycoaa ; p.?) \ey, o) ^evi).

KPEOT2A
340 Ka\ TTalhd y eVe/ie rui Oew \ddpa 7rarp6<i.

ovK ecTTiv (ivSpoii dBiKLap ala)(^vverai.

KPEOT2A
OV (f)t]aiv avji'y Kal ireTTOvOev dOXta.

Tt ')(prip.a hpdaaa, el 6e^ avue^vyt]

;

KPEOT5A
rov TralB^ ov ereKev i^edt]Ke Seopdrcov.

IflN

S' eKTeOei<; 7rai<; ttov ^ariv; elcropa (^do<i

;

KPEOT2A
OVK olhev ovhei<;. ravTU Kai pavTivopai,

iriN

el S' ovKer ecnc, rlvi rpoiro) 8i€(f)ddprj

;

KPEOT2A
Oripa<i a(f>€ rov Bv<7Tt]voi> eXTTi'^et Kravelv.

inN
TTOto) roB)' t7i'<u yfioipevy] reKpi^picp;
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ION

ION

Sptak it : nivRcll will iiiulertake for thcc.

( HKl'SA

Hf.ir thru thf story: — l)iit ashamed .ini I.

ION

Shame shall nut hilp lliy strait,—a deedlcss CitKldess!

rREUS

A

Slie s.iith—my friend—that Phoebus humhlt-d lur.

ION

IMim I)iis ! a wdinan I Stranjjer, sny not so.

« Hf.rxA

She bare the (mkIs child, and h»r sire knew naught. .Tl'l

ION

Never! a man's erimc this, and h^r^ tlic sli.iinr.

CRCC8A

No I— herself Siiith. She liath 'utlt rrd j;ri<ts !>« s-dr.

ION

.Siifft-rcd ? for what '-in u rouglit - this bride «»f

heaven .*

The sun she bare she cast forth from her lialls.

I<»N

N\ here is her cast-out child? Doth he sec light.*

til ELS A

Nonr knows. For this I seek the oracle.

ION

Hut, if he be no more, how |>crishcd he?

CREfSA

NN'ild lu-asts, she troweth, slew the hapless l)al>c.

ION

And by what token knew she this had been ?
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ItlS

KPE0T2A
3o0 eXuova iv avTov e^eui^a , oi/p^ rjvp eri.

IflN

7/1' 8e <TTa\ayfio<; iv ari^cp rt? alfJLaTO<i

!

KPE0T2A
01/ <f)y](Tf Kuirot ttoXA,' iTrearpacb)] irehov.

XPoi'O'i Se T('9 Tft) TratSt ZiaTreirpayixevw

;

KPEOT2A
crot ravTov V/S?;?, elVep 7)1', el;^' a/' /xerpov.

IP.N

ovKovv er aWoi' varepov TLKTei youou ;

KPE0T2A
a8t«et rif 6 ^eo9* ou TCKOvaa 5' a^Xt'a.

inN

Tt 6', et XilOpa I'lv ^oll3o<; ixTpecjiei Xa^otv

;

KPE0T2A
Ta KOiva )(^aLpu)v ou Blkuiu Spa fiovo^.

ir.N

ol'por 7rpo(Tfp86<i )) TL/;^>; TU)fj.(p irdOei.

KPE0T2A
360 /ral a\ a» ^eV, o7p.ai /xijrep' aOXiav TToOelv.

iriN

Afal yu/; 7' eV' oIktov /x' e^ay ov ^eXrjafieda.

KPE0r2A
(TL'yoy Trepaive S' wz' o"' aiuaTopo) jrepi.

olcr^' oi^i/ KcifU'ei tov \6you paXiard croi ;

KPE0T2A
Tt 8' ot'/c eKelvT) rfi Ta\anro)prp loael

;

inN

7rw9 6 ^eo9 o Xadelv ^ovXerai fiavTCvcreTai ;
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ION

CnEfSA

She came where she liad left him, and found not. 350

ION

And blood-goiits—were tliere any nn the track ?

CIIEL'SA

Niy, s^iith she : yet she traversed oft the ground.

ION

I low lon<5 the time since this chihl's taking-ufT?

CIIKLSA

Living, he had liad the measure of thy years.

ION

And hath she borne no offspring after this?

rriEfSA

Still the God wrongs her: childless grief is h«rs.

ION

\Nliat if in secret Phoebus fostereth Iiiin ?

CItEUSA

I'lijust!—alone to enjoy what he should share.

ION

All me ! her heart-strings are attuned to mine !

CREt'SA

lor thee yearns some sad mother too, I wccn. SCO

ION

All, wake not thou mine half-forgotten grief.

CREISA

I am dumb : w hereof I qucsti<»n thee, say on.

ION

Seest thou where lie:; the weakness of thy plea?

CHEUSA

Ah, hapless one, wherein is she not weak !

ION

How should the God reveal that he would hide?
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ION

KPEOT2A
eiirep Kadi^ei Tpiiroha koivou 'EWaSo?.

mx
al(T-)(yveTaL to Trpdy/xa' fiij '^e'X€7;^e viv.

KPE0T2A
d\yvv€TaL Be y rj iraOouaa ttj tvxV'

ovK eariv oaris aoi 7rpo(f)}]T€va€i TaSe.

370 €v Tot9 lyap avTOv Bcopaaiv Ara/co'? (f)ave\<i

<t>ot/3o9 SiKaL(o<; 70V OepiaTevovTu aoi

Bpdaeiev av ri 7r/)/i,'* iiTraWdaaov , yvvai'

TM yap dew rdvavTi ou pavreureov.

et? yap roaouTOV dpa6ia<; eXdoipev av,

€1 Tou? deoix; uKOVTas eKTrovijaopev

(ppd^etv a pi] OeKovaiv y 7rpo^(i)pioi<i

a(f)ayai(Ti pi'jXcov ij Bi oIwvmv 7rT€poi<;.

av yap ^ta airevBwpev cikovtcov Oeow,

dvovrjTa ^ KeKTtjp^crOa rdya.d\ w yvvai'

380 a 8' av BiB^io eK6vTe<i, ux^eXovpeda.

X0P02
rroWai ye ttoXXo?? elcrt, avp(bopal ^poTwv,

pop(f)al Be Bta(f}€povatv. ev B av evTV>(^e<;

p6\i<i TTOT e^evpoi T/9 dvdpojiroiv ^i(p.

KPEOrSA
w <J>o?/8e, KciKel KavdciB' ov Bi.f(aio<; et

619 Trjv aTTovaav, *]<; irdpeiacv ol \6yoi.

(TV S' ovr eao}cra<i jov aov ov achaal a e^prjv,

ovd' KTTopovcrri prjTpi pdvTi<; o)v epel'i,

0)9 et pev ouKCT ecrriv, oyKcodf] rd^w,
el 5' eajtv, eXdr) p.r)rp6<i ei9 oyfriv irore.

Stephens : for MSS. iKoirra.
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ION

CKKUSA

How not ?— his is the nation's oracle.

ION

His shame the deed is. Question not of him.

( HKl>A
() vea, the snlTirer in h<r lot mav pine I

n»N

There's none will ask the (><k1 of this for thee.

Tor, in his own halls were he villain provrd, 370

\'enf;tanee on him who brought thee that response

NN'ould I'hoebus justly wreak. Ah lady, ftt :

\\f must nut seek his shrine to tlout the (><k1.

For lo, what lui/^ht of folly should we rcat h

If in the (iinls' despitr wr wrest their will,

Hv wierifiee of sheep on altars, or

Hv Hij^ht of birds, to tell what thev would vril.

Could we of foree wring aught from (mkIs full loth,

Profitless blessings, lady, should we grasp ;

Mut what they give free-willed arc boons indeed. 380

CMOHIS

Strange chances many on many mortals fall,

•And manifold their fonus. Vc scarce shall find

One h.ippy lot in all the life of nien.

( HKLSA

(J IMiocbus, there and here unjust art thou

Unto the absent one whose plea is here.

Thou shouldst hare saved thine own, yet didst not

save ;

Nor heeds the Seer the mother's questioning,

That, if h«r babe live not, his tomb may rise.

Or, if he live, tiiat she may see his face.
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390 aW' ovv, edv yap XPh^ rdS', el Trpof tov 6eov
K(o\v6/ji.eaOa fit) fxaOdv a ^ov\o/xai.

uW , 0) ^iv , eiaopw yap evyevP] iroaiv

p,ov6ov TreXa? Brj TovSe, Ta9 Tpo(f)0)Viov

XiTTOi/Ta OaXdfia^, rov<i \e\eyfievov; \6yov<;

aiya Trpo? dvhpa, fii] tiv" alay^vvrfv \d/3(o

hiaKovovaa KpuTrrd, Kal Trpo/Sf] X6yo<i

^^X V^^P V/^f**? CL^fov i^eiXicraofiev.

TCI yap yvvaiKwv Sucr^ep*} 7rpo9 dpaeva<i,

Kav Tai<i KaKalcriv dyaOal fie/xiypLeuai,

400 /xi(Tov/jLe6'' ouTco Suarvx^l': Trecjivxafiev.

EOT0O2
irpwTOv fiev o Oeo'i tcov ifj.o)v Trpoa^deypidroyv

\aj3oiv dirapxcK; ^aipeVw, av r, w yvvai.

fioiv xpovto^ i\6(i)v a i^iirXr)^^ oppcoBia ;

KPE0T2A

ovBev y'' d(f>t,Kov S' et? p-epipivav. dWd /xoi

Xe^ov, Tt Oicnricrfi €k Tpocpcoviov (f)€pei';,

iralBwv OTTCO? vcpv avrepfxa avyK^padtjaerai,

;

HOT0O2
ovK i)^i(i)cre TOV Oeov 7rpoXafx0dveiv

fxavTevp,a6 . ev 8' ovv elTrev ovk diraiBd /j,€

7rp6<i oIkov rj^eiv ovSe tr' €K XPV^'^VP^^^'

KPE0T2A

410 w TTOTVUi ^oifiov fif]Ttp, el yap alaiw<i

eX6ot/j,ev, d re vwv avp^oXaia irpoadev rjv

i<i TraiSa tov crov, fieTairicrot ^eXTiova.

HOT0O2
ecTai TaS'" ciWa Tt? 7rpo(}>y]Tevet Oeov ;

' Rcisko : for MSS. aAA' iav xph
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ION

Yet must I let this hv, if by the God 390

I am barred from learning that which I desire.

Hut, straii;^cr,— for I sec my princely lord,

Xutlius, anigh us yonder, who hath left

Trophonius' erypt,— of tliis that we have said

Speak to my lord naught, lest I get me shame
For handling secrets, and the Laic fall out

Not after our unravelling thereof.

For wonmn's lot as touching men is hard ;

And, since the good are with the b.id ct)ntuscd,

Hated we are :— ill starred we arc from birth. 400

Enter xurnus.

XUTiitS

First, to the God the firstfruits of my greetings

:

All hail to him, and hail to thee, my wife.

Ilath my late-lingering thrilled thee with dismay?

CHEUSA

N.iy, 'lis but care that meets thee. 'Fell to mc
W iiat answer from 'Frophonius bringcst thou,

I low we shall have joint issue, thou and I ?

XUTHL'S

He took not on him to forestall the word
Of IMioebus. 'I'his he said—nor thou nor I

Childless shall wend home from the oracle.

CHELSA

(^uecn, Phoebus' mother, grant our home-return 410

I'rospcrous : all our dealings heretofore

Touching thy son, to happier issue fall

!

XUTHL'S

This shall be. Who is His interpreter?

43



IHN

J7/Ltet9 TO, 7' e^(o, twv ecrco S' aWoi<; fieket,

01 ifKricriov ddacrovai T/3t7ro6o9, w ^eve,

A€\(f)cop api(jri)<;, ou<; eKXi'jpcoaev 7rd\o^.

HOT0O2
Ka\w<i' ex'^ ^h TTU-vO^ oao)v ixp^^ofiev.

crreLXOifji av etVw Kal '^up, 0)9 670) kXvw,

420 Koivov irpo vaov' ^ou\ofiai 5' eV rjpApa

Tfjh\ alcria yap, Beov \a^elv /xavTevfiara.

(TV 8' up.(pl /3&)/iOU9, w yvvai, Sa(f)vy](})6pov<;

Xa^ouaa K\cbva<;, evTeKvov<^ ^^^ov Oeol^

'XP'>'lcrP'Ov^ p! €P€yK€tv €^ '\7r6\Xo)vo<; Bopcov.

KPE0T2A
ecTTai TaS', earai. Ao^ia<i b' eav OeXr)

vuv dWa Ta9 irpiv dvdXa^elv dpapria^,

dira^ pev ov yivoir dv et9 '>)pd<; <^i\o^,

oaov he xpff'^ti, ^609 ydp iari, Se^op,ac.

Tt TTore Xoyoiaiv 1) ^€vj] 77/009 top Oeov

430 KpvTTTOiaiv del XoiBopova alviaaerai,

TjToi <f>iXov(Td y ^9 irrreppavTeveTai,

rj Kal TL (Tiywa 0)v aioiirdadai ypectiv ;

drdp 6vyarpo<i Tfj<; ^V^pe^deoi^ ti poL

peXei ; jrpocTiJKei 7 ovSev. dXXa ^/5t'(Tea«9

irpoyoicriv eX6o)v etV diroppavTijpia

hpoaov Kadi)(T(o. vovderjjTeo^ 8e p,oi

^oi^o<i, ri irdaxei' irapOevovi ^la yapcov

rrrpoSlScoai, 7ralSa<; €KTeKvovp,€vo<; Xddpa
6vrjaK0VTa<; dpeXei. prj av y ' dXX eirei KpaTel<i,

440 0/36X09 hiwKe. Ka\ ydp oaTi<; dv ^poTcov

KaK6<; 7re(f)VKT], ^ijptoixnv 01 Oeoi,
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ION

ION

U'ithout, I ; otiiers for the things within,

Stran^iT, whirli nijjh unto the trijKxl sit,

Thf l)«.Ij)hi.in lords, in order of tluir lot.

xiTHi s

"lis well : now know I all I soii^rht to krio\r.

I will jviss in ; for, as I hear it toUl,

Ikfore the temple hath been slain for stranjjers

A general victim. I would fain this day — 430

This day fairomened— pain the (iod's resjxinse.

Thou to the hay crowned altars hear the Ixjughs,

Mv wife, and pray the finds that I may win
Promise of fair sons from Ajxillo's faiie.

( net SA

Vea, this shall he. [Exit XfTHl'a lo inner Templf.

If Ixjxias consent

Now at the last to atone for olden wrongs.

Not wholly will he show himself njy friend,

Yet, since he is Gn<l, whatever he grants I take.

[Exit.

ION

\\ liy iliith tliis stranger rail Ujxm the (iixl

In riddles of dark vivings evemioie ? 430

I'or love of her for whom she seeks the slirine ?

Or ke«|>ing hack a thing she must iKit speak ?

^ et with Krechtheus' ilaughter what have I

To do .' She is naught to me. Hut I will go
Into tl>e lavers, with the golden ewers
To |K)ur in water-dews. Yet must I plead

With Phoehus—what ails him? lie ravisheth

Maids, and forsakes ; begetteth babes bv stealth,

And heeds not, though they die. Do thou ntit so

Being strong, be righteous. For what man soe'er 440

Transgresselh, the (Jotls visit this on him.
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TTCO? ovv hiKaiov ~ov<; v6/j.ov<; vfxa<; /Sporoif

f/pdyp-avra^ avTOv<; avo/iifiv 6(f)\icrKdveiv ;

el 8'

—

ov yap earat, tm Xoyco Se ^pyjao/jtai—
St/fa? j3iaiu)v SwcreT uvdpco7rot<; yci/ieov,

crv Kol YloacLhwv Zei;? 6 o? ovpavov Kparel,

vaov<; rivovT€<; d8tKLa<; Kevd)creT6.

Ta9 r}8ova<; yap tj}? 7rpo/ir}6i,a<; rrdpo^

cr7r€v8ovTe<; dSiKeiT . ovkct dvOpcoTrovi Ka/cov^

450 \eyeiv hiKaiov, el ra tmv Oewv Ka\a
fiipovp.e6\ dWa tov<; SiSdaKOVTa<; TaSe.

X0P02

ere Tav ojBlvcov \o)(^idv crp.
dveCkeidviav, i/xdv

^AddvaV lK€T€VCO,

T\pop.i]9el Tnavi Xo)(€u-

Oetcrav kut uKpordTa^i

Kopv(f>d<; Aio9, w fidKaipa Ni'.va,

/xoXe YlvOiov oiKov,

'0\vjj.7rov ^puaecov OaXdfioov

460 TTTa/zfc'ra 7rp6<; dyvtd<;,

(l'>oi/37]io<; ev9a yd^

p.€aa6/j,(f)d\o<; earia

irapd ')(opeuo/Jiev(p TpLTroBi

pavTevpara /cpaivei,

av Kal Tratv d Aaroyei'i')<;,

hvo dea\ hvo irapOevot,

Kaaiyv)}rac crepvai rov 'i'ol^ov,

tKeTevcrare S\ m Kopai,

TO TToXaiov ^Epe^Oicof
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ION

How were it just then that ye should enact

For iiKii laws, ami yourselves work lawlessness?

For if— it could not be, yet put it so—
Ye sljould pay mulct to men for lawless lust,'

Thou, the Sta-kinp. and Zrus the I^ird of Heaven,

Paying for wrongs should make your temples void.

For, following pleasure |)ast all wisdom's bounds.

Ye work unrighteousness. Unjust it were

To call men vile, if we but imitate 450

What Gods deem good :—they arc vil»- who teach us

this.

'

[A'xi7.

CHonus

Mv (^ueen, at whose birth-tide was given
(•^'^'"O

Of the Lady of Travail-pang

No help, hear, Pallas, my prayer,

NN hom the crown of a (uxi's head Iwire

l\\ Prometheus the Tit;in riven

U'lu II th<- Daughter of Zeus forth sprang;

Come, Victory-queen, to the dwelling

Pythian, speeding thy «ing
From Olvmpus" chambers of gcjld

To the streets that the World's Heart liold. 4(X)

Where the bodings of Phoebus are told,--

Yea, brought t«) jviss in the telling,

—

At the trijMul that dances enring.

Draw nigh at mine invocation,

'I'hou and Artenn's, \'irg:iis twain,

Piioebus's sisters divine.

Join your intercessions with mine,

That Frechtheus' ancient line

' The fine for vioKnce to a virgin was, bj Solon's law?

thuusand drachnias.
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inN

470 yevo<; €in€Kvia<; ;3^/90wou KadapoL<i

/j.avT€Vfj.aai Kupcrai.

v7rep^aX\.ov(Ta<; yap e^ei avr.

OvaTOc<; evSaip.ovia'i

aKivrjTOV u(f)op/J.(iv,

reKVOiv ol<; tiv Kap7roTpu(f>ot

\(ip.7r(oaiv €v daXiip.oi's

TTurpLOiai vedviSei; i}l3ai,

BiaSeKTopa ttXovtov

480 er€poi,<i eVt tckvoi's.

aXKu. T€ yap iv KaKo2<i

avv T evTv^i^ai^ (piXov,

hopi re ya Trarpia (pepei

(Tco~7)piov a'lyXav}

ip.01 fiev ttXovtov t€ irapo'^

^acn\iKO)v 7 elev daXupiOiv

Tpo(f)al Ki'jSeiot KeSvtov ye reKvoiV.

70V airaiZa 8' airocnvyo)

^Lov, u> re hoKel -^eyoi'

490 /i€Ta he KTeuvoiv p,€Tpi(ov /SiOTaif

einraiBos e)(^oifiav.

(o T]avo<; 6aKi)puTa Ka\ iirtpZ,

irapauXiXovcra Trerpa

fiu^wSecri yiuKpal^;,

I'va )(^opov<i areilSovai iroBotu

^AypavXov Kopai rpiyovoL

ardSia ^Xoepa irpo ITaXAaSo?

' HcrwcrdcD : for MSS. aKKiv.
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ION

Througli tlie li;?l)t of a clear revelation 470
Fair otr^pring at last may attain.

'Tis a treasure wliosc seals are unhruken, (.J///.)

'Tis a joy that surpasseth the l<)t

Of the many, when stalwart and tall

Shines fair in a fatliers hall

The presence of sons, to lutokea
A line that shall perish not

;

Sons, that, when (hath hringeth severance,

Shall receive to pass on to their seed

The wealth that their sires' hanils hold : 4SU
Yea, hv these he our sorrows eons«»li-d,

And a joy within joy they enfold,

And their sp«-ar Masheth li^ht of deliverance

In the Inmr of the fatherland's need.

.Ml, far ahove golden treasure

Or than j)rineelv halls do I praise

Dear children to cherish —mine own I

Mine horror were life all lone :

Who loveth it. wit hath he none :

Hut give to me subsUmce in measure, 490
And children to hrighten my days '

O haunts of Pan's ahidin;;, (Eixxle)

O sentinel rock down-gazin<;

On the Lon<;-clifr caves dim-pjlimmerinjj.

Where, with shadowy feet in the dance soft-slidnij;,

Agraulus' dau;;htcrs three gi> jwicirjij

O'er the lawns by Athena's fane dew-shim-
mering
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IQN

vaoiv, (Tvpl'^/'yaiv

iiiT al6\a<i la)(a<;

500 Vfivcov, 6t ava\LOi<;

<JvpL^€i<;, w Udv,
TOicri <Jol<i iv dvTpoi<;,

'iva rcKovad rt?

irapOevo';, m fieXia, ^p€<l)o<i

^OL/Sfp, Trravol^ e^copiae doivav

drjpai T€ <f)oiiuav halra, irt/cpcov yd/.i(i)v

v^piv. OUT eVt KeoKLaiv ovre Xoyoi^

(fxiTiv aiov €VTV)(ia<; fierex^ecv

BeoOev rexva 6vaTol<i.

iriN

510 TTpoairoXoi 'yvi'alK€<;, at tcovB' dfKJ)! kpTj-rrlhwi

Boficov

Ovo^oKcov ^povpTjfi exovaat heaTrorrjV (f)v\u(TaeT€,

eKXeXoiTT ijSt) rov lepov rpiTroBa Kal ')(py](Tr}]piov

HoO^o?, /; /iifivei kut oIkov laTopcov diraihiav

;

XOP05

iv B6fioi<i ecT, S) ^ev' ovtto) Bco/m virep^a'ivei

ToSe.

a)<? 8' eV e^oBoiaiv ovTO<i TUPS' aKOvofiev ttuXwv

hovTTOV, i^iovTa T rjSrj SeaTrorijv opav irdpa.

EOT0O2

Si TeKvov, X°-^P
' V y^P "PXh '^ou \6yov Trp^Trouad

flOl.

inN

yaipopiev' crv 8' ev (^povei ye, /cat Bv" oi^t' €V

7rpd^0fi€v»

SO



ION

In nioonliplit, while upward floats

A weird strain rising and falling.

Wild witchcrv-waflinjj notes, r.00

O Pan, from thy pipes that are cilHii^

Out of thy sunless ;jrots I
*

Ah, a niaid-niothrr there most woe-forlorn

Cast Phoebus's ehild for a hancjuet pory

—

Bitter outrajTc's fruit!— l>v the hirds to be torn

And the beasts. Nor in woven web nor in story

Ever heard I of happiness blent with the glory

Of Gods' seed W()nian-lx)rn.

I.nlcr ION.

ION

Uower-maidcns, ye whieh keeping wateh the altar- .IIO

steps beside [forth abith-,

Of the ineense-eloud<-d fane, vuur master's eoming
Say, hath Xuthus left by this the holy tripo<I anil

the shrine, [ehildless line .'

Or within yet lingering asks he touching that long-

tiiours

In the temple is he, stranger, treads not yet the

threshold-stone.

List, a sound at yonder |)ortal through the j>orch-

way jvisseth one :

—

[for cye.s to see.

I.O, vhere now he eometh forth—our master, plain

I.ntcr XL'Tiii s ; allcmpls to embrace l<»x.

.\UTHU8

Joy to thee, son I— fitting prelude this is of my
speech to thee.

ION

Joy is mine : but thou, control thee ; then were twain

in happy case.

' The daught«raof Agraulua (cf. 11 22 24, 271-4) haunted
afler death tno scene of iheir suicide.
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ION

EOT0O2

So9 X^/JO? (PiXrjfid jxoi aP]<; aojjjLarof; r dfKpnr-

rv)(d<;.

inN

520 €v (fypoveU /xev ; y a e/xijve Oeov ti<;, to ^eve,

HOT0O2

aa)(f)pov(o, 7a (^iXTaO evpcov el (fjiXeiu €<pL€/j.ai.

inn

TTave' /A?) yjfavaa<; rd rov Oeov arefifiaTa 'pt}^i]<i

Xepi
EOT0O2

d-^op.ai' Kov pvaid^oi, rdfid S' evpiaKco <plXa.

inN

ovK uTTaXXd^ei, 7rp\v eUaco ro^a TrXevfiovtov Xa^ecv ;

EOT0O2

w'i 7t B)) (pevyei'i fie aavjov yvoypiaa^ rd (plXraTa ;

inN

ov (PiX(o (ppevovv ufiouaov^ kuI fiefirjvoTa^; ^evovt.

EOT0O2

KTetve Kol Tn/xirpr]' TraTpo'; ydp, f}v Krdvi]<i, eaei

(f)ovev<>.

inN

irov 8e poi irartjp av ; ravr ovv ov ytXco^; kXvciv

efxoi

;
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ION

XTTHl'S

Let me kiss thine hand, and let nic fold thy fnrni in

mine emhrace I

ION

Slraiiiffr, linst thy wits?— oris tliy mind distraught

by stroke of heaven ? 520

XUTHUS
Uisxht my wit is, if I long to kiss my best-beloved

regivcn.

ION

Hold— hands off!—the temple-garlands of Apollu rend
not thou I

XUTIIfS

Cla'^p tlue will I!—no man-stealer ; but I find tny

darling now.

ION {starling back, and fitting an arrnrr tit his fmtr).

Wilt not hencCj or ever thou rcfcivc mv shaft thv ribs

within ?

XUTHU9
NNherefore dost thou flee me. who liast harnt to know

thy nearest kin ?

ION

Naught I love to admonish aliens mannerless and
sense-bereft.

XLTHfS
Slay—then burn me ;^ for a father's heiirt thine arrow

shall have cleft.

ION

Thou my father ! Is not this a laughter scoff for me
to hear?

' It being the sacred duty of the son to lay the father's

corpse upon the pyre.
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ION

E0Te02
ou- Tpexcov 6 /j.uOo<i av aoi ru/m arjfiijveiev av,

inN

/cal ri fioi \e^€i<;

;

EOT0O2

530 irari-jp cro? elpn Kal crv 7ral<; e/i09.

IHN

Ti? \eyei raS';
HOT0O2

09 cr' eOpe^lreu ovra \o^La<; ifxov.

inN

fiapTvpeU cravTfi).

E0Te02
Ta ToO deov y e/cfiadoou ^pijcnfjpia.

mN
i(T(J3d\i]<; alvLyjJL a/iOi'cra?.

HOT0O2
oi'K ap' opO' aKOVop^v,

inN

o 5e \0709 Tt9 eVrf '^oijSov ;

EOTe02
Toy avvavrrjcravTa fxoi—

inw

TLVa (TVVa.VT1](TlV ;

EOTeo2
86/ji(ov Twi/8' i^iovjL 70V 6eov—

mN
avfi(f)opd<; tLvo<; Kvprjcrai

;

S0Te02
TralS' ifiov 7re<f>VKii>ai.

inN

(jov yeyoiT , r} Scopov aWfOV ;
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ION

XUTML'S

Nay, the cagcr-liurrying word shall show thcc all mv
meaning clear.

ION

Ay, and what wilt tell ?

XUTHUS
Thy fallier am I, and thou art my son. 5.10

ION

Who tlie voucher ?

XUTIIl'S

Loxias, who reared the child that I have won.

ION

Thou art lliine own witness.

XUTIIL'S

Nay, the God's own oracle I heard.

ION

Hcardest riddles and niisreadest.

xt'Tiiua

Then mine ears can hear no word.

loN

What was this, the word of Phoebus ?

XUTIIUS

That the man who met my face

—

ION

Met thee—met thee ?

XUTIIUS

As I came from out Apollo's holy place

—

ION

Ay, and what should be his fate ?

XLTIILS

My true-begotten sou is this.

ION

Horn thy son, or given of others?
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IQN

EOT0O2
Bwpov, ovTU 5' e^ ifiov.

ir.N

irpwra hrjT ejxol ^vi'(nrT€i<; iroha aov ;

HOTeos
oi/K aX\(p, reKvov,

V '^^X'l "^odev TTod^ rjKei,

;

EOT0O5
hvo fiiav Oavfid^ofiev,

ir.N

ea. Tiro? Be croi 7r€(f)UKa fxrirpo^ ;

EOTeo2
540 OVK €\(0 (f)pd(Tai.

ir.N

ov8c ^oi^a elire ;

EOT0O2
r€p(f)$ei<; tovto, Kelv ovk rjpofiTjv.

I P.N

yfj^ dp" eKviipuKa fiT}Tp6<; ;

EOTeo2
ov TreSov tlktci T€Kva.

IHN
7ra»9 av ovv eh]v cro? ;

EOTeos
OVK 0Lh\ ava<f>epo) 5' et'? tw ^eoi'.

inN
^e/)6 Xoytov d-^cojjyeB' dWwv.

Eoreos
raOr' dfieivov, w tckvov.

^\de<; et9 vodov ti XixTpov ;
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ION

XL'Tlir.S

(iiven— and l)urn from iiic he is.

ION

So on nie thy foot first stumbled ?

XUTIUS
Yea, my son, on none beside.

ION

Ay, and whence this happy chance?

XITMIS
We marvel both it should betide.

ION

Ha, what mother bare me to thee ?

XLTHr«
Sooth, thereof can I say naught. 540

ION

Neither JMioebus told?

XlTlllfl

For joy of this thiup, that I never sought.

ION

Ah, a child ot mother Flarth !

XlTMl «

Nay, children spring not from the sod.

ION

I low then thine am I ?

XLTiirs

I know not: I refer it to the (>od.

ION

Come, to reasonings rather turn we.

XlTMl-3

Better so, my son, in sooth.

ION

Hadst thou ever part in lawless love ?
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EOT0O5
ficopia j€ rov viov.

irplv Koprjv Xa/Selu 'E/je;!^^e'co9 ;

HOT0O2
ov yap uarepov <ye irw.

inN

apa Bi)T eKec p! €(f)V(ra<; ;

EOT0O2
Tfp ')(p6pfty y€ (7vvTpe)(^ei.

ir.N

fcnra ttw? cKpiKO/iecrda Bevpo,

HOT0O2
ravT ap,i])(av(b,

Sia paKpa<i iXOwv KcXevdov ;

EOT0O2
TOVTO KUfA aTraioXd.

inN

TlvOiav 3' ^X^69 irerpav irpiv ;

EOT0O2

ION

Trpo^ivcov S' ei^ tou KUTea^a

;

EOT0O5
09 /L4€ Ae\<f>Lcriv Kup(U<i—
inN

iOidaeva, -fj 7rw9 raS' avBa<;

;

EOT0O2

IGN

ep<^pov rj KU.TOLVOV ouTa;
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ION

XUTIIl'S

Mid follies of my youth.

ION

Ere Ercclilhcus' daughUr wed thee?

XUTIIL'S

Since, to her have I been true.

loN

I laply then didst thou beget me ?

XtTHtS
Time is consonant thereto,

lov

Were it so, how cnnic I hitlier .*

xirriius

Nay, I cannot fathom it.

loN

Long the juurncy for a babe !

XUTIIL'S

This too o'erpasseth all my wit.

ION

Hast thou seen ere this the IVthian Rock ?

XLTIILS

At Bacchus' festal rite. 500

ION

Lodging witli a Public Ibjst.'

XL rill s

Yea ; and with Dclpliian girls by night

—

ION

Made initiate— this tliy meaning?

XUTHUS
lliey were maidens Bacchanal.

ION

Sober, or of wine o'ercome?
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E0Te02
TiaK)(iov 7rpo<; ^Boi'ai<;.

IHN

tout' ixelv (v icTTraprj/xev.

EOT0O2
o TTOT/io? e^Tjvpev, reKvov.

inN
7rw9 S' cKpiKOfiecrOa vaov<;

;

EOT0O2
€K^o\ov K6pr]<; icr€o<;.

inN

€K'7r€(f)€vyafi€v to SouXoi'.

EOT0O2
Trarepa vvv hk^ov, tIkvov.

IAN
t^ ^eot) 701)1^ ou« aTTfcTTeti' €lfc6<;.

E0Te02
6u (ppov€i<i cipa.

inN
A-at Tt 0ov\6/ji€aOd y aWo—

E0Te02
vvv 6pa<; a p^/37; <T opav.

inN

^ Ato? TratSo? yevecrOai iraU

;

EOTeo2
o-ot 7e yiyverai.

») ^/7&) 6?}^' ol' /i' ecftvaav

;
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ION

XL'Tnrs

Of Bacchus' joys (lid this befall.

ION

This is my bt-gelliiig's story I

xuTnus
Fate, my son, liatli found it out.

ION

Vtt, how came I to the fane ?

.viTnis

The maiden cast thee forth, I doubt.

ION

So, I 'scape the taint of serfdom.*

XtTMl

s

Son, tliy father now receive.

loN
' lis the (iotl : I mav not doubt him.

XLTML'S

Yea, 'tis \\i>don) to bcHevr

ION

\N hat lliiiii; hij;lar can I wi^li for

—

XLTIIl 3

Now thou sccst clear and true.

loN

I'lian the fatiierhootl (»f Zeus ?

XUTIIL'.s

O Vea, by birtli is this tliy due."

lON

Sh.ill I clasp him, mv begetter .'

' Only free burn Delphian women could take part in llie

" Orgies."
" Xuthus bving descended from Zeus.
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IfiN

E0Te02
560 7rtd6fi.€v6<; ye to) Oe^.

inN

X^^P^ H-oi, irciTep,

EOT0O2
(piXop ye ^6eyfi iBc^ufxtjv TuBe.

mN
I'ifiepa ff' 1] vvv irapovaa.

HOT0O2
paKnpiov y e^jxe fie.

<t) (f)t\7] pPjTcp, TTUT upa KoX (TOP oyp-Qfiai Bep.a<i

;

vvv TTodoii ere /iciWov t) Trplv 7/7/? et ttot' eiaiSeiv.

a\V l''Ta)<; redvrjKa^;, T)fi€i<; S' ovBev uv tvvaip.eda.

XOP02
KOLvaX fjLev Tjfilv Boofidrcov einrpa^iai-

oficof; Be Ka\ Becnroivav eh tckv evTv^^iv

i^ov\6p.T]v av T0U9 t' 'E/5e;^^e'&)9 Bop.ov'i.

EOT0O2
CO TeKvov, el<i p-ev aj]v avevpeaiv deo'i

570 opOco'i eKpave, koX avvi)y^^ €p.oi re ok,

Gv T av TO. (f)iXTaO rjvp€<; ovk e/Sw? Trdpot;.

o 5' y^a^; 6p6o)<;, tovto Kap! e^cc 7r60o<i,

oTTU)^ au t', CO 77ai, p.rjTep evpi'](Tei<i akBev,

iyco G' (j7roia<i poi yvvaiKo<; e^e'(^t">.

XpovM Be B6i>Te<: tuvt ia(o<i eupoip^v uv.

a\\' eK\.LTro}V 6eov B/nreS' u\i]T€iav re ai]v

€19 ra? ^A67)va<; aTel)(e K0iv6(f)pa)v irarpi,

ov a oX^iov p.lv GKYjinpov (ivap,evei 7rarp6<;,

TToXv^ Be ttXoOto?" ovBe Oa-epov voawv
580 Bvolv KeKKn^aei Bvayevj]<i 7rev7]<; 0' (ipa,

uW' evyevi']<; re Kal iroXvKrijpaiv ^iov.
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ION

XUTMUa
If with Phoebus thou comply. 50*'

ION

Il.iil to tlice, my fatlier I

XLTIllS

Joyfully I Wflcoinc thi^ thy cry.

ION

H.iil tlu- il.iy that sees our meeting !

xtTiirs

Happy innii it mnktth me.

ION

.Ml, bclovctl motlier, wlwii thy visage also bhall I see .''

Mure than ever now I long to see thee, who thou

be soe'er. [should be my prayer.

.Ml, but thou perchance art th-atl, and all in vain

CIIOlllS

Ours too the house's happy ft)rtunc is :

Yet fain wire I our queen were also blest

With offspring, and Kreehtluus' aiirient line.

XtTIIUS

M V son, AS touching thy discovery

riie Gotl spake sooth, and so joined thee and me. 570

'riidU hast found thy dean-st, erst to thee unknown.
lor thy just yeanling, this is also mine,

That thou mayst find thy mother, O u\y son,

.\nd I, the wom.in of whose womb thou art.

ihis shall we find forth haply, left to time.

Now, leave the (Jml's floor, and thine homeless state :

To Athens come, with thine heart even as mine.

There waitt th thee thy father's sceptred bliss,

.\th1 muth wealth. None shall east into thy l«rtli

One of these taunts, base birth or poverty. :iHO

High born art thou, a mighty man of wealth.
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(Tiyaii ; tl tt/do? yrjv o/xfia aov ^aXa)v e^eif

et«f (PpovTiSa'i T u7ri)\0€<;, ex St ^ap^ovrj^;

iraKiv /jL€Taara(; Belfxa 7rpoa^dW€i<; ira-rpi

;

ov ravrbf €1609 <paiv€Tai twi^ Trpaypdrcov

7rp6aco0ev ovtcov iyyvOev 6' opcop-ivcov.

iyo) Be Ttjv p.ev (Tvp<f>opav dairu^opai,

TraTepa a dvevpcov u)V Be yiyvcocTKOi irepi

uKOucrov. etvaL (f>a(Ti tck; avTo\Oova<;

590 KXeii'd's AOt'jvas ovk eireiaaKTOi' yevo<i,

'lu elcnrecrovpai Bvo voaco k€kt7]P€i>o<;,

irarpo^ r eiraKTOv kuvto^ cov voOayei't'/'i.

Kal TOUT €^a)v TOvveiho<i, daOevi}<; pei' o)v,

[0 prjhev wj'wa^']' ovhevoiv KeKXijcropai'

yv B €L<; TO irptoTOi' iruXeo^ oppyjOei'i ^uyov

^7)Tco T(9 eh'ai, ~Cov pev dBvvuTwv viro

picn-jcrupeada- Xvirpa yap rd Kpeiaaova'

daot Be ^pr]<TTo\ Bvvdpevoi t' elvai cro<pol

aiyoiai kov (nrevBovaiv €i<; to. Trpdypara,
6iX> yeXcoT eV avTOi^ ptoptav 7€ Xtjyjrop^c

ovx y)o'V)(^d^(i)v €P TToXet yfrvyov TrXea.

ro)V 8' av hoKovi'TOii'- xpa^pet'wv re rtj TruXei

ei<; d^icdpa /9a? irXeov (hpovptjcropat.

\lr)'j(f)Oi(Ttv ovTW yap TaB\ o) Trdrep, <f)iXe2'

01 Ta«f TTuXei^ exovTC'i Kd^icop^Ta

rol'i dvOapiXXoi'i etcrt TroXepicoTaToi.

eXOcov 8' eV oIkov dXXuTpiou einjXv'i o)V

yvvatKd 0^ o)? dreKvov, >) Koipovpevtj

Ta<i crvp(f)opd^ aoi irpuadev, diToXa\ovcTa vvv

GIO avTrj Kad^ avTtjV ti]v TV\r]v olaei iriKpio'i,

' Scaliger and Valckenaer : lacuna in MSS.
' Wecklein : for MSS. Koylup
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ION

Silent?—Now wherefore earthward droops thine eye.

And thou art dctp in tliou^ht, and from thy joy

Art changed, and strikest dread into thy sire

:

loN

Tlie face of thin^ appeareth not the same
I'.ir off, and when we scan llicm nigh at Iiand.

So <lo I greet with gladness this my lot

Who fmd a sire: howbcit hear wliat burden

Weighs on my soul. The glorious c.irtli-boni sUte,

Athens, men say, hath naught of alien strain. 690

i shall thrust in, stained witl« a tw<if..Kl taint—
An outland father, and my Iwistanl self.

And, bearing this reproach, nor strong in friends,

'* Nobody" shall be called—" NolxKly's Son."'

Then, if I press to .\thcns' higlu-st ranks,

And seek a name, of dullards shall I win

1 latred ; for jealousy ever dogs success.

(ukhI men, whose wisdom well could helm the state.

Who vet hang luiek, who never s|K-ak in pul»lie,

To them shall I l>o laughing-stock and fool,

NN'ho, in a town censorious, go not stiftly.

And statesmen who have m.ide their mark, miil

whom
I seek repute, will hedge me in, and check

Hv the assembly's votes. 'Tis ever so ;

liicy which sway nations, and have won repute,

I'o young an)bitions are the bitterest foes.

Then, coming to a strange house, alien I,

.\nd to a childless kidy, who hath shared

With thee her sorrow heretofore, but now
Shall bear in bitterness her reproach alone, 610
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ION

orav Trapaarco croi fiev i^f/vd^v 7roco<;,

7}
8' ova^ aT€Kvo<; ra aa <^iX' etaopa iriKpco^; ;

Kar 7] irpoBov^ av fi e^ SdfiapTa ai]v fSXeirrjii,

fj rafia Tifj.a)V Scofia air/xea^ ^XV* !

ocra<i cr(f>aya^ Brj <^app.a.K(i)v re davaaip-wv

'yvvalK€<; evpov civBpdaiv hLa^Oopd^.

d\\(jo<; T€ rrjv arjv aXo^ov oiKreipco, Trdrep,

drraiha yrjpdcrKOVcrav' ov "/ap d^ia

620 Trarepcov dir iaOXcov ova diraiEia vocreiv.

Tvpai'i'iBo<; Be T7'}<r fj.drrjv alvovp.ivT]<;

TO fi€P TrpoawTTOv 7]Bv, rdv B6p.oiac Be

\v7n]pd' Tt'«> yap pxiKdpio^, rif €VTVx^'i$

ocTTt'f BeBoiKW'; Kai Trapa/SXeVcoi/ ^iov

alwva T€LV€i ; B7]p.oT7]i dv evTv^i]^

^>~]v dv deXotfii fidWov 1) Tvpai>vo<; a>v,

(p Toi"? TTOvijpov^ rjBofrj (f>L\ov<; €\eiv,

iadXov^i Be pucel KarOaveiv (^fiovfxevo^.

erTTOf? dp d)^ 6 xpvab<; eKi'iKO, rdBe,

030 T\ovTetv re Tepirvov ov (f>i\d) •^6rfOv<s K\veiv

ev X^P""* <^(i>^(i>v oX^ov ovB' e^eiv ttovov^'

eiij B^ epLOiye pLerpta pij XvT7ovp.^vw.

a S" €v6dB' e^xov dydff uKovaov p,ov, Trdzep-

rrjv <f)i\TdTr]v p.ep 7rpC)T0P dvOpdiTTOLt a^oXtji',

o^Xop T€ fieTptov, ovBe pH efe7rXj;f oBov

7rovT)po<; ovBei^' Keivo 8' ovk dvaax€T6p,
eliKeip oBov x<^\(JjvTa rot'; KaKioaiv.

Sediv 8' eV evy^al-; t) Xd^/oiatp >} (Sporwp,

vTTijpeTcop xaipovaip, ov yooip-evoi^.

640 ffal T0U9 pLep e^errepiTTOv, ol 8' rjKOP ^evoi,

dxrO^ r,Bv^ del Kaipo^ d)P Kaivolcrip i).

o 8' evKToi' dvOpdiTTOiO'i, Kav aKovaiv j],
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ION

How shall I not, with rea.son. Iiave Iicr hate,
U ht-n by thy knee I stand, she on thy love

I.ookfth with bitter eyes of childlessness,

—

W hen thou must cast nie off and cleave to her.

Or honour nie, and wreck thine household's peace?
I low oft the dair^rr and the deadly IhiwI

Have women found to slay their lords withal I

Nay, father, more— I pity this thy wife

\\ ho prows grey chi!dless. 'Tis not worthy h< .-,

Sprung from proud sires—this curse of childlessness. C20

And sovranty. so oft, so falsely praised,

\\ insome its face is, but behind the veil

Is torment. Who is happy, f<»rtunate who,
That, fearing violence, glancing aye askance,

NN'earcth out life? Nay, ratlu-r would I live

H.ippv-obscure, than be exalt<-d prince, —
( )iie who must joy to have for friends the vile,

\\ ho hates the gtMnl, and ever dreads to die.

'• .\h," thou wilt Siiy, "gold overbears all this,

And wealth is sweet." Would I clutch lucre—
groan 630

I'nder its load, with curses in mine ears?

Nay, wealth for me in measure, sorrowless.

Mut, father, hear what blessings here were mine :

—

1 irst, leisure, dearest of delights to men :

IViendly the folk; no villain jostleth me
Out of the |)Jith : it galls the very soul

To yield the pass, and vail to baser men.
My life was prayer to (io<ls, con\erse with men,
.Ministrant unto joy and not to grief,

W elcoming coming, speeding pjirting guests, 840

.\ new face smiling still on faces new.

.\iid that which men, though loth, must ask in pr.iyer,
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hiKaiov elvai fi 6 voijlo^ i) <^vcri<; 6 afui

Trapel^e rro BeaK ravra (tuvvoov/i€vo<;

Kp^lacro} vop.i^(0 ravOdS' rj Tu/cet, Trdrep.

ea 8' efiavTw ^t)v' "Icn] yap i) )(dpi<;,

fieydXoLCL ^aipetv crpiKpd 6^ yjSifix: e^etv.

XOP02
KoXw'i eXe^a?, eiirep o'v^; iyo) (f)i\(o

iv Tolai croicrtv evTUX'jcovaiv \oyoi<;.

HOTeo2
650 iravaaL Xoycov tmi'B\ €vtv)(€'iv 8' iirtaraao'

6e\(o yap ouirep (t i-jvpov dp^aadai, t^kvov,

KOivt)^ Tpa7re'^»;<» Balra irpo^ koiv>]p ireawv,

dvaai 0' d aou irpiv yevWxC ovk ^Oucrafiev.

Kal vi'V fifv w? hi} ^^i>ov dy(ov a ((peariov

SeiTTvoicn repyfro)' t/}'? S' WO i^vaiiov ^dov6<;

d^w dearrjv Sfjdev, w? ovk ovt cpov.

Kal yap yvvaiKa tijv ifiijv ov fiovXopai

XvTTelv dreKVOv ovaav avTO<; evTuxow.
')(puVM Be Kaipov Xa/x^dvcop irpocrd^o/xai

6G0 SdfiapT idv ae crKiJTrTpa rd/M e^eiv y;dov6'i.

"IfDi'a 8' ovofid^a) ae rfj rvxjl Trpeirov,

odovveK dhvTwv i^iovn fiot Oeov

tX^o^ avvPjylra<; Trpayro^. dXXd Tuyv <f)iXfov

•jrXi'ipwfi ddpoiaa<; ^ovOvrro cvv r'jSovj}

npocrenre, /xeXXwv AeX0t8' eKXiireip ttoXiv.

vpiv he aiydv, hp.(OLhe<i, Xeyco rdhe,

tj ddvajov eiirovaaicn tt/jo? hdfiapr* e^ijv.

ICIN

a-Teix,oifi dv ev he tj}? rv^Tl'i direari p.oi'

el p.') yap i/Ti«? /i' ereKev evpijao), irdrep,

070 d^icoTOV :i']p.lp' el 2' iirev^acdai ^fi^div,
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UprijTlitness, use and nnture hrcd in me
For I'hoi-bus' service. 'I'liinkin^ on nil this,

Father, I more esteem things here than tliere.

Mine own life let me live. Content with little

Hath ehann no less than joy in great estate.

CHORLS
U'fU hast thou said, so br that those I love

In these thy words nuiy find their happiness.

Xt TIILS

Of this no more : but Karn to bear thy fortune. 650

For, wlure I found tlie*-, there woulil I l>egiii,

Hv making thee a .solemn pulilic feast,

And thy birth-saerifice, not otftred yet.

Now to the feast as my guest bringing thte,

I'll make thee cheer: th«-n to the Atlu-ninns' laml

Hring thee as one that travclleth, not as mine.

For, sooth, I have no heart to vex my wife

With mine own bliss, while she is childless still.

And I shall find a time tu bring my (jueen

To suffer thee to take my sceptred sway.
000

Ion ' I name thee, of that happy chance

In th.it, as forth .\|m)1Io's shrine I ranie,

First lighted 1 on thee. Now all tiiy fri«-n(l.i

To this gl'id fea-st of sacrifice gather thou.

To bid, as leaving Delphi soon, farewell.

Vou, handmaids, I coinm.md, ?q><-ak not hereof.

Death— if ye say to my wife anything!

ION

I go : yet to my fortune one things lacks :

For, siive I find her who g.ivc life to me.
My life is naught. If one prayer be vouchsafed, C70

' 'Ivv, " coming," because met at hia coming forth.
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eic TO)v AOi-jvwv ft 7] T€Kova €17] 'yvvrj,

W9 HOI j€vi)Tai fn]Tp6Stv jrapprjaLa.

Kadapav yap ijv t<9 et? iroXiv Treat] ^evo<;,

Kciv 70(9 Xojoiaiv acrT09 jj, to <ye (n6p,a

hovXov ireiraraL kovk e^^et -yrapprjaLav.

X0P02

opw BuKpva Kol 7r€v6i]iov<i arp.

aXa\aya<; arevaypdrcov t €ia/3o\d<i,

oTav €]ia Tvpavvo<i eviraihiav

170(7IV ex,ovT elSj],

G80 avT)] S" d7rai<; ij koX XeXeifi/xevy] reKvoiv.

TLv , Si iral TrpofiavTi AaTov<; €)(py]-

(Ta<i vfivoySiav ;

TToOev 6 7rat9 oS' dp<pl vaou<i aeOev

Tp6(f)ipo^ e^e/Sa, yvvaiKcop rivo^ ;

ov yap pe aaivei

0€cr(f)a7a, pi] tiv eyj] ho\ov.

SeipaLvo) <jvp(f)opdv

e</)' o TTore ^daerai.

690 ci'T07ro9 uTOTra yap irapahihoyai poL

TdBe $€011 <f)t}pa.

exei 86\ov rv-^av O' 6 7rai<;

dW(t)v Tpa(f)e\s i^ atpuTcov.

Tt9 ov rdSe ^vvoicrerai ;

(piXai, "TTorep ipa heairoiva dvT.

•rdhe Topw<; eV 0^9 yeycovtjcropev,

TToatv, iv (p rd iravT e)(^ova iXTrihwv

p.ero\o<i yv TXdp,(ov ;

vvv S' i) p,€i> eppei (Tvp(f)opat<;, 6 8' evrv^ei,

700 TToXiov elcnre<Jov(Ta yrjpa'i, irocrit 5'
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Of Atlicns' daughters m.iv my motlier l)c,

rii.it by my inollitr may i'ree speccli be mine.

I'Uf alien who entfnth a burg
Ot" pure blood, burgher tliuugh he be in name,
I l.ith not free speech ; he bears a bondman's tongue.

[Kseunt XLTHls (i-kI ion.

cnoRi's

vision of tears, and of fierce heart-burning {'^"')

Hrraking forth into shrieks and the onrush of
.sighing,

^^ lien my ladv beholdeth her chieftain returning

In glory of fatherhood —knoweth that ve.irning

Of childlessness waiteth her, liunger undving I
GS<t

Seer-son of I^atona, what strain ha.st thou ch.mted .'

NN'hence came he, the waif in thy tcmple-jK>rch

lying?

Thv fosterling—yea, but a mother yet want«-d !

And the oracle stirreth mine heart to defying

Of its tones with the whisper of treachery h.mnled.

I fear whereunto it will grow,

This fate thou hast caused us to know :

Too strange for my credence it is. C90

Child fathered of fortune and treason I

Child alien of blood I— it were reason

That all should cry yea unto this.

Friends, shall I bear to my lady the story? (Ant.)

.^^hall I s))eak in her ear, her lord's baseness

revealing ?

W horn she counted her all and in all—lieretofore he
1 lad share in her dreams of a yet-coming glorv.

Now in woe is she whelmed, but his heart hath

found liealing, [strewing I

Fhat he flt)uts the dear tresses and eld's silver- 700
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«TieT09 (pl\(ov.

fieXeo^, 09 Ovpaiof; eXOcov 86/j.ov<;

p,€yav e? oX^ov ov/c eacoaeu TV)(^a<;.

oXotT oXoiro

TTOTVtav i^airacfxov ifidv

Koi Oeolcriv fXJ] rvypi

KaXXicpXoya ireXavov eirl

TTvpl Kadayvi(Ta<;' to 8' ifibv e^crerai

710 * •

rvpavvo'i 77 (^iXa <piXov.^

?;S'/ 7riXa<; Beiirvcov Kvpel

TraU Ka\ Trarijp vio<; vicov.

lit) Beipd8e<; Tlapvacrov Trerpa'; cttwS.

exovcraL aKoireXov ovpdviov B^ ehpav,

'iva Bm«j;^<o«? dfi(^nrvpov<; ave)(^cov irevKa^

Xoi\fn]pd 7r>/Sa vvKmr6Xoi<; dfia aiv BaK)(aif;.

fi}'} Tt TTOT eiV e/jLav iroXiv ikoiB' Troi?,

720 vkav h dp.epav cnroXnTwv ddvoi.

(TTevo/xeva yap av ttoXi'; exoi aK>)yp-iu

^eviKov €ia/3oXcii'.

aXt<; 6 7rdpo<; cip-)(^ayo<; ibv

*KpexOev<i dva^.

KPE0T2A
w Trpea/Su iraLhaywy 'Epej^^dew'i Trarpof;

TOV/jLOV TTOT OVTO<i, 1]VLK yv CT €V (f)U€l,

eiraipe aavTov 7rpo<; Oeou XP^1o'T'ipi^>

(09 fioi avvyjaOf}^, ei ti Ao^/a? dva^
OecTTTLap-a TraiScov ei<; yovdi; i(f)0€y^aTO-

730 avv Toi9 <pLXoi<; yap i)8v p,€V Trpdaaeiv koXco^'

pi] ykvoLTO S', e" Tt Tvyyavoi KaKov,

' Bayfield : for MSS. Tvpavv[Zo% (piKa.
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O caitiflT and outlander. he that came stealitifj

On the wealth of a house lie saved not Iruin un-

doinfT I
'

—

[deaUng

—

\Vho would cozen my lady with treacherous

False one, away to thy ruin, thy ruin

!

O'er the consecrate cake lie shall lav

Mid vour altar-flames, G(xls, let them pliv

Lnavailingly ! Ah but my (jucen 710

Shall know that I hold her the dearer '

I.n this strange feast draweth nearer

When the sire's strange son shall he seen.

H( ightsof Parnassus, rock-ridges upbearing (A/xx/r)

The watehtower crags and the eloudland dome,
N\ lure Hacchus, uplossiiig the pines tlamc-glaring.

l.ea{)s mid his }).icehanLs through darkness tiiat

roam,

M.iv never von bov to my citv come faring!

He his birth-dav the day of liis d(K)m I 720

For in sooth should our city be hard iMstral

If an alien host to her hearths shall be led.

SuHicc us Ereehtheus, the kingly head
Of the Ancient Home I

J.tilcr CREUSA and oi.u skuvant, climhing the ascent

to the Temple.

CUKLSA

Thou reverend child-ward of my sometime sire

F.reehtheus, while he walked yet in the light.

Hear up, and press to yon (lod's oracle,

That thou mayst share my joy, if Loxias King
A boding-pledge of sons hath uttered forth.

Tis sweet with friends to share prosperity : 730

And if—which God forbid— if ill befall,

' By perpetuating the race of true-born Erechtheids.
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€i<? OfifjLUT eijvov (f)(OTo<; efi^Xe-^ai y\vKv.

eyci) Se a , oicnrep Kal av irarep' ifiov ttotc,

heairoiv ofico<; ova avriKJjBevco Trar/Do?.

nAiAArnros
0) Ovyarep, a^i u^ioyv yevvTjTopoyv

1)6)] (f)v\(icr(T€t<; Kov KaTaiayyvad eyeii;

TOL'? aov^; TraXatoix; eKy6i'ov<; av~6)(^8ova<;.

€\x €\k€ Trpo'i p.eKaOpa Kal Kopi^e pe.

anreivd toi pavTelw tov •yi'jpox; Se yxot

740 (TvveKTTOVovaa kwXov laTpo<; yevov.

KPEOT5A
errov vvv t')(yo<i S' eK^vKaaa oirov tlOt]<;.

nAiAArnros
IBov.

TO TOV TTO^O? p€V ^paSv, 10 70V Sk I'OV Ta^^-

KPEOT2A

fidKTpfo 8' ipeiSov TTepi^eprj ari^ov ')(6ov6<;.

nAiAArr.ro2

Kai Tovro rvcpXoj', orav eyo; /SXiirco ^pa\v.

KPEOT2A
6pdo)<; e\€^a<;' dWd pi] irdpe^ kottw,

nAiAArr.ro2

ovKovv €K(t)v ye' tov S' dir6vT0<i ov KpaTOi.

KPEOT2A
yvvalK€<;, laTOiv TOiv ipLwv Kal k€PklBo<;

BovXevpa iriaTov, TLva tv\i]v Xa/Swv jt6(TI<;

^e^t]Ke iraLdcov wvirep eive^ ^jKopev,

750 (Ti]p}ji>aT' €1 yap ayaOd poi pip'vcreTe,

ovK eU uTridTOV^; ^ecTroTa? ^a\el<; ^apdv.

X0P02
to) Baipov,
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'Tis sweet to paze in eyes of sympathy.

Now thine old loving tendance of my sire

I, though thy lady, render back to thee.

OLD SEIIVANT

My daughter, spirit worthy of noble sires

Thou keepest, and thou hast not put to shame
Thine old forefathers, children of the si>il.

Draw, draw me towards the shrines, and bring nie oil.

.Steep is the god-w.ird path : be thou physieian

L'nto mine age, and help my toiling limbs. 740

CllKUSA

Follow : take heed where thou dost plant thy feet.

OLD SERVANT

Lo there I

Slow is the foot, still l)y the mind outstripped.

( HKISA

Trv witli thy staff the ground : lean hard thereon.

OLD SKKVANT

Hliud guiile is this when mine eyes serve so ill.

CRErSA

Sooth said : yet yield not thou to weariness.

OI D SERVANT

I would not, but my lost strength I command not

CRKLSA

XN'onien, whieh do leal service at my loom
And shuttle, show what fortune hath my lord

1 ound touching issue, for which e.iuse we came.

For, if ye speak good tidings unto me. TfiO

Your queen shall not forget the debt of joy.

CHORUS
Ah fate :
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nAiAArnro2
TO (ppoifiiov /lev Twv \6ya>v ovk €vTV)(i<i.

X0P02
ico rXafiov.

nAiAArnro2
aXV ^ Tt OecrcpuToiai, heaiTorwv voaw

;

XOP02
elev Tt hpoifiev, ddvaro<; mv KetTai iripc

;

KPEOT2A
Tt9 ^]8€ fiovaa, %(•') (f)6^o<; t'lvwv irepi;

X0P02
eiircopev 17 aiywfiei' ; rj ri hpdaopev

;

KPE0T2A
elc^)'* 0)9 exet9 ye avp.(popdv Ttv ei^i ipi.

XOP02
760 eiptjaerai roi, K€l 6avelv p-eWw hnrXfj.

OVK €(TTt aoi, hecTTTOiv , €77 dyKu\ai<; Xa^eiv

TeKv ovSe /j,a<TTa) aa> irpoaappioaaL Trore.

KPEOT2A
a>/jiOi, ddvoip.1.

nAiAArnro2
dvyarep—

KPE0T2A
w TaXaiv iyo) aufi<f}opa<;.

eXa^ov, eiraOov a-)(o^ d^iojov, (f)iXai.

nAiAArnro2

8lOl)(Ofl€aOa, T€KVOl>.

KPEOT2A
alal alal'

8iavTaio<i eTvrrev oSvva pe ttXcu-

p,6vo)v TwvS' taco.
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OLD SERVANT {aside).

No happy-boding prelude of their speech I

CHORUS
Ah hapless

!

oi.n SKKVANT (aside)

Ha, sinks mine heart for my lords' oracle !

CHOIIUS

What shall we do when death is in the patli ?

CHKUSA

\N'Iiat means this strain, and wherefore is your frar ?

CHORUS
.Speech ?—silence ?—what is it that we should do ?

CKELSA

Speak : something ye keep back that touchelh mr.

CHORUS
Thou shalt be told,—yea, though I die twice over. TOO

"l"\^ not for thee, my queen, in arms to fold

Children, nor press them ever t») thy hre.-ist.

CIIKISA

Ah, would I mi^ht die !

OLD SERVANT

l)auj;hter

—

CREUSA

Ah >v retch !—ah me for my misery !

I have gotten sore hurt, my friends : what is life

unto me ?

OLD SERVANT

Undone—thou and I !

child

!

CREUSA

Ah me, ah me ! for the anguish-dart

1 l.ilh pierced me through, and hath plunged deep
into mine heart.
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nAiAArnros

KPE0T2A
dWa ircipeiai <y6oL.

nAiAArnros

irpiv dv fiddcofiev—
KPE0T2A

770 dyyeXlav TLva fioi

;

nAiAArnros

el raind Trpdacroov Secr7r6ri]<i T7}9 auficfiopd^

KOiv(oi'o<; iaTiv, t) fiovj] av Suarux^eU.

X0P02
K€LV(p fi€v, (o yepaii, iralha \o^ia<i

e8a)K€V, IBia S" evrvx^l ravTr]<; hixa-

KPEOT2A

t68' eVt Twhe KaKov dxpov eXaAce? eXaK€<;

d^o^ ipol arevetv.

nAiAArnro2

irorepa Be <f)vvai Bet yvvaiKo<; e/c rivo<;

rov TralS' ov elira^, ?; yeywT ideairicrev

;

X0P02

780 V^^l "^^(pvKor eKTeXt] veamav

BiBcoa(v avTO) Ao^i'a?- Trapf] 3' iyco.

KPEOT2A

77(0? (/)>;s'>" d<f)arov d<^a70v dvavBrjrov

Xoyov epol dpoel<;.

nAiAArnro2
Ka/jLOiye. ttw? S' 6 \p7](Tp6<; eKTrepaiverai

<Ta<l>€(Tr€p6v p.0L (f)pu^€, ^coo"Tf9 eaO o Trat?.

XOP02
0T6) ^vvavT7J(X€i€v eK vaov cru^et?
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OLD SEKVANT

Nav, moan not yet

—

CnKUSA

But wailings the soul of me fill I

OLD SERVANT

Ere we shall learn

—

CHEUSA

What tidinfjs remain for nie still ? 770

OLD SKRVANT
If in the same calamity our lord

ilave part, or tliiiu- alone misfortune be.

CHoms
Ancit-nt, to him hath Ixixias pivcn a son,

And private joy is his, unshared of her.

CHEISA

Ah sorrow on sorrow, for crown of sorrow, and woes
for njy sighing I

OLD SERVANT
Hut of some woman must he yet he born,

1 his child .^— or did the (lod proclaim him born?

cnom s

Already born—nav more, a stripling grown 78^'

Doth Loxias give him. I was there, and hearth

CHK.ISA

lluw saycst thou?— nameless, unspeakable things in

mine ears art thou crying

—

OLD SKUVANT
And mine. Hut how works out the oracle?

Mcpre clearly tell me : who the lad is, tell.

( noRUs
\\ homso thy lord should first meet as he passed

I rom the Gods fane, the God gave him for son.
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KPE0T2A
oToroTol' TO S' €/j.ov uTeKvov cneKVOV €\a/3ev

790 dpa ^ioTOv, epijfiia 8' 6p(^avov<i

B6flOV<i OLKIjaCO.

nAiAArnro2
Tt9 ovv ij(j}t)cr6rj ; tw avvPjyfr t')(yo<i iroSo^

7r6ai<; TaKaivi)<i ; tt&j? he ttov vlv elaiBcov

;

X0P02
ol(70\ (o SlXt) SiaTToiva, rov veaviav

0*? TOILS' eaaipe vaov ; ovTO'i eaO o iral'i,

KPEOT2A

iiv uypov cifMTrraLijp alOepa Tropcrco yai-

a? 'EWavia^;, aa-repa^ €cr7repov<;,

olov olov aXyO'i eiradov, (piXat.

nAiAArnro2

800 ovofia Se irolov avTov uvofid^ei iraTijp ;

olcB^, r) cnoiirf] toDt' uKvpcoTOV fievei ;

X0P02
"Icov', eireLTrep irpoiTo^; i'jvTtjaev irarpi.

nAiAArnro2
/xrjTpo'i 8' oTToia^ icrriv ;

X0P02
ovK e^co (ppuaai.

(f)pov8o<; B\ Iv €L8rj<; TTui'Ta Tciir' ep.ou, ycpov,

7raiBb<i irpoOvcrcov ^evia kuI yeveOXia,

aKT]va<; i<; iepa<i rijaSe XaBpaid)^ ttucxi^,

Koivfj ^vvd-yjrMv Sacra iraiSl rco ve^.

nAiAArnro2
BecTTTOiva, irpohehofieada, crvv yap aoi voaoi,

Tou aov Trpo'y dvSpo^;, kuI fj.€/j.i)^avt]/j,evco^

810 vjBpi^oixecrda Boo^drcov t 'E/3e;^6^€a)9
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CREUSN

Ah me ! ah ine I—and inv wtird

Of barrenness, barrenness f;ri|)|ittli n»v hfe!

—

desohition-oppressed TOO

Shall I live on, living; in childless halls !

(M.n SKUVANT
Whit was the child furetold ? whmn nut he first.

Our sad (jucen's lord ? Ibiw saw he him. and where ?

( Molll s

Kenieniberest thou, O dear my (|ueen, the yuutii

I hat swipt the temple's Hoor ? That son is he.

( iiK.rsv

Oh to Jlee on the wings of a bird

rhrouj;h liie oeean of air, and from Hellas afar to

tlie stars of the west I

Such pain on me, friends, such anguish falls!

OLD SKUVANT

.-Vnd what name hath his father given to him .' 800

Know'st thou .- Or bideth this unfixed, uns;iid ?

CilOltUS

Ion, since he w.is first to meet his sire.

oL» SKUVANT

1 lis mother, w ho .-

ClloULS

Thereof can I say naught.

Mv lady's spouse hath stol'n— that all my tale

He known of thee— into the festal tent,

To sacrifice for welcoming and birth,

And spread a public feast for this new son.

OLD SERVANT

Betrayed, Queen, arc wc— for thy pain is mine

—

Of this thy lord ; by treason-stratagems

Insulted ; from Erechtheus' palace-halls 810

8i
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iK^aWofxecrOa- koX crov ov gtv^wv rrocnv

'Keyco, ere /xevTOt fMoXkov i) Kelvov (f)i\ci)v

ocrri<i ere y^fiai; ^€vo<; iireiae^Ocov iroXiv

Kal Siofia Koi aijv 7rapa\a/3a)V TrayKXrjpiav,

dX\i]<i yvvaiKo<; 7ralha<; eKKapirov/xevo'i

\uOpa 7ri<})r]V€V &)? \dOpa B\ iyco (fipuaco'

eVet o"' dreKvov fjaOer, ovk earepye croi

6/jLOio^ elvai Ttj'i TUY'?^ ''"' '"""oi' <{)€peiv,

XalSoov he hovXa XeKrpa vvfi(j>evaa<; XdOpa
820 Tov Tralh' ecbvaev, e^evro/xevov Se to)

i^eXdicov BLhcoaiv eKjpe^eiv 6 8' iv deov

hufxoLaiv d(f)€TO<;, &)9 XuOoi, TraiSeveTai.

veaiuav S" &)? ijaOcT^ eKreOpafi^evov,

iXOelv a eireiae Bevp' aTraiSia^ ')(^dpLV.

K(W 6 6eo^ OVK €-\{r€vaaO\ oSe B' iyjrevaaro

irdXai Tpccfxov tov iralBa, KarrXeKev 7rXoKd<;

ToidaK' dXov<; fxev dve^ep etV tov Baifiova,

'\iX6<Jov Be Kal tov )(p6vov u^vvecrOai OeXwv^
TvpavviB^ avTU> irepi^aXeiv efieXXe yrj<i.

830 Kaivov Be Tovvofi dvd ')(p6vov ireTrXaafxevov,

"Icov, lovTi BijOev OTi avvijVTeTO.

XOP02
o^fiot, iravovpyov^ dvBpa<; &><? del crTvya),

at avvTidevTe^ tuBik eiTa fitJxavaU
Koa/jLOvai. (PavXov Xp7}crTov dv Xa/Selv (filXov

6eXoi[xi fidXXov rj kukov aocfxoTepov.

nAiAArnro2
Kal TMvS' dirnvTOiv ea^aTOV ireiaei KaKov
dut'jTop , dvapi6fj.i]Tov, eK BovXi]<; r/fo?

lyvvaiKo^;, eif crov Bo)p.a BeaTTOTifv dyeiv.

dirXovv dv ^}v yap to kukov, el Trap* evyevov'i

840 fxi]Tp6^, TTiddiv ae, <jy}v Xeywv uTraiBiav,
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Cast forth I And tliis I say, as liating not
Thy lord, but better loving thee tli.in him.

Who came a stranj^cr to thy burg and home,
\Ve(hlcd tlice, and received thine heritage,

And of another woman gat him sons

Clandestine: this " clandestine " will I piuve:

—

Knowing thee barren, he was not contc-nt

To share thy fortune, to ji.irtake thy lot,

JJut took a slave to his clandestine bed,

Hegat this son, from Athens sent him, gave 8-0

Unto some Delphian's fostering: for concealment
Was he reared in the temple, consecrate.

Then, when lu- knew the stripling fully gioun.

He drew tlite hither bv tlie hope «»f suns.

So, not the (.'tod hath lied, but this man lied,

Hearing so long the lad. weaving such plots.

Detected here, he would cast it on the (Jed:

Hut, safe in Athens, he would set her crouii

L'pon him, guarding 'gainst the chance of time.

Hut this Hf/r unme's misdated forgery! 83u

Ion—set eye on him then first, forsooth !

CIIOUU8

Ah me I how evermore I loathe the knave
Tliat plotteth wrongs, and then with stratagem

'I'rieks forth! He mine the friend of simple soid

Yet honest, rather than the craftier villain.

OLD SEUVANT

And a worse ill than all this nnist thoti know.

To take into thine house for lord thereof

A slave's brat, motherless, of none account

!

'Twere but one ill, if from a free-born womb.
With thy consent, j)leading thy barrenness, 840

o 2
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i(T(i>Ki(T o'lKOu^y' el Be aol toS' r)V iriKpov,

TMv XloKov VLV XP*}^ 6pe)(9^)vai yd/xcov.

CK TMvSe Set ere Si] yvvaiKeiov ti Spdv

V y^P ^t'<^09 Xa^oucrav ?) SoXrp rivl

T) (papfMuKoicri. (xov KaraKTelvai ttoctiv

Kal iraiSa, irplv aoi ddvuTOv ck Keivayv /xoXeiv.

[el yap y v(f)i']cr€i<i rods', cnraWd^ei jBiov

huolv yap e^dpolv eh ev ekOovroiv areyo^,

*) ddjepov Set hv(JTV)(elv ?; Bdrepov.^

850 eyco fxev ovv aoi Kal avveKirovelv 6e\o},

Kal avfi(f)ovev€iv rralS' iireiaeXOcov B6/j.oi<;

ov SalO' oirXi^ei, Kal Tpo<f)€ta BeaTroTai^i

aTToSoL"? davelv re ^o)v re <f)eyyo<; elaopav.

ev yap tl tok BovXoiaiv alax^vrjv (pepei,

Toi'vofia' TO. 8' dXXa iravra TOiv i\ev6epoiV

ovhev KaKLcov BouXo<i, oaTi<; ea6Xb<; y.

XOP02
Kclyco, (fyiXr} Beairoiva, avfi<popav deXco

KOivovfievj] Ti]vS rj davelv rj ^ijv AcaXws".

KPEOT2A
w yfrv^d, 7!"<U'» criydcro) ;

860 TTco? Be aKOTia<; dvacf^t'jvci)

€vvd<;, alBov'i B aTroXetSOct) ;

Tt yap efiTToBcov k(oXu/j, en fxoi ;

irpo^ TtV dyo)va<; TiOefiead' upeT>j<;,

ov 7r6ai<; j)/icov TrpoBorrjt; yeyovev ;

arepofiai B' oI'kcov, arepo/iaL TraiBcov,

<f)pouBai 8' eX7rtSe9, a<; BiadeaOai

XPlJ^ouaa /fa\a)9 ovk eBvvtjOrjv,

atywaa ydpou<;,

aiywaa tokov; iroXuKXavTOVf;.

870 a\X' ov TO A^o? iroXvaarpov eBo<i
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He found an heir. Or, if this liked thee not.

He oiif^ht to Iiave sought a wife of Aeolus' race.

Now, soniethin<; worthy of woman must thou do —
(•rasp thou the sword, or by some wiliness

Or poison slay thine husband and his son,

I're treacherous death shall come from tluin to thee,

lor, if thou riinch, 'tis thou shalt lose thy life :

For, when two foes beneath one roof be nut,

This one or that one must the victim be.

Willinfj am I with tlice to share this work, 850

To enti-r the pavilion, slay the lad

\\ here he prepares the feast :— rep.iving so

My lords their nurture, li-t me die or live I

Tiiere is but one tliinj; brinffcth shame to slaves,

The name : in all beside no slave is worse

Than free men, so he l)»-ar an upright soul.

c Mollis

1 too, dear mistr«*ss, I consent to share

I'hv fate,—or death, or hoiiourabli- life.

( riKi s.\

O, hiiw keep silence, niy soul ?

^'et how sh.ill I dare t<» iinrMll SC<i

I )eeds hidden of darkness, and east the shame behind

me .' [bind me .'

Vet what thini; rem.iineth to fetter me, \\ hat lhin«j to

With whom i;in I stand in virtue's <;lori<>us strife?

I lath not mine husband a traitor been shown to his

wife ?

1 am wholly of home bereft, am of children bereft

:

Of the hopes unavailiiifj I cherished not one is left,

Who dreamed I should order all things well.

Yet naught ofth.it brid.il of horror tell.

Naught of the birth amid tears that befell.

Now nay—by the palace of Zeus st;ir-brightened. STu
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Kal rrjv eTT e'/Ltot? aKOTreXoicn ueav

\iixvri<; T ivvSpou TpiTCOVidoO'i

TTOTVtav uKrav,

ovKeri Kpv\lfw Xexo'it &>? ajepvwv

aTrovrjaafievT) pacov eaofiai.

(jTatovai Kopat SaKpvoicriv i/xai,

"^uX^ ^' "^7^^ KaKOf3ov\T]del(T

€K T av9pu)iTU)V €K T (idavaTcov,

880 XeKrpcov Tr/JoSora? axaplaTOV^.

0) Ta<; e7na(f)doyyou fxe\7ro)V

Ki6dpa<i evoirdv, dr dypavXaif

Kepaaiv iv dylrvxoi<i dx€i

/.lovadv vfivovi evax^^ov;,

aol pofi(f>dv, 0) Aaroi)? irai,

7rpo<? TafS' avydv avBdao).

l.Lapixaip(ov, €VT €K koXttov;

KpoKca TreVaXa (fidpeaiv ^SpcTrov

890 dvOiteiv ^/Jua-arTafyT}-

\evKol<i 8'
€fi(f)v^ Kapirolcnv

X^ipoiv €i<; dvTpov KOira<i

Kpavydv 'fi /xarep fi avhoicrav

^€09 6fi€W€Ta^

ay€<; dvaiBeia

KvirpiSi X^P'^ Trpdcracov.

TiKTco 5' a 8vaTav6<; <toi

KOVpOV, TOV (f>pLKa /LiaT/30?

et9 euvav /3d\X(o rhv cdv,

900 "va fie Xe;^6(Ti fiiXea p,e\eo<;

i^ev^co rdv hvaravov.
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By the watchtower crag wlicrr mv Cioddcss's

throne is,

By the h(»ly shore of the mere 'I'ritonis

riill-brininiing mid Libya's phiiii.

Mine outrage no more will I hide, that lightened

My l)osom niav be of its pain.

Mine eyes are a fountain of tears fast-wclling.

And mine hi art is betrayed and anguish-riven,

Ik-trayed of loycrs on earth, in heavm I

I yvill sjK-ak it, that thankless name forth telling,

And the tale of the traitor to love shall be given.

Lord of the seven-voiced lyre, who attunest the cry of

its strings, [note sings

L iider whose fmgers the lifeless awaketli, a sweet
From the horn of the ox of the field, the chant of the

Muses outrings

—

Child of I^tona, I cry to the Sun— I will publish

thy shame I (the Howcrs as I came
Thou, with thy tresses a-shimmer with gf)Id, through
Plucking the crocuses, heaj)ing my veil with their

gold-litten flame,

Oim'st on me, caughtrst the poor pallid wrists of mine
hands and didst hale

Unto thy couch in the cave,—" Mother! mother I" I

shrieked out my wail,

—

VVroughtest the j)leasure of Cypris : no shame made
the god-lover quail.

Wretched I bare thee a child, and I cast him with

shuddering throe [a bridc-bcd of woe.

Forth on thv couch where thou forcedst thy victim,

I^st—my jioor baby and thine ! for the eagles

devoured him :—and lo,
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oi^oi jxoi' Kal vvv eppei

TTTavoU apTracrdeU doiva

Trai? p-oi KOI (T0<; rXcLfKov,

av hi Kidapa K\d!^ei<i

910 7raiava<; peXircov.

(hf], TOP AaroO? au8w,

09 6p(f)av K\r]poi<i

7rpo9 ')(^pv(T€ov<; d(iKov<i Kal

'^/aia'i p.€crai]pei<i €8pa<;,

els ov<; avBav Kapv^w
iu> KaKo^ €uvaT(op,

09 Tfo peif e/j.(p vvp.(f)€VTa

)((ipiv ov 7rpo\a^(ov

TTtttS' et9 oi/cou<; olk[^€i<;'

6 8' 6/i09 yeveTa^ Ka\ o"o9 ci/xaOi)<;

oia)voi<; eppei avXadei^, [oiKela]

arrdpyava pxiTepo<; e^aWd^wi.
piaei cr' a Aci\o<; xat Sdcpva'!;

920 epvea <poivtKa wap d/SpoKopav,

h>da Xoxevpara akpv eXox^vaaro
Aaroi ^loiai ae Kapirol^;.

X0P02
o'i/xoi, peya^ 6j]aavp6<; a)9 uvoiyvvTai

KaKMv,
€(f)

olai Trci'i av €K8d\oi Scitcpv.

nAiAArnros
(!) dir/aTep, oIktov aov ySXeVwr e/XTriTrXapai

7rp6a-(i)7rov, e^co 8' iyevofxrjv yv(Ofn]<i e/Aj}9.

KOKcov yap apji Kvp, v7re^avr\(ov (fypevi,

irpvpvrjOev al'pei p, aWo aow Xoytov vtto,

ou<; eK/SaXovaa rail' itapear(orwv kukcov

930 p€rPj\$€>i aXXcou irripuTOiv Kaxaf 66ov<i.
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\'ictory-songs to thy lyre dust thou chant I I In, I

call to thee, son

Bom to Latona, Dispenser of Boding, on gold-

glcaniing throne

Midmost of earth who art sitting:—thine cars shall

be pierced with niv moan I 910

Ah, ra\ ishcr-bridegroom thou !

What ailed thee to give to niy sjkjusc—
Itequiting no service, I trow !

—

A son to be heir tf) his house ?

Hut my baby and thine, O heartless, was taken

For a prev of the eagles : long ere now

\\Cre the swaddling-bands of his inotlur fursak* n.

I liy Delos d»>lh hate thcc, thy bay boughs abhor thee,

Hv the palm tree of tVatlKiy froiidagc that rose 9"J0

\\ here in sacred travail I«-itona lM>re thcc

Unto Zeus for the fruit of her throes.

CIIORIS

Ail me, w ii.it migiity treasure-house is opened

Of sore affliction whereat all shall weep I

OLD sr.RVANT

Ail daughter, gazing on thy face I fill

With pity : yea, my mind is all distraught.

lor, while one surge of ills yet drowns mv soul.

High rolls astern another from thy words.

I'or, soon as thou hadst told tliy present ills.

Thou foUowedst the dark track of other woes. 9.30
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ri <f)T]<; ; riva Xoyov Ao^iou Karr]yopeL<;

;

irolov T€K€LU (})i)^ TTaldu ; ttov delvai TroXew?

Oripaiv (piXov rufiBeufi ; aveXde fxot irdXiv.

KPEOT5A

aia x,vPOfiai /xev a , w ykpov, \€^a> 8' 6p.(o<;.

nAiAArnros

6)<i crvaT€vd^€tv y^oJSa yevvaicix: (f)iXoi<;.

KPEOrSA
QKove roLvvv olcOa KevpoTrm? Trerpa^;

irpocr^oppov avrpov, a? Ma/c/ja? KixXijaKOfiev

;

nAiAArnros
olS', €vda Wavo^ dSvra Ka\ /Sofj-ol 7re\ac.

KPEOT2A
ivravd^ dyCova Setvov lY/coviapeda.

nAiAArnro2
940 Tiv ; fo)? aTravrd BuKpvd fxoi rot? <toI<; \oyot<i.

KPEOT2A
^01^(0 ^wPj^jr aKOvaa SvaTrjvov ydfiov,

nAiAArnro2
w 6uyaTep- ap" j)v TavO' d y ycyOopyjv eyco

;

KPEOT2A
ovK o?S'' dXjjdP] S' ft Xeyei^, (f)aii)fi€v civ.

nAiAArnro2
voaov Kpv(f)aiav j]vlk €<7T€V€<; Xddpa;

KPEOT2A
tot' rjv h vvv a 01 (pavepa a-rjfiaivco KaKu.

nAiAArnro2
Kar e^€KXe^a<; 'TrCo<; 'AttoWoji'O? ydfxovs ;

KPEOT2A
^TCKOV ui'da'\^ov ravT ifiov kXvwv, yepov.
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VVliat say'st thou? What dost lay to T.oxias' oharj^e?

What child hast borne? In Athens where didst cast

him
To pladden a living grave ?—tell yet again.

CriFASA

Ancient, I blush before thee, yet will tell.

OLD SERVANT
To weep with friends that weep, full well I know.

CREtSA
Hear then :—the Rocks of Cccrops knnwest thou,

Tlie Long Clifl' named?—^the northward-facing cave?

OLD SERVANT
I know : Pan's shrine and altars stand tlicreby.

CUKI .<A

I'ven there I agonized in that dread strife

—

OLD SERVANT
What ?— lo. how start my tears to meet thy words I 9 JO

CRELSA
Witli riioebiis linked sore loth in woeful bridal.

OLD SERVANT
-Ml daughter, was it this myself had marked ?

CREU8A
Had marked?— If sooth thou sayest, I will tell.

OLD SERVANT
riiy secret sighing as with hidden pain ?

CREL'SA

Yea ; then befell the ills I now lay bare.

OLD SERVANT
And how didst thou conceal Apolli)'s rape?

CREISA

I travailed— bear to hear my tale, old friend I

—
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nAiAArnro2
TTOv ; Tt? \o)(€V€i (T ; 17 fiovT) ^oxdels rdSe ;

KPE0T2A
fiovrj Kar avTpov ovirep e^ev')(9rjv 'yafiot,<;.

nAiAArnros
950 6 Trat? 8e ttov ^ariv, iva crv /j,t]K€t 179 airai'i ;

KPEOT2A
Tedvi)K€v, (t) yepaie, 6i]pa]v eKT€Oei<;.

nAiAArnro2
redvrjK ; ^AiroWcov 8' 6 KaKO<; ovSiv ypKCcrev

;

KPE0T2A
ou« rjpKea' "AfSou 3' eV B6fj.oi<; TratSeveTai.

nAiAArnro2
Ti? 7r//9 I'ii' e^eOrjKev ; ov yap 8>i av ye.

KPEOT2A

rj/j.et'i, iv op(f}VT] a7rapyai>co(xavT€<; TreTrXo/?.

nAiAArnro2

ov8e ^vvrjSei aoi t/? (!kO€<tiv reKvov ;

KPEOT2A
al ^v/j.(bopat ye kuI to XavOdveiv fiovov.

nAiAArnro2
Kat TTw? €v dvTpcp TTulSa (TOP Xnreiv cVX?;? ;

KPEOT2A
7rw9 8'; OLKTpd TroWa crTopuTO^ eK/SaXova' cttj/.

HAiAArnros

<f>€V'

9G0 t\i']p-wv av toX/it;?, 6 8e ^eo? /i-aXXov criSev,

KPEOT2A
et TralSd y el8e^ )(€ipa<; eKTeivovTci p,oi.

nAiAArnro2

fiaaTov BiooKovT 1) tt/jo? uY/caXa/? ireaelv ;

92



ION

OLD SERVANT
Who tended thee ? . . . . alone in trial's hour !

CREL'SA

Alone within the cave that saw my rape.

OLD SF.UVANT

And the bov, wlicre ?—that thou no niort- he cliildk-ss. 950

CRKISA

Dead is lic'j ancient,— unto beasts cjLst out.

OI.U sr.nvANT

I)rad?—and Apollo, traitor I hclpt'd thee naujjht ?

CHKUSA
II(lptd not. The child ib nursed in Hades' halls.

OLH SKHVANT
\S ho cist him forth ? Not thou—^O never thou I

CHEUSA
Even I. My vesture darkling swaddled him.

OLD SKKVANT
Nor anv knew the exposing of^he ehild ."'

CHELSA

None— Misery and Secrecy alone.

OLD SERVANT
llow eouldst thou leave thy babe within the cave?

CREUSA

-Ml how?—O pitiful farewells I moaned I

OLD SERVANT
Poor heart of steel I—O Ciod's heart harder yet

!

960

CREISA
Ah, hadst thou seen the babe's hands stretched to

me !

OLD SERVANT
Seeking the breast, the cradle of thine arms ?
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KPEOT2A
evTuva , IV ovk cov aoiK eiraa'^ev ef e/xou.

nAiAArnros
<ToX 5' e? Tt 5o^' etcrrj\0€v eK^aXelv tckvov ;

KPEOT2A
&)? Tw ^cor auxjovTa tov 7 avrou yovov.

nAiAArnro2

KPEOT2A
Tt Kpdra Kpvyjra^;, o) yepov, BaKpvppoet<;

;

HAiAArnros
at /cal Tzarcpa crov hv(jrv)(oi'VTa^ eicropcov.

KPEOT2A
ra6vi]Ta toiuvt- ovStv ev ravTM fxhei.

nAiAArnro2

970 ^^/ I'Ov er' otKTCOv, Ovyarep, avTexoip^Oa.

KPE0T2A
Ti 7«/3 /i€ XPh ^pdv ; uTTopia to hvaTV)(elv.

nAiAArr.ro2

to:' irpoiiov ahiKrjaaina a uttotlvov Oeov.

KPE0T2A
/cat TTw? Ta Kpeitxaw 6vt]to<; ova virephpapioi

;

nAiAArnro2

TTifiTrpy] T« aepva Ao^iov xp^JcrTtjpia.

KPE0T2A
SeSoiKa- Kcii vvv Trrifxaroyp dSt]v e;^o).

nAiAArnro2
ra SuraTu I'l^i' ToXfMijaov, avSpa crov Kzavelv.

KPEOT2A

al8ovfjL€6^ ei'm? Ta9 t6^ ?;:'t./c iaOXo'i yv.

nAiAArnro2

(ju 8' tiWa iraiBa Tov inl crol Tre^iyi'OTa.
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CREUSA

Where he lay not, and so had wronpf of me.

OLD SKIIVANT

And in what hiipe didst tliuii cast lurlh the babe ?

CIltjLSA

That the (Jud yet would save him— his own child.

OLH SEnVANT
Ah me, what tcnij)est wrecks thine house's weal I

CIIF.ISA

\\ hv dost thou, ancient, veil ihir.e head, ami weep?

OI,n SEHVANT

Seeinj^ ealaniil\, thy sire's and thine.

CUEISA

"lis man's Int : naui^ht contiiuulli at one slay.

ol.n SEIIVANT

Clinic we no more to wailin^s, daughter, imw. 97O

rilEUSA

What must 1 do?—so helpless misery is.

OLD SERVANT
Avcnj^e tlue on the (Jod who wronged thee first.

t UEi SA

lldw ?— I, a mc»rtal, triumph o'er the strong?

OLD SEKVANT

Set thou the torch to Loxias' holy shrine.

CIlEtSA

I fear:- even now I have enough of woes.

OLD SEKVANT
Then dare the thing thou canst: thine husband slay.

CKEISA

1 cannot—for old love and loyalty's sake.

OLD SEKVANT

The boy, at least, thus foisted u2)on thee.
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KPEOrSA
TTw^ ; el yap eh] Svvarov co<; Oe\oi/xl 7 av.

nAiAArnros
980 ^i(f>T](f>6pov<; croix; oirXicraa oiraova^.

KPE0T2A

aTeiy^oifi av aWa ttov yevjjaerai roSe ;

nAiAArnros
iepaXaiv ev aKrjvalatv, ov doivd (f)i\ou<j.

KPEOT2A
iTTLcnjfiov 6 <f>6vo<;, Kai to 8ou\ov daOeve^.

nAiAArnros
o)p.oi, KaKi^ei. (pepe, av vvv ^ovXeve re.

KPEOT2A
Kui p-i-jv e)(u> ye SoXta koi Spaarijpia.

nAiAArnro2
ufKpolv av ei7]V toIv6 vin^peri)^ eyco,

KPEOT2A
iiKOve joivvv olada yqyevfj fid^V^ !

nAiAArnro2
olB , i]V 'i>\€ypa TiyavT€<; eaTtjaav Oeol';.

KPEOT2A
iviavda Yopyov €T€Ke VP], Secvbv r€pa<i.

nAiAArnro2

990 y Traiaiv avrPj^ <7vp.p.axov, Oewv ttuvov ;

KPEOT2A
val' Kai viv eKTeiv 1) i^io<; \\aWd<i ded.

nAiAArnro2
ap ouTO? €(T0^ fivOo^ ov kXvq) irdXai ;

KPEOT2A
ravTi]<i AOdva Bepo^; eVl (jrepvoi<; e^ei.
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CREUSA

How ?—would 'twere possible I—how fain wouKl I '

OLD SKflVANT

With daggers ami the servants of thy train. 980

CREUSA
I will go straight :—but when to strike the bluw ?

Ol.n SEHVANT
In the pavilion, wliere he feasts his friends.

CREUSA
Murder in public— and by weakling thralls !

(tin SF.IIVANT

N\ oe ! thine heart fails. Uo thine own plotting now.

CUEUSA
I la, mine is secret guile and triumph sure.

Ol.n SERVANT
Vea, both? — then will I br thy minister.

CKEtSA
ilcar tIien:^thou knowcst of the F-irth born War?

Ol.r) SERVANT
Vea, giants stood in IMiU-gra 'gainst the Gods.

CRErSA

There llirth brought fortli the Gorgon, monster
dread

—

OLD SERVANT
To help htr sons, and press the Gods full h.ird ? 990

CREL'SA

Yea, and Zeus' Daughter, Goddess Pallas, slew it.

OI,D SERVANT
.Meseems I heard this legend long ago

—

CREUSA
Ilitw on her breast Athena bore its skin.
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HAiAArnros
f)v ar/iS' ovofid^ovai, UaWdSo'i aToXrjV ;

KPE0T5A
ToS' ea^ev opo/na Oecov or fj^ev el<i Bopu,

nMAArr.ros

TTOiov Tt fjLop(f)i)'i o'X'/A''' t;^oi^crcn' dypia<; ;

KPEOT2A
0(opaK e;^i5i^?;9 7r€pi^6\oi<; oiTrXiapevov.

HAiAArnros

Ti 5r;Ta, Ovyarep, rovro cro2<; i)(^dpol<; ^d^o<i ;

KPEOrSA
^Epi^Ooviov ola6' 1] ov ; ri 5 ov /xeXXei?, yepop

;

nAiAArnros

1000 ot' irpoijov vp.o)u irpoyovov e^ainjKe y?] ;

KPEOT2A
TOUTft) SiBcoaL TlaWa<i ovri veoyovw—r

nAiAArnro2

Tt )(^pP)pa ; fiiWov yap ti rrpoacpepcfi e7ro<;.

KPEOT2A

Biaaov<i crTa\aypov<; a'i/JXiTo<i rop^/ov<; utto.

nAiAArr.ros

la^vv eyovra^ Tiva tt/jo? dvOpcoirov <pvaiv ;

KPEOT2A

Tov fiev 6ava.aip.ov, top 5' dK€cr(f)6pov voacov,

nAiAArnro2

eV T0> KaOiiyfra-i^ dp.<^\ iraihl acoparo'i ;

KPEOT2A
)(pu<Tolcn Secr/iOif o 5e BiSaxr e/iw irarpt,,

nAiAArnro2
Keivov St KajOavovTO<; eiV cr' u<f)LK€TO ;

KPEOT2A
rat' /faTTi Kapiru) y avT eyco ;^e/3o? (pepco.
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OLD SERVANT

Ay, named the Aegis, Pallas's array ?

CREt'SA

Of (iods named, from her battle-eager charirc.

OLD SERVANT
What was the fashion of its grisly form ?

CREt'SA

A breastplate fenced with ring on ring of snakes.

OLD SERVANT
Hut, daughter, how shall this thing harm thy foes?

CREUSA

Knowest thou Eriehthonius ?— thou must.

r)Ll> •iKHVANT

First father of your line, whom earth brought forth ? IGOU

CREtSA
'1 o him gave Pallas in his hour of birth—

OLD SERVANT
What .'- thv word falters in the utterance.

CRELSA

Two drops of blood—of that same Gorgon's blood.

OLD SERVANT
Wiiat power have they upon the life of man ?

CREISA

l\»r death one, one for healing of disease.

OLD SKUVANT

.\iid hung them on the child —wherein enclosed .*

CREISA

A golden clasp. He gave it to my sire.

OLD SERVANT

And, when Erechtheus died, to thee it passed.'

CRELSA

\\'n ; and I bear it ever on my wribt.
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nAiAArr.ro2

1010 7rw9 ovv Ke/cpavraL Sltttvxov hwpov Oea<i

;

KPE0T2A
Koi\7]<i fi€V ocTTf? <f)\€/3b<; ciTriara^ev <^ov(p—

nAiAArnros
Tt Twhe ')(^pi)(jdai ; Bvvaaiv eK^epei riva ;

KPEOT2A
I'ocrou? uTreLpyei Kal Tpo(f)a<i €)(^et ^iov.

nAiAArnros
S€VT€po<; S' api6po<; ov \eyei<i ri Bpci ;

KPEOT5A
Kreivei, BpaKovToyv to? cop TUiv Topy6vo<i.

nAiAArnro2

€i<i ep Be KpaOevT avrov i) X(u/3<9 (f)op€L<i ;

KPEOT2A
')^(opL<i' KaK(p yap eadXov ov crupplyvvTai.

nAiAArnro2
CO (PiXruTi] iral, ttupt ^X^^'^ oacov ere Bel.

KPEOT2A
TOVT(p davelrai Tral^' av 6' o kt€lvo)v eaei.

nAiAArnro2

1020 TTou Kal Tt Bpu<ja<i ; crov Xeyeiv, ToXfidp 5' epuv.

KPEOT2A
eV rat? 'A^;;vaf9, 5w/x' oTai/ TOUfiov p-oXr}.

nAiAArnro2
ou/f eu To8' etTra?" /cat cru ya/a Tovfxbv ylreyeif;.

KPEOT2A
77(09 ; dp' vireiBov rovO' b Kcip^ ea^px^zai ;

nAiAArnro2
av iralBa Bo^ea Bio\taai, kcI pi] Kreveh.

KPEOT2A
6pO(b<:- (fyOoveiv yap <paai pr)Tpuia<; reKvoi<:.
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ION

OLD SERVANT
IIow is the Goddess' pift twofold ordained ? 1010

CRKL'SA

Each drop that welled in death from the hulloir vein—
OLD SF.nVANT

To what serves this? What virtue bcarcth il ?

CIIKLSA

Averts diseases, fostereth the life.

OLD SKUVANT

The second thou hast named—what dotth it ?

CIIEL'SA

Slayeth : 'tis venom of the Gorgon's snakes.

OLD SERVANT

Mingled in one, or several, dost thou l)»ar il ?

CRKLSA

Several : good with evil blcndeth not.

OLD SERVANT

() child, O dearest, thou hast all thy need I

CRKLSA

Hcrchv the lad shall die, the slayer thr)U.

OLD SERVANT

Where.'—by what deed ? Thou tell, and I will (l.ne. 1020

CREISA

111 Athens, when he cometh to mine home.

OLD SERVANT

111 rede is thine—as mine was in thy sight.

CREfSA

Ha, doth thine lieart's misgiving jump with mine.''

OLD SERVANT

Thou shouldst be umrdcress held, though innocent.

CREISA

Even so—the old tale of stepdame's jealousy.
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nAiAArnros
avTOv vvv avTov ktcIv , 'iv apvrjcrei i^ovovf;.

KPE0T2A
TrpoXd^Vfiai yovv xro -^povrp t^<? rjSovyj'i.

nAiAArnro2
Kal aov ye \r]a€i<; iroaiv a a€ crnevBei \aOelv.

KPEOT5A
olcr9 ovv Bpacrov ; ^€ip6<; 4^ ep,rj<; Xaj3oi)V

1030 ')(pva(op WOciva^ roSe, 7ra\aiov opyavov,

i\0(i)i> I'v >]piv /3ou6vr€i \d6pa iroai^;,

BeiTTVcov orav Xi'jjcoai /cal a7rovSd<; Oeot'i

fieWwai Xei^etv, iv TreVXof? exwv roBe

K(iOe<; /3aXo)v et? Trcofia tm veavla,

Ihia he, pLT) Ti frdcri, ;;^ft>p('cra? ttotov

rrp Tcov €pon> peXXoni Secnro^ecv Bop-wv.

Koi'TTfip SieXOr} Xaipov, oinroB^ 'i^€Tai

KXeiva^i W0jjva<;, Ka-rdavoiv 8' avTOv pevei.

nAiAArr.ro2

au p,€V vvv €i(TQ) 7rpo^€vo)v pWe^ TToBa'

1040 vp€i<; B
€(f)

M T€T(r/pe0^ eKTrovi'jTopev.

ay, CO yepaie 7701/9, v€av'ia<i yevov

epyoicri, kcI pr] Tfo ')(poi'fp Trdpecrrt aoi.

e^Opov S' eV dvBpa aTel)(€ Becnroroyv pera,

Kal avp(f>6v€V€ Kal avve^aipei Bopwv.
rrjv 8' evcre^eiav evrv^ovai pev KaXov
Tipdv OTOV Be TToXepiovi Bpdcrai KaKO)^

OeXrj Ti<?, ouSel? epTToBcDV Kelrai v6po<;.

XOP02
FiivoBia Ovyarep AdpaTpo'i, a rcov arp. a

vvKTiTToXfov e<f)6B(i)v f/i'aVcre/?,



ION

OLD SEKVANT

Here slay him, then : so shall avail denial.

CREISA

At least I shall the sooner taste that joy.

Ol.n SERVANT

Nor thy lord kmnv thy knowledge of his secret.

CRKl'SA

Know'st then thy part ? Receive thini from mine hand
Athena's golden vial, wrought of old.

Go where my lord holds this false sacrifice ;

And, in the l)aiiqiict's jiause, when men will pour

Wine to the (iods, this have thou 'neath thy cloak,

.\nd swiftly drop into the stripling's cup,

—

That for his drinking, not the general bowl,

—

I'.ven liis who seeks to lord it o'er mine house.

If once it pass his lips, ne'er shall he come
To glorious Athens : liere sliall he stay—dead.

Ol.n SKRVANT
Into thine host's house now withdraw thy foot

;

And 1 through mine appointed task will toil.

Come, aged foot, for deeds must thou grow young,

Though this be not by time vouchsafed to thee.

On, witli thy mistress on, against the foe!

Help her to slay and east him forth her home,
lair faith }—O yea, fair faith for fortune fair :

Hut, when ye would wreak vengeance on your foes,

Tiiere is no law that lieth in the path.

[I'.xciint CREUSA and old servant.

CHORUS (.9/,. I)

Goddess of Highways, Demeter's Daughter,^

Queen of the nightmare darkness-ranger,

' Hckatc, gocMpss of sorcery and secret poisoning. She
liauntcd places where roads crossed each other, and at night

sent up demons and phantoms from Hades.
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1050 fcal fiedafiepLcov oBcoaov hvcrdavdrwv

KpaTjjpci)v TrXTipcofiaT , i<b' olcri Trefirrei

TTOTVia TTorvL ipa )(dovLa<i

Topyou<i \aifj.or6/jL0)v cltto aTdXay/j.o)u

TO) Tcov ^Epe)(0€iSav

Bopcov i(})a7rrofj.evo)'

fir]8,€ TTOT aXXo9 dWoJV air oIkwv

TToXect)? avdaaoL

lOGO 7r\i]v TO)U evyeverdv ^Kpex^ciSav.

el S' aTe\?/9 6dvaT0<; cnrovZai re hecnroi-

va<^, 6 T€ Kaipo<; cnreicn ToXpas,

a re vvv (peper eXTrt?, y 6i}ktov ^i^o^ fj

XaipCov^ i^d-^et ^p6)(ov dp<^\ Setpjjv,

TrdSeai, irdOea 8' i^avvrova

el'i dXXa<i ^lorov Kdreiai popc^d';.

ov yap hopoiv 7 krepov^;

1070 dpy^ovTa<i aXXoSairov^

^ojcrd TTOT oppdrwv iv ^aevval'i

avtyoLT CIV avyal<;

a TCOV eviraTpioav yeyoia oik(ov.

alaxvvopxiL tov iroXvvp.vov

Oeov, €i Trapd KaXXi)(^6poiai 7raya2<;

Xap-TrdSa dewpov ecKaBcov

' Scaliger : for MSS. Satuccw.
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Guide thou the hand that for noontide slaughter 1050

Shall fill uj) the chalice, niy lady's avenijcr.

Which bcarcth the venoin-<routs that fell

From the neck of the Gordon, the fiend of hell.

My lady's f^reetin<x-<;ift to the strani^er

That usurpeth Ereehtheus' royal sway.

That an alien of alien strain in our Athens never
may rcif^i.

But the noble Erechtheids—none save thev ! lOGO

(./«/." 1)

I3ut—the death unaccomplished?— the deed un-
abetted

Of the hour, and my mistress's purposes ended.
And the hopes that upbore her?—remains the

sword whetted; [pended
;

Kemaineth the neck in the death-noose sus-

And, by agony ending the agony-strife,

Shall she pass to the life beyond this life.

For never this queen from kings descended
Shall endure that the sj^lendour-light of her \f>'0

eyne, [the ancient hall

No, not while she liveth, should fall on the shame of

Ruled by the uj)start of alien line.

Shame for the God oft-chanted i (Sir. 2)
In hymns, if /le,-

Beside the fountains haunted
Of dances, see

* Dionysus, worshipped in the Elousinian Mysteries with
Demcter and Persephone. Tlio 20th of BoCdroniion was
ushered in by a vast torchlight procession in which those
newly initiated, who had kept vigil in the temple, joined.

' Ion, whose presence, as that of an alien by blood, would
be profanation, yet whose initiation could, £i3 a matter of

policy, not be avoided.
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oyfrerai ivvv)(^io<; av7rvo<; a>v,

0T€ Koi Aib^ acrTepo3iTo<i

avexopevaev alOi'jp,

lOSO ^opeyet Se aeXdva

Kal TrevTijfcovTa Kopai

Ni/peo?, at Kara ttovtov

aevuojv re TroTa/xwv

5tVa9 ')(opev6fi€i'at,

rav )(fivao(T7e(f>avov Kopav

Kol funepa aep-vciv

"v iXiri^ei ^acriXevcreiv

dWcov TTovov eicrirecroov

6 ^^oi(jeio<i iiXuTa^.

1090 opaO^ ocroi hv<JK€Xdhoi(Tiv

Kara fiovcrav lovt€<; cieiSeO vjjlvoi^

afieTcpa Xe'^ea Kal yd/j,ov^

K.v7rpiBo<i ddep-iTovi dvocriov;,

ocrov evcre^ia KpaTOv/.i€v

aBiKOv dpoTOV dvhpMV.

'7ra\ifi(f)af.io<i doiSa

Kal jxova etV avBpa<; ito)

5ucr/ce\a5o? dfi(j)l XcKTpwv,
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With eyes lontj held from sleep

Tiiat Twentieth Dawn uplcap.

See the torch-river's sweep, ere darkness flee,

When dances heaven star-gl.incing

Adoringly.

When the white moon is daiicing, lOiO

And Heath the sea

The Nereids' dance ein-in<js

The eternal river-springs,

And their full chorus sings Persephone

Ciold crowned, and our Karlh mother—

-

Awful is she I

—

Shall he press in, that other,

To sovrantv ?

Shall not his hopes he foiled ?

—

Where kings and heroes toiled. [fee ?

Shall that proud realm be s|M>ilcd, a vagrant's

Mark—ye whose strains of slander (^Anl. 2) 1090

Scourge evermore
Woman in song, and brand her

\N anton and whore,

—

How high in virtue's place

We pass men's lawless race,

Nor spit in viper-lays your venom-store ;

But let the Muse of taunting

On men's lieads pour

Her indignation, chanting

Her treason-lore ;

Sing of the outraged maid
;

Tell of tlie wife betrayed

By him who hath displayed his false heart's

core,

—
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heiKvvai <yap 6 Afo9 ix

1100 TTaiBcov afxvy]fioavvav,

ov Koivav reKecov rvxciv

ol/coKTi, (f)VTev<Ta<;

Becnrotva' irpo^ 8'
^K^pohnav

ciWav defjLevo<i X^^P^^
vodov iratSb'i eKvpaev.

GEPAnnN KPEOT2H2
K\eivrjv, yvvaLKe^;, ttov Koprjv 'E/?e;^^C(y<?

hicnroivav evpco ; 7ravTa)(yj yap aar€(o<;

^rjr(t)v viv i^iTrX-qaa kovk e;^aj Xa^eiv.

X0P02
Tt S" eariv, o) ^vvBovXe ; tl<; irpoOvfiia

1110 TTohoiv e;^6t ere, Ka\ Xoyovi riva<i (f)ep€t<;

;

©EPAnnN KPEOT2H2
OtjptofieS • apxo.\ 8' uTTixft^pioi x^ovo'i

^T)T0V(7iv avTifjv, 0)9 davT] TreTpovfievrj.

X0P02
oifioi, Tt \e^€f9 ; ovTi ttov XeXrjixp.eOa

Kpv<^aLov ei9 TratS' eKTTopl^ovaai <p6vov ;

©EPAnnN KPEOT2H5
€yv(o<;' fiede^ei^i h ovk iv vardroi^; kukov,

X0P02
axjiOr] Be ttw? to, KpvTTTa /njxcivtjfiaTa ;

©EPAnnN KPEOT2H2
TO p.^^j hiKaiov tP)<; 8lk7}<; ijacrcofiei'ov

e^jjupev 6 6e6<i, ov fiiavOijvai deXwv.

X0P02
7rw9 ; avTiu^o) a ik€ti^ e^enrelv TtiBe.

1120 ireTTvafievai yap el davelv i)ijm^ xP^^^i
ijScov av Odvoi/iev, eW opav (jxio^.
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This son of Zeus,^ who flouted 1100

A queen's lieart, sore

With cliildless hunger, scouted

Trotli-plight of yore :

Her right aside he thrust,

And mocked a nation's trust

For one that to liis hist this bastard bore !

Enter servant in haste.

SERVANT
Where, damsels, shall I hght upon our mistress,

Erechtheus' daughter? All throughout the town
Seeking her have I ranged, and find her not.

cnouL's

What is it, fellow-thrall ? What hot-fuot haste

Possesseth thee ? What tidings bcart-st thou ? 1110

SERVANT
We are hunted I Vea, tlie rulers of the land

Are seeking her, that she may die by stoning.

CHORUS
Ah me I what say'st thou? Are we taken then
Plotting the secret murder of yon lad ?

SERVANT
Vea, thou wilt share the doom—nor thou the last.

CnORLS
How were the hidden stratigeras laid bare ?

SERVANT

'ihe essay of right to vanquisli wrong the God
Discovered, lest his temple be defiled.

CHORTS
How?—suppliant I beseech thee, tell it out.

For, knowing all, if I indeed must die, 1120

Death should be easier—yea, or sweeter life.

* Xuthu3, desceiuled through Aeolus from Z^us.
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eEPAnflN KPEOT2H2

iirel 6eov fiavrelov wver' ixXiTroov

TToai'i l\peovay]<i, iralca top Kaivov \a^uiv

'B.ovOo^ yikv utyjcT €i>Oa trvp jn^ha 6eov

^aK-)(€.lov, 0)9 crcpayalcri Aiovvaov 7rirpa<i

Sevaeie Bt(Tara<i 7rai86<; uvt oirjiipLOiv,

\e^a<;- au fi€v vvv, reKVOV, ap.(f)j)p€i<; fievcov

(TK'qva.'i avian) t^ktovcov pLO)(di]pa(Jiv.

1130 Ovcra^ Se 'yeverai'; Oeolaiv i)v fiUKpov xpoi'ov

jjLevw, irapovai BaiT€<; tcxTcoaai' c^iXoi?.

Xa^wp 8e p6(j\ov^ fyX^^' ^ ^^ I'cai'ia'i

aefivMi aTOLXov<; 7rtpi/3o\a'i (TKt]vo)/j.dT(OP

6pdoardTai<i iBpveO', 7)\lov ^o\a<;

/faXw9 (f)v\d^a<;, ovt€ Trpo<i p-eaa^ (f)\oy6<i

uKTii'a<i, ovT av irpoi TeXevTwaa'i /Slop,

irXiOpov aradp.tjaa'i fiPjKo^ et? evycopiap,

fi€Tpi)jx exovaav rovv fiecrcp ye fivpicop

TToScop dpiOpuv, C09 Xeyovaip oi aocpoi,

1140 a)«? irdpTa Ae\(f)a}p Xaop eh Oolvtjv koXcov.

Xa^cop 8 iKpdapad lepa Orjaavpcop Trdpa

KaTecKLate, Oavpar dvOp(t)7roi<; opdv.

7rpci)T0v pev opo(^(p iTTepvya Trepi/SdXXec TreTrXcop

dvdOijpa At'ou 7raiBu<;, ou9 llpaKX€r)<i

Wpa^opoyp CKvXevpaT ip'eyKev OeCp.

€pf]p 8' v(f)aPTal ypdp.p.acrip roiaiB' v(f)aL'

Ovpavof; dOpoi^cop darp ep alOepo<i KVKXtp-

I'ttttou? pep i'lXavp^ et? reXevTuiav (fiXuya
' HX/O'f, €(f)eXK(op Xapirpop ILcnrepov (fido<;.

1150 peXdp7r€7rXo<; Be Xi)^ dcreLpcorov ^uyoc<i

oxfjp, eiraXXev ucrrpa S' wpdpTei Oed.

llXeias p.ep f/ei p.ecfoiropov Bl cudepo<i,

no



ION

SERVANT

Soon as Creusa's lord had left the fane

Of Pliut'biis, takiii/j his new son with hira

For that thanksgivin<^-fcast and sacrifice.

Xuthus went up to where the Wine-^od's fire

Leaj)S heavenward, to make wet with victims" blood

Dionysus' twin rocks for the son new-found ;

And spake, "Abide now, son, and set thou up
A wide-embracinLT tent by craftsmen's toil.

If, sacrificing to the Birlh-guds, long lir>0

I tarry, feast thy friends assemljled there."

So took the calves and went. And now the v<iiilli

The uiiwalled j)avili(»n's compass solemn!

v

With tall masts reared, with good heed lest the sun

.'should dart therein his shafts of midnoon-fiame,
( )r the slant javelin-gleanis of dying day.

:\ hundred feet he meted out fourstjuare,

—

Having for compass of its space within

1 en thousiind, us the cunning craftsmen sav,

—

As bidding to the feast all Delphi's folk. 1140

\\ ith sacred tapestries from the treasuries

He screened it, marvellous for men to see.

lirst with a canopy of shawls he ceiled it,

The offering of Zeus' son, which Hercules

Brought to the God, the Amazonian spoils.

Therein were webs of woven bl.i/onry ;

—

Heaven shepherding his sUirs in folds of air:

His steeds the Sun drave to their goal of fire.

After him drawing the bright Evening Star,

And sjible-vestured Night \\ith team of twain 1150

Upfloatcd ; and the stars companioned her.

The Pleiad swam her mid-sky path along.



ION

"Ap/CTO? crrpicpovcr ovpala )(pva-i)p€t ttoXw.

kvkXo^ Be 7rava€\r]vo<; tjkovti^^ uvoi

ixfjvo^; Cii\Ti]p-q<i, 'Ta'^e? re vavTi\oi<i

aa(^eazaTov arjpLelov, rj t€ ^(ua^opo?
"E&J? hiijoKova aa-pa. Toi\oiaiv €7ri

ij/XTrta^ev aWa /Bap^upwv v<^ai7paTa,

IICO €VJ)peTpLOv^ vai"i avrla<i 'EXXr;z'icr»',

KoX fii^6$T]pa<; <pa)Ta<i, /TTTre/a? 7' aypa<;,

i\d<p(i}v \e6v7cov t dypicov Orjpdfxaza.

Ka~ €1(t6Sov<; Be KeKpo—a Ovyarepayv TreXa?

aireipaiaiv eiXiaaovr , \\di)i'ai<i}v Tivb<;

uvddiifui' \pva€Ov<i T eV fiiaro avcairioi

Kpartjpa^ earija . (v 8' aKpoicrt fSd'i irocri

fcfjpv^ dv€iTr€ Tov OiXovr iy^wpioiv

it Baira ^topelv. cIk 8' iTrXjjptoOrj areyrj,

arecpdvoicri KocrpLT}6(.v7e<; €vu-)(6ov fiopd<i

1170 *r^'-',\V'' tVX»;/30i'r. a)f 8' aretcav i)Boi>t]V,

aK}]Vi}<i * TzapeXOwv 7rpea-^v<; €i<; fxeaov ireCov

taji), yiX(ov 6' tOyj/ce avvBeiirvoi'; ttoXw,
irpoSvpM. Trpdacrtov €K re 701/3 Kotoacrcov vB(op

')(€polv eTTf/iTre viinpa, Ku^eOvfiia

Cfivpvrjt IBpioTa, xpvaioiv r iKTrcofidTwv

i)PX • aiTo? avTcp TovBe 7rpoaTd^a<; ttuvov.

€7ret 6' e? auXoi'? t/^oi/ €<r /cparfjpd re

Koivov, yepcov eXf^'' dipapTrd^eiv )(^p€iov

olv-qpa T€vx^T) (TfiiKpd, ueydXa 8' €ia<f>(p€ii',

11 SO o)^ d'laaov eXOcocr^ o'lC e? T]Bova<; (^pevoiv.

rjv Bi-j <f>€p6vT0)v fjLO^Oot dpyvpyjXdroV'i

Xpv(T€a<; T€ <A/a\a<f 6 6e Xa/Soov (^aipcrov,

a>9 TO) x/e&) 81; BeaTTOTTj ^dpiif (ftepcov,

Barnes : to ropply lacuna in MSS.
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ION

And sword-bcgirt Orion ; and, above, [sphere.

The Bear's tail wheeletl around the gold-geninied

The Moon's full circle of the jwrted month
Shot silver shafts: tiie Hyads, surest sign

To sliij)men ; and the Light ujilifter, Dawn,
Chasing the star-rout. And uj)on the walls

Draped he yet ollur orient tajiestries :

(ialleys with oars that chargccl on ships of Greece, 1160

Monsters half-brute, steeds flying in tl»e chase,

I luntings ef stags and lions of the wold.

At the doors Cecrops coiling spire on spire

Amidst his daughters— some .Vthenian's gilt

Of worship. In the banquet's midst he set

The golden IkiwIs. Fi)rth stately jvicing then

A herald cried, " What Delphian will soe'er.

Come to the feast! " And when the tent was
thronged,

\N'ith garlands crowned they salijfied their souls

\\ ilh plenteous meat. And when they would no more, 1170

.An old man entered in, and in their midst

.^tiKxl, and his busv zeal oft stirred to mirth

The banqueters. He drew from drinking-ewers
\N ater for cleansing hands; for incense burnt
H.ils.-un of myrrh, and of the grdden cups
TcKjk charge—yea, laid this office on himself.

Hut when the flutes 'gan play, and m.ozer-bowls

Were nnxed, the greybeard spake, *' Take hence
forthright

These tiny wine-cups—ample beakers bring.

That my lords' hearts the sooner may be merry." IISO

Then toiled we bearing goblets silver-chased

And golden ; and he took a chosen one,

.•\s rendering worship to his new-made lord.

>i3
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eBcoKe 7r\y]p€<i t6i);^09, et? olvov ^aXcov

6 <f>acn Bovvai (pdpfiaKOv Bpaan'jpiov

hecnroivav, &)? Traiv o I'c'o? eKXiiroi <f)(io<;'

KOvBeU rdS' yjSeiv ev x^polu exovri he

<j7Tovha<; fier ctWcov ttciiSI rw 7re(f)7]vort

^XaacprjfiLav ri<i oiKercov iSOey^aro'

1190 o B\ &)9 fV i€pu) fidvTecTLV T iadXoU Tpa(f)€L<i,

oldivov WeTO, KUKiXeva aWov veov

KpaTijpa irXepovv ra? 5e irpiv a-jrovha^ Oeov

BiScoai yaia, irdai t' iKcnr^vheiv Xeyei.

ciyi] 6' vTTtfKdev. eic 8' eTTLfxirXafiev Bpoaov

Kpari)pa<{ iepoix; llv^Xivov re Traj/xaro?.

Kuv TwBe fiox^fp TTTvi'of elcrTTLTnei B6/j.ov<;

Kiofio<i ireXeiMV' Ao^iov yap ev Bofj.oi'i

drpeara vaiovcr^- u><; 8' uTrecnreiaav piWv,

et9 avTo X^''^'/ 7r(op.a7o<i K€XP^ip-€vai

1200 KaSeiaav, cIXkov 6' €V7rTepou<; eV auve'va?.

/fa I Tats" /iei* «\Xaf9 dvoao<i i]v \ot^t) deov'

t) 8' e^er' ev^' 6 /caii-o? ecrreiaev y6vo<;,

TTOToO t' iyevaar, €v6v<; evirrepov Befia^;

ecretae Kdj3dK)(evaev, €k 6' t/cXay^^ oira

d^vv€Tov ald^oucT ' edd/i^tjaev Be 7rt/f

doivaTopwv dficXo<i 6pvt0o<; iruvovi'

dvTjcjKei 8' d7ra(T7raipovaa, (poiviKOcrKeXei^;

XV^d^i irapelaa. yvfivd 6 e'/c iriTrXcov fieXj}

virep Tpa7re^T)<; y^ o fiavreuTOf; y6vo<{,

1210 y3oa Be- Ti'f fx efieXXev dvOpui-rrcov Kravelv ;

ai']fiaive, Trpecr^v ai) yap »; TrpoOufita,

Ka\ 7ro)/j.a x,^ipo<; (T)j<; eBe^dfiijv irdpa.

€vOv<; 3' epevva ypalav o)Xevi]v XajSuyv,

iiT avTO<pd)p(o irpea^vv 0)9 e^ovd^ eXot.

114



ION

And gave the clialice hriiimied, first casting in

Tlic drug dcalh-wurking, which our mibtrtss gave,

Men say, that her new son might leave the hglit.

None marked ;—but as the god discovered heir

Raised with the rest the (lod's cup in his hand,
He heard some servant sj)eak a word unmeet.
He, temple-reared, perfect in iKKlement-lore, 1190

Held it for ominous, bade fill up with wine
Another bowl ; that fir-^t drink offering

He cast to earth, and l)ade all do the like.

Then fell a hush. With water brimmed we up
And lUbline wine the saered mixing-bowls.

Then midst our toils a Might of doves dropt down
In the pavilion ; for in Loxi.is' iialls

L'nfrayed they dwell, and when nien spilled the

wine,

The thirsty innocents dipped their beaks tiierein,

And drew it down their dainty-feathered throats.

And none the God's libation harmed— Siive one,

Which lighted where tl)c new heir spilled the wine.

She sipped the drink—her dainty-featiiered frame
(Quivered and staggered : an unmeaning scream '

.Siie shrilled of anguish : marvelled all the throng
Oi' l)an(jueters to see her agonies.

One fierce convulsion—the pink claws uncrampcd ;

.\nd she was dead. Tliat child of prophecy
Hared of his cloak his limbs, leapt o'er the board.

Shouting " Who giteth about to murder me.' 1210

Old man, declare I

—

thine was the eager zeal,

—

Yea, from thine hand did 1 receive the cup!
"

He clutched his withered arm, he searched him o'er

To take the ancient in the very fact.

' Tlie ordinary note of the 'uird was sigaificant in augury.

"5
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IfiN

oxbOt) 8e fcal /careiTT ava'yKaa9e\<i fi6yi<i

ro\/j.a<; Kpeoucr?;? iroijiaTO'i re fij]^avu<;.

del 3' €vdv<; e^co (7vX\a/3(ov Ootvdropa<;

o 7rv()6)(^py](no^ Ao^lou veavia<s,

Kav Koipdvoiai WvdiKol<; crra^et? Xiyei*

1220 M yaca ae/xv/], rfj^ ^Epe^Oeo)^ vtto

^ivT}^ yvvaiKo^ (ftappuKoiai OvtjcTKopev.

^eXtpMP 8' dvaKT€<; copiaav 7r€rpoppi(f>!]

davelv epi]V Becnroivav ov yp-Zjcjio) piu,

Tov lepov &)9 KTCLvovcrav ev t avuKTopoc^

<p6vov Tidelaav. Trdcra 8e ^yjrei 7r6\i<:

Tijv (iO\i(o<; airevcracrav udXiav oBov
ttulBcov yap tXdova-^ ei? epov ^ol^ov irdpa,

TO (Toypa Koivrj Tot<? reKi>oi<i dircoXeaeu.

X0P02
ouK ecTT ovK tariv Oavdjov

1230 TraparpoTrd peXea por
<f)avepd yap <f)av€pd t«8' 17877

airovhd'i €K Aiovvcrou

^orpvfov 9od<; €^LSva<s

arayucri piyvvpeva^ (^uv(p,

(pavepd Ovpara veprepcov,

avp(f>opai piv ^pw /9t&),

\evaipoi he Kara^OopaX hearroiva.

Tiva <f)vydv Tnepoeaaav 1)

'X0oVO<i VTTO aKOTLCOV pV)((OV

1240 TTopevdo), Oavdrov \evaipov drav
d7ro(f)€vyov(Ta, reOpiTnroyv

wKLarav ^^aXdv e7ri^da\

rj 7rpvpva<; tVi vawv ;

OVK e(JTL Xadelv, ore prj ^(prji^cov

d6o<; iKKXeiTTei.
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ION

Detected, tortured, scarce even then lie told

Creusa's desperate deed, the jxiison-plot.

Straii^htwav, the feasters with him, hurries forth

'Die stripliii<T fjiven by Loxias' oracle.

Before the Pythian nobles stands, and cries,

"O hallowed land, by poison is my death 1220

Sought of Erechtheus' child, the alien dame !

"

Then Dclj)hi's lords by frcneral vote decreed
That from the precipice hurled my queen should die,

As comj)assing a priest's death, planning nuirder

Within the precinct. All the city seeks her
Who sped on wretched mission wrctchedlv.

Drawn by desire of babes to Phoebus' fane.

She hath lost her life and children therewithal.

CHORUS
There is no hiding-place f/om death for me,

None : woe is me, it is the end ! 1230

All is laid bare for all men's eyes to see

—

The cup, the murder blend

Of gouts of viper-blood swift for life's quelling,

Mid Bacchus' clusters shed
;

Drink-ofrering—yea, to them in darkness dwelling,

Gods of the dead.

Ruin is my life's portion—ah, her doom '

Stones raining death uj)on my queen !

Oh had I wings, or could but plunge to gloom
Under the earth, to screen

Mine head from horror of the stones down beating !

Oh, borne on four-horsed ear, 1240

To hear the hurrying hoofs !—to see waves fleeting

Astern afar

!

There is no hope,—except a God befriending

Should snatch us from men's sight.
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Tt TTOT , ft) fieXea hecnroiva, fievei

"^^XV ^^ "T^adetv ; apa deXovaai
hpaaai. ri kukov tou? 7r€Xa<; avral

7r€i(T6fjL€0\ ioairep to hiKaiov ;

KPE0T2A

1250 7rp6(T7ro\ot, BioyKopecrda Oavacrifiov<; iirl acpayd';,

Tivdia •^>')<j)ri) KpaTi^dela, eKSoTO<; Be ytyvofj.ai.

X0P02

Hafiev, 0) rdXaiva, ra? era? avfK^opd<i, iv el

TVXV'i'

KPE0T2A

TTol ^ir/<a 5>}t ; e/c yap oikwv irpovKa^ov fi6yi<;

TToSa,

fit] Oavelv kXott]] h d(f)iyfiai Bta<f)vyovcra TroXe-

fiiov<;.

XOP02

7704 B' av dXKoa i) irl ^(Ofiov ;

KPEOT2A

Kal 7t fioi TrXiov roBe ;

X0P02

iKCTiv ov 6ep.i^ (^oveveiv.

KPEOr2A

Tco j'oyLfv) Be y oXXvfxai.

X0P02
')(cipia y aXovcra.

KPE0T2A

KaX fir]V oiS" dywvicrral iriKpoi

Bevp eireiyovjai ^i^-qpei^.
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ION

O hapless queen, upon thy hfe what ending
Of agony sliall H^ht

!

O God ! is justice' sword on us descending,
Wlio thouglit to smite ?

Enter CREusA in haste.

CHEUSA

Maidens, I am chased : the blood-liounds are upon
my track to slay

; l'2oO

For the Pythian vote hath doomed me, given me up
to be their prey !

cHonrs
Hapless queen, we know it, know the ruin over-

shadowing thee.

CREUSA

Whither fly? What refuge? Scarce from forth the
house my feet could flee

Krc the death rushed in. Through throngs of foe-

men slipt I stealtliily.

CHORUS
What thy refuge save the altar?

CREUSA

How shall this avail my need ?

CHORUS

Inqnous 'tis to slay the suppliant.

CREUSA

Yet the law my death decreed.

CHORUS

Ay, but first their hands must hold thee.

CREUSA

Lo, the swords !—tliey come, the feet

Of the ministers of death !
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X0P05

i'^6 vvv irvpa^ eTTi.

rjv Oavrjf; yap ivOdS' ovaa, T0i9 airoKTeivacn ere

12C0 TrpoarpoTraiov atpa 07]aei<;' olariov he tijv rv)(i]V.

ir.N

0) Tavp6p.op(f)OP opjiia K?/<^fcroi) Trarpo^,

o'lav exihvav t/jvS' t<pv(ja<: i] 7rupo<i

SpuKOVT uva^XeirovTa cpoiviav (pXoya,

7} ToX/jLa TTCLcr evecmv, ovS* ijcraoiv e<^v

Topyov'i aToXaypoyv, 6l<i cfieWe fie Kjavclv.

\u^vaO\ iv avTij'i tov<; aKripdTOV<; ttXokov^

Kop.!]^ KaTa^i'/voyai Tlapvaaov TrXa/ce?,

uOev Trerpalov dXpa ciaKJjOijcreTai.

iaOXov 3' eKvpaa haipoi>o<i, 'irp\v e? irdXiv

1J70 pdXelv AOfjvoiv y^viro firjTpviav ireaelv.

ev (Tuppdxoi^ yap dvepeTpijadprjv (^peva<;

ra<; era?, oaov poi irrjpxi hvapein]^ r e<^v<i'

eicro) yap av pe irepi^aXoixra Siktvcov

apBrjv civ e^eiTep'>^a<i ei<i"Ai8ov B6pou<;.

«XX' ovre ^(opo^ out AttoXXcovos 86po<;

aoxjeL <j . 6 S' o1kto<; o <ro9 €p,ol Kpelcraoyv irdpa

Koi pi]Tpl Tj]pfj- Kal yap el to acop,d p.oi

airecniv auT>}?, rovvop, ovk aireari tto).

Xheade Ti]v iravovpyov, ex Te^vr]<; Te^vrjv

1280 o'lav eirXe^e' /Scopbv eirrrj^ev deov,

0)9 ov hiK-qv Siocrouaa Twv elpyaapievaiV.
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ION

CHOULS
Upon the altar take thy scat

;

For, if here they slay thee, shall thy blood to heaven
for ven<j;tance call

On the murderers.

[cuEUSA seals Itcrscif on l/ic allar, gr(isj)iiig

it with her hands.

So:—and now to bear what fate soe'er befall. IJCO

Enter ION with armed 7nen followed by a crowd.

ION

O funn bull-shapen of her sire Cephisus,^

What viper of thy blood is this, or what
Dragon up-glaring murderous flame of fire !

Full of all hardiliood, not less fell she is [death.

Than Gorgon's blood, wherewith she sought my
Seize lier !— Parnassus' jagged terraces

Shall card the dainty tresses of her hair,

When quoitwisc down the rocks she shall be hurled.

grace of fortune, ere to Athens town
1 came, and fell beneath a stcpdame's ])ower, I'JTO

Hrgirt with friends I sounded thy soul's depths,

Knew thee my bane, and measured all thine hate!

For, had tliy nets ensnared me in thine home.
Me with one fling thou hadst hurled to Hades' halls.

Nay—not the altar, not Apollo's house
Shall save thee ! Ruth for thee I—r.ither for me
And for my mother:—though she be afar

In body, ever her name is in mine heart.

See her, vile monster ! Webs on webs of guile

She weaves ! At Phoebus' alUir hath she crouched, 1280

As though she should not suffer for her deeds

!

Beckons to the guards, who advance irresolutely.

' Praxithea, Creusa'a mother, was grand-daughter of tliia

River-god.
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uTrevveTTM ere /xyj KaraKTelveiv ifie

ICN

KPEOrSA
KUTUKTe

virip T eyuai'Tf/? tou 6eov 0" "v eaTafiev.

inN

Tt 5 eCTTl ^PoljSfp CrOL T€ KOIVOV €V flicTfp /

KPE0T5A
lepov TO ao)/jia tm Beui BlScofi e-)(€iv.

KUT €KTave^ (TV (f)ap/jL(ifcoi<; rov tov Oeov ;

KPEOT2A
aW ovKeT yjcrOa Xo^iov, 7rarpo<; Se crov.

inN

dX\ eyevo/jLeada, 7raTpo<; dirovaiav^ Xeyw.

KPEOT2A
ovKovv TOT ))ada ; vvv 8' iy(o, av S' ovk€t el.

IHN

ovK evaejSi'}^ yc Tcipa S' evae^f) tot yv.

KPEOY2A
€KT€ivd a ovTa TToXefxiov B6/jL0i<; efj.ol<i.

inN

ovTOi (Tvv 07rXof9 rfkOov eh ti]v crtjv ^Oova.

KPE0T2A
pdXiTTa' fcdTTifiTrpa^ y ^Kpe')(6ew<i B6fj,ov<;.

inN

TTo'ioiaL Travoh *} 7rupo<; iroLa c^Xoyl

;

KPEOT2A
e/xeXXe<; ol/celv Ta/x, ijiov ^ici Xa/9coy.

inN

7raTp6<; ye y?]V BiB6vto<; r)v eKTrjcruTO.

KPE0T2A
T0t9 AloXov 8e 7rw9 fieTrjv tj)9 naXXaSo9 ;

1 Seidler : for 5' ovalai' of MSS.
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ION

CREUSA

I warn tlieo, slay mc not— for mine own sake.

And the God's sake, upon wliose floor we stand I

ION

IMioebus—and thou? Wliat part hast thou in Phoebus?

CUKUSA

Myself I give to the God, a sacred thing.

ION

ihou sacred ?—who didst poison the God's child !

CREUSA

Thou Loxias' child I—his never, but thy sire's.

ION

His I became while father 1 had none.

CREISA

Ay, then :— now, I am liis, thmi his no more.

ION

Blasphemer !—his ? His reverent child was I. 1290

CREUSA

I did but seek to slay mine liouse's foe.

ION

/ came not sword in hand against thv land.

CREUSA

No?—Thou wouldst set Erechtheus' halls aflame.

ION

Yea ? With what brands or with what flame of fire ?

CREUSA
In mine house wouldst thou dwell, take mine by force.

ION

Take ?—my sire gives the land that he hath won.

CREUSA
What part have Aeolus' sons in Pallas' land ?
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inN

inN

OT7\oi(Tiv avTt'jV, ov \6yoi<; eppvrrrtTo.

KPEOT5A
eTTLKovpo'i oiKj'jTwp J av ovK €17) ^Oov6<;.

ir.N

KuTrena tov pLeWeiv fi uTreKreiv€<; (p6/3(p ;

KPF.0T2A

o)? p.1) Ouvoi/xL y, el av fxr) /xeWcov rv^od.

<f)0ovei<: U7rai<i ova , el 7raT»;/3 i^rjvpe fie.

KPE0T2A
av TO)v (iT€Kvo)v B)]T (ivap7rda€i<i B6fiov<; ;

inN

-qficv Be 7 aWrt '7raTptKij<i ovk yv fi€po<; ;

KPEOrSA
6a' aairi^ 67^09 ()'• ijde ao\ Tra/nrijaLa,

iriN

exXenre fioypLov Kal OerjXuTov; €Spa<i,

KPEOT2A
T>]v ai]v OTTOV aoi p.'qTep earl vovOeret.

inN

av 5' ovx vc^e^ei^; ^Tjpiav, Kretvova^ epe ;

KPEOT2A
T)v 7' eVxo? aBvTcov rtovSe p€ a<pd^ai 6e\rj<;.

inN

T19 Tjhoviq aoL deov Oavelv eV aTep-fiaai

;

KPEOT2A
\v7r7]aop.ev riv, oiv \e\v7Ti]p.ead^ vwo,

inN

<f>€V.

heivov ye, 6vqrol<i tol'9 v6p/)v<; &)9 ov f(a\(o<;

eOrjKev 6 0eo<; ov8 cnro yvcop.i]<; ao<prj<i'
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ION

ION

He was lier saviour— aiul with arms, not words.

CREUSA

Should allies in possession take the land !

ION

Fearing what viighl await thee, thou wouldst slay nu- ? 130(

CREUSA

Ay, lest thou haply wait not, but slay ine !

ION

Childless, dost grudge my father finding me?
CHELSA

What, shalt thou seize all ehildlcss parents' homes?

ION

Had I no part at least in my sire's wealth ?

CIlEl SA

His wealth !—a shield and sprar. Take that thine is.

ION

Hence !—leave the altar and the halU)wed seat

!

CREL'SA

Lesson thy mother, wheresoe'er she he.

ION

Shalt thou not sufTcr. who wouldst murder me?
CREUSA

Yea— if tliou dare to slay me mid the shrines.

ION

What joy hast thou mid I'hocbus' wiciths to die ? 131C

CHEUSA

So shall I trouble Him who troubled me.

ION

Out upon this !

Shame, that a God ordained uin-ighteous laws

For mortals, statutes not in wisdom framed !
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IfiN

Toix; fxev yap dSiKOv<; ^cofiov ov^ "^€iv ixpv^i
«X\' i^eXavveiv ovBe yap yjraveiv kuXov
Oecov TTOvrjpav X^^P*^' "^olcn 8' ivh'iKOi'i

lepa Kadit^eiv, 6aTi<i i)hiKelr , exP^F'
Kai /xrj ttI rauro tout iovt ex^iv laov

rov T iadXov ovia top re yu.?; (^eojv irdpa.

nT0iA
eTTiaxe^, w iral- rpirroha yap XPV'^'^VP'^ov

XiTTOvaa Opr/Kou TODS' vTrep/SdWco iroBa

^^oifSov 7rpo(f)P]Tt<;, t/jiVoSo? dpxatov vujxov

cr(ii^ovaa, iraacov AeXc^tSo)!/ €^aipeTO<i.

iriN

X^i^P > w ^t^'; p-ot p.i)Tep, ov TCKovad irep.

nT0iA
d\\ ovv e\ey6p.e<T0^' i) (f>dTi<; S' ov poi iriKpa.

inx

')'}KOvaa<; co<; p! eKjeivev ijSe p.T]xai'aL<i ;

nT0iA
ijKOvcra' Kal av y OL>po<i (ov dpap~di'€t<i.

ir.N

ou XP^ H-^ TOv<; KT€LvovTa<; dvTa7ro\Xvi>ai ;

nreiA
Trpoyovol^ hdpxipje<i Sva/ievel'i dei Trore.

inN

ilpeL<; Be p.i]Tpvial<i ye 7rdaxovre<; ku/coj^.

nVGIA

p-)) Tuura- XeLTTCov lepd kuI creixfovirdTpav—

Tt ht] p.e Spdaai vovdejovpevov xP^^v ;
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ION

Never sliould crime liave altar-sanctuary.

But houndiiij^ tlicnce. Unmeet it is that hands
Sin-stained should touch the Gods : hut ri<^hteous men,
W hoso is wror.<fed, should claim their sanctuary,

And not the «;ood and evil come alike

Hither to win the same boon of the Ciods.

Elder the v\T\\\.\, bearing a cradle, the conleuls of
irliich are concealed l>i/ a trrapping n/iich juirlialli/

envelopes it.

I'VTniA

I'orhear, my son. The si-at of prophecy i3"2<t

1 leave, and step across this templi'-ftnce,

Priestess of IMioebu*^, chosen of Delphi's dautjhters

To <(uard his tripod's immeniorial use.

ION

1 lail, dear my mother, thou<^li tliou didst not hear me.

I'VTHIA

So was I called ; nor diil the name mislike me.

ION

Hast heard of yonder woman's plot to slay me?
I'vrniA

I heard : yet is thy ruthlessness all wrong.

ION

Shall I not pay death-wa^e to murdrrers?

i'\ rniA

To stepsons from of old have wives been foes.

ION

^'ea, I withal of stepdames have foul wrong. 1330

I'^TMIA

Ah hush I Ihuu leav'st the fane, thou farest home

—

ION

What must I do then at thy counselUng }
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nT0iA

Kadapo<; ^\0?jva<; eXO^ vtt olwvtov KoXoiv,

Kadapo'i a7ra<; rot iroXefiLov; 09 av Kzavrj.

nT0iA

fiij avje' Trap" i)p.o)v 8' eK\a^^ 0C9 1)^0) Xoyovi.

\iyoi<i av evvov<; S' ova ipel^ ua av \eyj]<;.

ur&iA
6pa<i ToS' ayyo<; X^P^^

^'^' i'^yKoXai'; e'yuat'? ;

IP.N

6/5W iraXaiav (ivTLTnp/ iv aTejxiiacxiv.

nT0iA

eV Tf}Se'
0"' eXa^ov veoyovov l3p€<^o<i TTore.

inN

1340 Tt (^>;? ; fxv0o<; eicrevijveKTai v€o<;,

nreiA

crr/v yap elxov avrd' vvv he ScLKvufxev.

ir.N

TTw? oui' t'/cpuTrTe? ToSe Xa/3ova i)fia^ iraXai

;

nr0iA

^eof cr' e/BovXer ev Sufioc; t)(eiv Xarpiv.

inN

vvv 8' ou^Y^ XPU^^'' ' "^V "^^he yvwval fxe XP') !

nT0iA
TraTepa Karenroov TfjaSe a eKTre/xirei x'0ov6<;.

aij S' e/c KcXeva/xcov /; irodev (j(p^ec<; rdSe ;

nT0iA
ivdv/xtov fxoc Tore riOrjai Ao^ia9

—

IAN

Tt XP>]P(^ Bpciaai ; Xeye, iripaive aov<; \070y9.
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ION

PYTHIA

With clean hands and fair omens go to Athens.

ION

Clean are the hands of whoso slays his foes.

I'VTIIIA

Nay, nay I—but hear the tale I brini^ to thee.

ION

Speak : it shall come of love, whate'er thou say.

PVTIIIA

Seest thou this chest here cradled in mine arms ?

io\

I see an ancient ark with fillets dight.

PYTMIA

In this I found thee once, a new-born babe.

ION

What say'st thou .' Strange the stury hither brought ! 134u

PYTHIA

Yea, I kept silence. I reveal it now.

ION

Why hide from me so long this found of tliee ?

PYTHIA

The God would have thee minister in his house.

ION

Nor needeth now ? How sliall I know it so?

PS TIIIA

Showing thy sire, he sends thee furth the land.

ION

Thou, by conimandnient keptest thou these things ?

PYTHIA

On that day Loxias put it in mine heart—

>

ION

To do what deed ? Say on, tell out the tnle.
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nreiA

(Tioaai To6' evprjix el<; rov ovtu vvv ^(povov.

inN

1350 eX'Et- ^f A^oi Tt KipBo<i y) riva p\a^r)V ;

nT0iA

evdcihe KkKpvKiaL aTrdpyav ol<; evijaOa av.

fi.Tjrpo'i rdS" rjfiLV iK(f}€pei<; !^i]T7]p^Ta ;

nreiA

eVet 7' 6 BaLp,o)v /3ov\€Tar TrdpoiOe o ov.

IClN

a> paKapicov poi (paafxaTcov i]8' 7)fj.epa.

nreiA

Xa^uiv vvv avjd rijv reKovaav eKiruvei.

IHN

iraaav 8' iireXdoov^AcruiB' Evpa>7n]<; G' 6pov<;

;

nreiA

yvcoaei rdS' ai)T6<;. tou deov h cKan ae

Wpe-^d T, 0) irai, Kol rdS" dTrohihoifxi aoi,

a Kelvo<i uKeXevcrrov /i e^ovX^jdrj \af3elv

13C0 (jcoaai 6'' orov Si y e"v€K, ovk ex^) Xeyeiv.

jjSei 8e Ov7]T(i)v ovrt<; dvdpdoircov rdhe

exovTWi ijfj-d'i, ovS' 'iv i]v KCKpvfifiiva.

Kai X^^P' ''^0'^ 7"/^ ''"' ^*> T€KOva u(J7rd^o/j.ai.

dp^ai S' odev ai]v p.7]T€pa !^7jT€tv ae XPT
irpoJTOV pev et t<9 A€\(f)iBcov TeKovad ere

et9 TOvaSe vaov^ e^Wi]Ke 7rapOevo<i,

errena S' et ri<i 'EWd<i- e^ 7'jpo)v S" e^^f?

airavja ^o'ljSov 0\ 09 peikax^ t^9 ti/;^779.
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ION

HYTHIA

To keep this treasure-trove against this hour.

ION

What profit or what hurt hath this for me? 1350

I'VTHIA

This hides the swaddling bands tliat wrapped thee

then.

ION

My mother !—clues be these for finding her?

I'VTMIA

Vca, 'tis the God's will now — not heretofore.

ION

day of blessed revelations this !

TNTHIA

Take them— rest not until ihou find thy niother.

ION

Huw .''—search all Asia through, seareh I-'umpt's

bounds ?

I'\TM1A

Thou shalt not err, thou. For the God's own s.'ike

1 nursed thee, boy : these give I back to thee,

Whieli his uns|>oken will then made nie take

.\nd guard. Why thus he willed I cannot 1<11 : l.^w

Hut none of mort:il men was ware that I

Had these, nor hidden in what place they lay.

Farewell .... for as a mother kiss I thee.

Tunis to go, but resumes—
Where thou sliouldst seek thy mother, there begin

—

First, did a Delphian bride unwedded bear

.\nd cast thee forth upon these temple-steps ?

Then, any maid of Greece ? ... So hast thou all

Of me, and Phoebus, partner in thy fortune. [Exit.
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ION

inN

<p€V <f>ev' /caT^ oaaoov &)<? vypov /SdWco oaKpv,

1370 eKelae top vovv hov<i, oO' t) jeKOvad fie

Kpvcpaia vu[x(^ev9e.lcr' drrrnxTrdXa \adpa
icaX paaTov ovx v7rk<J-)(ev' dW' dvcovupo^i

iv deov pe\dOpoL<; el^ov oI/c€tt]v f^lov.

ra Tov deov fxkv y^pi]a~d, tov Be SaLfiovo'i

^apea' )(^p6vov yap ov pH ^XP^l^ ^^ dyKiiXaif

p7]Tp6<i Tpu(fiT]aai Kai ri Tep(})d7']vai /Siov,

uTrearepyjdtjv (pi\rdTri<; pr)Tpo<; Tpo(bi]<:.

'rXi'jpwv Be XV Texovad pH , o)? ravrov 7rddo<i

TreTTOvde, 7raiBo<; dirokecraaa ')(^appovd<i.

13S0 Kai vvv \a/3ot)V TtjvS' dvTLirrjy ocaco Oefo

avdOi}p, 'Iv eupo) pyjBev a)v ou ftovXopui.

el yap pe BovXi] Tvy)(^dvei reKOvad Tt<;,

evpeiv KdKiov prj-rep ?} aiywvr eav.

0) ^PolfSe, vaoU uvaTiOiipi r^vBe (xoU.

Ka'iTOL Tt 7racr;^&) ; tov Oeov Trpodvpia

T7o\epw, TO, pyjTp6<; avp/SoX 09 creacoKe poi.

dvoiKTeov Ta8' e'crri Kai ToXpijTeov.

rd yap ireiTpwpev ov)(^ vTrep^aiiiv ttot av.

oi (Tjeppad^ lepd, rl jrore poi KeKevOare,

1390 Koi avvBeO\ olai Tap! e^povpijOi] (piXa ;

IBoi) irepLTTTvyp uvTL7ri]yo<i cvkvkXov

d)<; ov yey/jpuK tK tivo<; OerjXd-ov,

evpco<; T direaTi TrXeypdTcov B ev peaco

)(p6vo<i TToXu? Bi] TolaBe di^aavpiapxLaiv-

KPE0T2A

Tt BriTa (f>dapa tcov dveXiricJTCov opco ;

inN

(Tiya av- "jroXXd Kai TrdpoiOev olaOa poi,
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ION

ION

Ah me, mine eyes are drowned in streaminij tears,

As leaps my thour^lit to that day when the bride 1370

Hetrayed, who bare, by stealtli to thraldom sold me,
Nor ever suckled me : but nameless all

In the God's court I lived a servant's life.

Kind was the (Jod's part, but my fortune's hand
Heavy ; for while I should of rij^ht have lain

Soft in a mother's arms, and known life's joy,

Of a sweet mother's care was I bereft.

O hapless she who bare me, who hath sufTert d

Like me, hath lost the joys of motherhood !

Hilt this ark will I bear unto the (iod. ICSO

An offering— lest I find aujiht I would not.

Tor, if perchance a slave-^'irl gave me birth,

'Twere worse to find a mollur than let be.

Phoebus, I offer this unto thy fane . . .

What ails me.'' Lo, I fight against the flivour

Of Him who saved for me my mother's tokens !

This must I open, face what must be faced ;

lor never can I overstep my doom.

Ah, sacred fillets, what have ye hid for me,
O bands wherein mine heart's desire was kept ? 1390

Lo, the enwrapping of the ark's fair curve,

How by a miracle it waxed not old
;

The osier-plaitings mouldless I—yet long time

Since then hath o'er these treasure-relics passed.

CREUSA

What, O what vision see 1, jmst all hope 1

ION

Peace !—for thou canst be silent—as the grave.
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KPEOT3A
ovK iv cncoTTT) ra/jLci' fiij fie vovOirei,

opo) yap 0770? ov^eOrjK iyco ttotc

ai y, w TeKPov fioi, l3pi(f)o<; er' ovra vijiriov,

1400 KeV/joTro? e? avrpa koX \laKpa<; 'irerpripe<^el<i.

XeL-yjrco Be /Scofiov rovSe, /eel davelv fie XP^'
inN

Xd^vade TijvBe' Oeopavy]<; yap yjXaro

^(Ofwv XiTTOua-a ^oavw Belre S' doXiva^.

KPEOT2A
a(f)d^ovr€<i ov \7jy01r dv w? dvOe^ofiai

Kul TifcrSe Kal aov rcov re a(ov KeKpvfifievwv.

IHN

Ta8' ov-)(i Beivd ; pvaid^ofiai Xnyoy.

KPEOT2A
OVK, dXXa aol<i (pLXoicriv evpnTKei <f)iXo<;.

inN

iya) (f)[Xo<; a6<; ; Kard fi eKjeive^ Xddpa ;

KPE0T2A
TTtti'? 7 , el roh earl toi<; TCKOvai (^iXjarov.

1410 Travaat irXeKovcra' Xif^^ofiai a iyco kuXco';.

KPEOrSA

ei'f Toud iKOLfiTjv, TovBe To^evco, reKvov.

Kevov To5' 07709 fj (TTeyei irX^pcofid ri ;

KPEOT2A
ad y €vBvO\ olai a i^edrjK eyd) Trore.

IHN

Kal rouvofi avTMV €^epei<; irpiv elaiBe'iv ;

KPE0r2A
Kav fit] (f)pdaco ye, Kajdavelv v<^i<nafiai.
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ION

CREt'SA

Not for me silence ! 'r«'ach not nio niv p.irt

!

I see the ark wlicreiii I set tliee forth.

—

I'hee, C) my child, inv hahhliiiij hahv then,

—

In Ceci-Dps' cave, beneath the I.onjf ClifFs brow ! HOO
Tliis alt;ir will 1 leave, yea, th(ni;{h 1 tlie.

^Flin^s her arms round his neck.

ION

Seize her!—she hath been driven god-distraught

To leave the car^•cn altar I Hind her arms.

CIIKISA

Slay on—spare not — for I will cling, will cling

To this, thee, and thy tokens hidden there.

ION

I'oul outrage ! I am kidnap|)t'd hv her tongue !

CKKUSA
\o, no I— but found, () love, of her that loves !

ION

/ thy beloved—whom thou wouldst slay by stealth !

CHKLSA

"i es—yes ! my son ! Is aught to parents dearer ?

ION

Cease I— I shall take thee mid thy webs of guile. 1410

CIIEUSA

Take me?— all tike ! I strain thereto, my child.

ION

\'()i(l is this ark, or somewhat doth it hide?

CRKfSA

Yea, that which wrapped thee when I cast thee forth.

loN

Speak out and name them ere thine eyes behold.

CREUSA

Vea, if I tell not, I submit to die.
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ION

IHN

Xey'. o)? e;^€f ti Betvbv r/ roXfirj yi crov.

KPEOT2A
(jKe-^aaO^ o 7rai<; iror ova v(j>aafi v<^'>]v e^co'

TTolov TL ; iroKKa irapOevatv vcfida/xara.

KPEOT2A
ov TeXeov, olov 8' eKBiSayfjia KepKiho^.

inN

fj.op(f)7]v e^ov TLv ; ox; fie fii) ravTJ] Xo/9779.

KPE0T2A
Vopycov fi(v €v fieaoiatv 7)tpioi^ ireTrXoov.

inN

w Zeu, T19 77/ia9 iKKwiiyerei irorpof; ;

KPEOT2A
KCKpacnriScoTai 8' ocpeaiv alyt8o<; rponov,

inN

T08' eo-^' v(pacypa' dea-cfiad' &)<? evpiaKOfiev.

KPE0T2A
a» ^(poviov laroyv irapdkveupa rcjv epcbv,

iriN

ecFTiv 71 7rpo<; Ta)8\ y /xovfo twS' €vrv)(€i<; ;

KPEOT2A
BpdK0VT€<;' ap')(cu6v ti 77ay)(pv(rfp yevvi.

Sfjoptjfi \\Odi>a<;, 1] reKp ivrpeipeiv \eyei.

^Epix^oviov ye rov TToKai fiip.y]puja.

inN

Tt hpdv, Tt xpy]cr$ai, (ppd^e p,oi, ')(fiV(T(ji)iia7i

;

KPE0T2A
hepaia TratSt veoy6v<p (fiepeiv, reKvov,
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ION

ION

Say on :

—
'tis passing strange, thy confidence

CREl'SA

See there the web I wove in girlhood's days.

ION

Its fashion ?—girls be ever weaving webs.

CHELSA

No perfect work ; 'twas but a prentice hand.

ION

The pattern tell : thou shalt not trick n»e so. UJO

CREl'SA

A Gorgon in the mid-threads of a sliawl.

ION (aside)

O Zeus, what weird is this that dogs our steps?

CREUSA

'Tis fringed with serpents—witli the Aegis-fringe

ION

I.o, here the web ! (lifls mid spreads it fuilh.^

How strangely find we here the oracle I

CUEUSA

O work of girlhood's loom, so long unse<- i I

ION

Is there aught else?—or this thy one true shot ?

CREL'SA

Serpents, an old device, with golden jaws

—

Athena's gift, who biddeth deck babes so—
Moulded from Erichthonius' snakes of old.

ION

What use, what purpose, tell me, hath the jewel ? 1430

CREUSA

A necklace for the new-born babe, my child.
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eveicnv ol'Se* to Se rpirov ttoOco /xaOeiv.

KPE0T2A
are(f)avov iXaia'i u^^WrjKd croi rare,

rjv irpwr \dava (iKOTreKov e^riviyKaTO,

o<?, e/Ve/) etTTiv, ovttot iKXeiTrei x^otjv,

ddWei 5' i\aLa<i i^ uKripdrov 767(09.

inN

(a (fnXTaTTj fioi fiijT€p, dap£v6<; a ISoov

77/30? dcr/Mei'rjf; TreTTTCo/ca crd<; TTapy]i8a<i.

KPE0T2A
CO reKvov, w (f)(o<; fiijrpl Kpelacrov tjXlov—
crvyyvcocreTai yap 6 6e6<i—iv x^potv a e^f^,

deXTTTOv ei'p7]fM, ov Kara yds evepoov

X^oviov fierd Tiepae(f)6va<i t eSoKovv vaieiv.

IflN

dW , (o <^i\ri fioi fir)Tep, iv x^pocv aedev
Kardavoov re kov davcov (f)avTd^o/xai.

KPEOT2A
loi l(o, Xa/iTT/ja? al6epo<i dfiirrvxciC,

riv avSdv dvaio,

/3o«cr&) ; TTodev p.01

avveKvpa d86K7]ro<; rjSovd ; irodev

i\df3op.ev x,<^pdv ;

iriN

epoi yeveaOai, irdpTU ^Wov dv irore,

fxfjTep, TrapeaTTj T(avh\ oirco'i o"09 et/x' iydt,

KPE0T2A
en (f)6^a> rpe/xo).

poiv ovK ey(eii' p! exovaa ;

138



ION

ION

Even these he here. The third I long to know.

( KK.ISA

A wreath of oHve set I on thee then :

Athen;i brfnight it first unto our rock.

If this be there, it hath not lost its green,

But blooms yet, from the sacred ohve sprung.

ION

Mother I—dear mother!—glad, O glad, I fall,

IJeholding thee, on thy cheeks gladness-Hubhed.

CHKrSA

Child !—light to mother better than the sun —
The Ciod will pardon— I have thee in mine arms, ]no
L'Mho|)ed treasure-trove I— as a dweller in Uadrs, su

thought I of thee,

An abider mid ncthergloom shades with Persephone.

ION

Ah no, dear mother mine ; within thine arms
Revealed is he that liveth and was dead.

CRKf9.\

II(» ye, ye unfoldings of ether, ye sunlit expanses,
In what cry shall I peal out my rapture ? O whence

unto me fstrange chancrs
Came it, this sweetness undreamed of? Hy wh.it

Such bliss do I see ?

ION

Naught were so strange, but I had looked for that, 1150

O mother, rather than to know me thine.

CREfS.V

Still I tremble with dread—

•

ION

Lest holding thou hold me not ?
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ION

KPE0T2A

Ta? <yap iX.7nBa<i

dire^aXov Trpocrw.

10) 'yvvai, TTodev iroOev eXa/Se? e[j.ov

^pe<f>o^ 69 ayKu\a<; ;

riv ava ykpa B6pov<; e^a Ao^iov ;

inN

Oeiov ToS'' aWa raTrlXonra t^9 tvxv^
evSaipovoipev, 609 ra irpoaOe Bvarv)(^i].

KPEOT2A

rcKuov, ovK ahaKpvTO<; €k\ox€V€1,

''/6ot<; Be paTpo<; eK %6pwi^ opt^er

I'vv Be yeveuiacv irapa aedev irvew

pxiKapto)rdra<; rvxova t)Bovd<;.

inN

rovpbv Xeyovaa koi to aov Kon'(o<; Xeyei^,

KPEOT2A

d7raiBe<; ovKer eapev ovB^ drcKvor

Bo)p! eariovrai, yd 5' e^^i Tvpdvvov^'

dvq^a B' 'E/3e;^^ei;9,

o re yriyevera<i B6po<; ovKeri vvKia
BepKCTat, deXLOV S' dva/SXeirei \ap7rda1v.

inN

pJ)Tep, -Trapcov fioi koX irarrjp peracrx^TO)

ri]<; Tj8ov>j<; rrjaB* ^9 fBco^ vplv iyo).

KPEOT2A

w T€Kvov, Tt </)7;9 ; oloi> olov dve\eyx_opai.
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ION

CREUSA

I had seen hope flee

So \onrr ajfone !

O prophetess, wlieiice aiul O whence to thine arms
came lie,

My Uttle one ?

L phurne by what hand unto Loxias' halls was he sped ?

ION

A nuracle : hut through our lot to be
May we be happy as our past was sad.

CIIKLSA

At thy birth-travail, O my chilil, was there many a

tear : [many a moan :

Thou wert torn from the arms of thy mother with
And MOW on thy cheeks is my breath : my darlinj; is HCO

here ! [known !

riie uttermost bliss of the Blessed, lo, now have I

ION

riiou speakest for mine heart and thine, as one.

CUEISA

No more are we childless, no more unto barrenness

banned : [kinj^s hath the land.

The home hath the hearth-j^low again, and her

I'he strength of his youth doth Erechllu-us renrw :

Tlie house of the K.irth-born Uaee no longer to night-

ward shall gaze,

But the suns beam cleaveth its darkness through.

ION

Mother, my sire is here : let him too share

This happiness wliich I have given to you.

CREUSA

O child, child, wliat sayest thou.'*— must the shame
be laid bare of thy mother.'' U70
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ION

mN
TTO)? et7ra9 ;

KPEOT5A
aWoOev yeyovwi, aWoOev.

ir.N

cj/jLor vodov fie TrapdevevfM €tikt€ <j6v ;

KPEOT2A

ovx L'Ti'o XafiTrdBwv ovSe ^(^opev/xdrcov

v/j,€vaio<; t'/ios",

reKvov, eTiKT€ aov Kcipa.

ir.N

cual' 7re<pvKa Svcryevrj^i, firjTep, irodev ;

KPEOT2A
XcFTO) Topyo<f)6i'a—

ir.N

Tt tout' e\e^a9 ;

KPE0T2A
a tr/co7rt'Xo^9 cV e/ior9

14S0 TOP i\aiO(})V)) Triiyov Odaaei—
IHN

Xeyei^i pot hokia kov cra(f)i) rdSe.

KPE0T2A
Trap" dyjSoviov irerpav <t>OLj3o)—

TV ^oljSop avBa(i ;

KPE0T2A
KpviTJopevov Xe';^09 tjvvdadrjv,

ICIN

Xey' &)9 e/3et<? re Kehvov evTV^e^i re poi.
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ION

ION

U hat is this thou hast said ?

CREUSA

Of another thou earnest—oh. of aiii>thir I

ION

Woe's nie ! a bastard?—cliild o( inaidm s .sliamc ?

CHKLSA

No torchfS were gli-amin^, no raitnc-nt outitrraining

III the dance, niy child, for the bridal bed

Whieli brought to the birth thy dear-luved head I

ION

Alas ! base-born am I ?—O mother, whence ?

CRELSA

Be witness the Gorgon-slaying Maid

—

ION

What is this?—what mcuneth the word thou hast

said ?

CUEUSA
Who hath set on my watch-tower crags her throne

On the hill with her olives overgrown,

—

lASO

loN

Dark Siiyings are these, and I cannot interpret the

thing.

CREUSA

Unto Phoebus beside the rock where the nightin-

gales sing

—

ION

What should of Phoebus by thee be said?

CHEt'SA

In a bridal from all men hid w;is I wed.

ION

Say on : glad tidings this and fortune fair !
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KPE0T2A

KVK\(p KpV<j)LOV CoBlv €Te/COV ^OL/So).

inN

Q) (plXTur eliTova , el Xiy€i<; irijrv^a.

KPE0T5A
Trapdevia 8' ifiou^ /iaT€po<i

1490 aTTcipyap (ip(f)L^oXd aoi rdS* iv-

ijyfra, KepKiho^ ifid^; 7r\dvov<;.

ydXaKTi B ovK iireay^ov, ovBe fiaarat

Tpo(f)€ia fj.aTpo<; ovBe Xovrpa ')(eipolv,

dva S' dvrpov eprjp^ov olcovtop

yap(f)y]XaL'; (j)6v€vfia 6oivap,d t et?

"AiBav eK/SaXXei.

IHN

<u Betva rXdcra p.i]T€p.

KPE0T2A
ev (f)6/3a) KaTaBeOetaa aav
•^V)(^dv uTrefSaXov, jeKvov

1600 eKT€ivd a aKOva.

e^ €flOV T OUY OCT I €0VpaK€<i.

KPEOT2A
ICO' Beival fiev roTe ivyai,

Betva Be koI tuS'' eXiaaofiead^ ixeWev
evddBe BvcTTVX^ciicnv

evTvx^iai^ re TzdXiv,

peOiaTaTai Be TTvevfiaTa.

fievero}' rd irdpoidev dXi^ KUKd- vuv S'

iyeveru Ti>> ovpo<i ex kuicwv, to iral.

' Barnes : for MSS. it^as.
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ION

CREl'SA

And the months swept round, till the tenth month
came,

And I bare unto Phoebus a child of shame.

ION

O liajipy words, if this thou say'st be true I

CKEL'SA

And these, these mother's swathing-bands
Al)out thee cast, my maiden hands 1490

Wrought, my loom's skill-less fashionings.

Not to thy lips for suck I gave
The breast, nor with mine hands did lave;

Hut forth into a lonesome cn\e,

A banquet-spoil for swooping wings.

To Hades thee thy mother flings.

ION

mother, what horror to do, to dare

!

CREUSA
1 was thrall unto terror— I flung away
Thy life, my baby : I steeled me to slay,

\N hen mine heart was moaning " Spare !

"
luuO

ION

And of me nigh slain !—foul horn.r it were !

CREUSA

O fearful chances of that dark day,

And of tliis withal ! We are tossed to drift

On the surge of calamity hither and thither:

Yet anon do the winds of heaven shift.

And behold, we are gliding through summer
weather

!

[suffice.

Oh may it last !—for the ills over|)ast should surely

Fair winds, my son, now are wafting us on, after

stormy skies.

M5
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ION

X0P02

1510 firiSel^ SoKeiro) ^r^hev avOpatTrcov ttots

ae\.irrov elvat irpo^ ra rvyx^dvovTa vvv.

inN

<u fiera^aXovaa fivplov(; ijBr) ^porcov

Kal 8vaTvyP](Tai Kav6i<; av npa^ai /caX&>9,

Tv)(^7], Trap o'lav I'jXdopev arcidpriv ^lov,

fxrjTepa (^ovevcrai koI iraOeiv avd^ia.

<f)€V-

ap iv <^aevval<; i)\lov 'Trepnnv)(^al<;

tveajL TTuvTa rdSe Kad rjpepav fiadeiv ;

(piXov pev ovv a evprjpa, py]T€p, ')]vpop€P,

Koi TO 7eVo9 ovStv pepinov, u>^ ijptv, toSc

1520 TCI 5' dWa 7r/3o? ere ^ovXopai povrjv (^pdcrai.

hevp eXd' e? ov<i <JOi tou? \uyov<; elirelv OiXo)

Kal 7repiKaXvy}rac rolat irpdypaai, ctkotov.

opa av, pfjTep, pi] a^aXetcr a 7rapdevoi<;

eyyLjverac voatjpar eh KpvirTOv<; ydpovi,

eirena tw Oero 7rpoa~idt]<; rip alriav,

Kal Tovpov alcr^pov d'TTO(^vy€lv ireipcopevT],

^oi^(p TeKeiv pe ^7;?, TCKOva ovk ck Oeov.

KPEOT2A
pa rrjv Trapacnri^ovaav dppxtcriv Troxe

KtK)]v ^Addvav Zi]v\ yrjyevel^; em,
1530 OVK earIV 6ari<; aoL iraj/jp 6v7]70)v, TeKvov,

dXyC oairep e^eOpe-^e Ao^ta9 dva^.

TTw^ OVV rov avTOv TraiS' eBcoK dXX(p Trarpl,

'E.ovOov re (ftrjal iralhd p! iK7re(f)VK€vai

;

KPEOTiiA

7re(f)VKevai pev ov)(^i, Scopelrai 8e ae

avrov yeycoTa' Kal yap av (piXo^ (ptXa)

Soirj TOP avTov TraiSa heairoTqv B6p,(i>v.
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ION

CHORUS

Let none e'er deem aught in the lot of man
Fast hoj)f, who marketh what to day befalls.

ION

O Fortune, thou that shiftest countless mortals

Unto misfortune, and anon to weal,

How marly to this pass we came, that I

Should t.lay mv mother, should of her he slain !

Ah stranijc I

Yet—midst the brij;ht embraces of the sun

Somewhere do such things day by day befall?

Sweet, mother, is mv treasure-trove of thee ;

And this my birth, I fnid no fault therein.

\'et somewhat would I say to thee ajvirt.

Come hither : I uould speak it in thine ear,

And fold about with darkness that thy past.

See to it, mother, lest thy steps have slipp«tl.

As maids infatuate yield to love—to shame.
And upon Phoebus now thou chargest this,

And, striving to escape the shame of me,
Dost name the Ciod my sire, who sire was none.

CIIKISA

\o I—by .\thena, Lady of N'ictory, who
At Zeus' side chariot-borne with Giants fouglit,

No mortal man was sire to thee, my son.

But he which reared thee, Loxias the King.

ION

How gave he then his own son to another.

And named me Xuthus' true-begotten son ?

CKKLSA

Nay, not begotten ; but liis gift art thou.

Sprung from himself,— as friend to friend should give

His own son, that his house might have an heir.
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ION

o ^€09 a\r)dT]<;, rj fiaTrjv fiavTCverat,

ifMOv rapdaaei, firJTep, €lK6ro)<i (ppeva.

KPE0T2A
a/cov6 8j] vvv ajjL icrrjXOev, w reKvov

euepyerayv ae Ao^ta? eV evyevf]

1540 Sopov Kaditer rov deov he \ey6fi€vo<;,

ovK ecr;^69 av ttot ovre TrayKXijpov^; Bop^v<;

ovT ovopLa TaTp6<;. 7raJ9 yap, ov y iya> ydfwv^
eKpvTTTOv auTTj KttL (T ciTTeKTeivov \dOpa ;

6 8' u)(f)€\(Ji}v ae 7rpoaTi67](7 aX\&) Trarpi.

inN

ovx w5e (f)avXo}<; avr iyat p^ripy^opLaL,

uXk laT0p7]aQ) ^ol/3ov eiaeXOoov Bop-ov^,

eir elpl dvrjrov -Trarpo^; etVe Ao^lov,

ta' Tt? OiKtov dvoBoKcov VTr€pTe\l]<i

dvrr]\cov irpocwTTOv iK<^aLV6L Oecov ;

J550 (^eir/oapev, o) reKOvaa, p.i] rd Baipovcov

opdpev, el p.i] KUipo^ eaO' T]p.d^ opdv.

AeHNA
pLT] (hevyer' ov yhp iroXepiav p£ (^evyere,

dXX ev T ^A6i)vai<; Kavddh^ ovaav evpLcvfj.

etrwvvpM'i Be ff?)? dcfiiKopirjv ')(dovQ<i,

IlaXXa?, Bpopxp airevaaa
^

XttoXXwvo'; irdpa,

09 et9 pikv o-yp-iv a<^(pv pLoXeiv ovk rj^iov,

p,7] TOiv irdpoide p.€p.y\n<i el<i p-eaov pLoXrj,

i)p.d<i Be 7rep.7rei 701)9 Xo70L'9 vp.lv (ppdaai,

0)9 T']Be TLKrei a e^ ^A7r6XXo)vo<i iraTpos,

15G0 BiBcoai 8' oh eBcoKev, ov (^vcracri ae,

aXX' &)9 KopLL^i} a oIkov evyevecnaTOV.

iirel 3' dvetpx^V Trpdypa p,rjvv9h> roBe,

davelv ae Seicras jjLT]Tpb<i ex ^ovXevpuiioiV
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ION

ION

Is the God true ?—or doth his oracle lie ?

Mother, my soul it troubleth : well it may.

CRZVS.K

Hear now what cometh to my mind, my son

;

Of kindness Loxias giveth thee a place IMO
III a proud house : hadst thou been called his son,

Thou liadst had none inheritance thereof,

Nor a sire's name :—how couldst thou, wlien myself
Still hid his rape, yea, bv thv secret death ?

Thee for thy good to another sire he gives.

ION

Nay. not tluis lightly on the tpiest 1 press.

I will ask Phoebus, entering his fane,

" Am 1 of Loxias, or a mortil sire ?
"

ATHKNA appears above the teviple in her chariot.

I I.i ! high above the incense breathing house
\\ hat God reveals a face that fronts the Sun ? IGoO

Let us flee, nrnther, lest we gaze on Gods,

Except in season meet for that great vision.

ATHF.NA

Fly not; no foe am I that ye should Hoe,

But, as in Athens, here am gracious-willed.

I come from tliy land— land that bears my name :

I Pallas from Apollo speed in haste,

Who deigned not to reveal him to your sight.

Else must he chide you for things overpast,

Hut sendeth me to tell to you his words :

—

Thee this queen bare, begotten of Apollo : 15G0

He gives to whom he gave, not that thcv gat thee,

But for thy bringing home to a ])riiicely house
;

Then, when the matter was laid l)are and told,

Fearing lest thou shouldst of her plot be slain,
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inN

KOI T^JrSe 7r/)o? aov, fiy]^aval<; eppvaaro.

cfieWe S' avra Biaaca)7rj]cra<; ava^
iv Tat9 WO}'ivai<; •yvwpieiv ravrijv re cryjv,

a 6 S" ci)9 '7ri(f)UKa<; rrjaSe xal ^oi^ov Trarpo^.

aW 6i<; TrepaivQ) irpdyfia, Kol ^prjcrjiovi^ 6eov,

e0' olaiv e^eu^' appar, elaaKovaaTOv.

Xa^ovaa TovSe iralBa YLeKpo-rrlav "xdova

'^wpei, Kpeovaa, «6i9 dpovov^ rvpavviKOV^

'ihpvaov eK yap tmv ^EpeyOeccx; 7670)9

BiKaio^; apyetv t;';9 eV*)** ^^^ xOovo^.

earai S' av 'EX\«6' evKkerj'i- oi rovSe yhp
7raiSe<; yevop^voi reacrap€<; pL^i]'? pia<i,

iirCOVVpOl 7/}9 KUTTK^vXlOV )^0ovo^

"Kacov ecroinai, crKOTreXov o'l vaiova^ ipov.

VeXewv p.kv ecTTai vrpoiTo^' elra S€VT€po<;

"07r\r]T€<; ApyaB)]<i t , e/t^9 t' utt ar/iSo<;

€V (f)v\ov e^ovcr' AlyiKop?]<;. 01 tmvBc 5' av
7rat^69 yevopevoi crvv ')(_p6v(p ireTrpcopivro

}^VK\d8a<; i'rroiKi]crovcn vijaaia^; 7r6\€t<;

y^epaov^ re 7rapd\ov<i, crOevo<; Ttjpf] -^Oovl

hihoicnv dvrL7rop6p,a S" Tjireipoiv Bvolv

TreSt'a KaTOtKt](Tovatv, A<TtdBo<; re 77)9

E,vp(i)7rLa<i re' TOvSe S" ovoparon X"P^^
"Ifovei; ovopaadevre'; e^ovcriv AcXeo9.

HovOo) Se Kai crol ylyveTai koivov yevo<i,

A(i)po^ p.€v, ei'Oev AfopU vpvrjdr'jaeTai

7ro\f9' KaT alav YleKoiriav 8' 6 hevTepo<i

^Kxaio^, 09 7J79 7rapaXia<; 'Piou 7re\a9

rvpavvo'i earai, KaTricrjjpavd^a-eTai

Keivov K€K\7]crOai Xao9 oi'op €7r(ovvpc<;.

Ka\o)<; S'
^

AttoWcov Trdvr eirpa^e- Trpcora fikv
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ION

And she of tliee, saved thee bv that device.

Now the (mkI would have kept the secret hid
I'ntil ill Athens lie revealed her thine,

And thee the son of her and Phoehus bom.

But—to make end and tell his uraclt-s.

For which I yoked my chariot, hearken ye. 1570

Take this thy son and go to Cecrujis' land,

C'reusa, and on thrones of sovereignty

Seat him ; for, of Erechtheus' lineajjc sprung,
Worthy he is to rule o'er mine own land.

I"anu'd shall he be throuj^li Hellas; for the sons
iJorn to him, even four from this one root,

Shall pive their namrs unto the several tribes

Of the land's folk which dwell u|M>n mine lull.

Gelcon the first shall be ; the second tribe

Ilopletes; Arcades the third : the fourth, 1680

One tribe, of my shield named Ac^icores.

.\nd their sons in the fulness of the time
Shall found them cities in tlie Cvclad Isles,

\iid seaboard realms, for strength unto my land.

Vea, they shall people either mainland's plains

On either side the strait, of Asia-land

.\nd Europe : and because of thy son's name
It>nians shall l)e named, and win renown.

From Xuthus too and thee a seed shall spring,

Dorus, of whom shall Doris song-renowned 1590

.\rise : the second goeth to Pelops' land,

Achaeus ; o'er the seaboard shall he reign

Nitjh Rhion, and the people of his name
Among the nations shall be sealed therewith.

Well hath Apollo all things done ; for, first.



ION

avoaov Xo^evei a , (wcrre \ir] <yvMvaL <^i\ov^'

eirel 8' eTiKTa TovSe TralBa Kairedov

iv (TTrapydvoicriv, apirdcravT e<? d'yKokaf;

'Fjpfiijv Kckevet Sevpo iropdp-evaai ^p€(f)0<;,

1600 eOpeyjri t ovS" elacrev iKirvevaai jBiov.

vvv ovv (JLWTra, 7ral<; 68' &)<? 7r€<pvKe ao<;,

(TV T av rd craf tt)? dycid^ exova it]<;, yvvai.

KoX yaipeT' €k yap rijaS* civayjrvx^^ irovcov

evhaiiJLOv vp.lv iroTpov i^ayyeWofiai.

inN

0) A/ 09 IlaWa? pieylaTOv dvyarep, ovk dinarla

aou? X6701;? ivSe^ofieada' ireidopxii h eivai

Trarpo^

Ao^iov Koi rrjaSe' /cal irplv tovto S ovk diricnov

KPEOT2A
Tufid VVV aKOVdov alvoy ^ol^ov ovk alvovaa

"rrpiv,

1610 ovvex ov ttot' rjpeXi-jae 7raiS6<i a7ro5tSf«)0"t fxoi.

a'lBe S" evcoTTol irvXai p-oi koI Oeov xpijcmjpia,

8vcr/jL€vrj irdpoiOev ovra. vvv he Kol poinpcov

r}hiw<; eKKpr]p,vdfi6cr6a Kol TrpoaevveTro) •7rvXa<;.

A0HNA
fivecr' ovveK €v\oy€i<; Oeov fieTa^aXovcr • dec yap

ovv

Xpovia pev rd roov deciyv 7r&)9, €t9 TeA,09 8 ovk

dadevrj.

KPEOT2A
M T€KVOV, (Jjelxj^P^V 0lK0V<i,
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ION

He gave thee health in travail ; so none knew :

And, when thou hadst borne this child, and cast

him out

In swaddling-hands, bade Hermes in his arms
Snatch him awav. and hither waft thv babe

;

And nurtured him, nor suffered him to die. IGOO

Now therefore say not that this lad is thine,

That Xuthus in his phantasy may joy.

And thine the substance, ladv, be of bliss,

rarewell ye : after this relief from wt)es

I bring you tidings of a happy lot.

ION

I'allas, Dauijhtcr of the Highest, child of Zeus, we
will receive [believe

Thf-se thy words with no unfaith, but I>oxias do I

Sire to mc, and her my mother :—never was this

past belief.

CRCtSA
Hear me : Phoebus praise I, whom I praised nnl in

mine hour of grief, [nciw restores.

For that whom he set at naught, his child, to me he IGIO

Lovely is his oracle, and fair to me these temple-
doors, [|>ortal-ring,

Hateful though they were aforelinu". Now unt«i the

As I bid his gates my blithe farewell, with loving

hands I cling.

ATIIKNA

Well dost thou to turn to praises of the God : so is it

still -

Slow the Gods' hands haj)lv are, but mightily at last

fulfil.

CRF.U8A

Homeward let us pass, my son.



ION

ABHNA

inN

a^la y rj/xcov 6Sovp6<;.

KPEOT2A
Kal <f)iXov<rd ye tttoXiv,

A0HNA
619 6p6vov<i K iXov 7TaXaL0v<;.

IHN

d^lOV TO KTTjlld fXOt.

X0P02
0) Ato? AijTOUy; T "AttoWov, ^^at/j'* orro 8'

1620 crvf.L(liopal<; oIko<;, aejSovTa Sai.fxova<; Oapaeiv

Xped)V\

et? r€Xo<; yap oi pev iaOXol Tvyy^dvovaiv d^icov,

ol KUKol B\ wairep 7r€<f}VKacy\ ovttot ev irpd-

^iiav dp.
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ION

ATHENA
Pass on : myself shall following come.

ION

Hest way-warden art thou I

CREfSA

Thou who holdest dear our city-lmme

ATHENE
Seat thee on the ancient throne.

ION

A goodly heritage is mine.

cHorius

Zeus* and I^to's Son Apollo, hail I Let him to

|>owers divine

Ht nder homaii«' undismayed, whose house afflictinn"s

buffets smite : 1G20

For the good at last shall overcome, at last attain

their right

;

Hut the evil, !)y th< ir nature's law, on good shall

never light.

I
Exeunt in procession to marching music.
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ARGUMENT

FIippoLYTA, Queen of the Amazoru, bore to Theseus,

king of Alheiu and Troezen, a son nhom he named from

her, Ilippolytus. Now this youth grew up of all men

most pure in heart, reverencing chiejly Artemis the

Maiden, Goddess of the Chase, and utterly contemning

the worship of Aphrodite. Wherefore the wrath of the

Queen of Love waj kindled against him, and she made

Phaedra, his father's young n-ife, mad with love for him ;

and although she wrestled with her malady, and strove to

hide it in her heart, till by the fever of it she was brought

nigh to death's door, yet in the end it was revealed, and

was made destruction to her and to Ilippolytus also.
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE

Aphrodite (or Cvikis), the Queen of Love.

HiPPOLYTCS, son of TheMtu awl Ilippolyta Queen of the

A tnazons.

PuAKKRA, daughter of Minoi kiwj of Crete, and tci/'e of
Thcieu*.

NriLSE OF Phaedra.

Tuf:5KUS, king of A then-* and Troezen.

Artemis, Goddess of Hunting.

Servant of Hippol\tus.

Messenger, henchman of JIip}K>lijtns.

Chorcs, composed of women of Troezen.

Chorus of huntsmen.

Attendants and handmaids.

Scene: Ik-foro the palace of Thosous at Troeiu?n, where
Theseus dwelt, bciiin sclf-cxiled for a year from Athem,
to exjiiate the shedding of the blood of kinsmen who had
sought to dethrone him.

vol rv.



innOAYTOS 2TE(^ANHc^0P02

A+POAITH

IToW^ fi€v iv iSpoTolcri kovk cn'covvfiof

6ea K€KXy]fxai Kv7rpt<;, oupavov t ecrco'

oaoi T€ irovTou Tep/j.6voov r W^rXavTiKcov

vaiovaiv etao) (f>co^ opwvre'i rfkiov,

Tov<; jxev ae^oira<i TUfia Trpea^evo) Kpavq,

(T^aWo3 6' oaoi, (pporovaiv €is' ';/ia? fiiya.

evecTTi yap Bi) Kav 6ecop yevei roSe,

Tip.(i)/J.evoi ^aipovaiv avdpcoTTuiv vtro.

Bei^o) Be fivOiov tcopS' aXrjOeiav Ja^a*

6 yap fie Qrjaeoi'i TraU, \\p.a^6vo^ toko^

'iTTTroXfTO?, ayvov YlLrdeo)^ TratSevpaTU,

povo^ iroXiTMv TtjcrSe yi)<; Tpot^tjiias

Xeyei KaKLaTijv ZaipovcDv iretpuKevai,

avaiverai Be XeKTpa kov \lravei ydpMV
^OLfSov 6' aBeX(}}i]v''ApTep.tv A/09 Kopijv

Tipa, peyi(Tri)v Baipovcov I'jyovpevO'i-

•^Xwpav 6' av' v\y]v irapdevto ^vvcov del

Kvcriv raxeta;? Ofjpai; e^aipel y^dovo'^,

pei^co /Sporeia? irpoaTrecrcov 6p,tXLa'i.

20 TovToiat pel' vvv ov (pdovciy li yap pe Bel

;

a S' eU epL i}pdpT)]K€, ripcopijaopat

'IttttoXvtov ev rf/B' i)pepa' to, iroXXa Be

TrdXat TrpoK6\\fa(j\ ov ttovov ttoXXov pe Bel.
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HIPPOLVTUS

Kntcr APiiuoDiTK

AI'IIKUUITK

Mighty on carlli, iniglity in Iicnvcn, am I

Cypris the Goddess named, a glorious name.
And of all dwclK rs twixt tlie Pontic Sea
And All. is' bourn, whicli look on the sun's Iigl>t,

I honour thcn> which rcvcrcnci- my power,
Ikit brin;^ the pntud hearts that d^iy me low.

For even to the (lods this appertains,

Tiiat in the homage of mankind tiu-y joy.

\iv\ I will give swift proof of these my words :

For Theseus' son, born of the Amazon, 10

Hipj)olytus, pure-heartetl I'itlheus" ward,
Sole mid the folk of tliis Troczenian land

.•^ayeth that vilejjt of the Gods am I ;

Uejeets the eoueh ; of marriage will he ntmc,
Hut honours Phoebus' sister .\rtemis,

Zeus' ehild, and eounts her greatest of the (iods
;

And through the greenwood in the Maid's train

still

\\ itii swift hounds sweeps the wild beasts fri»in the

earth

Linked with com|Kinionsliip too high for man. 20

Yet this I gruilge not: what is this to me?
But his deharue of me will I avenge
l'|K)n Hippolytiis this day : the jKith

\N'ell-nigh is eleared ; scant i>;iins it needeth yet.
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irinOAYTOS 5TE*ANH<I>OP02

iXduvra yap viv Tlndew; ttot ^k Sofioiv

ae/MVCov eV oyjrLv xal reXrj ixvai-iipiwv

Xiavhiovo^ ytjv, irarpo'i evyevh^ hu^ap
ISovaa ^PaiSpa Kaphiav KareiyeTO

epcoTi Seivcf} Tol'i €fiol<; ^ovXev/xaai.

Ka\ TTplv jxev iXOetv T?;z'8e yijv Tpot^ijviav,

30 Trirpav Trap" avriji' JJaWd8o<i Karoyfnov

yfj<; rfjaBe vaov KuTrptSo? iyKaOlaaro,

ipcoa epwT eKBrj/jLov 'Itttto/Vutw S' tVi

TO XoLirov onvu/jia^ev IhpvaOat deciv.

iirel Bt (-)j;creu^ Ke/irpoTTtaz' XeiTret xOova,

fiiaafia (}>evya)v aifiaTO^ IlaXXavricoJv,

Koi Ti'jvBe avv hd^apri vavaroXel ')(Oova,

et'iavalav eKSij/j.oi> alveaa^i (f)uyi]V,

h'Tavda B)) arevovaa KUK7r€7rXy]y/j.evy]

Kivrpoi<; epcoTO<; ?} rdXaiv uTroXXvTaL

40 criyf]- avi'OiBe 8' ovri^ OLKerioi' voaov.

aXX' oiiTi ravrrj rovB^ epcoTU xph 'rreaelv

Bei^oi Be ^rjcrei Trpdyfia, KaK^ain]aerai.

Kai TOP fi€P ')fJ.ii' TToXe/xtov veaviav

KTevel irajijp cipalaiv, a? 6 irovTiO'i

dva^ YlocreiBoiv loiraaev Hr^ael yepa<;,

fx)]S}v jxcnaiov el<i Tp)<; eu^aaOai Oew.

1}
8' €VKXet)<; fiiv, aXV oyuo)? aTroXXuTai,

^'>aLBpa' TO yap jPjcxS' ov TrpoTifi/jcra) kokov

TO /i// Oil Trapaax^lv tov<; efiov<i €xdpov<i €/xol

50 BiKrjv Totjavrrjv mot ejiot KaXo)<; e^eir.

a\X', elaopo) yap TovBe iralBa 0>;cr€&)9

(TTeixovra 6i)pa<; fxox^ov CKXeXonroTa,

'Itt-ttoXvtov, t'^o) TMvBe ^tjaofiai tottcov.

iToXij<i 8' dfi avTO) irpoaTToXcov OTricrdoTrov^

K(ofio<; XiXaK€v "Apre/xip ti/mcou dedv
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HIPPOLYTUS

For, as from halls of Pittheus oiue he sought
Pandioii's land, to sec and to be sealed

In the Great Mysteries, Phaedra, liitjh-born wife

Of his own father, saw him ; and !>er heart

In fierce love was enthralled by my device.

She, ere she came to this Troezenian lai\d.

Hard by the Unck of Pallas, which looks down 30

On this land, built to me a shrine, for love

Of one afar ; and for Hippolyfus' sake

She named it " Love Fast-anchored," for all lime
Hut since from Cecrops' land forth TIk-scus passctl,

Fleeinj; the bUxxl-^uilt of the sons of Pallas,

And unto this shore with his wife hath sailctl.

Submitting unto exile for one year,

Thenceforward, sighing and by stings of love

Distraught, the hapless one wastes down to death

Silent : her malady no handmaid knows. ^O

Ah, but not so shall this love's issue fall.

Theseus shall know this thing ; all bared shall be :

And him that is my foe his sire shall slay

Hy curses, whose fulfilment the Sea-king

Poseidon gave to Tiieseus in this l)oon—
To ask three tilings of him, nor pray in vain.

And she shall die—O yea, her name unstained.

Yet Phaedra dies : I will not so regard

Fler piiin, as not to visit on my foes

Such penalty as is mine honour's due. 50

But,—forasmuch as Theseus' son I see

Yonder draw near, forsaking hunting's toil,

Ilippolytus,—forth will I from this place.

Ila, a great press of henchmen following shout,

Honouring with songs the Goddess Artemis!
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mnOAYTOS STE^ANH^OPOS

vfxvoiaii'' 01) yap o7S' (iv€(pyfM€i'a<; 7rv\a<;

"A180V ^ao9 re \ol(t6iov /SXeTToov rohe,

innoATTOS
eirecrd^ a8ovT€<; eTreaOe

rav Ai09 ovpaviav

60 ^Apre/xtv, a fi€\6fx€ada.

XOP02 KTNHrnN
TTOTi'ia TTorvia aepLvoruTa,

7iaro< yei'eOXov,

;^a?/?e X^^P^ A^°*» ^ Kopa
AaToi"; "ApTCfii kuI A/ 09,

KaWiara iroKv TrapOevwv,

a fj,€yav kut ovpavov

vaUf^ einrarepeiav ai'Xdv,

Zavb<; 'jTo\{>Xpv(Tov oIkuv.

70 X^^P^ P'^''* ^"^ KaWlcTTa
tcaWcara tcov Kar "OXx'pTrov

irapOevwv, "Aprept.

innoATT02
(Toi rovBe ttXcktoi' cnef^avov c^ uKijodrov

Xeipibvo<;, Co hemrotva, Koap,i]aa<; (pepoi,

evO' ovre Trotpijv n^iol (f)ep0€iv /Sora

ovT rjXOe TTco (TLBr]po<;, aXV uKi']parov

peXiaaa Xetpwv' i)pu'ov hiipX'^raL'

AiSoj? 5e voTdfiiaLO-i Kriirevei 8p6croi<;.

'6(Toi<; BiSaKTOv pr]hev, aW' iv rf] (pvaei

80 TO (Taxppoveu' etXrjxev et9 ra ttuvO' 6po)<;,

TOUT0/9 hpeirecrOai, roc'i KaKolac S' ov ^t'ytt/9,

aXX 0) (plXi] hiairoiva, %/)U0"e'a9 Kopi]'^

avdhqpa Se^ai X^^P^'* (^(^^/3oi'<; airo.

fiovo) yap iart tovt efjiol yipa<i ^porcov
(To\ Koi ^vveifit, Kul X6yoi<i a dpeL^opa.i,
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HIPPOLYTUS

He knows not Hades' f^atcs wide tiling for him.

Ami this d.iv's h^'ht the last his eves shall see.

[Exit.

Knicr iiii'POLVTUs and Arrr.NDANT huntsmen.

IIII'I'OI.VTUS

Follow on, follow on, rinp tint the lay

Unto Artemis high enthroned in the skv, GO

Zeus' child, in her keeping who hath us aye.

CHORUS or huntsmen
O Majesty, Daughter of Zeus, dread Queen,

I hail thee, Artemis, now,
Leto's Daughter, O Zeus's eliild,

Loveliest lar of tlie L'ndefiled !

In that great Home oi the Mighty Father,

1 lie palace of Zeus, mid the glory-sheen

Of gold -there dwellest tlmii.

O Fairest, to theeward in greeting I rail, 70

Artemis, fairest of M.iidens that gather

in Olympus' liull !

HH'I'OLVTUS

l"or thee this woven garland from a mead
I'lisullied have 1 twiiud, O (^ueen. and hring.

I here never sheplunl dares to feed his tloek.

Nor steel of sickle eame : oidy the bee

Roveth the springtide mead utidesecratc :

And Ueverence watereth it witli river-dews.

They which have heritage of self control

In all things, purity inborn, untaught, 80

These there may gather flowers, but none imjnirc.

Now Queen, dear (^ueen, receive this unadem
I'rom reverent hand to deck tliy golden hair

;

I'or to me sole of men this grace is given.

That I be with thee, convei-se hold with thee,
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innOAYT02 2TE«l>ANH$OP02

K\v(t>v fiev avStjv, ofifia S' ov)(^ opdv ro crov.

TeXo? Be KafMyp-aifi oicnrep r/p^dfiTjv /3lov.

©EPAnnN
ava^, 0€ov<; yap Becx'Trora^ KoXeiv y^pewv,

ap av Ti fiov Be^aio ^ovk€vaavTO<i €v

;

innoA'rro2

90 Kai Kapra y' y yap ov crocpol (paivoifieO^ av.

EPAnnN
olad^ ovv ^pOTOiaiv 09 KaOearrjKev i>6/xo<;

;

mnoATTOS
ovK oJSa' Tov Be Kal fi dvi(TTop€l<; Trepi

;

©EPAnnN
fjLiaelu TO ae/ii'ov Kal to /xr; irdaiv <f)[\oi'

;

innoATTOS
opOoi'i ye' Tt9 6' ou a-e/j.i'b<; d')(j9eLvo^ ^porayv ;

©EPAnnN
ev S' evTrpoaijyopoiaiv eari ti<; X^'P'-'^ >

innOATT02
TrXeLcrri] ye, Kal KepBo<i ye avv fiox^ffi fipax^i.

©EPAnnN
rj Kiiv Oeolcn ravTov iX7ri^ei<i ToBe ;

innOATT02
elirep ye Oinjrol OeCov i'ufioi<n yfidopueda.

©EPAnnN
TTW? ovv (TV cr€fivi}v Baipov ov irpoaevveirei';

;

mnoATTOS
100 TLv ; evXafiov Be firj tc aov a(f>a\fj arofia.

©EPAnnN
T^vS* Tj TTvXaiai aal^ e(l>eaTi]K€V Ku7r/9t9.
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HIPPOLYTUS

Hearincr thy voice, yet seeinp not tliy face.

And may I end life's race as I began.

SERVANT
Prince,

—

Masters may we call the Gods alone

—

NN'ouldst thou receive of me good counselling ?

HIPPOLYTUS

Yea surely : else were ! fool manifest. 90

SERVANT
Knowest thou then the st.iljli^hcd wont <>f men?

—

IIII'I'OLVTUS

Not 1 thy drift : whereof dost question me ?

SERVANT
Tti hate the proud reserve that owns few friends.

MIPI'OI.VTIS

Rightly: what pmud man is not odious ?

SERVANT
Ami in the gracious is there naught of charm ?

niPPoLVTis

Yea, nuK-h. and profit won with little pains.

SKRVANT

And (kcm'st thou not this same mav ht>hl with
Gods ?

HIPPOLYTUS

Yea, if men live in laws derived from (io<ls.

SERVANT
W hy not then greet a Cniddess worshipful.^

IIII'POLVTIS

Whom?— have a care thy lips in no wise err.^ 100

SERVANT
Even Cvpris, there above thy jwrtil set.

' "The Worshipful GoddeMos" was the peculiar title of

the Eumenidcs, whom it was ill-omeued to name.
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innOAYTOS 2TE*ANH<I>0P05

innoATT02
irpoaaiOev uvtjjv dyvo<; o)v acnrd^ofiai,

©EPAnnN
<T€fMvi] ye fievTOi Kinria-rifio'; iv ^porol<;.

innOATT02
aWoKTiv aWo<i 0€O)V re KavOpwirwv fxeXei.

0EPAnnN
€v8acfiovoi7]<; vovv e^cov oaov ere Bel.

innoAiT02
ov8ei<; fju apiaKci vvktI davjjbaaro^ decov.

©EPAnnN
Tt/xatan>, m irai, Baifiovav )(prja9ai XP^^^'

innoATTOS

X^pelr, owaSoL, /cal 'Kape\66vTe<i hojiovt

(TLT(oi> fjiiXecrde' TepTrvov e« Kvvayla^

110 Tpdire^a 7r\i]p7]<;' koI KaTa-^i']\€iv ^P^^v
('ttttou?, oTTdJ? civ dpfxaai ^€v^a<; vrro

^opa<i KopeaOel^ yvfivdcrco rd irpoac^opa'

rt]v ar]v Se Is^vTrpiv ttoXV eyco x^^ipeiv Xiyo).

©EPAnnN
yj/xeh Be—tol"? ^€0^9 ynp ov /xi/jii]Teov—
(f)poi'ovvT€<; ourco<; ri? Trpeirei BovXoi^ Xeyeiv,

Trpocreu^o/zecrda toIctl aol<; dydXp.acn,

BiaTTOwa Kvirpi. -yP') ^^ avyyi'cop.7]v e)(eiv,

ei Tt? a I <^' ^]/3rj^ cnTXdy)(yov evTOvov (pepcou

/xdraia ^d^er firj BoKei tovtov KXveiv

120 ao(pcoTepou<; yap xph /3pOT(x)v elvai deov<i.

XOP02
oiKeavov Ti<i vBcop arp. a
ard^ovaa irerpa Xiye-ai

ftaTTrav KdXiricn pvrdv
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IHPPOLYTUS

HIPI'OI.VTl'S

From far 1 greet her, who am UTulefiled.

SERVANT
Worshipful is slie, glorious among men.

HIPI•OL^•Tl•S

Of Gods, of men, each maketh still his choice.

SKIIVANT

Now prosper thou ;—be needful wisdom thine !

IIIITOLVTUS

No God who hath nii^ht-liomage pleaselh me.

SERVANT
Guerdons of Gods, my son, ought men to use.

MII'l*Ol.VTLS

Depart, mine henchmen, enter ye the halls,

And set on bread. The full board welcome is

When hunting's done. .And one must groom mystccds, 1 10

That I may yoke them to the chariot-pole.

Being full of meat, and breathe them in the nice.

Hut to thy Cypris wave I long farewell. [Kxil.

SERVANT
Hut we—who must not tread in steps of youth—
With whispered humbleness most meet for thralls

Make supplication to thine images,

(^uecn Cypris. It beseems thee to forgive,

If one that bears through youth a vehement he.irt

Speak folly. Be as though thou hcardest not

;

l"or wiser Gods should be than morUil men. [liiit. 120

Enter ciioRUS of Troezenian Ladies.

CHORUS
(.S7r. 1)

A rock there is, wlierefrom, as they tell, the springs

of the heart of the Ocean well.

Whence the rifts of the crags overbeetling send
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mnOAYTOS 2TE$ANH$OP02

ira'yav Trpoieicra Kpr^fivdv,

'69 1 fioi Ti<; Tjv (f)i\a,

TTopcpvpea (f)dp€a

TTOTUpia Bp6(T(p

reyyovaa, 0€pp.a<; S' eVi vojra Trerpas

evaXiov KaTe^aXk"' oOev fioi

130 Trpcora <^dri<; rjXOe Zecriroii'afi'

reipofiivav voaepa dvr. a
Kona Sep,a<i eVT09 e)(€ip

OLKwv, \e7nd 5e (f)dpT}

^ai'ddv K€<f)a\di> aKid^eiv,

rpirdTav Be viv kXvo)

rdi'Se Kar dp,/3poa[ov

crr6paT0<; dpiipav

^dpaTpo<i uKTa<; Befui<; dyvov I'cr^eiVt

KpuTTTO) TrdOei Oavdrou deXovcrav

140 KeXcrat ttotI reppa Bvaravov.

y av y ^ eV^eo9, w /covpa, <np. P
en eK liaz-o? eiu LKaTa<i

t) aepvCov Kopu/3dvTcov

(f)OiTa<;, r) pajpo'i 6peLa<; ;

(TV K dp(f)l rdv TToXvOrjpov

AtKTVi'vav dp,7rXaKLai<;

di'iepo<; ddurcov TreXdi'ow rpv^ei

;

(poiTO, yap KoX Old Xtpva<;

Xepcrov 6* virep 7reXdyov<;

150 8ii'ai<; ev V0TLai<i uXpu<;.

rj TToatv, Tov 'Epex^^tBdv upt. ^
dp^ayov, tov evTrarpiBav,

* Metzgcr : for av yap of MSS.
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HirPOLYTUS

For the pluriLriiip urns their founts outst reaming

:

Even tlicre did 1 light on a in.iideii. my friend,

As she drenehcd the mantles purj»le-jjleamin<^

In the river\vard-<;htteriniT spray.

And spread tlic dye of the Tyrian shell on the roeks

wiiere glowing the sunbeams fell.

Hers were the lips that I first licard s;»v

How wasteth our ladv away: 130

(Anf. 1)

For a tale they told of a fevered bed, of the feet that

forth of her bower ne'er tread,

Of tiic dainty-woven veil that is cast

For a darkness over the tresses golden.

Yea. and bv this hath the third day past [holden

That the (|ueen from her fair vuunglips hath wit h-

'I'lu- gift of the I-idy of Corn,

K'H j)iii(r her body thereof unti-d, as though 'twere

pollution to taste of bread,

With anguish uinittered longing forlorn

One haven to win—deatii's b()urn. 140

O cpieen, what if this be possesi>io!i [Sir. 2)

Of Pan or of Heeate ?—
Of the Mother of Dindynniv- Hill ?—
Or the awful Coryl)ant thrill ?

Or hath Artemis found transgression

Of offerings unrcndered in thee? [here?—
Hath the Iiand of the Huntress been
For she flasheth o'er mountain and mere.

And rideth her triumph-j)rocession

Over surges and swirls of the sea. 150

Or thy princely lord, in whose leading (^.inl. '_')

Be the hosts of Ercchtheus' race.
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innOAYTOS 2TE*ANH4'OP02

TToifiaivei ri? iv olkoi<;

KpvTTTa Koira Xe'x^eoiv ao)V ;

i) vav^dra<i 7L<i ercXevaev

Kpr]Ta<; e^op/io<i dvrjp

\ip.eva rov ev^eivorarov vavTai<;,

<f)dpav TrefMTTOJv ^aaiXeia,

\vTTa 8' virkp iradicov

160 evvaia BeSerac i/^u^a ;

(piXel Be TO. BvajpoTTU) '^vvaiKwv iirwl

appLOvia kuko, hv(jravo<i

dpri)(avia avvoiKeiv

(M)Bii'0)v T€ Koi d(f>poavpa<;.

Bi ipd<; fi^ev TTore v7]Bvo<; aS" avpa'

rdv B ev\o\ov oupaviav

To^ojv pLcBeovaav dvTeuv

^Apjepiv, Kai poi 7ro\v^7]iX(OTO<i uel

aiiv deolcn (^oira.

170 «\X' r]Be Tpo(f)6<; yepatd irpo Oupcov

Tj'jvBe Kop,L^ova e^co peXdOpwv
arvyvbv 6' (x^pvwv ve(f)o<; av^drerai.

Ti TTOT €<JTi p-adelv epuTai '^v^j],

Tt BeBi'jXrjrai

Se/ia? dW6)(poov j3a(JLKeia<i.

TP0*02

(x> KaKa OmjTciyi' aTvyepal re voaoi.

ri a iyo) Bpdaco ; Tt 8t" //.>) Bpdcrco ;

ToBe a01 (pey/o^ 'Kapurpov, oS" aWijp*

€^(i) Be B6po)i> ijBt] voaepat

ISO Bep,via Koirr]^,
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HIPPOLYTUS

Halli one in his halls beguiled,

That thy couch is in secret defiled ?

Or hath some sea-trailicker, speeding

From Crete over watery ways
To the haven whtre shipuien would be,

Brought dolorous tidinjjs to thee

That hath bowed thee with an^rnish exceedinfj

On thy bed through thy soul's prison-days 160

Or shall this be the discord niouinful, weirdly

haunting, [of woman's being ?

That ofttinies jarreth and jangleth the strings

'Tis the shadow of travail-throes nigh, a delirium

spirit-daunting : [have felt it shiver :

Yea, I have known it, through mine own btisoni

Hut I cried to the (^uem of the How, to the Iklj)er

in travail throe for refuge fleeing
;

And by grace of the Gods she hearkeneth ever

my fervent request, she is there to deliver.

But lo, ihrougli the doors wlierc cometh the grey- 170

haired nurse

Leading the stricken one forth of her bowers :

On her brows aye darker the care-cloud lowers.

My s])irit is yearning to know what is this strange

curse,

Wherefore the queen's cheek ever is jialing,

And her strength is failing.

Fnler i-makdha, nuusk, and handmaids.

NURSE

O atllictions of mortals, O bitter pain !

What shall I do unto thee, or refrain ?

Lo lure is the light of the sun, the sky:

Brought forth of the halls is thy bed ; hereby
Thy cushions lie. 180
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innOAYTOS 2TE<I>A^H<l>0P02

oevpo yap i\6eiv irdv eTro? ^v aoc
Tc'i-^a S' el<i ddXd/iovi cnrevcrei'i to ttoXiv.

ra^v yap acfxiWei KovSevl ')(aipei<i,

ovhe a apkaicu to irapov, to S' airov

(f)i.\Tepov i]y€c.

Kpelaaov Se voaeiv rj depaireveiv

TO fi€v ecTTiv aifkovv, T(u Be avvdiTTei

XvTTT} re (f)pev(i)v ^epaiv t€ ttovo^.

7ra<; 8 68vv7]p6<; ^lo<; uvdpdtTTwv,
190 KovK e(TTi TTovcov dvdT7avat<i'

aXX 6 TL Tov ^I'jv <f>L\Tepov dXXo
(TK0T0<; d/xTTLcr^cov KpvTTTei ve<peXai<;.

BucrepcoTe^ B>] (paivofieO^ oWe?
TOvB , TL TOVTO CTTtX/Sei KUTCl yijV,

Bi dTreipo(Tvvi)v dWov ^cotov
KOVK uTToBei^iv TOiv vTTo yaia^'

[xvdoi<; 5' dWco<i (pepofieaSa.

*AIAPA

aipeTC fiov Be/j.a<;, opOovTe Kdpa'
\e\v/j.ai fieXetov crvvBecrfxa, <bt\at.

200 XdfBeT eu7r7;;^et9 ;^e?pa?, irpoTroXoi.

fiapv fioi Ke(f)aXd^ eTriKpavov tYtiy
a(f)€X , dp,7reTaaov /SoaTpvxoi' oypoi^.

TPO<t>02

ddpcrei, TCKVov, Kal yu,// ;^a\e7rai9

/i£7a/3a\Xe Bep.a^.

paov Be voaov /xeTu 6^ >]crv\La<;

Kal yei'vaiov X)']paTO<; oicref?*

l.io)(delv Be ^poTocacv dvdyKT).
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HIPPOLYTUS

Ilithcrward wouldst thou conic ; it was all tliv moan :

Vet a!)ack to tliy bowers wilt thou fret to be ptne.

Thou art soon disappointed, thou jovcst in naught.

What thou hast cannot please tliee ; a thing far-

sought
'Ihy fancy hath caught

Better be sick than tend the sick :

Here is but one pain
;
grief of mind

And toil of hands be there combined.

O'er all man's life woes gjather thick
;

190

Ne'er from its travail resj)ite is.

If better life beyond be found,

The darkness veils, clouds wrap it round ;

Therefore infatuate-fond to this

We cling—this earth's poor sunshine-gleani :

Naught know we of the life to come,

There speak no voices from the tomb :

We drift on fable's shadowv stream.

I'H.AKDIIA

Uplift ye my body, mine head upraise.

Friends, faint be my limbs, and unknit be their

bands.

Hold, maidens, my rounded arms and min«- hands. JOO

Ah, the coif on mine head all heavily weighs :

I'ake it thence till mine hair o'er my shoulders bliays !

NunsE

Take heart, my child, nor in such wild wise

Toss thou thy body so fevered ly.

Lighter to bear shall thy sickness be.

It thine high-born courage in calm strength rise :

Inr the doom of sorrow on all men lies.
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innOA\T02 2TE<I>ANH<I>OP02

AlAPA
alai.

TTw? av Bpoaepd^ utto KpT]viBo<;

KaOapwv vBdrcov ttw/x apvaaLp-av,

210 vTTo r alyeipoi^; ev re KO^i^rt)

Xeificovi Kkidelcr dvairavcraifiav,

TP0*02

CO Trai, Tt 6poeL<i ;

ov /Jii] Trap o^Xcfi rdSe jrjpvcrei

fiavUi<i €7ro\ov piirrovaa \6jop ;

aiapa
Tre/iTrere /x' et? opo<i- eljii Trpot; vXaf
Kal irapa irevKa^, "va Or]po(f)ui>oi

arei^ovai Kvve^

^a\tai<i eXa(/)0£<? i'y)(pifi7rT6/jLevai'

7rpo<i deo)v, epafiai Kvcrl Ofoi'^ai

220 Kal Trapd •^(^airav ^avddv ply^rai

%e(jaa\ov opiraK , iiriXoyxpv e)(ova

TP0*02

Ti ttot', w TeKvov, rdSe Kr)paLV€i<i ;

ri KvvTjyeaiwv Kal aol fieKerr) ;

Tt he Kpt]vaia)v vacrfxajv epaaai ;

irdpa yap Spoaepa 7rvpyot,<; crvi^€)(T]<i

K\iTv<i, odev aoL ruopa yevoiT dv.

AIAPA
Becnroiv d\La<i ''Aprepn Aifiva<f

Kal yvixvacTLWv tcov nnroKpuTMV,

230 eide yevoipav ev (Jol<; 8a7reBoi<;,

TTcoXovf 'Ei'eTa9 Ba/MiXi^ofiei'a.
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HIPPOL^TUS

PIIAKDIIA

Oh but to quaffj vliere the spray-vcil drift t-tli

O'er taintless fouiUains, the dear eool strc.tin ! 210

Oh to he in the mead where the soft wind Hftelh

Its tresses
—

'neath jHjplars to He and dream !

nlhsj:

My ehild, my child, wliat is this thou liast cried?

Ah, speak not thus, with a throng at thy side,

Wild words that on win^^s of madness ride !

i'HAKUIIA

Let me hence to the mount.-iin afar— I will hie me
To the forest, the ])incs where the stag-hounds

follow

Hard after the flict dappled hinds as they fly me!
Oh, 1 long to <luer them with hunter's hollo,

—

Ah (j(h1, were I there I

—

And to grasp the Thessiilian shaft steel-gleaming, 220
And to swing it on hi;,d) by my hair outstreaming

—

My golden hair

!

NUHSE

What wouldst thou, my darling, of suchlike things?
Will naught save tlic hunt and the hounds content ?

And whv art thou yearning for fountain-springs?

Lo, nigh to thv towers is a soft sloped be nt

With streams for thy drinking dew-besprent.

I'HAKnilA

L.idy of Limnc, the burg looking seaward.

Of the thunder of hoofs on the wide racecourses.

Oh for the plains where the altars to theeward 230
Flame, there to be curbing the Hcnet;m horses !
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TP0<I>02

Tt ToS' av 7rapd(pp(ov epptyjra^; eVo? ;

vvi> 8t) fiev 6po<; /Sacr' eVt 6i)pa<;

TToOov iaikXkov, vvv 8' av yfrap-dOot^

eV dKu/idvroi<; ttcoXcov epaaai.

TciSe fiavTeta<; d^ia ttoW/)?,

oari^ ae Oecov uvaaeipd^et

Kal TTapaKoTTTei (f)pei'a<;, (o irai.

*AIAPA

SvaTai'o^ eyd), tl ttot eipyacrufiav ;

240 rrrol 7rape7r\dy)(^dr]v yvcop.a'i uyadiif ;

ifidv7)i>, eireaov 8aLfiovo<; ara.

(f)€v (f)€v, rXdjxcov.

fiaca, TrdXiv jjlov Kpvyjrov K€<f)a\dv'

alSovfieda yap to, \e\eyfiiva fioi.

Kpvme' KUT oaawv Bdxpv fioi /Saivei,

Kal eV ala)(iii'av oppa reTpaTrrai.

TO yap opOovadai yvcopav oBuva,

TO Be puivopevov KaKov dXkd xparei

pjj yiyv(i)(TKOVT uTToXecrOai.

250 KpvTnco' TO B' epbv irore B)) Odvaro^
acopa KaXvylrei.;

TToWd BiBdaKei p! o 7roXv<i i3loto<}'

XP^F y^P p^~p^cL<i et? dXXi'iXovi;

(f)iXLa^ 6vi]T0v<i uvaKLpvaadai,

Kal pLTj 7rpo<i aKpov pveXov yf^vx^J^t

evXvTa B elvai arepyrjOpa (jypevcov

diro r (ocraa-Oat Kal ^uvreivai.

TO S' inrep Btaacov piav coBiveiv

\jrvxv^ Xd^CTTOv ^dpo<i, 0)9 Kaytb

260 TVjaB^ virepaXyoi.
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HIPPOT.YTUS

NURSE
What speech in thy frenzy outflingest thou ?

The mountain-ward path then fain hadst thou

taken

On the track of the beasts : and thou ycarnest now
For the steeds on tlie sea-sands wave-forsaken !

Of a surrty the lore of a seer we lack

To tell what God, child, reineth thee back,

And scourgeth thy spirit from reason's track.

IMIARDilA

hapless I— what is tills I have done ?

Wliitherwaril have I wandered from wisdom's wav ? 240

1 was mad, by a God's curse overthrown.

Oh ill-starred—wt-Il-a-day !

Dear Nurse, veil over mine head once more ;

For I blush for the words from my lips that came.
\'eil me : the tears from mine eyes down pour.

And mine eytlids sink for shaiiif.

I'or anguish wakes when rc-dawneth the mind :

Though a curse be madness, herein is it kind,

That the soul that it ruins it striketh blind.

NtinsK

I veil thee :—ah that death would veil 2o0

Me too!—^with many a lesson stem
The years have brought, tliis too I learn

—

Be Hnks of mortal friendship frail

!

Let heart-strings ne'er together cling.

Nor be indissolubly twined

The chords of love, but lightlv joined

For knitting close or severing.

Ah weary burden, where one soul

Travails for twain, as mine for thee ! 260
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jSi6rov S' aTp£K€i<; iTTiTT^Sevcrei';

<P<1(t\ a(pd\\€iv TrXiov rj repTreiv,

Tff ff xrfieia [xaWov iroXepeiv.

CVTdD TO Xiav ^aaov eVan'co

ycv firiBev ayav

X0P02
y-jiai yepaid, ^acnXlB'x; tt/ctt?; Tpo(f>€

^aihpa'i, opoy p-ev TciaSe huarrjvov; Tv^a^,

aaijpa 5' rjplv )'jti<; iarlv rj v6ao<i'

cov S* t^v iTvdeaOai koI Kkveiv ^ov\oLp.ed^ av.

TPO+02

cvK olB' iXiyxova' ov yap ivvkireiv OeXei.

X0P02
ovh^ fjTi^ ap'X^Tf TwvBe irrjpbcLTWV €(f>v ;

TP0*02

t7<? ravTov i]K€i<;' TruvTa yap cnya rdSe.

X0P02

is dcrOevel t€ ^^al Ka-re^avrai 6e/ia9.

TP0*02
'n'j}<; S" ov, rpiraiav ova dano^ i)p€pav ;

X0P02
TTorepov vTT fiT?;? 17 daveiv Treipwfievrj

;

TP0*02
daveiv dcrnel h el<; diroajacxiv ^iov.

XOP02
OavfiacTOV etTra?, et raS' e^apKct 'jroaei.

TPOfrOS

Kpvinei yap IjSe Trfjpa kov (f)r]aiv voaecv.

XOP02
6 8 ei9 TrpoacoTTOV ov jeKfiaipejai. ^eirwv ;
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HIPPOLYTUS

Ruin, not bliss, say they, shall be
Care's lifc-absorbinp heart-control.

Yea, that way sickness, madness, lies.

Therefore " the ovemuich " shall be
Less than " the n.iiiirlit-too-much " for me :

So say I : so shall say the wise.

CIIOIIL'S

Thou j^rey-haircd dame, qiiren Phaedra's loyal nurse,

In sooth I mark her lamcntabk" |ili<;ht.

Vet what her malady, to us is dark.

Fain would we question thee and hear thereof. 270

NT USE

I know not, though I ask : she will not tell.

CHORUS
Nor what was the beginning of these woes ?

NURSE
The same tliv t;<>al : nauijht saveth she of all.

CIIOUIS

How strengthless and how wa.sted is her fr.imc !

NURSE
No marvel, beinj; three days foodless now.

( noRUs

Madness is this, or set resolve to die ?

NURSE

To die : she fasteth to make end of life.

CHORUS

Strange is thy tale, if this content her lord.

NURSE

Nay, but she hides her pain, nor owns she ails.

CHORUS
Should he not guess?—one glance upon her face? 280
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TP0*02

€KBr]fw<i aiv yap rrjaSe rir/xavei xOovo^.

XOP02
ai) 8' ovK avdyKTjv 7rpocr(j)€p€t<;, Treipcofievr}

vocrov Trvdeadai rrjaSe Kal irkdvov (ppevwv ;

TP0*02
etV Trav d<f)iy/xai KovSev etpyaafiai irXeov

ov ixrjv avrjaoi y ovSe vvv 7rpo6vp.La^,

o)? a J' Trapovcra Ka\ av pLOi ^vp.papTvprj<;

o'la 7r€<pvKa SvaTuxovai SeaTrorai^;.

dy , M (fiiXr) Trai, Tfov irdpoiOe fiev Xoywv
XadoifxeO' up,({)co, Kal av B' i)hiwv yevov

(nvyi'i-jv 6(^pvv \vaacra kol yvct)pi]<; 686v,

iyd) 6' oTTj} aot p>) /faXw? t66' e'nToprjv

fiedeia eV dWov elpi /SeXTio) \6yov.

K€i pev j'ocret") ri tcov dTroppjjroyv fcaKMV,

yvi>aiK€^ a'lSe (TvyKaOiardvai vocrov

el S" €K(f)np6<; cToi <Tvp(f)opn tt/jo? dpcreva^;,

Xcy, o)s larpoi^; Trpdypxi prjvvdfj rote,

elev Tt cnya.<; ; ovk €XP^I^' ^^H"^' t^kvov,

dW 7] p, eXey^eii', ei tl prj KaXcof Xeyco,

y Tolcriv €v Xf;^^e?cri avy)(^ci)p€2v X6yoi<;.

(f)Oey^at t/, Sevp" dOpyjcror' (o rdXaii'' iydi.

yvvalK€<f, dXX(o<; ravage pox^ovpev tt6vov<s,

\aov h aTreapev tm irpiv ovre yap totc

X670/9 ereyyeO^ ijSe vvv r ov TreideTat.

aXX lad I pevToi—Trpo? rdB' avOahearepa
y'lyvov 6aXdaar]<^—ei Oavei, Trpohovaa aov<;

7ratSa<; Trarpamv fxij peOe^ovra^ S6p,o)v,

pA T7)v dvaaaav ittttlciv ^Apn^ova,
fj aol<; T€Kvoiai SeaTroTip' iyeivaro

V060V <f>povovvTa yvrjai, olaOd viv /faXw?,

'iTnroXvTOv,—

•
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NL'RSE

Nay, absent is he from this land of late.

rnonus

Hut thou—dost not constrain her, strive to learn

Her malady and wandering of her wit ?

Ni'Rsr

All have I tried, and naught the more avniUd.

Yet will I not oven now alwitc my zeal :

So sUnd thou by and witness unto me
I low true am I to mine afflicted lords.

Come, darling child, the words said heretofore

Forget we both ; more gnicious-souled be thou :

Thy lowering brow, thy wayward m<K>d, put by; '-JOO

And I, wherein I erred in following tliee,

|{t frain, and unto wiser counsels seek.

If thy disease be that thou mayst not name,
I,o women here to all.iv tliv malady.

But if to men thy trouble may be told,

.•^pe.ik. that t<> leeches this may be declared.

Il.i, silent?— silence, child, besicms thee not.

( )r thou shoulilst chi(Ie me if I speak not well,

( )r unto pleadings wisely uttered yield.

One word I—look hitherward I . . . . ah, woe is me ! .KX)

Women, we toil and spend our strength for naught,

And still are far as ever : of my words

L'nmelted was she then, nor hearkenetli now.

Ilowbeit know thou—then be wa\nvarder

Than is the sea,—thv death shall but betray

riiv sons, who shall not share their fither's halls

—

No, by that chariot-queen, the Amazon.
Who Ivire to thy sons a bastard over-lord,

—

Not bastard-thoughted,—well thou knowest him,

Hippolytus

—
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4>AIAPA

oXflOl.

TPO*03
310 di'yydvei creOev ToSe ,

*AIAPA

aTrdoXeach fie, fiala, Kai ae tt/jo? Oecov

TODS' dvBpb^ avdi<i Xicraofiai aiydv irepi.

TP0*02
o/ja? ; <f)pov€l<; fiev ev, ^povovcra 8' ov diXei^

7raL8d<i T oinjcrai Kul aov iKcrMCTai ^iov.

*AIAPA

(f)t\(i) Te/cv- dWyj S' eV rvxo X^^H'^^^H'^^'

TPO*02
ayi'a? piv, w irai, x^^P'^'i a'yLiaTO? (j)op€c<; ;

AIAPA
^et/3€9 p^v dyvat, (f>p}]V B ex^i piaap.d ti.

TPO+02
/U.WV e^ iiraKTOV 'irrip,ovrj<t ix^pffiv Tiv6<i ;

AIAPA
<^i\o9 /i' aTToXXi'cr' oi!';^ CKOvcrav ovx (kcov.

TP0*02
320 0>;cr€U9 t^I'' i)pdpTrjK€V eh a apxtpjiav ;

*AIAPA

/i^ Bpcoa eywy CKelvov o<pdeii]v kukq)^,

TPO+02
Tt 7a/9 TO Seivov rovO^ 6 a i^aipf.i Oavelv ;

AIAPA
ea fjL dpaprelv ov yap eh (t dpap-rdvw.

TPO+02
ov ByjO' eKovad y , ev 8e aol XeXeiyp-op/ii.
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HIPPOLYTUS

PHAEDRA
Woe's me !

NUR8E
It stings thee, this? 310

PilAEDRA

Thou hast undone me, nurse : by heaven, I pray,

Speak tliou the name of this man nevermore,

NURSE
Lo thtif !- thy wit is sound : ^-ct of thy wit

Thou wilt not help thy sons nor save thy hfe

!

PlIAKDHA

I love them : other storms of fate toss me.

NUHsK
Sure, thine are hands, my child, unstained with l)l<K)d?

PHAEDRA
Pure be mine hands : the stain Ls on my soul.

NUR5E
Not, not of sorcery-spells by some foe cast?

PHAEDRA
A friend's blow this, unsou^^lit of him or me.

NURSE
Hath Theseus wrought against thee any sin ? 320

IMIAKDRA

May I be found as clear of wrong to him !

NURSE
W hat then is this strange thing that dtathward

drives thee ?

PHAEDRA
Let be my sin ! Not against thee I sin.

NURSE
Of my will, never 1 On thine head my failure !

^Clings to PHAEDRAs hands.
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AIAPA
Tt Bpa<; ; ^id^ei xeipo'i i^apTco/Mevrj

;

TPO+OS
Kal acov ye yovurcov, kov fxed-qcofiai irore.

AIAPA
KuK , CO TciXaiva, crol tc'iB', ei Trevaei, KaKa.

TP0+02
fiel^ov yap rj crov firj tvx^iv tl fioi /caKov ;

*AIAPA

oXer TO fievTOi itpayp, ip.o\ rtfirjv <f>€p€t.

TPO+02
Kuirena Kpvinci's \pi]aO lKvovp,ei>ri<; efiov ;

*A1APA

€K TWi' yap alaxpoyv iaO\a pijy^ai'eopef^a.

TP0*02
ovKovv \eyovcra TiptoiTtpa <^avel

;

AIAPA
direXOe 7rp6<; Oewv 8€^id<i r €p,rj<; /xeOe^.

TP0+02
ov S>)t , €7ret fwi hwpov ov hihw^ h XPV^'

AIAPA
ScocTW crt'/5a«? yap )^€ipo<; alhovpxii ro aov.

TP0+02
aiywfx dv r}hiy ao<i yap ovvrevdcv X0709.

AIAPA
ea TXrjfWV, olov, p,f]T€p, i^pdaOrj^ cpov,

TP0+02
hv eaxe ravpou, ri/cvov, r) tl (jiijf ToSe ;
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I'll AKDKA
\ iolence to me!— to mine hand clingcst tliou ?

NLHSK
Yea, and thy knees—nor ever will let ;;o

!

PilAKDIlA

riiy doom, uidinppv, shouldst tluni hear in niinr.

What darker doom for me than losing thee?

rMAKOIIA

I )i-ath ! Ah, l>iit mine own death shall Ix- mine
honour I

NfllsK

Still dost thou hide it, when I pray thy go<Hl ? 330

rilAKOKA

Yea, lor I I'ashiun out of evil good.

Nt'ltsK

If llien thou tell me, more shall Ik- thine honour.

i'ilACOItA

For C>o<l's Siike henec away : let go mine hand.

NfHHE
No I—while thou grantest not the boon my due.

I-MAKDIIA

I \mII, in reverence of thy suppliant hand.

NUIISE

1 am dumb : henceforth thy jMirt it is to speak.

IMJAKDRA

() hapless ujother'I—what strange love w;ls thine I

Nl'Il.xK

l^)ve for the bull, my ehild ?— or what wouldst
name ?

' Paaipha^, of whoM unnatural i»a«uon the Miuotuur v.aa

bom.
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*AIAPA

av r, 0) Tokaiv' 6/j.aifjL€, Aiovvaov Bd/xap,

TPO-tOS

340 reKPOV, Tt Tracr^et? ; avyyovov'i KaKOppodel<i ;

•tAIAPA

rpirrj t iycb Bvari]vo<; o)? u7roWv/j.ai.

TP0J'05

tK roi 7ri7r\i]y/j.ar ttol irpo^rjaeraL \uyo<; ;

*AIAPA

i/c€id€v y)fji€l<; ov vsoxttI 8ucrTV)(€t<;,

TP04>02

ovSiv ri fiaXXou olB^ a ^ovXofiat k\v€Iv.

*AIAPA

cf)ev-

irco^ av av poi Xe^eiw; up.e ^/jj; \eyetv ;

TPO+OS
ov pdvTi<: eipl rd^av?] yvwvai cra</)W'>.

*AIAPA

Tt Tov&\ o 8t) Xiyovaiv uvdpuyirov^i, epav ;

TPOi-OS

rjhiarov, a» tral, ravrov dXyeivov 0^ afia.

*AIAPA

ij/itt? dp" rjpev Oarepo) Kexp^lP-^voi.

TPO+OS
350 Ti <^/;<? ; ip(i<i, w r^Kvov, dvdpcoircov tlvo<: ;

AIAPA
ocrT/9 iroB^ ovt6<; ia6\ 6 t^9 Afia^ovo'i—

TPO<l>02

'IttttoXvtov avBa<; ;

AIAPA
aov rdh\ ovk ifwv k\v€i^.
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PHAEDRA
And tliou, sad sister, Dionysus' bride*.

MKSK
W hat ails tht-e, child ?—dost thou revile tliy kin ? 340

PHAEURA
And 1 tlic third— how am I misery-wrecked I

NUIISE

I ;ini 'wildercd all wIktcuiiUj ttiid thy wortls ?

IMIAKUHA

To the rock that wrecks us all, yea, from of old.

NUHSK
None the more know I that I fain would know.

PIIAtDKA

Ah, couldbt thou say for mc what I must say!

NfK.SK

•No seer am I to interj)ret hidden things.

PHAKDKA
What mean they when they speak of this— to love ?

NL'HSK

The sweetest thing, my child—ti»c bitterest too.

PIIAEUItA

For nie, the second only have I proved.

NUHSE
\\ hat say st thou ?—child, thou lovest— oh, what

man .'

350

PHAEDRA
Whate'er his name—'tis he— the Amazon's

—

NURSE
Ilippolylus .

PHAEDRA
Thou sayest it, not I.

' Ariadne, who, for Theseus' sake, was traitress to her fatlicr.
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TPO+05

OLfxoi, Tt Xe^€t9, T€Kvov ; cii? ^ uTrdoXecra';.

'yuvalK€<;, ovk uvacr^eT , ovk ave^o^ai

^oi<j' i-)(6pov ijfiap, i^dpov elcjopo) (f>do<;.

pLxjrco, piedi'^aoi acofi , (i7raWax0i']ao/j.ai

j3iov Oavovaa- y^aipeT' ovKer eifi eyco.

01 cr(o(f)pov€<i yap ou;^ eKOvre^, a\X' oyuo)?

KUKWV ipCxJi. KuTT/Ji? oiiK ap i]V de6<i,

360 aXX' ei ti ixet^ov aXko yiyverai deov,

1) Tj'jvSe K(\p.e fca\ ^.u/.iou<i uTrcoXeaev.

X0P02
dt€<; 6), €kXv€^ CO

avi}K0V(7Ta rd<i

Tvpdvvov irdOea ^eXea dpeopeva^.

6\oip.av eycoye, 7rp\v crdv, <^i\a,

Ka-ravvaai (ppeucov. ld> fj.ot, </)eO <pev.

0) TuXaiva rwvh dXyecov

0) TTOVOl Tp^(f>OPT€<i ^pOTOVf.

oXo)Xa9, €^e(p7}va<i ei<? <f)do<; KaKd.

TL<; ae 7rava^€pio<i oSe -)(p6vo<i fiivei

;

370 TeXevrdcreTal rt Kaivov 66/j,oi<;.

dcnifxa 8' ovfceT iarlv ol (^divei TV)(a

Kir7rpiSo<;, u) TdXaiva iral Kpyjaia.

*A1APA

Tpoi^ijviai yvi'alKe<i, at to6' ea^arov

oiKelre Y(opa<; IleXoTTta? TrpovayTriov,

ySj) TTor dvTTVOfi vvkt6<; ev fiaKp^ ypovay

6vi)T(ji)V i(^p6vria fi Bi€(f>OapTaL /Sto?.

Kul fioi SoKouatv ov Kara yvu)/jLT)<; (^vaiv

Trpdcrcreiv KdKiov, ecni yap to y ev (f)pov€iv

TToXXolaiv, dXXd tt/S' ddprjjeov roBe'

380 ra %/>?/crT' eTTiardfieaOa kuI yiyvuxTKOfiep.
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NT USE

Woe, child I What wilt thou say ? Thou hast (halt

me death I

Fiitiids, 'tis past bearing. I will not endure

To live. O hateful life, loathed lifxht to see I

I'll cast away, yield up, my frame, be rid

Of life by death I Farewell, I am no more.

The virtuous love— not willinply, yet love

The evil. Sure no Goddess Cypris is.

Hut, if it may be, something more than God, 300

Who hath ruined her, and me, and all this house.

cnoHus
(Sir. to 669-79)

Hast thou heard .'— the unspeakable tale h.ast thou

hearkened,
The uail of niv lady's anguish-throe?

O may I die, ah mc I ere I know,
Dear lady, a spirit as thine so darkened.

() misery-burdened, O whelmed in woe I

O troubles that cradle the children of men !

Undone !—all's bared to the daylight's ken.

.\li, weariful season for thee remaining I

Dark looms o'er the liousehold the shadow of doom. 370

Plain n"W where the star of thy love is waning,

O hapless daughter of Crete's proud home 1

l'll.\KnHA

Troezenian women, ye which here abide

Upon the utmost march of Pelops' land,

Oft sleepless in the weary-wearing night

Have I mused how the life of men is wrecked.

'Tis not, uieseems, through iid)orn folly of soul

They fare so ill,—discretion dwells at least

With many,—but we thus must look hereon

:

That which is good we learn and recognise, 380
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ovK eKirovovfjiev B\ ol fiev upyia<; vtto,

ol 8' 7)Sov7]v 7rpo6evTe^ uvtI tov kuXov

dWi^v Tiv. elal S' i)8oval iroXXal /Slou,

fiaKpai re \e(j)(aL koX a')(o\i], Tepirvov kukov,

alSa)<i re. SiacraL S' elaiv, rj fiev ov KaKrj,

V
^'

^X^^** oiK(i)v. el B o Kaipo^ yv aa(pj]<i,

OVK av 8u' rjarrjv ravr e^ovTe ypdfifiaTa.

TavT ovv eTreiSi] Tvyy^uvco (ppovova ejco,

OVK eaO' OTToUp (^app-uKco Sia(f>0epecv

390 €/j.eWov, (ocrre rov/x7ra\iv ireaelv (}>p€vcov.

Xe'fo) 8t" Kal aoi tT;? ifM7]<; yvco/j,rj<; oSov

iiret, fi €po}<; erpcocrev, iaKoirovv oirco^

KoXXicrT iveyKaifi avTov. yp^ci/x^jv fj,ev ovv

eK TOvSe, cnyciv Ti'jvSe koL Kpinrreiv voaov.

jXcocrat] yap ovSa> TTLcnov, i) Ovpala fiev

(ppov/jpar avSptov vovderelv iirKTTarat,

avTT] 8'
i''(^' avTij'i irXelcrra K€KT7]Tai KUKci.

TO hevrepov he rtjv avotav ev (^epeiv

T(p (Tco(f)povelp viKoxra irpovvorjaapLi^v.

400 rpLTOv B\ iireiSy] toictlS' ovk e^j'jVVTOV

Kvirpiv Kparfjaai, Kardavetv eBo^e fioi

KpaTKTTOV, oiBel^ avrepel, ^ovXevfiuTcov.

€fxol yap €0] p.i'}T€ \av6uveiv KoXa

fi7]T aicrxp(i Bpcoarj p.aprvpa<; ttoWoix; e)(€iv.

TO 5' epyov fjBrj Ttjv voaov re BvaKXed,

yvvr) re 'irp6<; TOtcrS' ova eyiyvoicrKov «a\w9,

fiiaijfia iracriP. ox? oXocro irayKaKOJ';

i'iri<; 7rpo9 avBpa<; I'/p^aT alayvveiv Xe^Tj

TrpwTT] 6vpaiov<;. eK Be yevvaicov Boficov

410 ToS' ^ip^e dijjXelaicn yiyvecrOai KaKov.

orav yap aicr)^a Tolcriv ecrdXolcnv Boktj,

T) Kczpra Bu^ei joh KaK0c<; y elvai KaXd.

194



HIPPOLYTUS

Yet practise not tlu- k-sson, some from slc)tlj.

And some preferring pleasure in the stead

Of duty. Pleasures many of life there be
;

Long gossip, idlesse,— pleasant evils they ;

And sense of shame—twofold : no ill the one,

Hut one bows homes to ruin. Were men's choice

clear,

These twain had never borne the selfsame names.

Forasnuich then as I knew this before,

No philtre-spell was like to change mine heart

To make me fall awav from this my failli. 390

Tliee will I tell the path mv reason Innl ;
—

•

\\ hen love's wound smote me, straight I cast almut

How best to bear it : whenfore I began
Thenceforth to hush mv moan, to veil mv jKing.

Tor the tongue none may trust, which knoweth well

To lesson rebel thoughts of other men.
Yet harboureth countless evils of its own.

Then did I take thought nobly to endure
My folly, triumphing by self-control.

Liistly, when even so I naught availed 400

To o'ermaster Love's Queen, I resolved to die

As of all counsels best— let none gainsay !

For be it mine to do not good unseen.
Nor ill before a cloud of witnesses.

I knew the deed, the very [King, was sliame.

Well knew 1 too what 'tis to be a woman —
None trust, none love us ! Curses u|M>n her
NN ho showed the wav the first to shame the couch
\N itii alien men ! Ah, 'twas from princely homes
That first this curse on womankind iiad birth. 410

For, when the noble count their shame their good.

The lowly sure will hold it honourable.
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fiiaCi Be Kal Ta(; aoo(f)pova<; fiev iv Xoyoi^,

\ddpq he Tokixa^ ov Ka\.a<i K€/CTJ]/J.eva'i.

at 7ra>9 ttot', co heairoLva ttovtiu K.V7rpi,

pXeiTovcnv ei? irpoawira rC)v ^vvevve-oiv

ovhe (TKOTOV (f)pL(T(Touai Tov ^uvepydTT]v

repafivd t o^kcov jmi] irore ^doy/rjv dcf)fj

;

Tipd<; yap avro tout' diroKTeLvei, (piXat,

420 fo)'f fX))rrOT avSpa zov ifiov alaxvi'aa a\(b,

fj.t] 7ral8a<; 01)9 eriKrov ciXV eXevdepot

Trapprjala 0d\\ovT€<; oiKolev iroXtv

KXeivMv ^A6/]V(ov, fj,T)Tpo<; e'l'veK evKXeel^.

^ovXol yap dvBpa, Kav 0paavcnrXay)(i>o<i Ti<i rj,

orav ^vveihfi fi7]Tpo<; ?/ Trarpo^; KaKd.

povov hi TOVTo (f)aa dp,iXXdadac /3i,(p,

yvd)p.i]v hiKaiav KdyaQi)V, otw irapri.

/caKOv-i he Si'TjTiov e^e(f)i]v\ otuv TV)(ri,

irpodeU Kdroirrpov locr-e irapOevw vea

430 xp6i'o<i' Trap olai pi'jTror 6<j)6eLT]v eyco.

XOP02
(f>ev (f>ev' TO ao)(f>poi' co? ('nravTaxov KaXov,

Ka\ ho^av eaOXi-jV ev fiporoU KapTri^erai.

TPO+02
hecTTTOLv , i/xoi TOL avp.(^opa pev dp-ioi<i

/; ai] Trapeax^ heivov i^aifjunji; (f)6l3ov

vvv 5' evvoovpML (f)avXo<; ovcra' kuv ^poTol^

at hevTepai Tr&j? (ppovrihe^ aocfxorepat.

ov yap ireptaaov ovhev ovh' e^o) \6you
7re7rov6a<f opyal h' eh c eTrea/cijyjrai' Oed<;.

ip 19"—Tt TOVTO Oavpa

:

—avp ttoXXoU ^poTcov'

140 KcirreiT epoiTO'i iTveKa "^v^i-jv 6Xel<; ;

oi' Tapa Xvei to2<; epoxri tcov TreXa?,

oj-Qi TC p.eXXov(7\ el davelv avTOv<i "x^pe^v
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And O, I hate the continent-professed

Wliuli treasure secret recklessness of shame.
I low can they, O Queen Cypris, Sea-born One,
Look ever in the faces of their lords.

Nor shudder lest their dark accomplice, night,

And their own bowers may utter forth a voice?

Mc—friends, 'tis even this dooms me to die.

That never I be found to shame niy lord, 420

Nor the sons whom I bare : but free, with tongues
Unfettered, flourish they, their home yon burg
Of glorious Athens, blushing ne'er for me.
For this cows man, how stout of heart soeer,

T(j know a father's or a mother's sin.

And this alone can breast the shocks of life.

An honest heart and good, in whomso found :

But in his hour Time lifts his mirror, and shows
The vile his vileness there, as a girl sees

Her face. With such may I be never found. 430

tnouLs

Lo now, how fair is virtue everywhere,
W'liich vieldeth fruit of good repute mid men I

NLUSE

(i)ueen, thine alHiction, suddenly revealed

Hut now, wrouglit in me terrible disinay.

Vet I discern my folly now. 'Tis strange

I low second thoughts for men are wisest still.

Thine is the common lot, not jwist cool weighing :

The Goddess's passion bolts have smitten thee.

Thou lov'st—what marvel this?—thou art as many

—

•Vnd lo, for love's sake wouldst fling life away I 410

Sooth, 'twere small gain for them w Inch love their

fellows,

Or yet shall love, if help be none save death.
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l\v7rpi<; yap ov (poprjro^, rjv iroWij pvfj'

7) Toy fi€v et/covO' i)a-vxfl fxerepx^Tai,

ov 5' CIV Trepiacrov Ka\ (ppovovvO^ ^^PV H-H^'
TovTov \af3ovaa—ttw^ SoKei<;

;

—Ka^vfSpicrev.

</)OiTa 3' av aWep , eari 3' ev SaXaaauo
k\vS(ovi, }s.v7rpi<;, Trdvja 8' e« TavTqq e(f>v

7/S' earlv rj cnreipovaa koX BiBovcr^ epov,

450 ov 7rdvT€<; iapev 01 Kara "xOov eK-yovoi.

oaoi fikv ovv ypa^ci^; re tcov iraXaneowv
exovaiv avroi r eicrlv ev fiouaai.<; ciei,

laaai pev Zei"? c5? ttot ijpuaOr} ydp.(ov

'^epeXij'f, icraai 8' w? dv^piraaev irore

7) KaWi(f)€yy7]^ Ke(f)d\ov el<; d€ov<; "Ew?
epwTO? el'v€K • dX)C 6p,(o<; iv ovpavw
valovai Kov <f)€vyovcriv eKTroBcov deov<;,

(TTepyovcri h , olp^i, avpcpopa viKcopevoi.

(TV 8' ovK dve^ei ; ypw ""' ^'^^ prjTo7<i apa
460 Trmepa <f)VT€veiv y ttJ BeairoTaa Oeoi^^

dWotaiv, el fir) toiktSc ye crrep^etf vopovi.

7r6crov<; SoKet'i Bij kciot e^ovrwi ev (fypevoov

vocrovvO^ 6pS)VTa<; XeKTpa /j,i] BoKelv opav ;

TToaov; Be iratcrl Tra~epa<; I'lpaprijKvai

avveKKOpi^eiv Y,.VTrpiv ; ev crocpolai yap
TtiB^ ecrrl dvrjTcov, XavOuvetv to. jxi] KaXd.

ovB' eKTTovelv tol XP^l^ /3lov Xiav /3poTov<;'

ovBe areyrjv yap, 7)9 KaTr]pe(f)et^ Bokol}

Kavccv (iKpt^cocrei dv" el<; Be ti]v tv)(^v

470 TTeaova oarjv crv ttco? dv CKvevaai BoKel<i ;

dXX! el rd vXeioi ^pT^crra twv KaKow e^^a,

dvdp(OTro<i ovaa Kdpra y ev 7rpd^eia<i dv.

' Reidler : for MSS. iSfxoi.

* Musgrave : for MS.S. koXSh iKptQufftiay,
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For Cvpris crushctli, swooping in her might

;

Vet gently stealetli she on whoso yield.

But whom she findeth wayward, arrogant-souled.

She graspeth, moeketh, past imagining.

Through air she roveth, in the oeean-surge

Is Cypris ; all things have their birth of her.

'Tis slie that sows love, gives increase thereof,

, Whereof all we that dwell on earth are sprung. 450

Whoso have scrolls writ in the ancient days,

And wander still themselves by paths of SDng,

They know how Zeus of yore desired the embrace
Of Semele ; they know how radiant Dawn
Up to the Gods snatched Cephalus of yore,

And all for love
; yet these in Heaven their home

Dwell, neither do they flee the fact- of Gods,

Qjntent, I trow, to be love's vanquished ones.

Thou—wilt not yield ? Thy sire by several treaty

Tiiee should have gotten, or with other Gods 400

I'or lords, if thou wilt bow not to these laws.

How many men, think'st thou, and wise men they.

Knowing their beds dishonoured, shut their eyes ?

How many a t';ither in his .son's transgression

Playeth love's go-between ?—the maxim this

Of wise men, that dishonour be not seen.

\\ hy should men toil to over-perfect life .^

Lo, even thine hall's roof-beams the craftsman's rule

(an make not utter-true. How thinkest thou,

Who art plunged in fate's deep sea, to swim to land ? 470

lush— if more good than evil is in thee.

Who art but human, thou shalt do full well.
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aX\ , 0) (fnXrj iral, Xrjye fiev KaKwv 4>p€Vcov,

\y]^ov B v/3pt^ova' ov yap aX\o 7r\)]v v/3pi<;

rdS ecTTt, Kpeiaaco Satfwvwv elvai OeXeiv
ruXfia 6' epwaa' deo^ e/3ovX7]07j rdSe.

voaovcra B ev Trto? Tr]v voaov KaracrTp€<pov.

eicr'iv 6' eVroSal kui Xojol OeXKTijpior

(f)avi](j€Tai Ti Trjahe <f)cip/iaKov voaov.

480 1} Tap av oyjri y avBp€<; i^evpoiev dv,

el fir] yvvalK€<; firj^avd'i €vp)jcro/j.ev.

XOP02
^^aiBpa, Xeyei fiev yBe 'xp^crifxcorepa

7rp6<; TTjv irapovaav aufi(f)opdv, alvw Be ae,

6 8' ah>o<; ouTo<i Bvay^epecrrepo'; Xoywv
Twi' TtjaBe Kal crol /juiXXov dXyicov KXveiv,

AIAPA
TOUT ecrO^ Ovr^royv ev iroXeL^; ol/cov/ieva'i

Bop-ov^ T aTToXXfO"', 01 KaXol Xiav Xoyoi,

ov ydp Ti Tolaiv wcri repirva ')(p)) XeyeiP.

aXX e^ OTOv Ti<; fu/cXe?)? yevijaeTui.

TPO'l'05

490 Tf (Tepvopv9el<i ; ov Xoycov eva")(rip6vu)V

Bel (7 , aXXa rdvBpo<i—co? Ta;\^o? Bioicneov,

rhv evdvi' e^enrovra^ dp<^\ crov Xoyov.

€1 p.€i> ydp }')v crot p.i] VI avp(})opai<; /3io^

ToiaicrBe, a(o(f>pcov S' ova ervy)(ave^ yvpy'],

ovfc dv TTOT evvP)<; eiW^' )iBovi]<i re aij'i

irpoatjyov dv ae Bevpo' vvv 8' dyoov pLeya<i

acoaai /Si'oi' aov, kovk e7ri<f>0ovov roBe.

AIAPA
CO Beii'd \e^aa\ ou;^t cri/y/cXT^aet? arSpa,
Kal p.i) p.eSt'jaei'i avdi<; ala)(^iarov<i X6yov<s ;
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Nay, darling, from tliy deadly thoughts refrain,

And from ))resumptiou—sheer presumjitinn this,

'I'hat one should wish to be more strong than Gods.

In love, flinch not; a Go<l hath willed this thing.

In pain, victorious wrestle with thy jviin.

Lo, charms there be, and words of soothing spell.

Some cure for this affliction shall apjiear.

Sooth, it were long ere men would light thereon, 4S0

Except we women find devices forth.

CHOIIUS

Phaedra, she speaketh words that more avail

I'or this thine imminent jiliglit : vet thee I praise.

But haply this my pniise shall gall thee more
Tlian those her words, and har>her souml to thcc.

PHAEDRA

This is it which doth ruin goodly towns
And homes of men, these speeches over-fair.

It needeth not to speak, words sweet to ears.

Hut those whereby a good name shall be saved.

NL'RSK

Out on thine high-flown talk I No fair-tricked

speech 490
Will stead thee, but a lover !

—
'tis high time

To strip disguise otf. speak pl.iin truth of thee,

l"or, were thy life not in such desperate case,

Or thou a woman strong in self-control,

Never for thy lust's sake and pleasure I

To this would bring thee : but we mu^t fight hard
Now for thy life, and void of blame is this.

PHAEDRA
Speaker of horrors !—wilt not seal thy lips ?

Wilt not refrain from utter-shameful words ?
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TP0*02
500 ali(T)(^p', cOOC a/xeivo} rwv koXwv rdS' ia-ri aoi.

Kpelaaov he Tovpyor, etrrep CKacocrei yi ere,

r) TOvvofM ft) au KarOavec yavpovp.ivi],

*AIAPA
Kal fi7] ere Trpo? dtcov, ev Xeyei'i yap, ala-)(^pa Be,

irepa 7rpo^fj<: tcovS'- co? vTrtipyaa[xai fiev ev

"^v-^^Tjv epwTL, Tacr^pa 6' 7]v Xr/?;? Ka\a)<i,

ei9 Tov8' <peuyo) vvv avdXcod tjaofiat.

TP04>05

ei TOL ZoKel aoi, XP^W H-^^ oij <t a^apruveiv
el 8' ovv, iridov /xor hevrepa yap i) X(ipi<;.

eaTiv Kar olkov<; (f)[\Tpa fioi deXxTijpia
510 e/3&)T09, ^}\de 8' dpri fioi yvwfiTjti ecrw,

a a OUT eV ai.crxpol'i ovr eirl I3\ci/3r] (^pevdv

iravaei voaou rPjaB , 171^ au fit) yevrj kuki].

hel B e^ eKelvov Bi] tl tov iroOovfievov

ay]fi€iov, 1) \oyov tip fj ireirXoiv afro

Xa/Seiv, (rvvd\}rai t €k Buolv fitav x^^piv,

*AIAPA
voTcpa Be x,P^<^TOv 7) ttotov to (pdp^Kov ;

TP0<I>02

ovK oiB ' ovaaOat, p,>) fiadecv ^ovKov, tckvov.

AIAPA
BeBoi^ OTTux; p.01 fxi) Xiav (jjavfj'i aoipy').

TP0*02
TrdvT ttv (f)0^7]dela ladr Beifiaivei'i Be ri

;

*AIAPA
520 fxi] fioi Tl 0»;creft)9 riovBe fi7)i'uar]<; TOKfO,

TPO'l'OS

eaaov, oo irai' ravT iyco Orjcro) /faXw?.

fiovov crv fioi, Beanoiva Trovrla KvTrpi,
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NURSE
Shameful—yet better than tlie pood for thee. 600

Hrttrr tliis deed, so it but save tliy hfe.

Than that name, whose proud vaunt shall be thy

death.

PHAEOHA
No, by the Gods !—foul words are thy fair words I

—

No farther p;o : I have schooled mine heart to endure
This love : but if thou plead shame's cause so fair,

I shall be trapped in that sin which I flee.

NLUSE

It' such thy mind, thine heart should not have sinned :

Hut now— obey me :

—
'tis the one hope left :

—

1 have within some certain charms to assuai^e

Love : 'twas but now they came into my tliouirht. 510

These, not with shame, nor hurt unto thy mind,
Sliall lull thy jwing, so thou be not faint-hearted.

Ilowbeit there needs of liim thou yearncst for

Some token, or a word, or fraf^nent caught
I'rom vesture, so to knit two loves in one.

PMAEDRA
A salve, or potion, is this charm of thine ^

M HSK

I know nut : be content with hclj), not knowledge.

PIIAEDHA

I fear lest over-cunninj^ thou shalt prove.

m;ii.se

Then know thyself all fears. \N'hat dreadest thou .•*

IMJAEDIIA

Lest thou show aught of this to Theseus' son. 520

MRSE
Let be, my child : this will I order well.

Only do thou, (Jiieen Cypris, Sea-born One,
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<TVvepy6<; eti]<;. raXXa S' oV iyw <f>pov(o

TOt? €i'Sov Tjfuv apKeaei Xe^ac (j)i\oi<i.

X0P02

"E/Jty? "EpW?, O KUT Ofl/JLUTCOV <JTp. CL

crTa^e/9 irodov, eicrdjcov yXvKelav

"^v^a x^P'^ o'^^ eTnaTpaTevcrj],

p.}] jioi TTore crvv kukw (^aveLi)<i

/i.7/8' appv6fx.o<i €\0oi<;.

500 oijTe yap -jrvpcx; ovt

darpajv vireprepov /5e'Xo9,

0101* TO Ta9 'A(^/3oStTa9

'ir)cnv eK ^^pcov

"E/^fo? 6 Af09 7rai9.

o\X(W9 aXX&)9 irapd t A\(f)€u> dvT. a

^Poi^ov T eVl ni'^to(9 repdp.voi<;

^ovrav (f)6vov 'EWd^ aV di^ti'

"EpcoTa Se TOP rvpavvov dvBpcov,

rov Ta9 ^A(f>poBLTa<;

540 (^CKTCLTtov 0a\dp.o3V

KKT}hov)(ov, OV <Te^iXop.ev,

irepOovra kqX 8ta Tracra?

loina crvfiipopd^

Ovarul^, OTGV eXOrj.

rav pilv Olxp-Xla arp. 0'

iroiXov d^vya XixTpoyv

dvavhpov TO irpXv Koi dvvfi(f)ov, o'lKwv

204



HIPPOLYTUS

Work with me. Whatso else I have in mind
Shall it suffice to sjieak to friends within.

[IC.ril NURSE.

CHORUS
O Eros, O Eros, how melts love's yearning (Sir. 1)

From thine cycy, when thy sweet spell witchcth
the heart [thy mifjlit '

Of them against whom thou hast marched in

Not me, not me for mine hurt do thou smite,

-My life's heart-music to discord turning.

For never so hotly the flame-speai-s dart. 5.'i0

Nor so fleet are the star-sliot arrows of light,

As the shaft from thy fingers that speedeth its

flight, [burning.

As the flame of the Ix)ve-queen's bolts fierce-

O Eros, the child of Zeus who art

!

In vain, C) in vain bv .Mpheus the river (.hit. 1)

.\nd in Fhoebus's Pythian shrine hath the land

Of Hellas the blood of her oxen outpoured.

Hut Eros, but Love, wljo is all men's lord,

Unto whom Aphrodite is wont to deliver

Her keys, that the doors be unsealed by his h.iiid .".40

Of her holy of holies, we have not adored.

Though he marcheth through ruin victory-ward.

Though he raineth calamity forth of his quiver

On mortals against his on-coming that stand.

(Sir. 2)
I'or I call to remembrance Oeeiialia's daughter,'

Who, ere Love 'ncath his tyrannous car-yoke had
brought her, [hsisted,

Had been spouseless and free—overseas how she

' lole, to win whom Hercules sacked Oeclialia.
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^ev^aa air elpeaia,'^ BpofxaSa

550 rav "AiSo?- cocrre \idK)(av,

avv ai[iaTi, aw kwkvCo

(f)ovLoi<; 6^ v/j,€vaLoi<{

^AXKixrjva<i TOKw Kv7rpi<; c^eBcoKev

Si T\dfi(ov vfievatcov.

0) Si'}l3a'i Upov dvT.^
T€L)(^o<;, 0) aTOfia AipKa<i,

auveLTToiT CIV d Kv7rpi<: olov epTret.

^povrd yap d/j.(f)nrup(p TOKdBa

560 rdv \ioy6voio Wdx^ov
vv/j.<pevaa/x(svav ttot/jlo)

(bovLcp KaTi]vvacrev.

detvd yap irdvTa y iTrnrvec, /xeXiaaa o

o'l'a Tf>> TreTTOTaraf.

<f>AIAPA

(TiyijaaT , w yvvaiKe^;- e^eipyacrfieda.

X0P02
Tt 8' ecTTi, ^aiBpa, Beivov iv Bofioicri crot? ;

*AIAPA

eTTLcr^^eT' avBijv tcov eawdev cKfidOco.

X0P02
(Tiyay to fievTOL ^poi^iov kukov toBc.

AIAPA
id) jxoi, alal aiar

570 M BvardXaiva tcov c/jlcop Tradyj^dToyv.

X0P02
Tiva dpoei<i avBdv ; Tiva /9oa9 Xoyov ;

evvefre rt? <f>o^el ae (pdfia, yvvai,

<Pp6va<; t7rtcr<TUT09.

^ Matthiao : for airftpfalay of MSS.
* Musgrave : for vaiS' or aiS' of MSS.
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Wlien Cypris tlif (]«ar yoke of homo had dispartrd,

Like a batcliaiial fuiul out of hell that had darted, 550
And with blood, and with smoke of a palace

flame-wasted, [chanted,

And with death-shrieks for hymns at her bridal-feast

liy Love's Queen to the son of A Icniena was granted

—

Woe, woe for the joys of esj)ousal she tasted !

And ye, O ye ranii)arts of hallowed Thebe, (.-//i/. 2)
And ye lips wave-wellin<; of Diree, nn<;ht ye be

Witness how dire was the Love-cjueen's connng,
W hen a slumber that knoweth not waking was given
Of her sjjclls by the flame-enf(jlded levin

To the mother of Zeus" seed Haeehus : for dooming 5G0
( )f death had she blent with the bride-chant's singing.

C), the Dread One breatheth on all life, winging
Softly her Hight as a bee low-humming.

[f'uices rril/iiii^

I'MAKDIl A

Hush ye, O liush ye, women I . . . . Lost am I
'

cnoiiis

What is this dread thing, I'liaedra, in thine halls?

PnAKOHA
Peace I— let me hear the voice of them within.

cnoiiis

I am dumb : an ominous prelude sure is this.

PMAEDHA
Ah mo I ah nie ! alas

!

O wretched, wretched I—all, mine agonies I 570

cnoiirs

What cry dost thou utter? Wjiat word dost thou
shriek ? [speak !

What voice through thy soul thrills terror ?(

)
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*AIAPA

a7rco\u/j.ea$a. ralcrS' iTriaracrat. 7rv\ai<;

aKouaaO' olo<i Ki\aBo<; iv B6fj.oi<: TTLTvei.

X0P02
(XV irapa KXfjdpa' aol fieXei iro^inp.a

(PuTl-i 8(i)flUT(i)V.

580 tveire S" eveire fioi, t'l ttot e^a kukov ;

*AIAPA

6 T/'}9 (f>i\i'7nrou iraU ^Afia^ovo^ /3oa

'iTTTToXfTO?, avhwv Seivo. TrpocTTToXov KUKa.

XOP02
dj^av fi€v kXvo), aa(f)€^ B ovk e\;a)*

yeycovel 8' ^ oTra

Bia 7rv\a<i efioXev efxoXe crol ^od.

*AIAPA

Kol fiTjv aa(f>cb<i ye r)}v KaKcov Trpo/xvyja-Tpiav,

590 TJ}v BecnroTOV TrpoBovaav i^avBa Xc'^o?.

.\0P02

w/iot iyu) KUKcov TrpoBeBocrai, (f)L\a.

Tt a01 fii]crofjLat ;

rd KpvTnd yap irecptjve, Sta B oWvaai.

AIAPA
alal, e e.

X0P05
7rp6BoTO<; e« <f>i\(ov.

AIAPA

d'TTcoXeaev fi elirovcra crvp(popa<; e/z«<»,

<^iX&)9, KaXcoi B' ov T>]vS' Icofiim] vuoov.

XOP02
7ra)9 ovv ; Tt BpdaeK;, o) Tradoua dpLi]xava ;

^ Murray : for ix" 7<7«»'«««'.
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H1P1H)LYTUS

rilAEDRA

I am undone ! O stand ye by these doors,

And hoar what clamour clasheth in the house.

cnonrs
Nay, thou art thereby : sped forth is the cvy from

the palace for thee.

O tell mc \vliat horror rushed out— tell it me ' 680

niAKOHA
The son of the Amazon, Hippolytus,

ShoutSj hurling fearful curses at mine handmaid.

CIIOIILS

Yea surely a noise do I hear, yet to me naught sound-

eth clear

:

lUit to thee throuffh the doors there came, there came
A shout of anger, a cry of siianie.

niAEDRA
Ah clear—ah clear I—yea, (landar of foul sin,

Traitress to her lord's bed, lie calkth her. 690

CIIOUL'8

Woe I Thou art betrayed, beloved one I

What shall I counsel ? Thy secret is bared : thou art

wholly undone.

PHAEDRA
Woe's me I ah woe I

niont's

From the hand that loved came the traitor's blow.

PMAKDIIA

She hath undone me, tellinrr mine atHiction :

Her love sought by my shame to heal my pain.

cuoiius

What wilt thou do, O thou in desperate plight .>
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innOAYTOS 2TE*ANH*OP02

*AIAPA

ovK 618a irXijv ev, KarOaveiv oaov ruxo^
600 Twv vvv TrapovTcov TTTjfidToov aKO<; fiovov.

innoATTOS
w yala fi^]rep I'jXiou t avaiTTv^al,

o'lwv Xoyoov dpprjTOv elarjKOVcr oira.

aiyrjaov, w Tral, irpiv tip alaOecOai ^orj^,

innoATTOS

ov/c tcrr' aKovaa<; Seiv otto)? (nytjaofiai.

TPO'f'OS

val irpo'i ere t/)s- <yi)'i S€^ia<i evcoXevov.

innOATT02

oil fii] 7rpoa-OLcrei<i X^^P^ Z^'?^' "V^^^ TreTrXcov ;

TPO*02
CO 77/909 ere yovintov, fiyjSafxo)^ p! e^epydarj.

innoATTOS
Ti 8', eiTrep o)? 0^? prjSev €^pr]Ka<; ku/cov ;

TPO+02

6 p.vdo'i, (!) iral, KOLvo<i ovZapo}<i oSe.

innoAiTOS

610 Ta TOi KuX* iv TToXXolai KiiXXiov Xeyetv.

TPO+02

W T€KVOV, 6pK0V<i pi]Ba/jL(0<i (ITlflda'T)';.

innOATT02

»7 yXcaaa op^px)^, i) Be <f>p>]v dv(opx)TO<;.

TP04O2
to Tral, Tt Bpda€i<; ; coi)^ ^iXov<i hiepydaei

;

innOATT02
diri'mva' ovhH'i dhiK6<i icri p,oi (piXo'j.
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HIPPOLYTUS

PHAEOnA
No way save one I know—straightway to die

—

riie one cure for the ills that compass nic. 600

Knler \nvpoi.\ i\:s, foUorred by the nurse.

nn'roLYTus

mother Earth, unvcilini^ of the sun,

What words unutterable have I heard !

NUUSE
IIusli, O my son, ere one have heard thy cry.

lUrPOLVTUS

1 have heard horrors—should I hold my peace }

NUUSE
Vi-a, I beseech thee by thy fair right hand.

mi'l'OLVTUS

Hence with thine liand !—touch not my vesture thou.

NUUSE
Oh, by thy knees, do not—^ah, slay me not

!

nn*i'()i.VTC3

How, if thou hast said no wrong, as thou dost siv ?

NUIiSE

No tale is this, my son, for all men's ears.

IIII'POLVTUS

Tusli, a fair t-de is fairer told to the world. 610

NUHSE
My Sun, thine oath I—dishonour not thine oath.

HU'POI.VTUS

My tongue hath sworn : no oath is on my soul.

NUHSE

O son, what wilt thou do .^—wilt slay thy frieiu?s ?

niPPOLVTUS

Avaunt the word !—no villain is my friend.
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TP0*02
avyyvwO'' afiaprelv eiKO<i avOpcoTrov;, reKvov.

innoATTOs
(o Zeu, ri B>] kl^Si}\ov dv6pcii)7roi<; KaKov
yvi/ai/cw; eh </>&><? rfKiov KaruiKiaaf}

;

el yap ^poreiov i')Oe\e<i aiTelpaL 'ykvo'i,

ouK CK yvvaiKoJv XP^W Trapaax^crOai Tohe,

620 <}\X, avTid^vTa<; aolcrtv iv vaoi<; ^poTOv<;

)] xp^^ov 1) alSijpov j) x^^'^ov ^dpo<;

TraiScop irpiaadai cnreppa, tov Tip,tjp.aTO<;

T>}9 «^ta9 eKaaTOV ev 8e Scopaai

vaUiv iXevdepoiai dyjXeicop drep'

[vvv 8 ei9 B6fiov<; p,ev Trpcorov d^ecrdai ku/cov

p.eX\ovTe<i 6\^ov Bcopdrcov eKreivopev.] ^

TOVTCp Se BfjXov &)? yvv7) KUKov pe'^/a'

irpoaOeU yap 6 aireipa^ re /ca\ 6pk'>lra<; iraTiip

(f)epvd<; uTTcoKta, o)? uTraWax^f} kukov'

G30 6 S' av Xa^oov drrjpov eU B6p,ov<; ^vtov
yeyyjde Koapov 7rpoaTtOe\<; dydXpaji
KaXov KaKicTTfp Kal TreirXoicTiv eKirovel

Bv(TTi]vo<i, 6X/3ov SwpdTcov vTre^eXcov.

Ifx^i- ^' dvdyK7)i', cocrre Ki]hevcra<; KaXoi<;

yap^polai ;]^at'/3cov crco^erai. iriKpov \e;^09,

V XP^l^"^^ XeKrpa, 7r€vO€pov<; 8' ai^ox^eXet?

XafScbv TTie^et TuyaSu) to Sucrri'^^e?.

paaTOv 8' orrp to prjBev, dXX* dvco<f)€XT)<s

ev})Oia KttT oIkov 'tSpvTai yuvr'].

640 ao(f)j)v Be piaco' pjj yap tv y ep,oi<i B6fioi<i

eh] (f)povovaa TrXeiov y yuvatxa XPV-
TO yap iravovpyov p.dXXov ivTiKTei }s.inrpi<i

iv Tai<i aotpaicriv rj 8' a/i/;;^ai'09 yvvrj

' 625-6 are generally reject«d as spurious.
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HIPPOLYTUS

NunsE

Forgive, son : men are men, they needs must err.

HIPrOLYTl'S

Why hast thou fjiven a home beneath the sun,

Zeus, unto woman, specious curse to man ?

I\)r, were thy will to raise a mortil seed,

This ought they not of women to have gotten,

Hut in thy temples should they lay its price, 620

Or gold, or iron, or a weight of bronze.

And so buy seed of children, every man
After the worth of that his gift, and dwell

I'rce in free homes unvexed of womankind.

Hut now—soon as we go about to bring

Tins bane to the home, we hurl to earth its weal.

I lereby is woman proved a grievous curse

—

He, who begat and reared her, banishes,

Vea, adds a dower, to rid him of his bane
;

Wliile he which taketh home the noisome weed 630

Hejoiees, decks with goodly bravery

The loatlilv image, and tricks out with robes,

—

I'ilehing away, poor wretch I his household's wealth.

He may not choose : who getteth noble kin

With her, content must stomach his sour feast;

\N ho getteth a good wife, but worthless kin,

Must muffle up the evil 'neath the good.

Happiest who wins a cipher, in whose halls

A brainless thing is throned in uselessness.

But the keen-witted hate I : in mine house 640

Ne'er dwell one subtler than is woman's due ;

For Cvpris better brings to birth her mischief

In clever women : the resourceless 'scapes
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yv(i>firj ^pa)(€ia fiwpiav d<l>T)peOr).

XP^W ^' ^^''^ yvvalKa 7rp6(nro\ov /xev ov irepav,

a<j}0oyya S' avTai<; (TuyKaroi/cL^eiv Bcikt)

drjpCiv, "v el^ov p.y]T€ Trpoa^oivelv riva

p-i]r e^ €K€ivo)v (fiOeyfia Se^acrOai TrciXtv.

vvv 5' al fiev evBov Bpcoatv at Kaval kukci

650 /3ov\€v/xaT, €^(0 8' €K(f)€povcn TrpoaTToXoi.

a)<> Kal (TV y i)puv 7raTp6<;, o) kukoi' Kc'ipa,

XeKTpwv aOiKTCOv 7]\0e<; el<i auvaWaya.<;'

ayco pvTol<i vacrpLoiaiv i^ofiop^opat,

€49 f'jTa kXv^cov. ttw? av ovv ettjv kuko';,

§9 ovh^ uKovcra^ roiuS^ dyveveiv Bokm ;

€v 8' LcrOt, Tovfiov a €vaef3e<; acpKci, yvvar
€1 /JLT) yap 6pK0L<i deoiv d(j>paKTO<; rjpWrjv,

ovK dv TTOT ecr^pv p-rj ov rdB e^eiTrelv Trarpi.

vvv 8' eK 86p,a)v p.ev, ear dv eKBtjpo<; 'x.^ovo'i

G60 (-)>ia-ev<;, direipr aiya S' e^opev aropa.

Sedaopai Be avv Trarpo^; p,o\on> ttoSI

TTfu? viv irpoao-^ei Kat av koI heairoiva aiy

T/)? a?]<; he T6\p.7]<i etaopai yey€vpevo<;.

oXoiaOe. piaoiv 8' ovttot ip.7r\y]aO tjaopai

yvvaiKa^, ovS" et (^rfai tl<: p! del \iyeiv'

del yap ovv ttw? elai KUKelvai KaKai.

J] vvv Tf? avTd<; awc^povelv Biha^dro),

q Kap! euTO) TulaS' eTrep/Saiveiv del,.

XOP05
rdXave^ w KaxoTVX^i'i dvT.

yvvaiKMV TTorpoi.

670 TiV av vvv reyvav e^opev r) Xoyou^

ac^aXelaai KuBap^pM. Xveiv Xoyov ;



HIPPOLYTUS

That folly by the short-weight of her wit.

flandmaids should ne'er have had access to wives,

IJut brutes, with teeth, no tongue, sliould dwell
with them.

That so they might not speak to any one.

Nor win an answering word from such as these.

But now the vile ones weave vile plots within.

And out of doors their handmaids bear the web : C50

As thou hast come, foul quean, to tender me
Commerce in mine own father's sacred couch !—

-

Words that with fountain-streams I'll wash away,

Sluicing mine ears. How should I be so vile.

Who even witli hearing count myself defiled.*

Woman, I fear God : know, that saveth thee.

For, had I not by oaths been trapped unwares,

I had ne'er forborne to tell this to my sire.

Now from mine home, while Theseus yet is far,

I go, and I will keep my lips from speech. 660

liut—with my father I return, to see

How thou wilt meet his eye, thou and thy mistress.

And so have taste of thy full shamelessness.

Curse ye ! My woman-hate shall ne'er be sated,

Not though one say that this is all my theme :

For they be ever strangely steeped in sin.

Let some one now stand forth and prove them
chaste,

Or leave me free to trample on them ever. [Kril.

CHORUS
(Ant. to 3r,'2-72)

O drear dark doom that on women hath lighted I

By what cunning of pleading, when feet once

"trip.

'

670

Shall we loose the accuser's iron grip ?

215



II1II0AVT02 2TE*ANH*OP02

AIAPA
€Tvxo/j.€u SiKa<;' 10) yd Koi (f>(b<;,

tra iroT e^aXv^o) Tu;\^a9 ;

TTco? Se TTijfJLa Kpmjrco, (f)i,\ai

;

Ti9 av Oewv dpcoyo'; i) T19 av ^poTcov

izdpehpo'i y) ^vv€pyo<; uSUcov epycov

<f)aveb] ; to ydp Trap i)puv TrdOof

jrapov BvaeKireparov ^pyeraL fiiov,

KaKOTV)(e<JTina yvvaiKwv iyco.

X0P02
6S0 (f>€v (f)ev- rreirpaKTai, kov Karoipdwvrai re\vai,

BeaTTOwa, tt}? crf]<i irpoairoXov, KaKOi<; h €')(€i.

AIAPA
o) TrayKaKKTTi] kol <f)L\a)v Bia(hdopev,

oV eipycicro) fie. Zci;? ere yevvyj-cop e/io<?

TTpOppitoV €KTpL\lrtt€V OVTU(Ja<i TTVpi.

ovK elirov, ov (ji]<; 7rpovi>oy]acip.T]v <ppevo<i,

aiydv e</)' oIgl vvv iyco KaKvvo/xai ;

av 6' OVK dveay^ov roiydp ovKer eu/cXeetf

Oai'OVfied\ dWd Bel fj£ Brj Kaivcbv Xoycop.

ovTO<i ydp opyrj (TvvT€diiyp.evo<; (f>peva<i

690 epel KaO^ yj/xiov Trarp] ad<; d/j,apTia^,

epel Be Iltr^et tw yepovTi avp.(f)opd^,

TrXijcrei Be Trdaav yalnv aia^KTTwv \oycov.

6\oio Ka\ (TV )(^(jyaTi<i dKOvra<i c^iXof?

TTpoOvfio'i i(TTi fXJ] Ka\(t)<i evepy€T€iv.

TP0*02
BeairOLV , t^ft? p-ev rdp-d pepy^aadai KdKW
TO ydp BdKvov aov rijv Bidyvcoaiv Kparel-

€X(^ Be Kuycb irpof rdB , el Bi^ei, Xeyetv.

eOpeyjrd a evvov<; t elp.i' t/;<? I'ocou Be aoi

^yjTovaa (pdpfia-)^^ rjvpov ovy d^ovXopyjv.
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HIPPOLYTUS

PHAEDHA
earth, O sun, I am justly requited

Throufjli tlie snares of calamity how shall 1 slip ?

1 low, friends, shall I cloke my woe, how hide?
\\ hat God or what man shall stand forth on my side,

Shall consent in my sin to be made partaker?

For all life's anijiiish, and all life's shame
Are upon me, and whelm like a shipwreckiiif^ breaker !

Most accurst of my fate amon<^ women I am.

CHoni's

\N'oe, woe ! 'Tis done. Queen, it hath r.auglit availed, 680

Thy bower-maid's device : 'tis ruin all.

niAEOItA

\ilest of vile ! drstroyer of thy friends !

How hast thou ruined me! Slay Zeus mv sire

Smite thee with flame, blast thee to nothingness!
Did I not tell thee— not divine thy j)urposc ?

—

To speak not that whereby I am now dishonoured?
Hut thou wouldst not forbear. I shall not now
I'.ven die unshamed ! (A pause)

Sonie new plea must I lind.

For voiider boy with soul keen-edged with wrath
Shall to his sire accuse me of thy sin, 090

Shall tell to aged Pittheus my mischance,
.Shall blaze the shameful tale through everv land.

Curses on thee, and whoso thrusteth in

To do base service to unwilling friends I

NUHSE
Mistress, thou mayst revile mine evil work,

I-Or rankling pain bears thv discernment down :

^'et somewhat might I answer, wouldst thou hear
I nursed thee, loved thee, sought for thv disease

.\ healing balm,—and found not that I would,
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700 el B €v y eirpa^a, Kapr av iv c-ocfioccnv ?}•

Trpo? ra^ Tux^'i y^p to? (f)p€va<; KeKryjfjieda.

*AIAPA

7] yap BiKaia ravra Ku^apKOvvrd fioi,

rpcoo-acrav r)fjbd<; elra avy^copelp \6yoi<i

;

TP0*02
fjuiKprjyopovfjLev oik icrcocppovovv iyco,

aW €(TTi KUK rcovS' coare acodrjvai, reicvov.

AIAPA
Travaat Xiyovaa' xal ra irpiv yap ov Ka\a)<i

Traprjvead^ fiot Kcnre^^eipTjcra'; KUKa.

lOCK €KTro8(ov aVeX^e koI aavTfj<; irepi

(fjpovTt^^' iyoi 5e rdfid Otjaofxai «aXco9.

710 I'/ict? 5e, TraiSe? €vyevel<; Tpoi^/jviai,

TocovSe fiOL irapdcT'y^er' e^aiTovp-iirj,

(Tiyfi Ka\v7rT€ii' uvOdb elarjKovcraTe.

X0P02
OfJ.livp.1 a-€/J.VT)v''ApT€piV A<09 KOprjV,

fj,T]hev KaKMV croiv €i<i (f)do<; Sei^etv ttotL

AIAPA
«a\w9 eXe^a?. ev he "{" 'I^poaTpe'r^ova^\ iyu)

yvpijKa Sfjra rPjaSe av[i(^opd<; uko^,

oxTT euKXed pev iraiaX TrpoaOtlvai (Biov,

avTi] 8' ovacdai rrpo'i rd vvv TreTrrcoKOTa.

ov ydp TTOT ala^vvct) ye Kpj]crLou^ lop-ov;,

720 oils' ei9 TrpoacoTTov Qi]aiu)^ d(f)L^opac

alcr^pol'; ctt epyoi'i eXvexa "^v^ii^; p,td<;.

X0P02
/j,eWei<; Bk hi] ti Bpdv dv^jKearov KaKov ;

AIAPA
davelv 07r&)9 Be, tout' e7&) /3ov\evaopai.
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HIPPOLYTUS

Had I sped well, riglit wise had I been held ; 700

I'or, as we speed, so is our wisdom's fame.

PHATPRA
I la I is this just ?—should this suffice me now.

To have stabbed me, and then close in strife of words ?

NURSE
We waste the time in speech. I was not wise.

Vet even from this tlicrc is escape, my cliild.

PHAEDRA
l\-,uc to thy tilk. Thy counsel heretofore

Was shame, and mischief thine endeavour was.

Ilciice from my si.i;ht : for thine own self take

ihouf^ht.

I with my MLcds will dial—and honourably.

[Ksit NURSE.

Hut ye, O Troczen's daughters nobly born, 710

(Irant to my supplication this, but this

—

With silence veil what lhin<j^ ye here have heard.

cnouus

1 swrar by reverend Artemis, Zeus' child,

.W-ver to bare to light of thine ills aught

PMAEORA
Tliitu liast well said. Now, as I muse, I find

One ri'fuge, one, from this calamity,

So to be(iueath my sons a life of honour.

And what I may from this day's ruin save.

I'or never will I shame the halls of Crete,

Nor will I meet the face of Tiicseus ever, 720

For one poor life's sake, after all this shame.

CHORUS

Ah, wilt tliuu do a deed of ill past cure?

I'M A I' nn A

Die will I. How— for this will I take thought.
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X0P02

ev(f>'>]fio<i tad I.

AIAPA
Kol (TV 7 ey /xe I'ovdeTet.

iyo) he Hvirptv, ij-rrep i^oWvai fie,

yffi'Xl'i airaWa-^Oeiaa rfjS iv I'j/iepa

repyp-ay iriKpov 8' epwro^ rjO-crriOijaofiai.

arap kukov ye ;^aT6/3ft) yevyjao/xai

Bavova , 'iv eiBfj firj Vt to'l<; efio2<; KaKOi<;

730 L'\//-»/\o9 elvar tt)? voaov he rrjahe p.oi

Koivfi jxejaa^oiv a(o<Ppoveiv /xaOi'jaerai.

X0P02
r/X/^uTOK L'TTo KeuOficoat yevoifiav, arp. a
n>a fie Trrepovcrcrav opviv

deo<i elvi TTOTaval^i ayeKai<i OeLT}'

upBeirjv 3' cttI ttovtiov

KVfia ra<; W.Bpn]vuq

uKTu^i 'Wpihavov G' vhwp'

evda T7op<pvpeov (noKuaaova'
et9 olhfia Trarpot TptrdXaivai

740 Kopai ^\'*aeOovTO<; ocktm BaKpvtov

Ta<; i^\e/cTpo(f)aeL<; avyu<i.

'KairepiBcop 6' eVt firfKocnropov uKrav avr.a
uvvaatfii rdv aoih6n>,

tV 6 TTOVTOfieBiov TTOpi^vpea^ \ifii>a<i

vavTai<; ovkW ohov vefiei,

aep-vov Tepfwva Kvpcov

ovpavov, TOP "ArXa? t';^6/,

Kpi]i>aL T cip./3pocrtat x^ovtui

Zaro9 fieXdOpwv irapa KoiTai<i,

750 JV a /3c6ha)po<; av^ei ^adea

X^t^v evSaifwvlav $eol^.

230



IIII'I'OLV'IUS

CHORUS

All liush

!

PIIAKr)RA

O yea, advise nic wisely tliou !

Hut I sliall <;la(lden Cypris my destroyer

li\ fketin^ out of life on this same dav,

And vancjuislicd so hv bitter love shall be.

Vet in niv death will I become the bane
Of one beside, that he may triumph not

Over my woes, and, tikin^ of mv pain, 730

His share, may Icam sound wisdom's temperance.

[Exit niArnnA.
CHORUS

Under the arched clifTs O were I lyinj^, (Str. 1)
Tliat tlure to a birtl mi^^ht a Clfxl cha!if;e me,

And afar mid the Hooks of the winded things flviiifj

Over tlie swell of the Adrian sea [''i>Ji

I nn'<;ht soar— and soar,^— upon poised win^js dream-
O'er the strand where Kridanus' waters be.

Where down to the sea-swell purple-pleaminj;

The tears of the Sun-god's daughters are streaming,
Of the thrice-sad sisters for Phacthon sighing, 740

Star-flashes of strange tears amber-beaming I

(Anl. 1)

O to win to the strand where the apples are growing
Of the Hesperid chanters kept in ward,

U here the path over Ocean purple-glowing
Hy the Sea's I^rd is to the seafarer barred !

O to light where Atlas hath aye in his keeping
The bourn twixt earth and the lieavens bestarred.

Where the fountains ambrosial sunward are leaj)ing

By the couches where Zeus in his halls lieth sleeping,

Where the bounty of E«irth the life-bestowing 750

The bliss of the Gods ever higher is heaping I
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w XevKOTrrepe Kprjaia <np. ^
TTOpOpi'i, a Bia TTOPTIOV

KVpL dXLKTVTTOV a\fMl<i

iirupevaa'i ifiav avaaaav
6\(3i(iiv air OLKO)v,

KaKovuiK^ordrav ovaaiv.

y yap air dp.(f)or€pcov

a Kp)]aLa<; e.K 709 hvaopvi<i

(GO tTTTar eirl /cXe/i'a? 'A^//z'a?,

}\lovvi^ov 8' uKTalatv ckSiJ-

aavTO ttXcktcl^; Treiap-cndyv dp-

"XJa-'i itr direlpov re 709 e/daaav.

dvff' b)V ovx oaiciv ipo)- dvT. ^
t(a)v Beiva (Ppeva'i *A(f)poBi-

Ta<? vo(7(p KaT€K\aadri'

T^aXcTra 8' v'7r€pavT\o<; ovaa
aup^opa, Tepufivcov

(Itto vi'p(f)iBicov Koepaarop

770 dyfreTai dp(f>l ^po^ov
\cuKa KaOapp-o^ovaa Seipa,

haip.ova crrvyvdv KUTuiSe-

(rdelcra, tuv t evho^ov dvOai-

povpAva (f)dpciv, dTraWda-
Govad 7 dXyeivop (ppei'Oiv tpcora.

eEPAHAINA (i(Tu$ty)
» \ » /.

lOV lOV

fioijBpop^LTe TTuvre^ ol TrtXct? Bofioyv

iv dy)(pvaL^ hicnroiva, ^qcrka><i hdfiap.

XOP02
(^ev ^ev, TTeirpaKTar ^aaiXU ovk€t eari Bt}

yvvjj, Kp€paarol<; iv ^p6')(0L<i 7jpTr]p,€V7].
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HIPPOLYTUS

{Sir. 2)

O white-winged galley from Crete s far sljore,

Whose keel over deep-sea surges sjjeeding.

Through their flying brine and their battle-roar.

Onward and onwanl my lady bore,

Froni a bliss-fraught pal.ue a princess leading

To tlie joy of a bridal of woe cxeeeding !

—

For, a bird ill-boding, thy sail (lilted o'er

With the curse of the Cretan land unto Athens'

glorious strand, TOO

Till the seafartTS lashed to the beach Munychian
the hawser-band,

And sprang unto earth's firm floor.

Wherefore, with love-pangs all unblcst {Ant. 2)
For her gift, entered in Aphnnlite, wringing

Her heart-strings asunder, a frarful guest.

Like a wrcckt-d ship sinking, disaster-oppressed

Over her bride-bower's rafters flinging

The noose, shall she cast the coil close-clinging

Round the neck that was whitest and loveliest, 770

IJecause that with shuddering shame she shrank from

a loathed name,
And she chose, in its stead, the stainless renown of

a wife's fair fune.

And, for anguish of love, heart-rest

[A cry nilhin^

Jlun to the rescue, all yc tiigh the house !

In ihc strangling noose is Theseus' rvife, our inisfrcss !

CHOKUS

\^'oe I Woe I 'Tis done ! No more—no more is she,

The queen— in yon noose rafter-hung upcaught !
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eEPAHAINA
780 ov (Tirevaer ; ovk ol'creL ti<; dfJxpiSe^cov

aiSrjpov, (I) ToS' (i/x^a Xvcrofiev Sepi}<i ;

HMIXOPION o'

(piXai, Tt SpcofX€v ; rj hoKel irepav h6p,ov<i

\vaai T avacaav i^ (.Tnarracnoiv ^poy^cov ;

HMIXOPION 0'

Ti 6'
; ov rrupeiaL irpoaTroXoi veaviai ;

TO TToWa TTpdaaeiv ovk iv d<J(^a\el ^iov.

eEPAHAINA
opOcoaUT iKT€LP0VT€<i ClOXlOV Ve.KVV,

TTiKpov To8' olKOvprjfia BeairoTaiij ifio2<;.

XOP02
6\(o\ev T) BvaTr]vo<;, co? kXvo), yvvr)'

ijSr) yap &)? veKpov VLV eKTecvovai Sij.

eH2ET2
790 yvvaiK€<;, icrTe ti? ttot' iv 86fioi<f ^orj

;

y\jj fSapela irpocnroXwv fjH d<f}LK€T0.

ov yap ri p, to? Oecopov ci^iol hopo^

7rv\a<; ai'OL^a<; €V(f)p6vco<; TrpoaevveTreiv.

p.Mv ITiT^ew? Ti yr)pa<i e^pyacTjai veov ;

Trpoaci) pev 1)87] /3ioto9, aW' o/iw? ex' dv
\v7ri]p6<; i]piv rovah dv eKKiizoi B6pov<;.

XOP02
OVK eh yepovTa<; tjSe croL reivei tvxv>
t);/cr6U' veoc Oav6vT€<i dXyvvovai ae.

0H2ET2
otp-or T€KV(ov fxoL p.7] Ti aOXuTat y9i09 ;

X0P02
800 ^(baii', davovaj]<; p,r]Tpo<; co? dXyicrrd aoi.

eH2ET2
Tt <^?;? ; oXcoXev d\o)(^o<; ; eV tiVo? tv](^7]<; ;
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HIPPOLYTUS

[CVi/ wtV/rin.]

haste !— trill no one hring the .iteel two-edged, 780

IVheremth to loose this cincture of her neck '^

SKMI-CIIOHL'S 1

What ^Iiall we do, friends ? Deem ye we should pass

1 Ik- dodis, and from the halter loose the queen ?

SEMI-ClloHtS 2

W'htrefore ? Are no younj^ handmaids at her side ?

Tlie busy meddler treadetli perilous patiis.

[C'ny n•ithin.^^

Uncramp the limhs, streak out the hapless corpse.

Bitter house-warding this is for my lords !

CIIOIILS

Dead is the woeful lady, by tliat cry :

Even now tiuy streak her as a corjise is streaked.

Enter theskls.

TMKSF.IS

W omen, know ye what means this crv within ? 790

A dolorous shriek of handmaids reached mine ears
;

Nor deigns the iiouse to open doors and greet me
Hlithely, as from the oracle come home.
Hath aught untoward happed to Pitthcus' eld ?

Well-strieken in years is he, yet dole were ours

If haply fare his feet from these halls forth.

cnoiirs

Not to the old pertains this thy misehanee,

Tlieseus : the young have died, for grief to thee.

TIIESK.LS

Wuc I— is a child's life by the spoiler reft .''

CIIORLS

They live, their mother dead— alas for thee ! 800

THESELS

What say'st thou?—dead—my wife.'' By what mishap.*
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XOP02

^po^ov Kpep.a(nov ay)(^6vr)(; av^yjraTO.

eH2ET2

\v7rr) TTaxvoiOeia, ?) aTro aupxf)opd<; t/i'o? ;

X0P02

ToaovTOV ^(Tfi€v apjL yap Kciyoy B6/jL01<;,

Stjaev, Trdpeifii awv kukcov 77€pdj]Tpia.

eH2ET2

alal' Ti Bfjra rotas' dv€crT€fipai Kc'ipa

irXeKTolai <f)vWoi<i, 8v(TTVX^I)<i O€(opb<; wv ;

y^aXiiTe K\f)$pa, TrpoaTToXot, TrvXayp-drcov,

iKXveO' dpp.ov'i, (JO'S iSo) TTiKpdv Oeav

810 yvvaiKU'i, y fie KarOavovc cnrooXeaev.

X0P02

ICO lu) TuXaiva peXecov kukcov

€77a6e'i, elpydcFU)

Toaourov Cxne rovahe avyx^ai B6fwv<;.

alal roXp.a'i, ^laico'i Oavova
civoaicp re avfjL^opd, ad<; ^epb^

TrdXatcTfia peXea^;.

TtV (ipa adv, rdXaiv , dpavpol ^codv ;

eH2ET2

(opoi iyco TTovcov eiradov, co iroXi^, arp,

rd ^dfcicTT €fj.(ov KaKwv. (o Tu;^a,

fo)9 fiot [iapela Ka\ h6poi<; €7reaTdt^i]<;,

820 K>]Xl<; d(f)paaTO^ e^ dXaaropcov tivo^.

KaraKovd fiev ovv d^iOTo<; jSiov

KaKcbv 5' CO rdXas 7reXayo<i elcropco

roaovTov ware pijiroT eKvevaai irdXtv,

pijS' eKTrepdaai /cvpa Ti~j<j8e av/j.(f)opu<;.
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HIPrOLYTUS

CHORrs

The strangling noose about her neck she coiled.

THESEUS

li\ grief's touch frozen, or of what aHHction ?

CIIOHIS

No more I know, for to thine halls hut now,

Theseus, I came, o'er these thine ills to mourn,

tiii>;eus

W'uc- 1 with tlu'se wreathed leaves why is mine head
Crowned— ill-starred harbin<;er of oracles ?

Shoot back ti)e bolts, my servants, of the doors :

Loose bars, that I may see tin's bitter sight.

My wife, who hath destroyed me by her death. 810

The palace is t/ironm open, and the corpse of puaeora
disclosed, rrilh her handmaids grouped round it.

CIIOKUS

Woe fi)r thy misery ! Woe for thine ills, who hast

sutlered and wrought
Such a thing as in ruin shall whelm thine home !

Ah for thy desperate deed, who by violence un-
hallowed hast sought [wrestler h.-ist caught I

Death, who with hand despairing the all-quelling

Who shroudeth thy life, C) hapless, in gloom ?

THESEUS

{Sir.)

Ah me U^r my woes.— I have suffered calamity, grea*

O my people, beyond all other .'— () foot of fate,

How hast thou heavily trampled me and mine,
Unlooked-for blight from some avenging fiend— 820

Nay, but destruction that blasteth my life evermore I

On a sea of disaster I look, on a sea without shore.

So vast, that never can I swim thereout,

Nor ride the surge of this calamity.
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riva \6yov Td\a<;, riva TV)(^av aeOep

^apvTTOTfxov, yvvai, irpoaavhoyv Tvyoi ;

opvi^ yap W9 Tt9 e/c X^P^^ d(f)avTO<; el,

TTijSyjfi e^"AtSov KpaiTTVov opfMijaaau p.oi.

830 a tat aial, fieXea fieXea rdSe wddi],

rrrpoacoOev Be irodev dvuKOfii^ofiai

Tv^dv Baifiovwi'

duTrXaKLaiai ro)v rrdpoidev Tivo<i.

XOP02

ov (Tol TuS , Mva^, yXvOev povw Kuvd'

ttoXXmp fM€T aXXcov B' wX^craf KeBvov Xe^fXi.

eH2ET2

TO Kara 709 OeXco, ro Kara 709 KV€(f>a<i dvr.

p,€TOlKelv (TKOTCp dav(x)V jXdpLWV,

T^9 arj^ areprjdeli; (f>iXrdTTj<i o/itXia?'

uTr(t)Xeaa<; yap pdXXov y KaT€<f>Oiao.

840 'frivo'i kXv(o ; rroOev Oavdaifio^i tuy^,

yvvat, aav e/3a rdXaiva xapBiav ; f
(iiroi. T/9 av TO TrpaxOev, t) pdrrjv o^Xov

(TTcyei Tvpai'pou Bwfia irpoairoXoyv ep-cov ;

u)fioi pMi aeOev ******
peXeo<i, olov eiBov aXyo<; Boficov,

ov tX?;tov ovBe prjTov dX'fC d'jro)Xop.y]v'

eprjfioq oIko^, Kol rcKv op^aveverai.

€Xnr€<; eXnr€<;, co (^iXa

yvvaiKiov dpiara 6^ oirucra^ e<^opa

850 (f)€yyo<; deXiov t€ fcat

vvKTOf darepoiirov aeXa'i-
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IIIFPOLYTUS

What word can I speak unto thee ?—how name, dear
wife, [thy life ?

The doom that on thee hath descended and crushed
Like a bird li.ist thou fleeted from mine hands.

And with swift leap hast rushed to Mades' halls.

Never sorrow of sorro>\s was like ujitu mine. 830

On mine head have I jfathered the load

Of the far-off sins of an ancient lim-
;

And this is the venj^eance of Cn>d.

cnoiiLs

Not to thee only, king, this grief hath come
;

\N ith many more a dear wife's loss thou sharest.

THESEUS

(Am.)
In tiie darkness under the earth— ah mc, to have died,

I hat in lilackness of deep gloom under tlie earth I

might hiile,

Who am reft of tin mo^t dear conipanit>nship !

Oh, thou hast dealt worse death than thou hast

suffered !

Of whom shall I hear whence came it, the deadly
stroke 840

Of doom, that the heart of thee, my beloved, broke ?

Will none sj)c.ik \\ hat befell ? - or all for naught
Dulh this my palace roof a menial throng?

Woe's me, my beloved, stricken because of thee !

Ah for the grief of mine house, for the travail I see.

Past utterance^ past endurance I— lost am I :

Mine house is desolate, motherless my babes.

O my darling, my wife, thou art gone, tliou art gone,

O best upon whom the light

L.ooketh down of the all-beholding sun, 850

Or the splendour of star-eyed night

!
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X0P02

TaXa?, 0) TaXa<?' oaov kukov e^ei B6fio<i.

huKpvai fiov ^\^(f)apa

Karay^udevTa TeyyeTai era tv^o-'

TO 8' eVt ToiSe Trijfia <f)piaa(o irdXai.

eH2ET2
ea ea*

Tt ^rj TToO^ r)he hk\TO<; e'/c (piXrit: X'^po'i

ripT7]fi€V7] ; deXei ri crijfijjvat viov ;

rlW ?} XeYOL*? poi Kai reKvcov €7ri<TTo\a<;

Hypayp-ev 7) hv(ni]vo<; (^airovpevi] ;

86u Oupcrei, rdXaiva' XeKrpa yap ra (")>;(Tea)9

ovK eari ho)p.d 6* t]ti<; eicreia-iv yvvrj.

KoX p,T]v TVTTOi ye a(f>€vBovy]<; )(pv(Ti}\dTOv

T?}? ovK€T ov(nj<; Ti'/flr^e Trpoacra'ivovai fie.

<^ep\ e^e\i^a<; irept^oXa^ <T(f>payi(Tp.dr(ov

i8(t) ri Xe^ai Be\TO<; ijBe pot SeXei.

XOP02

<f>€v <^eu" t68' av veo^pop €KSoy^ai<;

€1714) epel ^€09 Ka/cov. ip.ol y av^ ovv

d/3ioTO<; ^iov rv^a 7r/3o<? to Kpavdev eXrj rv^eiv.

6\opevov<; ydp, ovKer 6vTa<; Xeya),

870 <f)€V <f>€V, Tbiv ep-wv Tvpdvvoiv hopov^'

u) halp.ov, eX TTO)'? ecTT/, p.i] a<^i]\ij^ S6p-ov<;,

airovp,ivT]<; Se kKvOl p.ov 7rpo> ydp Ttvof

oiwvov (oare p.dvTi^ elaopd kukov.

eH2ET2

oXp,oi' t68 olov aWo 7r/309 fcaKfo kukov,

ov TXrjTov ovSe Xcktov. w TaXa? iyd).

* Paley's suggestion for MSS. m***-



HIPPOLYTUS

CHORUS
Alas for thee, and thine liouse's burden of ill !

With ruth for thy late running o'er do mine eyes

tlie tear-drops pour

:

[Aside] But for woe whicli must follow I shudder

and shudder still.

THESEUS
Hal
What is this tahKt, what, to her dtar hand
I'astened ? Would'st fain speak some word unsaid ?

Now hath she writ, unhappy one, to pray

rouchiiif^ my marriage or my children aught ?

Fear not, lost love : the woman is not horn 860

Shall lie in Theseus' eoueh, or tread his halls.

Lo, how the impress of the carven gold

Of her that is no more smiles up at me !

Come, let me uncoil the seal's envdopings,
And see what would this tablet say to me.

CHORUS
\N oe, woe ! How God bringeth evil following hard

on the track

Of evil ! I count for living unmeet
The lot of a life such as this, as on deeds that are

wrought I look back : [but in ruin and wrack
For the house of my l(»rds standeth not any more,

I behold it hurled from its ancient seat. 870

.\h God, if this may be, wreck not the house.

But hearken my beseeching, for I trace.

Seer-like, an evil omen from his face.

THESEUS

.\h me !—a new curse added to the old,

Past utterance, past endurance ! Woe is me I
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X0P02
Ti xprjfta ; \e^ov, e" ri /xoi \6yov fiera.

eH2ET2

fioa ^oa 8e\T0<; aXacrTU. ira ^u7&)

^apo<i KUKCJV ; dwo yap 6\6fjL€vo<; oixop.ai,

olov olov elSov ev ypa(f>ai<i yueXo?

880 (pOeyy6fi€VOV T\dp.Q)p.

X0P02
aiai, KaKOiv dp^vyov eV<^atW/f \6yov.

0H2ET5
ToSe /xev ov/ciri ar6/j.aT0<i ev TruXat?

Ka6e^(t> BvaeKireparov, oXoov

KUKOV 10) TToXt?.

'IttttoXuto? evvfj'i t?}? e'fi?)? erX?; Oiyelv

fSia, TO aepvov Z»/j'o>» oyit/x.' inip.daa'i.

dW' 0) TTurep HocreiSov, a? e/ioi irore

dpa<; vireayov r/Jfts", p-id Karepyacrai

Tovrcov ep-ov 7ra'(^', yjpepav Be pi) (f)vyoi

890 Ti'jvh', eiirep t/ph' (oiracra^; aaipei'^ dpwi.

X0P02
dva^, direvxov raina 7r/3o>> Ocmv iraXiv

yi'iocret ydp avOi<; dpTrXuKcov. epol TTtSov.

eH2ET2
ovK ecTTf Kai ITpa's y' e^eXco a(p€ TijaBe 7')s^

Svolv he p,oipaii' Oajepa ireTrXij^e-af

rj yap noaeiBow avrbv €l'i"A.iBov 7ri'Xa9

OavovTa 7rep,ylr€i Ta<t £/x.a<? dpa<; aeftwv,

>} Ti^crBe ^lopa^ eKireacov dX(op€i>o<s

^einji' eV atav Xvirpov dprXijcrei fSiov.

X0P02
Kai ptjv oB' avTos iraU cro? ea Kaipov irapa,

000 'IttttoXuto*?' 6pyj]<; B' e^arels" KUKf)-;, dva^
H;;cret), to X^xttov aolcn ^ovXevaai B6poi<i.
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HIPPOLYTLS

CHOIIUS

What is it ? Speak, if I may sliare the tale.

THESEUS

It shrieketh,—ah, horrors tiie tablet outshriekcth .

O how can I Hee

My burden of woes ! 1 am utttrlv riiin-sprd I

W hat incantation of curses is this I have read

Graved on the wax—woes nie I 880

nioBus
Alas ! thuu utterest speech that heralds ill.

Tni':sELs

No more within my lips' pites will I pen
I'he horror that chokes utterance () niv people,

Mippolytus hath dared assail inv bed
\N ith violence, tloutinj^ Zeus's awful eve !

Tatlier Poseidon, thou didst promise me
Three curses once. Do thou with one of tliesc

Destroy my son : may he not 'scape this day,

If soothfast curses thou hast granted me. 890

cnoHUs
Oh, for the (i(»ds' sake, Kin<;, recall this prayer!

Thou vet shalt know thine error : yield to me.

THESEIS

Never I Yea. I will drive him from the land ;

.\nd, of two dooms, with one shall he be scourged : —
Kither Pi»seidon, reverencinjf mv prayers.

Shall slay and s|)eed him unto Hades' halls,

Or, banished from this land, a va<fabon(l

On strange shores shall he drain life's bitter dregs.

CHOHL'S

Lo, where tliy son's self comes in season meet,
Hippolytus : refrain thy wrath, O king 900

Theseus, and for thine house the best devise.
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innoATTOS
Kpaxr/rj^ aKOV(Ta<i ai)<; a^iKo^rjv, irdrep,

(TTTOuBfj- TO fieVTOl TTpuy/J,'
€(f)'

(O TO, VVV (TTi.Vei'i

ovK diha, ^ov\oi/jli]v S' av eV crWev k\v€Iv.

ea, Tt ^pfjfia ; cr?;i' Bd/iapd' opo), TruTep,

v€Kp6v' fieyicTTOv OavfiaTO<; t68' d^iov
i]v upTiQ)<; eXeiTTov, r; <pdo<; roSe

oviro) y^povov -iraXaiov elaehepKero.

Tt \pP)p.a irday^ei ; rro t/jottoj 8i6\\vrat,

910 TTc'iTep, irvOecrSat /SovXofiai, aeOev irdpa.

criyd^; ; atcoTrt}^; o' ovBev epyov cv KaKol<i'

1] yap TTodovaa irdvja Kaphia K\vetv

Kav roif KUKoiai Xiy^vo^; over' nXiaKerat.

ov fii]i> <f)iXov<; ye Kuri fuiWoi' i) <f)L\ov<;

KpvTrreiv Slkuiov (xa?, irdjep, hiKnrpa^ia^.

eH5ET2
0) TToXX' d/j.apTdvoi>T€<; di'Op(o~oi fxuTijv,

Ti Bt) re^va^ /xev p.vpia^ SiSdaxere

Kal irdv-a p-q-^avdcrde Ka^evpiaKeTe,

ev B' OVK tVicTTacr^' ovh' eOijpdaaaO^ iro),

920 ^poveii' hihdaK€iv olaiv ovk €V€aTi vov<;

;

innoATTOS
Beivov cro<pt(TTT}v elira's, oa-i^ ev <^povelv

TOL/? fii) (PpovovvTa<; Bvvaro^ ear' uvayKdaai.

dW OV yap ev BeovTi XeTTTOVpyel'i, irdrep,

BeBoiKa pi] aov yXoxra' iTrep^dXp KaKoi^.

eH2ET2

<f)€v, XPV^ ^pOTolcn TOW ^iXfov Te/cpijpiov

(7a<i)€<i Ti KeiaOai kuI Bidyvwcriv (ppei'ojv,

otTTi? t' dXT]Ojj^ ecTTiv o9 re pi] (f)iXo<;'

Biacrdi: t€ <f)ii)i>d<; Trai/ra? dvdpdoirov^ ^x^iv,

Tr]V pev BiKaiav, tijv 6' ottco? eTirf\avev,
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HIPPOLYIUS

Enter niPPoi.vTrs.

niPPOLYTLTS

Fatlicr, I heard thy cryin*;. and I came
In haste: yet for wliat cause thou inakcst ruoaa

I know not, but of thee I fain would licar.

11a ! what is tliis? Father, thy wife 1 see

Dead!—matter this for marvel passiiij; great.

Hut now I left her, who upon this liixlit

Looked, it is not yet a long scxson since.

What hath befallen her ? How jierished she ?

Father, I fain would learn it from thy mouth. 910

.•client ! In trouble silence naught avails.

The heart that yearns to know all cares of thine

Fain shall be found to prove thy troubles too.

Sure, from thy friends—yea, and thy more than

friends.

Father, it is not right to hide thy griefs.

TMtrsKrs

() men that ofltimes err, and err in vain.

Why are ye teaching ever arts untold,

.•\tid search out manifold inventions still,

But one thing know not, no, have never sought it,

To teach them wit, in whom no wisdom dwells? 920

iin'rouvTis

.\ cunning Siige were this, endued with power
To force them to be wise who are witless all

!

Hut— so ill-timed tliv speculations arc—
Father, I fear thy tongue for grief runs wild.

TIIF.'KIS

Out ! There shouUl dwell in men some certain test

Of friendship, a discerner of the heart.

To show who is true friend and who is false.

Yea, all men should have had two several voices.

One honest, one— ;is chance or interest swayed ;
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inilOAYTOS 2TE<I>ANH<I>OP02

930 a)<; /; <^povovaa tuSik' e^ri\k'y)(€ro

7rpo<; tt}? SiKaia'i, kovk av r]rraT(i)p^9a.

innoATTOS
aXV T) ri<i €(? crov ov<; ^e hiajiaXcov e%€l

<f)i\(ov, vocrovjxev 5' ovSev ovre<; alrtoi

:

€K TOi TreTrXrjyfiar <toi yap eKifKi'-jaaovai fie

\6yoi TTapaWd(j(jovT€<; e^eBpoi (ppevayv.

eH2ET2

(f)€v T^<? Pporeia<;—TrotTrpo^ijcreTai

;

—<pp€i'6<;'

Tt repfia toX/lij;? Ka\ 6pdcrov<; yevijaerai

;

el yap kut uvSpo^ /Siotov i^oyKoxrerai,

o h' v(JTepo<i Tov irpoadev ea v7rep^o\j]v

9i0 7ravovpyo<i earai, Oeolai irpoa/BaXelv ^(Ooi'l

dWijv herjaei ya'iav, f) xaypi^aejai

TOV'i p.r] EiKaiov; Kal kukov^ Tre^u/fora?.

a-KeyjracrOe B' et? t6vB\ oo-t/9 e^ ip-oii yeyco^

rjcXvve Tup-d XeKjpa Ku^eXeyx^Tai

Trpo'i T/}<? 6avova7]<i e/i<^ai'w? KUKiaro^ (av.

hel^ov h\ eireiB/] y ei<i piaap! eXy]\v$a^,

TO (TOV "jrpoadiirov Bevp ivavriov Trar/ai.

av hi] deolaiv &)<> 7repi(J(T0<; oiv uvrjp

^vvet ; (TV (Tco^pcov koI kukcov uKi'^paro^ ;

950 ovK dv TTiOoipjjv Tolai (Tol<i KO/XTroa eydi

deolai TTpocrOei^ dpaOiav (bpovelv kukmS'

TjBtj vvv avx^t *"' ^^' dyp-v^ov ^opd<;

(TLTOi<i Kairt'jXev, 'Op<^ea t dvuKT ex(t)v

^dK\eve TToWoiv ypappdrcov Ttp.(ov Ka7rvov<;'

eVei 7' eX}'j(f)0>]^. Tov<i Se toiovtov^ eyd)

(f)evyeiv irpn^dyvo) -rrdar Oyjpevouai yap
(Tep.vol<i \6yoiaiv, alcr^pd fi)]\av(Ofiei'OC.
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HIPPOLYTL'S

That so the traitor voice might be convict

Ht'fore the honest, nor we be deceived.

nippoi.vTL's

How?— to thine ear hath some friend slandered nic,

That I the innocent am in evil case ?

Astonicd am 1, lor thy words amaze me,
Thus wandering wide astray from reason's throne.

THESEUS

Out on man's heart I—to what depths will it sink?

NVhere shall assurance end and hardihood.''

l"i)r if it swell with every jjcncration.

And the new aj^c reach licights of villainy

Above the old, the (Juds must needs create

A new earth unto this, that room be found
Tor the unrighteous and unjust in grain.

Look on this man, who, though he be my son.

Hath shamed my couch, and shall be manifest pmvcd
Most vile, by testimony of the dead.

lUi'i'oLNTUS coiers his face in fiorror.

N.iv, show thy face—since thou hast come to this,

riiis foulness,—look thy father in the face I

Dost thou with Gods— O thou no common man I

—

Consort? Art thou the chaste, the stainless one?
1 will not trust thy boasts, for so should I

Impute to (jods unwisdom's ignorance.

Now vaunt, ay now I— set out thy jKiltry wares

Of lifeless food :
^ take Orpheuo fur thy king :

Uave, worship vapourings of many a scroll :

I'or ah, thou'rt caught I I warn all men to shun
.*^uch hypocrites as this ; for they hunt souls

With canting words, the while tliey plot foul sin.

' Abstinence from animal food was a feature of the ascetic

doctrines attributed to Orpheus, as of those of Pythagoras.



innOAYTOS iTE4>ANH*OP02

Tedv)]Kev ijSe' tovto a eKawaeiv Sokci^ ;

ev TfpB^ (iXiaKei irXelaTOv, w Kc'iKLare av'

TToioi '^jap opKOi Kp€Laaov€<;, Tire? Xoyoi

TijcrS" UP yevoiuT av, ware a alrlav ^vyelv ;

pLiaelv ae <p}]crei<; TJjvBe koX to hrj voOov

Tol<i yv7]aL0iai 7r6\e/xtov 7re<f)VKevaf

KaKi)v ap avTJjv tpiropov f3iov Ae'yef?,

el hvafieveia af/ ra (piXrar (oXeaev.

aXV ft)9 TO p.d>pov avhpuGiv /.lev ovk evi,

yvvai^l 5' ifi'irt(pvKev ; olS iyw veou^

ovBev yuvaiKtoi' 6vTa<i aa(f>aX€aTepou^,

OTOv rapd^T) Ki/Tr/Jf? J]/3cocrav (ppeva'

TO 5' apaev avTov<; ojcfyeXel Trpocr/celpevov.

I'vv ovv ri ravra aot<i up-iXXcopxtt Xoyoi^:

v€Kpou '7rap6vTO<; pdpzvpo<i aa(f)€(TTUTOv ;

e^eppe yaia^ rijaS^ ocrov rdxo^ (pvyd^,

Kai prjT * Pi.d i']va<; Ta<; d€oBfX7]TOv<; /loX?;?,

fn']T 6t9 opovi y?)^ T^9 ipov Kparel Bopv.

el yap iraOcov ye crov rdB rjaayji^ijaopai,

01) papTvp/jaet p, \adpio<; ^tvi^ ttotc

KTavelv eavTov, uXXa Kopird^eiv pdrijv,

oi'S' al OaXuaar) crvwopoi "EKeipfoviBe^

(f)>'j(Tovac Trerpai Tot<; KaKot<i p, elvai /Sapvv.

X0P02

OVK ol8' OTTO)"? eiTTOip,' av evTV)(elv riva

dvi]TO)V TO. yap 8rj tt/jcot dvecnpainai rrdXtv.

mnOATTOS
TTUTep, peva p,ev ^varacn^ tc acov ^pevoyv

Beiv/j' TO pevTOi Trpayp! eyov KaXoi/^ Xuyov<i,

el Ti<; hiaiTTV^eiev, ov kuXov ruBe.

eyco 8' dxop.ylro'i et? 6)(Xov Bovvai Xoyov,
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niri'OLYTUS

Dead is she : tliinkest thou this siiveth thee?
Hereby thou art must convicted, basest thou I

What oaths, what protestations sliall bear down 9C0

Thnisls iahlel into nii'i'OLVTLs' IuvkL

Tills, for thine absuhition of the charge ? ....
Now, what is thy defence.''—'* She hated me :

Mastard and true-bom still arc natural foes?''

Fools' trartie this in life —to Hing away
For hate of Ihce the dearest thing she owed I

Or— say'st thou?—"Frailty is not in men,
Hut in the blood of women." Youths, I have proved,

.Are no whit more than women continent.

When Cvpris stirs a heart in flush of vouth :

>'Lt .ill the strength of manhood helpeth them. 970

But whirefore thus contend against thy pleas,

\\ hen there the corpse lies, witness faithful and
true ?

Hence from this land, an exile, with all speed.

Never come thou to god-built Athens more,
Nor any marches where my spear hatli sway

:

For if 'neath thy mishandling I sit still.

Never shall Fsthmian Sinis testify

That I slew him, but name it idle vaunt

;

Nor those Scironian Hocks that skirt the sea

Shall call me terrible to evil-doers. 880

cMonus

I dare not name of mortals any man
Hapjiy, for lo, the first is made the last.

iniTOLYTLS

Father, thy rage and strong-strained fury of soul

Are fearful : yet, fair-seeming though the charge,

If one unfold it, all unfair it is.

I have no skill to speak before a throng:
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eh y]\iKa<; Be K(j)\iyov<; cro(f)coTepo<;.

ex^i Be fiolpav Kal to3'' oi yhp €v ao(f)oi<;

<f)av\oi Trap" o^\(p fiovaiKcorepoi Xeyetv.

900 0/16)9 ^' uvdyKi], (TVfKf>opa<; d(f)iyfj.€Pr]'i,

yXioacrdv fi (i(f>€ivai. irpSiTa 3' dp^opai \eyeiv

66ev fi UTTf/X^e? irpcoTOv ax; hiat^Oepfav

ovK uvTiXi^ovr . €i(Topa<; (f)do<; ToSe

Kal yacav ev roiaS^ ovk evear dvijp epov,

ouS' i]V av pi]
(f)fj<i, (TO}(})pove(TTepo<; yeydi<i.

iTTiajap^i yap irpcora p,€v 0eov<i ai^eiv,

<^tXo/<? T6 ^pi^crdaL p.i} (iBiK€iv ireipcoph'oiq,

«\\' olaiv alhai<i pi]T eirayyeWeiv kukci

p,i']T uvOvTTovp^felv ala-)(^pd TOiai ^p(opei>oi<;'

1000 OVK eyyeXacTTt)^ ro)v op.i\ovvr(ov, TTcirep,

a\\' ai/TO"? ov irapovai Kdyyv<; 6)v (^t\o9.

€Vo<; B' ddiK~o<;, (o pe vvv eXelv BoKeh'

Xe^ov; yap et? to6' i)pepa^ uyvov Bep.a<i.

OVK oiBa irpd^Lv Ti]vBe ttXtjv Xoyro kXvcov

ypa<f>f} T€ Xevaawv ovBe ravra yap cTKOTrelv

7rp6dvp6<; elp.1, irapdi^vov yffvx']^ ^X^^''
Kal Bi] TO aio(f)pov Tovpov ov TreiOei a {'cro)?*

Bel Bt] <t€ Beirut T(p rpoTTfp Bic^Odprjv.

TTorepa to rfjaBe atop.' eKaXXtaTeveTO

1010 Tracroiv yvvaiKiov ; i) crov oiKijaeti' Bop.ov

eyKXrjpov evvi]V irpoaXa^icv eirifKiriaa ;

p.dTaio<; ap rj, KOvBapov pev ovv (^pevuiv,

dXX tt)<? rvpavvelv I'jBv Tolcri (T(o(f)pocnv ;

ijKKTTd y\ €1 p.t) TO? (f>peva<; Bie^Oope

6vr)TMV ocrotaiv dvBdvei p/)vapx^(t..

e7<i) B' dyCova<; pev Kparelv 'KXXrjviKoix;

7rpibT0<i OeXoip,^ dv, ev iroXei Be BevT€po<;

ai'v Tot9 dpi(noi<; einvxelv del <f}LXoi<;.
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HIPPOLYTL'S

Mv tonf^ue is loosed witli equals, and those few.

And reason : they tliat are ainonfj the wise

Of none account, to mobs arc eloquent.

Yet needs I must, now this mischance hath I indited. 990

I'nrein my tongue. And first will I be<jin

\\ here thou didst first assail, as thou wouldst crush uie.

And I find no reply. See'st thou yon sun
.\nd earth?—within their eomjmss is no man—

-

'rh<)u<;h thou deny it—chaster-souled than I.

For 1 have learnt, first, to revere the (Jods,

Then, to have friends which seek to do no wrong,

I'riends who think shame to proffer aught of l)ase,

Yea, or to render others shameful service.

No mocker am I, father, at my friends, 1000

Hut to the absent even as to the present :

In one thing flawless,—where tlmu think'st mc
trapped,

—

For to tliis day my body is clean of lust.

I know this conunerce not, save by the ear

And sight of pictures,— little will have I

To look thereon, who keep a virgin soul.

Yet, grant my virtue wins not thy belief,

Sure 'tis for thee tc» show whereby I fell.

Wilt say this woman's form in grace outshone

.Ml wonieii ? that 1 hoped thy state to inherit 1010

IJy winning for mine own thine heiress-cjueen ?

Vain fool were I—nay rather, wholly mad I

" But Power can tempt, " might one say, " even the

chaste."

Nav verilv !—save the lust of sovereignty

Poison the wit of all who covet it.

I'ain would I foremost victor be in games
Hellenic, and be second in the realm,

.\nd witli pure-hearted friends be happy still.
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innOAYTOS STE^ANH^OPOS

trpaaaeiv yap ev Trdpeari, k[v8vvo<; t aTTCoy

1020 Kpeiaao) hihoiai t/)? Tvpai>vioo<i \apiv.

t'v ov XeXeKTat riov ep-tov, to, S aW €X€i<i'

el p.ev yap ?]v p.oi p.apTv<i olo<: elp. €yd),

Kol rrjcrh 6p(oa-7]<; (f)iyyo<i yycovi^oprjif,

€pyoi<; tiv elSe<; toi"? kukov^; ^le^ioiv.

vvv h^ opKiov aoc Yji^jva koi TreCov y^Oofo^

opvvpi 7MV (Tcov p,t'j7roO^ uyj/aaOai yapcov

/i?;^' (iv 0e\>](Tai pyjS' av evvoiav Xa/Seci'.

?} rap" uXolpyjv a/cXe?;? avcovvp,o<i,

uTToXi'i aoLKO^, (f)vya<; d\i]T€VQ)v ')(d6va,

1030 Ka\ P'i'jTe 7r6vro<; fit'jre yi) Se^airo pov
GapKa^ Oai'6vTO<;, et KaK6<; 7re<f>VK av/jp.

el 6' yEe heipaivova uTrcoXecrev j3iov

ovK old- ^pol yap ov depi<i irepa Xeyetv.

eaoxppovijae 6' ovk eyovaa aaxppovetp,

i)p.ec<; B\ €XOVTe<; ov KaXcot;, i-x^piop-eda.

X0P05
apKOvaav etTra? alria^ a7roaTpo<f)i)v,

6pK0v<; 'irapa<T')((i)v, iriajiv ov ap.iKpdv, Oedv.

eH2ET3
ap OVK eTTfoBof Kai 7o>;<f 'ire<^v)(^ oSe,

G<i Trfv ipy-jv Treiroidev evopyqala

1040 "^^xh^ Kparrjcreiv rov tckovt uTipdaa'^ ;

innoATT02
Ka\ crov ye Kupra -ravra davp.d^w, irdjep'

el yap av p.ev ttuU ^)cr$\ eyco S^ a6<i iraTi'^p,

eKTeivd roi a av kov (f)vyai<; i^rjpiiovv,

etirep yvvaiKo<; rj^iovi ep.fj<i diyelv.

eH2ET2
6t>9 d^iov ToS' €i7ra9* ou;^ ovtoo Oavel,

(oairep av aavrcp rovhe TrpovOrjKa'i vupov
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HIPPOLYTUS

For there is true well-btiiij;, iVom peril far,

\N liich givetli sweeter joys than sovereignty. 1020

So hast thou all my couiitcrplcas, save one :

—

Could I that witness call who knows mine heart,

Anil, j)]eading, face thy ika<l wife's living face.

By deeds shouldst thou search out and know tiie

wicked :

Hut now—by Zeus Oath-warden, by Karths plain,

Swear I, I ne'er atti inpted couch of thine,

No, nor had wished it, nor had dreamed thereof.

God grant I perish nameless, fameless all,

CitylesK, homeless, exile, vagabond
On earth,—may sea nor land receive my corpse 1030

When I am dead, if I be this vile thing I

Now if through fear she flung awav her life

I know not. More I cannot sinless Siiv.

Her honour by dishonour did she guard :

I, in a sore strait, cleave to honour still.

CMOIIUS

Thou hast said enough to turn this charge from thee.

Tendering the oath of Gods, the awful pledge.

TUF.SKUS

Juggler with words and trickster is he not.

Who thinks by his unrufHed calm to outface

My mood, when his own father he hath shamed ? 1040

IlIPrOLVTUS

^ y, but I marvel, father, at this in thee ;

—

1 i>r, if nu' son thou wert, and I thy sire,

I bad slain thee : exile should not be thy mulct,

If on my wife thou hadst dared to lay a hand.

THKSEUS

Good sooth, well said : yet not so shalt thou die

—

Not by the doom thou sjieakest for thyself!
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innOAYTOS 2TE<J>ANH*0P02

Ta;^^? yap"AiBrj<; pacr-ro^ dvSpl SvaTVX^i'

dXX' €K 7TaTpcoa<; (f)vya<; a\i)T€vo)v ')(dov6<;

^evrjv eV alav Xvirpov uvT\i]aeL<; ^lov
1050 /j,iadb<i yap ovr6<; iariv dpBpl Bvaae^ei.

innOATT02

o]'fj.oi, Tt Bpdaeis ; ovBe fiiivv~i]v ^popov

Be^ei Kud' >)p.o)v, dWci p, e^€\a<; ^Oov6<i ;

eH2ET5
Trepav ye ttovtov ~epp.6vo)v r XrXavTiKwv,
€1 TTO)? Suvaifirfv, to? crbv eydaipoi Kcipa.

innoATT02
ovS' opKOv ovhe vicTTiv ovBe fu'ivrecov

(f)TJpxi<; eXey^a? aKpirov eK^aXei^ fie yfj^ ;

eH2ET2

7) B€\TO<i yBe KKrjpov ov BeBeyfiivrj

KaTTjyopel crov Tnard' toi"? 3' inrep xdpa
<f)OiTMV~a<; opvefi ttuW t'ytb )(^aip€iv \ey(o.

innOATT02

1060 w Oeoi, Tt Btjra Tovfiov ov Xuo) (TTOfia,

6ari<i y v(f}^ vfiMP, 0&9 ae/Sco, Bi6X\vfj.ai ;

ov BfjTa' 7TdvTC0<i ov TTldoipL dv OV'^ p.€ Bcl,

/idTi/V 3' dv opKOVi avy)(^€aifjL ov'i o)fioaa.

eH2ET2
oHfiof TO ae/xvov ws' /a' drroKTeipei to aov.

ovK el 7rarpu)a<i eVT09 &)9 Td)(^i<TTa ytj'i;

innoA'ii"T02

TTol Brjd^ T\t']p.o)v rpeyfrofxai ; Tivo<! ^eva>v

B6p,ov<i eaeifii. rfjB^ eV alria <f)vycov

;

eH2ET2
6(Tri<i yvvaiK(t)v \vfi€(bva<; ijBeTai

^evovi KOfiL^cov Kal avvoiKovpov^ KaKtov,
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HIPPOLYTUS

Ay, easiest for the wretched is swift death.

But from the home-land exiled, wandering
To strange soil, shalt thou drain life's bitter dregs

;

For this is meet wage for the impious man. 1050

niPPOLYTL'S

Woe's me !—what wilt thou do ? Wilt not receive

Time's witness in my cause, but banish now ?

TMKSF.IS

Ik-yond the sea, beyond the .\tlantic bourn,

If this I could ; so much I hate thy face.

HlPl'OLVTUS

Nor oath, nor pledge, nor pri>phet's utterance

\N'ilt test, but cast me forth the land untried ?

This tablet, though it bear no prophet's sign,

Accuseth thee, nor lieth : but the birds

That roam o'erhead— I wave them l<)ng farewell.

HIPPOLYTUS (oxide)

() Ciods, why can I not unlock my lips, 1060

Who am destroyed by you whom I revere }

No !—whom I need persuade, I should not so,

And all for naught should break the oaths I swore.

TMESKIS

Faugh !—how it chokes me, this thy saintly mien I

Out from thy fatherland ! Straightway begone !

HIPPOLYTUS

Unhappy ! whither sliall 1 flee ?—what home
Of wliat friend enter, banished on such charge?

THESEUS

Of whoso joys in welcoming for guests

Defilcrs of men's wives, which dwell with sin.
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mnOAYTOS 5TE$ANH$OP02

innoATTOS
1070 alal- 7rpo<i ^irap SuKpvcov t e'yYU? roSe,

el 8t] KttKo^ ye (^aivofxai Bokm t€ croi.

eH2Er2
Tore (TTeviiKeiv Koi irpoyiyvcocrKeiv a expr\v,

OT eh irarpcpav aXoxov i'/Spi^eiv eVX?;?.

innoAiTOS

u) 8(o/j.aT, eWe (pOey/xa yrjpvaaiaO^ poi

Ka\ fj.apTvp7]cratr el KaKo^; ttc^vk avj)p.

eH2ET2

eh TOL'? (t(btoi'ois ndpTvpa<i <f)evyei<i cTo<poi<i'

ro S' epyov ov X^yov ere /xijvvei kukov.

innoATTOs

^ev'

el'O^ ^}v ifxavTov irpoa^iiTeiv evavTiov

aruv6\ 6}<; ehuKpva 61a Trdcr'^op.ev KaKa.

0H2ET2

1080 TToXXco ye fiaWov aavTov 7jaKi](7a<; a€,Sciv

y Tois Tevoi'Tfi's ocria Spdv, BiKaio<; cov.

innOATT02
10 BvaruXaiva fxfjrep, (o iriKpai yovai'

firjSeh TTOT eiT] twv epLMV (JuXmv i>uOo<i.

©K2ET2

ovx eX^er avTov, B/xcoe^ ; ovk (iKovere

irdXai ^evovcrOai rovBe TrpovvveTzovTd fie;

innoATTOS
K\aio)v T/'> avTOiv op ifiov ye Oi^erai'

av K avTo^, ei croi Ovp6<i, e^ayOet x^ov6<!.

0H2ET2
Spdcro) TciS', el /it] tol<; efioh ireicret X6yoi<;'

ov ydp Tf9 ot/CT09 ctT;? /x v7r€p)(^eTai <j>vy')<i,
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HIPPOLYTL'S

HIPPOLYTUS

Alas ! this stabs mine licart \vell-ni<ih to weeping,
If I he publislicd villain, thou believe it!

TIIESKLS

Tlu-ii shouldest thou have moaned and taken thou^^^lit,

\\ hen thou dar'dst outrage thine own father's wife !

IIIPPOLVTIS

O halls, could ye but find a voice for me.
And witness if I be a wicked man I

THESELS

Wisely thou fleest to speechless witnesses

!

This deed, thou<;h it s-peak not, declares thee vile.

HIPPOLYTUS

Ah, to stand face to face and see myself,

riiat for the wrono^s I suffer I might weep I

THESEUS

Yea, 'tis thy wont to gaze on thy perfections

More than to render jmrents righteous honour.

HIPPOLYTUS

Ah, hapless mother !— ah, my bitter birth I

Base-bom be never any that I love I

rUEf^EUS

Will ye not hale him hence, thralls?— heard ye not

Long since his banishment pronounced of me ?

HIPPOLYTUS

Who layeth hand on me of them shall nie !

Thou thrust me from the land, if such thy mood.

THESEUS

That will I, an thou wilt not heed mine best.

\o pity for thine exile visits me. [Exit tme5eus.
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innOAYT02 STE<I>ANH*0P02

innoATTOs
1090 ctpapev, ci)9 eoiKcv w Tu\a<; eyco'

fo? olBa fiev ravT , oiSa B ou)( 07r<u9 (ppdaco.

Si (fiiXTaTT] fioi Satfiovcov At^toO? fcopij

avvdaK€ air/Kvva'ye, (f)€v^6fj.€(T$a Bt]

K\en>a<; W$7)va^. aWa )(aipeT , w TroXf?

Koi 'yaC ^¥.p€\deoi<i' w ireBov Tpot^yjviov,

a)<? iyKadyjlSav ttoW exei^ evBaifioi'a,

X^^P' vcrrarov yap a elcropCov Trpocrcpdeyyop.ai.

IT, a) veoi fwi TijaBe ytj'i 6fi.j]\iK€<;,

irpocreiTTaB' i)p.a^ koX ttpone^yp-are x^ovo^'

1100 W9 0V7T0T (iWov avBpa <T(i)(f>pov€aTepov

oy^eade, Kel fit) tuOt e/ioj BoKei Trarpi.

XOP02
(TT/3. a

7} fieya fioi xa Oeuiv /j.€\€Br}/jxiO\ orav (^p^va<i

Xu7ra<? irapaipel'

^vvecriv Be tiv iXiriBi KevOwv
XeiTTo^i €V T€ rv)(ai^ dvazoiv koX ev epy^acri

Xevaacov
aWa yap aWoOev a^i^eTai,
fxcTO. B' lararai avBpdaiv aluiv

1110 iroXvTrXdvqTOf; aUl.

avT. a

eiOe fioi €v^ap.eva OeoOev TciBe fioipa irapdaxoi,
Tv\av fieT cX^ov
Kai uKi'jpaTov aXyecTL dv^ov
Bo^a Be fi7)T dTp€KJ]<i ixi]t av Trapdaij/xo'; eveir)'

paBia 8' jy^ea tov avpiov

fiera^aWofieua xpuvov aleX

^iov (TVV€VTUX0L7]V,
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HIPPOLYTUS

HIPPOLVTUS

So then my fate is scaled. Ah, woe is me ! 1090

I know the truth, yet know not how to tell it.

Dearest of Gods to me, O Leto's Child,

Q)mpanion, fellow-huntress, I sliall Hee

Athens the glorious. Farewell, City and Land
Of old Ercchtheus I O Tmezenian plain,

How many pleasant j)atlis of youth hast thou I

Farewell : I see thee, hail tlicc. the last time.

Come, O ye youths, mine age-mates in this l.md.

Speak parting word : escort me from tiiis soil :

For never shall ye see a chaster man, IKX)

Albeit this my sire believeth not. [Exit.

CHORUS
(Sir. 1)

When faith overfloweth my mind, dod s providence
all-embracing [but to kninv !

"

Banishetli griefs : but when doubt wliispereth " Ah
No clue through the tangle I fuid of fate and of life

for my tracing

:

There is ever a change and many a change,

And the mutable fortune of men evermore sways
to and iVo

Over limitless range. 1110

{Ant. 1)

Ah, would the Gods hear prayer I— would they grant

to me tliese sujiplications

—

[of p.iin,

A lot with prosperity sweet, and a soul unshadowed
And a faith neither fixed foursquare on the Hint,

nor on sandy foundations I

Quick-shifting my sail to the coming bnt ze

Of the morrow, so may I fleet, ever voyaging life's

wide main
Over stormless seas.
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arp. ^
1120 ovK€Ti yap KaOapav (ppiv e'^co ra irap iX-TriSa

Xevcraov,

eirel tov 'KX\avia<;

(pavepcoraTOV ciarep \\6dva<i

e'lBofiev e'lBofiev e'/c 7raTpo<; 6pya<;

aXXav iir alav ie/i€vov.

b) ^p-dfxaOot 7ro\i7']TiBo<; dKTa<;

8pv/j.6<; r 6peio<;, 66i kvvwv

oiKVTToBwv fi€Ta Oijpu^ evuipev

1130 AiKTvvvav d/.i(f)i aefivdv.

dvT. /3'

ouK€Ti av^vyiav Trcakwv "EiV€Tav iTri^dcrei

TOV dficf)] Atfiva^ rpoyov

Karexoyp iroSl yvp.vdho'; 'lttttov.

/.Lovcra 8' dvirvo^ vtt avrvyi ')(ophav

\i']^ei Trarpcpov dva Bofiov

dariipavoi St Kopa^ <\i'd7rav\ai

AaTOi'<i ^aOelav dva ')(\6av

1140 vv/i(f)tBi(ov 8' aTToXooXe <f>vya ad

\cKTpwv afiiWa KOvpat<;.

eyoi Be ad Bva7V)(ia BdKpvai Biolaa> etrwB.

TTOTfiov diTOTfiov' <u TdXaiva

fidrep, eT€K€<; dvovara' (f>ev,

fiaviQ) Oeolaiv

lo) Ico av^vyiai Xaptre?,
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HIPPOLYTUS

{Sir. 2)

My mind is a fountain troubled ; I see things all

undreamed :

For the Star of Athens, that beamed
The briirhtest witlial in Hcllas-land,

We liave seen him driven to an alien strand,

IJy the wrath of a father have seen him
banned.

Ah, cityward sands, ye shall wait him in vain,

And ye mountain woods, where streamed
'Twixt the oaks the pack on the wild boar's

track

In dread Dictynna's hunter-train,

Till the quarrv was slain.

(Anf. 2)
Nevermore shall he hanioss the Ilcnetan horses and

leap on his car.

O'er the race-course of Limiie afar

To speed the courser's feet if (ire :

And the songs, that once 'nealii the strinf^s

of the lyre

Slept never, shall cease in the halls of his sire.

Ungarlanded Artemis' bowers shall be
In the greenwood depths that are.

By thine exile have perished the sweet hopes
cherished

Of our maids, and their gentle rivalry

In love for thee.

(Ejwcle)

For tin woeful fate shall I pass amid tears fast-Howing

A fortuneless fortune. O mother evil-starred,

This day thy birth-joy effaces !

I am wroth with the Gods :—O Graces

Aye linked in loving embraces,
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Ti rov ToXav ix Trar/j/a? 709
Tov ovBev ara^ airiov

Tre'/xTrere rwvK utt o'Ikwv ;

Kal fxrjv oirahov iTnroXvTov t6v8 elcropco

Cnrovhfj (XKvdpOOTTOV Trpo<i 8o/J,OV<s 6pfJ.(i}/J.€l'0V.

ArrEA02
TTOt 7>}9 avaKTa rfjaBe Srjaea /loXcov

evpoifi av, 0) yvvaiKei; ; eiTrep I'ctt, ifiol

<Tr)fii]vaT' apa novSe BoyfiaTWV eaw ;

X0P02
o5' avTo<; e^Q) B(i)fidTQ)v "jropeverai.

ArrEA02
07;crei}, fiepL/ivj]^ a^iov (f)ep(o \6yov

aol Kai 7ro\LTai<; o'i r \\d rjvaiwv rrroXiv

vaiovcri Kal 7>'}? Tepfioi'a^; Tpoi^Tjvia^-

eH2ET2
Tt 8' t(TTt ; fiMV Tt<? (Jvpu^opa veoiTepa

Bicraa<i KaTeiXTjcf)^ daTvyeitova<i TroXe/? ;

ArrEA02
'iTTTToXfTO'? OVKiT tCTTtV, &)<? ellTeiV eTTOf

B^BopKC fxevTOL </)f(J? eVl crfiiKpa.<; ^ottt}?.

eH2ET2
7r/D09 ToO ; 5t' e\Opa<: fio)v ti<; yv d<f)iyfjLevo<;,

oTov Karr)(j\vv d\o)(ov (o<; 7raTpo<; ^ia ;

ArrEA02
oiK€LO<; avTov o'yXea dpixdrcov 6')(0'i

dpai re tov aov (TTo/ictTO?, a? cv acp irarpl

TTovTOv KpiovTi 7ra/So9 Tjpdao) iripi.

eH2ET2
0) deol Yl6(J€i.h6v d\ 0)9 dp TjcO^ ifio^ Trari-jp

6pO(o<;, dKovaa<; tcov ep-ayv KaTevy/xaTfov.
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HIPPOLYTUS

Why do ye suffer that he from Iiis land should be Sfoing,

From his home, who hath nowise earned a doom so

bitter-hard ?

lUit lo, I see Hippolvtus' henchman nigh

Hasting unto the halls with clouded brows.

Inter MESSEN(iF.R.

MK.SSF.NOER

NN'here should I go and find this countrys king,

riicseus, ye women? If ye know, declare

Straightway to me. Within these lialls is he ?

CMonus
I.o yonder wliere he cometh forth the halls.

I'jilcr TnnsEUs.

M ESSENO Ell

Theseus, I bring a sorrow-kindling tale

Ti) thee and all the citizens which dwell

In .\thens and the bounds of Troezen-land.

TIIEflEUS

What now ? Hath some disaster unforeseen

I'allen on these two neighboiir-citied states ?

MESSENGER
I Iii)|)<)lytus is no more !—so may one say,

llumgh yet a little space he sceth light.

THESEUS

Of whom slain } Hath one met him in his wrath,

Whose wife he had outraged, even as his sire's ?

MESSENGER
I lis proper chariot-team hath dealt hini death,

And thy mouth's curses, which thou didst call down
I'rom the Sea's Lord, thy father, on thy son.

TMESEUS

O CJods ! Poseidon ! how thou wast indeed

My father, who hast heard my malison !
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iro)<i Kul Buo\€T ; eliri' tco rpoTTfo Alkt)^

tiraiaev avrov poirrpov alaxvvavT ifM€ ;

ArrEA02
7}/xet9 fJ-(P dKTp]<; KUfioSeyfiovo^ Tre'Xa?

ylrt'jKrpaiaiv ittttcov eKrevt^ofiev T/3t;^a9

K\aiovTe^' y\de yap rt? ayy€\o<; Xeycov

a)<? 0VK6T iv yfi rfjh avacrrp^-^OL ttoSu

'IttttoXuto?, €K crov r\j}p,ova<; ^vyfi<; €)((i)V.

o 8' ?)\0e ravTov haKpvoiv eycov pe\o<;

i]/iLv eV aKTat<;' fivpia 5' oiriadoirovi

(f)L\a}v api ecrreiy j)\i/c(ov opi]yvpi's.

Xpovfp 5e BijTTOT eiTT uTraWay^Oel'i yocov

Tt TavT dXvo) ; Trctariov iraTpo^ X6yot<;.

evTvvad^ 'iTTTTOv^ uppaai ^vyi)(f)6pov<;,

Bpco€<;' TToX/s^ yap ovKer c<jtiv ijSe pot.

TOVi'devSe pevTOc Tra? dvjjp jjTreiyeTO,

Kal daaaov *] Xiyoi ti<; i^i]pjupeva<i

'jruiXov'i Trap aiirov BeaTroTijv ecmjcrapeii.

papTTTU Be ^epa'tv i]VLa<; uTr durvyo'i,

avTalaiv dp/SuXaicrtv dpp6aa<; 7roSa9.

Kal irpCiTa pev OeoU e?7r' uva7nv^a<i yepa^'

ZeO, prjKkT eXi-jV, et KaKo<i 7re(f)VK dvi]p'

aiaOoiTO 8' /;/i-«9 fi)9 dripd^ei iraTijp

ijroi dav6vra<; t) <j>do<; BeBopKOTa^;.

Kuv T^8' iiryf/e Kevrpop et? ^ei/aa? Xa^cov

7r(oXoi<; opxipj]]' TrpocnroXoi B t^ uppa~o^
ireXa'i -y^^aXwcop eliropeaOa BecriroTf]

rijv €vOv<i"Apyov<; KdiriBavpia^ oBov.

eVei S' ep^ipov -x^iopov elcre^aXXop-ev,

aKTi] Ti<; ecTTi TovireKetva rPjcrBe 77)9

7r/309 TTOVTOV T]Bt] K€Lp€V}J 'S.apcOVlKOV.

i^jOev Ti<i rjx<^ %^oi'f09 0)9 l^povTi] Aib<{
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HIPPOLYTUS

How pcrislird he? In what way did the pin

Of justice snaj) on him who wruiiglit nie slianic ?

MKSSKNfiER

\\ «.', hard beside the beach that greets the surf,

\\ ilh combs were smoolhinj^ out his horses' manes
\\'eeping : for word had come to us to say

riiat no more in this land ni|)polylus

MiLjIit walk, of tiiec to wrelehed exile doomed.
riien came he, brin<;in<^ the same tale of tears

To us upon the strand : a countless thronj^

Of friends his a«je-mates foUowinic with him came. 1180

lUit, ceasing at the last from moan, he cried :

" Why rave 1 thus? I must obey my sire.

Harness the horses to the charint-yoke,

Mv thralls: this city is no more for me."

TiK n, then did every man bestir himself.

Swilter than one could say it were the steeds

Harnessed, and by our lord's side set we them.
'J'lien the reins caught he from the chariot-rail,

And in the car's foot-rests set firm his feet.

But to the Gods first stretched his hands and cried : 1190
•• Zeus, may I die if I a villain am !

May my sire know that he is wronging me,
W lien I am dead, if not while I see light !

'

1 hen in his hand he took the scourge and smote
At once the steeds. We henchmen by the car

Fast by the reins attended on our lord

Towards Argos straight and I'.pidauria.

And, as we entered on a desert tract.

Beyond this Troezen's border lies a beach
Sloping full down to yon Saronic Sea. 1200

There from earth's womb a noise like Zeus's thuncler
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fiapvv l3p6fxov fxeOPjKe (ppiKcoSr] KKveiv

opdov he fcpar ecrniaav ov<; t e'f ovpavov

'iTTTTOL' Trap ijfuv S' 7)v (f)6/3o<i veavLKo<;

TTodev TTOT eo] (f)06yyo-^. elf S' aXippoOov^

aKTa<j dTTO^XiyjravTe-; Icpov etSofiev

KVfi ovpavw ariipii^ov, war iK^r^piOrj

SK€ip(i)vo<; a/CTOf ofifia Tovfiov elcropCiv

eKpvirre S' ^\(T0p.ov kui rrerpav W(TK\)]7riov.

1210 KiiTreiT avoiSfjaav re koI Trept^ d(f)pou

7ro\vu Ka^\d^ov ttovt'uo ^i'cr>y/xaTi

^(Opet 77/309 ClKTtU, OV TeOpiTTirO'^ 7)V 0)(^0(i.

avrO) he crvv kKv^covl koL TpiKVfiia

Kvpl i^eOijKe javpov, uypiov T6/?a?,

OV Trdaa p.ev ')(doiv (f)0eyp.aTO<; 7r\y]poufX€VT]

<f>ptK(t)Se<i dvTe<^6eyyeT , elcropwcjL he

Kpelaaov Oeafia Sepyp-drcov €(f)aLveTO.

€v6v<; Be TTcoXoi'i Beivo^; e/j-TTLTTTei (^UfSo^;'

Ka\ BecnroTrj'i /xev iTnriKolcnv ijOeai

1'2-JO 7ro\i"» ^vvoiKUiv ijpTraa- j)via<; )(€poiv,

e\K€i, Be, fC(07rt]v ware vavj3dTi]<^ dvtjp,

ifidaiv ei^ Tov-madev dprijawi Se'yuas"

ai B' evBaKOvcrai aTopua liVpiyev?] yvadfiot'^

^ia <f)epov<Tiv, outi vavK\i]pov X^P^^
OV0' (TTiroBeafKOV 0VT€ K0Wf]TC01> 0-)(^0)V

fj.€Ta(TTpe(f)Ovaai. Kel /j.€v etV to, fiaXOuKO,

yaLU'^ evcov oiUKWi ev6vvoi Bpo/xov,

7rpov(f)aii'€T eh Tov^nrpoadev, coar dva(JTpe(f>eiv,

Tavpo<;, (f)ol3(p Terpiopov efc/xaivcov o^^ov

1230 61 5' ei<i TrtT/oa? (pepoivro fiapyioaai (f>pei>ai,

(Tiyfi TreXdi^wv dvTuyi ^vveiTreTO

et's" rovO^ eoyi ecr0>;Xe KdvexaiTiaev,

dyp-lBa TreT/jft) irpoa^aKoov 6')(rjp.aT0<i,
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niPPOLYTUS

Made imittled roaring, a hluod-curdlinfT sound.

Tlien tlu' steeds lifted head and pricked tlie ear;

And thrilled through us most vehement dismay
Whence might the sound be. To the sea-lashed

shores

Then glanced we, and a surge uneartlilv saw
Up-eolunmed to the sky, that from my siglit

Shrouded was all the beach Scironian
;

Veiled was the Istlnnus and Asdepius' Crag.

Then swelling higher, higher, and spurting forth 1210

."Ml round a cloud of fti.ini and sea-blown spray,

Shoreward it rushcth, toward the four-horse ear.

Then from the breaker's midst and hugest surge

The wave belched forth .i l)ull, a monster fierce,

With whose throat-thunder all the land was filled.

And echoed awfully, as on our gaze

He burst, a sight more dread than eyes could bear.

Straightway wild panic falleth on the steeds :

Yet their lord, wholly conyersant with wont
Of horses, caught the reins in both his h.mds, 1220

And tugs, as shipman tugs against the oar,

1 hrowing his body s weight against the reins.

Hut on the (ire-forged bits they eUnehrd their teeth.

And whirled him on o'ermastered, recking not

Of steering hand, or curb, or strong car's weight.

And if, yet holding to the ch.iriot-helm.

Toward the smooth ground he strove to guide their

course.

Aye showed that bull in front, to turn them back,

.Maddening with fright the fourfold chariot-team.

If toward the rocks they rushed with frenzied heart, 12.30

Fiist by the rail in silence followed he

On, till he fouled and overset the car,

D.ishing against a rock the chariot-felly.

257
VOL. IV. 8



innOAYTOS 2TE*ANH*OP02

av^(f)upTa S' ^jv c'nravra' avpiyyef t dv(o

Tpox^ov iTr7]So)V a^opcov t tV/yXara.

auT09 S" TXj]fi(ov 7)viatat.v e'/iTrXa/cet?

heapov Suae^t'jVvcTTOv eXKerai BeOei'i,

(TTTohovfievo^; /xev irpb'i Trerpai'i (^ikov Kcipa,

dpavwv hk adpKa^, Beiva 6' i^avBcjv KXveiv

1240 aTrjT , M (fxiTvaicri Tat*? eyuat? reOpafipevai,

p.}'] p! e^a\€i\lr7jT' o) irarpb^; TciXaiv cipd.

Tt9 avhp apiarov ^ovXerai acbaai irapdiv ;

TToXXol Be ^ovXrjdevre'i vaTepw irohl

iXeiTTopLeada. ;^to pev e/c heapwv Xvdel'i

Tp.1]Ta)V ipdvTCOV OV KciTOlS" OTft) TpvTro)

TTLTTTei, l3pa\vv hi] jSioTOv ipLirveoiv err

ITTTTOl S' €KpV(f>deV Kul TO SvaTTJVOV TepWi

ravpov Xeiraia^i ov kutoiS' ottov ^6ov6^.

BovXo<i p,€v ovv eycoye (xcov B6p,(ov, ava^,

12o0 aTap Toaovrop y ov hvvi']aopui Trore

rov (TOP TTidecrdai ttulS' ottw? earlp KaKo^i,

ovh el yvpaiKcop Trap Kpepjxadeu} yepo^,

Kat Trjp ev "ISp ypap-puTcop TrXijaeie ti<;

TrevK>]v, eTrei pip ecrOXop opt eTridTap-ai.

X0P02
alal- KeKpaPTai (Tvp(f)opa vecop KaKwp,
ovh ecTTi poLpa<; tov ')(p€(i>v t aTraXXayi'].

eH2ET2
pbiaei p,ep dphpo<i tov 7r€7rop06TO<; Tahe
Xoyoiatv )]aO>]v roiahe' pvp 6' alhovpLCPO^

6eov<; T efceli'OP , ovpck earlp e^ epou,

1260 ovO^ rjhopLai roccrh^ ovt eird^Oo/jLai KaKol<;,

ArrEA02
7r<u<f ovp ; Kopi^eip, tj tl ^pij top dOXtop
hpdcrapTa<i vp^'i (rfj ^api^eaOai <f)p€PL

;
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HIPPOLYTUS

Then all was turmoil : upward leapt in air

Naves of the wheels and linchpins ot" the axles.

And he, unhappy, tangled in the rein^,

Hiiund in indissoluble bonds, is haled

Dashing his head against the cruel rocks,

Rending his flesh, outshrieking piteous cries

—

"O stay, ye horses nurtured at my cril)s, 1240

Destroy me not I—ah, father's curse ill-starred !

\N ill no one save an utter-innocent man ?
"

Ail, many willed, but far behind were left

With feet outstripped. Loosed from the toils at

IjLSt

Of cleatj-cut reins,— I know not in what wise,

—

He falls, yet breathing for short spjice of life.

Vanished the steeds and that accursed m«»nster,

The bull, mid rock-strewn ground, I know not where.

Thrall am I verily of thine house, O king
;

Mowbeit so foul a charge— I never can 1250

Helieve it of thy son, that he is vile,

Not though all womankind should hang themselves.

Though one should fill with writing every pine

In Ida :—he is righteous, this I know.

CHORUS
Woe for accomplishment of new disaster 1

No refuge is there from the doom of fate.

TIIK.SF.rS

Tor hatred of the man who thus hath fared,

(Had for this tide was I : but now, for awe
Of heaven, and for that he is yet my son.

Glad for this judgment am I not, nor grieved. 1260

MKSSENGER
How then ?^must we l)ear yonder broken man
Hither.'—or in what wise perform thy pleasure ?
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<f)poi>Ti^ • e'/iot9 Se ')(p(o/x€vo<; ^ovXevfiaaiv

ovK ODfio^ 619 (TOP TraiBa Bvarv^ovi^r ecret.

0H2ET2

KOfii^cT avrov, to? ihb)v iv Ofifiacri

TOP TUfi cnrapvrjOevra /xi) '^pavai XixV

\070i9 r iXey^d) SaifMovcov re av/jL<f)opal<i.

XOP02

(TV rap deo)i' iiKafiTr-

TOP (ppepa Koi ^porwv

ayei^, Kvirpr avp S

1270 6 TTOtKlKOTTTepOf; ll/JUf)l^a\(i)V

wKVTUTO) Tnepo)'

TTOTarat, Vi yalap €vd)(y]r6p d^

iiKfivpop iirl TTOPTop.

OeKyei 5' "E/Jto?, cji fiaipofiipa KpaBia

irrapo^ ecpopp-dar]

^pvcrocfia }']<;,

(f>vcriv opeaKocop

aKvXuKcop TreKayiwp 6 oaa re yu Tp€<p€t,

Tciv "Wio^ aW6p£Po<i BepKerai,

12S0 dp8pa<; re* avp.TTciPTWP he

^aai\i]iha Tifxdv, Kimpi,

rtoi-Be pLova KpaTVP€i<i
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HIPPOLYTUS

Bethink tliec : if my counsel thou wilt heed.

Harsh to thy stricken son thou wilt not be.

THESELS

Bear him, that I may see before mine eyes
Him who denit'd that he had stained niv bed,

By words and heaven's requital to eon\ iet him.

[Kxil MKSSKNGER.
CIIOIUS

Love, under thy dominion unbendini; hearts bow low

—

Gods' hearts, and hearts of mortals ; when, flashing

tliroui^h thy jwrtals

On i^lory-gleaminjT pinion, flits Eros to and fro, 1270

Love, under thy dominion unbending hearts Ixtw low.

CJold-filittering win<^s wide-soaring, they rain clown

witehery : [ph.int sailing.

O'er maddened hearts prevailing, o'er earth trium-

O'er nnisic of the roaring of spray-bemanth-d sea,

(Jold-glitteriiig wings wide-soaring, tluv rain down
witehery.

lie kindleth with his yearning all things of e.irth-

born race : [he filleth :

The mountain's whelps he thrilleth, the ocean's bro<xi

W liere'er the sun's eye burning down looketh on
earth's face, [burn race.

lie kindleth with his yearning all things of carth-

They bend— all, all arc bending, Love-(jueen, beneath 1280

thy hand ! [royal

O crowned brows, whom loyal vassals acclaim sole-

By spells all-comprehending in skv and sea and land
;

They bend— alljallare bending, Love-queen, beneath
thy hand !
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APTEMI2

ae Tov evvaTpihav Alyeo)'; Ki\of.iai

TraiS" eiraKOVcraL'

Ai]rov<; Se Koprj cr ^Apr€fii<; avBco.

Srjaev, TL rd\a<; TolaBe crvvTjSei,

iraiS' ovx OCT to) 9 abi' inroKreivaf:,

\^evheai fivdoi<; ciXuxov ireiaOel^

d(f)avrj ; (f)av€pav 5' ecr^eOe^; aryjv.

1290 7rw9 ovx i^TTo yP]<i Tciprapa Kpv7rT€i<;

Bepa^; aia-)(vv6ei<;,

i) TTTijvbi; civco /uera^a^ ^lotov

7r}]fiaT0<i e^o) rroha rovh^ av€X€i<i ;

ci)9 ev y ayaPoi<; dvSpdaiv ov (xoi

KTTjToi' jStoTou /j,ipo<; eaTLv.

aKove, St]cr€v, awv kukcov KardcTTaaiv
KairoL irpoKo-^oy y ovSev, a\rfvvo) he ak.

tiW' e('<> To5' ifkOov, iiaiho^ eKBet^at. <f>p€va

TOV crov hiKaiav, to? inr €VK\eia<^ davrj,

1300 Kai aPj<; yuvaiKO<; oiarpov ?) rpoirov riva

yevvaioTrjTa' t/}? yap €)(^Oi(TTrj<; Oewv

I'lpuv, oaraiai 7rapdeveto<; i)hovi'],

SrjyOeccra K€VTpoi<; 7raiS6<; rjpdaOii cWev.
yv(op,7] Be viKav tijv Kvirpiv ireipco/xeinj

rpo<f)ov BuoXer ov^ eKovaa fXT]j^avaL<;,

J) a(p Bi opKOiv iraiBl (nj/iaivei voaov.

6 B\ wcTTrep 0)v Blkuio^, ovk ecpeajreTO

Xoyoiaiv, ouS' av 7rpb<; creOev KaKOVfX€i'o^

opKwv difielXe Triajiv, €uae/3)]<; 767(09.

1310 1)
8' et'9 eXey\ov fii] Trea-rj (po/Sov/xevr)

\jr€vB€i<; ypa(f)a<; eypa^^re koX BiwXecre

BoXoiai crov TraiB^' dXX' ojxa)9 eTreiae ae.
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HIPPOLYTUS

Enter artemis, veiUd in a neclar-breathing cloud.

ARTEMIS

Thou hiijh-born scion of Aefjeiis, I call upon thee:
Theseus, p}\e ear unto nie.

It is Artemis, Leto's Daughter, that naineth thy
name :

Why dost thou joy in thy shame, [moved
Who hast murdered thv son unrighteously, thereto

I}y the lies of thy wife unproved ? [found.

Ruin and wrack in the sight of the sun hast thou
How wilt thou hide underground 1290

Thy dishonour in lull, or upsoaring mid clouds, veil

there

Thy life of remorse and desjwiir ?

For the part that was erstwhile thine in the good
man's lot,

Beiiold, it is not.

Theseus, hear thou the posture of thy woes :

—

Yet have I no help for thee, oidy pain
;

But I have come to show the righteousness

Of thv son, that in fair fame he may die,

And thv wife's fever-flame,—yet in some sort 1300

Her nobleness. She, stung bv goads of her

Whom we, who joy in jiuritv, abhor

Most of all Gods, was lovesick for thy son.

Her reason fought her passion, and she died

Through schemes wherein she had nojKirt: her nurse

Told under oath-seal to thy son her pangs :

He, even as was righteous, would not heed
The tempting ; no, nor w hen sore-wronged of thee

Broke he the oath's pledge, for he feared the Gods.

But she, adread to be of sin convict, 1310

Wrote that faKe writing, and by treachery so

Destroyed thy son :—and thou believedst her !
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eHSErs

APTEMI5
huKvei eye, (r)rjcr€V, p,vOo<; ; aW e;^' 7]crv\^o<;,

rovvOevB' uKOvaa^ o)? av otfia)^<; ifKeov.

ap oiada Trarpo^; rpeU apa<; cra^et? e^f^v ;

o)v Ti-jv fiiav TrapetXe's. w KuKiare av,

ei9 TralSa rov crov, i^ov eh i\0p6v rtva.

ira-y-jp fiev ovv aoi ttovtio^; (ppovCov Ka\o}^

e^cov' ocTovirep XP^F' ^"^^iirep TJvecrev

(TV S eV T €K€lV(p KUV Cfio] (f>aiv€i KaK6<;,

09 0VT€ TTicniv ovT€ fi(ivr€0)v oTra

efi€iva<;, ovk i']\ey^a<;, ov y^povfo p.aKp(p

(TKey^iv Trapea^e^, aWa Oaacrov >/ a expu^
<ipn<; €(f)fjKa^ TratSl kuI KUT^KTave^.

eH2ET2
BedTTOtV, 6\0lflT)V.

APTEMI2

Seiv' eirpa^a^, aXV 6p.(o^

€T ecTTL (Toi Kol TwvBc (Tvyypco/j.7]<; Tvyelv
}\inrpi<i yap i']6eX^ wcne yiyveadaL rdoe,

7r\i]pou(Ta dvfiov. deolat S" w3' eve/ v6po<;'

ov^€i<i airai'Tav /SovXeTUt irpoOvfiia

Ti] rov 6i\ovTO<^, rJXV a(f)iaTap.€(T$' aeL
iirel a(i(f>^ IcrOi, T.i'jva p.i] (f)o^ovfieuj]

OVK av TTOT j]\Ooi> €i<; res' aiaxvi'Jj'i eyo)

MCTT civhpa TTUVTOiV (f)l\TaTOV l3poTO)v ipLol

davelv iaaai. Trjv he aijv afiapTiav

TO pL7] eiBevai fiev irponov €k\v€C KuKy]<;-

eireira 8' i) davova ain']\u>crev yvvi-j

\6ycov eXeyxov'i wcrre' crtjv irelaai (ppeva.

fid\i<TTa /J,€V vvv (Tol Ta3' eppcoyev kuko..
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HIPPOLYTUS

THESEUS

Ah me !

ARTEMIS

Is it torture, Theseus?—Nay, but hear ine out.

That hearing all thou mayst the more lament.

Thv sire's sure curses three— rememberest them ?

One hast thou thus misused, O villain thou,

Against thy son, which might have quelled a foe

!

Thv sire the Sea-king, in his love's despiti-,

(lave as he needs nuI'^t, seeing he had pledged

liim :

Vet wicked in his eyes and mine art thou, 1320

Who wouldst not wait for proof, nor prophet's voice.

Nor vet make inquisition, nor let time

Slowlv reveal all, but with criminal haste

l)i(Kt hurl the ctn-se upon thy son, and sHy,

THESEUS

Queen, ruin seize me I

ARTEMIS

Deep thy sin : but yet

Even thou for this mayst win forgiveness still

:

For Cypris willed that all this should befall

To glut her sjjite. And this the Gods' wont is :

—

None doth presume to thwart the fixed design

Willed by his fellow : still aloof we stand. 1330

Else be thou sure that, but for dread of Zrus,

I never would have known this depth of sh.inie.

To suffer one, of all men best beloved

Of me, to die. But thy transgression, first,

Tiiinc ignorance from utter sin redeems
;

Then, by her death thy wife made void all test

Of these her words, and won thy credence so.

Now, most on thee this storm of woe hath burst
;
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XvTrt) SI Kcifwi' Tov<; yap eucre/Set? Oeoi

1340 dvyj(TKOVTa<i ov y^aipovar toi'? ye p.i]v KaKOv^

avTol<i reKvoicri koX 86/jloi<; i^oWvfiev.

XOP02

fca\ /j,y]v TflXa? oSe Sr] areixei,

aupKa<; veapa<i ^avOov re xapa

hia\vp.avdei^. to irovo'i oikcov,

olov iKpdvdr) BlBvfiov peXcWpoi^

irevdo'i deodev KaraXijiTTov.

innoATT02

aiai alal'

Bv(TT'>]vo<; eyco, 'irarpb<i i^ ahiKOv

'^pi](jpol<i aBiKOt^; Bt€\v/j.dvOi]v.

1350 (iTToXoyXa Td\a<;, otfioi piOi.

Bid fwv K€<f)a\i]<; aaaova oBvvai,

Karh B^ iyKi(f>a\ov 7rTjBa-(T(f)dK€\o<;.

(TX^^t d7r€ipT]Ko<i crco/i' uvaTrauao},

e €•

(o (TTir/vov o-)(i]p! 'iinreiov, €fiTj<;

^ocTKrjfia X^/Jo?,

Bid fi €(^deipa<i, Kara S" eKTeiva<i.

(pev (f)€v- 77/909 deoiiv, drpifia^, S/icoe?,

Xpo6<; €\k(oBov<; dtrTecyde x^polv.

1360 Tt'? €(f>e(TTi]K€V Be^ia TrXeupoif :

7rp6(T(f)opd fi aip€T€, (TvvTOva 6' eXjcere

Tov KaKoBai/xova Kai Kardparov
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HIPPOLYTUS

Yet grief is mine : for when the righteous die

The Gods joy not. The wicked, and withal 1340

Tlieir children and their homes, do we destroy.

CHORUS

Lo, lo, the stricken one borne

Hitherward, witli his young flesh torn

And his golden head of its glory shorn !

Ah, griefs of the house !— what doom
Twofold on thine halls hath come

Hy the Gods' will shrouded in sorrow's gloom I

Enter hearers ivilh iiippoi.ytls.

niri'oLYTUS

Woe, woe for a. son
\^\• the doom of his sire

All marred and undone ! 1350

Through mine head Icapeth fire

Of the agony-flashes, and throhhetii my brain like a

hard-stricken lyre.

Let me rest—ah forbear I

—

For my strength is sped.

Cursed horses, ye were
Of mine own hands fed.

Vet me liave ye wholly destroyed, yet me have ye
stricken dead !

For the Gods' sake, bear

Me full gently, each thrall

!

Thou to right, have a care I

—

1.360

Soft let your hands fall
;

Tenderly bear the sore-mangled, on-stepping in

time, one and all,

The unhappy on-bearing.

And cursed, I ween,
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7raT/309 afnr\a/ciai<;. Zev Zeu, Ta6' opa<i

;

oS' 6 a€/j.vo<; iyco kuI deoaeindyp,

oS' o <T(i)(f)pocrvvT} 7rdvTa<i virepa^oiiv

TrpovTTTOv €'i"AiBi]v (TT€i\o} Kara yy]<s,

6\€aa<; ^iorov p-o^dov^ h a\\oi<;

T/";? €vae^ia<;

a<> avdpioTTOV^ eTTovrjaa.

alal alal'

Kal I'vv oBi'va fx oSvva /3aii>€i.

p-eOere pe joXava'

Kai pot, Bai'ttTO? Tlaiav eXOoi.

TrpocraTroWv-e /x' oWvre top SvaSai-

poi'd pL' dpcpiTop-ov Xojxci'i epapxii

hiap-oipaaai,

Sid T evvaaai rov epov ^iotov.

CO 7raT/309 epov hvarava dp<r

piai(j)6i'cov [re] avyyovajv,

TraXaicov TrpoyevvrjToptov

e^opi^eTai kukov ovhk peWei,

epo\e T eV epe

ri TTOTC TOP ovSev opt eTrairiop kukow;

Id) poi, Tt (f)a);

TTws' diraWd^o) ^iotcip

ip.dp rovh^ di'aXyi'jTOV irdOov^;;

eXOe p£ K0ip,i(T€i€ TOP SvaSaipop

"AiBov p.e\atpa pvKT€p6<; t' dpdyKU.

APTEMI2

w TKrjpop, o'la aup.<f>opa avpf^vyy]<i'

TO K €vy€ve<; (T€ TOiiP (ppepwp uTrwXecrep.
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HIl'l'OLYTUS

Of his father's own erring :

—

Ah Zeus, hast thou seen ?

Innocent I, ever fearing the Gods, who was wlioUy

heart-clean

Above all men beside,

—

Lo, how am I thrust

Unto Hades, to hide

My life in tl)e dust

!

All vainly I reverenced God, and in \ain unto man
w<is I just.

Let the stricken one be !

—

1370

Ah, mine anguish again !

—

Give ye sleep unto me.
Death-s;ilvi- fur mv pain,

The sleep of the sword for the wretched— I long, oh

I long to be slain.

Dire curse of my father I

—

Sins, long ago wrought
Of mine ancestors, gather : 1380

Their doom tarries not,

But the scourge overtlowcth the iniuK-ent ^wherefore
on me is it brought ?

Ah for words of a spell,

That njy soul might take flight

From the tortures, with fell

I nrelentings that smite I

Oh for the blackness of Hades, the sleep of Necess-
ity's night

!

ARTKMIS

Unhappy, bowed 'neath wliat disaster's yoke !

Thine own heart's nobleness hath ruined thee. 1390
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innOATT02
ew
0) Oelov u^fi!]^ 7ri>evfj.a' koI yap tV KaKol<i

b)v Tj(TOu/u.y]v <Tov KaveKou(f}ia6>]v Se'/wi?' ,

ear ev roiroiaL ToiaiB' "Apre^i'i 6ed;

APTEM15
w TXfjfiov, ecTTi, aoL ye (fxXrdTi] Oewv.

innoA'iTos

6pd<; fie, heairoiv , w'i t'\'f«), tov ddXiov;

APTEM12
o/oco- KUT oaacov 5' ov dip.i<i fiaXecv Bdxpv.

innoATTOS
ovfc ecTTi aoi KVvayo<i ovS^ virripeTrj^,

APTEMI5

oi) 8!)t • uTap fwi irpoac^iXi')'^ y cnroSXvcrai.

innoATTos
ou5' i7nrop(i)p.a<; ov8 ciyaXfiuTayv (f}v\a^.

APTEMI2
Kv7rpi<: yap j) iravovpyo'i w8' CfirjaaTO.

innoAiT02
cofxof <Ppova) St) haip-ov i) /x. ciTrcoXeae.

APTEM12

Tf/Az/f ip,ep.<p07j, (jox^povovvTL 8' ))-)(deTO.

innOATT02
Tpel<i 6vTa<i rifia^ wXea, fjcrOijfiat, K.v7rpi<;.

APTEMI2

irarepa ye Ka\ ere koI Tpnrjv ^vvdopov.

innoAiT02
(i}/j.a)^a -oivvv Koi irarpo'i Svcnrpa^ia^,

APTEMI2
e^TjiraTi'jd}] Baifxovo^ /SouXevpXLcTiu
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HII'I'OI.YTUS

Ah, perfume-breath celestial !—mid my pains

I feel thee, and mine an<;iiish is assua<;ed.

Lo in this place the Goddess Artemis I

ARTEMIS

Yea, hapless one, of Gods best friend to thee

hm'I'OLYTUs

(^iieen, scest thou my Jilight—the stricken one?

AIITEMIS

1 see— l)ut tears are to mine eyes forbid.

nu'Poi.VTUS

None now shall liark thine hounds, nor dn thee

service

—

ARTEMIS

Ah no I Yet dear to me thou perishest.

iniM'Ol.VTUS

Nor tend thy steeds, nor guard thine iniaj^es.

ARTEMIS

Tills all-pernicious Cypris hath contrived

—

1400

nn'i'oi.YTUs

Ah me ! what Goddess blasts nie now 1 know I

AUTK.MIS

Jealous for honour, wroth with chastity.

nnM'oLVTUS

Three hath one hand destroyed ; I see it now.

ARTEMIS

Thy father—thee—thy father's wife the third.

HII'I'OI.YTUS

Yea, and I wail my father's misery.

ARTEMIS

liy plots of deity was he beguiled.
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innOATT05
CO SfCTTaXa? crv rPjaSe <7Vfi(popa<;, Trdrep.

0H2ET2
oXcoXa, reKvov, ovhe jxoi X^//3f9 ^iov.

innOATT02
arevo) ae fiaXXov fj 'yue Trj<; afxapTia^.

eH2ET2
el yap yevotfiyjv, tckvov, avrl aou veKpo^.

mnoArT02
w hoipa TraTpo<i cov Tloa€iBa)vo<i ircKpd.

eH2ET2
Q}<; pyJTTOT iXOeiv w<^e\ eis roufiov aropu.

innOATT02
Ti S'; €KTavi<i Tciv p,\ (09 tot' tJo"^' u)pyiap.ivo<;.

0H2ET2
86^i]<i yap i]p.€v 7rpb<; Oecov ia<paXp.€voi.

innOATT02

Cf"^' *)V dpalov Baip,ocriv l^poroyv yevo'i.

APTEM12
eaaov ov yap ovSe yf)<; viro ^6<f)0i'

0ed<; (iTip-oi Is.inrptSo'i i/c Trpodvp.ia<s

opyal KaTa(TKi']y^ovcnv el<i ro aov Bep.a<;

cr>}<? evcre^eia'i Kdya6t]<; <f)p€v6<; X'^^P^^'

eyo) yap uvtj)'; aXXov e^ fV'}"* X^P^"^
o<; iw p.dXi(TTa (f)iXraTO<; Kupfj fSpoTcov

To^oi<; d<f)VKTois- Tolahe Tip.uypi](Top.ai.

aoL h , 0) raXaiirwp , uvtX Twvhe tcop kukcov

rifid<; fjjeyi(TTa<; iv iroXei, Tpoi^ipia

htocrw Kopai yap a^vye<: ydp-wv irdpo^

Ko/j.a'i KepouvTUL (701, Bi alwvo<i /j.aKpou

TrevOi] p.€yi(TTa BaKpvcov KapirovfjiivQ).
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HIPPOLYTUS

IIII'l'<lL\ 1 IS

All lather, woe is thee tor this inischauce !

TUKSKUS

I am slain, niv son : no joy have I in life !

HIIM'OLYTUS

More than myself I mourn thee for thine error.

tiikjsf.us

Would God I could but die for thee, my son I 1410

mrroLYTus
Ah, hitter fjifts of that Sea-god, thy sire!

THESEUS

Ah that the word had never passed my lips!

lUI'I'OLVTUS

Wherefore ?—thou wouldst for wrath have slain me
still.

THI->EUS

Yea, for the Gods had caused my wit to stumble.

HIPPOLYTUS

Oh that men's curses could but strike the (iods!

AHTKMIS

Let be : for even in the nether ^loom
Not unavenged shall be the stroke that fell

Upon thy frame through rage of Cypris' spite,

For thy pure soul's and for thy reverence' sake.

For upon one, her minion, with mine hand

—

1420

Wh(»so is dearest of all men to her

—

With these unerring shafts will I avenge me.
And to thee, hapless one, for these thy woes
HIlcIi honours will I give in 'I'roezen-town.

Ere their espousals shall all maids unwed
For thee cut off their hair : through age on age
Full harvests shalt thou reap of tears of grieving.
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act Be fiouao7roio<; et9 ce irapdevtov

earai fj.eptfj.va, kovk dvcovvfio^ ireawv

1430 e'p(i)<i 6 ^aiSpa^; eh ere aiyy^Oijaerai.

ail B\ 0) yepaiov reKvov Alyio)*;, Xa/St

(Tov TratS' ev dyKiiXaiai Kal TrpoaeXfcucrai'

aKcov yap cuXeaa? vtv dvdpwTTOiai Se

deCov BtBovTOiv etVo? i^afiaprciveiv.

Kai aol Trapaivii) irarepa fii] arvyeiv aeOev,

'IttttoXut'. €^€i<; yap pcipav j) Si€(f)Oiipt}<;.

Ka\ xalp ' ipol yap ov f^ept*; (f)0iTOV'i opdv

ouS' ofipa "vpaiveiv Savaa'ipoKJiv tfCTrvoal^'

opct) Be o"' TfBi] TovBe irXriaiov KaKOV,

innOAiT02
1440 ^aipovaa Kal av arelye, TrapOiv oXjSia'

paKpav Be XetVef? paBi(i)<; opiXiav.

Xvo> Be veiKO'i Trarpl ;^/j>/^oi'cr?;9 aWev
Kai yap Trdpoide aol<; eireiOupi^v Xuyot<;.

aial, KaT oaacov Kiy)^dvei fi ifBi] (tatoto?"

XafSov, TTiiTep, fiov Kal KaropOcoaov Bepa<i.

eH2ET2
lofioi, reKvov, ri Bpa<i pe rbv BvaBaipova;

innoAiTos
oXtuXa Kol Bj] vepTepcov opw irvXa^.

0H2ET2
Tf Ttfv ijxrjv dvayvov eKXnrcop (ppeva ;

*

innOATT02
ov Brjr, cVei ere rovB^ eXevdepw <^6vov.

eH2ET2
1450 TL (f>Jj<;; d(f)L7)<i a'lfiaTo^; fi eXevOepov;

innoArT02
rrfv To^oBapLvov irapOevov fiapTvpofxai.

* Some MSS. have x^V"

;
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HIPPOLYTUS

Ever of thee son<f-wakiiiir memory
Shall live in virgins ; nor shall I'liaedra's love

Forgotten in thy story he unhymned. 1430

Hut thou, O son of ancient Aegeus, take

Thy child into thine arms, and fold him clo-^e.

Not of thy will thou slewest him, and well

May men transgress when Gods are thrusting on.

'I'hec too I charge, Ilippolytus— hate not

'I'hy father : 'tis by fate thou perishest.

Farewell : I may not gaze upon the dead.

Nor may with (lying gasps pollute my siglit

:

And now I see that thou art near the end.

[Exit AUTK.MIM.

niri'oi.vTrs

I'arewell to thy departing. Maiden blest. 1440

Light falls on thee long fellowship's severance !

Lo, I forgive my father at thy suit,

.Vs heretofore have I obeyed thy word.

-\h, o'er mine eyes even now the darkness draws I

Take, father, take my body and upraise.

TUKSKl S

Ah me ! what dost thou, child, to hapless me?
nn'i'oi.vTLs

I am gone—yea, I behold the gates of death !

THKSKUS

Wilt leave me—and my conscience murder-stained?

ini'POLVTUS

No, no ! I do absolve thee of my death.

THESEUS

1 low say'st thou ?—dost assoil me of thy blood ? 1450

HIPPOLYTUS

I call to witness Bow-queen Artemis.
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©HSETS
u) cf)LX7aO\ &)9 yei'valo^; eK<f)alv€i irarpl.

innoAiTos
Toioivhe TraiBwv yvrjaicov evxov TV)(elv.

eH2ET2
wyLtoi (ppevo'i arjs evcre/Sov'i re KciyaOtj^;,

innoAVTos

w %at/)e Kal av, X^^P^ TroWd /xoi, iri'iTep.

eH2ET5
jxi'} vvv irpoh(i><i fjbs, jeKvov, aWa Kaprepet.

innoAiTos
K€Kapr€py]Tai rap, • oXcwXa yap, innep'

Kpvy^ov he p.ov Trpocrwizov co^ Td)(0<; TreTrXoff.

0H2ET2
w /cXeiV ^AOy]V(ov llaX\uSo<; 6^ opLcrpara,

1460 Oiov a7epi)creaB' avhpG<;. a» TXtjpcov eyco-

0)9 7roW«, Ki/TT/Of, a(t)v KaKwv pep,vi)aop.ai.

X0P02
KOivov t68' tt;^09 Traci 7roXtTaf9

>;X^ez^ de\7TT0)<;.

iroWfov haKpvodv ecrrai TrtVyXo?"

T(ov yap peydXcov d^ioirevOei^i

(pijfiai p,d\\oi> Karexovaiv.

'XiriroKvQ' ijpa'S, 5ia ffvippoavi-riv

oCttots 6vtiTois

dpfTtis &Wri Siivafiis neii^wi-

?l\de yap f) irpSad' t) fifToiriijBfv

TTJi fvart&las X'^-P^^ ia6\i\.
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HIPPOLYTUS

THESEUS

Dearest, how noble show'st thou to thy sire

!

HIPPOLYTfS

Pray to have such sons—sons in wedlock bom.
THESEUS

Woe for thy reverent soul, thy righteous heart

!

HIPPOLYTUS

Father, farewell thou too—untold farewells !

THESF.rS

Forsake me not, my son 1—be strong to bear

!

HIPPOLYTUS

My strength is overlxtme— I am gone, my father.

Cover my face with mantles with all speed. [Dies.

TMK^EUS

O bounds of Athens, Pallas' glorious realm.

What hero will be lost to you I Woe's me ! 14fl0

Cypris, how oft shall I recall thy wrong!

CHOHUS

On the city hath lighted a stroke without warning,

On all hearts desolation.

Hain down, O ye fast-dropping tears of our mourning

!

When the mighty are fallen, their bii rial-oblation

Is the wail of a nation.

^

\^Ejeunl OMNES.

' 1462-66 allude to the death of Pericles, which happened
shortly before the representation of this play. The poet in

fact changed, to meet the occasion, the original ending,

which ran thus :

—

blest one, what honours have fallen to thee,

hero, because of thy chastity ;

Never shall aught be more of worth
Than virtue unto the sons of earth ;

For soon or late on the fear of God
Goodly reward shall be bestou ed.

[iitobaeuB, Florilegtum.']
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ARGUMENT

When the Heroes, nho sailed in the ship Argo to bring

home the Golden Fleece, came to the land of Colchis,

they found that to trin that treasure rvas a deed passing

the might of mortal man, so terrihlij nas it guarded bij

monsters magical, even /ire-breathing bulls and an un-

sleeping dragon. But Aphrodite caused Medea the

sorceress, daughter of Aeetes the k-ing of the land, to

love Jason their captain, so that by her magic he over-

came the bulls and the dragon. Then Jason took the

Fleece, and Medea withal, for that he had pledged him

to u-ed her in the land of Greece. JhU as theif fled,

.ibsyrlus her brother pursued them with a host of trar,

yet by Medea's devising was he slain. So they came to

the laud of lolcos, and to Pelias, who held the kinsdom

which was Ja.ion's of right. Hut yfedea by her vutgic

wrought upon Pelias' daughters so that they slew their

father. Yet by reason of men's horror of the deed might

not Jason and Medea abide in the land, and they came to

Corinth. But there all men rejoiced for the corning of a

hero so mighty in war and a lady renotrned for wisdom

unearthly, for thai Medea was grandchild of the Sun-

god. But aPer fen years, Creon the ling of the land

spake to Jason, saying, " I.o, I will give thee my daughter

to wife, and thou shall reign after me, if thou wilt

put away thy wife Medea ; but her and her two .wns

will I banish from the land.' So Jason consented.

And of this befell things strange and awful, which are

told herein.
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE

NCRSK OF MkPEa'S CHILDREN.

Children's Giardias. *

Medea.

Chorcs of Corinthian Ladies.

Creon, King of Corinth.

Jason.

Aeokus, King of Athens.

Messenger.

Children or Mkdea.

Tho Scene is in front of Jhsom's House at Corinth.

I Pafdapoffut.—A trusted Bcrvaiit, rcaponiiible fur keeping tho boy«
out of harm's way : ho was prosfnt nt their »i>.jrt/i, accompanied them to
and from scliool, and never let them Ijo out of hU dght. A similar
inatitutlon U familiar to EnglUhmcn renident in Indiik



MHAEfA

TP0*02
Et^' <u<^e\' 'A/yyoG? /i>; BiairTdaOai. (TKd<j>0'i

KoXx^^ ^'^ a'ai^ Kvavea<; 'S.v/nr\i]yd8a^,

fMi]S' €v vdiraiai TlrjXiov ireaelv irore

T^i-jdeicra TrevKtj, files' eper/xoiyaai X^P^'*
dvhpCov dpiarecov o'l to Trdyvpvaov Sepn<;

TleXia fterrfKOov. ov yap av Ceairoiv efii)

M»;Se/a 7rvpyov<; yr)<i tTrXefcr' 'Ia)XA:£a9

epcoTi Ovfiov €K7r\ayeia ^\daovo<i,

ou^' av KTavelv ireiaaaa WeXidha^ Kopa^i

10 trarepa KarroKei. ri'jvhe yi]V KopivOiav

^vv dvBpl Koi reKVOiaiv, dvSdvovaa p€v

(f>vjfj TToXiroiV b)v a(f)iK€TO x^ova,
avTt] T€ irdvra ^vpx^^pova Idaovt'

rjTTep fieyiaTi) ytyveTat awTJjpia,

orav yvvi] TTyoo? uvBpa pi) SixoaTaTrj.

vvv 8' ix^P^ irdvTa, kuI voael tu (plXrara.

7rpoSov<; yap avTov Texva hecnroTiv t ipip

ydp,oi<i ^Idacov ^aaiXiKols evvdtejai,

yr)pM.<i K.p€OVTO<; 7racB\ 09 alavfiva x^oi>6<;'

20 yirjBeia 8'
}) SvaTrjvo^ riTip.aapevi)

^oa p,€v 6pK0v<;, dvaKaXel 8e Se^m?
iriariv peyiarrjv, Kal deov<; pxiprvperai

o'(a<; dp.oii3rj<i e^ 'la'croi^o? Kvpel.

KeiTai 8' dairo^, acjp, vcpeicr dXyrjSoai,
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MEDEA
Enter NUHse of Mnlcit'x ('hildren.

M'RSK

Would God that Argo's hull had never flown

'riiiuu<rh those blue Clashiiij; Rocks to Colchis-

land^

Xor that the axc-hewii pine in I'clion's glens

Ever had fallen, nor filled uith oars the hands

Of luro-prinees, who at Pelias' hest

(^iirsled the CJolden Fleece ! My mistress tlicn,

Mt (Ua, ne'er had sailed to lolcos" towers

\\ ith love for Jason thrilled through all her soul,

Nor had on Pelias' daughters wrought to slay

Their sire, nor now in this Corinthian land

Dwtlt with her lord and children, gladdening

\\\ this her exile them whose land received her, 10

Yea, and in all things serving Jxson's weal.

Which is the chief salvation of the home,

When wife stands not at variance with her lord.

Now all is hatred : love is sickness-stricken.

For Jason, traitor to his babes and her,

Mv mistress, weddeth with a child of kings,

Daughter of Crcon ruler of the land.

And, slighted thus, Medea, hajiless wife.

Cries on the oaths, invokes that mightiest pledge 20

Of the right hand, and calls the Cods to witness

Wiiat recompense from Jason she receives.

Fasting, with limbs in griefs abandoimient
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MHAEIA

rov iravTa avvryJKOucra BaKpvoi<i xpovov,

iirel TT/Jo? avBpu<; rjadeT yjEnKrjfMevT),

ovr ofjLfj, eiraipova out' airaWacraovcra yi]<i

TTpoacoTTOV 0)9 Be 7reT/309 ?} Oa\dacrio<;

kXvBcov uKOvei vovOeroufxevr] (piXcov

30 i]v fij'j TTore a-pk-^aaa irdWevKov Bepi]v

avTij 77/309 avrijv irarep' aTrot^co^j] (f)i\ov

Kal yaiav o'ikov<; d\ ov<; irpoBova ci<^ik€to

/x€T dvBpb<; 09 (T<f)€ vvv d.TijJidaa'^ ^X^^'
€yvo)K€ S' /; rdXaiva crv/j.(f)opd<; vtto

olov 7raTpf/)a9 fit] diroXeLTrecrdai \0ov6<;.

(TTvyel Be 7ralBa<; ouS' opwa evcPpatvcTai.

BeBocKa 8' avrrjv jxrj ri ^ouXevarj veov
/Sapela yap <f>pt]v, ovB^ dve^erai KaKO)<i

7rda\ova • eyoiBa Ti'jvBe, BeifiaLvco re viv,

40 [/iJ; OrjKTOv mctij (pdayavov Be' yTrarofi,

cnyt) B6fiov<: eicrfSda, 'iv ea-rpcoTai Xt'^09,

1) Kal Tvpavi'ov top t€ yi'jfiavTa KTdvij

KUTreiTU fiei^co avut^opdv Xd^jj Tivd.]

Beivj] ydp' ovToi paBici)<; ye crvfi/3aXo)V

ex^po-v Ti<; avrfi koXXivikov oiaeTai.

dXX' o'lBe 7rat5e9 eV t/3o;^&)I^ Treiravfievoi

cneLXpvcn, /i>;T/309 ovBev evvoovfievoi

KaKoiv vea ydp (ppovrU ovk dXyelv <^lX€i.

nAiAArnro2
TraXaiov oikcov kti]/mi Becr7roLVTj<; ifii'j<;,

CO Tt 7r/309 TTvXaKTi TTjvB' dyova eprjfiiav

e(7TJjKa<i, avTt] dpeo/ievr] cravrf) KaKd ;

7rclj9 (Tov fwvT] M.7]B€ia Xeiirecrdai OeXet

;

TP0*02
reKvaiv oiraBe 7rpea/3u tmv 'Iacroi'09,

'XP'>)<^Tolcn Bov\ot,<i ^vjK^opd rd Bea-rroTcov
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MEDEA

Flung down, she weeps and wastes through all tlie

days

Since first she knew her lord's wrong done to her,

Never uplifting eye, nor turning ever

1-roni earth lier face. No more than rock or sea-wave

Ilearkencth she to friends that counsel lu-r ;

Saving at whiles, when, lifting her white neck, 30

To herself she wails her father once beloved,

Her land, her home, forsaking which she came
Hither with him who holds her now contenmed.

Alas for her! slie knows, by affliction taught,

How good is fatherland unforfeited.

She loathes her babes, joys not belmlding them.

And what she may devise I dread to think,

(irim is her spirit, one that will not brcKtk

Mishandling: yea. I know her, and 1 fear

Lest to her bridal bower she softly steal, 40

And through her own heart thrust the whetted knife.

Or slay the king and him that weds his child,

And get herself some doom yet worse thereby ;

For dangerous is she : who begins a feud

\\ ith her, not soon shall sing the triumph-song.

Hut lo, her boys, their racing-sport put by.

Draw near, all careless of their mother's wrongs.

For the young heart loves not to brood in grief.

Enler childken's guaiidian, n'ilh boys.

childhen's guardian

O ancient chattel of my mistress' home.
Why at the gates thus lonely standest thou, GO

Thyself unto thyself discoursing ills .'

How wills Medea to be left of thee ?

NURSE

O grey attendant thou of Jason's sons.

The hearts of faithful servants still are touched
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MHAEIA

KaK(b<; TTCTVovra kol t^pevwv avdaTrrerai.

eyo) yap €l<; tovt eKJBe^r]K d\y)]86vo^,

oicrd^ ifi€p6<; jM vTT^jXde yfj re KovpavCo

Xe^ai fioXovar] Sevpo ^li]8eia<; ru^^a?.

HAiAAmros
OVTTO) yap }'} TuXatva Traverai yowv ;

TP0+02
60 ^//XcTj a- ev apxu tt^JP^ci KOv^eirM p-eaoi.

nAiAArnro2
0) fMoypo^, el ^/9>; SeaTTorwi eiTrelv roSe'

ws" ovSev olSe ~o)v veayjipcov kukcov.

TP04>02

Ti 8' eajiv, o) yepaie ; /x?; (pOovei (f)pdaat.

nAiAArnro2
oudev p^T^yucov kuI to. TrpuaB' €ipi]p.eva.

TPO*02

p.7j, TTpo'i yeveiov, Kpinr-re (tvvSovXov creOev

aiyi]v ydp, el XP'h ''"wi^Se Oi](Top.ai Trepi.

nAiAArnro2
TjKouad 70V XeyovTO^ ov Sokcov kXv€iv,

7re(xaov<; irpocreXOcov, evda hi-j TraXairaroi

Ouaaoucri, crep-vov dp.cf)l Tleip/jvy]"; vScop,

70 (O'i TovcrSe 7TalBa<i yij'i iXdv Koptvdia^

avv p,i]Tpl /xt'Wot TijaSe Koipavo<i xPovo'i

Kpecov. 6 fievToi p,vdo^ el aa(p)]<; oBe

ovK olSw ^ovXoip.i]v 5' tiv ovK elvai ToSe.

TP0*02
Kai TavT ^Idacov TralBwi e^ave^cTai

irdaxovra^, el Kal p-^]Tp\ 8ia<f)opdv e\ei ;

nAiAArr.ro2

TTuXaid KaiVMV XetTrerai Ki)hevp.d~(ov,

KOVK ear e'/ctti^o? rotaSe hiop.acrLV (piXo'i.
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MEDEA

By ill-betiding fortunes of their lords.

For I have sunk to sueh a deptii of fjrief,

That yearning took nie hitherward to come
And tell to earth and heaven my lady's j)light.

children's guahdian
Ceaseth not yet the hapless one from moan ?

nl'use

Cease !—her pain scarce begun, far from its height ! 60

children's GIARDIAN
»Ah fool !—if one may say it of his lords

—

Little she knoweth of the latest blow.

NURSE

What is it, ancient? Cirudgc not thuu to tell me.

children's GL'ARDIAN

Naught : I repent me of the word that 'scaped me.

NURSE
N'ay, by thy beard, hide not from fellow-tlnall

—

Silence, if need be, will I keep thereof.

childrkn's olardian
I heard one saying

—

fiigiiing not to hear,

As I drew near the old stone seats, where sit

The ancients round IVirene's hallowed fount,

—

" Creon, this land's lord, is at point to banish 70

Mother and sons from soil Corinthian."

Ilowbeit, if the tale I heard be true

I know not : fain were 1 it were not so.

NIR<E
Will Jason brook such dealing with his .sons,

Tliough from their mother he be wholly estranged ?

children's GUARDIAN
Old bonds of love are aye outrun by feet

Of new :—no friend is he unto this house.
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MHAEIA

TP0<I>02

a-TTcoXo/xeaO^ ap\ el kukov irpocroLcro^ev

veov nraXaiui, irpiv toS' e^rjvTXijKevat.

nAiAArnro2
80 arap av 7', ou yap KUipo'i elBevai ToSe

heairoLvav, ijavx^ii^ 'fat 0-170 Xoyov.

TPO*02
w TeKv , uKOved' olo<i el<i vfid<; iraTi'jp ;

oXoiro fxev jiiy heairoTi)^ yap ear ep,6<;'

arap kukos y mv et<? (f>LXov<i aXiaKerai.

nAiAArnro2

T19 6' ov^l Ovy]Tcov ; cipTC ytyvcocTKei^ roSe,

&)<? 7ra«? Ti? avrov rov Trt'Xa? /xdXXov (fiiXel,

01 fi€v BiKaio)^, 01 8e Kal KepBov<i x^P^^>
el TovaBe y evvij^ e'lveK ov cnepyei Trarijp.

TP0+02
IT, ev yap ecnat, hoip.('noiv eao), reKva.

90 ai) S' o)? p.dXi(jTa Tovah^ €py]/j.cjoaa<; €X€,
Kal p.rj iriXa^e p.r]Tpl Bua6vp,oup.evr].

ijSi) yap elSov 0/j.fia viv ravpovp-evijv

Tolah^ co<; Ti Spaaeiovaav ovBe Travaerai

'^(^oXov, aci<f)^ olBa, irplv KaTaaK?]^\rai riva.

e^Opov^ ye jxiVTOi, pi] (f)iXov<;, Bpuaeie ti,

MHAEIA
» /

Bv(7Tavo<i ey<o fieXea re irovcov,

iui p.0L p,oi, 7ra)9 up oXoipav ;

TPO+02
T08' cKeivo, <f)LXoL Trai^ef fxt'jTJjp

Kivel KpaBiav, Kivel Be ^(^oXov.

100 airevBeTe Odaaov BaipaTO<; el'cru),

Kul p,j] TreXdaijT oppaTOf eyyv<;,
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MEDEA

NLRSK
Ruined we are then, if we add iVc^li ill

'I'u old, ere lightened be our ship of this.

children's (iUAHUIAN

Hut tliou—for 'tis not season that thy lady

Siiould know—keep silence, and speak not the

tale.

NURSE
Hear, babes, what father tliis is unto you !

1 curse him— not : he is my master still :

But to his friends lie stiinds convict of baseness.

children's GUAIiDIAN

What man is not? Hast learnt this only now,
Ihat no man loves his neighbour as himself?

Good cause ha\c some, with most 'tis greid of gain

—

.As here: tiieirsire for a bride's sake loves not these.

NURSE
Pass in, dear children, for it shall be well.

Hut thou, keep these apart to the uttermost

:

90

Hring them not nigh their mother angrv-souh d.
For late I saw her gl.ire, as glares a bull.

Oil these, as 'twere for misehitf; nor her wrath,
I know, shall ee.ise, until its lightning strike.

To foes may she work ill, and not to friends '

MEOKA {Jh'IiuuI the scenes)

O hapless I ! O miseries heaped on mine head I

Ah me ! ah me ! would (Jod I were dead !

NURSE
Lo, darlings, the thing that I told you .'

Lo the heart of your mother astir !

And astir is her anger: withhold vou 100

From her sight, come not nigh unto her.
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MHAEIA

firjS^ TrpoaeXdijT, aWa (^vXdaaead

liypiov ))do<i (XTvyepdv re (pvatv

<f>p€Vo<i avddhov^.

Xt€ vvv ycopeW^ co? rd\^o<; eicroi.

hrjXov 8' dp)(^P)<i i^aipofievov

ve(})0<i oifiQ)yi]<; o)? rd^ dvdyp-ec

fiel^OVt, dvflQ}' Tt TTOT €pyd(T€Tai

/j.eya\6a7r\ay)(yo'i SucrKardTrauaTO^

110 "^^xh ^^X^cio'ct KaKolaiv ;

MHAEIA
alal,

eiraOov rXd/xtov tiradov fieydXcov

a^C 6hupp.wv' 0) fcardpaTOt

TratSe? oXoiaOe (TTvy€pd<; p.aTpo^

avv TTUTpL, KOL 7rd<; S6f.io<; eppoi.

TP0<J>02

id) jxoi fXOl, lui T\l]p.Q}V.

Tt Se croi iralSa irarpo^ dfiirXaKfaf:

fiCTi^ovai ; Tt rovaS' t;^^e/9 ; o't'fxoi,

reKva, firj Tt TrdOijO^ d)<i virepaXyCo.

heiva Tvpdvvcov Xtjfxara Kai tto)^

120 oXiy up)(6/i€V0i, TToWd KparovvTe^;,

^aXeTTO)'* 0/37019 p.€Ta^dWovatv.

TO yap eWiadat ^i)v eV taoiaiv

Kpelaaov ifiol yovv, el fxi] /leydXco^f

6^vpa)<i y ecTj /caTaytjpdaKeiv.
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MEDEA

Haste, get you within : O beware ye
Of the thoughts as a wikl-heast bmnd.

Of the nature too ruthless to spare ye
In its desj)erate mood.

Pass ye within now, departing
With all sjjced. It is plain to discern

How a cloud of lanicntini;, upstarting

From its viewless beginnings, shall bum
In lightnings of fury yet fiercer.

What deeds shall be dared of that soul,

So haughty, when wrong's goads pierce her.

So hard to control .•* 110

[Exeinil CHILDREN trilfi ouAuniw.

MF.DEA (behind the scnics)

\\'(>c\ I have suffered, have suffered foul wrongs that

may waken, may waken
Mighty lamentings full well ! O vc children

accursed from the womb,
Hence to destruction, ye brood of a loathed one for-

saken, forsaken ! [blackness of doom I

Hence with your father, and perish our home in the

NURSE
Ah me, in ih.c father's offences

What ]iart have the babes, that thine hate
Should blast them?—furlorn innocences,

I low sorely I fear for your fate !

How terrible princes' moods are I

—

Long ruling, unschooled to obev,

—

120

Unforgiving, unsleeping their feuds are

:

Better life's level way.

Be it mine, if in greatness I may not.

In quiet and peace to grow old.
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MHAEIA

rayv yap fierpicov TrpcoTa pkv elirelv

rovvofxa viku, ')(pi]aOai, re fiaKptp

XwcTTa ^poTolcriv' ra 5' virep^dWovr*

ovBeva Katpov BvvaTai Ovi]toi<;'

fiei^ovi 5' aTa<;, orav opyiuOfj

130 Baificov, o\'koi<; afrkhwKev.

X0P02

€k\vov (pfoi'di', €k\vov Be /3oav

Ta<? Bvcrrdvov

Ko\;^i5o9, ovSe ttw T/Trto?* aXXd, yepaid,

Xe^ov €77 dfuf)nru\ov yap ecro) fieXdOpov yoov

€k\vov'

ovBe <Tvvt)Bofiai, w yvvai, dXyeai 8(OfjxiT0<i,

cirei fioi (ptXoi' KeKpavrai.

TPO<I>02

ovK eicrl Bofiof <PpovSa Ta6' yBrj.

140 TOP fxev yap e^^i XeKTpa rvpdvvcov,

1]
8' iv daXdp.01^ ri'jKei ^lordv

BedTTOiva, <})lX(ov ovBevo's ovBev

TrapaOaXirop-evr] <j>p€va p.vOoi<;.

MHAEIA
aiai,

Bid fiov K€<f>aXa<; (f>Xo^ ovpavla

^airj- Tt Be fiot ^ijv en K€pBo<i ;

(pev <f>ev- Oavdrcp KaraXvcraip-av

^lorav (TTuyepav irpoXnrovaa.
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MEDEA

Sweeter name than "Tlie Moan" sliall ye say not,

And to taste it is sweetness untold.

But to men never weal above nuasure
Availed : on its perilous height

The (iods in their hour of displeasure

The heavier smite. 130

Enter ( iioRUS of Corinthian Ladies.

CHours
I have hearkened the voice of the daughter of Colchis,

the sound of the cryinj;

Of the misery-stricken ; nor yet is she stilled. Now
the tale'of her tell,

Grey woman ; for moaned through the porch from
her chamber the wail of her sighing ;

And I cannot, I cannot be glad while the home in

affliction is lying.

The house I have loved so well.

NIRSE
Home?—home there is none: it hath vanished

away :

I'or iiiv lord to a bride of the princes is tlirall ; HO
And mv lady is pining the livelong d.iy [sav

111 her bower, and for naught that her friends' lips

On her heart may the dews of comfort fall.

MKDEA {l)chind the scenes)

Would God that the flame of the lightning from
heaven descending, descending,

Might burn througii mine head I—for in living

wherein aiiv more is my gain ?

.'Mas and alas! Would God I might bring to ai;

ending, an ending,

The life that I loathe, and behind me might cast

all its burden of pain I

295



MHAEIA

XOP02

(M€9. w Zev KoX yd Kal <f)(b<;, dip.

a')(av o'iav a hvaTavo<:

150 fiiXTret vvfjL(f)a ;

Ti9 (TOL TTore Ta<f (iTrXoTOV

KniTa<; epo?, w ^a~aia,

(TTTevaei davuTOV reXevrav ;

fiTjoev ToSe Xiaaov.

€1 6e (TO? 7rO(Tt9

Kaiva X^xv cre^i^et,

Kiiv(p rohc fiT) yapdaaov

'/.(v<i an. rdSe <tvvBiki]<T€i. jxr} Xlav

Ti'iKOv Svpofieva aov evvdrav.

MHAEIA

160 CO peydXa He'^f Kol 7r6ri'i"'Apr€fU,

Xevacred a Tracr^^w, p.€ydXoi^ opKOi<f

ivBrjaafi^va top Kardparov

iroaiv ; ov iror iyo) vvp^av t ^cridoifi

ai'TOi? ^XdOpoi<; SiaKvaiOfi€vov<;,

oi'y €fik irpoadev roXfiuxr dSiKecv.

(!) TTc'nep, 0) 7roXi<;, lov direvacrOi^v

aia^pwf; rov ipLov Kreivaaa Kacnv,

TPO<I>02

kXvcO^ ola Xeyei Kdm^odTai

Hep.iv evKraiav ZTjvd 0\ 09 opKcov

170 6iniTol<i Tapj.a<; v€iop.icnai ;
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MKDRA

CHORUS

O Zeus, Earth, Light, did ye hear her, (Sir.)

Huw wailctli the woe-laden breath

Of tlie bride in unhappitst |>b;;ht?

What vearniiig for vanished delight, l.W

O piission-distraught, should have might
To eause tliee to wish death nearer

—

The ending of all things, death ?

Make thou not for tliis supplieation !

If thine husband hath tiinied and adored
New love, that estrangrd he is,

O harrow thv soul not for this:

It is Zeus that shall ri;:Iit thee, I wis.

Ah, pine not in over-vexation

Of spirit, bewailing thy lord !

MKOKA {behind the scenes)

O l-idy of Justice, O Artemis' Majesty, sec it, O see 160

it

—

[lasting who tied

lAK)k on the wrongs that I suffer, by oaths ever-

Tlie soul of mine husband, that ne'er from the eurse

he might free it, nor free it

From your vengeance! O may I behold him at

last, even him and his bride,

Them, and these halls therewithal, all shattered in

ruin, in ruin I

—

[despit*- !

Wretclies, who dare unprovoked to do to Medea
O father, O city, whom erst I forsook, for undoing,

undoing.

And for shame, when the blood of my brother I

spilt on the path of my flight I

NcnsK

Do ye hear what she saith, and uplitteth her cry

Unto Themis and Zeus, to the Supjiliant's King,

Oath-steward of men that be bom but to die ? 170
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OVK eCTTlV OTTW? eV TlVl /XlKpW

Bicnroti'a ^piXov KaTarravcei.

X0P02

TTW? av e? oyjriv tciv a/j^repav

eXdoi fivOcov T avhadevTWv

he^aiT ofupdv,

€1 TTO)? ^apvOvfiov opyav

Kal Xfj/jia (f)p€V(t)v p-eOeii],

pu'lTOL TO 7' ifJLOV TrpodvfJLOP

(f)L\oi(Tiv airecTTU).

180 aWn ^ucrci viv

Bevpo TTopevaov oIkwv

€^(o, (})L\a Kal Ta6' avSa'

airevcrov irpiv rt KUKoxrai toi/? €iaa>*

nrivOo^ yap fi€y(i\Q)<; roS oppMrai.

TP0+02

Bpuao) TuB • cirap (po/So^ ei Treiaco

hcairoivav cfiijv

fl6j(0oU Be y^upiV T7]vB iTTlBciXTO).

fcalroi TOK(iBo<i Bepyfia XfaiVr;?

arroravpovTat BfiaxxLv, OTav ri<;

fivdov 7rpo(f)ep(i)v ireXa^i opfirjOfj.

190 (T/caiov<; Be Xeycov KOvBev ri (TO<f>ov<:

TOi"? TTpoaOe ^poTov^ OVK av ap.(iproi<i,

oiTive<; v/xvov<; eVt fiev Oa\iai<i

iiTL r €iXa7rLvai<; Kal irapa BeiTrvoi<i

rjvpovro fSlov Tep7rva<; ukock;'
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MEDEA

O my lady will lay not her aufjcr by
Sooiij making her vengeance a little thing.

CHOHUS
(Aul.)

If she would but come forth where we wait her,

If she would but give ear to the sound
Of our speech, that her spirit would karn
From its fierceness of anger to turn.

And her lust for revenge not burn !

O ne'er may my love jtrove traitor,

Never false to my friends be it found !

But go thou, and forth of the dwelling 180

Thy mistress hitherward lead :

Sav to her tliat friends b«- we all.

O hasten, ere mischief Ixfall

The lords of the palace-hall ;

For her grief, like a tempest upswclling.

Resistless sliall ruin-ward speed.

NCnsE

I will do it : but almost my spirit despaircth

To win her : yet labour of love shall it be.

Hut my queen on her thralls as a mad bull glaretli,

Or a lioness couched mid her whelps, whoso d.ireth

With speech to draw mar her, so tameless is she.

He should err not, who named the old singers in

singing 190
Not cunning, but left-handed bards, for their lays

Did they frame for the mirth-tide, the festfil in-

bringing

Of the wine, and the feast, when the harp-strings are

ringing

To sweeten with melody life's sweet days.
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MHAEIA

<TTvyiov<; Be ^por&v ovSeh XirTra?

r]vp€TO fMOvcrrj koI iroXv^SpSoi^

ft)Sat9 iravsLv, ef wv Odvaroi

heivai re Ty%at cr^aXkovcri, So/xov^.

KairoL rdhe fiev Kep8o<; aKelaOai

200 fioXiraicn ^poTOv<;' iva S' evSenrvoi

BacTe<i, Tt fidrijv Teivovai /So/jv

;

TO Trapov yap e%et rep-yjnv «^' avrov

SaiTO^ 7r\i]pco/j.a ^poTolcnv.

X0P02

ia')(av oLLOv iTo\vaTOvov <y6o>v,

Xiyvpa S' d')(€a pboyepd j3oa

rov ev \e)(€L jrpoSoTav KaKovvixt^ov

OeoKKvTei 6' dSiKa iradovaa

rdv Zavo<i opKiav Sificv,

a viv e^aaev

210 'EXXaS' €9 dvTLiTopov

St d\a vv')(^iov e</)' a\,/j,vpav

TTovrov /cX^S' dnrepavTOv.

MHAEIA

KopivOiac yvvalKe<i, i^rj\6ov S6/xa>v,

fjii] fiot, re fxejjiyjrTjcrd^' oiSa yap 7roXXou9 /Sporwv

cre/jLVOv<; yeywraf;, tou? /xev o/xfidrcov aTto,

Tov<; S' ev dupaiOL^' ol S' a0' i]av')(pv 7ro8o<;

Bva/cXeiav eKTrjaavTO koI pqBvfiiav.

SiKT] yap ovK eveariv 6<pda\fiol<i ^por&v,

220 ocrrt<; irpiv dvSpo<; cnrKdy)(yov eKfiadelv aatpcos

arvyel 8e8opKco<i, ovSkv '^ScKijfievo'i.
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MEDEA

But the dread doom of mortals^ the anguish heart-

rending

—

[peace,

Never minstrel by music hath breatlied on them
Nor by song with his harp-notes in harmony blending

;

Albeit thereof comcth death's dark ending
Unto many a home that is wrecked by these.

And yet were it surely a boon to bring healing

Of sorrow to mortals with song ; but in vain 200

Mid the fulness of feasting ring voices clear-pealing.

And the banquet itself hath a glamour, concealing

From mortals their doom, flinging spells over pain.

[Exit NURSE.

CHORUS

I have heard it, the sigh-laden cry of tlic daughter

Of Colchis, the woe-shrilling anguish of wailing

For the traitor to love who with false vows caught

her [assailing

Who in strength of her wrongs chidetli Heaven,
The Oath-queen of Zeus, who with cords all-pre-

vailing [water.

Forth haled her, and brought her o'er star-litten 210

Where the brine-mists hover o'er Pontus' Key,
Unto Hellas far over the boundless sea.

Kilter MEDEA.

MEDEA
Corinthian daiues, 1 have come forth my doors

Lest ye coridenni me. Many I know arc held

Mis-proud—some, since they shrink from public gaze;

Some, from their bearing to their fellow-men

;

Some quiet lives for indolence are defamed

;

For justice dwells not in the eyes of man,
Wlio, ere he hath discerned his neighbour's heart, 220

Hates him at sight, albeit nowise wronged.

301



MHAEIA

')(^prj 8e ^€vov fiev Kupra Trpoaxt^P^tv TroXer

ovS' acTTov jjvea oaTi<; avOdhi)^ Yeyoj?

TTiKpo^ •jToXLTai'i iaiXv apaOtaf; viro.

€fiol S' aeXTTTOv Trpaypu Trpocnrecrov ToSe

\^v)(i)v 8i€<f>0apK- oixopat 8e kuI ^iov

X'dp^v fxeOeicra KarOavelv XPV^(^> ^^^ct^-

iv (p yap Tjv /mol irdvja yiyvooaKeiv Ka\(o<;,

KdKi(Tjo<i uvhpSiV eK^e/Srj'x ovpo<i iroai'i.

irdinwv S' ocr' ecrr ep.-^vxO' nal yv(t)p.i]v e;^ef

yvvalKe<i eap.ev udXid)TaTov (f)VT6v'

as TrpcoTa p.kv Bel Xpi]pdTCt)V inrepfioXfj

troaiv TrpiaaOai SeairoTTjv re (TU)paTo<;

Xa^elv KaKOv yap tovto y aXyiov KaKov
Kuv Tw8' dyuiv fi€yi(TTO'i, rj kukov Xa^elv

V XP^J^'^^'^' °^ y^P CL'AcXeet? uTraXXayal
yvvai^LV, ovB' olov r dv)')vaadai iroaiv.

ei9 Kaivd 8' i]di] Kol vopovs d<piyp€vi]v

Bel fidpTiv elvat, p.7] paOovcrav oXKoOev,

0T6) fidXicTTa xprjcrerai cruvevveTTj.

Kav fiev rdS" I'j/xlv eKirovovpevaiaiv ev

TToai'i ^vpoLKT] p.}) /Bia (bepcov ^vyov,

^r/XcoTo? alcov el Be pi), Oaveip XP^^^-
dvfjp B\ orav toIs evBov cixOt^rai ^vvcov,

e^o) p,oXa}v eirauae KapBiav daij'i,

7] 77/909 (f)LXov Tiv i) TT/oo? ifKiKa jpairei^i'

I'lplv 8' dvdyKrj Trpos plav "^vxh^ ^Xeireiv.

Xeyovai 8' i]pu<; o)? uklvBvvov ^lov

^(opev KUT oiKOVf, 01 Be pdpuavrai Bopi'

KaK(o<; (f)povovi'Te'i' o)? rpt? dv Trap dairiBa

arrival BeXoip! dv p,dXXov rj rcKecv dira^.
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MEDEA

A stranger must conform to the city's wont

;

\or citizens uncondeiuncd may Hunt tlicir fellows.

Like mannerless churls, a law unto themselves.

But me—the blow ye wot of suddenly fell

Soul-shattering. 'Tis my ruin : I have lost

All grace of life : I long to die, O friends.

He, to know whom well was mine all in all.

My lord, of all men basest hath l)econic !

Surely, of creatures that have life and wit, 290
We women are of all unhappiest,

Who, first, must buy, as buys the highest bidder,

A husband—nay, we do but win for our lives

A master ! Deeper depth of wrong is this.

Here too is dire risk—will the lord we gain
Be evil or good ? Divorce ?

—
'tis infamy

To us : we may not even reject a suitor !
^

Then, coming to new customs, habits new,
One need be a seer, to know the thing unlearnt

At home, what manner of man her mate shall be. 240

And //' we learn our lesson, ij our lord

Dwell with us, plunging not against the yoke,
Ha])py our lot is ; else—no help but death.

For the man, when the home-yoke galls his neck,
Cioes forth, to ease a weary sickened heart

By turning to some friend, some kindnd soul

:

We to one heart alone can look for comfort.

But we, say they, live an unperilled life

At home, while they do battle with the spear

—

Unreasoning fools ! Thrice would 1 under shield 250

Stand, rather than bear childbirth-peril once.

^ A Greek girl's husband was chosen for her by her
parents.



MHAEIA

aXX' oi) yap avT6<; 7rpo<? o"e ku/j. j]K€l Xoyof;'

<rol fi€V TToXf? yap ecrrt Kal irarpo^ B6/xoi

^iov T 6in]ai<; Kal (piXoiv avvovaia,

eyu> 8' €pi]p.o<i aTToXt? ova v^pii^ofxaL

irpo^ avhp6<i, CK yt}^ /3ap/3dpov XeXTjafievi],

ov pLijTep , ovK aheX^ov, ov\l avyyevTj

fie^opfiiaacrdac rfjao t)(ova-a (Tvpxf>opd<i.

roaoOrov ovv aov Tvyxuv€{v ^ovXyjaofiai,

260 ijv fioL 7r6po<; ri<i /j.i]^av}] r i^evpeOj}

vocTLV Slktjv Tcovh' avTLTiaadOaL kukcov

[tov Bovra t avr^ duyarep i] r iy^fiaTO^,

aiydv. yuvj} yap TaXXa /xev (f)o^ov TrXea,

KUKT] 8' €9 uXkijv Kal ai8}]pov elaopdv-

orav 8' 69 €vvt]v i^BiKijp.evt] Kvpfj,

OVK e<TTiv aXXi] (f)pi]v fxiai^ovcoTepa.

X0P02
hpdau) rdB^' ivBiKcof yap eKriaeL iroa-iv,

M?/8e/a. irevdelv 8' ov ere Oav/xd^co Tv^a<i.

opo) Be Kal Kpeovra rijcrB' ovaKra yP]<;

270 crreixov-a, Kaivoiv dyyeXov ^ovXevfuiTcov.

KPEHN
ae T}]v crKvOpeoTTov Kal iroaeL dvfiov/xivijv,

^iijBetav, eiTTOv rfjcrBe 7//9 e^o) Trepup

(pvydBa, XajBovcrav Biaad aiiv aavT^ reKva,

Kal pi] Ti p-eXXeiv to9 eyco ^pa/3ev^ Xoyov
rovB' eipi, KOVK direip-i 7r/309 B6pou<: irdXiv,

irplv dv ae yaia<; reppovcov e^co ^dXco.

MHAEIA
aial' TravcoXi]'^ i) raXaiv diroXXvp-ai.

i^Opol yap i^idac irdvra Bi/ KdXcov,

KOVK eariv aT>/9 €V7rp6aocaTO<; €K/3aai<;.
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MEDEA

But ah, thy story is not one with mine

!

riiine is this city, tliine a father's lionie,

I'hine bliss of life and fellowsliip of friends
;

But I, lone, cityless, and outraged thus

Of him who kidnaj^pcd me from foreign shores,

Mother nor brother have I, kinsman none.

For port of refuge fmin calamitv.

Wherefore I fain would \\\n ot thee this boon :
—

If any path be found me, or device, 260

Whereby to avenge these wrongs upon mine hus-

band.

On her who weds, on him who gives the bride,

Keep silence. Woman quails at everv peril.

Taint-heart to face the fray and look on steel
;

But when in wedlock-rights she suffers wrong,

No spirit more bloodtliirsty shall he found.

CHORUS
This will I ; for 'tis just that thou, Medea,
Recpiite thy lord : no marvel thou dost grieve.

But I see Creon, ruler of this land.

Advancing, herald of some new decree. 270

Killer ciiEoN.

CIIEON

Black-lowering woman, wroth against thy lord,

Medea, forth this land I bid thee fare

An exile, taking thy two sons with thee
;

And make no tarrying : daysman of this cause

Am I, and homeward go I not again

Ere from the land's bounds I have cast thee forth.

MEDKA
Ah me ! undone am I in utter ruin !

My foes crowd sail pursuing : landing-place

Is none from surges of calamity.
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MHAEIA

280 iprjaofiai 8e Kot KUKOi^; Trda^ova o/iw?,

rivo'i yu-' exari yrj<; aTroariXXei^;, Kpiov

;

KPEfiN

SeBoiKo. a, ovSev Set '7Tapafnre)(6Lv \6yov<;,

fjbi] fjLOL Ti Spdar)^ iratS' dvrjKecTTOV kukov.

crvfi^aXXeTac Be TroWd rovSe SeLfiaTOs'

aocprj TrecpvKWi Kol KaKOiV ttoWcov tBpi<i,

Xvirec 8e XeKrpcov dvSpo<i eaTeprj/xevT].

kXvco S" direikelv a , co9 aTrayyeWovcri, jxol,

Tov Sovra koI yrjixavra Kol <ya/jL0vp,ev7]v

Bpdcreiv ti. ravr ovv irpiv Tradelv (f}v\d^op,at.

290 Kpelaaov Be /xoi vvv Trpo? cr' d'weydkadai, yvvai,

r\ puoKdaKiadevB' vcrrepov /xeTacxTeveiv.

MHAEIA

<f>€V (f)€U'

ov VVV /me irpoiTOV, dXKa Tr6WdKL<i, K.peov,

e^Xayjre Bo^a p,eyd\a r el'pyaarai KUKd.

-X^prj
8' oinrod^ oo-Ti9 dpricppcov iret^vK dvrjp

7ralBa<; Trepicraw'i eKBiBdaKeadai cro(j)Ov^'

X(tip\<i yap dWr]^ rj^ e')(Ovaiv dpyia^

(pdovov 7rpb<; darcov dXcpdvovai Bvapjevi).

CKaiolcTL fiev yap Kaivd irpoac^epav <TO(j)d

Bo^ea dxpelo<i Kov cTO(j)b<i ire^vKevai'

300 Twi' S' av BoKovvTcov eiBevai rt ttolkIXov

KpeLcrcrcov vo/xiadel<; \v7rpo<i ev iroXet, (pavel.

iyo) Be KavTt] rr/aBe koivwvw Tvyrj<;.

cro(f)Tj yap ovcra, rot? fiev elfx e7n(j)dovo<i,

T049 B' rjavxciCcL, TOC<i Be darepov rpoTTOV,

TOi? 5' av Trpoadvrr)^' elfil B' ovk dyav ao<p^.

(7v S' av <po/3ec
fj,€' fii] ti 7r\rifMfieXe<; 7rdOi]<; ;

ovx wS' €^€1 fJ'Ot
—

fxr] Tpear]<; ij/id^i, K.peov—
coar eh Tvpdvvov<i dvBpa<i i^a/jiaprdveiv.
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MEDEA

Yet, howso wrongedj one question will I ask

—

280

For what cause, Creon, dost thou banish me ?

CREON
I fear thee—need is none to cloak my words

—

Lest thou wreak cureless vengeance on my child.

And to this dread do many things conspire :

Wise art thou, cunning in much evil lore
;

Chafed art thou, of thine husband's couch bereft

:

I hear thou threatenest, so they bring me word,
To wreak on sire, on bi'idegroom, and on bride

Mischief. I guard mine head ere falls the blow.

Better be hated, woman, now of thee, 290

Than once relent, and sorely groan too late.

MEDEA
Not now first, Creon,—many a time ere now
Rumour hath wronged and AVTought me grievous

harm.
Ne'er should the man whose heart is sound of

wit

Let teach his sons more wisdom than the herd.

They ai'e burdened with unprofitable lore.

And spite and envy of other folk they eai'n.

For, if thou bring strange wisdom unto dullards.

Useless shalt thou be counted, and not wise :

And, if thy fame outshine those heretofore 300

Held wise, thou shalt be odious in men's eyes.

Myself too in this fortune am partaker.

Of some my Avisdom wins me jealousy.

Some count me spiritless ; outlandish some
;

Unsocial some. Yet no deep lore is mine.

And thou, thou fear'st me, lest I work thee
harm.

Not such am I—O Creon, dread not me

—

That against princes I should dare transgress.

X 2



MHAEIA

t/ <^ap (TV jjb i)hiKi]Ka<i ; i^eSov KoprjV

310 OTco ae 0Ufio<; rjyev. cOOC ifiov irocriv

fjLiaco' au 8\ olfiai, acxx^povcav tBpa<; rdBe.

Kal vvv TO fxev aov ov ^Oovoi koXm^ ^X^"^-

vvfji(f)ev€T\ ev irpdaaone' njvSe Be ^dova
eare p, oiKelv Kal yap )]BiKi]pevot

atytjaop^ada, Kpeicraovcov viKoyp^voi.

KPE.ON

\eyei<; uKovaai puiXOiiK , dX)C etcrco ^pevcov

oppcoBla pu)L pLT) Ti (3ov\evr]<; kukov,

TocTfp Bi y yaaov )) Trdpo'i Treiroidd aoi*

yvvif yap o^v9vpo<;, (09 5 avTU>^ dvi]p,

320 pacov <^v\d(Taeiv rj aio)7ri]\o<i (T0(f)6<i.

dX)C t^^iO^ &)9 Ta^ACTTa, p,T} \6yov<i Xeye'

ct)9 ravT dpape, kovk e;^ef9 Te^^V^ dirw^

fjL€V€i<i Trap Tjfuv ovaa Bvap^vt]^ e/xoL.

MHAEIA

pi'i, 7rp6<; ae yovdrcov rij^ re veoydp,ov K6pi)<i.

KPEAN
X070U9 dva\ol<;' ov yap av ireidai^i Trori.

MHAEIA
aW' e^€\a<; p,e KovSev alBeaei XiTa9 ;

KPE^M
(filXco yap ov ae p^dWov rj B6p,ov<i ipx}v^.

MHAEIA
w Trarpi'i, aJ9 (tov Kdpra vvv pLveiav e^w.

KPEHN
ifKrjv yhp reKvcov epLotye (f)i\TaT0v iroXi^;.

MHAEIA
330 (f>€v (pev, ^porol<i epu>T€<i 6i<i Kaxov p,€ya.

KPEAN
07ra)9 dv, olp^i, Kal irapaarojaiv Tv-^ai.
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MEDEA

How hast thou wronged me ? Thou hast given thy

child

To whomso pleased thee. But— I hate mine husband ; 310

So, doubtless, this in prudence hast thou done.

Nay, but I grudge not thy prosperity.

Wed ye, and prosper. But in this your land

Still kt me dwell : for I, how wronged soe'er.

Will hold my peace, o'ermastered by the strong.

CREON
Soft words to hear I—but in thine inmost heart,

I fear, thou plottest miscliief all the while
;

And all the less I trust thee than before.

'I'he vehement-hearted woman—yea, or man

—

Is easier watched-for than the silent-cunning. 320

Nay, forth with all si)eed : plead me pleadings none
;

For this is stablishcd : no device hast thou

To bide with us, who art a foe to me.

MEDEA (clasping his Jeet)

Nay,—by thy knees, and by the bride, thy child !

CREON
Thou wastest words ; thou never shalt prevail.

MKDE.\

Wilt drive me forth, respecting naught my prayers ?

CREON

Av : mure I love not thee than mine own house.

MEDEA
My country ! O, I call thee now to mind !

CREuN

Ay, next my children, dear to me is Corinth.

BtEDEA

Alas ! to morfcils what a curse is love ! 330

CREON

Blessing or curse, I trow, as fortune falls.
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MHAEIA

MHAEIA
ZeO, fir] \d6oi ere tojvB^ 09 atrio<; KaKWv.

KPEr.M

epTT, CO fJLaraia, Kai fx cnrdWa^ov irovav.

MHAEIA
TTOvov/iev }]fi€i<; kov ttovcov Ke^py'^jieOa,

KPEnN
Taj^ i^ oirahoiv yeipo^ oyadyjcrei /3ia.

MHAEIA

fjLT) 8i]ra rovTO y, dWd a alrovp/xi, K.peov—
KPEHN

6-)(\ov 7rapi^€i<;, to? eoiKWi, Si •yvvai,.

MHAEIA

KPEnN
Tt S' av ^td^ei KOVK diraWdaaei ')(6ovo^;

MHAEIA
340 piav fi€ jxeivai ji]vK eacrov rj/xepav

Kui ^vpirepavai (ppovrlS^ 7; (f>€v^ovfi€Oa,

iraiaiv t d(f>opfxi]V to?9 efiois, eVel Trarfjp

ovSev irpoTipa fxrjx^f-vy'jaaadai t€kvoc<;.

oi/creipe 8' auTOv<;' /cat au roi iraihwv Trarrjp

7r€(f)UKa<;' efVof S' icrrlv evvoidv a e^^tv.

Tovfiov yap ov fwi ^povri^, el (fiev^ov/xeOa,

KCLvov; Se K\aico (Tv/j.(f)opa Kexpr)iievov<i,

KPEHN
rjKlCTTa TOVjlOV XfjfX €(bv TVOaVVlKOV,

alSovfi€vo<; Be ttoWcl Ci) StetpOopa'

350 fcal vvv opo) fiev i^ap,apTdvo3v, yvvai,

6pu)<i he rev^ei rovSe' Trpovvveirai Be croi,

ec a 7] ^TTioucra \afnra<; oy^erai, Oeov

Kul 77alSa<; evro'i rfjaBe repfwvcop x^ovo'i,



MEDEA

MEDEA
Zeus, Zeus, forget not him who is cause of this

'

CREON
Hence, passionate fool, and rid me of mv trouble.

MEDEA
Troubled am I ; new troubles need I none.

CREON
Soon shalt thou be by servants' hands thrust out.

MEDEA
Nay—nay—not this, O Crcon, I implore !

CREON
So, woman, thou, it seems, wilt make a coil.

MEDEA
I will flee forth :—not this the boon I crave.

CREON .

Why restive then?—why rid not Corinth of thee ?

MEDEA
Suffer me yet to tarry this one day, 34O
And somewhat for our exile to tike thought.

And find my babes a refuge, since their sire

Cares naught to make provision for his sons.

Compassionate these—a father too art thou

Of children—meet it is thou show them grace.

Not for myself I fret, if I be banished :

For them in their calamity I mourn.

CREON

My spirit least of all is tyraimous.

Many a plan have my relentings marred :

And, woman, now I know I err herein, 350

Yet shalt thou win this boon. Hut I forewarn thee.

If thee the approaching Sun-gdd's torch behold

Within this country's confines with thy sons,

3"



MHAEIA

9avet. XeXeKTUC fivOo<; a^p^vBT)<; oSe.

vvv B\ el ixeveiv 8el, juifiv* i<f> rjfjLepav fxiav

ov yap Tt 8pdcrei<; Beivov o)v t^o^o^ fi i')(ei.

X0P03
Svarave yvvai,

<f>€v <p€v, fieXea roiv crcov a^^f^v.

TTOt 7roT€ rpeyjrec ; riva irpo^eviav

•^60 7*; Bofiop rj ^ddva crwTrjpa kukuv
i^evprjcrei^ ;

CO? 619 diropov <T€ KXvBcova Oeo^,

M.->]8€ia, KUKUiV eTTopevae.

MHAEIA
KaK(b<; ireirpaKTaL TravTaxfj' Tt9 avrepel

;

dW ovTi ravrij ravra, pi] BoKelre ttq).

er €i(T «7(wr69 to?9 vecoarl pvp(f)Loi<;,

Koi TOiai KTjBevaacnv ov afiiKpol irovoi.

BoKei<; yap dv [xe TovBe Oayirevcai ttotc,

el p)j Tt KcpBaivovaav rj re'y^i'ropivrjv ;

370 ovB dv Trpoaelirov ovB^ dv i)-^dp,^iv yepotv.

6 B els TOcrovTov pcDplw; dcpiKeTO,

oicn e^ov avrw Tap! eXelv (BovXevpura
yi]<; efc^aXovTi, ti'jvS' d<f)i'jKev rjpepav

pelvai p , ev T) rpet-i tcov ep,oiv e-)(6pwv veKpov<t

dt'jaco, irarepa re Ka\ Koprjv iroaiv r epov.

TToXXa? 8' exovcra Oavacripov; avToi<; 6Bov<i,

ovK olB oiroia TrpcoTov ey^eipoj, (fiiXai,

TTorepov v(f>dy{r(i) Bcapa vupxpiKov TTvpi,

7) OrjKTov (ocrco (f)dayavov Bi* T)7raT0<;,

.'iSO o"'7^ B6pov<i ela/Sda iv earpwrai Xe^o^.
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MEDEA

Thou diest :—the word is said that shall not lie.

Now, if remain thou must, remain one day

—

Too short for thee to do the deeds I dread. [Earil.

cMonus

O hapless thou !

Woe's me for thy misery, woe for the trouble and
anguish that meet thee !

Whitherward wilt thou turn thee ?—what welcoming
hand mid the strancfers shall greet thee ?

What home or what l.md to receive thee, deliver-

ance from evils to f^ive thee, 360

Wilt thou fHid for thee now ?

How mid surge of despair to o'erwlulm thee in ruin

God's hand on thine helm
Hath steered, O Medea, thy prow!

MKOEA
Wronged—wronged by God and man ! Who shall

gainsay ?

15ut is it mere desjwiir ?—deem not so yet.

Bridegroom and bride grim wrestlings yet await

;

Nor troubles light abide these marriage-makers.

Dost think that I had cringed to yon man ever,

Except to gain some gain, or work some wile ?

Nor word nor touch of liand had I vouchsafed him ! 370

But to such height of folly hath he come,

That, when he might forestall mine every plot

By banishment, this day of grace he grants me
To stiiy, wherein three foes will I lay dead.

The father, and the daughter, and mine liusband.

And, having for them majiy paths of death.

Which first to take in hand I know not, friends

—

To fire yon palace midst their marriage-feast.

Or to steal softly to their bridal-bower, [knife.

And through their two hearts thrust the whp:tted 380
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MHAEIA

rI\X' ^v Tt yLtot 7rp6(Tavr€<i' el \'q(^9rjaofUii

86fiou<; virep^aivovcra xal rexvuifievri,

6avovaa drj(Tw Tot9 e'/xot? i^dpol^i 'yeKwv.

KpdriaTa rrjv evdeiav, y 7re(f)u/cafj,ev

(TO(f)al fidTucrra, (j)ap/xdKOi<; avrov<; eXelv.

elev

/cai Srj reOvacTi' ri'^ fxe Si^erat TroXt? ;

Ti9 yrjv aavXov Kal 86/xov^ e\eyyvov<i

^evos 7rapaa')(jchv pvaerai rov/xov Se/xa? ;

ovK ear I. fxeivaa ovv €ti apuKpov \p6vov,

390 r)v p.ev ri<; yjfxiv 7rvpyo<; dcr(f)aXi]<; (f)avfj,

BoXoi fieTCifii rovBe /cal ar/f} (povov

))v S' i^eXavvT) ^v/j.(popd fi d/xij^civo^,

avTT] ^i<f>o<; 7ui/3ov(Ta, kcI /leWco davetv,

KTevo) <T<f)€, ToX/xrjf; B elfii irpo^ to Kaprepov.

ov yap fm TT)v BecTTTOivav rjv iyo) ae^co

jxaKicna irdvTfov kuI ^vvepyov eiXopi-qv,

'FjKdTJjv /j,v)(^oi<; vaiovcrav €(TTia<; €p.fj<;,

y^aipcov Ti<i avTon> rov/iov dXyvvd K^ap.

iTiKpov^ S eyd) a(f)iv Kal \vypov<; Oyjaoo ydp.ov<i,

400 TTiKpov he KT]8o<; Kai (f>uya<; e'yLux? ')(dov6^.

aSX ela' (peiBov p.i]Bev 0)v eiricTTaaai,

M?/^em, j3ov\evovaa Ka\ Te\vo)p.einy

epir el<; to Beivov vvv dywv evyjruxici<;.

opa<; a 7rdayeL<; ; ov yeXcoTa Bel a 6<p\elv

Tol<i '^i(TV(f)eioi<i TOi? t' ld(TOvo<; ydp.oi<;,

yeywaav eadXov 7rarpb<; 'HXiou r ciiro.

eiricnaaai Be- tt/jo? Be Kal 7re(f)VKap,ev

yvvaiKe<;, ei? p.ev ecrdX^ dp,7]^avcoraTat,

KaKOiv Be irdvTwv TeKrove<; cro(pcoTaTai.
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MEDEA

Yet one thing bars the way— if I be found

Crossing the threshold of the house and plotting,

Die shall I mid the mocking laughter of foes.

Best the sure path, wherein my nature's cunning
Excels, by poisons to destroy tliem—yea.

Now, grant them dead : what city will receive

me,
What host vouchsafe a land of refuge, home
Secure, and from the avenger shield my life ?

There is none. Tarrying then a little space,

I f any tower of safety shall appear, 390

Tiiese deaths by guile and silence will I compass ;

But if misfortune drive me desperate forth,

Myself will grip the sword,—yea, thi>ugh I die

—

Aud slay, and dare the strong hand's reckless

deed.

Ah, by the Queen of Night, whom I revere

Above all, and for fellow-worker chose,

Ilecate, dweller by mine hearth's dark shrine.

None, none shall vex my soul, and rue it not.

15itter and woeful bridal will I give them,

Bitter troth-plight and banishing of me. 400

Up then !—spare naught of all thy sorcery-lore,

Medea, of thy plotting and contriving
;

On to the dread deed ! Now is need of daring.

Look on thy wrongs : thou must not make derision

For sons of Sisyphus, for Jason's bride,

—

Thou, sprung from royal father, from the Sun !

Thou know'st the means. I prove me woman
indeed

!

Men say we are most helpless for all good.

But of dark deeds most cunning fashioners.
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MHAEIA

X0P02

apo) TTOTafKov lepoiv ywpovai Trwyai, arp. a

Kol hiKa Kot Trdvra ttoKiv arpi^eTai.

dvSpdcri fiev SoXiac /SovXai, Oewv S'

ovKeTi TTLari^ dpape.

Tciv S' ifxav evKXetav e-)(€i,v ^lorkv

crrpiylrovai <pd/xai'

€p-)(erat ri^ia yuvaiKeico yivei'

ovkIti BvcrKi\aBo<i <})dfia yvvaTKa<; ^^ei.

dvT. a

fiovcrai Se iraXai^eviwv Xi^^ova doihav

rav ifiav vfiveuaai uTnaroavvav.

ov yap iv dpLerepa 'yvco/xa \vpa^

wiracre dea-jriv doiBdv

<t>ot/9o9, uy7]T(op fieXicov eVei dvT-

d\ri(T av Vfivov

upaevcov yevva' pxiKpo^ 8' aloiv e;^et

TToWa fj.€v dfieripav dvBpcov re jxolpav eltTelv.

arp. /9'

av 8' etc fxev o"ko)v irarpvwv enrKevaa^

fiaivofiiva Kpahia, 8iBvfxa<i opidaaa irovrov

7reT/oa9* cTrt 6e ^efft

valeL<i x^ovi, TO? dvuvSpov

Ko'na<i oXicraaa XeKrpov,

rdXaiva, <})vya<i Be %ft)/)a9

aTf/zo<? iXavvei.
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MEDEA

CHORUS
(Sir. I.)

Upward and back to their fountains the sacred rivers

are stealing ;
[confusion :

Justice is turned to injustice, the order of old to 410

Tlie thoughts of the hearts of men are treachery

wholly, and, reeling [become a delusion.

From its ancient foundations, the faith of the Gods is

Everywhere change !—even me men's voices hence-

forth shall honour
;

My life shall be sunlit with glory ; for woman the

old-time story [be upon her.

Is ended, the slanders hoary no more shall as chains

(Aril. 1)

And the strains of the singers of old generations for

shame shall falter, [faithlessness ever. {'20

Which sang evermore of the treason of woman, her

Alas, that our lips are not touched with the fire of

song from the altar

Of Plioebus, the Harper-king, of the inspiration-

giver ! [ringing

Else had I lifted my voice in challenge of song high-

Unto men : for the roll of the ages shall (ind for

the poet-sages [their singing.

Proud woman-themes for their pages, heroines worthv

(Sir. 2)

Hut thou from the ancient home didst .sail over

leagues of foam, [sawest dispart, 4.30

On-sped by a frenzied heart, and the sea-gates

The Twin Rocks. Now, in the land

Of the stranger, thy doom is to waken
To a widowed coucli, and forsaken

Of thy lord, and woe-overtaken,

To be cjist forth shamed and banned.
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MHAEIA

^i^UKe 8* opKwv )(^dpi<;, ovS' er alSw<; dvr. ^
'EXXaSt T<x fxeydXa fievei, aWepia 8' dpiiTTa.

aol 8' ouTe TraTpo^ Bo/ioi,

hixjrave, fieOopfxicraadai

fi6')(6a)v Trdpa, ctmv re XeKTpcov

dX\a /3acrL\€ia Kpeiaawv

Sofioiaiv eVe'cTTa.

IA2nN

ov vvv Karelhov TrpcoTov, dWa TroWdfci^,

rpay^elav opyijv &)? d/xi'j^avov kukov.

aol yap irapov ydv ri'jvBe fcai Bofiov; e^^iv

KOV(f)(o<; (f)€povcrT] Kpetaaovcov iSovXevfiara,

\6y(ov fiaraiwv e'lvcK cKTreael ')(6ov6<;.

Kd/jLol fiev ovBev wpdyfia' /ij; iraixjij irork

\eyov(T 'Idacov co9 KdKiaTo^; ear dvjjp'

a 8' eif Tvpdvvov^ iari aoi \e\eyfieva,

irdv KipBo<; I'jyov ^t]fiiov/jLei'i) <f>vyr].

Kayo) fikv del /SaaiXeaiv Oufiovfiivcov

opyd^ d<^Ti]povv Kai a e^ov\6/j,y]v fieveiv

av 6' ovK dvi€i<i ficopia^, Xeyova' del

KaKO)^ Tvpdi'vov^' Toiydp iKireaei '^dovo's.

0/10)9 he KUK TWvS OVK d'7Teipi]KiO<i (j)l\0l<i

TjKO}, TO aov he TrpoaKoirovfiepoi;, yvvai,

0)9 fjL)}T d^pyj/jLCOv avv reKVOtaiv e/CTre'cr;;?

fjii'jT evhetjf; rov ttoXX i(f)€XK€rai <f)vy})

KUKa ^vv auTJ]. Kul yap el av yue. arvyeli;,

OVK UP hvvaifiijv aol kukw'^ <^pov€lv ttotc.

MHAEIA

0) TTayKuKiaTe, tovto ydp cr' elirelv eyto

y\(oaa}) fieyiarov eiV dvavhpLav kukov,

i}\8e<i TTpof >)fid<i, yXde'i exdia70<i y€y(ti<i
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MEDEA

(Anl. 2)
DisaiHUilled is the spell of the oath : no shame for

tiie broken troth [fli^Iit hath it taen.

In Hellas the wide doth remain, but heavenward its

No home of a father hast thou 440

For thine haven when trouble-storms lower.

Usurped is thy bridal bower
Of another, in j)ride of her power.

Ill-starred, ovcrquecning thee now.

Enter jason.

JASoN

Not now first, nay, but ofttimcs have I marked
What desperate mischief is a froward spirit.

Thou miijhtest stay in Corinth, in these halls,

lit aring unfractiously thy rulers' pleasure,

Vet for wild whirling words banished thou art. 450

Me they vex not— ee<ise never, an thou wilt.

Clamouring, ''Jason is of men most base I"

But, for thy railing on thy rulers, count it

All gain, that only exile punisheth thee.

For me— I have striven long to appease the wrath

Of kings incensed : fain would I thou shouUlst stay.

Hut thou rein'st not thy folly, speaking still

Evil of dignities; art therefore banished.

Yet, for all this, not wearied of my friends.

With so much forethought come I for thee, lady, 460

That, banished with thy babes, thou lack not gold.

Nor aught beside ; for exile brings with it

Ilardshijis full many. Thougli thou hatest me.
Never can I bear malice against thee.

MKDKA
Ciiitiff of caitiffs I—blackest of reproaches

My tongue for thine unmanliness can frame—
Com'st thou to me—dost come, most hateful proved
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MHAEIA

[^60t9 T€ KafMol iravri r dvOpcoTTcov yevei ;]

ovTOi Opdao'i ToS' icTrlv ovS' evroXfiia,

470 (})[,Xov<; KaK(o<; SpcicravT ivavrlov ^iireiv,

dX)C 7; fxeyiaTT) rcov iv dvdpco7roi<; vocrcov

7raao)V, dvalBet- ev 8' iiroi'qaa'; fioXcov,

eyco T€ <ydp Xe^aaa KovcpicrO/jcro/xai

^v)(}]V KUKw^i ae, koI av XvTrijcreL kXvcov.

e« Ta)V Be irpcoTcov Trpcbrov dp^opai Xiyeiv.

iacoad a , q)9 Xaaaiv 'YLXXrjvwv oaoi

Tuvrov crvveiae^yjaav^Apy^ov a/cdcfjo^,

7r€fM(f)0evTa ravpcov irvpTrvocov iTriaraTyp

i^evyXaicn koI aTrepouvra Oavdaip-ov yvi)v

480 SpuKOvrd 0\ 0? Trdyy^pvaov dpirex^ov Sepw;

a7reipac<i eVro^e TroXvirXoKOi'i dvirvo^ wv,

Kreivacr^ dve(T)(ov dol <^do^ crcoTfjpiov.

auTT] 8e irarepa koX 8u;.iou<i irpohoxxj efiov<i

Ttjv HtjXlcjtiv et? ^IcoXkov iKOfiijv

avv aol, 7rp60vp/)<; p,dXXov rj aocpcoripa'

lleXiav T direKTeiv, oicnrep dXyiarov daveiv,

irathoiv I'TT avrou, irdvra S' i^elXov hojiov}

Koi ravd v(f) 7}ficbv, w KuKiar dvhpwv, iraOcov

TTpovZwKa^ ijpd^, Kaivd S' eKTijaco Xi^r),

490 TTa'ihwv yeycoTOiv el yap r]<j6' d'nai'i cti,

(Tvyyvfoarov yv (toc toOS' epaadrjvai Xexov<;.

opKcov Be (j)povBr] 7riari<;, 008^ eyw paOelv

el 6eov<; vopit^ei^ tou? tot ovk dp)(eiv en,

fi Kaiva KelaOai OeapC dvdpoo7roi<i ra vvv,

enreX crvvoicrdd y eh e/i' ovk ei>opKO<; cov.

(f)ev Be^td %et/3 t;9 crv ttoXV eXafi^dvov,

Kal TcopBe yovdrcov, 0)9 /j,dri]v Ke)(p(ocrped

a

' Some MSS. have (p6^ov, "I cast out all tliy (or their)

fear."
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MEDEA

To heaven, to me, to all the race of men ?

This is not dariiiij, no, nor courajrc this,

To wroiifr thy iViends, and blench not from their eyes, 470

But, of all plagues infecting men, the worst.

Even shamelessness. And yet 'tis well thou cam'st.
For I shall case the burden of mine heart

Reviling thee, and thou be galled to hear.

And with the first things first will I begin.

I saved thee : this knows every son of Greece
That stepped with thee aboard thine Argo's hull,

Thee, sent to quell the Hamc-outbreathing bulls

With yoke-bands, and to sow the tiltli of (kath.
The dragon, warder of the Fleece of (lold, 480

That sleepless kept it with his manifold coils,

I slew, and raised dclivcrancc-light for thee.

Myself forsook my father and mine home,
And to lolcos under Felion came
With thee, more zealous in thy cause than wise.

Pelias I slew by his own children's hands

—

Of all deaths worst,—and dashed their house to ruin.

Thus dealt with, basest of all men, by me.
For a new bride hast thou forsaken me.
Though I had borne thee children ! Wert thou

cliildless, 490

Not past forgiving were this marriage-craving.

But faith of oaths hath vanished. 1 know not
Whether thou deem'st the olden Gods vet rule,

Or that new laws are now ordained for men
;

For thine heart s])eaks thee unto me forsAvorn.

Out on this right hand, which thou oft wouldst
clasp,

—

These knees !—I wa.s polluted by the touch
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MHAEIA

KUKOv Trpo? av^p6<;, iXiriBcov 8' rifidprofiev.

uy , CO? (f)LX(p yap ovTi croi Koivcoao/xai,

500 SoKOvaa fiev ri 7rp6<; ye aov irpd^eiv Ka\co<; ;

o/io)? S"' ipoiTi]dei<s yap ala-)(i(iiv (pavei.

vvv TTol rpaTTCofiat ; iroTepa 7r/)o<? 7raT/)o? S6fjL0v<i,

ou? ao\ irpoSovaa xal irdrpav ci^ikohtjv ;

rj 7rpo9 raXaiva^ Tle\idSa<; ; /caXw? 7' av ovv

Bi^aivTo fi otKOi<; o)v Trarepa KareKjavov.

€)(eL yap ovtw ro2<; p.ev oiKodev <pL\oi<;

iX^P^ KadkcTTqx, ov<i he p! ovk e)(p^]v KaKco<;

Bpdv, aol %a/3tz; ^epovaa iroXeplov^ ^X^-
roiydp fie 7roX\al<i fiaxapiav EXXijviBcov

510 e07]Ka^ ui'tI Twvhe- Oavpxicnov Be ere

€X0) TToaiv Kal TTtcTTov J} rdXttiv eyci),

el (f)ev^op.ai ye yalav iK^e^rjfievT],

(piXcov ep-qpio^, crvv TeKVOi<i pMvrj p.6voi<i'

KaXov y oveiBo^ rw vecoaTL vvpuplcp,

TTTCo^ou? dXaadai 7raiBa<; ij t eacoad ere,

w ZeO, Tt Brj xpvcrov fxev 09 «iy9^7;Xo<? 77

TeKp./]pi dvOpcoTTOiaiv wTracra? aacf)}},

dvBpwv B 6r(p ypi] rov kukov Bieihevai,

ovBel^i xp-paKrr^p efiiricfiVKe acop-ari;

X0P05
520 Beivi] Ti<r opyr] xal Bvalajo^ ireXei,

OTUV (f>LXoi <f)LXoi(Tl avp.^dX(0(T epcp,

lAsnN

Bel /A , o)? eoiKe, p.y) kukov (pvvai Xeyeiv,

uXX' coare vab^ KeBvov otaKoaTp6<j)oi>

uKpoiai XaL(f>ov^ KpaaireBoi^; vireKBpap.elv

TTjV a>]V (TTo/xapyov, (o yvvai, yXcocraaXyiav.

6760 B\ eirel criiv koI Xiav 7rvpyoc<; xdpiv,

\ivTrpiv vop.i^(i) Ttj<; e'/ij;? pavKXrjpiaf

322



MEDEA

Of a base man, thus frustrate of mine hopes !

Come, as a friend will I coniniune with thie—
Vet what fair dealinjj should I hope from thee ?— 60C

Yet will I : questioned, baser shalt thou show.
Now, whither turn I ?—to my father's house.

My land?—which I betrayed, to flee with thee !

To Pelias' hapless daui^htt-rs ? tiracioubly

Their lather's slayer would they welcome home I

For thus it is—a foe am I become
To mine own house : no quarrel I had with those

With whom I have now a death-feud for thy
sake.

For all this hast thou made me passing-blest

Midst Hellas' daughtirs ! Oh. in thee have I

—

510

O wretched I !—a wondrous spouse and leal.

Since from tiie land cast forth I pass to exile

Forlorn of friends, alone with children lone.

A proud re|)n>ach for our new bridegroom this—
" In poverty his b.ibes, his saviour, wander I

"

O Zeus, ah wherefore hast tlniu given to men
Plain signs for gold which is but counterfeit.

But no assay-mark nature-graven shows
On man's form, to discern the base withal ?

CHOIIUS

.\wful and past all healing is that wrath 520

When they that once loved clash in feud of hate.

JASON

Needs must I be not ill at speech, meseems.
But, like the careful helmsman of a siiip.

With close-reefed canvas run before the gale,

Woman, of thy temjiestuous-railing tongue.

I— for thy kindness tower-high thou pilest

—

Deem Cypris saviour of my voyaging,
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MHAEIA

acoreipav elvai dewv re xdvOpcoTrcov ^oirqv.

aol 8' ecTTi fxev vov<; Xcttto?— «\X.' eiricpOovo^;

530 X0709 SieXOelv, &)9 "Epo)? cr' ijiuyKacre

Tu^ois u(f)VKTOi<; Tovjiov eKacbaai Se/ia?.

tiXX' ov/c dKpil3co<i avro Oi)(jO/j.at Xlav
OTTj] yap ovv wvrjtra^;, ov /ca/cw? t'x^i.

fi€i^co ye fiivroi t>/9 e/*'}''^ <TO}Ti)pta<i

eiX7;</)a9 37 ^eSco/ca?, o)? €70) (f)pdaco.

TrpMTOv fiev 'EXXaS' dvTi (SaplSdpov ')(6ovo<i

yalav KUTOiKei^; kuI Blktjv iiriaTaaac

vufxoi<i T€ ')(^pf)aOai fit] T7po<i l(J\vo<; ^dpiv
TraVref Be <j fjcrdoPT ovaav"l\jX\i}V€<i ao(l>7Jp,

540 Kal ou^av tax^'i' cl Be y7]<i iir ia^dTOif
opotaiv (pK€i<;, ovK dv i]v \6yo<; aeOev.

eitj 8' e/iocye fii'jT€ xP^(^o<i ev BufiOi<;

fi7]T (.)p(f)e(0'i KuWiov ufivPjaai yueXo?,

€1 fxi] 7ri(n]/.io<i 1) Tvy^rj ykvoiio jioi.

Toaaura fxev aot twv efxcov irovayv iripi

eXe^'" dfiiWav yap av 7rpovd)]Ka<i Xoycov.

a 6' ei? ydfxov<i p-oi ^a(nXiKOv<; o}V€L8icra<;,

iv TcoSe Bei^o) Trpoyra fiev cro(j)b<; yeyu><i,

eirena <Tco(f)pa}v, elra aol fieya^; t^tXo?

550 Kal Traial rot? Cfiolaiv «XX' e^ ycrv^o*}.

eVel fjLeTecTTTjv Sevp" 'IfoX/cta9 xOovos
TToXXa? i(f)eXKO)v (TVfj.<popd<i dp-rj^dvov^i,

Tt rovB dv evprjp! rjvpov evrvyeaTepov

1) iralBa yi)p.ai /3a(TiXio)<; (jivya^ yeyco<;

;

ovx> V crv Ki'L^ei, aov fxev e^f^aipcov Xe;^'09,

Kaivi]^ he vvfKf)7)'i ip,€pco 7re7rXi)yp.evo<;,

ovi> eh dfiiXXav iroXinsKvov aTrovBijv exoiv
aXt9 yap 01 yeyoiTe^ ovBe p.€p.(})Ofiar

dXX fo)9, TO p.ev p.eyi(XToi', oiKolpLev KaXcb<:
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xMEDEA

Her, and none other or of Gods or men.
Thou art subtle of >vit—nay, but uiifit-ncrous

It were to tell how Love, by stronj; compulsion 530

Of sliafts unerring, made thee save my life.

Yet take I not account too strict thereof;

I'or, in that thou didst save me, th»>u didst well.

Howbeit, more hast thou received than given

From my deliverance, as my words shall prove :

—

I'irst, then, in Hellas dwell'st thou, in tlie stead

Of land barbaric, knowest justice, learnest

To live by law without respect of force ;

And all the (Greeks have heard thy wisdom's fame.

Renown is thine ; but if on earth's far bourn 5-10

Thou dwelledst yet, thou hadst not lived in story.

Now mine be neither goUl mine halls within,

\or sweeter song be mine than Orpheus sang,

If my fair fortune be to fame unknown.

Thus far of my great labours have 1 sjMjken,

—

This challenge to debate didst thou fling down :

—

Hut, for thv railings on mv royal marri.ige,

Hirein will I show, first, that wise I was
;

Then, temperate; third, to thee the best of

friends

.\nd to my children— nav, but hear me out. 550

When I came hither from lolcos-land

\\ ith many a desperate fortune in my train,

\\ hat happier treasure-trove could I have found

Than to wed— I, an exile—with a princess?

Not—where it galls thee— loathing couch of thine_.

And for a new bride smitten with desire.

Nor eager I to multiply mine offspring :

—

Suffice these bom to me : no fault in them :

But that—this chiefly -we might live in honour,
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MHAEIA

560 KOt fif} (nravL^otfieaOa, yiyvcoaKoyv on
'Trevi]Ta (f>€vy€i tto? t<9 eKiroScov </)t\o9,

Trat^a? 8e Ope-^ai^ d^i(o<; Boficov ^/xcov,

cnreipa'i r a8€\<j)ov<; toIctiv €k aedev t€kvoi<;,

ei9 ravTo deirjv, koI ^vvapTtjaa^; yevo^,

evhaLfJLOVoirjv. aol t€ yap iraiBcov tl Bet,

ip.oi re Xvei roiai fiiWovcriv tckvoi^

TCI l^oH'T ovPicrai. fxtov /Se/SovXevpai KaKO)<;;

ovK CIV av </)ai?/9, ei ere /.u] Kvi^ot \i)(p<i.

aXX,' ei<» ToaovTov ijKcd^ Mar opOovfievr}^

570 evvfj'i yvvatKC's ttuvt e^eiv vopl^ere,

i)v S' av yev)}rai ^vp.(f)opd ti<; el-; Xe;^09,

TO, XnxTTa Kal KaWtara TroXep-icorara

riOeade. XP^l^ "p' dWodev iroOev /3poTOv<i

Trat^a? -reKvovaOai, OifKv 6' ovk elvai yevo^'

')(ovT(ii<i dv OVK yv ovBev dvOpu)Troi<; kukov.

XOP02
^Idcrov, ev fiev rovcrB^ eKocrfXTjcra'; \6yov^'

Ofiu><; 3' ep-oiye, Kel irapd yvcofirjv ipw,

8oKel<i irpoBov'i aijv aXo^ov ov BUaia Bpav.

MHAEIA
*) TToXXd TToWot? eifii Bi(i(f)opo<; ^poTcov.

580 €p.n\ yap ocrrf? dBtfco<; a)V ao(p6^ Xeyeiv

7re<pVKe, TrXetarrju l^tjfuav ocpXiaKaver

yXtixTcn} yap av)(0)v rciBiK ev TrepiajeXe'iv,

ToXp/i iravovpyetp' tan 8' ovk dyav cro(f)6<;.

C09 Kal (TV pLTj vvv eU ep! eva-)(^i']p.u)v yivrj

Xeyetv re Beiv6<;' ev yap eKTevel a eiro^;.

XPW ^> €c7rep TjaOa pi] kuko^;, ireiaavTa. pe
yapelv yupov t6vB\ dXXa pij aiyfj ipiXcov.
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MEDEA

And be not straitened,—for I know full well 660

How all friends from the poor man stand aloof,

—

And I mi<;lit nurture as beseems mine house
Our sons, and to tliese born of thee bej;et

Brethren, and, knittinj; in one family all,

Live happy days. 'I'hou, what wouldst thou of

children ?

Hut me it profits, through sons to be bom
To help the living. Have I planned so ill.-*

Not thou wouldst say it, save for jealousy's sting.

Hut ye—ye women—so unreasoning are

Tiiat, wedlock-rights untrespassed on, all's well ; 570

Hut. if once your sole ttiiure he infringed.

With the best, fainst lot are ve at tVud

.Most bitter. Would that mortals otherwise

C<juld get them l);ibes, that womankind were not,

And so no curse had lighted upon men.

CHOIlt'S

Words, Jason, words, tricked out full cuiniingly

!

Vet to me—though I speak not to thy mind —
Unjust thou seem'st, betraying thus thy wife.

MKOKA
Not as the world thinks think I oftentimes

;

Nay, to my thought, a villain's artful tongue 580

Doubles the hurt his villainy doth to him :

So sure his tongue can gloze the wrong, he grows
Reckless in sin—a mere fool's wisdom this.

Then be not thou, as touching me, fair-seeming

And craft v-tongued: one word shall overthrow thee :

Thou shouldst, wcrt thou not base, have wed this

bride

With my consent, not hid it from thy friends.
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MHAEIA

lASnN
/caA.W9 7' av, olfxai, rroS' V7n]per€i<i \6yfp,

et (701 ydfiov KUTelTTOv, i]ti<; ovBe vvv

To\/xa<; fieOeivai KapBia<i fxlyav ^oXov

MHAEIA
oi) rovTO a ely^ev, aWa ^lip^apov \exo'i

7rp6<i yP]pa<i ovk evho^ov i^e^aive (roc.

iA2nN

ev vvv t65' laOt, fit] yvvacKo^ e'lvexa

yrj^ai fx€ XeKTpa (SacriXioyv a vvv e^(o,

aW\ axnrep elirov koI iriipo';, (Tcocrai 6e\(i)v

(re, KOL reKvoiai rot? €fj.oi<; oixoairopov<;

<f>vaai Tvpdvvov; 7rai8a<;, epv/ia hcop.acn.

MHAEIA

/j»; p.0L 'yh'oiro Xvirpoq evBaificov ^io<i

fi7]S^ o\;9o9 ocTT/? T/;r ifiijv Kvi^oi (ppeva.

lASr.N

olaO^ a}<; /xerev^et Kal (ro(f)a)T€pa (f>av€i;

TO. y^pifcrra fxi'j croi Xvirpa (f>an'e(r^(o irore,

p.ijS' evTV^ovcra Bvarv^tj^i eivai hoKei.

MHAEIA
v^pi^\ eTreiBrj aol fxev cctt (i7roaTpo(pij,

€y(o h tpi]fi0<i ryjvSe ^ev^ovfiai ^dova.

lASnN

avTi) Ti'iS eTkov p.7]S€v aWov alriio.

MHAEIA
Ti Spaxra; jxcov ya pavera Kal irpoBovcrd ere;

lASnN

dpa<; rvpdvvoi^ dvoaiov<; dpcofievr).

MHAEIA
Kal aoi<; dpaia y ovaa Tvy^dvco 8ofioi<{.
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MEDEA

JASON

Ay, this my purjwse nobly hadst thou helped,

Mad I a niarria<^c named, who even now
Canst not refrain thy heart's exceedin»; wrath ! 590

MEDEA
Not this thine hindrance, l)ut the alien wife

No crown of honour was as eld drew on.

JA.eoN

Now know this well— not for the woman's sake

I wed the royal hride whom I have won,
IJut, as I said, of niv desire to s<'ive

'riuf, and he^et seed mval, to mv sons

Hrethren, and for mine house a tower of strenfrth.

MK.nKA

No prosperous life 'neath sorrow's cloud for me.
Nor weal, with thorns .lye ranklinj; in mine heart

!

JA>^oN

Know'st how to clianuo- tliv |ira\ir, and wiser

show? 600

May thy good never seem to thee thy j^rirf

;

Nor in fair fortune deem thy lot misfortune.

MEDEA
yea, insult! Tliou hast a refuge, thou ;

But desolate I am hinished from this land.

JASON

Thyself liJist chosen this: blame none beside.

MEDEA
1 ?—sooth, by wedding and betraying thee !

JASON

Hy cursing princes with an impious curse.

MKDKA
Ay—and to thine house hast thou found me a curse

!
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MHAEIA

IA2nN

&)9 ov Kpivoufiat ro)vBe croi ra irkeLOva.

aW' eX TL ^ovXei iraicrXv rj cravTf]<; (f)uyrj

7rpocro)(f)€\')]fia j^prjiidroiv eficov Xa^ecv,

Xey' ci)<? €TOt/jLO^ a<f)06vfp Bovvai X^pi

^evoi^ T€ TrefiTreiv crv/j-lSoX , oi hpacrovat a ev.

Koi TavTa fiij OeXovaa pwpavel<i, yvvai'

Xrj^aaa S' o/oy?}? KepBav€i<i afielvova.

MHAEIA
ovT av pivotal roiac. croL<; y^prjaaip-eO^ dv,

OUT dv TL Be^aipecrda, p.i)d^ i)p.lv BtSov

KUKOV yap dvBpo<; Sw/j' oinjaiv ovk e)(€i.

IA2nN

«W' ovv eyu) pev Ba'ipbova'i papTvpop,ai,

a)<f TTiivd' VTTOvpyelv aoi re koi t€ki'Oi<; OiXw
croX 8' OVK upeaKei TuydO , aXX avOahia

(piXovi aTToodel' roiydp aXyvvel irXeov

MHAEIA
')(o)peL' TToOcp yap Ttj'i peoSpjjTou Koprj^i

aipet ')(povi^o)v BcopxiTcov e^coTrio^-

vvp(f)€V' (Vo)? ydpy crvv Oew 6' €tpt']creTai,

yapuel'i toiovtov wcrre a apvelcrOai yap.ov.

XOP02
^p(i)T€<; virep pkv dyav ar/j. a
iX06vT€<; OVK evSo^iav

ovS' apeTav irapeBcoKav

dvSpdcrtv el S' dXi'i eXOoi

Ki/7r/3/9, OVK dXXa ^eo? €vx(tpi^ ovT(o<i.

piJTTOT, 0} heairoiv , eV ip/)l

'Xpvcrewv to^cov e(f)ei7)<i

ip,ep(p ;\;/9tVa(T' d<^vKTOv oIcttov.
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MEDEA

JASON

With thee no more I wrangle touching this.

But if, or for the children or thyself,

For help in exile thou wilt take my gold,

Speak : ready am I to give with hand ungrudging,
And send guest-tokens which shall fnul tlice iVic-nds.

If this th(ju wilt not, foolish shalt thou he :

Uefrain wrath, and advantaged shalt thou he.

MKDKA
Thy friends [—nothing Avill I of friends of thine.

No whit will I receive, nor offer thou.

No profit is there in a villain's gifts.

JASON

In any wise I call the Ciods to witness

That all help would I give thee and thy sons ;

Hut tliv good likts thee not: thv stul)l)urn jiride

Spurns friends : the more thv grief shall therefore he.

[Ksit.

MEDEA
Away!—impatience for the hride new-trapped
Consumes thee loitering from her bower afar !

Wed : for perchance—and God shall speed tlic

word

—

Thine shall be bridal thou wouldst fain renounce.

CHORUS
(Sir. 1)

Love hringcth nor honour nor profit to men when it

cometh restraining [raining

Not its unscanted excess : but if Cypris, in measure
Her joy, cometh down, there is none other

Goddess so winsome as she.

Not upon me, O Queen, do thou aim from thy bow
ail-golden [—not on me !

The arrow desire-envenomed that none may avoid



MHAEIA

(TTe'yoL ^ 8i fie aw^pocrvva, avT. a
Scoprjfia KoXkiarov deoiv

/MTjSe TTor dficpiXoyov; 6p-

7a9 aKopeaTci re vglkt]

dvfxov eKTrXy^aa €Tepoi<; eVt X^Krpoif

640 irpoa^aXoi Seiva KuTTyOi?, a-

TTToXe/ioy? S' €vva<i ae^H^ova

6^u(f)pcov Kpivot Xexv JvvaiKoiv.

0) iraTpi';, o) 8co/j.ara, fir) arp, /3

8rJT aTToXi? yevoLfiav

Tov cijirj'^avLa'i e^ovcTa.

BvcTTreparov alcov,

oiKTpordrcov d)(^ecov.

davcLTcp davcWcp irupo^ hajieiriv

dfiepav rcivS' e^avvaaaa' p6-

650 '^OcDV S' ovK dWo<; vtrepdev rj

yd'i Trax/ota? arepeaOai,

etSo/iev, OVK e^ erepcov dvT. ^
fivdov eT^o) (f)pdaaadai'

ere yap ou 7roXt9, ou (f)i\wv rt?

MKTiaev TraOovaav

SecvoraTov iradewv.

d')(^dpiaTO<i oXoid' otm Trdpeari

660 yxJ) ^l\ov<; ri/iav KaOapav dvol-

^avra K\ySa ^pevcov e/iol

fiev (f)L\,o<i oinroT earai.

AirET2

M?;Sefa, yalpe' rovSe yap Trpooi/itov

KoKkiov ovSeh olSe irpocr^mveiv (jylXov^.

1 Weckleia : for MSS. CTepyoi, "befriend me."
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MEDEA

(Ant. 1)

But let Temperance shield me, tlie fairest of gifts of

the Gods ever-living : [unforgiving,

Nor ever with passion of jarring contention, nor feuds

In her terrors may Love's Queen visit me, smiting

with maddened unrest

For a couch mismated my s6ul ; but the peace of the
bride-bed be holden [bonds that be best. 640

In honour of her, and her keen eyes choose for us

(Str. 2)
O fatherland, O mine home.
Not mine be the exile's doom !

Into poverty's pathways hard to be trod may my feet

not be guided !

Most piteous anguish were this.

By death—O by death ere then may the conflict of

life be decided, [land divided

—

Ended be life's little day ! To be thus from the home- 650

No pang more bitter there is.

(Ant. 2)

We have seen, and it needeth naught
That of others herein we be taught:

For thee not a city, for thee not a friend hath
compassionated

When affliction most awful is thine.

But he, who regardeth not friends, accursed may he
perish, and hated, [hapless-fated— 660

Who opes not his heart with sincerity's key to the
Never such shall be friend of mine.

Ejiter AEGEus.

AEGEUS
Medea, joy to thee !—for fairer greeting

None knoweth to accost his friends withal.

333



MHAEIA

MHAEIA
w X^^P^ '^^'' ^^' "^"^ cro<f)ov HavB[ovo<;,

Alyev. irodev yyi<i rtjaS' iTriarpaxpa ttcSov ;

AirET2

^oi^ov iraXaiov iKXnroyv ^PV'^T'ipiov.

MHAEIA
Tt 5' ofKJxikov YV? OeaTTioyBov earaXr]^ ;

AirET5

iraihdiv epevvoiv airepiji! oirayf; yivotro fwi.

MHAEIA
670 TT/Jo? Seayv, aTrac^ yap Bevp' ael reiv€i<; ^iov ;

AirET2

a'Traihi<i iafiev Bal/iopo'i rivo<; tv^V'

MHAEIA
8a.fMapT0<; ovcrT]<;, y \e;^ou9 aireipo'i wv ;

AirET2

ovK iafiev €in>ij<; a^vye^ yafirfslov.

MHAEIA
Ti hrjTa ^olfio^ etTTc (JOL TraiBoov irepi ;

AirETS

ao(^(t)7€p *] Kar avSpa crv/x^a\€iv ein].

MHAEIA
6epLi^ fi€V r}im<; ^PH^H-^^ elBevai 0eov ;

AirET2

fidXiaT, iirei toi kuI ao(f)i]<; Belrai <f>p€v6<;.

MHAEIA
Tt Btjt €\priae ; Xi^ov, el Oejxi<; Kkveiv.

AirET2

aaKOv fie tov irpov^ovra firj Xvcxai TroSa,

MHAEIA
680 7rp]v av rl Bpdarj<i rj jiv i^Ur] ^Pova ;
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MEDEA

MEDEA

Jov to thee also, wise Pandion's son,

Aegeus. Whence art thou joume>'ing through this

land ?

AEGEIS

Leaving the ancient oracle of Phoebus.

MEDEA
^V\^v didst thou fare to earth's prophetic navel ?

AEGEUS

To ask how seed of children might be mine.

MEDEA
'Fore Heaven !—aye childless is thy life till now ? 670

AEGEIS

Childless 1 am, by chance of some God's will.

MEDEA

This, with a wife, or knowing not the couch ?

AEGEIS

Nav, not unyoked to wedlock's bed am I.

MEDEA
Now what to thee spake Phoebus touching issue ?

AEGEIS

Deep words of wisdom not for man to interpret.

MEDEA
Without sin might I know the God's reply ?

AEGEfS

O yea—good sooth, it asks a wise wit most.

MEDEA
What said he ? Say, if sin be not to hear

AEGEIS
" Loose not the wine-skin's forward-jutting foot"

—

MEDEA
Till thou shouldst do what thing, or reach w hat land .' 680
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MHAEIA

AirET2

irpiv av Tcaipwav av6i<; ecrriav fioKoa,

MHAEIA
av 5' cof Tt )(pi^^(ov Ti'jvSe vavaToXel'i 'xdova ;

A IPETS

IliT^eus" Tf9 eari yP]<i civa^ Tpoi^T]v[a<i.

MHAEIA
Tratf, ci)9 \eyovai, lJe'\o7ro9 eucre/SecTTaTO?.

AirET5

TOUTft) ^eoO /j,dvT€Vfia Kocvcixrai OeX.(o.

MHAEIA

<TO(f)o<; yap avrjp koi rpi^cov to. TOiciSe.

AirET2

Kufioi ye irdvTcov (plXTUTO^ Sopu^evcov,

MHAEIA
aW' euTU^otT;? /cat Tu;^'0i9 oacov €pa<;.

AirET2

Tt 7«/3 crov ojipu XP^'^ '^^ (TvvTeT 1JX oBe ;

MHAEIA
690 Alyev, Kd/ciaTO<; ecrri poi irdvTOJV irucrif;.

AirET2

Ti (/)>;'9 ; aa(f)0)<i fioL era? (ppdaov hvadvp.ia<i.

MHAEIA
a8i/f64 /i' ^Idaiov ovSev e'f e/ioi) iradtov.

AIPETS

Tt XPIH^ Bpdaa<: ; (f)pd^e fwi aa(f)ecrr€pov.

MHAEIA
yvvaiK e<^' 7;/iiv SecrTroTfi' B6fi(ov exei.

AirET2

?) TTou TeToXfjLJjK tpyov aicy)(i(TTOv roBe ;

MHAEIA
(Ta<^' tcr^'' aTifWi 6' eap.€V ol irpb rov (f)i\oi.



MEDEA

AEOEIS

"Till to the hearth ancestral back thou come."

MKDK.A

And thou, what wouldst thou sailing to this shore?

AEGEUS
There is one Pittheus, king of Troezen he,

—

MEDEV
A man most pious, I'elops' son, they sav.

AEOELS
To him the God's response I fain would tell.

MEDEA
Yea—a wise man, who hath much skill therein.

AEGEUS
Yea, and my best-belovM spear-ally.

NU OEA

Now prosper thou, and win thine heart's desire.

AEGEIS
Why droops thine eye?—why this wan-wasted hue?

MEDEA
Aegeus, of all men biisest is mine husband. 690

AEGEIS
What say'st thou ? Clearly tell me thine heart's jviin.

MEDEA
He wrongs me—Jason, never wronged of me.

AEGEUS
What hatli he done ? More plainly tell it out.

MEDEA
Allot Ik T wife he t'lkes, his household's queen.

AEOELS

Ha! hath he dared in truth this basest deed?

MEDEA
Yea : I am now dishonoured, once beloved.
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MHAEIA

AirET2

irorepov ipaaOei'^, 1) crov i^Oaipcov XeYO? ;

MHAEIA

fiiyav y epcora' Triaro^; ovk e<f)v (f>L\oi<i,

AIPETS

iTO) vvv, etirep &)<? Xeyef? iarlv KaKo^i.

MHAEIA
700 avBpwv Tvpdvvwp KtjBof; i)pda6i] Xa^elv.

AirET2

hihuicn 8* avT(p T19 ; Trepaive p.01 \6yov.

MHAEIA
Kpe(ov, 09 dp\€L rr^crSe 7?;<? }s.opLv6ia<;.

AirET2

avyyvwcTCL fiev rap" i)v ere \v7relcr6ai, yvvai.

MHAEIA
6\o)\a- KoX 7rp6<; y i^eXavvo/xai xOovo^i.

A IPET

5

7r/909 Tou ; Toh uWo Kaivov av Xiyei^; kukov.

MHAEIA
Kpecov fi iXavvei (f)uydBa 7>}9 K-opivdlwi.

AIPETS

icj 5' ^Idaoyv ; ovSe ravr i-Tr/jvecra.

MHAEIA
Xoyro fiev ouvt, Kaprepeiv Be ^ovXerai.

uX\ dvrofiaL ere rfjaBe 7rpo<i y€veidBo<i

710 yovdrojv re twv aCov iKeaia re yiyvopai,

o'lKTeipov oiKTeipov pe ti]v hvaBaipova,

Koi pi] p epijpov eKTreaovaav et'criSj;?,

Be^ai, Be X^P^ ''•"' B6p.oi^ e^ecrjiov.

ovTco<; epwf crol 7r/)o<? Oecov T€\€(T(f)opo<;

yevoiTO iraiBoiv, Kavro<i oX/Bio^ OdvoL^.
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MEDEA

AEG ECS

Another love was this ?—or hate of thee ?

MEDKA
Love ?—deep and high his love is !—traitor in love 1

AEGEUS
Away with him, if he be base as this !

MEDEA
His love was for affinity with princes. 700

AEG EL'S

Who givcth him his daughter? Tell me all.

MEDKA
Crcon, who rukth this Corinthian land.

AEGEUS

Sooth, ladv, reason was that thou shouldst grieve.

MEDEA
'Tis death to me ! Yea, also am I banished.

AEGEUS

Of whom ? A monstrous wrong thou namest now !

MEUEA
Crcon from Corinth driveth me an exile.

AEGEUS

Duth Jason sufft-r this?—L count it shame !

MEDEA
In pretence, no—yet C), he brars it well

!

IJut I beseech thee, lo, thy beard I touch,

—

710

I clasp thy knees, thy suppliant am I now :
—

Pity, O jiity me the evil-starred,

And see me not cast forth to homelessness :

Receive to a hearth-place in thy land, thine halls.

So by heaven's blessing fruitful be thy love

In children, and in death thyself be blest.
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MHAEIA

evprjfia S' ovK oJcrO^ oiov 7]vpr]Ka<i roSe'

Travao) Be cr ovt diraiSa Kal TraiBcov jova'i

(TTrelpaC ae 6ijaio' Tolas' 6l8a (f)upp.aKa.

AirETS

TToWayv eKari ri'jvSe aoi Bovvat ')(^dpiv,

720 yvvai, 7rpuOuf.Lo<; eipt, Trpcora pev deoiv,

eireiTa TraiBwv oov cTrayyeWei yovds'

et9 rovTO yap St] <f)pouB6'i elpi, 7ra<; iyo).

[ovTco S' e'x^ei p,or aov phv i\Oovcn]<; yOuva,

ireipcicTopai gov Trpo^eveiv BiKato<; mv.]

roaov ye pevToi aoi Trpoarjpaivo), yvvai'

e'/c TijaBe p,€v yi']<i ov a ayeiv [3ov\i'}crop.ar

avTt] 8' iuvirep eh epov^; €X0i]<i B6pov<;,

p^vel<i dau\o<; kov ae p.i] peOoi rivi.

eK TpjaBe B avri] yP]<; aTraWdaaov iroBa'

730 dvairio^; yap koI ^ei'oi<; elvai OeXo).

MHAEIA

earai rdB*' dXXa ttiVt^? el yevoLTO p,0L

TOVTCov, e')(0ip! av Trdvra tt/jo? credev /caXw?.

AirET2

p,ci)V 01) TTeTTOiOa'i ; y ri aoi ru Bvcr^epe<; ;

MHAEIA

ireiroida' fleXiou 6' €)(0p6^ eari poi B6p,o<;

l\pe(ov T€' Tovroi<i B\ opKioicn p,€v ^uyel^,

ayovaiv ov pieOeV av e/c yaia<; e'/ie

X(>70i9 Be (xvp,^d<;, Ka\ decov dvcopoTO<i,

(f>iXo<; yivoi av KainK^pvKevpaa

i

rd^^ civ Tvidoio' rdp,a pcv yap daOevPj,

740 T0i9 8' 6\/3o<; eari /cat Bop,o<i TvpavviKu<i.

' Wytteubach : for MSS. ovk.
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MEDEA

Thou know'st not wliat good fortune tliou hast

found ;

For I will end thy childlessness, will caii<;e

Thy seed to grow to sons ; such charms I know.

AEOEl'S

For many causes am I minded, lady,

This grace to grant thee : for the (iods' sake first ; T'20

Then, for thy promise of a seed of sons ;

For herein Aegcus' name is like to die.

Hilt thus it is—if to my land tlimi come,

I will protect thee all I can : my right

Is this ; but 1 forewarn thee of one things
Not from this land to lead thee I consent

;

I3ut, if thou reaehest of thyself mine halls.

Safe shalt thou bide ; to none will I yield thee.

Hut from this land thou must thyself escape
;

For even to strangers blameless will I be. 730

MEDEA
So be it. Yet, were oath-pledge given for this

To me, then had I all I would of thee.

AF.fiF.lS

1 la, dost not trust me ?—or at wliat dost stumble ?

MEDEA
I trust thee ; but my foes are Pelias' liouse

And Creon. Oath-l)oun<l, thou could'-t never yield me
To these, when they would drag me from the land.

Hadst thou but promised, to the Gods unpledged.

Thou mightcst turn their friend, niight'st lightly

yield

To herald-summons. .Strengthless is my cause :

Wealth is on their side, and a jirinccly house. 740
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MHAEIA

AirET2

TToWrjv e\cfa9 iv \6yoi<; irpoiirjOiav'

a\V el BoKel aoi, Spav rdS ovk ci(f)[,aTa/juii.

ijio'i T€ yap TuS' iariv ci(T<^a\€crTaTa,

aKTj-yp-LV TLV i-)(6poL^ crol'i e^ovTa SeiKvvvai,

TO crov T apape fiaWov €^i]yov 6eov<i.

MHAEIA
opLvv iriSov r?}? iraripa O'"ll\iov 7raT/oo9

rovfiov, OeoiV re avvriOel^i airav yL'o<i.

AIFETS

Tt XP^IH^ Bpdaeiv r) ri fif) Bpdcreiv ; Xiye.

MHAEIA
/jL7]t aivTo? €K 77^9 crr]<; ep! CK^aXecv irore,

750 p.i'-jT aWo<; yv ri<; rcov ep.cov ey^Opwv dyecv

XPV^IJ) P-€0)]a€tV ^(bv €KOV(Tlfi) T/JOTTft).

AlFETS

op,vvp,i Fatal' llXiou O^dyvov cre^a<i ^

6eov<i T€ 7rdvTa<; i/j.p.eve'iv a aov k\vq).

MHAEIA
dpKel' Tt 6' 6pK(p TfpSe fjLT] ^fj,p,evcov rrddoi'i ;

AirET2

a Tolcn Svaae^ovcri yiyverai jBpoTOiv.

MHAEIA
)(aip(ov TTopevov Trdvra yap /raXw? e^6f.

Kuyco TToXtv atjv fo)9 rd^iar d(f)L^opac,

Trpd^acT a fxiWco kuI Tv^ova a ^ovKofiai.

XOP02
dXkd a 6 Mata? 7rop,7raio<i dva^

760 TreXdcreie 86fioi<i, oiV r iirlvoiav

^ Person : MSS. vary between Xa^iirphv iftoij and ^ios.
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MEDEA

AEGEU8

Foresight exceeding, lady, in thy words !

Yet, if this be thy will, 1 draw not back.

"i'ca, for nnsclf is this the safest course,

To have a plea to show unto thy foes ;

And firmer stands thy cause. The Oath-gods name.

Swear by E;irlii's plain, and by my father's father,

The Sun, and join the Gods' whole race thereto.

AF.OF'.rs

That I will do or not do—what? Say on.

MKDKA
Never thyself to cast me forth thy land.

Nor, if a foe of mine would hale me thence, 750

To yield me willingly up, while thou dost live.

AEGEIS

Hv Ivuth, the Sun's pure majesty, and all

I'he (Jods, I swear to ai)ide by this thou hast said.

MKDKA
Enough. Tor broken troth what penalty ?

AEOEU.S

The worst that scourgeth God-despising men.

MEOEA
I'ass on thv wav rejoicing : all is well.

1 too will eome with all speed to thy burg,

NN'hen mine intent is wrought, my wish attained.

[E.ril A EG E us.

CHORUS

Now the Scion of Maia. the Wayfarer's King,

Bring thee safe to thine home, and the dream of

thine heart, 760
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MHAETA

(T7r€vS€i<; Kare^wv 7rpd^€ia<;, iirel

Alyev, Trap ip-ol SeBoKtjcrat.

MHAEIA
o) Zev AiKT] T€ Zt]vo<; 'H\iov re c^w?,

vvv KaWiviKOL TMV ipLOiV e^dpoyv, (j)l\ai,

iy€V7)(76/i€aOa /ret? oBov ^e^/jKUfiev

vvv eXTTj? ex^pov^ toi'9 e/ioi'9 riaeiv SiKrjv.

OUT09 yap avi]p rj p,dXi(TT €Kdfivop.ev

\ifjL7]v irec^avTai tcov ep-Oiv ^ovXev^drMV
770 f/c ToOS' dvaylrofiecrda 7rpv/.iv7]Tr]v KaXtov,

fio\6vT€<; daTv Kal 7r6\ia/j.a TlaW(iSo<;.

yBrj Be iravra rdfid aoi ^ovXevfiara

Xe'^o)' Be\ov Be fii] tt/jo? i)Bovtjv X070U9.

TrefiyfratT ifxCov riv oiKerCov \d(Tova

et? 6->^iv eXOelv ti]V e/xrjv am)crop.ai'

fiokovTi B avTu) /.laXOaKov^ Xe^w Xoyov^,

fo)9 Kal BoKei fj.01 ravra, Kai KaXco<; e;^er

iydfiov<i rvpdvvcov ou? 7rpoBov<; Tifid<; e^ei

Kai ^vficbop" elvai Ka\ KaXco^ eyvcocrfieva'

780 TratCa? Be fieivai tou? e/iot'9 atTijcrofiai,

ov^ ^^ XiTTd) (T<^e TToXep-ia^i iirl yjBovo';

exOpolcTL 7ralda<; toi'9 ep.oi)<; Kadv^picrai,

dXX! &)9 BoXoiai iralBa /3acrf\e&)9 Krdvu).

Trep.yp'a) yap avrovs B6)p e^ovra^; ev x^polv,

vviJ.<pri <^ipovTas, TrjvBe fiTj (^evyeiv x^ova,
XeTTTOv re ireirXov /cal ttXokov XpvarjXa-ov'
Kavrrep Xa^ovaa Koap.ov dp.(Pidj} XP'^"'

KaKO)<; oXeirac 7709 0^ 09 av Oiyrj /c6pr]<;'

TOioio'Be XP^^^ (f)ap/j.dKOt<; Bcopyj/xara.

790 evravda p.kv Brj rovB' aTraXXdaao) Xoyov
Mfico^a 6' olov epyov ear epyacrjeov
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MEDEA

The sweet visions that wing thy feet, mayst thou

bring

To accomplishment, Aegeus, for now this thing

Hath taught me how noble thou art.

MF.DEA

Zeus, Zeus' daughter Justice, Light of the

Sun

!

Over my foes triumphant now, my friends,

Shall we become : our feet are on the patli

Now is there hoj)e of vengeance on my foes.

P'or this man, there where my chief weakness 1 ly,

Hath for mv plots a haven in storm appeared.

To him my bark's stcni-hawser make I fast, 770

To P.illas' burg and fortress wh»n I go.

And all my j)lf>ts to thee will I tell now
;

Nor look 1 that my words should pleasure thee :

—

One of mine household will I send to Jason,

And will entreat him to my sight to come ;

And soft words, when he cometh, will I speak.

Saying, "Thy will is mine," and, " It is well ";

Saying, his royal marri.ige, my betrayal.

Is our advantage, and right well drvised.

1 will petition tliat my sons may stay

—

780
Not for that I would leave on hostile soil

Children of mine for foes to tramjile on.

Hut the king's daughter so by guile to slay.

For I will send them bearing gifts in hand
Unto the bride, that they may not be bani'-hed,

.\ robe fine-spun, a golden diadtin.

If she receive and don mine ornaments.

Die shall she wretchedly, and all who touch her;

With drugs so dread will I anoint my gifts.

Howbeit here I pass this story by, 790
And wail the deed that yet for me remains
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MHAEIA

TOvvrevOev t)/ilv tckvu yap Kara/CT€va}

Tafi' ovTL<i eariv '6crri<; e^aipi](T€Tar

Sofjiov T€ iravra cruy)^€aa 'Idcrovo^

e^eijxi 'yaia<;, (^CKtcitcov iraihwv (f)6vov

(f)€ir/ovaa kuI rXacr' epyov avoaidyrarov.

oil yap ye\aa$ai rXrjrbv e'f i-)(dpoiv, (piXai.

I'ro)' Tt fioi ^fjv KepBo<; ; ovre fioi Trarpl^

OUT o'/C09 eCTTlV OVT n7rO(TTpO(f)r} kukwv.

800 i)/jLapravov roO^ i'jvlk e^e\ip.7ravov

B6fiou<; 7raTp(pou<;, av8p6<;" KWrjvofi Xoyoi^

ireicrdela, 09 I'-jpuv crvv dew riaei Blktjv.

OVT i^ ifiov yap 7ralSa<; o-y^rerai ttotc

^a)VTa<; to Xolttov ovre rr)<; veo^vyov

vvp(f)T]<; T€K}'(oa€i 7ralS\ eVel kuk/jv KaKO)<i

Oavelv 0"(/)' avdyKT) roi<; efxoiai (Pappc'tKoa.

/i7;5et? fi€ ^avXriv Kucrdevri vofii^eTco

firjS' rjav'xa'f'O'V, dXXa darepov rpoirov,

^apetav e\dpol^ Ka\ (piXoiaiv evfievr)'

810 Twt" yap TOiovTcov €VfcX€€(TTaTO<; ^io^.

XOP02
i'rrei'Trep rjfuv rovS" €KOiv(ocra<; Xoyov,

ak T (Ix^eXelv deXovcra, Kai i'6/j.ot<; ^poTwv
^vXXap-lddvovaa, hpdv a cnrevveTrci) race.

MHAEIA
ovK ecTTiv dXXco<:' aol Se avyyvcofirj Xeyeiv

To^' iari, fir] 7rd(Tj(^ovaav o)? €70) kuko)';.

XOP02
aXXa Kjavelv aco iralSe roXfxrj(7ei<;, yvvai

;

MHAEIA
ovrco yap av fxdXiara hri')(9eLrj ttocti^.

X0P05
av 8' ail yivoio y dOXioiTaTTj yvvrj.
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MEDEA

To bring to pass ; for I will slay my children.

Yea, mine : no man shall pluck thcin from mine
hand.

Then, ha\ing brought all Jason's house to wrack,

I leave the land, fleeing my dear babes' blood.

And having dared a deed most impious.

For unendurable are mocks of foes.

Let all go : what is life to me? Nor country
Nor home have I, nor refuge from mine ills.

Then erred I, in the day when I forsook

Mv father's halls, by yon CJreck's words beguiled,

Wlio with Ciods help shall render me requital.

For never living shall he see henceforth

The sons I bare him, nor shall he beget
A son of his new bride, that wretch foredoomed
In agony to die bv drugs of mine.

Let none account me impotent, nor weak.

Nor spiritless !—O nav, in other sort.

Grim to my foes, and kindly to my friends.

Most glorious is the life of such as L

rnonis
Since thou hast made me partner of this tale.

—

Wishing to help thee, and vet chamjiioning

The laws of men, I say, do thou not this

!

MEDEA
It cannot be but so : yet reason is

Tliat thou say this, who art not ^^Tonged as I.

CHORUS
Woman, wilt have the heart to slay thy sons ?

MF.DEA

Yea : so mine husband's heart shall most be wrung.

CHORUS
But thou of wives most wretched shouldst become.
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MHAEIA

MHAEIA
irco' Trepiacrol iravTe^ ovv fieaai \6^oi,

820 aX,V ela %fo/3et Kol ko/xi^^ ^Idcrova'

eh TTCLvra yap Srj aol ra Tricrra 'X^pcofxeda.

Xe^?79 Se fiTjSev rcov e'/xol SeBoy/Mcvcov,

etirep ^poveh ev 8e(T7r6Tai.<; yvvi] r €(pv<;.

X0P02

'E/3e;)^^ei'Sai to iroXaiov o\/3ioi arp. a

Kol 6etov Traiha fiaKapcov, lepaf

ywpa'; CLTTOpdrjTOV r aTTOcpep/Sofievot

KXeivoTUTav (rocpiav, ael Sia XafXTrpordrov

830 ^aivovTE^ a^pS)<i aldepo^, evOa tto^' dyva^

ivvia Jli€pi8a<i Moucra? \eyovai

^avdav 'ApfMoviav (pvrevaar

Tov KoXkivdov T dnro K.i](f)i.<Tov poa<; cIvt. a'

TCLV K.v7rpiv k\i]^ov(Tiv iK^vaaafievav

')((i>pav KaraTTvevaai fierpia^ dve/xcov avpa<i'

840 del S' iTTi/SaWo/jievav

')(^airaiaiv cvcoSt] poBecov ttKokov dvdecov

ra (TO<pia 7rape8pov<; irifiTreiv epcora<i,

7ravT0La<; dperd^ ^vvepyov<;.

TTw? ovv lepcov TTora/iiMV arp. ^'

7r6fi7rijji6<i ae %<»/'«
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MEDEA

MEDEA
So be it : wasted are all hindering words.

But ho I [enter nurse] go thou and Jason bring to

me

—

820

Thou whom I use for every deed of trusty,

And look thou tell none aught of mine intent.

If thine is loyal service, thou a woman.

\^Exeu>U MEDEA and nurse.

CHORUS
happy the race in the ages olden (Si?: 1)

Of Erechtheus, the seed of the blest Gods' line.

In a land unravaged, peace-enfolden.

Aye quaffing of Wisdom's glorious wine.

Ever through air clear-shining brightly 830

As on wings uplifted pacing lightly.

Where Harmonia, they tell, of the tresses golden,

Bare the Pierid Muses, the stainless Nine.^

{Ant. 1)

And the streams of Cephisus the lovely-flowing

I'hey tell how the Lady of C\prus drew.

And in Zephyr-wafts of the winds sweet-blowing
Breathed over Attica's land their dew.

On her sons shedding Love which, throned in

glory

By Wisdom, shapes her heroic story

;

840

And over her hair is she throwing, throwing,

Roses in odorous wreaths aye new.

Re-enter medea, (Str. 2)

How then should the hallowed city.

The city of sacred waters,

Which shields with her guardian hand

1 Another interpretation is equally admitted by the

Greek—" Grew, sown by the Muses, the stainless Nine."
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MHAEIA

Tciv TraiBoXeTeipav e^ei,

850 rav ov)(^ oaiav /jlct aWoov ;

CKe-^ai TCKecov TrXaydv,

aKe-ylrat, <p6vov olov alpei.

fij], 77/309 jovdrcov ae Trcivrcof

TTaVTrj (J lK€TeV0fX€V,

T€Kva (PoP€vcn]<i.

TToOev 0pdao<; f )) (j>p€vo<i *j dvT,

X^ipX TeKvoi<i aeOev

Kaphia T6 \i}y\rei,\

heivav Trpoadyovaa roXpav ;

800 TTw? 5' ofj-fuzra irpoa^aXovaa

re/cvoi^ dhaKpvv /xoipav

a-)(r)<jei<i <f)6vou ; ov hvvdaei,

iralScov iKerav TriTvovToyv,

Tcy^at, X^P^ (f)oivLav

T\(i/J.OVl Ov/jLU).

lASHN

7]Ka) KekevcyOeU' koI yap ovaa 8vcrfi€V7)<;

oij rav dpdpTOi<i rovBi y , aXV uKOixJopai

Tfc XP^IH^ ^ovXei Kaivov i^ ifiov, yvvai.
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MEDEA

All friends that would fare through her land.

Receive a murderess banned,

Wlio had slaughtered her babes without pity,

A pollution amidst of her daughters? 850

In thine heart's thoughts set it before thee

—

To murder the fruit of tliy womb I

O think what it nuaneth to slay

Thy sons—what a deed this day

Thou wouldst do I By thy knees wc pray,

By heaven and earth we implore thee.

Deal not to thv babes sueli a doom !

(Anl. 2)

O whence, and C) whence wilt thou gain thee

Such desj)erate hardihood

That for s])irit so Hendish shall serve,

That shall strengthen thine heart, that shall

nerve

Thine hand, that it shall not swene
From the ruthless deed that shall stain thee

With horror of children's blood ?

O how. wlun thine eyes thou art turning 860

On thy little ones, wilt thou refrain

The motherhood in thee, to feel

No upwelling of tears ? Gmst thou steel

Thy breast when thy children kneel.

To crimson thine hand, with unyearning

Heart for thy darlings slain ?

Enter jason.

JASON

I at thy bidding come : all)eit my foe,

This grace thou shalt not miss ; but I will hear

What new thing, lady, thou dost wish of me.
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MHAEIA

MHAEIA

^laaov, alrovfjuii ae rwv elprjfievcov

870 avyyvMfwv' elvar Ta<; 8' e/za? opya^ (f)^peiv

eiVo? o" , iirel vfov ttoW vTreipyaarai <^t\a.

t'7ob 8' epavTT] Sia \6yoiv d(f)iK6/j,7]v,

KuXoiSopjjaa' ay^€T\ia, ti paii>o/j.ai

Kul 8vcrp.€vaivo) roiai ^ovXevovcnv ev,

^X^P^ ^^ 7ai'a<f KOipdvoi<; Kadicrrafiac

TToaei, 6 , 09 i]fiiv Bpd rd au/x<f)op(orara,

yi]fia<; rvpavvov Koi Kaaiyv)')TOu<; reKvoi^

€fxoL<; <pUT€v(i)v ; ovK diraWax^ 'jO'opat

tiv/iou ; Tt 7racrYf»>, Oecov iropi^ovTcov Ka\(o<; ;

8S0 OVK elcrl fiiv fxoi Trai^e?, olBa Be x^^^<^
<j)evyovra<; i)/Md<i kuI a7ravL^ovTa<i <f)LXo)v ;

ravT evvorjcraa ijaOufiyjv dfSovXiav

'rroWT]v exovcra Kal pdrrjv Ov/xovpevT].

vuv ovv eiraivo)- a-cotPpoveTv ri p-oi BoK€l<;

KtjBo'i ToB i)pLLV Trpo(T\a^cov, iycb 6' d(f)p(ov,

V XP^}^ fierelvai TcovBe t(ov fSovXevp-drcov

Kal ^vp-irepaiveiv koI Trapeardvai Xex^i

vvp(bi]v re KrjBevovaav i'jBecrOai aeOev.

dW iap,€v olov iafiev, ovk epo) kukuv,

890 yvi'alK€<i' oukovv XP^}^
^' o/jx)iova0ac kukoi^

ovB^ dvTneiveiv vi^tti dvr\ vtjttlcov.

TTapikfieada, kul (f)ap£v kukw^ (ppovetv

TOT, d\\' dpeivov vuv ^e^ovXevpxii ToBe.

0) r€Kva TCKva, Bevre, XetTrere crT€ya<i,

e^eXder, dcnrdaacFde Ka\ irpoaeiiraTe

irarepa peO' i)po)v, koX BiaXXdx^V^' dpa
tT/? TrpoaOev ex^pci<i eh <pLXov<; pr]rp6<i peTW
cnrovBal yap ijpiv Kal peOearijKev xoXo<i.

Xd^ecrde x^^po'i B€^ia<i' olipoi kukcov.
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MEDEA

MEDEA
Jason, I ask thee to forgive the words
I^ite-spoken. Well tliou niayest gently betr 870

With my wild mood, tor all the old love's sake.

Now have I called myself to account, and railed

Upon myself—"Wretch, wherefore am I mad?
And wherefore rage against good counsellors,

And am at feud with rulers of the land,

And with my lord, who works my veriest good,
Wedding a royal house, to raise up brethren
L'nto my sons ? Shall I not cease from wrath ?

What aileth me, when the CJods proffer boons?
Have I not children? Know I not that we 880

Are exiles from our own land, lacking friends?"

Thus musing, was I ware that I had nursed
Folly exceeding, anger without cause.

Now then I praise thee : wise thou seem'st to nic

In gaining us this kinship, senseless I,

^N'ho in these counsels should have been thine

ally,

Have furtliered all, have decked the bridal couch,

And joyed to minister unto the bride.

Hut we are—women : needs not harsher word.

Yet shouldst thou not for evil render evil, 890

Nor j>it against my folly folly of thine.

I yield, confessing mine unwisdom then,

But unto better counsels now am come.
Children, my children, hither : leave the house;

[Enler child ken.

Come forth, salute your father, and with me
Hid him farewell : be reconciled to friends

Ve, with your mother, from the hate o'erpast.

Truce is between us, rancour hath given place.

Clasp ye his right hand. Woe fur ambushed ills !
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ISIHAEIA

9UU ojf ii'i'oovfiai Si] ri tcov KeKpv/jL/xevcov.

ap , 0) reKV, ovrco koI irokiv ^6)VTe<; ypovov

(piXijv opener oiKevrjv ; rdXaiv eyw,

0)9 upTi8aKpv<; eifxi Kal (f)6l3ov irXia.

y^povw 5e veiKO<i 7raTpo<i i^aipovfiii/t]

o^lriv Tepewav rt'jvS' (irXijaa BaKpvoyv,

X0P02
KUfiol KUT ocrcrcoi' x^oopov u>pp,i']6ri huKpv'

Koi /J.ij 7rpo^ai7] fxei^ov rj ro vvv KaKov.

aivo), yvvat, T(iB\ ovS eKeiva /le/x^opar

ei'/f09 yap 6pya<; t^fjXv TroieldOai yevo-i,

910 yuftov; TrapcfXTroXcovTO'; aXXoiois, irocrei.

aW' ft9 TO X(pov (TOP fjLeOeaTTjKev Keap,

€yvo)<t 5e Ti]v viKotaav uXXn tm ^porw
fSovXjjv yvvaiKo<; tpya tuvtu aux^povoq.

iijilv Se, iraloe^;, oik a(ppoi>TicrTG)<i irarijp

TToXXijv eOi^Ke crvv OeoU irpopyjOtav.

olp^L yap vp.u.<i TpjaSe y))<; KopivOia<;

ra irpCiiT ecreaOai crvv KaaiyviJToi<{ en.
aXX^ av^aveaSe- raXXa 8' e^epyd^erai

Trarijp re kuI Oeoyv octt<9 earlv €vp.€v>'}<;'

920 1601/j.i 5' vfiu'i €vrpa(f)ei'i »;/3f;9 Tt'Xo9

fxoXovra'^, e^Opaw rcov e/io)v v7r€pT€pov<;.

avTT], Ti ^XcopoU Ba/fpvoi<i Teyyei<i Kopa'i,

(TTpeyp-acra XevK7]V ep-iraXtv iraprjiha,

Kovx dcrfievT] tovS' i^ €p.ov Se^ci Xoyov

;

MHAEIA
ovhkv TCKVcov TwrS' ivi>oovfj,ev7} irepi.

lAsnN
Odpaei vvv ev yap twi'S' eyco 0}j(T(n irepi,
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MKDEA

I am liatmtcd l)v tlic shadow (if hidden thiii<;s! fiOO

Ah children, >viil yc tlius, thnmgli many a year

Living, still reaeh hitn loviiij: arms? Ah me,
IIow weejiin<^ ripe am I, how full of fear !

IViids with your father ended—ah, so late !

—

Have filled with tears these soft-relenting eyes.

riioiifs

And from mine eves stirt tears of pale dismay.

Ah, may no evil worse than this befall !

JAsoN

T«-idy, I praise this mood, yet Maine not tliat :

"l'\^ nothing strange that womankind should rage
W hen the spouse trnllieketh in alien marriage. 010

Hut now to better thoughts thine heart hath turned,

And thou, though late, hast seen whieh policy

Must win : n prucb-nt woman's part is this.

And for you, children, not unheetifully

^'our sire hath ta'en much forethought, so help

heaven.

For ye, I ween, in this Corinthian land

Shall with your brethren stand the foremost vet.

(Irow ye in strength : the rest shall by your sire.

And whatso God is gracious, be wrought out.

Vou may I see to goodiv stature grown, 920

In manhood's prime, triumphant o'er mv foes.

I iiou. why with wan tears thus bedew thine c^'cs,

liiriiing awav from them thv pallid cheek ?

N\'hy hear'st thou not with gladness this mv speech ?

MKDEA
Tis naught ; but o'er these eliildrcn broods mine

heart.

JASON

Fear not : all will I order well for them.
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MHAEIA

MHAEIA
Bpdao) TaS'" ouTOi cro^<; airiaTi'jao) \6yoi<;'

lyvvt) Se drfKv kutti SuKpvoi'i t(f)v.

IA2nN

Ti S}'), raXaiva, rocaB' i7nar€vei<i riKvoi<i

;

MHiiEIA

930 eTiKTOV avTOV'i' ^ijv 6' ot c^rjii^ou TeKva,

elarfKde yH oIkto<; €l yevfjaeTut raSe.

«X\' (ovirep e'lVCK e/9 ^fxov'i >/«et? \6yov<;,

ra fi€i> XiXcKTai, rtov 6' iyo) fivyjadyjcro/xai.

eVet Tvpdvvoi<; yt)<i p, uTroareTXai Bok€i,—
Kup^l Tc'iB ecTTi XCpara, yiyvoiOKw Ka\o)<i,

pi']T ipirohcov ao\ /i'/re Koipuvoi^ y^oi'os'

vaUiv, hoKio yap hvapevi]<; elvai Supoi^,—
ijpel'i p.ev eK 7»}i» tT/o-S airaipopev <f)vyfj,

iralBe^; 8' ottw? tti' eKTpa(f)coai aj] X^/">
940 aiTOv Kpeovra Tt'jvBe pi) (^evyeiv ydova.

lA2nN

ovK olS' av el rreiaaipi, TreipaaOai Be XPH-
MHAEIA

(TV B' uWa ai]v KiXevaov aireicrdai TraTpof

yvvalKa 7ralBa<; T)]vB€ pi] ^evyeiv ydova.

lASriN

paXiaia, kcu ireiaeiv ye Bo^ul^co a<f) iyd).

MHAEIA
e'lTrep yvvaiKoyv eari rcov aWcov pxa.

(TvWijyfropai Be Tovde croi Kayco ttovov

Trepy^ru) yap avrfj Bibp a KaWicneveTai
Twv vvv ev dvOpoi-TToicnv, olB^ iy(*}, ttoXv,

XeTTTov Te TretrXov Ka\ ttXokov xP^^'1^o.tov

950 7rat8a9 (f)€povTa<;. dXX oaov t<;;^09 ypewv
Kocpxjv KopxXeiv Bevpo irpoaTroXwv Tivci.,
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MKDEA

WF.oy \

I will be bravp— will not mistrust thy wnnlv
;

But woman is but woman—born for tears.

I \<o\

\\ liv, hapless one, dost thou si^h over tlirse?

MK.HF.A

I bare them. When thou prayi-dst life for them. 030

Pity stole o'er me, whisj)erin'j, "Shall this be ?
"

Hut that for which thou cam'st to speech of me
In part is said ; to spi-ak the rest is mine :

SiiRf the king plcaseth forth the land to send me,—
Yea, for me too 'tis btst. I know it wtll,

That I bide not, a stumblin<^l>lock to thee
And the land's lords, whose house's foe I set-m, -

Lo, from this land I fare- to exile forth :

But, that my S(ms bv thine hand mav be re.ar«<l,

Entrf-at thou C'rron that thtv be ?i<>t baiiishi-d. 9M
.1 \>oN

Prevail I mav not, v< I must I cs-^.-iv.

MKDKA
Nav then, thv bridr bid thou to prav her sin-

That thy sons be not banished from this land.

.i.\>;oN

Yea surt'ly ; and, I trow. lur shall 1 win.

MF.UKA

If of her sister women she is one.

I too will bear a part in thine endeavour
;

For I will send her <;ifts outrivalling far

In brauty auf^ht in these davs seen, I know,
A robe fme-Sj)un, a <^(»lden diadem ;

Our sons to bear them. Now nuist an attendant 050

With all speed hither bring the ornaments.

\^IIandmaid gat-.r.
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MHAEIA

evBaiuovt'jati S* ovx, '^i* dWh jiupla,

uvBpo<i T apiajov aov jvxova ofievvtTOv

K€KT))fi^ui] re Koajiov ov ttoO ' \\\io<i

7raTpo<; irarijp hiSfoaiv eKyovoicriv ol<;.

Xu^vaOe (pepva^ rdcrBe, 7ral8e<;, etV x^P^'^
Kal rf] Tvpdvvcp fuiKapia vvpc^ij hoT€

<f>€povT€<i' ovTOC twpa /if/ATTTa Bi^erat.

iA2nN

Tt 8', CO /xaraia, Twi^Se craf k€pol<; xepw;

;

960 BoK€i^ a-rravit^eiv Bwfxa ^aaiXiKoi' ir^irXoiv,

BoKei<; Be XP^^'^^ ! cw^f, /j.^) BlBov rdBe.

eiirep yap ?;/xa9 d^iot \oyov 7ivo<;

yvvi], 7rpoOi]aei ;^/)>;/i«Ta)i', ad(f)' olB' tyco.

MHAEIA

fjL)'j fjLOi av' ire'iO'iiv Bo)pa Ka\ Oeovs Xuyo^'

Xpvcru^ Be Kpeicr(TO)v fivptcov Xoycov ^poroi^'

K€Lvy]<i 6 BaifKov, Kelva vvv av^ti 6?t"os"

vea Tvpavver roiv 8' ep.oiv iraiBoyv <^irya«f

yjrux^)'^ ai^ dWa^aifieO', ov xP'^<^ov p.6voi>.

d\\ , 0) jeKV , elaeXOovre 7rXovaiov<; Bufxov^

970 Trarpo'i veav yvvalKa, BeairoTtv B €p.i']v,

iKeTever, e^anelaOe p.i] (f)€ir/€(v x^^^'^*-'

KoapxiV BiBovTe<i—rovBe yap p.d\i(JTa Bel—

-

619 X^^P^ ^Keivi]v Bdpa Be^aaOai rdBe.

W^ a)«> T<i;^icrTa* ^tjrpl 8' mv epa Tvxeiu

€vdyyeXoi yevoiaSe irpa^avre^; xaXiO'i,

XOP02

vvv iX7riBe<i ovKeri fioi iralBcov ^ua<;, arp.a'

ovKert' areixovai yap e? ^ovov ijB)].



MEDEA

Hlessiii^s shall hers be, not one, but untold.

Who winneth thee for lord, a peerless spouse.

Who owneth ornaments which once the Sun,

My father's father, to his offspring gave !

Enler handmaid iril/i casket.

Take in ycnir hands, my sons, these bridal gifts,

And to the happy princess-bride bear ye
And give—my gifts she shall not lijrhtly esteem !

JASON

Hut, fond one, why make void thine hands of these ?

Deem'st thou a royal house hath lack of robes, 9(iO

Or fluid, deem'st thou ? Keep these and give them not.

I'or, if mv wife esteems me auglit, my wish

\N ill she prefer to treasures, well I wot.

MKOKA
Nay, speak not so : gifts sway the Ciods, thev say.

(lold weigheth more with men than countless woixls.

Hers fortune is ; Cjo<1 favoureth now her cause—
Young, and a queen ! Life would I give for ransom
Of my sons' banishment, not gold alone.

Now, children, enter ye tlie halls of wealth.

L nto your sire's new wife, mv lady-tpieen, 970

•Make suj)plication, jjr.iv ve be not exiled,

.\nd give mine ornaments—most importeth this,

That she in her own hands receive niv gifts.

Haste ye, and to your mother bring glad tidings

Of good success in that siie longs to win.

[Krcu/il JASON arid cnii.nnKN.

CHORUS
(_y/^. j^

Now for the life of the children mine hope h.ith

been turned to despairing.

No hope any more ! On the slaughterward path

even now are they faring I
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MHAEIA

Bi^erai vvfjufta y^pvcricov avaheajioyv

he^^rai Bixrrai'O^ ciiav

9S0 ^avda 8' afu^l KOfia drjaei Juv "\i^a

Koafiov avra ^epolv.

ireicru X"P'*» ufi^po(Tiv<; r avya TrtirXov uvt. a

"yjpvaoievKTov re cnecpavov irepiOiaOar

vepripoit S' j/S>; irapa vvpxf)OKop.i']<T€i.

roiov €i<i epKov ireaeirai

Koi jiolpav OaviiTOV hva-ravof arav 8'

ov\ vTr€p(f>ev^€Tai.

990 (TV 6\ oi TciXav, w KaKui>vp.<fie arp. f3

KqSefuiyp Tvpavvwv,

Tvaialv ov KareiSw^:

oXeSpov ^lOTO. 7rpoady€i<i, aXox^p

T€ aa arir/epov davarov.

hv<nav€ fioipa<;, oaov irapoixei.

p.€Ta<JTei'Ofiai Be crov aXyO'i, avr.^'

0) rdXaiva iraiBcov

fidrep, a (f)OPev<T€i<;

Tt'/tfl-a VVfl<f)lBl(i)V €V€K€V X€X^O)V,

1000 a aoi irpoXiirwv dvopuo^

oXXtj ^vvoiKei TToai^ avvevvw.
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MEDEA

The bride shall receive it, the diadem-garland that

beareth enfolden

Doom for tlie hapkss mid fjlittering sheen :

And to Set the adorning of Hades about her tresso9

golden 9S0

She shall take it her hands bt-twccn.

(Ant. 1)

F(»r its jjlamour of beauty, its splendour unearthly,

shall swiftly persuade her

To bedeck her with robe and with gold-wrought
crown : she shall soon have arrayed her

In attire as a bride in the presence of phantoms from
Hades uprisen ;

In such dread gin shall lur fett be tafn :

III the weird of death shall the hapless be whelmed,
and from Do..»m's dark prison

Shall she steal forth never again.

{Sir. 2)

And thou, wretch, bridegroom accurst, who art fain

of a princely alliance, 990

Blasting thou bringest—unknowing, un-
thinking !

—

Of life on thy sons, and thy bride shall to fuul death
plight her affiance. [sinking !

How far from thy fortune of old art thou

(.-/«/. 2)

And amidst my lamcntings I mourn fur thine anguish,

O hapless mother
Of children, who makest thee readv to

slaughter

Thy babes, to avenge thee on him who would
lawlessly wed with another, liiOO

Would forsake thee to dwell with a

prince's daughter.
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MHAEIA

nAiAArnro2
heoTTOiv , a(pdprai TralEe^ oiBe aol ^u'/v?,

fcai Sotpa i>v/x(})i] /3aal\l^i aafievrj -^epolv

iBe^ar'' elpi]vi) he TciKelOev reKvoui.
if

ea.

Tt air/^vOela earriKa^; i'-jvlk evTV^^'i »

Tt ai]v c(npey\ra^ efiTraXiv irapyjiSa,

KovK cKTfievi) TovB i^ ifiov Be)(ei \6yop ;

MHAEIA
alac.

HAiAArnros
TuB ov ^vv(pSa TOiaiv i^i]y'ye\/x€i'Gi<i,

MHAEIA
alai fia}C avdi<;.

nAiAArnros

1010 OVK olSa, 6o^>;«? B €a(f>d\i]v tvayyeXov ;

MHAEIA
yyyeiXa'i oV i)yyeiXa<i' ov ae /xepcpofiai,

nAiAArnro2
Tt B}] KaT)]<pel<i 6fj.pa kui BaKpvppoel<i ;

MHAEIA
iroWi) fi avdyKti, 7rpea/3v ravTU yap deol

Kiiyo) KaKOi'i <^povova ep.t]y^ai'T)cr(ifii]v.

nAiAArnros
ddpaer KcWei rot Kal aii tt/jo? Te/cvcov tri.

MHAEIA
oXXou? Kard^oi Trpoadev 7) rdXaiv eyco.

nAiAArnro2
ovTOi fxovT) av acov aTrefi'yr;? t€kvo)v.

Kov(f)(o<i (fiepeiv xph dvinov ovra a-vp.(f)Opd<;.
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MEDEA

£'«/^r children's ocakdian, with lhu-ukkn.

children's guardian
Mistress, remission fur thy sons of exile !

iliy gifts tlie princt'ss-bride with joy received

In hand ; and there is peace unto thy sons.

Ha!
Why dost thou stand cuiifoundtd mid good Iiap ?

Now wlierefore turntst tliou thy face away.

And dost not hear with gladness this my speech ?

MEOKA
Woe's me I

Clin.DHEX's GL'AHDIAN

'riiis cry is to tlic tidings not attuned.

MKDKA
Woe vet again I

cnn.DHEN's c.iAnDiAN

Can I have brought ill hap

Unwitting —erred in deeming these glad tidings ? lolu

MEDEA
As they are, are thy tidings : thee I blauu- not.

( IULDREN's GCAIIDIAN

W hv down-drooped is thine eye ? W liy Mow thy

tears ?

MEDEA
Needs must they, ancient ; for these things tlic (lods

And I withal—O fool I—liave ill contrived.

children's guardian
I'car not : tliy children yet shall bring thcc home.

MKOEA
Others ere then shall I send home—ah me '

cnii.onENs GiAiiniAN

Not thou alone art severed from thy sons.

Submissively must mortals bear mischance.



MHAEIA

MHAEIA

BpdcQ) TaS*. aWa ^alve ScoficiTcov eaca

10*20 Kttl iratcrl iropavv 61a )(p7) Kad^ rffxepai',

O) T€KVa T€KVa, (T(pWP fJ.€V €(TTl hi] TToXd

Kul Scofi, €V (o XiTrovra aOXiav efxe

oiKrjaer ael fn)Tpo<i iaT€py]p.evor

iyo) 5' e? aWrjv yatav elfii 8?] <^ir/a?,

Trplv a<f)(pv ovaadai Kcnriheiv evSaip.ova<;,

7rp]v XiKjpa KUi yvi'atKa kuI yafii]Xiov<i

evva<; dyfjXai Xafnrdha<i t iivaa-)(€6eiv.

0) BvarciXaiva tT;? ifi>]<i avOadia(i

oXX&)9 dp" vp.d<;, ui T€kv\ €^€0p€yfrdp.7]V,

lO.SO dXXo)<; B €p.6-)(dovv Koi KaT€^dv6i]v irovoi'i,

(TT€ppd<; iveyKOva iv t6kol<; dXyr}h6va<i.

7/ pTl]v TToB' l) Sv(TT1]V0<; €l)(^OV tXTTt'Sa?

TToWa? €v vjxlv, yTipoj3oaKi']aeiv r tfie

Kal Kardavovaav y^epau' ev TrepicneXelv,

^tjXcoTov uvBpcoTTOiar vvi> 5' oXcjXe ^?/

yXvKcla <jipovTL<;. a(f)a)v yap €(rT€pr}p.einj

XvTrpbv Bid^o) /Slotov dXyeivov t i/xoi.

vpei>; Be pLTjTep ovk^t 6pp.aaiv (plXoi^

6y^e(j6\ i<i dXXo (TX^IP'^ aTroaTavre^ /Siov.

1010 <}>^v <p€v- TL TrpoaBepKeaOe p! oppacriv, reKi'a
;

ri TrpocryeXCne top TravvaraTOv 7eXG)i';

alar ri hpuaoi ; Kaphia yap otx,€Tai,

yvvalKC^, ofipa <^aihpov 6><i eihov tgkvwv.

ovK dv Svvaip,y]V' x^tpeTCO /SovXevpara

Ta irpoadev d^co TralSa'i e/c yaia<; epoixi.

Tt Set pe Trarepa TOivhe toI^ tovtcov KaKol<i

XvTTOvcrav avTrjv 6t9 Toaa KrdaOai fcaxd

;

oi) BfJT 670)76. xaiperto /BovXevpaTa.

KaiTOL Tt irdcrxj^ ',
^ovXofiai y€X(OT 6<f)Xeiv
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MEDEA

MEDEA
I'his will I : but within the house go thou.

And I'ur my children's daily needs prepare. 1020

[AxzV childken's guahdian,

() childrenj cliildren, yours a city is,

And yours a honiCj where, leaving wretched me,
Ve sliall abide, for ever niotlierless !

I shall go exiled to another land,

Ere I have joyed in you, have seen your bliss.

Ere I have decked for you the couch, tiie bride.

The bridal bower, and held the torch on hi<^h.

() me accurst in this my desperate mood I

Tor nauj^ht, for nau^jht. mv babes, I nurtured you,

And all for naught I laboured, travail-worn, l<t:<0

Hearing sharj> anguish in vour hour of birth.

Ah for the hopes—unhappy I— all mine hopes

Ot ministering hands about mine age,

Of dying folded round with loving anns.

All men's desire ! But now— 'tis jwst
—

'tis past.

That sweet imagining 1 Forlorn of you
A bitter life and woeful shall I waste.

Vour mother never more with loving eyes

.Shall yc behold, jiassed to another life.

Woe I woe ! why gaze your eyes on me, my
darlings? 1040

W liy smile to me the latest smile of all ?

Alas I what shall I do? Mine heart is failing

As I behold the light in my sons' eyes

!

Women, 1 cannot ! farewell, purposes

O'erpast ! I take my children from the land.

What need to wring their father's heart with ills

Of these, to gain myself ills twice so many ?

Not I, not I ! Ye puqioses, farewell

!

Yet—yet—what ails me ? Would I earn derision,
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MHAKIA

\OoO eyOpoiK; fieOclo-a tov<; e'/iors- a^i]fi[ov<;;

To\fJ.i]Teov T«5'. aWa t/}? fV')'^ KciKrj^,

TO /fai irpoecrdai fxaXdaKOix; \6yov^ <f)pei'L

y^oypeiTe 7rat<5e9 ch Bo/xov^' otw he p.i]

6€fii<i irapelvai rol-i ifioicri Ovpacriv,

avTM fieXrjcrer X^^P^
^' °^ hia<pdepoi.

a a.

^?) h?)ra, dvpe, /.i7] (TV 7 epyaarj rdBe'

taaov avTOv^, w raXaz', (fyeicrat TeKvwv
iKel /xfO' i)p6)v ^covre'i ev(f)pavovai ae.

f.ia T0U9 Trap "Atdij veprepov^ a\uaropa<;,

inGO ovjOL TTor ecrai rovS' oVo)? i-)(dpol<i iyco

7ralBa<; irapijaco tov<; ip.ov<i KaOv^piaat.

[ttuvto}'^ a(f>^ ovayKt] Ka-rdavelv irrei hk XP'h
y)fl€l<; KT€VOU/.l€l' o'lTTep €^ecf)V(Tafl6l>.]

7ruvT0}<; 'ireirpo)~ai ravTa, kovk iK(f)€v^€Tai.

Kal Bj] Vi Kparl aje^avof;, ev TreTrXoicri 8e

vvfjxbr) Tvpavvo<; oWvrai, ctikP^ olB^ eyco.

itW , elfii yap 5?) rXTjfioveaTarTjv ohov,

Ka\ TOvaBe rrefi'^w TXyjfioveaTepav er/,

Trat^a? irpocrenreiv /3ov\op.ai. S6r\ o) TCKva,

1070 ^ot' acnracracrdai pr]Tp\ Se^tav Xt'/Jct-

d) (ftiXTarrj xe//o, (^iXraTOv Be jjloi (T~op.a

Ka\ (j\7]P'0. Ka\ irpoawTTOv €vy€ve<; reKVfov,

€vSai/j.ovoLTi)i', aXX. eAcer ra 8' ivOahe

TraTrjp «^aXeT . w yXvKeia irpoa/SoXij,

0) pa\6aKo<; XP^'^ Trvev/xd ff' tjSkttov reKvrov.

Xcopelre ;^co/)etT'. ovKer el/A Trpoa^eTreip

Ota r eV vfJ-u<;, dWa viKMfiai KaKol^.

Kai iiavduvoj fiev 61a hpdv fiiWw KaKu'

6vp.o<i hk Kpeicrawv tcov eficov ^ovXevfidrav,

1080 oairep peyiartov ahio^ KaKcov fipOToh.
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MKDEA

I.cltinp; inv foes slip fVum mine hand unpunished ? 1050

I must dare tliis. Out on my coward mood
I'liat let words of relentin<f touch mine lieart I

Children, pass ye within. [Kreitnl ciim-DHkn.

Now, whoso may not

Sinless be present at my sacrifice,

On his head be it : mine hand faltereth not.

Oh 1 oh !

heart, mine heart, do not—do not this deed !

Let them be, wretched heart, sjwire thou my babes!

I'here dwelling; with me shall they gladden thee.

Xol—bv the nether fiends that dwell with Hades,
Never shall this betide, that I will leave lOGO

My children for my foes to trample on I

They needs must die. And, since it needs must be.

Even I will slay them, I, who gave tiiem life.

All this is utter doom ;—she shall not 'scape I

^'i-a, on her head the wreath is ; in my robes

The princess-bride is perishing— I know it

!

Hut— for I fare on journey most unha]i])y,

And shall speed these on yet unhap])ier^
1 would speak to my son*:. [lic-cnlcr ciiM,i)ru.\.

(live, O iny babes,

(tIxc to your mother the right hand to kiss. 1"T0

() dearest hand, O lips most dear to me,
( ) form and noble feature of my children,

Blessing be on you

—

there !^Un- all things here

^Our sire h.ith stolen. Sweet, O sweet embrace !

( ) children's roseleaf skin, O balmy breath !

.Vway, away I Strength faileth me to gaze

On you, but I am overcome of evil. [A'.rcw«/ children.

Now, now, I learn what horrors I intend :

But passion overmastereth sober thought

;

And this is cause of direst ills to men. 1080



MHAEIA

X0P02

TToWaKi'i y']Sri

Sia 'Xe'TTTOTepoiv /ivOcov efioXov

Kal 7r/J09 afxiWa^; ifkOov fM€L^ou<;

V XPh yeveav drfKvv ipevvav

aWa yap taTiv fiovaa Kal j)/u.7v,

1] 7rpoaofMi\€L aocpla'i tveKev

TTuaaiai fiev ov' iravpov Be jevo^—
fjuav ^ iv TToWaU evpoi<; av Xaw^—
OVK UTTOflOUaOV TO yVVttlKWV.

1090 teal <f}7]pi l3poroiv o'l-ivh elaiv

TTapLirav cnreipoi puih e(f)vr€vaav

7ralBa<;, '7rpo(f)ip€iv el<i einv)(ictv

TOiV yeiva/xevcov.

ol /.Lev aTCKVoi Bi cnreipocrvvijv

eW^ 7]Sv ^poToU e^r' avLapov

Trat&e? reXedova ovxt Tvxovra

TToWoiv p.6-)(6oiv airexovrar

olat he TeKvcov eariv ev oI'koi<;

yXvKepov ^d<jrr)p,\ eaopoi fieXeTTj

1100 KaraTpv^ofxevovs top airavTa )(p6vov'

TrpcoTov fiev ottw? dpeyfrovai /caXco?

^iorov 9^ oTTodev \e'i^ovai TeKvoi<i'

€Tt 5' €K rovTo)v €iT fVi (ji\avpoi<i

etr eirl )(^pr]cnol^

fiox^ovai, To8' earlv aSrjXov,

' Elnislcy : for MSS. iroDpoc 8« 8^ (or n) ytvoi.

368



MEDEA

CHORUS

1

Full oft ere this my soul hath scaled

Lone heights of thought, empyreal steeps,

Or plunged far down the darkling deeps,

Where woman's feebler licart hath failed :—

Yet wherefore failed ? Should woman find

No inspiration tiirill her breast,

Nor welcome ever that sweet guest

Of Song, that uttereth Wisdom's mind ?

Alas I not all ! Few, few are they,

—

IVrchance amid a thousand one

Thou shouldest find,—for whom the sun
Of poesy makes an inner day.

Now this I say—calm bliss, that ne'er

Knew love's wild fever of the blood,

The pains, the joys, of motherhowl,
Passeth all parents' joy-blent care.

The childless, they that never prove

If sunshine comes, or cloud, to men
With babes—far lie beyond their ken

The toils, the griefs, of parent-love.

But they whose halls with flowerets sweet
Of childhood bloom— I mark them aye

Care-fretted, travailing alway

To win their loved ones nurture meet.
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MHAEIA

ev 5e TO TTcivrwv XoiaOiov ijlij

iraaiv KUTepoi OmjToiaL kukov

Kal Bi] yap a\i<; ^lorov 6^ ijvpov,

crayp-d t e? T]^yjv rjXvOe T€Kva>p

)(pi]<T7oi T iyevovT' 6t 6e Kvprjcreu

1110 haipxov ovra, (f>povBo<; €<;"AiBr]v

6dvaT0<; 7rpo<pepo)v acopura TeKvwv.

TTOt)^ OVV \V€1 7rpu<i Tol'i ilWoi'i

TTjvK €71 XvTrrjv dvtapoTaTijv

iraiBcOV €l'£K€V

Ovt]Toi(Ti ^eoi"s €7ri^(iW(iv;

MHAEJA

(plXai, TTiiXat Bi] Trpoap-evovaa ~i}i> rv\y]v

KapaBoKOi TuKciOev ol Trpo^ijcrerai.

Kal Bi} BiBopKa TovBe rcov laVoro^

(nelxovT OTraBwv irvevp.a 6' jjpeOiap^vop

11'20 BeiKVvaiv w? ri Kaivov dyyeXel KaKov.

ArrEA02

w Biivov epyov 7rapav6p(o<i elpyaapivq

M;;6e/a, <f)€vy€ <f>€vy€, p-^jre vatav

\nrova uTTfjvjjv p.j]T o^ov TreBoaTt/St").

MHAEIA

Tt 8' d^iov poi TijaBe ruyxdvei ^vyi)<;;

ArrEAOS

6\w\ev rj jvpavvo^ apriw^ Kopr)

Kpecov 0^ 6 (f}vcra'i (pappciKcou tCov awv vtto.
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MEDEA

III

One toils with love more strong than doHth :

Vet—yet—who knoweth whether he
A wise man or a fool shall he

To whom he shall his wealth heqneath ?

But last, but worst, remains to tell :

For though ye pet you wealth <-n(»w,

And though your sons to manhood grow.
Fair sons and good :- if Death the (ell,

To Hades vanishing, bears do\\n I HO
Your children's lives, what profit is

That Heaven hath laid, with all else, this

Upon mankind, lone sorrow's crown ?

MKDKA
Iriciids, long have I, abiding fortune's hap,

l-Apectcd what from yonder shall befall.

And lo, a man I see of Jason's train

Hitherward coming: his wild-fluttering breath

I'roclaimeth him the herald of strange ills. 1120

Enter messf.nokr.

MESSKNfiKR

O thou who hast wrought an awful deed md
lawless.

Flee, O Medea, flee, nor once leave thou

The sea-wain, or the car that scours the plain.

MKDKA
Now what hath happed that calleth fur such flight ?

MESSENGER

Dead is the princess even now. and dead
Creon her father, by thy poison-drugs.

R R 2



MHAEIA

MHAEIA
KaXkicrTOv eiTTtt? fivdov, iv 8' evepyejai^

TO XoiTTOv i]8y] Kal (f)i\oi<; e/xoi? ecret.

ArrEAOS

TL
(f)^<;;

(f)poveL<; fMCV 6p9a kov p-aivei, juvai,

1130 7;Ti9 Tvpdvvcov kariav rjKi(jp.evrjv

')^aip€i<; Kkvovaa kov (^o^el ra roidSe;

MHAEIA

€X(^ Tt Kiiyco TOif 76 crow ivavTLOV

Xoyoiaiv elTrelv dWa /t?) airipxov, <f)iXo^,

Xi^ov 8' 07r&)9 wXovTO' SU joaov yap av

T€pylr€ia<i I'jfid^, el ledvdcri TrayKdvay;.

ArrEA02

€7r€i TeKucov aoiv yXOe Sltttvxo^ yovi)

avv Trarpl kol fraprfKde i'UfiipiKov<i B6fiov<;,

ijaOrj/jLev o'iirep croi? eKufivo/xev kukoU
S/xwe9* Bl oi[KO)V 8' €v$v<; i]V ttoXix; X0709

1140 ae Kal Troaiv aov i>etKO<i icnreiadai to irpiv.

Kvvel 8' 6 p,h> ri<i X^^P> ^ ^^ ^avOov Kdpa

Tralhwv eyco Be Kavro'i })oovPj<; viro

aTeya<; yvvaiKoyv avv reKvoi^ d/M ecrTro/jLijP.

Beairoiva B' t')v vvv avrl aov Savfxd^o^ev,

7rp\v fiev TeKvcov awv elaiBelv ^vvcopiBa,

Trpodvfxov elx o(f)OaX/j,oi' et? Idaoj'a'

e-rrena fxei'TOt, 7rpouKa\v\}raT o/xfiaTa

XevKj]V t' d7reaTpe-\lr €p.vaXiv iraprjiBa,

ttulBcov fivaax^^^f^ elaoBov;- iroai^; Be ao<;

1150 6pyd<; d<f>ripei Kal yoXoi/ v€dviBo<;

Xey(ov ruB • ov fir) Bvafxevrji; eaei (f>LXoi<;,

Travaei Be dv/xov Kal irdXiv arpeyfrei<; Kapa,

)i\ou9 vofii^ova^ ovaTvep dv nroai's aeOev,

)e^€L Be Buypa Kal irapaLTijaei irarpo<i
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MEDEA

MEDEA
A glorious tale thou tellcst : thou henceforth

A rt of my benefactors and my friends.

MESSENGER

What say'st ? Of sound mind art thoUj and not

mad.
Who, hearing of the havoc of the heartli 1130

Of kings, art glad, and hast no fear for this ?

MEDEV
O yea : I too with words of controversy

Could answer thee :—yet be not hasty, friend,

But tell how died they : thou shouldst gladden nic

Doubly, if these most horribly have perished.

MES.SEN(iEll

When, with their father, came thy children twain,

And passed into the halls for marriage decked.

Glad were we thralls who sorrowed for thy woes;

And straightway buzzed from ear to ear the tale

Of truce to old feuds 'twixt thy lord and thee. 1140

One kissed the hand, and one the gciUlcn head

Of those thy sons : mvself by jt»v drawn on

Followed thv children to the women's bourrs.

Now she which had our wor^hip in thy stead.

Ere she beheld tiiy chariot-yoke of sons.

Aye upon Jason turned her yearning gaze.

But then before her eyes she cast her veil.

And swept aback the scorn of her white neck,

Loathing thy sons' approach ; but now thy lord,

To turn the maiden's wrath and spite aside, UflO

Thus spake :
" Nay, be not hostile to thy friends :

Cease from thine anger, turn thine head again.

Accounting friends whomso thy spouse accounts.

Their gifts receive, and plead thou with thy sire
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MIIAEIA

<f)vya<; d<f)€h'ai iraLal rolaK, e/itji' ^(dpiv ;

7) B' 0)9 eaelBe Kocrfiov, ovk rjviay^ejo,

dW T]V€<T di'Bpl TTavTW /cal irpiv €K Bo/kov

fui/cpav (iTrelvai iruTepa koI TralSa^ aidev,

Xa^ovaa TriirXov^ iroiKiXoV't i)p.'n-L(j\€70,

)(^pv(Jovv re Oelaa aTe(f>ai>oi' ()p(f)i ^ocrTpv)(oi'i

\a/j.7rpo) KaTOTTTpro <T)(7)paTi^€Tat Kufirp',

liylrvxov e.Koi irpoa-yeXoyaa acofiuTO^.

KUTreiT dvaarda €k dpovoiv ciepyeTat

ariya<i, d/Bpov ^alvovaa TraWevKcp irohi,

Bcopoi^ vTrep^aipovaa, iroXXd TroXXdKi<i

rei'OPT ev opOhv oppxiai crKOTrovfieu}],

Tovvdevhe p.€VTOi Beii'oi' yi' O^ofi iSecv

')(poidi' yap dXXd^acra Xe^pia ttuXiv

X^P^^ Tpcfiovaa KoiXa, kuI p.uXi<; (f)Odv€i

6p6voi(Jiv ip.ir€aovcra /x>; y^apxii Trecnlv.

Kai Ti<i yepaid irpoairoXoiv, Bu^aad irov

y Ilaj'ov opyd'i i) rivo'i deoiv poXelv,

dv(iiX6Xv^€, irpiv y opd Bid crro/ia

^oypovvTa Xevtcov d<^pov, opfidrcov r «7ro

Kopwi (rTpe<pov(Tai>, alp.d t ovk ivov XP^^'
eW dvTip.oX7rop r)K€v oXoXvyrj'i p.c'/av

KWKvrov. evOv^ S' »} p.€P eh Trarpo^ B6p.ov<;

ctp/jirja-ev, 7) Be Trpo^ tov a/JTt'co? iroaiv,

(ppdaovcra i>v/j.(f)7]<; avpcfiopd^- diraaa Be

areyrj ttukvoIciv eKrinrei Bpop-t'ifiacrtv.

i'jBT] B dv eX/ccov KwiXov eKirXedpov Bpofxov

raYv<i ^aBiaT7]^ repp-ovcov di>07j7r-€TO-

7) o e^ dvavBov kuI fivaavro<i opparo^j

Beivov CTTevd^aa 7) rdXaiv TjyeipeTO-

BnrXovv yap avrf] TTrjp eizeaTpaTevero.

Xpvaov<: pev dp^\ Kpari Keip^voi TrXo/fo?
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MEDEA

Tu jwrdou these their exile— tor luy sake."

She, when slie saw the attire, could not refrain.

Hut yielded her lord all. And ere their father

I'ar from her bower with those thy sons had gone,

She took the rich-wrought robes and clad herself,

Circling her ringlets with the golden crown, IICO

And by a shining mirror ranged her tresses,

Smiling at her own phantom image there.

riitii, rising from her se.it, adown the halls

.She paced with mincing tread of ivorv feet,

I'.xulting in the git"ls, and oftentimes

Sweeping her glance from neck to ankle-hem.
Hut then was there a fearful sight to see.

.•-iuddenly changed her colour : reeling back

With trembling limbs she goes ; and scarce in

time

Drops on the couch to fall not on the ground. 1170

Then a grey handmaid, deeming peradventure

I'hat fren/y was of Pan or some (itnl sent,

H.iiscd the prayer-cry. before she siiw the foam
W hite-frothing from her lips, or marked how lulh

d

Her eyeballs, and her face's bloodless hue ;

Then a long cry of horror, not of prayer,

She shrilled forth. Straight to her fatlier's chambers
one

Darted, and one unto her new-made s|K»use,

To tell the bride's affliction : all the roof

Echoed with multitudinous-hurrying feet. 1180

And a swift athlete's straining limbs had paced
Hv this the full length of the furlong course,

\\ hen she from trance all sjjeechlcss of closed eves
In anguish woke with horrible-shrilling shriek

;

For like two charging hosts her tonnent came :

—

The golden coil about her head that lay
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MHAEIA

OavfiaaTcv let vdfia 7raiJ.(pdyov TTvpo^'

TreTrXoi he Xeinoi, aoiv t€Kvcov ScopyjfuiTa,

\€7rTr]v eSaiTTOV acipKa t>}>> 8vaBaip.oi'0^.

1100 ^evyei S' avacrraa ck dpovwv Trvpovfxim],

creiovcra y^aiTijv Kpind r dWor dWocre,

plyp-ai OeXovaa (TT€(pavov «XX' dpap6TQ)<;

avvZecrp-a )(pv(Jo<i et;^e, irvp h\ iirel Kop.i)v

taeiae, fiCiWov St? t6<x(o<; t eXdfiTreTo.

TTiTvei S" e'<» OL'Sa? (Tvp.(f)opa I'lKccfievij,

7r\?;j' Tco t€k6vti Kapra hvajxadi]^ iSelv

OVT 6p.p.('iroiv yap SfjXo-i ?]v KaTaarao'i'i

OVT €v(f>ve<; irpocroiTroi', aJfUi 8' e^ d/cpov

ecrra^e /cpaTo^ crvfnreffivpp.ivov irvpi.

1200 (TdpK€<; 5' dir oajecov wcrre irevKivov Sd/cpv

yvadp.ol<i dhi}\oi<; <j)appdK(i)v uTreppeov,

heii'oi' Oeapa- vCicn 5' i]v (f)6l3o<; Oiyelv

veKpov- Tvyrjv yap ei^opev StSdaKaXov.

7raTJ]p S" o rXy'jfKov (Tvp.(f)opct<i dyvwcria

d(f)i>(0 TrapeXSoDV Bcofia TrpoairiTvei veKpw'

o)fi(o^€ 8' €vdv<i, fcal TrepnTTv^wi B€fia<i

Kvvel irpoaavhoiv TOidh^' &» hixnyjve iral,

tU a &>8' uTi/io)<; Baipoi'cov aTTcoXecre ;

TK TOP yepovra tv/j./3oj' 6p(f)avbi> aWev
1210 TiOrjaiv ; o't/xot, awddvoipi crot, t^kvov.

iirei Be Opi'jvcov kuI yocov eTravaaTO,

y^prj^wv yepaiov e^avacxTtjcrai Bipa<i

7rpo(T€i\€d' (oare Kiacro^ tpveaiv Bd(l)vi]<i

Xe-molai 7re7rXoi9, Beivd 8' tjv iraXaiapaia'

6 pkv yap )'}OeX^ e^avaarijcrai yovv,

7) Bi dvTeXd'l^vT ' €1 Be Trpof /Biav dyot,

adpKa<i yepaia^ ecrrdpaaa utt oarecov.

j^^povui 5' direa^rj ^ Kai p.edr]\ 6 Bvapopot

' Scaliger : for iwecTTjj.



MEDEA

Gan spurt a marvellous stream of ravening fire :

The dclieate robes, the gift thy ehildren brought,

Had taiigs to gnaw her delicate tortured flesh !

L'pstarting from her seat slic flees, all flame, 1190

Shaking her hair, her head, this way and that,

To east from her the crown ; but (irmly fixed

'J'he gold held fast its grip : the fire, whene'er

She shook her locks, with doubled fury bla/ed.

Then agony-vancpiished falls she on the floor.

Marred past all knowledge, save for a fathers eyes.

\o more was seen her eyes' imperial calm,

No more her comely features ; but the gore

I)rip])ed from her head's crown flecked with blended

fire.

The flesh-flakes from lur bones, like the pine's tears, 1200

Neath that mysterious drug's devourings melted,

—

Dread sight I
— and came on all folk fear to touch

The corpse : her hideous fate had we for warning.

But, ignorant of all, her wretched sire,

."suddenly entering, falls upon her cor|)se,

And straightwav wailed and clasped the body round.

And kissed it, crying, " O n>y hapless child.

What God thus iiorribly hath thee destroyed ?

Who maketh this old sepulchre bereft

Of thee ? .\h me, would I might die with thee !
" 1210

Hut when from wailing and from moans he ceased,

Fain would he have upraised his aged frame.

Yet clave, as ivy clings to laurel boughs

To the filmy robes : then was a ghastly wrestling ;

For, while he strained to upraise his knee, she

seemed
To upwrithe and grip him : if by force he haled,

Torn from the very bones was his old flesh.

Life's light at last quenched, he gave up the ghost,
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MHAEIA

yp'V^^^yjv KaKov yap ovk€t i}v v7repT€po<;.

1220 Keivrai Be vexpoi iraU re kuI yepcov Trarrjp

7re\a<;, irodeivi] BaKpvotcrt av/xcpopd.

Kal fioi TO fiev aoi> eKirohoiV earoi \uyov
yvQxrei yap avTi) ^i]fjua<i drroa'rpoipi'jv.

rd dvrjTa S' ov vvv Trpcorov f)yovfiai ckuiv,

ovB) dv Tpeaa<i el'Troifxi toi'9 ao(f>ov<i ^pojQyv

hoKOvvia<i elvai Kal pepip.i>7]rd<i Xoycov,

rovTov<; p.eyi(7Ti]v l^tjpiav 6(f)\iaKdi>eiv.

dvrjTOiv yap ouBei<i eariv evSaifxcov dvi'jp'

dX^ov S' eTTippvevTO'i evTV\eaTepo<;

1230 dWov yevoiT dv a\Xo9, €vBaip.o)v 8' dv ov.

X0P02

€Oix Bai[X(i3v TToXXa -rffB iv rjfiepa

Kafcd ^vvuTTTeiv €vBlko)<; ^Idaovi.

0) T\rjp.ov, (09 aov avp.(^opd<i oiKreipofiev,

Kop-q KpiovTo<;, T/Ti? €l<;"A.iBov B6fiou<:

o'lyei ydfiwv eVart ru)V ^ldaovo<;.

MHAEIA
(piXai, BeBoKTai rovpyov a)9 Tu^iaTa /j,ol

7raiBa<i KTavovarj rfjcrB' d(^opp.d<jdai ^Oov6<i,

fcal fiJ) (T'^oXijv dyovcrav eKBovvai reKva

dXXr) (povevaai Bvap^vecrrepa xepi.

1240 TraVro)? o"^' dvdyKi] Kardavelv eirei Be XPV>
i)pe2<; Krevovpev, o'lvep e^e(f) veraper.

dXX' eT ottXi^ov, fcapBia. ri p.eXXop^v

ra Beivd KuvayKala pi) Trpdaaeiv kuku ;

ay, d) rdXaiva X^'/' ^VV' ^a/^f ^i(f>0's,

\ay9', epTre Trpo<; /3aX/3lBa XvTryjpdv ^iov,

Kal pr) KaKicrQfi^ pijB^ dvapvrjaOfj<; reKvcov,

ft)? (f>iXrad\ o)? €TiKTe<;' dXXa TijvBe y€
XaOou ^pa'xelav Tjp.€pav iraiBiov credev,
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MEDEA

Ill-starred, down-sinking 'nt-ath destruction's sea.

There lie the corpses, child by grey old sire 1220

Clasped ;— such affliction tears, not words, must
mourn.

And of thv part nu word be said by me :
—

Thyself from puiiishuuiit wilt fnul escape.

Hut man's lot now, as oft, I count a shadow,

Nor fear to say that such as seem to be

In wit most keen of men, most subtle of speech.

Even these pay heaviest penalty of all
;

Tor among mortals happy man is none.

In fortune's riood-lide might a man become
More prosperous than his neighbour : haj)pv ?—no I 1230

[i:.ri(.

CHOHIS
Fortune, mcseems, with many an ill this day
Doth compass Jason,—yea, and rightfullv.

]5iit O the ])ity of thy calamity,

Daughter of Creon, who to Hades' halls

Hast passed, because with thee would Jason wed

!

MEDEA
I'riends, my resolve is taken, with all speed

To slav mv children, and to Hee this land.

And not to linger and to yield my sons

To death by other hmds more merciless.

They needs must die : and, since it iieeds must be, 1240

Even I will give them death, who gave them life.

Up, gird thee for the fray, mine heart ! Why loiter

To do the dread ill deeds that must be done ?

Come, wretched hand of mine, grasp tliou the sword
;

Grasp !—on to the starting-iK»int of a blasted life !

Oh, turn not craven !—think not on thy babes,

How dear they are, how thou didst bear them : nay.

Tor this short day do thou forget thy sons,
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MHAEIA

Kairena Opi'ivei. koI yap d KT€V€i<i a(f>', ofxco^

12oU (PiXoi 7 €(f)V(rai>—^vaTV^^Jj^; B eyco yvv)'].

X0P02

iQ) Yd T€ Kal Tra/i^a?)? arp

axrl<; 'AeX/ou, Karihei' iBere rav

6\o/j.€vap yuvaiKa, irpiv <f)oiviai'

reKi'Oi^ TTpoa^aKelv ^ep' uvtokjovov*

cd<; yap (itto ^pvcia^ yovd^

e^a<7T€V, 0€ou 8' a'tfiari Trtrveiv

(f>6^o<i v'TT dvepcov.

dWcl viv, <f)(io<; Bioy€vi<;, Ktireip-

ye, Kardiravaov, efeV oikcov tuXui-

1'2C0 }'av (^oviav r ^Kpipvv vrr dXaaropoiv,

fidrav p.o')(do<; eppei TeKViov, avr

dpa fiurav y€vo<; (^iXiov tre/ces", w

Kvavedv Xiirovaa 'S.vfnrXtjydBcov

ireTpdv d^fvcoTarav elcr^oXdv.

heiXaia, ri aoi (ppevtov ^apis

)(^6Xo<i TrpoaTTiTvei. Ka\ Bvcrfxevi)^

<f>6vo<; dfiei^erai

;

^aXerra yap ^porot^ 6/j.oyevij fud-

(Tfiari" eTTt yaiav avTO(f)uvrai<i avvro'

1270 ha OeoOev ttItvovt eVt B6/jloi^ "X^hf
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MEDEA

Ihereafter mourn them. For, although thou slay,

^'et (K-ar thevare, and I—am wretched, wretched ! 1250

[F.sil MEDK.A.

CilOltUS

{Sir.)

O Ivuih, O all-revealing splendour

Ot the Sun, look down on a woman accurst,

Or ever she slake the murder-thirst

Of a mother whose hands would smite the tender
I'ruit of her womb.

Look down, for she sprang of thy lineage golden :

Man's vengeance threatens—thy seed arc holdcn
Neath the shadow of doom !

Mut thou, O he.iven begotten glorv.

Flestrain her, refrain her : the wretched, the gory

Erinys by demons dogged, we implore thee, IJOu

Snatch thou from von home !

{Ant.)

For naught was the cliildbirth-travail wasted ;

For naught didst thou bear tluin, the near

and the dear,

O thou who hast tied through the Pass of Fear,

From the dark-blue Clashing Crags who luist

hasted

Speeding thy flight

!

Alas for her !—whcretorc hath grim wrath

stirred her

Through depths of her soul, that ruthless

murder
Her wrongs must requite ?

For stern upon mortals the vengeance falleth

For kin's blood spilt ; from the earth it calleth,

A voice from the Gods, and the slayers appalleth

On whose homes it shall light. 1270
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MHAEIA

nAI2 a'

offwt, Tt Bpdao) ; irol ^v-</w fiT]Tpo<i y^epa'i

;

nAi2 3'

OVK olh , a8eX(/)e (f)i\TaT' oWv/^eaOa ycip,

XOP02

aKOV€i<i ^oav uKOvei^ reKvatv ;

la) rXafioi', (o KaKOTV)(€^ yi'vai.

•jrapeXOio h6p.ov<; ; apfj^ai (f>ovov

SoKcl fWt T€KVOl<;.

nA12 a'

vat, TT/Jo? OeoiV, opij^ar • eV ^(ovti yap.

nAI2 /3'

o)? e77U9 7;S»; 7 iap.ev apKvwv ^tc^ouf.

xcos

TaXaii*', &)? ap' ijaOa Trerpo? 17 alSa-

1280 /30<»i «T^? TeKVCOV OV €T€K€^

apoTOV avTox^tpi fwipa kt€V€i<;.

fuav 6i] k\vo) p.iav twv 7rupo<;

yvvaiK ev (f)iXoi^ X^P^ /SaXeiv TeKvnt^,

^\v(ti fiaveicrav e/c dedv, 60' i) Ai6<;

Sdfiap viv i^eirepL^e Sco/xdrcov dXr].

iTLTViL 8' d ToKaiv eV dXfiav (ftoveo

reKvwv Bvcrcrenel,

a/cTT;? vTrepreivaca TrovTia<; iroBa,

Bvoiv re TralBoiv avvdavova diroKKvrai.
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MEDEA

[rHiLDRKN s cries behind the xcriiex^

riiiLt) I

/r//rt/ xhall I do ^—hoifjlcc iny uiuihcr's hands ?

CHILI) 2

/ know not, dearest brother. Death is here !

CHOIUS
Ah the cry I- dost tlioii licar it ?—the children's crv !

\\ ritch !—woman of cursed destiny I

Shall I enter? My heart erieth, " He^eue the

eliildren from murder ni<;h 1

"

[ They heal at the barred doors.

nULD I

llrlp !—- for the doihs' sake help ! Sitre is nur need !

CMM-I) 2

The .snord's death-net is closinr; round us nior !

I .S;7^«< t' nilhin. liloini Jlotrs out beneath the dour. 7'he

women shrink back.^^

ciioHi >;

Wretch I of wliat rock is thy l)rea.st ? - <>f \\ hat steel

is the heart of tliee moulded.
That the babes tlmu hast lM»nie, with the seHs;iine

hands that with love have enfolded I2S0

These, thou h.'ust set thee to slay ?

Of one liave I heard that laid hands on her lo\ed

ones of (jld, one only.

Even Ino distrauj^ht of the (iods, when Zeus' bride

drave her, lonely

And lost, from her home to stray
;

And she fell— ah wretch !—on the brink as she
stood

Of the sea-scaur : guilt of children's blood

Dragged downwards her feet to the salt sea Hood,

.\nd she died with her children twain.
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MHAEIA

1290 Tt ht]T ovv 'yivoiT av ert

yvvaiKcov \€^o<; irokvirovov

oaa ^poTol^ epe^a<; ijBi] kukg.

IA2nN

'yvvac/c€<; a'i rijaS' iyyv<; earaje ariyij'j,

ap iv Bofioiatv i) ra Beiv elpyacrfiepT]

^hjBeia TOi(jih\ t) fxedearrjKev (fivyfj ;

Bel yap vtv 1)701 y?)^ <T<f)€ Kpv^Bi^vaL kutco,

7; Trrrjvov apai aw^ i<; aWepo<i ^ddo'i,

el fir] Tvpdvvcov BcofUKXiv Bcoaei Bi/cy]v.

TreiroiO inroKTeivada KOipdvoi«; ^Ooi'o<i

1300 fi6(po<; avTi) TcovBe (})ev^€adai Bofiwv ;

dW ov yap avT7]<; ^povriB* d}<; TeKvwv €X^'
K€ivi]v fuv ov<i eBpacrev ep^ouaiv KaKO)<;,

ijXMV Bk TralBcov jjXOov cKacoacov jSiov,

fxij fioi ri Bpdawa oi 7rpoa7jKovT€<; yivei,

fiTjTpcpov iK7rpdacrovT€<; dvoaiov <^6vov.

XOP02

ft) tXt)fiov, ovK OLcrd^ ol KttKwv iXi}\vda<;,

laaov ov yap rovaS' civ i(^diy^oi \6yov^.

IA2r.N

ri B earn' ; ?; ttou Kafi diroKrelvaL OiXet ;

XOP02

naiBa redvcKji %ef/3< fxijTpcoa ciOev.

lAiriN

1310 otfioi Tt Xe^€f9 ; w9 /i' d'7roiK€(Ta<i, yvvai.

XOP02

a>9 ov/ceT ovTcov <jwv t€kvq)v (f>p6vri^e 81].
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MEDEA

What ghastlier horror remains to be wrought?
O bride-bed of women, with anguish frauglit, 1200

What scathe ujX)n mortals ere now hast thou

brought.

What manifold bane !

Enter jason, ivilh servants.

JASON

Women, whieh stand anear unto this roof

—

Is she witlun the halls, she who hath wrought
Dread deeds, Medea, or in Hight jvissrd thence?
For either must she hide her 'neath the earth.

Or litl on wings her frame to heavcji's far depths.

Or taste the vengeance of a royal house.

How, trusts she, having murdered the land's lords,

Scatheless herself from these halls forth to flee ? 1300

Yet not for her care I, but for my sons.

Whom she hath wronged shall recompense her
wrong

:

But I to save my children's life am come,
Lest to my grief the kinsmen of the dead
Avenge on them their mother's impious murder.

ClloIlUS

\N retch, thou know'st not how deep thuu art whelmed
in woe,

Jason, or thou hadst uttered not such words.

JASON

What now ?—and is she fain to slay me too?

CHORIS
Thy sons are dead, slain by the mother's hand.

JASON

Ah me !—what say'st thou ?—thou hast killed me,
woman

!

1310

cnonrs
Thy children are no more : so think of them.
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MHAEIA

IA2nN

TToD 7a/) viv €KT€iv , €VTo<; T) e^codev Bofioov ;

XOP02

7ry\a? avoi^a<; croyv reKvcov oyjrei <f>6vov.

IA2nN

'y^aXuTe KXfjBa<; &><? raj^icna, irpocnToKoi,

CKXveO apfiovs, w? iBo) BiirXovv kukov,

TOi'? ix€v davovra^, t^v he ria-wfiai <f>6v(p.

MHAEIA

Tt rdcSe Kti>€i<; Kui'afioyXeveii; 7rvXa<;,

vcKpovs ipevvwv Ka/j.€ tjjv €tpyacrfj.evj]v ;

•jravaai irovov tovB^- el S' e/xov \peiav exea,
1320 Xe'7' €1 ri /3ovX€t, X^fpi 3' ov yjravaeii; ttotL

TotovB 6^i]pxt 7raTp6'i"]\X(o<; irarrjp

BiSaxTiv i)p.iv, €pvp.a TroXf/t/a? X€p6<;.

IA2nN

0) p2(70<;, 0) p,eyt(TTOv e-^diarrj "yvvai

deal's re Kap,ol iravri t avBpMTTWv yevei,

i)Ti<; rexvoiai aolcr/u €p,/3aXeiv ^i(fyo^

erXt]^ reKovaa /cufi airaiK airioXeaa^'

KoX ravTa Bpdaaa rfXiov re Trpoa/SXeirei^

ffal yacav, epyou rXdcra Bvaae^ecnaTOv.
oXoc ' eyci) Be vvv (ftpovo), tot ov (f)poi>o)v

1330 or eK B6p.cov ere /SapfSupov r airo xOovo<;
' VjXXtjv eV oIkov 7}yo/xijv, kukov p.eya,

7rarpo<i re koI yyj<; irpoBoriv rj cr eOpeyfraro.

rov (TOP 6' dXdcrrop el^ e'/i' eaKrj-yjrav Oeoi'

Kravovcra yap 8j] aov Kiiaiv Trapecrriov,

TO KaXXlrrpwpov el(Tej3ri<i 'A/yyoO? crK(i<po<i.

'f'jp^o) p.tv eK rouovBe' vvpxf)evOeiaa Bk
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MEDEA

JA80N

How ?—slew them ? WTiere ?—within, without, tlie

halls ?

CHORUS (poinling to pavement before doors')

Open, and thou sh.ilt see thy children's corpses.

JASON

Burst in the bolts with all speed. scr\ in^-inen

—

Force hinges !— let me see this twofold horror,

—

The dead, and her,—and in her blood avenge nie !

MEDEA appears altovc ihc palace roof in a chariot

drawn htf dragons.

MEOEA
Whyshakest thou the^c dodrs and wouldst uid)ar,

Seeking thy dead and nie who wrought the deed ?

Cease this essay. If thou wouldst aught of mo,
Say what thou wilt : thine hand shall touch me never. 1320

Such chariot hath my father's sire, the .Sun,

Given me, a defence from foeman's hand.

JASON

O thing abhorred ! O woman hatefullest

To Gods, to me. to all the race of men,
Thou that couldst thrust the sword into the i)il)es

Thou bar"st. and me hast made a childless ruin !

Thus hast thou wrought, yet look'st thou on the sun

And earth, who hast dared a deed most iin))ious ?

Now ruin seize thee !— clear I see, who s.iw not

Then, when from halls and land barbarian 13.10

To a Greek home I bare tlu-c. utter b;me,

Traitress to sire and land that nurtured thee !

Thy guilt's curse-bolt on me the (Jods have latmchcd
;

For thine own brother l)y his hearth thou slewest

Ere thou didst enter fair-prowed Argo's hull.

With such deeds thou begaiuiest. Wedded then
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MHAEIA

Trap avhpX ra>he koI reKovcrd fioi riKva,

evvP]'; eKari koI Xe;^0L'9 cr^' aTrtoXctra?.

ovK ecTTiv rjTi<i tout' av 'E\X7;i't9 'yvvrj

1340 ctXt; 7rod\ wv ye irpoadev rj^iovv iyM
yrjjiai ere, Kt]Bo<; i)(6pov oXedpiov t ep,oi,

\eaivav, ov yvvalKa, t/}? Tupay]viBo<;

'^kvX\t]<; €')(ovaav dyptooTepav <f)v(riv.

«\X' ov yap dv ae pvpLOi<; oveiheai

BaKOi/xL' roLOvB^ efnrecfiVKe aoL 6pd<ro<;'

epp , alaxpoTTOie Kai reKvcov piai(f>ov€.

epol Be Tov ipov haipov aid^eiv irdpa,

o<? ovre XeKTpcov veoydp,cov ovi'jaopai,

ov 7ralSa<; ov^ €<pv(Ta Ku^edpeyjrdprjv

1350 efft) Trpoaenreiv ^(ovra<;, aXX' aTrtoXecra.

MHAEIA
fiUKpap av e^ereiva tolctB' evavriov

\6yoicriv, el pj] Zeix; Trarijp rjiricrraro

oV e^ ep,ov 7re7roi>6a<i old t elpydaw
ail 8' OVK epeX\e<i rdp dTtpdcra<> Xe^^j;

repirvov Bid^eiv /Siorov eYyeXwi^ epoi,

ovBi' 7) Tvpavvo<; ovB' 6 aol irpocrdeU ydpx}v<;

Kpiwv dvarl rijaBe p! eK/3a\eiv -)(0ov6<;.

7rp6<; ravra Kal \eaivav, el ^ovkei, KdXei

Ka\ SKvWav 1] Tvpcnjvbv (pKrjaev TreBov^^

1360 T>}«> cr/}? yap co? ^/3?) KapBia<i dvOrjylrdprjv.

lASnN

KavTij ye \v7re1 Kal KaKOiv kolvo)vo<; ei.

MHAEIA

ad<f)^ tcrOr \vei B' 0X709, 17^ crv pi) yyeXa^.

lAsnN

w reKva, pijrpo^ o)? KaK7]<; eKvpaare.

^ Reading doubtful : ffntos and wSpov have been proposed.
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MEDEA

To tliis niarij and the niutlier of my sons,

For wedlock-right's sake hast thou murdered them.
There is no Grecian woman that had dared

This :—yet I stooped to marry tliee, good sooth, 1340

Katlier than these, a hateful bride and fell,

A tigress, not a woman, harbouring

A fiercer nature than Tyrrhenian Scvlla.

But—for untold revilings would not sting

'I'hee, in thy nature is such hardihood :

—

Avaunt, thou miscreant stained with thv babes'

blood !

For me remains to wail my destiny,

Who of my new-wed bride shall have no joy.

And to the sons whom I begat and nurtured
Living I shall not speak— lost, lost to me! 1350

MEDEA
I might have lengthened out long controversy

To these thy words, if Father Zeus knew not
How I have dealt with thee and thou with me.
'Twas not for thee to set my rights at naught.
And live a life of bliss, bemocking me,
Nor for thy princess, and thy marriage-kinsman,

Creon, unscathed to banish me this land !

Wherefore a tigress call me, an thou wilt.

Or Scylla, haunter of Tyrrhenian shore
;

For thine heart have I wrung, as well behoved. 1360

JASON

Ha, but thou sorrowest too, dost share mine ills I

MEDEA
O yea : yet grief is gain, so thou laugh not.

JASON

O children mine, what miscreant mother had ye !
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MHAEIA

MHAEIA
S) TraiBc'i, ws' (oXeat^e irajpuici. voacp,

lA2nN

oinoi vvv y'jfitj Be^iu cn^ airooXeaeu,

MHAEIA
dXX' v^pi<i oi T€ aoX v€o8/xT]T€<; 7a'/ioi.

IA2riN

\€XOv<i (T<f)€
7' »;fia)<Ta9 e'lVCKa KTUvelu

;

MHAEIA

afiiKpov yvvaiKi irPjfia rovr elvat SokcI^ ;

lAlCiS

7/Tfif 7^ (Ta}<f)pcov (Tol Be mivr iariv kuku.

MHAEIA
1370 016' ouKer elal- rovio yap ae Bt'j^eTat,

lASnN

o'lB' elclv, o^fioi, aip Kupa fiiaaTope^,

MHAEIA

laaaiv oaTi'i ^ip^€ 7rr]fxov)]<: deot,.

laaai BijTU a/jv 7 diroTrrvaTov <f)p€va,

MHAEIA
arir/el- iriKpav Be /3d^iv e-)(daip(ii aeOev.

lASnN

Kcu pi]i> eyoo cn'jv paBioi B uTraWayai,.

MHAEIA

TTcuf ovv ; Tt Bpuao) ; Kupra yap Kuyu) 6e\o).

lA2nN

Odylrai vefcpov'i fioi rovaBe kuI K\uvaai 7rupe<t.
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MEDEA

MEDEA
O sons, destroyed by your own father's lust

!

JASuN

Sootli, 'twas no hand of mine tliat murdered them.

MEDF.A

Nay, but thine insolence and thy new-forj^ed bonds.

JASON

llow, claiiii the rii^ht fur wedlut-k's sjikc to slay

tlu'jn I

MKUEA
A light alHicliun ctiunt'st thou this to a wife?

JASON

A virtuous wife :—in thy sight naught were good I

MEDEA
These live no more : this, this shall tut thine heart I 137u

JASON

They li\e ali me I a\ingers on thine head.

MKOKA
riie Cnuls know wlio began tliis misery,

JASON

Yea, verily, thy spirit abhorred they know.

MEDEA
Abhorred art thou : 1 loathe thy bitter tongue.

JASON

And I thine :—yet were nuitual riddance easv.

MEDEA
How then?—what shall I do?—fain would I this.

JASON

Yield me my dead to bury and bewail.
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MHAEIA

MHAEIA

ov Bi]T, tVct (T^a? T^8 eyto ddxjra) xepl,

<f>epova^ eV "Hpa<i Ti/x€vo<i 'AArpaia? $€0v,

13«0 0)9 yLiT/ Ti9 avTOv<i TToXe/jUCov Ka0v/3picrtj,

TVfi/3ov<i avacrTToyv yj} Se r^Se Siav(f)OV

(X€/J.vi]v eoprrjv Kal TeXrj irpocniy^ropev

TO XoLTTov av7L Tovhe Bvaae^ov'i (f>6vov,

avT7] 5e yalav el/ii rrjv 'E/c»e;^^e&)9,

Alyel (TVVOiKijcrovaa tw YlavBioi'O'i.

ail B\ coaTrep eiK6<;, KarOavei kuko^ kuko)*;,

'Apyov^ Kiipa aov Xeiyfrdvo) 7re7r\7)y/j.evo<>,

iriKpa'i TcXeuTa? rdv ve(ov ^ yufxcov IScov.

lASnN

aWd a ^Epivifi oXecreie reKVcou

1390 <f>ovia T€ AiKTj.

MHAEIA

Tt9 Be k\v€i (jov deo<i y Sai/xcop,

rov -^evhopKov koI ^eivairdTov ;

lASnN

^eO 0eO, fjLvaapd Kal iraihokeTop.

MHAEIA

cret^^e irpo'i o}'kov<; kuI Outtt dXo^ov.

lASP.N

cjeixo), hiaawv y dp.opo^ TeKvwv.

MHAEIA

oinrw Oprjveh' fiive koX yi]pa<i.

lASnN

w T€Kva (pLXrara.

i Weil : for MS. ifiSiv.
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MEDEA

MEDEA
Never: with this hand «ill I huiy them,

To Mountain Hera's precinct bearing th< in.

That never foe may do despite to them, 1380

Rifling tlieir tomb. This hind of Sisyphus

Will I constrain with solemn festival

And rites to atone for this unhalluwed murder.

But I— I go unto Erechtheus' land,

With Aegeus to abiile, Pandion's son.

Thou, as is meet, foul wretch, shalt foully die,

By Argo's wreckage smitten on the skull,

Who hast seen this new bridal's bitter ending.

JASON

Now the Fury-ftvengcr of children smite thee,

And Justice that looketh on murder requite thee ! 1390

MKDKA
What (iud or what spirit will heed thy request.

Caitiff forsworn, wh(j betrayest the guest.''

JASON

Avaunt, foul thing by wliose deed thy children have
died!

MKDKA
Go hence to thine halls, thence lead to the grave

thy bride !

JASON

I go, a father forlorn of the two sons reft from In's

home I

MKDKA
Not yet dost thou truly mourn : abide till thine old

age come.
JASON

O children beloved above all

!
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MHAEIA

MHAEIA

fMfjTpi ye , aol 6' ou,

iA2nN

KuTren^ eKave'i

;

MHAEIA

ae ye Tnjfiaivova,

IA2nN

a)flOl, (f)lXlOV ^pTj^O) (TTOfUlTO'i

1400 traihiov o T('iXa<; TrpocnrTv^aadai,

MHAEIA

pvv a(p€ irpoaavhat;, pOv daTra^ei,

TOT c'lTTCoadfievo^,

lASHN

So-i fWl TrpO'i 0€(t>V

fiaXuKOv )(p(OTo^ -^avaai riKvcov.

MHAEIA

ovK €(JTi' p.uTT)v eiro'i tppnnai.

lASnN

ZeO, T«8' dKov€i<i a)<i uTreXavvupeB*

,

Ota re TTiiay^Ofiev ix t>}s' pvaapa.<i

Kai 7raiSo<f)6vov rfja-Be X6aivT)<i

;

uXX oTTocrov yovv irdpa Koi Bvvafiai

TuBe Kai Opiji'M KaTTiOed^o),

1410 fiapTvp6p,€vo<i haifwva^ w? p.oi,

T€Kva KTCivaa uTroKayXvei'i

y^avaai re x^polv Odyjrai t€ vcKpov^,

oif<i fjLrjTTOT iyo) <fivaa<i 6<f)eXov

7rpb<; crov (f)Oip€i>ov<i iTriheadai.
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MEDEA

MEPEA
Of their mother beloved, not otthee.

JASoN

Vet she slew them !

MICDEA

That thou mij^htest fall in the net that

thou sprcadest for me.

JA<ON

Woe's me! I yearn with my lips in j)ress

My sons' dtar lips in my wn-tehedness. 1400

MKDKA
Ha, now art thou calling upon them, now wouldst

thou kiss,

U ho rejeetedst them then ?

JASON

For the CJods' sake grant nic but this.

The sweet soft Hesh of my children to feel '

MEOKA
No—wasted in air is all thine appeal.

JASON

Zeus, dost thou hear it, how spumed I am ?

—

What outrage I surttrr of yonder abhorred

Cliild-murdert'ss, yonder tigress-dam ?

Yet out of mine helplessness, out of my shame,
1 bewail my beloved, I call to record

High heaven, I bid God witness the word, 1410

That my sons thou hast slain, and withholdest

me.
That mine hands may not touch them, nor bury

their clay !

Would God I had gotten them never, this day
To behold them destroyed of thee !
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MHAEIA

X0P05

TToWcJv rafua<; Zeixi ev 'OXvfnro),

TToWa B ae\7rr(o<i Kpalvovai Oeoi'

Kol TCI SoK])6evT ovK ireXiad}),

TU)V S' ah0Kl'}TWV TTOpOV yvpC ^609.

roiopS' ciTrejSr] roSe Trpayfia.
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MEDEA

CHonus

All dooms be of Zeus in Olympus ; 'tis his to reveal

tlu-m.

Manifold things unhoj)ed-for the Gods to accom-
plishment bring.

And the things that we looked for, the Gods deign
not to fulfil them

;

And the ])aths undisccrned of our eyes, the Gods
unseal them.

So fell this marvellous thing.

[Exeunl oMNts.
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ARGUMENT

Apollo, being banished fur a season from Olympus, and
condemned to do senice to a mortal, became herdman of
Admetus, King of P/ierae in Thessaltf. Yet he loathed

not his earthly taskmaster, but loved him, for that he was
a Just man, and hospitable exceedingly. If'herefore he

obtained from the Fates this boon for Admelus, that,

when his hour of death should come, they should accept

in ransom for his life the life of whosoever should have

before consented to die in his stead. Xow when this was
made known, none of them which were nearest by blood

to the king would promise to be his ransom in that day.

Then Alccstis his wife, the daughter of Pelias King of
Jolcos, pledged her to die for him. Of her love she did

it, and for the honour of wifehood, .ind the years

passed by. and the tale was told in many lands ; and alt

men praised Alccstis, but .idmctus bore a burden of
sorrow, for day by day she became dearer to him, a wife

wholly true, a mother most loving, and a lady to her

thralls gentle exceedingly. But when it was known
by tokens that the day was come, Admetus repented him

sorely, but it availed not, for no mortal may recall a

pledge once given to the Gods. And on that day there

came to the palace Apollo to plead with Death for
Alcestis' sake ; and a company of Elders of Pherae, to

ask of her state and to make mourning for her. And
when she was dead, ere she was borne forth to burial,

came Hercules, son of Zeus, in his Journeying, seeking

the guest's right of meat and lodging, but not knowing

aught of that which had come to pa.ss. Of him wai
a great deliverance rvroiightj wliich is told herein.
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DRAMATIS PERSONA

E

A rni,i,o.

Death.

CiioRCS, i-omjwsid of Eldcrf of Ph(r<r«.

Handmaid.

ALCESTts, rlnughff.r of Pflini, riud icife of Advuhit.

AoMETi'S, Kimj of Phtrae.

KuMELUS, son of AdmetuA ami AktsliM.

Hkrclles.

PriERES, father of Adnietu*.

Servant, steward of the palace.

Guards, attendants, handmaids, and mouniers.

The scene throughout is in front of the jwilace of Admctufl
at Phcrae.
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AAKH2TI2

AnoAAnN

6i)(T(Tav TpciTre^av alveaai 6e6<; irep ojv.

ZeL'9 yap KaTaKra<i TralSa rov ip.ov airio<;

WaKXrjTriov, crTepvoiaiv e/i/SaXwr <f)X6ya'

ov 8i} )(o\ci)6€\<; TeKTOva<; Aiov irvpo^

KTeivco \\vK\w'JTa<;- Kui fie $t]Tev€iv Trarijp

0injTM Trap ai'Bpl tmvB' airoiv r/i'dyKaaev.

eXduiv Be yalav n'jvh^ €0ov<f)6p/3ovv ^ivM,

Kot TovB' eaw^ov oIkov €<i toS' i)/jLepa<;.

10 ocr'iov yap (ivBpo<: 6aio<; cov iTvy)(^avov,

7raiSo<; 'i>ipi]TO<;, oi' davelv ippv<jup.iiv,

Mot'pa? hoXoyaa^' ijveaav Be /xot 6eal

"ABfjLTjTOV aBi]i> TOP TrapavTLK eK<^vyelv,

aWov BiaWd^avra toi<; kutu) veKpov.

TTcivTa^ 8' iXey^a^ koX Bie^eXdwp (f)L\ov<;,

trarepa yepauiv 6' i) (Tcj) €tikt€ firjrepa,

ovx ^ivpe ttXtjv yvvaiKo^ oaTi<; yOeXe

Oavelv irpo Keii'ov /j.ijS' er elaopav cfxio'i'

y I'vv KUT o'iKou<; iv -)(epolv ^aa-Ta^eTat

20 ylrv^oppayovaa- TtjBe yap a(f>' iv rjp^epa

davelv TreirpcoTai koX fxeraa-rfjvac ^iov.

iyo) Be, fit] fiiaa/xd fi ev BofjLOi<; fCL^rj,

XetTTw fieXdOpcov rcovBe (^iXTaTi-jv areyyjv.

t]Brj Be rovBe SdvaTov elaopco 7reXa<;,
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ALCESTIS
Enter apollo.

AI'OI.I.O

Halls of Adnietus, hail ! I stooped my pride

Here to brook fare of serfs, yea I, a God !

Tlie fault was fault of Zeus : he slew my son

Asclepius—hurled the levin through his heart.

Wroth for the dead, his smiths of heavenly fire.

The Cvelopes, I slew ; for l)Iood-atonement

Allfather made me serf to a mortal man

To this land came I, tended mine host's kinc,

And warded still his house unto this day.

Righteous myself, I found a rij^hteous man, 10

The son of Pheres: him I snatched from death.

Cozening the Fates : the Sisters promised me- -

"Admetus shall escape the inmiinent death

If he for ransom gives another life."

To all he went— all near and dear,—and asked

Father and grey-haired mother who gave \nn\

life

;

But, save his wife, found none that would consent

For him to die and never more see light.

Now in his arms upborne within yon home
She gaspeth forth her life : for on this day 20
Her weird it is to die and fleet from life.

I, lest pollution taint me in their house,

do forth of yonder halls beloved roof. [Enter death.

Loj yonder Death ;—I see him nigh at hand,
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AAKHSTI2

Upr] davovrwv, 09 viv ei? "\ihov hojiov^

fieWei Kard^eiv av/jL/jLerpo)^ S' dcf)LK€To,

<f>povpc!)V ToS" rjfxap (^ davelv avrijv ')(p€(t>v.

0ANATO2
a a'

TL av 7rpo<; p.e\cWpot<; ; ri av TJjSe TToXel?,

30 <t>or/3' ; uSiKeU av ri/xa'i ivepwv

d(f>opi!^6fj,evo<i Kai KarairaiKov.

ovK Tjp/ceae aoi fxopov W8fX}]Tov

SiaKoyXvaai, Motpa? BoXlm

a(f)7')\avTi T^X^'V > ^^^ ^' ^'^'' '^^^' ^^
p^e'pa To^ijpi] (jipovpet^; OTrXicra^i,

7) ToB^ virecTTi] TToaiv €K\vcraa

avTi) irpodavdv YleXiov iral'i.

Ano,Vi\nN

Odpcrei- BiKijv tol kul XoyoV'i KeSvov^i ^X^'
BANATOS

Tt Bfjra To^wv epyov, el Blkijv e^€t9 ;

Ano.vAr.N

40 avvr]6e<i del ravra ^aard^ecv i/xoi.

0ANATO2
Kui Tolabe 7' otKoi<i t'/c3i/ca)9 7rpoa(0(})e\€lu.

AnOAAHN
<f)i\ov yap dvBp6<; crvfi^opai<i ^apvvofxai.

0ANATO2
Kai i>oa(f)iec<; yue rovBe Sevripov veKpov ;

AnoAAnN
dXV ouS' €K€ivov Trpof /Qt'ar <t' d(f)€i\6/jLrjv.

eANATOS
TTW*? 01/// UTTtT) 7r;9 e'cTTt ATou /caTO) x^oi>6<i ;
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ALCESTIS

Priest of the dead, who comes to hale her down
To Hades' halls —well hath he kept his time.

Watching this day, whereon she needs must die.

DEATH
Ha, thou at the palace ! Wilt not make room,

Phoebus?—thou wrestcst the right yet again :

Thou remo\ est the landmarks of Gods of Gloom, 30

And thou makest their honours vain.

Did this not suffice thee, to thwart that doom
Of Admetus, w hen, all by thy cunning beguiled

Were the Fates, that thou now must be warding the

wife

With thine hand made ready the bowstring to

strain,

Though she i)ledgcd her from death to redeem with

her life

Her lord,—she, Pelias' child?

Al'OLLO

Fear not : fair words and justice are with me,

DEATH

Justice with thee !—what needeth then the bow ?

AI'OLI-O

This ?
—

'tis my wont to bear it evermore. 40

DEATH

Yea, and to aid yon house in lawless wise.

APOLLO

Mine heart is heavy for my friend's mischance.

DEATH
What, wilt thou wrest from me this second corpse ?

APOLLO

Nay, not that other did I take by force.

DEATH

Not ?—why on earth then ?—why not underground ?
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AAKHSTIS

AnOAAHN
ZdfiapT afJi€L-\lra<;, rjv av vvv 7]K€i<; fxera.

0ANATO2
Kaird^ofuu ye veprepav viro ')(jd6va.

\a^oiV W^' ov yap oIS' av el 7reiaaip.i ere.

eANAT02
KTeiveiv y ov civ ^pij ; tovto yap reTuyfieda.

AnoAAnN
60 ovK, dWa Tol<; p-eWovcri Oavarov ep^aXelv.

eANAT02
e;^&) \6yov hi] KaX irpodvplav aeOev.

Ano.v\.aN

ear ovv ottw? "A.\Kr]crTi<; el<; yf]pa<i /xoXoi ;

eANAT02
OVK earr TipaL<; Kapk repireadai Bokci.

A^o,^.\nN

OVTOt irXeov y dv y) fiiav 'yfrv^ijv \d^oi<i.

eANAT02
vewv ^OivovTcov fiel^ov dpvvpai yepu'f.

AnoAAnN
tcdv ypav<; oXijtui, TrXovaiax; Ta(f)i]aeTai.

eANAT02
TT/JOf TCOV i^OVTCOV, 4>Ot/3e, TOP VO/MOV TlOjj'i.

AnOAAHN
TTO}^ ciTra? ; «X\' /; Kal cro^o9 \€\i]$a<; u>v ;

eANAT02
u)Vo2vt' dv oi"i irdpea-Ti yrjpaiovs Oavelv.

AnOAAflN

60 ovKovv 8oK€t (Toi Ti]vhe p.01 Bovvai x^P'^ >

eANAT02
ov ^»}t'' eiTLcrTaaai Be toi)? e/xov^ Tponov^,

408



ALCESTIS

APOLLO

She was his ransom, she for whom thou comest.

DEATH
Yea, and will hale her deep beneath tlie earth.

Al'OLLO

Take her and go: I trow I shall not bend tine—
DEATH

']'u slav tlie victim due ?—mine office this.

APOLLO

Nay, but to smite with death the ripe for death. GO

DEATH

I grasp thine argument—and thine earnestness !

APOLLO

And may Alcestis never see old age ?

DE.\TH

Never :—should I not love mine honours too ?

APOLLO

"lis soon or late,—thou canst but take one life.

DE.\TH

Yet mine the goodlier prize when die the young.

AI'uLLO

Though she die old, rich obsequies still are thine.

DEATH
Lo, Phoebus making laws to shield the rich !

APOLLO

How say'st thou ?—thou a sophist unawares I

DEATH
Would wealth not buy the boon of dying old ?

APOLLO

So then thou wilt not grant this grace to me ? CO

DEATH
Nay surely—dost not know my wonted way ?
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AAKH2TI2

AnOAAflN

€-)(dpov<i ye dvTjTots Kai 6eoU arvyovfievovi.

eANATOS

OVK av Bvvato iravr^ e-^eiv a fxj] ae Set,

AnoAAnN

7) fi7]v av Travaei Kai-nep w/j.b'i cov ayav
TOiOs' ^ep7)ro<; elai 7rp6<i B6p.ov<; uvi'jp,

\ivpvadefx)<i 7r€p.yp-avT0<; iinreiov fiera

o'x^tjp.a (")/5 /)«• ?;v €K ToTTwv hva')(eip.€poyv,

o<s hi) ^ivwdei^; TOtcrS' iv Whp.i'jTOV 86p.ot,<i

^la yvvaiKa Tt'jvBe a e^aipijaerai.

70 Kovd^ 7] Trap' tjp.ioi' aoi yeu/jcreTai X"/3<?
Spu<T€i<i 6' 6fiOL(t}<i rauT, aTTex'di)creL t' e/xot.

0ANATO5

TToW' av ai) Xe'^a? ovhkv av trXeov \d^oi<;.

T) 5' ovv yvvrj Kc'neiaiv el<i
"\ihov h6pov<;.

aTeL\oi S' eV avji'jv, 6)<; Kardp^copai ^i(f>ef

Upo'i yap ovTO'i rdv Kara y^Bovo^ 6ecov

OTOV To3' ey;^o<> Af/saro? ciyvicrtj rpi^a.

HMIXOPION a'

rl TTod^ r)(TV)(ia TTpoaOev jxeXdOpotv ;

Tt aecriyyjTai Bofio^ W.B/j.i)tov ;

HMIXOPION /3'

aW' oifhe <i){,Xcov TreXaf ovSei^i,

80 oari<i av e^TroL Trorepov (f>6tp€vrjv

^aaiXeinv xph "^evOelv, ?) ^cocr'

€Ti (fxo's \evacrei IleXioi; roBe Trat?

"WKfjCTTfi, €/xol iracTL t' dpia'Ti)

Bo^acra yvvi]

TToaiv eis avTf)<; yeyevfjadai'

410



ALCESTIS

APOM.O

Hateful to mortals this, aiul Kmthfd of Gods.
I)K\ 111

All things beyond thy riglits thou canst not have.

APOLLO

Surely thou shalt forbear, though ruthless thuu,

So miglity a man to Pheres' halls shall come,
Sent of Eurystheus forth, the courser-car

From winter-dreary lands of Tlirace to bring.

Guest-welcomed in .\dmetus' {Mihiee here.

Bv force von woman shall lie wrest from thee.

Yea, thou of me shalt have no thank for this, 70

And yet shalt do it, and shalt have mine hate.

[Kxil Al'OLI.O.
DKATII

Talk on, talk on : no profit shalt thou Min.

This woman down to Hades' halls shall jwiss.

Eor her I go : my sword shall seal her ours :

For consecrated to the Nether Gods
Is every head whose hair this sword hath shorn.

[F.xit DKATM.

Enter chorcs, divUiing to right and Uf), so that the sec-

tions arnnver one another till they unite at I. 1 1 2.

IIALF-CMORCS 1

What meaneth this hush afront of the hall ?

The home of Admetus, why voiceless all ?

HALF-CllORlS 2

No friend of the house who should speak of its plight

Is nigh, who should bid that we raise the keen 80

For the dead, or should tell us that yet on the light

Alcestis looketh, and liveth the Queen,
The daughter of Pelias, noblest, I ween

—

Yea. in all men's sight

Most leal to her lord of all wives hath she been.
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AAKH2TI2

HMIXOPION a

k\v€1 Tf9 /; (TTevayfiov 7) cjp.

')(€ipCov KTVTTOV KUTa areya<i

7] yoov 0)9 ireTTpayfievoiv ;

ov fJMV ovBe Ti<; dpcpirroXcov

90 araTL^CTai afi(p\ 7rv\a<;.

el yap jieraKvpiO'^ ara<i,

0) llaiav, (pai>ei7]<i.

HMIXOPION /8'

ov rav <f)6ifji€in](; 7' icntiiiroiv,

HMIXOPION a'

HMIXOPION $'

OV Bt] (j)pou86<; 7' ef oXkcov,

HMIXOPION a

TTodev ; ovK av^u). tI ae Oapavvei ;

HMIXOPION &'

7ra>9 tiv epij/jLOv Tu<pov "ABfxrjTO^

KeBvrj<i av evrpa^e yvvaiKo^; ;

HMIXOPION a'

100 7rv\o)v TTiipoiOe ^' ovk opw avT.

TTtjyaiov ft)9 vopL^€7ac

y^epvi^^ irr] (f)6tT(ov 7rv\ai<;,

p^atrr; t' ovti<; iirl 7rpoOvpoi<s

TOfiaLO<;, a Btj veKvwv

vevdet TTLTver ov veoXata

Boviret ;^e)p yvvaiKMV.

HMIXOPION )3'

Kol prjv rohe Kvpiov ^jiap—
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ALCESTIS

HALF-CfrORUS 1

Or lu'.iicst thou mourning or sighing (^Slr. 1)

Or beating of hands,

Or the wail of bereaved ones outcrying ?

No handmaid stands

At the jKilace-gate. [bird flying 90

O Healer, appear fur the dying, appear as a l)right

"JSvixt the surges of fate !

IIALK-CnOHLS 2

She lives !—were she dead, they had raised the keen.

HALF-CHOIILS 1

Nay, a corpse is all that was once a queen.

MAl.K-CHORL'S 2

Bui not forth of the doors is the death-train gone.

IlALK-CHOni'S 1

Whence couieth thine hope, which I boa^l not mine
own ?

IIAI.K-CHORUS 2

Would the King without pomp of procession have
yielded the grave the j)ossession

Of so dear, of so faithful an one ?

HALF-CHORLS 1

{Ant. 1)

Nor the cup in the gateway aji]>carcth.

From the si)ring that they bear

To the gate that pollution feareth, 100

Nor the severed hair

In the porch for the dead.

Which the mourner in bitterness sheareth^ neither

beating of hands one hearcth

On maiden's head.

HALF-CHORUS 2

Yet surely is this the appointed day

—
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AAKH2T12

HMIXOPION a'

•HMIXOPION $'

(1) XPV o'</>f /J.o\€iv Kara yaia^.

HMIXOPION a'

€Oiy€<; ^/^fX'}?! eOiyeq Se ^pevoiv.

HMIXOPION H'

Xph "^^^ uyadwv hiaKvaLOjJLevfov

110 Trevdeiv oarif

'XprjaTOf f/Tr' apxy]<; vevofiicrrai.

XOPOl

aW' ovBe vavK\rjpiav <np. ^
e<T^' OTTOL Tf9 dta<i

ajeiXaf, rj AvKia<;

eliT eirl Ta<; dvvSpov<!

*Afifio}vcd8a<i €8pa<;

SvaTuvov TTapaXvcrai

ylrv^dv fx6po<: yap uT70Top.o<i

120 irXudeL- dewv 5' eV i(Txdpai<i

OVK €J^Q) eVt Tiva

pLtfKoBvrav TropevOto.

fi6vo<i 8' dv, el (f>a)'i toS' j'y iivt. ^
op-fxacriv BeBopKoo^i

^oijBov 7rat9, TrpokLirova*

rjXOev eBpa<i (TKorLOV<i

"AiBa T€ TTvXa^i'
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ALCESTIS

HALF-CHORUS 1

Ah I what wilt thou say?

HALF-CIIOiaS 2

Whereon of her doom she must pass to the tomb.

HALF-CMoni'S 1

\N'ith a keen j)ang's smart hast thou stahhod mine
heart.

HALF-IHOIU S 2

It is meet, when the good are as Howcrs phickcd

away.

That in sorrow's gloom llu

Should the breast of the old tried friend have part.

CHOIU s

Though ye voyage all seas, {Sir. 2)

Ye shall light on no lands,

Nor on Lycia's leas,

Nor Ammnnian sands,

Whence redemption shall come for the wretched, or

loosing of Death's dread bands.

Doom's chasm hard bv
Yawns fatliomlcss-dcep.

What availeth to cry 120

To the Go<ls, or to heap
Their altars with costly oblations, to plead with the

slaughter of sheep ?

Ah, once there was one !

—

{Aril. 2)

Were life's light in the eyes

Of Phoebus's son.

Then our darling might rise

From the mansions of darkness, through portals of

Hades return to our skies ;
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AAKH2TU

Bfiad€VTa<; yap avla-rq,

irpiv avTov elXe Bio^oXov

irXrjKTpov 7rvpo<i Kepavvtov»

vvv he riv eri. jSiov

130 iXiriBa irpoahextofxai ;

TTuvTa 'yap r)Brj Ter^XeaTai ^a<n\€v<Tt,

TrdvTcov Be 9eS)v eirl /Stw/ioif

alfxoppavroc Ovaiai 7r\jjpei<;,

ovB eart kukmi' cIko^ ovBeu.

«\\' 7j8' oTTaBoJv eK Boacov tl^ epyerai

OaKpvppoouaa' riva rvyvv OKOvaofxai ;

irevdelv fier, et ri Becnroratcrt rvy^^dvei,

crvyyvwa-Tov el S" er earii' e^yjrv^o^ yvi'i)

140 el'r ovv 6\o)Xei> elBevai /SovXoified^ dv.

eEPAHAINA
Koi ^(t)aai' eLTreiv Ka\ Oavovdav ecrri croi.

X0P02
Ka\ TTo)^ dv at-To? KmOdvoi re kol ^XeiroL

;

eEPAHMNA
riBr] 7rpov(07n]<; ecrri Kal yjrv^oppayel.

X0P02
0) rXrifiov, oJa<? olo^i o)V d/j.apTdi'et<;.

eEPAOAlNA

ovirco To8' olBe Seo-Tror?;?, vplv dv Trddr).

X0P02
eA-TTt? p.ev ovKer ear] crfo^eaOac ^iov ;

©EPAHAINA
TreTTpco/xivr) ydp rjpuepa ^id^erai.
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ALCESTIS

For he raised up the dead,

Ere flashed from the heaven.
From Zeus' hand sped,

That bolt of the levin.

But now what remaineth to wait for?—what hope of

her life is given ? 130

No sjicrifice more
Unrendered rem;uneth

;

No God, but the ^jorc

From his altars down-raineth
;

Yet healing is none for our ills, neither balm that

the spirit sustaineth.

[F.nter handmaio.

Hut hither cometh of the handmaids one,

U'eejiing the wliile. What tidings shall I hear?

I'or all atfiietions that befall thy lords

Well mavst tlntu grieve ; but if thy lady lives

Or e\en i\ow hath j>assed, fain would we know. 140

IIANDMAM)

She liveth, and is dead : lioth mayst thou SJiy.

cnoms
.\v SO !—how should the Siime be dead and live ?

HANDMAID
Even now she droopeth, gasping out her life.

cnoHLs

O stricken king—how noble a (jueen thou losest !

HANDMAU)
His depth of loss he knows not ere it come.

CHORUS

And hope—is no hope left her life to save ?

HANDMAID
None—for the day foredoomed constraineth her.
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AAKH2TI2

X0P02
ovKOVv eir avrfj irpdacreTaL to, irpocr^opa ;

eEPAOAINA

K6(Tfio<i y eToifio<;, ro acjie avvddylret iroai^.

X0P02

160 X(TTW vvv €VK\ei]^ j€ KarOavov/xivT)

<yvi>rj T dplcTTq rwv v(f>' tjXlo) /xaKpa>.

eEPAHAINA

TTco? 8' ovK dpiaTTj ; rL<; 8' ivavriaxrerai ;

Tt )(^pri yevicrdai ttjv inrep^e^Xi^iiiiniv

yvvaiKa ; ttw? S^ av fidWov evSei^atro Ti^

TTUdiv TrpoTifxcoa yj deXovcr virepOavelv ;

Kai ravra fiiv Btj ttcxo" eiriaTaTai TroXf?"

a 8' €V B6p.oi<; ehpaae davfuicrei k\v(i)v.

eVei yap rjaOeO' ijpipav rrjv Kvpiav

ijKovcrai', vBacrt irorapioi^ XevKov XP^^
ICO eXovaar, e/c 8' eXovaa Kehpivojv hofxwv

eaOtJTU Koa/Jiov r evTrpeiro)*; i]crKr]o-aTO,

Koi araaa Tpoadcv Ecma? Kari-jv^aro'

Biairoiv, iyoj yap €p-)(^o^ai Kara x^ovof,

iravvaTaTov ere TrpoairiTi'ova- alTtjaofiai,

T€KV 6p(f)ai>€vcrai Tafia, Kal rw fiev (f)iXT]v

avi^ev^ov dXo^oi', rfj Be yevvalov Troaw.

^);S' oicnrep avroiv »} reKoucr ciTroXXvfiai

Oavelv diopov^ 7ralBa<;, dXX ev8aifxoi'a<;

iv yfj irarpam repirvov eKirX^crat /3loi>.

170 Tra/ra? Be ^cofxov^; ot Kar 'ABfxyJTOv Bofiov;

TTpoaijXde Ka^eareylre Kal irpoai^v^aTo,

TTTopOcov diroa'^L^ovaa fivpaivii<; (PoiSijif,

aKXavo'TO'i daTevaKTO<;, ovBe rounriov

KaKov fieOidTi] ^coto? eueiBi) (^vcriv.

Kaireira OdXafiov elaTrecrouaa kul Xe)(^o<i,
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CHORUS
Are all things meet, then, being done lor her?

HANDMAID
Yea, ready is her burial-attire.

ciionus

Let her be sure that glorious she dies 150

And noblest far of women 'neath the sun.

HANDMAID
Noblest?—how not?—what tongue will dare gain-

say?
Wliat must the woman be who passeth her ?

How could a wife give honour to her lord

More than by yielding her to die for him ?

And this—yea, all the city knowcth this
;

But what within she did, hear tliou, and marvel.

Tor when she knew that tin- a|t|»ointfd day
Was come, in river-w.iter her white skin

Slie bathed, and from the cedar-chests took forth ICO

\'esture and jewels, and decked her gloriously.

And before X'esta's altar stood, and prayed :

'•Queen, for I pass beneath the earth, I fall

Before thee now, and neycrmorc, and ]tray;—
He mother to my orphans : mate with him
A loving wife, with her a noble husband.
Xor, as their mother dieth, so may they,

My children, die untimely, but witli weal
In the homeland fill up a life of bliss."

To all the alt-irs through Admetus' halls [prayed, 170

She went, with wreaths she hung them, and she
I'lucking the while the tresses of the myrtle,

I'earless, unsighing, and the imminent fate

Changed not the lovely rose-tint of her cheek.
Then to her bower she rushed, fell on the bed

;
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AAKH2TI2

ivravda 8t] BaKpvae koI \eyei rdSc
0} \€KTpov, ev6a irapdivei eKva iyco

Kopevfiar e'/c TODS' dvBp6<;, ov Si'ijctkco irepi,

X'^^P' ^^ 7"P ex^cupdi cr*' aTrioXeaa^i Be fie

ISO poinjv irpoBovvai yap a OKvovaa Kal iroaiv

Oi'/jcrKO). ae 8 aXX»; rt? 71*1^^ KeKr/jaerai,

adxppwv fihv ovK av fidWov, cvTvyi}^ 8' ?o"a)9.

Kvvel Be TrpocnrLTvovcra, irav Be Bepviop

o(^Oakpx)TeyKT(p Beverai irXripipLvpiBi.

eyrel Be ttoWcov Ba/cpvcov el^^v Kopov,

areix^t, 7rpoi'&)7r>;<> eKireaovcra BepvioiV,

Ka\ TToWa dakdpiwv e^iova €7r€crTpd(f)rf

Kappi-^ev avTrjv av6i<; els KOLTqv irdXiv.

iralBes Be TreirXoiv fitjTpos e^TfpTi^pAvoi,

190 eKXaiov 1) Be XafilSdvova is dyKtiXas

7)a7rd^eT uXXot^ dXXoi', dos davovpimj,

TTuvTes S" eKXaiov oiKerai Kara areyas
Becnroivav oiKTeipovres. 1) Be Be^idv

Trpovreiv eKdarw, kovtis i^v ovray KaKo<i

oi> ou TrpoaeiTre Kal TrpoaepprjOrj TrdXiv.

roiavT ev oikois eariv ASpi'jTOv KaKd.

Kal Kar$av(t)v t civ wXer', eK<f>vyo>v B eyei

ToaovTov 0X709, ov TTOT OV XeXi'jaeTai.

XOP02
7} TTOV arevd^ei toktiB' ''ABpijTos KaKols,

200 eadXi]s yvvaiKos el (TTepr}6i)vai (r(f)e xptj ;

eEPAHAlNA
KXalei y ukoltlv ev ^J^polv (plXrjv e^j^v,

Kal pj] TrpoBovvat Xicraerai, Tdptj^ava

^fjTwv (^Sivei yap Kal p.apaiveTai vuaw,

Trapeipem) Be, xe</309 ddXiov ^dpos,

opws Be Kairrep afiiKpov epirveova en
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And there, O there she wept, and thus she speaks :

" O coucli, whereon I loosed tlie maiden zone
For this man, for whose sake I die to-dav,

Farewell : I hate thee not. Me hast thou slain,

Me only: loth to fail thee and mv lord 180

I die ; but thee another bride shall own,
Not more true-hearted ; happier jK-rehance."

Then falls thereon, and kis'>es : all the bed
Is watered with the flood nf meltini; eyes.

But having wej)t her fill of many tcirs,

Drooping she goeth, reeling from the eouch
;

Yet oft, as forth the bower slie passed, returned.

And Himg herself again upon the bed.

And the babes, elinging to their mother's robes,

Were weeping ; .and she clasped them in her
arms, 190

Fondling now this, now that, as one death-doomed.
And all the servants 'neath the roof were weeping,
Pitying their lady. Hut t<t eaeh she stntched
Her right hand forth ; and none there was so

mean
To whom she spake not and received rtplv.

Such are the ills Adnietus' home within.

Now, had he died, he had ended ; but, in 'scaping,

He bears a pain that he shall ne'er forget.

ciionus

Doth not Admetus groan for this affliction

Of such a noble wife to be bereft? 200

IIANDM.MD

Ay, weeps, and clasps his dear one in his arms,

And prays, "Forsake me not!"—asking the while

'I'he impossible, for still she wanes and wastes,

Drooping her hand, a miserv-burdened weight;
But yet, albeit hardly breathing still,
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l3\iy^ai Trpo? avyaf; /BovXerai Ta<; rjXiov,

ft)'? ouTTOT av6i<;, aWa vvv TravvcrraTOV

[uKTtva kvkKov 6' T)\Lov vpoao-ylreTai.]

a\\' elfiL Kal aT)v dyye\(o irapovalav

210 ov yap Ti Trdvreii ev (f)povovac Koipdvoif,

<oaT iv KaKolaiv evfiev^l^ irapeaTai^ai.

av S' el TToKaiO'i heaTT6rai<; €p,oi<; (^tXo?.

X0P02 a

Icb Zev, Tt9 &v ira iropoi; kukmu

yivoLTO Kal \vcri<i Tu;^a9 a irdpeari Koipdvoi<;;

X0P02 $'

e^ciai Ti<: ; rj repuo Tpi^a,

Ka\ fiiXapa crToXfibv TrirrXtov

dp.(f)i^a\(t}p.eO^ i)ST] ;

X0P02 y'

^ijXa fiii>, <f)CKoi, BrjXd y, dXX 8fico<;

$€(n(Tiv eu^cofieada' Oecov

yap hvvap.1,^ fieyLarr].

XOl'OS 8'

220 wz'a| Tlaidv,

e^evpe p,i)')(^avdu tiv 'ASfijJTfp KaKwv,

X0P02 f'

TTop/^e Bi] TTopi^e- Kal irdpoq yap

Tcti5' cipevpa rovTO,^ kuI vvv

XvTijpio'i eK Oai'drov yevov,

<p6viov S* aTTOTravaov"AiBav.

^ HermaDD : for MSS. t»vS' i^tvp**, koI wvv,
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To the sun's rays fain would she hft her eyes,

As nevermore, but fur the last time now
Destined to see the sun's beam and his orb.

But I will go and make thy presence known :

For 'tis not all that love so well their kings 210

As to stand by them, in afflictions loval.

But from of old my lords were loved of thee. [A".n7.

[Xine members of the chorus chaul siurrxxivelu :—
cnoius 1

O Zeus, for our lords is there naught but

desjviir ?

No path through the tangle of evils, no loosing ot

chains that have bound them ?

CHonis 2

No tidings?—remaineth but rending of hair,

And the stricken ones turned to the tomb with the

garments of sorrow around them?
CHORUS ^

Even so—even so ! yet upliit we in prayer

Our hands to the Gotls, for that jKjwer from the days
everlasting hath crowned them.

CHORUS 4

O Healcr-king, 2-20

rind thou for Admetus the balm of relief, for the

captive deliverance

!

CHORUS 5

Vouchsafe it, vouchsafe it, for heretofore

Hast thou found out a way ; even now once
more

Pluck back our beloved from Hadis' door,

Strike down Death's hand red-reeking with

gore I
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XOP02 r'

Trairai ^ev, iratrat (pev' l(o lot,

CO TTal ^iprjTOf;, oV eirpa-

^a<; hdfiapTO^ aa<; crrepet?.

XOP02 C
ap a^ia Kal a<f>a'ya<s TciSe,

Kal TrXeov r) ^po^fo Beprju

230 ovpaviat ireXda-crai ;

X0P02 v'

rav yap ov (f)i\ai> uXXn (^iXraTav

yvvaiKa Kardavovaav eiV

a/xari toJS' iiroyjrei.

XOP02 9'

IBoif ISov,

i]S' €K Bo/xcoi' Bt] Kal 7Tuai<; iropeveTat,,

.\0P02

^oaaov 0), (xreva^ov, Si ^epaia

•^Ocoi', Tav dpiarav

yvvaiKa p^paivopivav v6a(p

Kara yd<; x^oviov Trap' "AiSav.

ovTTOTe (f)7]cr(o yap.ov ev(ppaii>£ii'

irXeov j) Xvirelv, toI<; t€ "ndpoiOev

240 TeKfiaip6ix€vo<i Kal rdaSe Tvxa^

Xevaatov fiaaiXeo)^, oaTC<; dpiarr]^

aTrXaKcov dXo-x^ov ttjctS' u^lcotov

TOP eireira ^ovov fiiorevaei.
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CHORUS 6

Woe's me ! woe's me I—let the woe-dirge ring !

Ah, scion of Pheres, alas for thy lot, fur love's long

severance

!

CHORUS 7

For such things on his sword might a man not fall,

Or knit up his thm.it in the noose 'twixt the heaven

and the eartli that quivereth? 230

rnoHLS 8

For his dear one — nay, hut his dearest of all

Shall hf see on this day lying dead, « liile her spirit

by Lethe shivcreth.

CHORUS 9

O look !— look yonder, where forth of the hall

She eometh, and he at her side whose life hy l»cr

life she delivereth.

CHORUS, UNITED

Cry, Land Pheraean, shrill the keen I

Lift up thy voice to wail thy best

There dying, and thy queenliest

Slow wasting to the Gates Unseen !

Tell me not this, that wedlock brings

To them that wed more bliss tlian woe
I look back to the long-ago : 240

I muse on these unhappiest things.

Lo, here a king—he forfeitcth

The truest heart, the noblest wife

;

And wliat shall be henceforth his life ?

A darkened day, a living death.
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AAKH2TI2

"AXte fcal (f)do<; a/ji€pa<i, <np. a

ovpdviai re hlvai ve^eka<i Spo/jiaLov.

AAMHT02
opa (T€ KCLfii, Bvo KUKO)^ TreTrpayoTa^t,

ovBev 6€ov<i 8pdaavTa<i uvO^ otov Oavet.

AAKH2TI3

yald re Koi fieXdOpoov areyai dvr. a

i'v/j.<f)i8ioL re Kolrac rrarpia<i 'IcoKkov.

AAMHT02

250 tiraipe aavrr'jv, w rdXaiva, fxi] 7rpoBa><;'

Xiaaov 8e rov<; Kparovi>ra<i oiKreipai deov<i.

AAKH2TI2

opo) Blkqjttov opo) (TKd<f>o<; [iv Xlfivaj, arp.

veKvoyv Se 7rop6/j,€v<;

excov x^p^ eTrl Kovrw \dpwv

fi ySy] KuXel' ri /xe\Xet>j ;

etreiyov av KareipyeL<i.

rdSe roi p^ a7rep)(^6fievo<; ra)(vvei»

AAMHT02

oifioi, TTLKpdv ye r}]vBe fioi vavKXrjpiav

eXe^a^. (o BvaBaifiov, ola irdaxop-ev.

A^\KH2TI2

dyei /a' dyei fie ri^—ovx opa<i ;
— dvr.

260 veKViov e? avXav

vir 6(f)pvcn Kvavavyiat
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Enter female attendants supporting alcestis, accompanied

by ADMETU8 and ciiiLnnEN.

ALCESTIS

Sun, and the day's dear lijjht, {Sir. 1)

And ye clouds tlirout;h the wheeHng heaven in the

race everlasting Hying !

ADMETUS
He seeth thee and me, two stricken ones.

Which wrought the Gods no wrong, that tliou shouldst

die.

ALCESTIS

O I^nd, O stately luight {Ant. 1)

Of mine halls, and my bridal couch in lolcos my
fatherland lying

!

ADMFrrus

Uplill thee, hapless love, fursake me not, 8S0

And pray the mighty Gods in ruth to turn.

ALCESTIS

{Str. 2)

1 see the boat with the oars twin-sweeping.

And, his hand on tlie pole as in haste aye keeping,

Charon tlie IVrryman calkth, " What ho, wilt thou

linger and linger ?

Hasten,
—

'tis thou dost delay mel " he cricth with

beckoning finger.

ADMETUS
Ah me ! a bitter ferrying tliis thou namest

!

O evil-starred, what woes endure we now I

ALCESTIS

{Ant. 2)

One li.iUth me—haleth me hence to the mansion
Of the dead !—dost thou mark not the darkling

expansion 280
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fiXeTTOOV TTTepWTO? "AiSwi,

Tt p€^€i<; ; fie6e<i. oXav

oBov a BeiXaioTciTa irpo^atvo),

AAMHT02
oiKTpav <pi\oi(Tiv, €K Be TO)v fiaXicr e'/iot

Kal iraicriv, ol<; Brj irevdo^ iv koiv^ ToBe.

AAKH2TI5
fiiOere fxeOere /x yjByj. eV^S.

K\ivar , ov aOevco iroalv'

irXria-iov "AiBa<i'

CTKOTLU S' eV ocr<TOt,<; vv^ ic^epTTCl.

270 TeKva reKv , ovKkri Bi)

ovKeTi p.dri)p acfxvp tcniv,

')(aipovT€<;, w Tt'/ci'a, ToBe <pdo<; 6pa>T0V,

AAMHT02
otjlOL' To5' t'TTO? XvTTpOV UKOVO)

Kal iravTO'i ip.o\ Oavdrov p.el^ov.

fii] vpo'i ere $eo)v T\f/<; fi€ irpoBovvat,

fit] 7r/jo9 iralBcov 01)9 opcpavieh,

dW ava, ToXfiw
crov yap (f)6tp.€i'j]<; ovKer av ehiv
iv aoX 8' €(TfM€V Kal ^i]P koI firj'

(Tt]i> yap (f)i\iai' ae/36/j.eada.

AAKH2TI2

2S0 "XB/jLtjO't 6pa<i yap rdfid irpdyfiaO' &)9 ^'x^^>

Xi^ac OeXoii (xot irplv davelv a ^ovXa/xai,

iyco ere Trpea/Sevovaa Kavrl t/}? efiij'i

"^vx^J^ KaTaaTijaacra ^W9 toS' elaopdv,

Oi'i'jaKo), irapov fxoi pn) davelv virep cxeOev,

dXX' cii'Bpa re a)(^€ii> i~)eaaaXon> ov i'jdeXov,

Kal Boifia vaieiv oXjBiov TvpavviBi,
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Of the pinions of Hades, tlie blaze of his eyes 'neath

their caverns out-glaring ?

What wouldst thou ?—Unhand me !—In anguisli and
pain by what path am 1 I'aring !

ADMETUS
Woeful to them that love thee : most to me
And to thy babes, sad sharers in this grief.

ALCKSTIS

Let be— let me sink back to rest me : (^Epode)

There is no strength left in my feet.

Hades is near, and the night

Is darkening down on my sight.

Darlings, farewell : on the light 270
Long may ye look :— I have blessed ye

Ere your mother to nothingness fleet.

ADMKTUS
Ah me ! for thy wurd ruhheth bitterness o'er me,

Hittcrncss passing the anguish of death !

I'ursake me not now, by the Gods I implore thee.

By the babes thou wilt orphan, O yield not thy

breath !

Look up, be of cheer : if thou diest, before me
Is nothingness. Living, we aye live thine,

And we die in thy death ; for our hearts are a shrine

\V herein for thy love passing word we adore thee !

ALCESTIS

Admetus,—for thou scest all my plight,

—

280
Fain would I speak mine lieart's wish ere I die.

I, honouring thee, and setting thee in place

Before mine oyn\ soul still to see this light.

Am dying, unconstrained to die i'or thee.

I might have wed what man Thessalian

I would, have dwelt wealth-crowned in princely halls;
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ovK rjOeXr^aa ^rjv airoaTraaOelad crov

avv Tratalv opcfiavoiaiv ovS" i(peicrafj,Tjv

^/3v? e)(ovcra hoip , iv oU ^repTrofiijv.

290 Ka'troi a 6 (f}vaa<; ^^ reKovaa irpovSoaav,

Ka\o)<i fiev avrol<; KarOavecv i]kov /3iov,

Ka\a)<; 8e acoaai TralSa k€uk\6co<; davelv.

fiovo^ 'yap auTot? yaSa, KovTC<i e\7ri9 ^v
aov Kardavovro^ aWa (pLTvcreiv reKva.

Kayo} t' av e^fov Kal <tv tov Xoittov '^povov,

KovK &v p,ovu)de\<s (Tr)<i B(i/^apTO<; eaT€V€<;

Kal iralha'; o)p(f)dvev€<;. dWa raina fiev

deoiv TL<i €^€7rpa^€v (ji(T0' ovTojf; e)(eLV.

elev (TV vvv jioi rcoi'h' dTTopLvrjaai, ')(^dpiv

300 acTf'jaofiai <ydp a d^iav fiev ovirore'

"^^X^}^ 7ap ovSei' tcTTt rtfiicoTepov'

BiKaia B\ &J9 (f>i'i(T€i<i (TV' rovaSe yap (f)i\€i<i

ouY rjaaov r) *yco 7ratSa<;, eiTrep ev <f)poi'€l<i'

TovTov<; di'iicrxov Secnrora^; ip-wv Boficov,

Kal jxi] \iy}jfiTj<; rolcrhe firjTpvtav TeKVOi<i,

T]Ti<; KUKiayv ova e/xov yvvt] <f)66va>

Tot<; (Toi(Ti Kdfiol<i iraiaX X^^P^ irpoa^aXel.

fit] 8)]Ta Spdar]<; raind y\ atTOvp-ai cr' iyoi.

exOpd yap i) ^Triovaa p,y]Tpvia Tt'/fi'o,'?

310 Tois" 7rp6cr0\ i^iSvyji; ovSev ijiricorepa.

Kal 7ral<; p.ei' dpai}v iraTep" €y^€i rrvpyov p.€yav,

ov Kal irpocrelTre Kal 7rpoaepp)'jdrj irdXiv

av 8', oi TCKvov poi, TTco? Kopev6/)a€i /faXws"

;

nroia^i rv^ovaa av^vyov tco cro) iraTpi ;

p,7) aoi riv ala)(pav Trpoa/SaXovaa KXijSova

rj^TTj^ iv uKfifj aov<; Ziaf^Oeipr) ydp.ov<;.

ov ydp (76 p-i')Tr}p ovre vvp^evaei TTork

ovT iv roKoiai rolai aolai dapavvel
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Yet would not live on, torn iiway from thee,

With orphaned children : wherefore SjKired I not

The j^ifts of youth still mine, wherein I joyed.

Yet siie tliat bare, he that begat, forsook thee, 290

Though fair for death their time of life was come,

Yea, fair, to s.ive their son and die renowned.

Their only one wert thou : no hope there was
To get them sons thereafter, hadst thou died.

So had I lived, and thou, to after days :

Thou wert not groaning, of thy wife bereaved.

Thy children motherless. Howbcit this

Some God hath brought to pass : it was to be.

So be it. Remember thou what thank is due
For this,— I never can ask full requital

; 300

For naught there is more precious than the life,

—

And justly due ; for these thy babes thou Invest

No less than I, if that thine heart be right.

Suffer that they have lordship in mine home:
Wed not a stepd.une to supplant our babes,

\\ hose heart shall tell her slie is no Alcestis,

Wl)ose jealous hand shall smite them, thine and
mine.

Do not, ah, do not this— I pray thee, I !

For the new stepdame hateth still the babes

Of her that's gone with more than viper-venom. 310

The boy—his father is his tower of strength

To whom to speak, of whom to win reply
;

But, O my child, what girlhood will be thine?

To thee what would she be, thy fathers yoke-mate?
What if with ill report she smirclu-d thy name.
And in thy youth's flower marred thy marriage-

hopes ?

For thee thy mother ne'er shall deck for i)ridal.

Nor hearten thee in travail, O my child,
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irapova , Xv ovBev fii)Tpo<i evfievecTTepou.

320 Set yap davelv fie' Koi to8' ovk e? avpiov
Otis' 6t9 rpiTqv fxoi p.rjvo'i epx^TUi Kaxov,

aXV avTiK €v T0?9 /xrjKer oven Xe^o/jUii.

')(aipovr€<; eix^paivoKrOe' kui ao\ p.ev, iroat,

yvvaiK upiaTrjv eari KOfiirdcrac \a8elv,
v/xli' Be, TratSe?, /iT^r/jo? €KTre(f)VKivai.

X0P02
ddpa-er irpo tovtov yap Xiyeiv ov^ d^ofiai'

Bpcicrec Ta8', etirep p-rj (ppei'tov dp,apTdvei.

AAMHT02
earai rdd earai, p-rj Tp^cnj<i' eVet a eyco

Kal ^(oaav el)(^ov Ka\ davova epLTj yvi'ij

330 p.ui't] KeKXi'iaei, KovTi<i uptI aov ttotc

TovB) dvBpa vvp.(f>t} ^ecraaXis irpoacjiOey^eTai.

OVK ecTTiv ouTfOf ovTe Trarpo'i evyevov^

ovT etBo^; a\X&)<> eKirpeTreaTuTi] yvvi].

aXi^ Be TraiBwv, tmvB oirqaiv ev)(opxiL

Oeol'i yeveaOar aov yap ovk on'i')p.eda,

oiaw Be 7tevdo<i ovk ertjaiov to aov,

ttW' ear av aloiv ovfiof avri^^^rj, yvvai,

arvyoiv p.ev y pi eriKrev, e')(6a[p(i>v S' epLov

Trarepa- Xoyro yap ^aav ovk epyco (f)iXoi.

340 av B' dvriBovaa rfj<; e/i>/9 ra (^iXraTa

v/ru;^'}*; eaQ}aa<;. apd p.oL artveiv irupa

TOidaS" (ip,aprctvovTC av^vyov aeOev ;

Travao) Be K(op.ov<; avpLiroTwv B' o/itXta<?

arecpdvovi re pLOvadv &"
?) Karel\ epbOV<^ BopLOVf.

ov ydp iror ovr av ^apjBirov dlyoipH en
out' av (ppev e^aipoipi 7rpb<; Al/3vv XuKeiv

avXov av ydp p.ov repair iv e^eiXov ^iov.

ao(\)f) Be x^^P^ reKTovwv Bep,a<i to aov
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ALCIilSTlS

There, where naught ^rntlcr than thi^ nuithi'r i>^.

I'or I must die ; nor sli.ill it l>c l<t mom, S20

Nor oil tin; third dav comes on iiu- this thn)m :

Straij^htwav of ihriii that art; n<<t shall I Ik-.

I'arcwfll, be happv. Now lor tlur, mv lord,

AhiiUs the boa-st to have won the noblt-st wilV,

For v«»u, my babes, to have spriuig from noblest

motlnr.

CHOIllS

Fear not; for I am bold t<i speak for him :

This will he do, an if he be not mad.

ADMETt'S

It shall, it shall be, fear not : thou alone

Living wast mine ; and dead, mine onlv wife S30
Shalt thou be called : nor ever in thy stead

Shall bride Tiiessalian liail me as her lord.

None is there of a father so hif;h-boni,

None so for beauty peerless amon){ women.
Children enough have I : I pray the CJods

I'or joy in these h)st is our joy in thee !

Not for a year's sjKiee will 1 mnurn for thee,

liut lot)^ as this my life shall last, dear wife,

Ixjathiiij; mv mother, hatin|; mine own sire,

I'or in word only, imt in deed, they lovecl me. 310

riiou fjav'st in ransom for my life thine all

Of preeious, and didst s;ive. Do I not well

'l'(» ^man, who lose such yokefellow in thee?
Uevels shall cease, and ^itlierin^ at the wine,

(tarlands, and soni;, which wont to fill mine house.

No, never more mine hand shall touch the lyre:

Nor will I lift up heart to sinjj to tlute

Of Libva : stolen is life's joy with thee.

I'ashioned by craftsmen's cunning hands, thy fnrm
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AAKH2TI2

elKuadev iv XiKrpoiaip eKTadi^crerai,

350 (p TrpoaTreaoufjLai kuI TrepnrTvao'oop xe'pa?

ovojxa Kokoiv crov ttjv (^iXtjv ev d<yKdXai<i

Eu^o) yvvaiKa Kaitrep ovk e^^v e)(eiv,

\^v)(^pav fxev, olfiat, Tepyfriv, dW ofxco^ ^dpot

yfrvXU^ d7ravT\oir]V av iv 8' oveipaai

^oiTcba-d jjL €V(f)paivoL<; av ijSv yap (f)L\ov(;

Kuv vvKTL Xevaaeiv, ovriv dv Trapf] ^povov.

el 8' '0/9(^e&)'f fioi jXwcraa koX fi€\o<; irapifv,

MOT 1] Koprjv \i]p.}]Tpo<; 7) Keiv7]<; iroaiv

vfxvoiai Ky]\}')aavTd cr' e'^ "AiBov Xa^eiv,

300 fcarijXOov dv, kul fi ovO' 6 llXovTcovo<; kvcop

oi'iO OVTTl KWTTT] yp-V^OTTOfJ.TTO'i UV \dpCOV

eo-^ov, TTp\v etV (f)(o<i aov KaracrTijcrai /3lov.

dXX ovv €K€icre TrpocrhoKa /x', orav Odvoo,

Koi B(ii)fi eroifia^, co? avvoiKi']aovad pot,

ev raiaiv avTai-i yap /a' eTrKTKijyjrco /ceSpoi?

aol Tovcrde Oelvai irXevpd t eKTelvac TrtXa?

rrrXevpoLcri tol<; crotf /J.i]Se yap Oaviov ttotc

aov X<wp<9 chjv Tt)<; p.6vii<; tt^ctt//? ip.oi.

X0P05
Kai p.i]v eycii croi 7ra'^o<? u><; (^t'Xo? (f>iXq)

370 XvTTpuv Gvvoiaoi rrjahe' kuI yap d^ia.

AAKH2TI2
0) TralSe^;, avrol Bij tuB^ eiaijKovcrare

irarpo'i XeyovTO<; fxi) yap.elv dXXy]v Tivd,

yvvaiK i(f>^ vfiiv /i';S' dTifidaeiv e/xe.

AAMHT02
KUI vvv ye (f)'>]f.u, Kal TeXevT^ao) rdSe.

AAKH2TI2
enl TolaBe 7ralBa<i ')(^eipb<; i^ ^VO^ ^^X^^*
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ALCESTIS

Imaged, shall lie as sliTpint; c»ii n Iwd,

Falling; wIkicoii, and c-l.is|iiuj; with iniiif hHiid<;, S50

Calling ihv iiaiiu*. in faiuv shall mine anus
Hold my bclovid, tliou^h I hoKl lur not:

—

A drtar'<hli^ht, I \v(.t : yet shall I lift

The burden t'roin my soul. In dreams shall thou

Haunt n>c and ;;laddcn : sweet to sec the loved,

riiough but as Heeting phantoms of the night.

Hut, were the tongue and strain of Orplu-us mine,

To witeh Drmi-ter's Daughter and h«-r lurtl,

And out of Hades by my song to win thee.

I had fared down; nor IMuto's Hound had staved

me, ' 360

N'or Spirit-waftcr Charon at the (kit,

Or cvi-r I n- tored thy life to lii;lit.

Yet thcrr look thou for nir, wlunso J dir :

PrejKiri- a home, as wim shall dwrll with inc.

For in the selfsame rcdar ehest, wlu-nin

Thou lirst. will I bid tlu-nj lay my lM»n«'s

At thy side : never, not in death, from tlu-e.

My one true loyal love, may I be sundered !

( norif

»

Yea, I withal will mourn, as friend with friend.

With thee for this thy wife, for she is wortliy. TO

AI^KSTIS

My children, ye yoursrives have heard all this,

Have heard your fatlur |)li-dg<- him ne't-r to wcd
I'or your op|)ressitin and for my dishonour.

AOMKTUS
Yea, now I s;iy it, and I will jK^rform.

On these terms take the children from mine hand.

f r 2
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AAKH2TI2

AAMHT02
Be^ofMai (f)L\ov ye Stopov ck <f)i\ri<; %epo9.

AAKH2TI2
ai) I'vv jevov rolao uvt tfiov fujTTfp tckvol^.

AAMHT02
TToWt'j yH avd'^/Krj, aov y uTrecTTeprjfia'uii;.

AAKH2TI2
0) T^KV , ore t,r)v XP'^I'' H- > (I'n'ep^o/j.ai Karoo.

AAMHT02
380 oifioi, ri Bpuao) Br]Ta aov fiovov/ievo<: ;

AAKH2TI2

'Xp6vo<; fiaXd^et ct' ovSep ead^ o Kardavoiv.

AAMHT02
ayov /jL€ (jvv aoi, Trpo'i OeSyv, ayov Karo).

AAKH2TI2

dpKovfiev r]fi€c<i 01 7rpo6i>t}crKOVT€<i credep.

AAMHT02
<o SalfjLOV, oi'a? av^vyov fi uTroaTepel^.

AAKn2T12
Kal fii]v (TKoreivov 6/xp.a /xov /SapvveTcu.

AAMHT02
d7r(i}X6fj.7]v ap\ el fie Sij XetS/ret?, yvvai.

AAKH2TI2
o>9 ovKer ovaav ovSev av \e7049 e/ie.

AAMHT02
opdov TrpocrtOTTOP, fit] Xt7r»79 7ral8a<i aeOev.

A.\KH2T12

OX) hrjff' eKovad y\ aWd ^alper, O) reKva.

AAMHT02
/3\eylfov Trpof aurou? ^\ey^ov,
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ALCRSTIS

ADMm'8
I tnkp them—precious gift from precious hnnd.

AI-CESTIS

I'hou ill in_v stead l)e a nuttlier now to these.

ADMKTIS
I must. I must—they are bereft of thee I

AUHSTI8
D.irhiij^s, \vh«ii most I need to \\\v, I die.

ADMirrts

Ah mc !—what shall I d«t. forloni of thee? S80

Ar.« KsTIS

J liy \v(umd shall time hial :—nothingness are llic

di-ad.

AOMjrrrs

Take me, ah take me ^^itll thee to the prnvc

!

MXcms
Suffice it that one dies she dies for thee.

ADMETl'S

I) I'ate, I if what a wife dost th«ju bereave mc !

AU »»TI8

Dark- dark— mine eyes are driMiping, heavy-laden.

ADMKTl S

Oh, I am lost if tliou wilt leave me, wife !

AI>Ci:sTI8

Vo more— 1 am no more : as nau;;ht account me.

ADMFrrts

Uplift thy face : forsake not thine own children!

AI.< TESTIS

Sore loth do I —y«-t () farewell, my babes 1

M)METU8

Look ull tliclll look I
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AAKH2TI2

390 AAKHmZ
ovBev elfi €Tt,

AAMHT02
T4 Spa? ; TTpokeITT€i<; ;

AAKH2TI2

Xalp.

AAMHT02
(nr(t)\o/xr]v rd\a<;.

X0P02

^ijSrjKev, ovKir eariv W.h^Mr)Tov yvvij.

ETMHA02

l(i) fioi Tv^a^;. fia7a 87 kutco arp.

^€f3aK€i', ovKiT eaTiv, Si

TTciTep, v(f)' dXifo.

irpoKLirovaa 8' afiov ^iov

Q)p<f>avi<Tei' TXdficov.

iSe yap I'Se /3Xe(f)apou

KOI TTaparovovf; ^^epaf.

inraKova-ov ukovctov, co /xuTep, dvTid^co

<T iyu), /xdrep, iyo)

* * KoKovfiai a o

<TO<i ttotI aolai TrLrvtov aTOfiaaiv I'eocrcro?.

AAMHT02
T7]v ov Kkvovaav ouS' opoyaav wctt' eyw

Koi (T(f>(o ^apela avp,(f)opd TreTrXijypeda.

ETMHA02

veo'i eyo), irdrep, \€i7ro/j.ai (plXa^ di'T.

pov6(Tro\6<i T€ fiarpo^i- a»

a-^erXca Bi] iraduiv
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ALCESTIS

ALTESTIS

Nothing am I henceforth. 390

AOMETUS
All, leav'st thou us ?

AUESTI8

Farewell. [Dies.

ADMETL'S

O wrrtch undone I

CHonrs
Gone,—gone! No more she lives, Athnctus" wifr !

EL'MEI.fS

(Sir.)

\\ De for my lot!—to the toiiih hath niv nxitlu-r i\v-

sc«iulf(l, (k-sctii(lcd I [the sun

Never again, O my father, she seeth the light of

111 anguish she leaves U'^ ^|>^^iaken : the storv is

ended, is ended, [motherless life is begun.

Of her sheltering love, and the tale of the

Ivook— look on her eyelids, her hands drooping nerve-

less ! O hear me, O hear me ! 400

It is I— I besceeh thee, my mother I—thine own
little, own little bird ' [me, so near me ;

It is I— (), I east me upon thee—thy lips are so near

Unto mine am I pressing them, mother !— I plc^ad

for a word —but a word !

ADMKTIS
With her who he.ircth not, nor seeth : ye
And I are stricken with a heavy doom.

EUMELL'S

(.4nt.)

And I am but a little one, father—so young, and for-

saken, forsjiken. [shall be mine!
Forlorn of my mother—O hapless ! a weariful lot
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AAKH2TIS

eyo) epya * » av re,

410 cruyKa(Ti fwi Kovpa,

* avverXa^'

* * * * (t) Trdrep.

avovar di'SvaT ivvfi^ev<Ta<;, ouS^ yrjpfo^

e/3a9 reKo^ avv rdh^'

e(t>9iT0 yap 7rcipo<i,

ol^o/xeva^ he aov, fidrep, oXwXev oiko^,

X0P02

"ASp.yjr, dvdyKt] rdaSe (TVfi(f>opd<i (pipeiv

ov ydp Tt 7rpo)~o<; ovSe \oia6io<; ^poroiv

yvi'aiKO<; eV^X?}"? i]/j.7r\aK€<;' yiyvroaKe 8k

r»)<? Trdaiv i)fuv Kardavelv o<^el\eTai„

AAMHT02
420 i-rr/aTafinL ye, kovk d(f)i'a) kukov ToSe

TrpoaeTTTaT- elZo)<; 8' avT €T€tp6/j,r)v Trd\at.

dW\ €K(^opdv ydp rovBe OtjcrofiaL veKpov,

irdpeare Koi /xevovT€<; dvTi)xrjcraTe

iraidva rro KUTOjOei' dxTirovhro dew.

Trdatv he SeaaaXolaiv oiv iyw Kparat

TrevOov^ yvi>aiKO<; rrjcrBe KOivovcrOai Xiyca

fcovpa ^vpi'jKei Kal ficXafXTreTrXro aroXfj.

TeOpiTTTrd 6' ot t^evyvvaOe xal fiovdfnrvKa<;

7rci)\ov<;, (TiSijpfo refiver avy^evcov (f)6^rji\

430 avkdiv Be fiij Kar dcTTV, fit) \vpa<? KTV7ro<;

€(TT(o (je\}]va<; BcoBeK eKifKr^povfieva^'

ov ydp 7 IV dWov <^i\Tepov Odyjrco veKpov

roi'S" ouS" dfieivov el<; e^i' d^ia Be fiot

rifitj<i, eirel redirqKev dvr ifiov fiomf.
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ALCESTIS

And thou, little niaidiii, my sister, the burden hast

tikcn, hast taken,

Which thv brother may bear not alone, and a

weariful lot shall be thine. 410

father, of long-livinij love was thy niarriaj^c un-

cherished, unchr-rishcd :

Thou hast won not the poal of old age with the

love of tliy youth at thy side ;

For. or ever she came to the fulness of days, sh«- hath

IM-rished, hath jK-rislu-d ;

And the home is a wn-ck and a ruin, for thou, O my
mother, hast died I

cnoiius

Adnutus, this affliction nrnst thou bear.

\nt lirst of ninrtajs tliou, nor thou the last

1 List lost a nul)Ir wife ; and, be thou sure,

I r<tm us. from all. this d«-bt is diu- —to die.

AI>MKTL-8

I know it : nowise unfftn-scen this ill 420

I lath swooped on me : long anguished I foreknew it.

Hut— for to burial must I lu'ar my (lead

—

Stay ye, and, t.irr}ing. echo back my wail

To that dark (ii»d whom no drink -offerings move.

And all 'I'hessalians over whom I ndc
I hid take j>.irt in mourning for this woman
\\ ith shaven head .md s.-il)le-shrouding robe.

.\nd ye wliieh yoke the cars four-horsed, or steeds

()f single frontlet, shear with steel their manes.
\lusie of flutes the city through, or lyres, 4.Vi

He none, while twelve moons round their circles out :

I'or dearer dead, or kinder unto me
I shall not bury : worthv of mine honour

Is she, for she ali»ne hath di<-d for me.
[AVi/ trith attendants l>earing in the cnrp.rr.
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AAKH2TIS

XOP03
w TleXiov dvyarep, arp. a
'y^aipovad fioi elv ^Xiha cojioktiv

rov avaXiov olkov oiKeTevoi^.

tcTToo 8' 'At5a9 6 ^leXaY^^atVa? 6eo<i 09 t irrl kcotto,

440 TT-qhaXiw re yepcov

V€Kp07rOfl7r6<i IX^t,

TToXv Si] TToXv Bi] yvvalK dpiarav

Xifivav W-^epovTLav iropev-

aa^ iXdra Bikcotto).

TToXXd ae fiovaoiroXoi avr. a
fieX-yp-ovac Ka$' eTTTdrovov r opelav

yeXvi' ev t dXvpoi^; /cXeoi/re? v/j.voi<;,

"^TrdoTa kvkXo<; uvcku Kapveiov TrepivicraeTai wpa^

450 fiy]vo<i, d€(po/u€va<;

Travvv^ov creXdva^,

Xiirapalcri t €v 6X3Lai(iWddi'ai<;.

roiav eXiTre*; Oavovcra /loX-

TTCLv fieXecov dot8oc<;.

eid^ eV e'/iot fiev eir), aTp, ^
Svvai/xav Se ere Trefiyfrai

<f)do<; €^ WiSa repdfivcov ,

K.coKvrov T€ peWpoiV

TTora/jLia veprepa re kcottci.

4G0 (TV ydp, 0) fjLova, w (f>LXa yvvaiKcov,

ai) Tov aind<i

erXa<; ttoctiv avrl ad^ dfielylrai

•\lrv)(d<; €^ "AiSa. KOv(f)a <jot

xOoov €7rdvo)6e irecroi, yvvai. el ^4 ri

Kaix'ov eXoiro Xe;^09 TTocTiq, ?; /i</\' av €fioiy' dv eirj

crTuyri6ei<; t€kpoi<; t€ rot'i <70t<».
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ALCESTIS

rnonirs

O Pelias' daughter, I hail thee: (Sir. 1)

I wave thee eti-riial farewell

To thine home wlu-re the darkness must veil thee,

Where in Hades unsunned thou shalt dwell.

Know, Dark-haired, thy grey Spirit-watter

I lath sped not witli twy-pl.-ishing oar 440

Woman nobler, nor shall spet-d hereafter

To Acheron's shore.

For the seven-stringed shell, or for pa-aji (./-//. 1)

I'nharped, shall thy fame be a song.

When o'er Sjwirta the mo(»n Canu-an

High rideth the whole night long. 450

And in Athens the wealthy and splendid

Shall thy name on her Iwinls' lips ring

;

Such a theme hast tliou left to be blended

With the lays that they sing.

O that the jxjwer were but in me, (V/r. 2)

From the chambers of Hades, to light.

And from streams of Gxjytus, to win thee

With the oar of the River of Night !

dear among women, strong-hearted 460

From Hades to ransom thy lord

!

Never spirit in such wise departed.

Light lie on thee, Ijidy, the sward !

And, if ever thine husband shall mate him
Again with a bride in thv ste.id,

1 will loathe him, his childr»ii shall hate him.

The babes of the dead.
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AAKH2TIS

/j,aT€po<; ov 6e\ovcra<:; avr. ^
irpo iraiSo'i ^dovl Kpv-ylrac

8ifji,a<i, ovBe irarpo'^ yepatov,
*******
ov €T€Kov S', ovK €r\ai' pvecrOai

470 cr^erX/ftj, iroXiav e^^o/'-e XaiTav,

(TV S" iv Tj^a

via irpodavovaa <^&)to9 o^i-)(€i.

TotavTa^ e^rj fioi Kvpaac

a-vvSvuSo'; <^tX/a<? u\6-)(^ov' tovto yhp
iv ^lOTCfi airdviov /j.€po<i- rj yap av ifJLOiy aXuTTO?

Bt al6ivo<; av ^vveu).

HPAKAH2
^ivoi, ^€paia<i rr^ahe Kcofirjrai ^dovo^,

"ABp-rjTOv iv hofioiatv apa Kiyyavw ;

X0P02
€(TT iv Sofioia-i rrral'i 4>6pj;T09, 'HpaVXeK.
aXX' e/Ve XP^^^ '^^'^ ^^ (-)ea(Ta\o)v x^ora

480 TrifiTrei, ^l>€paiov ciarv Trpoarrival Tohe.

HPAKAH2
^ipvvBiw TTpuaaco tlv ]Lvpv(T6€i ttovov,

X0P02
Ka\ iroL TTopivei ; t^ irpnai^ev^ai ifKdvfp;

HPAKAH2
SpT]K6<i rirpcopov dpfxa Ato/xijBov^ p-ira.

X0P02
TTW'? ovv BvvJ](T€i ,* fxwv direipo^ ei ^ei'ov

;

HPAKAH2
aTreipo'i' oinro) J^kjtovwv rjXOov x^ova.

X0P02

OVK €(TTiv itTTTOiv BeaTTOcrai (T avev fiax^'i'
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ALCESTIS

WIjcu his motljcr would not be contented (.Int. 2)

To lii(K' her for liini in the tomb,
Nor his <;iey-liaired father consented,

L nliolpen he Kxiked on his doom. [not,

Whom tliey bare—the liard-hearled !—they cared

Thoui;h hoary their locks were, to save I 470

Thou art j^one, for thy fjreat Io\c s|)ared not

Thy bIn-,vom of youth from the jjrave.

Ah, may it be mine, such comnniniKii

Of heart-s !

—
'tis vouchsafed unto few :

—

Then ours should be sorrowlcss union

Our life-days thriiui;h.

hnler merclm.f.m.

HERCLI.»>

Strangers, who dwell in this I'lieraean land.

Say, do I find Admetus in his home ?

CMOHUS
Ilercules, in his home is i'heres' son.

Vet s;iy, what brings thee to Thessalian land,

That thou shouldst come to this Pbcraean town ? 4d0

niCRCt'LKS

.\ ti)il lor King Eurjstheus, lord of Tiryns.

rnoius
And whither journeyest ? I'u wli.it \\.iiiii< rings

yoked ?

nKllCULt-^

I'\)r Thraeian Diomedes' four-horsed c.ir.

fHORfS
i Inw canst thou ? Sure he is unknown to thee !

\iy.HCVLtJ*

Unknown: Bistonian land I never saw.

CHORUS
Not save by battle may those steeds be won.
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AAKH2TI2

HPAKAH2
a\\' ouS' aTrenTUi' T01/9 Trorou? olov r ifioL.

X0P02
KTavoiv ap' rj^ei<; >; Oavoyv avrov /ierei?.

HPAKAH2
ou TOj'S' uyowa Trpcorov av Bpdfxoi/x eyco.

X0P02
490 Tt 6' liv Kpar>jaa<; BeaTruTijv irXeov \a^0L<;

;

HPAK.\H2

TTCOXOI"? Uiru^CO KOtpUlHO TipVl'OLO).

X0P02
oi'K €vuap€<; ^a\ti'6i> ep-fBaXelv yvdOoi^,

HPAK.\H2

ei /i/y 76 TTvp TTveovcri p.vKTi)pQ)p airo.

XOP02
«\\' di'Bpa^ dpra/xovai \aiyp-i]pai<; yvu6oi<i.

HPAKAH2
6))po)v opiiwv ^opTov,

01'
Y t'TTTTajj' Xe7ei9,

XOP02
<^('nva<i rSoi? «i^ aif-iaaiv 7r€(f)vpfieva<;,

HPAKAH2
Ti'i'o? 8' 6 6p€\p-a<i Trail; 7raTpo<; KOfXTrd^eTai ;

XOP02
"Apeof, ^a)(pvaov (dpr]Kia<i ttcXt?;? dva^.

HPAKAH2
/cai TOJ'Se Tovfiov Sai/j,oi'0<; ttovov \e7et9,

600 (TKXyjpo'i yap liel Kal Trpof atTro? ep^erai,

el ^7] fi€ iraicrlv 01)9 "A/^j/? eyeivaro

fiu\^i]v (TVi'dyp-ai, irpwra /j.€v Avfcdovi,

avdt<; Be Kvkvco, TovBe 6' ep^ofiat rpirov

dyuiua 7rcoXoi<; BeairoTfj re avfi^aXdv,
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ALCESTIS

HERCULES
Yet fliiK-Ii I may not frtun the ap|H)intcd toils.

( IliiliUS

riiy life or his—a triiiinpli or a jfrave.

IIERCt'LES

Nut this llic first time I have run such course.

t'ilOKl'S

What profit Is it if tliou shiy thi-ir lord? 490

IIEH(L't.U

riiose steeds shall I drive U-ick to Tiryiis' king.

CIIOIIl'S

I I.ird Uisk, to set the bit hrtuixt their jaws.

IIEIK II.E-S

Ihat shall I, if their nostrils breathe not fire.

\tn, liiit with raveninjf jaws do they rend men.

UEHVl'l.tja

do to— thus mountain-wolves, not horses, feast.

moms
N;iy, tlnui canst sec their cribs l>esprent with f^orc.

MKIK I i.m

\\ liDin Ixp.istcth he for father, he that reared them?

CHOIIU9

.\i( s, tin li.nl of 'I'hracia's golden shields.

IIKIU ll.f.s

1 hou sjiy'sl : such toil my fate imposeth still,

Harsh evermore, u|)hillward straining ave, 500

If I must still in b.ittle close with sons

(iotten of Ares; with Lycaon first,

.\iid Cycnus then ; and lo, I come to grapplc-^-

Tijc third strife this—with yon steeds and their lord.
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AAKH2TI2

aXX' ovTC<; ecrriv Of top W.\k/xi']i^i]<; yovov

Tpeaavra "XJ^lpa iroXefiiav ttot oy^erat.

XOP02
Ko\ fiijv 6B avTo^ rfjaBe Koipavoq '^Oopo^

"AS/iT^TO? €^(0 S(OfJ.dT(i)V TTopeveTui.

AAMHT03

X"^P> ^ A<o>> Tral Ylepaeto^ t d(pi' aip.aTO<i.

HPAKAH2
510 "A^fiijTe, Kal av ^aipe, ^€<T(Td\Mi' uva^.

AAMHT02
0i\oi/x av evi'ovv e>' oina a €^(~i(TTap.ai.

HPAKAH2
ri x^prjfia Kovpd TrjSe Trevt^Lfxfp 7rpe7rei9

;

AAMHT02
ddirreiv riv ev ttjS' i)p.€pa fj.iW(o v€Kp6v.

HPAKAH2
diT ovv T€Kvcov aCov Trrjp.ovrjv eipyoi deo^l.

AAMHT03
^CocTiv KUT otfcov'i 7raiSe<; o(>9 €(f>vcr' iyco.

HPAKAH2
TTUTijp y€ p,r]i' atpalo'i, etirep oi^eTot.

AAMHT02
KuKeivo^ taTL y_i) T€Kovad ft, 'llpdxXet^.

HPAKAH2
ov fiT}v yui't) 7' 6\(o\€p''A\Kr)aTC<; aeOev ;

AAMHr02
hiifKov^ eir avn'] p,v0o<; ticTTi fioi Xiyeiv.

HPAKi\H2

520 TTuTepa Oavovaij<; elira^ 7} ^(oai)<; Tript;

AAMHT02
eariv tc kovk^t eariv, dXyvvei. Si fjue.
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ALCKSTIS

Mut the man lives not who shall tver see

Alc-ineim's son flinch from a foeman's hand.

CIIORfS

L<i. there himself, the ruler of the rcahn,

Aiiiiittus, Cometh forth his i>alace-hall.

Killer M)M»rTUS.

,M)Ml.rUrt

Jov to thee, sprung from Zeus' and Perseus' hl«MMl I

MKIICL'LU

Admetus, joy to thee, Thessalia's king
'

510

AUMKTfs {asidf)

Joy?—would 'twere mine I (aloud) inniivs' thy

go«xi heart 1 know.
UKHCVl.KS

Wherefore for mourning shaven sliow'st thou thus f

AnMirrr-*

riiis day mu-^t I commit to earth a c«»rpse.

IIKilCL'LEfl

Now heaven forfeiul thou moum'st for children ilead I

AUMKIU"*

In mine home live the liabes whom 1 In-gat.

Sooth, death-ripe were thy sire, if he Ix- gone.

ADMim*
lie livtth. and my mother, Hercules.

nKnrui.Es

Surely. O surely, not thy wife, .\dmetus ?

ADMjrrus

Twotold must l)e mine answer touching her.

HERrri.E-s

Or hatli she di«d, say'st thou, or liveth yet ? 020

AOMtTtS

She is, and she is not : here lies my grief.
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AAKH2TI2

HPAKAH2
ovBev Ti fidWov olB^- dcr)]fia yap \ey€i<i.

AAMHT05
ovK olcrda /j,0Lpa<i ?*;<? rvxelv avrr^v xpewv

;

HPAKAH2
olh^ avT\ (Tov ye KarOavilv v<^einevr)v-

AAMHT02
TToi? ovv €T eariv, etirep yveaev rdSe

;

HPAKAH2
d, p.j] irpoKKaC clkoitlv, €t9 to5 dp,'^a\ov.

AAMHT02
ridvyjx fiiWcov, KovxiT eaff 6 Kardai'cov.

HPAKAH2
^wpi9 TO t' elvat kuI to fiij vofiL^erai.

AAMHT02
(Tif TTjBe Kpivei^, '\\pdK\€i<i, Keivrj B eyo).

HPAKAH2
i3u Ti BfjTa K\aLet<; ; tl<; <j)i\o)i' o KcnOavtDV ;

AAMHT02
yvin'j- yvi'aiKO<; dp~l(o<; p,€fii>f')p.€da.

HPAKAH2
6dveL0<i fj (To\ crvyyevrj'i yeyiocrd Tt?;

AAMHT02
60v€io<;, aWa)<; 8' ^)v dvayKaia B6fioL<:.

HPAhL\H2

Trw<r ovv iv oiKoi<i crolacv oiXeaev ^lov

;

AAMHT02
Trarpo^ davovTO^ ivBdh' a)p(f)avev€TO.

HPAKAH2

(f)€V.

u6' rjvpofieu a\ "ABfiijTe, fii) \v7rovfi€uoi/.
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ALCESTIS

Nothing the more I krir)\v : dark sayings thine.

ADMtrrus

KiKiw'st not the fate to whieli she is foredoomed?

HEHClLts
I know she phdfied herself to die for thee.

ADMfrTLS

I low Uves she then, if she to this consent«tl ?

IIKHCl'trJ

\I<iurn not tliy wW'r ere dead : nhide the liour.

ADM ETCH
( )nc doomed is dead ; tlie dead hath ceased to he.

HKH( ri »
Diverse are these—to Im- iuu\ not to l)c.

AUMJ.TUS

I'his, Hercnh-s, thy sentenee : that is mine.

iu:iicL-i.ius

lUit now, why weep'st thou ? \N h.it dt-.ir friend is

dead ? 6au

AOMKIIM
.V \Minian— hers th<- nirmorv we mourn.

iiy.ncvi.ta

Some .stranmr iHini, or ni^h of kin to tiue?

ADMKTU9
A stranmr born : yet near and dear to us.

HKHCULES
How ched a stranger then in house of thine?

ADMjrri's

.\n orphan here she dwelt, her father dead.

nKHcri.f>

\\ ould 1 had found thee mourning not, Admetui.
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AAMHT02
0)9 Bt] ru Spdacop rov^ v7roppd'irr€i<; Xoyov

;

HPAKAH2
^ii>cov 77/309 dWooi' eariav iropevcrofiai.

AAMHT02
ovK ecTTiv, (opa^- firj roaovh^ ekOoL KaKov,

HPAKAH2
540 Xv7rov/uei'oi<; uj^\)]pu<, el fioXoi, ^evo^;.

AAMHT02
reOvacTLv ol 6ai'ui>T€^- «\X' 10' et9 Sofiov^;.

HPAIC\H2

aiaypov irapd KKaiovai doivdadai <^i\oi,<i,

AAMHT02
ywpi'i ^epojpi'i eiaiv ul a ead^ofxep.

HPAK.\H2

pje.d€<i fie, Kai croi fivpiap e^w y^tipip.

AAMHT02
OVK earip dWov cr dpBpof eariap p.o\eiP.

7)yov av 7(phe Bcofidrwp e^coTriov^;

^t/'(ui'a9 01^0 9, T0t9 T €(f)eaTO)atv <f)pd<Tov

airwv iraptilpaL 7r\y]0o<;- ep de KXrjcraTe

dvpa<i fiecrav\ov<i' ov TrpeTrei Ooivcofiipov^i

550 KXvtip (TTepayp-wp ovhe Xv7rel<rdai ^epov^.

X0P02
Tt Bpd'i ; ToiavTi]^ <TV/ji(f)opd<i 7rpu(TKeifiepi]<;,

"AS/xr/re, To\/ia9 ^epoBoKeip ; ri p-iapos ei

;

AAMHT02
dXX^ el Boficop crcfye Kal 7ro\e&J9 air/jXaaa

^epop pAjXopra, p.dXXop up p. eiTTjpeaa'i ;

ov S'/t', eirei pot av/j-cpopd p.ep ovBev dp
peiwp eyiyver, d^epcorepos S* eyd).
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ADMirri-R

Av so ?—what purpose lurktth 'ncath thv word ?

HEH( t'l.FJ*

On will 1 to another host's hcarth-wtlcoinf.

AOMim'S
It cannot bt- : may no such ffrief Ix-fall I

HrRrn.Kji

A bur(l«n unto niouniers comes the ffuest. MO
ADMrrt's

Dfjid arc the dead :—but enter thou mine house.

HERCULES

Twcre shanu- to banquet in the house of wecpinp.

ADMETlTd

Aloof the guest-halls are Mhere we will lodge thee.

HEIULI.Ex

l>ct nw pass on : so earn my thanks unt.M.

ADMETUH
Unto anothrr s In uih thou canst not go.

[To an attrndaui'^ Ho thou, lead on : o|>cn the guest-

halls l(M)king

Awav from these our chanilwrs. Tell mv stewards
To set on meat in plenty. Shut withal

The mid-court d<Hirs : it fits not that the guests,

1 lie whilf they feast, luar wailings, and be vexed. S60

[I-ItU IIEKCILKS.
cHoms *•

\\ hat dost thou ?—such affliction at the door.

And j^ucsts for tlicc. .\dnietus ? ;\rt thou mad ?

AOMETfS
Hut had I ilriven him from my home and citv

Who came my guest, then hadst thou praised nic mf»rc?

Nav, verilv : mine affliction so had grown
No less, and more inhospitable were I 1
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AAKH5TIS

Kal 7r/309 KaKoidv aWo tout ai> *ii' kukov,

Sofiov^ KoXelaOai roix; efiovf KaKo^ii>ov<;.

auTO'i S' upiarov Tovhe Tvy)(^(ii'0) ^evov,

560 orav ttot "A.p'yov^ hiy^iax' ^6ai yQdva.

X0P05

7raJ9 ovv €Kpv7rTe<; rov irapovra BacfMova,

<f>i\ov fio\6vro<; dvhpo'i, co^i avro^ Xeyei'; ;

AAMHT02
ovic av TTOT 7]0€\i]cr€i> etcreXdeiv Sofiov^,

el TMV €fio)v Ti TrrifiuTcov eyvcopicre.

Kai T(o p.€i', olfiat, dpow tuS" nv (f)pov€ip So/fW,

oti8' aivi(T€t fie- Tiipa 6 ovk eiriaTaTat

p.e\adp arroiOelv ovh^ uTipd^ttv ^eroi'f.

X0P02
crrp. a

& iroXv^eit'Of; Kal €\€v6€po<; dvBpo'i del ttot oiko^,

ai Toi Kal o T[v0io<; €v\vpa<: 'AttoWwz'

570 yj^ioxre vaieiv,

er\a Be (rolai pii)\ov6pA^

ev h6p.oi<i yeveadai,

Bo-)(judv Sia KXtrvMi'

^oaKt]/xaai crolai avpi^rov

7rotfiVLTa<; vfiei'aiov<f.

dvT. a
<Tvv 8' eiroifiaii'oi'-o xapa fieXecov ^oKiai Tt \vyKe<i,

e^a he \nrova "Odpvo^; vdirav XeovTwv
580 a Sa(j)oivo<; T\w

yopevae S' (ifi(f)l adv Kiddpav,

^boi^e, TTOlKlXoOpl^

ve^po<; v\lnKOfj.(iM> irepav

^aivovcT iXarav (T(f)vp(f> Kovcfxp,

'X^aipova^ ev(f)poiu p.o\Tra.
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ALCESTIS

And to mine ills were added tliis In-sidc,

That this my hinne were called "(iuest-hatin^ Hall."

^'i a. and myself have proved him kindli<-.'5t host

\N hene'er to Arj;i»s' thirstv plain I fared. WO

tHoHfS
Why hide then the dread Presence in tlie house.

When came a friend ? Thyself liast named him friend.

Never had he l)«-«-n won to pass my doors,

Had he one whit of mine aHiirtions known.
To sonu", I wot, not wise herein I >.«-«-m.

Nor will such praise : but mine halls have not Uarnt

To thrust away nor to di&honour guests.

CHOHlH
(.v/r. n

Halls throrijird of the piuht.s ever welcome,

dwrllui^

Of a lun», tor evrr the home of the free,

I'hr I^ird of the lyn-strings sweet In-yond telling,

.\|K>llo, hath deigne<l to sojourn In thee.

Amid thine habitations, a shepherd of sheep,

riu flocks of .^dmetus h«- sr«»rned not to keep,

While the shepherds" bridal-strains, s<»ft-swclhng

From his pipe, |H'aled over the t>lant-blo|H-d lea.

{.Int. 1)

.\n(l th<- sjHjtted lynx< s for joy of thy singing

Mixed with thy rim-ks ; and from Othris" dell

IriMtped tawny lions : the witehcry-winging

Notes brought dancing around thy shell,

I'hwbus, the dappled fawn from the shadow

Of the tall-tressed pines tripping forth to the mculow,

H«-ating time to the ehim«- of the rapture-ringiiiu'

Music, with light feet traiuid by its spell.
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TOiyap irokv^rfKoTOLTav <JTp. /8

€<TTiav oIk€1 Trapa KaWivaov
590 ^oi^i'av Xi'fJLvav ap6T0t<i Bk yvav

KoX TreCicov Ba7reooi<i

opov ci/j.<f)l fiev (i€\iou Ki>€({)aiav

iTriroaTaaiv aWepa rav ^\o\ocraoiV [opeoiv] TiOerai,

TTOVTiov 8' Aiycutov iir ciKrav

aXi'fiei'OV lh]\LOV Kparvvei.

Kcu vvv Sofiov afiireTaaaf; am. ^
he^aro ^elvov vorepro ^\€(f)dprp,

ra<; (f>L\a<; KXaicov aX6;^oi/ viKvv iv

6W hoop-acTiv apTiOav?)'

TO yap evyevef eK^eperai 7rpo<; alBcb.

ev Toi'i dyadolcri Be ttcivt ereartv cro(f)ia<;. ayafiar

7rpo9 8' €fia '^vX'} O(ipao<; ycTTOi

Oeocrefii] <f)0}ra KeBva irpd^eiv.

AAMHT02

dvBpcov ^V>epaL(i}v evfi€V)]<; Trapovaia,

v€KVV fiev ^8;; wdvT eyovra TrpocnroXoi

<f)€pnvaii> dpBr]j> et'? Td(f)ov re Kai irvpdv

vfi€l<; Be Ti]V Oavovcrav, to? vofii^erai,

61ii 7rpo(rei7raT e^iovaav va-Tdrrjv oBov.

XOP02

KoX fiTjv opoi crbv irarepa yyjpaua ttoBI

(neixovr , 6TraBou<; t' ev \epmv Bdfiapri crrj

Kocfiov (pepovTWi, veprepwv dydX/xaTa.

EPH2
i)KO} KaKoiai aoiau crvyfcdfivoyv, tIkvov

eaOXrjii ydp, ovBel<; avrepel, koI aco(f)povo^
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{Sir. 2)

Wherefore the flocks of my lord unnumbered
Mv tli<- I^jcbinn nu-rc fair-ripplinj; stray ;

•'''90

\\ lure tlic steeds of the sun hall, darkness-cumbered,

Bv Molossian mountains, far away
The borders lie of his gulden grain.

And his rolling stretches of jwisturc-plain ;

And the havenless lK*ach Aegean hath slumlnTrd
Tuder INlion long 'neath the |>eaee of his swav.

{.h.t. 2)

And now, with the tears from his eyes fast-raining,

\S ide hath he opi-ncd Iiis d<Mirs to the guest,

\\ hilc ne\Nlv his h<-art 'ncath its burd<-n is straining.

For the wife that hath di<(l in his halls distnss«-«l. 600

l"or to honour's heights arc the high-born lifted,

And the good are with tru<-st wisdom fitted ;

And ther«' IipmhIs on mine heart i»right trust

unwaniiig

That the uiKl-re\erer shall yet be blest.

AOMKTUS
kindl\ presence ot Pheraean men, [ser\ants

This corpse even now, with all things meet, my
H<ar on their sl>ould<-rs to the tond) and |)vri-.

\\ Ik refore, as custom is, hail ye the dead,

On the Lust journey as she gocth forth. 610

rnours
Lo, 1 beh<»ld tliv sire with aged f{K»t

Advmeing : his attendants in their hands
Hear ornaments to deck the dead withal.

Knlrr rnKKCs trith aliendants hearing gij^-^.

1 come in thine atflictions sorrowing, son :

A noble wife and virtuous h;ist thou lost,
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yvvaiKo<; rjfidpTT]/ca<;. aXkh ravra fiev

(f)ep€iv avayKJ] Kuiirep ovtu Bvcrcbopa.

Be^ov 8e KocTfiov rovBe, koX Kara )(dovo<i

Xroy TO TavTr]<; (T(o/j.a Tipaadat ^pecov,

620 T/Tff ye ri]<; (Tj}? irpovdave "^vx^l^, reKvov,

Kai /i' ovK aTratS' eOi]K€v ouS' eiaae aov
(TTepevTa yjpa irevdifia) Kara(^6ii>eiv,

ndaaa S' eBrjKev evKXeecTTepov ^iov

yvvai^iv, epyov TXdcra yevvalov To8e.

0) TovSe fiev croiaac , dvacm'jcracra 8k

i]p.d<i TTtTi'ovTa?, 'yalpe, kuv "\i8ov 86fioi^

€v aoL yeroiTO. (f)j]p.l TOtovTov<; ydpov^
\veiv (Sporoiatv, i) yufxeiv ovk a^iov.

AAMHT02
out' y\Oe<; ei? t6v8' e^ ipov kXtjOcI^; Td(f)ov,

630 out' eV (plXoicn crrjv irapovaiav vipw.

Kucrp.ov 8k ~ov (Tov ovrroO' i}8' ei>8vaerai.

oil yap Ti Tcov acbv eV6e^<» ratpyjcreTai.

t6t€ ^vvaKyeiv XPU^ ^^ ^"^^ coXXvprjv eyco.

av S' iKTTo8(M)v aTa<i kox irapei'; aXXto davetv

pea) yeprov b)v, tovB' dTroip,<o^€i vexpov ;

OVK yjad' dp" 6pd(o<; T0v8e <T(oparo<; Trar/jp ;

ov8^ ij TCKelv <j)d(Tf{ov(Ta kuI KeKXifp^vq

pi'jTTjp yii' ert/cre ; BovXlov 5'
d(f)* aipaT0<;

paaT(p yvvaiKo^ (ti)^ vTre^Xrjdijv XdOpa ;

640 e8ei^a<; eh eXey^ov e^eXOoyv o? el,

Ka'i /x' ov vopi^ft) 77ai8a aov iTe^vKevai.

1) rdpa TcdvTcov BtairpeTrei^i uyfrvxia,

0<f T1]XtK0(T8' 0)V KUTTl Tf/D/i' l)K(in> fSlOV

OVK }j8eX})aa<; ov8' €T6Xpr)(Ta<; Oaveh>

TOV (TOV irpo 'nai86<i, dXXd •n']v8'' eldrraTe

'fvvalK odveiav, y}v eyo) kuI p.rjrepa
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ALCESTIS

None will jjainsay : yet these calamities

\Vc lu-fds must bear, how hard to ln-ar soever.

Uiicivf these ornaments, ami let her |wiss

Htiieatli the earth : well may the eorpse be honoured
Ot" her who for thy life's siikv di«-d, my son ;

6J0

W ho made me not unehilded, left nje not

1orlorn of thee to pine in woe-ful t Id.

In )ill her sisters" eyes she hath erowned her life

W ith jjlory. daring such a deed as this.

() .saviour of mv son, who hast rais«-d us up
In act to fall, all Imil ! May bliss l)c thine

I'.ven in Hades. Thus to wed, I say,

i'rofiteth men—or noth in;;-worth is marriage,

KDUKTVS

\nt bidden of me to her burial comest thou,

.\(>r eount I thine the presenee of a friend. 690

Thine «)rnaments she never shall put on
;

She shall be buried needinp naught of thine.

Thou grieve !—thou shouldst have grieved in my
death-hour

!

Thou stood"st aloof—the old. didst leave the young
To die : —and wilt thou wail ujM»n thi;* corpse.*

Wast thou not, then, true father of my lx»tly?

Did she tfjat .sjiid she Iwre nie. and was ealhd

Mother, n«»t give me birth ? Of Inindman IiIimkI

I'o thv wife's bre.Hst was I brought privily r

Put to the test, thou showedst who thou art, 640

And I account me not thy tnie-l>orn son.

I'eerless of men in soulless cowardice I

So old, and standing on the verge of life,

Thou hadst no will, no heart hadst thou to die

For thine own son ! Ye let her die, a woman
Not of our house, whom I with righteous cause
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irarepa t' av ev8iKQ)<; av rjyotfirjv fiovrjv.

KaiTOi Kokov y av t6v8^ dycov' r/yrovtcra)

Tov (Tov irpo 7ra<So? xarOavoov, ^pa\v^ Be aoi

650 7rdvrco<; 6 \onTo<; rjv /3t(joaifio<; y^povo^.

[/ca7(u t' civ e^wv %^Se tov \oltt6v ^(puvov,

KovK CIV pov(i)Oe\<; ecrrevov KaKol<; epol^.l

Kol prjv ocr^ dvBpa y^prj iraOelv evBaipova

TTerrovOaf;- ri^ricra<i fiev iv Tvpavvlhi,

7ral<; S' yv iyco aoi Twvhe hidhoxo's ho^icov,

wctt' ovk dT€Kvo<; Kardavcov dWoa Bo/mov

\eiyp-eiv e/xeXXe? 6pcf)av6v Siapirdaai.

ov fi7]v e'pet? ye p, 6i<; dripci^cov to crov

yrjpa<i daveiv TrpovScoKci cr^, oaTi^ alooc^pcov

GGO irpo^i a' r) pdXicrTa- Kavrl TOivhe poi xdpiv
TOidvSe KoX CTV ^7} TeKoiicr^ r/Wa^drrjV.

Toiydp cf)VTevcov TraiSa^; ovKer av cf)ddvoi<i,

o'l yy]po/3o(T/c/jrrovcn Kal davovTa ere

irepiareXovcn Kal TrpoOi'jaovTat veKpuv.

ov ydp cr^ eycoye ttjB^ epfj dciyfrco X^P'''

TeOvtjKU yap 8t] touttl cr'* el 6' dWov tv^^'^v

acoTt)po<; avyd<; elaopco, kclvov Xeyco

Kal TraiSd /x.' elvat Kal <f)L\ov yrjpoTp6cf)OV.

pdTT)v dp* 01 yepovTe<i euxovTac daveiv,

670 yy)pa<i yp-eyovTe'i Kal paKpov -vpovov fiiov •

rjv 5' 6*77 u? e\9r] ddvaTO<i, ouCet? ^ovXerai

Ovpa-Keiv, TO yy]pa<i S' ovKer^ e'crr' avTol<i fiapv.

XOP02
'navcraaS' , d\i<; ydp r; Trapovcra crvpcjiopd,

d) Tral' iraTpo'i he pi) Trapo^vvij<^ ^peva<i.

<I>EPH2

w Tral, Tiv avx^l'i} TToTepa AvBov rj ^^pvya

KaKol'i eXavveiv dpyvpcovrjTov aedev;
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Might count alone my mother and my father.

Yet here wils honour, hadst thou dared the strife,

In dying for thv son. A paltry space

i'o cling to life in anv wise was left. 650

Then had I lived, and she, through days to come.
Nor I. left lorn, should thus niiiu- ills bemo^in.

Yet all that may the fortunate betide

Fell to thy lot ; in manhood's prime a king,

.Me hadst thou son and heir unto thine house.

So that thou wast not, dying, like to leave

A childless home for stranger folk to spoiL

Nor canst thou say that flouting thy grey hairs

I Iiad giv'n thee up to deatii, whose reverence

For thee was passing word : - and this the thank 660

That thou and she that hare me render me I

Wherefore, make haite : beget thee other sons

I'o foster thy grey hairs, to eom|Kii.s thee

With death's observance, and lav out thy corpse.

Not I with this mine hand will bury thee.

I'or thee de.iil am I. If I see the light,

—

Another s;ivi(»ur found,— I call me son

To him, and loving fosterer of his age.

With false lips pray the old for death's release,

i'laining of age and weary-wearing time. 670

Let deatli draw near—who hails his coming.^ None :

No more is eld a burden unto them.

CHORL'9

O hush ! Suffice the affliction at tl>e doors.

O son, infuriate not thy father's soul.

Son, whom, think'st thou -some Lydian slave or

Phrygian

Bought witli thy money ?—thus beratest thou ?
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ovK olada (-^ecraakov fie kutto ^eaaaXav
7rarpo>i yeyoiyra yvr)cri(i)<; iXevOepov;

ayav vl3pi^€i<;, koI veavLa^; \6yov<i

680 pLTTTcov €9 i]pa<; ov (3a\(ov oi/T&)9 atrei.

eyco Si cr^ ockcov SeairoTijv eyeivdfnjv

Kadp€ylr\ 6(J)€l\ci) S' ov)( vTTepdvrjtjKeiv aeOev
ov yap iraTpfpov tovB^ iBe^dfirjv vopov,

TraiScov irpodv/ja/ceiv 7raTepa<i, ov8' 'E,Wi]vlk6v.

cravTW yap etVe 8vaTV^r]<; etr' evTV^h^

€(f)V<;' a 5' iip-oiv XP^)^ ^^ Tvyxdv€LV, eVei?.

TToWcov pev ap^e<9, TroXvTrXeOpov<; Be aoi yva<;

Xeiylrco- Trarpo^; yap tuvt ede^dprjv irdpa.

ri BrjTa a ijBlkijku; tou a dTToarepo);

GOO pr) dvfjcrx vTTep rovB' dvBpo<;, ovS' e^w Trpb aov.

'XciLpei<; opo)v (f}(x)<;' irarepa S' ov y^aipeti' BoKel^ ;

r) p.rjv TToXvv ye rov kutio \oyit^op.at

Xpovov, TO Be ^i)v p.iKpov, dX>C 6p(o<; yXvKv.

cri) yovv dvaiBo)<; Biep-d^ov to p.r] davelv,

Ka\ ^j]<; TTapeXOiiiv tijv ireTrpcopeinjv rv^V^t
ravTijv KaruKTa^;' cIt epi^v a\|rLi^('av

\eyeL^, yvvaiK6<i, eo KdKLad\ ijaatjpevo^,

i) Tov KuXov GOV irpovdavev veaviov;

(TO(f)(o<; B' e(f)j]vpe'i toa-re pi] Oavelv ttotc,

700 el Tt]i' Trapovcrav KarOai^elv ireiaei^ deX

yvvalV vTTep aov' kcit 6ve(Bi^ei<; (f)LXoi<;

TOt"? p,7] deXovai Bpdv rdB\ av7o<i wv kuko'^ ;

a'lya' v6p,i^e B\ el av rrjv aavrov (f)i\ei<;

yjrvx^jv, <f)i\elv dTravTa<;' el 5' T)^id<; KaKOi<i

ep€L<i, uKovcret TroWa kov yfrevBt] Kaxd.

X0P02
TrXeio) XiXexTUt vvv re Ka\ to. 7Tp]v KOfcd'

Travcrai Be, Trpea/Sv, rralBa aov KaKoppodHov.
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What, kndu'st tlioii n(»t tliat I Tlifssalian :im.

Sprung from llu-ssalian sire, free man trm -Ixiru?

'1 his Jnsok-ncf |«i.ss«tli !— hurling malapert uorils

On mc, not liiihlly thus shalt tliou eome otVI 680

Thee I begat and nurtured, of mine house

The heir : no debt is mine to (he for thee.

Not from my sires such custcjm I re«ei\«-d

That sires for sons sliould die : no (ireek law this.

Horn for thvself wast thou, to fortune go<Kl

Or evil : all thy dues from me thou hast.

O'er many folk thou rulest ; wide demesn«'s

l^hall I leave thee : to me my father left them.
\\ hat is mv wrong, my robbery of thee ?

For me die thou not, I die not for thee. 090

Thou joy'st to see light— shall thy father joy not .'

.^cjoth, 1 account our time beneath the earth

I-ong, and our life-s|Wiee short, yet is it swi« f.

Sliamclesslv hast thou fought against thy death :

Thv life is but transgression of thv doom
.\n(l iiHirder of thv wife I Mt/ cowardice !

—

Ihis from thee. dasLird, bv a woman outdone
Who died for tin c, the ghirious-gallant youth !

Cujuiing de\ice hast thou devised to die

Never, cajoling still wife after wife 700

To die for thee!—and dost revile thy friends

\\ ho will not so—and thou the coward, tlmu .'

IVaee I e'en bethink thee, if thou hiv'st thy \ii\',

So all love theirs. Thou, if thou speakest e\il

Of us, shalt hear much evil, and that true.

{ IIOIIL'S

Ye have s;iid too much, thou now, and he before.

Reftain, old sire, from railing on thy son.
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AAMHT05
Xey', 0)9 t'/iou \e^avTO<;' el 8' a\'y€i<; kXvcov

Td\7}0i<;, ov XP^)^
^^ ^*''» ^/^' ^^o-futprdveiv.

EPH2
710 coO 5' dv TrpoOvfjcTKO)}' fxdWov e^Tjfidprai'OP,

AAMHT02
ravTovyapri^oivT dvhpa koX irpea-^vv Oaveiv;

EPH2

AAMHT05
/cat /i.?;i^ Aio? ye p.ei^ova ^w?/? xpovov.

EPH2
d/)a yovevaiv ovBer efc8iK0i> TraOcop;

AAMHT02
fiaKpov ^iov yap jjadofiijv epwvrd ae,

+EPH2
aW' ou av vexpop 7' tivTi o-oO topB^ t'/c^epct?;

AAMHT02
arjfiela rfj<; cT>}«f, <w KuKiar , di/ri/^t'a?.

<frEPH2

ovrot 7rpo9 r/ficiyp 7' coXct • ou/c e/>€t9 ToSe.

AAMHT02

ei^' dz/8/3o<f €XOoi<i rouBe 7' et9 xpeiap ttotS.

<I>EPH2

7'20 fipijCTTeue 7roXXd9, 0)9 ddpcoai TrXeloP€<i,

AAMHT02
crot tout' oretSo9* ol' 70/3 17^6X69 Oapelv.

EPH2
(f)iXot> TO (f)€yyo<; tovto tov deov, ^iXov.

AAMHT02
KaKov TO Xijfia kovk ep dpSpdaiP to aov.
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APMKTUS
Say on, say on ; I have said : if hearinjr truth

(iall thfc, thou sluiuldest not ha\c (Imir m«- \vrim<T.

I had done more «n>iij;, hjid I «licd fur thrc. 710

AUMKTLS
W li.it. fur the young and «>ld is death the same?

I'llKKM

( 'lie Ute to live, not twain—tliis is our «Iue.

AUMETLS
li.ive th\ desire—one hfe outlasting Zeus.

Dost curse thy parents, who liast had im wrong?

AUMri ts

.\y, whom 1 iii.irked lov«--siek for (iateless life.

NN hat ?—art not hurving her in thine own stead?

AOMtms
A token, dastaril, of thy eowardiee.

IMIKHIIS

I (liii her IK it to (h ath : thou canst n<»t say it.

APMKTUS
Mayest thou teel tliy need of me some ilay I

IMIKIiUS

W oo nianv wonun, that the more niav die. 720

ADMKTfS
i'his taunt strikes thee

—
'tis thou wast loth to die.

IMIF.it LS

Sweet is yon sun-god's light, yea, it is sweet.

ADMfrrus

H.vse is thy spirit, and unnuet for men.
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EPH2
ovK €yye\a<; yepovra ^aardi^wv vexpov.

AAMHT02
davel ye p.ev70L Sv<TK\€J)<i, orav ddvp^,

EPH2
KaK(o<i ciKoveiv ov p,e\€t Oavomi fioi,

AAMHT02
(^ev (f)€V' TO yjjpa<; oxj dvaiSelw; ttXccoj/.

EPH2
^8' ov/c (\i'ai8i]<;' TTji'B^ i<f>7]vp€<; dtf>pova.

AAMHT02
drreXde Kufie toj'S' ea ddy\rai ve/cpov,

EPH2
730 direifir Od-^ei^ 6' avTo<i (ov avTt]<i ^ov€v<;,

SiKWi T€ Biocr€i<; Tola I KrjSeaTal'i cti.

1] rap "A/faaro? ovkct^ ecrr^ iv dvhpdai.v,

€1 /i'; o"' d8eX</)»}'f al/J.a ri/MoypijaeTai.

AAMHT02
eppwv vvi' avTb<; X') ^vi'oiKt'jcracrd croi,

uTraiSe TraiBo<i ovto^, loairep u^ioi,

yT}pdaK€T^' oil yap rtpSe 7' et\' tuvtov crreyo<;

velaO^' el 8' dTrenrelv XP^l^ M^ KrjpvKcov vno
Trjv crrjv iraTpcoau eaTiav, direlTTOv dv.

i)fi€i<; 8e, Tovp TTOcrlv yap olar^ov KaKuv,

740 a-reixcop^i', (u? dv e'l' irvpa do)p£V pe/cpov.

XOP02
to) to;. crx€T\la toX/xt;?,

ft) yevvaia Kal pAy^ dplajrj,

Xdlpe' Trp6(f>p(ov ere y06i>tu<i 6* 'Epp,Pj<i

"Ai6i]<i re Bi^oir. ei Be ti Kuxel
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PHtHt:^

Not mine old cor|)se to the p-nve thou bear'st with

glee !

ADMVms
Yet, when thou dicst, in ill fainc shalt tl»oii die.

PIIKRES

III t';iine is naught to me when I have died.

APMrri's

Hear him! how full of shamclcssncss is rid!

Plltitt-jt

Not shamelcJis she,—but seiuseh-ss In i tiion rmnul

her.

AnMjms
Begone : leave me to bury this my dead.

I fjo ; her murderer will bury her ! 730

riiou shalt yet answer for it to her kin.

Surely Aeastus is no more a man,
If he of thee elaim not his sister's blood. [/J"i/.

ADMETt!*

Avaunt, with her that kennellelh with thee !

Childless grow old, as ye deserve, while lives

Your child : ve shall not come Ix-neath one roof

With me. If need were to renounce by heralds

riiiiie hearth jMiteriial, I had renounced it now.

Let us— for wc must bear the present ill

—

Pjlss on, to lay our dead ujkjii the pyre. 740

cHont's

Alas for the loving and daring I

Fan-well to the nobh-sfc and best!

May Hermes eonduct thee down-faring

Kindly, and Iladcs to rest
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TrXeoi/ ear dyaOoi>i, tovtwv tieTe^ova
AiBov i'v/n(f)j] 7rapeZpevoi<i.

eEPAnnN

TToWoi'? fliV rjhl) KllTTU TTOI'TOia? 'vOoVO'}

^a'ovi fioXoi'Ta'i olb^ ef 'AS/xtjrov oo/xou9,

019 heLTTva trpovOi^K' aWa toOS' oviro) ^evov

150 KaKLov el<i Tiji'S" eaTiav iBe^dfiJjv.

09 irpwra fiev irevdovvTa SeajroTTjp opwv
eicrtjXOe KuTo\iJLi)a upeL'^aijOaL irvKa^;.

€7reiTa 8' oijTt aoxjypuvo)-; eSe^aro

Tci 7rpoaTV)(^uvTa ^ema, (TVfi(f)opav paOcov,

uXX' €1 ri pj] (fiipoipev, wrpvvev (^epeiv.

TTOTijpa 8' ev x^ipecrai KicraLvov Xa^iov

TTLvei peXaivt)<; p7}Tpo<: ev^wpov pWv,
c&)9 it^epprji'^ auTov upcpiiSdaa (f)Xo^

OLVOV cTTe'^et 8t" Kpina pvp(TLPi}<; fcXd8oi<;

760 dp.ova vXaKTiov Sicrad 8' ^/i> p,eX7] k\v€iv'

6 p.kv yap fjBe, t<uj/ eV 'A8p}jTov kukcov

ovSev irporipMv, oiKerai S' eKXaiop^v

hiairoivav oppa 8' ovk iBel/cvvpep ^tVy

Teyyoi'Te<i' "\Bp,r)TO>i yap ct>8' e<j>ieTO.

Ka\ vvv eyco p,kv ii' hopoiaiv ecrrto)

^evov, iravovpyov KXCoira Ka\ Xijcrrip' riva,

T) S" e'/c hopoiv f3e^t]K€v, ovS' efpeaTropijv

ovS' i^€T€iva X^^P* dtToipM^oiv epijv

hecTiroivav, >)
^po\ Trdcri t oiKeraiaiv ?)V

770 pjjnjp- KUKcov yap pvpiMV eppvero,

6/3709 paXdcraovcr^ dvBpu^. dpa top ^evov

(TTvyco 8iKaico<i, iv kqkoI'^ d<pLypAvov;
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Receive thee I If any atonement
For ills even there may brtide

To the goo<l. () thine he enthronement
Hy HacK-s' l.ridr !

[F..rrunl omnes in funrral procession.

Enter sKnvANT.

8F.HVANT

Full manv « puest, from many a land which camr
I'ntii Adnu'tus" dwrllinjr, havr I kn(l^^^.

Have set before them meat : but never g^uest

More pestilent received I to this hearth : 7oO

Who first, albeit he wiw my master mournin;;,

l"?itered, and jKissed the threshold un.xshamed
;

riien, nowise CMurteously received the fare

I'oiind with us, thoufrh our woeful j>light he knew.
Hut, what we brought not, hectoring bade us bring.

Tlu- ivv cup uplifts lie in his hands,

And swills the darkling mother's fiery bloo<l.

Till tin- wines flame enwrap|)od him, heating him.

Then did he wreathe his h«-ad with myrtle sprays,

Diss(inant-ln)wling. Diverse strains were heard : T'hi

For he s.-ing on, reganlless all of ills

Darkening Admetus" house ; we servant-s wept
Our mistress: yet we showed not to the giiest

Eves tear-bedewed, for so Admetus Ivide.

And now within the house nui><t I be feasting

This guest,—a lawless thief, a Ivindit rogue,

While forth the house she is borne ! I followed

not,

Nor stretched the hand, nor wailed unto my mistress

Farewell, who was to me and all the household

A mother; for from ills untold she saved us, 77u

Assuaging her lord's WTath. Do I not well

To loathe this guest, intruder on our griefs ?
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HPAKAH2

ovTO<i, tI cefxvov kuI tt€<Ppovtiko<; ^Xeireif;;

OV "XfiTJ CTKvdpWTTOV TOlf ^eVOl^ TOP TTpOCTTTOkOV

eivai, he-)(€crdai 6' evTrpocrqyopu) (Ppevi.

(TV S' avhp eralpov SecnzoTov TrapovO' opoiv,

(TTxrfvfp TrpocrcoTTO) Kai (7vvo)<Ppvo)^v(p

Si'x^ei, dvpaiov 7r»;/xaT0? cnrovhiiv ex^iv.

Bevp^ e\0\ OTTO)? av Kal <TO(bQiTepo<; yeinj.

780 xa dvyjTO, irpdypLar oiha^ rjv eyet ^vcriv;

oipai pkv OV' TToOev yap; a\V uKove fiov.

(ipoTol-i cnraai KarOavetv 6(f)€i\erat,

KOVK €(771 OvrjTCOV 0(TTf<? €^€7rtaTaTai

TT]V avpiov fieXkovcrav el /3ia)a€Tai'

TO T>;<? Tvy^rjs yap a<f)av€<; ol Trpo/37](T€rai,

KiirTT ov StBaKTOV ouS' a\i(TK€Tat re^uTj,

TaOr' ovv aKOvaa<{ /(a\ fiaOow efiov irdpa,

€i''(Ppaii'€ aavrov, irive, rov Kad' I'jfiepav

jSinv Xo'/iKov crov, ra 5' aWa t»}«> rv^rjt;.

790 ~ip.a Be Kal Trjv irXdarov t)Sl(ttt]v Oeow
Kvirpiv ^poTolaiv evfievr]^ yap tj ^eo?.

TCI 8' a\X cacov ravra Kal iriOov \6yoi<i

€p,olaiv, etirep opdd aoi Bokco Xeyeiv

olfxai p.ei>. ovkovv rijv dyav Xittttjv a^t}?

TTiei fied^ j)p(ov Ti'taK vrrep^aXfov rvya<s,

(T7€<^avoi^ iTVKaaOei^i; koI adcji oIS' oOovveKa

TOV VVV (TKvOpWTTOV Kal ^Vl>€aT(OT0<i <f)p€V(t)V

fxeOopfiiel tre TTiVuXo? €fnre(xa}v crKV(f)Ov.

6vTa<; Be 0i'i)tov<; Pvtjto, Kal <^povelv -ypecov,

800 &)9 T0t9 ye (Tep.vol<i koI avvaxppvrop.evoi'i

diraa-iv eariv, (w? 7' ifwl y^prjaOai KpiTrj,

OV ^to^; dXjjOcbs ^io<i, tiXXa crvfi<f>opd»
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Enter hercui.es.

HERri'LES

Ho, ffllow, wliv thi'- solemn lirowlinp look?
The servant should not lower upon the guest,

Hut welcome him \\'\\\\ kindly-beaminj; cheer.

Thou, seeing here in presence thy lord's friend.

With visage sour and cloud of knitted brows
R«'ceiv'st him, fretting o'er an alien grief.

Hither to me, that wiser thou mayst grow.

Tiie lot of man— its nature knowcst thou }

I trow not : how shouldst thou ? Give car to me.

From all mankind the debt of death is due.

Nor of all mortals is there one tliat knows
If through the coming morrow he shall live :

For trackless is the way of fortinu-'s feet,

Not to be taught, nor won by art of man.
This hearing tlun, and beaming it from me,
Make merrv, drink : the life from day to dav
Account thine own, all else in fortune's power.

I luiiour withal the sweetest of the Gods
I'o men, the Cyprian Queen a gracious (JfKldess

!

Awav with other thoughts, and heed my words,

If thou d(tst think I .sp«ak wise wortis and true :

So think I. Hence with sorrow overwrought
;

Rise alxive this affliction : drink with me,
Thv brows with garlands bound. Full well I wot,

l>om all this lowering spirit prison-pent

Ihine anchor shall Sir Heakcr's pla-sh upheave.

U hat. man I— the mortal must be mort.nl-minded.

So, for your solemn wijxhts of knitted brows.

For each and all,— if thou for judge wilt take me,

—

Life is not truly life, but mere affliction.
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eEPAnnN
iirta-rdfieaOa ravra- vvv Zk irpaaao^iev

ou^ ola Kcofwv Kal <yi\coTO<i d^ia.

HPAKAH5
yvvT) 6vpaio<: 77 davovaa' firj \lav

nevdw Boficov yap ^uxri rtbvSe Becnrorat,

eEPAnnN
Tt ^(oatv; ov Karoiada rav B6fioi<; Kaxd;

HPAKAH2
el fiTj Ti a6<i /i€ SecTTroTT/? iyp-evcraro,

eEPAnnN
dyav iK€iv6'i icrr ayav (f>i\6^evo<;.

HPAKi\H2

OV XPV^ H''
odveiov y eiV€K ev Trdcr^eiv veKpov;

eEPAnnN
7; Kapra fi4vT0i Kal Xiav 6vpalo<; rjv,

HPAKAH2
fx6)v ^vfjL<f)op(iv Ttv ovaav ovk €<ppa^€ fwi;

eEPAnnN
'^aiptov i6\ Tjfiiv heairoTwv fieXei KaKa.

HPAKAH2
oh OV ffvpaitov tttj/jlutcov dp^ei X6709,

eEPAnnN
OV yap Ti KOi/xd^oi'T dv rj-^dofiiiv a opow.

HPAKAH2
dX\' 7; 7r€Trov0a Sen-' vtto ^evcov ifitov;

eEPAnnN
OVK 7)\0€'i iv Biovrc hi^aaBat 86/j.oi<:'

7rev0o<; yap ijfuv i<ni.- Ka\ Kovpdv ^Xeirei^

p,€\afX7r€Tr\ov<i p-ToXfj.ov^ re.
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SERVANT

All this we know: l)ut now are we in plight

Not meet for laughter and for revel n*.

HF-HCILRS

The woman dead is alien-b<im : grieve not

Exceeding nuuh. Yet live the hoiisehdld's lonls.

8EHVANT
Live, quotha !—know'st thou not the house's ills?

HKRCUI.CS

Yea, if thv master lird not unto me.

8EHVANT
Guest -fain he is—ah, guest-fain overmuch !

HF.RCVLFJi

A stranger dead—and no guest-ch«-er for nic ? 810

SKHVANT

() yea, an alien—overmuch an alien I

IIKHCll.KS

Ha! w;is lie keeping some affliction l>.i<k ?

SKHVANT
(lO thou in peace : our lords' ills are fur ns.

Turns niiiii/ ; /ml itriu ti.u sricrs him, and
makes him face him.

HEItCLI.M

Grief for a stranger—such words mean not that

!

SERVANT
Else had I not sore vexed beheld thy revel.

HK.urri.Es

How I have I sorrv hanilling of mine hosts?

SERVANT
Thou cam'st in hour unmeet f(»r welcoming,
For grief is on us; and thou see'st shorn hair

And vesture of black robes.
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HPAKAH2
Ti<; 8' KarBavcov;

820 ficov fj TeKV(ov ri <f)povSoi' ?; irariip yipcov;

eEPAnnN
'yvi/^ fi€i> ovv o\<j)\ei> WS/xijrov, ^eve.

HPAKAH2
ri

(f)7]<;;
hreira Sijrd ft e^evil^ere;

eEPAnnN
jJSetTo •yap ere tcoi'8' airuxTaaOai Sofiayv.

HPAKAH2
Q) ax^T\i\ o"a<; T']fi7r\aK€<; ^vvaopov,

eEPAnnN
airoakofieada 'jrdvT€<i, ov KeiiTj pjyvrj.

HPAKAH3
aX\ TjaOofirji' fiev n/xfi t'Swr BaKpvppoovv
Kovpdi' T€ Kol TTpoaoiTTOv dW cTTeide fie

Xeyrov Ovpaiov k7]8o^ ei<; Td(f)OV (pepeiv.

^ia he Ovfiov rdah virep^aKcov TruXa?

830 ewivov dv8p6<i eV (f)i\o^ei'OV S6p.oi<;

7rpdaaoi'ro<i ovtco. Kara KOifid^o) Kdpa
ar€^dvoL<; irvKaaOei^; dWa crov to /ij; (ppdaai,

KaKov ToaovTov BcofiaaLV irpoaKeifievov.

TTOV Kal a(f)€ 6d-rrrei; ttov vlv eiiprjo-w fioXcov;

©EPAnnN
op$i]v Trap oi/Mov, ij VI Adpiaav (fyepei,

TVfx^ov KaToyfrei ^eaTov fV irpoaaTLnv,

HPAKAH2
w TToWd TXacra Kaphta koI X^^P ^V'?*

vvv Bei^ov olov TralSd a ?; Ttpvi>(fla

'H\e/CTpi'oro<? eyeivaT W\k/j.)'jvj] Ail.

840 hel ydp fie awcrai ttjv Oavovaav dpTio)^
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HKRCULEfl

liiit who li.ith died ?

Not of the children one, or prey-l»airt-d sire ? 820

SKIIVANT

Nay, but Adraetus' wife is dead, O guest.

HKIICCLE8

Huw say'st thou?— Ha, even then ye gave ine

welcome ?

SERVANT

For shame he could not thrust thee from these doors.

iiy.Hcyi.yji

C) hapless I what a heli»meet hast thou lost 1

8KIIVANT

We have all perished, and not she alone.

IIKIU ri.K„s

I felt it, when 1 s-iw his tear-drowned eyes,

His shaven hair, his face: yet he prevailed.

Saying he bare a stranger-friend to burial.

I passed this tiireshold in mine heart's despite.

And drank in halls of him that loves the guest, 830
When thus his plight! And am I revelling

With wreathed head ? O my friiini. that thou

shouldst say

Naught, when on thine home such affliction lay I . . .

Wlure doth he bury her? Where shall I find her?

SKHVANT

Uv the straight jKith that leads Ivirissa-wards

Shalt see the hewn-stone tomb without the walls.

MERCri.RS

O much-enduring heart and hand of mine.

Now show what son the L;idy of Tiryns bare,

Electrvon's child Alemena, unto Zeus.

For I must save the woman newly dead, 840
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•yvvaiKa Kel<; t6v8 avdi^ IBpOcat Bofwv
"AX-Kija-Tiv, ^ASfiijr^ B' xnrovp'yrjcrat y^dpiv.

iXOoov 8' avaKTa tov fieXafiTreTrXov ve/cpcov

^dvarov (j)v\d^(o, Kai vlv evpijaeiv Soko)

TTLVOi'Ta TV/u,/3ov 7r\7j(Tiov 7rpocr(f)ay^dTO)v,

Kanrep \o)(aia<; avrov e^ eopa^ cru0e(9

fidpylroj, kvkXov Se irepi^aXw yepoiv ifialv,

ovK ecTTCV 6(TTi<; avrov c^aiprjcreTai

fMoyovvra TrXevpd, irpXv yvvalK ifioX fiedrj.

850 r)v h ovv nfidpToj Tz/crS' dypa<;, koI /xj] p.o\r}

7rp6<; aifxaTTjpoi' TreXavov, elfit rwv Kdro)

Kop?;^ "Ai'aTcrd? r' e<'? di>7)\iov<; Bofiov^

alrijao/iat re' Kal rreTroid' d^eiv dvoo

"K\Kr}(Triv, ware yepalv evdelvat ^evov,

09 fx et<? ho^iov^ ioe^ar ovK dinjXaa-e,

Kairrep ^apela avfxcpopa 7re7r\r]y/xero<;,

eKpvrrre 8' 0)v yevvaloq, al8ea6ei<; ep,e.

Ti9 rovBe fidWov BtcrcraXw/' (f)i\6^evo<;,

Ti9 'E\X«S' oiKO)v; roiydp ovK epei Ka/cov

860 euepyertjaai <f)0)ra yei'i'aLO<; yeydx;.

AAMHT02

lu). arvyval rrpoaohoi, arvyi'al S* oyfrei^

-^jjpcov jxeXadpoiv id) fioi /xoi. alal.

TTol /9&>; ira arw; ri Xeyco; ri he fitj;

7rw9 av okoifiav;

i] ^apv^aifiova fii']rT]p fi ereKev,

^rjXco (f)Oip.evov<;, Keivoiv epafiat,,

Kelv^ emdvp-oi Bd)fuira vaietv,
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And set Alicstis in tlii« lioiist* ai^.iin,

And render to Adnietus j^ood lor good.

1 go. The s-iblc-vestured King of Corj).ses,

13eatli, will I watcli for, and shall find, I trow,

Drinking the death draught hard heside the tomb.

And if I lie in wait, and dart from ambush,
And seize, and with mine amis' eoil eompass him,

None is there shall deliver from mine hands
His straimng sides, ere he yield up his prey.

Vea, though I miss the quarry, and he come not 850

Unto the blood-elot, to the sunless homes
Down will 1 fare of Cora and her King.

\nd make demand. I doubt not I shall lead

Meestis up, and give to mine host's hands,

^N'ho to his halls received, nor drive me thence,

\ll)eit smitten with a(Hieti»tn sore,

iJiit hid it, like a prince, respeeting me.
^Vho is more gue^t-fain of Thesvilians .'

^Vho in all Mellas r (), he shall not siiy

I'hat one so princely showed a base man kindness. 800

[Kril.

Enter admetls, with chorus and Attemlantt,

relu ni //i <f fhnn the funeral.

.M)MKTLS

O hateful returning !

C) hateful to see

Drear halls full of yearning
I'or the lost—ah me !

Uliat aim or wh.it rest have I?—silence or sjieech,

I.A' what litlj) shall they be ?

Would Go<l I were dead !

O, I came from the W(jmb
To a destiny dread !

Ah, those in the tomb—
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0VT€ yhp avya<; %atpa) irpocropcoVf

out' iirl yaLa<i iroha Tre^evcov

870 roiov OfiTjpov /x aTrocruXT^cra?

"AtBrj P>di>aTO<; 7rapeSo}K€v,

X0P02

irpo^a irpo^a. ^ddi Kev6o<; o^kcov.



ALCESTIS

How I envy them ! How I desire them, and long to

abide in their home I

To mine eyes nothing sweet

Is the hght of the lieaven.

Nor the earth to my feet

;

Such a helpmeet is riven 870

By Death from my side, and my darling to Hades
the spoiler hath given.

cnoRis
Pass on thou, and hide thee

O^'''-)

In thy chambers.

ADMETU8
.\h woe !

CHORUS
Wail the griefs that betide thee :

How canst thou but so ?

AUMirrus

O God I

t MORUS
Tliou ha-st jMi-ssed through deep waters

of anguish— I know it, I know.

ADM»m .s

Woe I darkest of days !

CHOKU8
No help bringeth this

To thy love in that place.

AUMETUS
Woe!

CHORL'S

Hitter it is

The fan- of a wife wcll-belovcd for ever and ever to

mibs.
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AAMHT02

€fjLvrjaa<i 6 fiov (^peva<i rfKKCoaev

TV yap dvSpl kukov /j^I^ov dfuxpTeiv

880 TTiaTi}^ oKo^ov ; /i.>; iroTe yijfia^

o)(f)€Xov OLKelv fieTo. TTycrSf So/xovi.

^{"jXcb S' dydfiovi (iT(eKvov<; re ^poioiV

fjua yap '^v'^^ij, T>}«f virepaXyelv

fiirpiov d^6o<;'

Traihoiv hk voaov^ kuI vvfi(f)iBL0U^

€vvd<; davdroi^ Kepai^ofiivaf

ov rXtjTov opdv, e^ov dT€Kuov<i

dyd/J.ov<; t' eivai 8ia iravTo^.

X0P02

Tvya Tv^a BvairdXaiaTO'i 7//c€t*

AAMHT02
aiac.

X0P02

Tripaf Be y ovBev dXycJi' Ti0i)<;.

AAMHT02
890 t* €.

X0P02

^apea pikv (f)epeu',

6fico(; Be—
AAMHT02

(f)ev (f)ev.
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• AUMKTfS
Thou hast stricken mine lir.irt

Wlicrc the wound will not heal.

What is worse than to part

From the loving and leal ? 880

Would God I had wedded her not, home-bliss with

Alcestis to feel !

O, I envy the lot

Of the man without wife.

Without ehild : sinj;Ie-wnuij;ht

Is the strand of his life :

No soul-erusliinp burden of sorrow, no streiiijth-ovcr-

mastcring strife.

liut that ehildren should siekcn,

That j:loom of (hsjwiir

Over bride-beds should thieken.

What spirit can bear.

When eliildh'-s, unw«(lded,a man throuf^h life's ealm
journey mij^ht fare ?

( Hollt s

Thee Fortune hath nu-t, (./»/.)

Stronjf wrestler, and thrown ;

Yet no l>ounds hast thou set

—

890

ADMKTIS
Woe's me !

—

CIIORl'S

To thy moan.
O, thy burden is heavy !

AOMKTt s

Alas!
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X0P02

rXad^' ov (TV TT/owTO? wXeaa?—

AAMHT02
to) ixol flOt.

X0P02

yvvaiKa- <TVfi(f)opa 8' irepov^ kripa

TTiel^ii (pavetaa dvaroov.

AAMHT02

w jiaKpa irivOrj Xvirai re (^i\(ov

Tcov vTTo yaiai'.

Ti fi €Kdi\vcra<; plyp-ai Tvp/Bov

T(i<f)poi' ei<; KoiXyjv Kal per eVeu-/;?

T»}9 ^fc'7' nplcrTT]<; KelaOai, <f>6ip,€P0v;

900 ^vo 8' ui'tI p.ia'i"AiBi]<; "v^f^n?

Ta<i TTia-TOTaTaq avv av ecryev, opov

')(doviav \Ipi>r)v Bia/S(ii-T€.

X0P02

e/ioi T/9 *)!' trrp.

iv yevei, m K6po<; a^i69pi)vo^

wXer' iv hopoiaiv

pov67rai<;' uW' ep7ra<i

€(f)ep€ KOKOV aXt'i, ar€KVO^ wi/,

'rro\ia<; eVt )(^aiTa^
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CIIORIS

Yet nulure it : tlmu art not alone.

Not thou art the first

Of Ixitavcd ones.

AOMErrt's

Ah n.c!

( iioiir.s

Siuh ttiiiiK'st hath hurst

I'lK)!! ninny ere thee.

Unto each his niischaiur, wht-n the surges roll up from

Calamity s sea.

AnMKTl »

O lung grief and pain

I*or hrlovrd ones passrd !

Why (lid-'t thoji rrstrain.

When nivsflf I had east

Down into lur grave, with tlu- nohUst to he prnec-

lulled at the last ?

Not one soul, hut t^o 90<j

Had been Hades' pr«v,

Souls utterly true

United for aye,

Whith together o'er waves of the iniderworld-inrrc

had jvissed this day.

( HOIIli

Of my kin was there one,
C'^'''-)

And the life's light failed

In his halls of a son,

One meet to be wailed, fprrvailed ;

His only belo\ed: howbtit the manh<M>d within him
And the ills heaven-sent

As a man did he bear,

Though by this was lie bent

Unto silvered hair,
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ijBi) 7rpo7reT7]<i wv

910 ^lorov re iTopcrco.

AAMHT03

o) <j')(r}iJLa Bofiayv, ttw? elaeXOo) ;

Treof S' oIk7)(703 yueraTrtTrToi'TO?

haifiovo<i; o^fxoi. 7ro\v yap to fierrov

Tore fiev ir^vKai^; crvv \\y]\ia(Tiv

avv 6^ v/ievaioi'i €<n€i\ov eaw,

(f)t\ia^ aXoxov X^P^ iSaard^wv'

7roXL'«^?;T09 6' ejTTeTo KO)fxo<;,

ri)V T6 Oavovcrav Kafx oX^i^tov,

920 to<» evTraTpiSai Ka\ «7r' (tfi<f)OT€p(ov

oi'Te? apiarewv crv^vyef rjfiiv.

vvv h vfievaiwv 700? ai'TiVaXo?

Xeu/cwi' re TritrXiov fieXave<i aroXfiol

TTt/XTTOVCri fX €(7(0

XeKTpoyv KoiTa<i €<s epijfiov<i,

XOP02

Trap' euTvxi}

<rol TTorfxov yjXOev (iTreipoKdicfp roS*

0X709* (IXX e(T(i}(7a<i

ftiorov K(ii ylrvydv.
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Far on in life's fwitli, \\itliout son Inr lii-^ rciiuiant of

weakness to cai<-. yiU

AD.MKTl s

O, liow eaii I tread

Thy threshold, fair Imine ?

How shelter mine head
'Neath thy roof, now the d«Kiin

(^f my fate's diec ehan^eth ?—ah nie, what ehangc
ii])on all lhin;;s is eome !

I'\)r with turehes aflame

Of the I'elian pine.

And with bride-sonj; I eanie

In that hour divine,

I '|)l>earinfj the hand of a wife— thine han<l, ()

darling mine !

Followed revellers, raisinj;

Aeelaim : ever broke
I-"rnm the lips of them praising,

Of the <lead ns they sjKike,

And of nir, Ih)W the noble, the ehildren of kings,

Lo\c joinid Heath his yoke. 920

Jiiit for bridal song
Is the wail for the dead.

And. for white-riibed thmng,
Hlaik vesture hath led

Ml- to halls where the ghost of dc liLrlit lie th c ouclud
on a desolate bed.

eimm ><

'I'o the tranee of thy bli^s (-4«/.)

Sudden anguish was brought.

Never lesson like tliis

To thine heart had been taught

:

Vet thy life hast thou won, and thy soul hast

delivered from death :—is it naught r
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930 ^dai'e Btifiap, e\t7re (piXiaw

Ti viov roSe; ttoWois"

I'jdi} Trap^Xvaev

Cava70<; cdfiapro^;.

AAMHT05
(f)i\ot, yvpaiKO'i halp.ov evrv^ecrTepov

TOVfiOV VOfiL^Q), KaiTzep ov SoKOVl'd 0/i&)<f

TJ}^ pev yap ov^ep a\yo<i ayfrerai 7tot€,

77oWd)v 8t po^6(ov evKXeij'i iiravaaTO.

^yto h\ ov ov XpT/i' ^/}j', Trap€\<; to p6paip.ov

940 \vTTpov Bul^o) fiiorov dpri fxavduvo).

7r<w<» yap B6p.(ov roivB* €i<t6Bov<; di>e^ofiai ;

Tiv* dv irpocTinriov, tov Be 7rpoa-pi]0€i<i vtto

T€p7n>i]<i Tv^oifi ui> elaoBov; irol 7pi-^op.ai;

1] pev yap h'Bov e'feXa fi epyjp-ia,

yvvaiKO'i evi'd<; evr' dv elaiBoi K€i'd>i

6pdvov^ T €v olaiv i^€, KUi Kara OT^yan
av\pi}pov ovBa<i, TCKva 8' dp(f)i yovvaai

•niTTTOiTa K\airj p.i}rcp\ o'l Be BecnroTiv

arh'waiv o'lav ck Boptov dircoXeaai'.

950 rd p€i> KUT o^Kov'i ToidB'- e^coOev Be pe
ydpoi t' tXaxTi HfcrcraXwr Kai ^vWoyoi,

yvvaiKOTrXijOeh- ov yap e^ave^opat

\ev(r<7(tyv BdpapT0<; ri}^ ^P^]'i op.']\iKa<:.

epei Be p octti^ ex6p6<; cov Kvpel rdBc
IBov TOV aia^pM<; ^o)vO\ v^ ovk erX)] Oaveiv,

tlW' »)i' eyyjpev dvTiBov<; dyjrv^ia

'ire<Pevy€v"AiBijv eiT dvijp elvai Bo/cec ;

aTvyel Be roi/'i reKovra^, avTo^^ ov Oe\(ov

Oavelv. TOidi'Be TTp6<i KaKolai K\y)B6va

%0 e^u). Tt poL ^P}v BiJTa kvBiov, <f)L\ot,

KaK(a<; kXvovti ku). KaKw^ TreTrpayori ;
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TIjv wilV liatli (lepiiti-d :

I.<jve tciuKr and true

H.itli she left:—strieken-lieartetl,

\V litrein is tliis new "'

Hath Deatli i»ot nnyokril frmii the iliariol of I.ove

full inaiiv ere you '

F'riinds, 1 account the fortune of my wife

Happier than mine, allxit it seem not so.

I'or nau;rht of jjrief shall touch her any more,

And ;;lorious rest she finds from many toils.

Hut 1, unmeet to live, my doom outrun,

Shall draj; out hitter days : I know it now.
How sliall I bear to enter this mine home ?

Speaking; U) whom, and havinf; sjK'eeh of wIhmii,

Sliall I (ind joy of entering ? — whither tuni me .'

I'he solitude within shall drive nu* forth,

\N lunso I see my wife's couch tenantless,

.And seats whereon she sat, and, neath the nnjf,

.Ml foul the floor ; uhen on n)y knees my Iwibes

1 ailing shall weep their niother, servants moan
riu- peerless mistress from the mansion li>st.

All this within : hut from the world without
Me shall Thesbiilian bridals chase, and thn>ngs

Where women gossip—oh, I shall not bear

On these, young matrons likt* mv wife, to \<K)k !

.\nd whatsoever foe I have shall scoff:

" Ix) there who baselv liveth—dared not die,

" But whom he wedded gave, a coward s ransom,
•* .\nd 'scaped from Hades. Count ye him a man ?

" He hates his parents, though himself was loth

" To die !
" Such ill rejKjrt, besides my griefs.

Shall mine be. Ah, what honour is mine to live,

O friends, in evil fame, in evil plight }
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X0P02

eyoD Kal Sta ixovaa^ <XTp. a

Kal fieriip(7io<i ^^a, Kal

TrXetaTcop dyp'a/xei'O'i XuycotJ

Kpelcraov ovBev W.vdyKa<i

ijupoi', ovSe ri (f)upp.aKov

&pT'}acrai<; iv aaviaiv, 709

'0/3(/>t"t'a fcaTiypa\lrei'

ypjpvi, ou8' oaa <I>ot/3o? 'A-

970 crK\7)7rid8at<; eStoKe

(^('tp/jLOKa TToXVTTOl'Ol'i

ui'TiTefictiv fipoToiaiv.

puva'i 8' ovr iirl /3o)/j.ovi{ upt. a

tcTTii' ovT€ ^pira'i Oeu'i

eXdeh', ov cr(f)ayLO)i' /fXi'tt.

/J.t'} flOC, TTOTVia, /J.€L^'i)l>

eX^ot? 1) TO 7rp\p eV /Slo),

Kai yap Zeu? o ri vevcrrj,

crvv (Toi TOVTO reXevTa,

980 Kal Tov iv Xa\u/3ot9 Ba/xd-

^€i<t cru ^la aiSapov,

ouBi Ti? diroTOfiov

XijpaTO'i icrrii' ai8ct)<;.

a-rp. ^
Kal a' ii> d(f>vKTOi(n ')(€pcov eTXe ^ed B€a/j.oc<i.

ToX/ta 8'" ov yap avd^ea ttot h'epO^v
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nioiwi

{•Sir. 1)

I luive miibctl on tin- words ot tin wise,

Of the mighty in sonj;
;

I have lifted niiue ht-art to the skies,

I have searched all truth with mine eves
;

But nauglit HKjre strong

Than Tate have I found : there is nauglit

In the tablets of Thrace,

Neither drugs uhercof Orpheus taught.

Nor in all that Apollo brought 970

To Aselepius" race,

\\ hen the herbs of healing he severed, and out of
their anguish delivered

'Jhe pain-distraught.

'Ihere is none other Cimldess beside ^./;«/ [)

To the altars of whont
No man draweth near, nor hath cried

'I'o her imag<-, nor victim hath died.

Averting her doom.

O Goddess, njore mighty for ill

Come not upon me
'I'han in days overjwst : for his will

Even Zeus may in no wise fulfil

Unholpen of thee.

Steel is molten as water before thee, but never
relenting came o'er thee, 'jmi

Who art ruthless still.

(.Vr. J)

T hee, friend, hath the Goddess gripped : from her
hands never wrestler h.ith slipped.

^ et be strong to endure : never niourninff shall brin"
our l)eIoved returnmg
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KXaio)i> Tot's' <f)6ifi€vov<: avco,

Kdl Oecov aKorioi ^B'lvovai.

990 TToihe^i €i> Oavc'iTO).

(plXa fj.ei> or ?]V fied I'jfxcoi',

(plXa Be +/fal davova tcrTatf*

•yevvaiOTcirav hk iraadv

i^ev^co K\icriat<; aKoiriv.

fii]Be viKpCiv to? <f>difi€vcov X^f^'^ pofii^iado)

Tv/j./3o<; aci'i (iXo^ov, deoiai B' o/ioico^

Ti^daOo), <rt'/3a? ifiiropoyv.

lOX) Kui Ti<i Soxfuau KeXevOov

tpfiaivoiv To5' ipel-

avTa TTOTt irpovSav dvhpu^,

vvv B> earl fu'iKatpa Baififcv

Xalp , u) TToTVL , ev he 8oi»;<f.

Tolai viv irpoaepovcrc (f)dpai.

Kui p.i}V 6h\ ft>9 eoiKev, 'AXAr/i?;in/9 yovo^,

"ABfiijTe, 7rpo<? aijv eariau Tropeverai.

HPAKAHS

(piXov 7rpo<i dvSpa XPV Xiyeiv iX€v6epo)<;,

"ABpf]T€, p.op.(f)a<;
5' ovx viro cr7rX«7;^i'o/9 €\€iv

1010 atyon'T. eyco Be troi^ KaKoicriv rj^iovv

eyyix; Trapearco'i e^erd^eadai (piXo'i'

av 5' ovK t</)pa^t<? o"?}<> irpoKeifxevov veKvv

yvi'aiKo^, dXXd fi e^evi^e<; ev B6fxoi<;,

0)9 Bt] dvpaiov 7n]fiaTo<i oTTOvBfjv exwv.
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From the netherglooin up to the light.

Yea, the heroes ot'(i(ttls ht-i^otteii,

Tliev fade into darkness, forjjotten

In dentil's eiiill night. 990

Dear was she in days ere we lust her,

Dear yet, though she lie >\ith the dead.

None nobler sh.ill F-irth-niother foster

Than the ^^i^e of thv hed.

{.Ui. •-')

Not as mounds of tin- dead wliich have died, so

aeeount wc the tond) of thy bride ;

Hut O, let the >v<irshi|> and honour th.it we rentier to

Gods rest ujion her :

L'nto her let tlic w.iyfarer prav.

As he tre.'ideth the |>;ith\\.iy that trendt (li looO

Aside from the highway, and iK'ndetli

At her shrine, he shall s.iy :

" Her life for her lord's was given
;

With the lilest now abides she on iiigh.

Hail, (^ueen, show us ^r.iee from thine

heaven I

"

Even so shall they ery.

Hut lo, Alemena's son, as secnieth, vonder,

AduK-tus, to thine hearth is journeying.

Kuler HEUCULKS, leading a tronian tr/iolly irilrd.

HERCL'I.ES

l'nto a friend behoveth s|>eeeh outs|K)keM,

.Xduutus, not to hide within the bre.ist

Murmurs unvoieed. I came mid thine affliction : lOlU

1 air claim w.as mine to rank .imidst thy friends :

'Ihou told'st me not how l.iy thy wife a corpse
;

Thou gavcst me guest-welcome in thine home,
.Making pretence of mourning for a stranger.
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AAKH2TI2

KLKntz-^a Kpara Ka\ deoU iXeiyfrdfiTjv

airovha^ eV oXkol<; Bv(TTV)(ovai Toiai <rol^,

Kal fxefi(f)Ofj.ai fiev /j.eu(f)Ofiai TraOcoi' T(ioe,

ou ^}jv ere \v77€iv tV KaKOiai ^ovXojj.ai.

oiv B' eu'f y' i')K(o Bevp' v7roaTpey}ra<; iruXtu

Xe^o). yvvaiKa TtjvBe poi awcrov \a(3(ov,

«U9 av i7r7rov<; Bevpo ^pT]KLa<; aycov

eXOo), Tvpavvov ^larovoiv KaraKTai'dov.

7rp«^a9 8' /x>; rvy^oifxi, i'oar/]craip.i yap,

BiBct)p.i TijvBe crotcn irpocrTroXelp B6p.oi<;.

TToXAfu Be fiux^fp ^eipas ijXOev ei'i ep.d<;'

uyoM'a yap 7rdvBi]fj,oi> evpiaKO) Ttva<;

TiOevra^, udXijTalaw a^iov irovov,

oOev Kopl^w Ti]vBe vtKt]Ti]pia

Xa^wv ra fiev yap Kov(f>a roi'i viKMaiv i]v

iTTTTOV^ dyeaOai, Toiai B' av rd fiel^ora

viKiocri, irvypijv fcal TrdXyjv, ^3ov(bopl3ia'

yvvrj 8' eV avTol<i el'ireT' ivTvyovri Be

alaxpov TTapeivai K€pBo<; r)v roB' evKXee^.

uX'X\ oxTirep elirov, ao\ fieXeiv yvvaiKa XPT
ov yap KXoTTaiai', dXXd avv iruvcp Xaficov

ijKd)' XP^'V ^^ '^'^' '^'^ m' «''i't'o"f'"> 'cro)?.

AAMHT02
0V701 (J uTi^(oi> ovB' ev ex^pol(Tii> ri$e\<;

eKpvyfr^ eprj'i yvvaiKO^ d6Xiov<; Tvxa'i'

«XV dXyo'i dXyec tout av yv irpocrKeip.ei'ov,

ei Tov Trpo? ciXXov BwfiaO^ dipp.i]6i)<; ^evov

dXi<; Be KXaieiv rovpLov yv ep.oi KaKov.

yvvatKa B\ ei ttoo^ eartv, alrovpLai a\ dva^,

dXXov Tiv oari<; pi] ireirovdev oi eyco

aco^eii' artuy^i (SeacraXCof ttoXXo] Be aot

^ei'oi ^]^epai(oi'' fiij fi di'afivijaT]^ kukcov.
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AI.CRSTIS

I urcathcd mine head, I spilled unto the Ciods

Drink-ofFtTinfis in a strickin Ikuisc, even tliine.

I blame tlice, thus ini>-hamlk'd, ven. I blame;
Yet nowise is my will to ^all thy grief.

But wherefore hither tuniinp Iwick I come.
This will I tell. Take, guard for me this maid, lOJO

'i'ill. hading hitherward the 'I'hraeian mare-^,

I «-ome from slaughter of Histonia's lord.

Hut if 1 fall - no, no I I musl nturn I
—

I give her then, for service of thine halh.

l*rize of hard toil unto mine hands she came :

For certain men I found but n<iw nrrnving

An athlete-strife, toil-worthy, for all comers.
Whence I have won and bring this victor's meed.

Horses tlierc were for them to take which won
The light foot's triumph ; but for hero-strife, Jh/

Hoxing and wrestling, oxen were the gucnhm
;

.•\ woman made it richer. Shame it seemed
'I'o hap thereon, and slip this glorious gain.

Hut, as I s.iid, this woman be thy care ;

For no thiefs prize, but toil-achieved, I bring her.

Yea, one day thou perchance shalt sny 'twas well.

ADMETl s

Not flouting thee, nor counting among foes,

My wife's unhajipy fate I hid from thee.

Hut this had been but grief uppiled on grief,

Hadst thou sped hence to be anotljcr's guest; 1040

And mine own ills sufliced me to bewail.

Yon maid— I pray thee, if it may be, prince,

Hid some Thessalian ward her, who hath not

Surtered as I : thou hast many friends in Pherac.

Oh, waken not remembrance of my grief

!
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AA.KH2TI2

ovK av BvvalfiTjv njvS' opoiv iv 8a>fia<Tiv

dBaKpvf eJvar firj voaovvri fiot, vocrov

irpoaOrjf;- a\t<i yap avficpopa ^apin'Ofiai.

TTOV Kal Tpe(f>oiT av Boy/jLiircov vea yvvrj

;

via yap, W9 €<t6i]tl Kai Koafifo Trpeirec.

TTOTepa /x€T (ivBpo)v Sfjr ivotKijaei crTeyqv

;

Kal TTW? aKpai(f)V7]<: ev v€Oi<i arpux^wp-evi]

€(TTai ; TOP y)^Covd\ '\\puK\€i<i, ov paBiov

eipyeiv iyay 8e crou 7rpop,y)diav e;^&).

rj T7]<; 6avovai)<i da\ap.ov eicr^y'jaa^ Tpe(f>o)

;

Koi 7r&)«? €7r€icr(f)po) rt'jvSe tm K€U't}<; Xe';^f i ;

BiirXriv (f>ol3ovp,at fiepyp-w, e« re 5?;/iOTwr,

p.ij Ti9 /i' tXt'7^_/7 T7JV €pi]v evepyiriv

TrpoBovT €v (/XX?;? Sepviotii irnveiv via<;,

Kal Ti]<i davovaij'i' a^ia 5' epol aefSeiv

7roX\>;i' irpovoiav hel p^ €-)(€iv. crv h\ w yvvai,

TyTt<? ttot' ft (XV, TavT e^ova WXkijcttiBi

pop<^rj<; /ieVp' Xcrdi Kal irpoa-i'ji^ai Bepa^'

oip.ot. Kopi^e 7rp6<i 6eCn> e^ oppdrwv
yvvacKa ryjvSe, ptj p! €Xr]<; ^pyjpevov.

BoKta yap avrijv eiaopdv yvvalx opav

ep,ijv 60X01 Se Kaphiav, €K 3' 6pLpu'iT0)v

Tnjyal KaTeppcoyaa-iv m T\jjpo)v iyw,

u)<i apTL Trevuovi TovBe ycvop^i iriKpov,

X0P02

iy(o p,€v OVK e^oi/i' av ev Xeyeiv Tvyv"'

ypi] h\ oaTf; elai, Kaprepeiv Oeov ooaiv,

HPAK.\H2

el yap Tocavrrjv hvvapuv elxov ware aijv

etf ^w9 TTopevaai veprlpcov eV Btopdrwv

yvvaiKa Kai aoi TtjvSe Tropavvai x,(iptv.
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AIXRSTIS

I could not, seeing her mine halls within,

He tearless : add not liurt unto mine hurt

;

HiMclened enough am I by mine affliction.

Nav, in mine house where should a young maid
lodge ?

—

I or venture and adorning speak her young :

—

1U50

\Nhat, 'ncath the men's roof shall her hnlging be?
And how unsullied, dwelling with young men?
Not easy is it, Hercules, to curb

The voung : herein do I take thought for thee.

( )r shall I ope U> her my dead wife's bower?
How I— cause her to usurp my lost love's bed?
Twofold reproach I dread— first, from my folk.

Lest any s.iy that, traitor to mv saviour,

I fall ujH)n another woman's bed
;

riuii, frniii niy dead wife -oh, she is rcverencc-

vorthy!—
'

KW)
( )f her must I be heedful. Woman, thou.

\\ hoso thou art. know that thy IxKlys stature

Is as .Mcestis, and thy fonn as hers.

Ah me I — lead, for the (IckIs' sake, from my sight

I his woman ! 'l.ike not mv captivity eapUvc.

I tir, as I look on her, methinks I see

\Iv wife: she stirs mine heart with turmoil : fountains

Of tears burst from mine eyes. O wretched I !

Now first I taste this griefs full bitterness.

( IIORLS

In stKtth thy fortune can I not commend : 1070

^'et all Heaven's visitations must we bear.

nKRClI.F^

O that such might I had as Iwick to bring

To light thy wife from nethergloom abodes,

.\nd to bestow this kindness upon thee

!
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AAKH2TIS

AAMHT02
(Ta(p olSa /3ov\eaOai a av. a\Ka ttov toSc ;

ovK ecTTi Tou^ dai'ovra<i e<V <j)do<i jioXelv.

HPAKAH2

fij] vvv v7r^p^aW\ aXV ei'atai/.i(i)^ (pepe.

AAMHT02
paov irapaiveiv y TraOovTa Kaprepelv.

HPAKAH2
Tt h av TrpoKOTTToi'i, el 6e\oi<: uel crriveiv ;

AAMHT02
1080 eyvMKa KavT6<;, «XX' €p(i)<i ri<; e^dyei.

HPAK.\H2

TO yap (f)i\f](rai rbv davoi'T dyei huKpv.

AAMHT02
uTrioXecrev p.€, kuti fidWov >) Xeyco.

HPAKAH2
yvi'atKo<; ecr^X>}f ijfjLTrXaKef tU di'Tepec

;

AAMHT02
0}<TT dvSpa roi'Be ^ijKeO' rjheadai /3ir^.

HPAKAH2
^p6vo<i fia\d^€i, vvv S" €0' i)^a croi kukov.

AAMHT02
y^povov \4yoi<; dv, ei ^(^pvvo^ rb KarOarelv.

HPAKAH2
yvv}'] ere "rravaei Kol viov ydp,ov ttoOol.

AAMHT02
(TLyrjaov olov etTra?. ovk dv wofxtjv.

HPAKAH2
Tt' h' ; ov yafieU ydp, dWd x^P^vaei Xe;^09 ;

AAMHT02
1<"»00 nvK toviv J/T/? TfpBe (TvyK\i9i)(TeraL,
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ALCESTIS

AnMF.TUS

Fain would' st thou, well I know. Hut wherefore this ?

It cannot be tlic dead to li^ht ^iiuuUl come.

HERCl'l-KS

O'ershoot not thou the mark ; l)ear l)ra\ ily all.

AOMETL'S

Ivisier to exhort than suffer and be strong.

MKIUri.KS

i?ut what thy profit, though tor aye thou uio.in ?

AOMETIS
1 too know this

; yet love drives nie distraught, lOSO

IIEKCl'LES

Love tor the lost—ay, that draws forth the tear.

ADMKTL'.S

She hath undone me more tlian words can tell.

HERCt'LF:.S

A good wife hast thou lost, who shall gainsay ?

ADMETU8
So that thy friend hath no more joy in life.

HEKCl'I.F^

rime shall bring healing ; now is thy grief young.

AHMKTt.S

lime—time ?

—

O yea, if this thy Time be Death!

HERCULi'ZS

A young wife, new love-yearning, shall console thee.

AUMETUS
Hush !—what say'st thou?— I could not think there-

on !

IIERCCLE.S

How ?—wilt not wed, but widowed keep thy cnueh ?

ADMETIS
Lives not the woman that shall couch with me. ^^^
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AAKH2TI2

HPAKAH2
fiayv TT)v Oavovaav cocfyeXeh' ri irpoa^oKaf;

;

AAMHT03
Keivrfv oTTOvTrep ecni rtfiacrdai ')(p€c!>v.

HPAKAH2
alvo) fi€v alvuy fitopiav 8' 6(pXi<TKdv€i<;.

AAMHT02
OX? fll'jTTOT' dl'Spa TOl'Be VV/J,(f)LOV KoKoiv.

HPAKj\H2

iTrrjvea aXoxo) ttictto^ ovvck ei ^tXo?,

AAMHT02
ddvoifi iKetvrjv Kaiirep ovk ovaav 7rpo8ou<;,

HPAKAH5
Be^ov vvv eXaoy ri'ivhe yevvaiwv Bo/kov.

AAMHT02
/u;;, 7r/3o? ae rov a-rreipavTo^: avrofxai A/o?.

HPAKAH3
Koi fMT]V dfiapnjaei ye firj 8pd(Ta<; ruSe.

AAMHT02
1100 Ka) Bpcov ye Xinrp Kaphiai> Bij^^dijaofiai.

HPAKAH2
TTiOov' T(ix ^'' y^P ^''» Beov treaoi xupi<;.

AAMHT02
<f>eu-

eW^ f^ nyMi'o<; Tj'jvSe p-i] '\a/3e'v Trore.

HPAKAH2
VLKWVTi fXei'TOI Kal (TV (TVVVlKa<; efjLoL

AAMHT02
/faX&>9 eXe^a?" ?; 7i/i'7) 8' aireXdeTO).

HPAKAH2
direicriv, el XP^' Trpcora 8' et XP^^^ adpet.

498



ALCESTIS

IIKKILLES

l.ook'st thou that this shall profit uught the (K-ad ?

ADMKTUS
I needs must honour her where'er she be.

IIKRCL'LKS

Good—good—yet this the world calls foolishness.

AnMETl-S

So be it, so thou call me bridt'/^rooni never.

MKHULKS
I praise thee, in that leal thou art to her.

AOMtrrrs

I ?—false to her, though dead?— niav I die fu'-t !

Ueccive this woman then these halls within.

ADMETL'9

\ay I— I implore thee by thy father Zeus I

Yet shall tlum err if thou do not this thing.

APMjrrrs

Vet shall mine heart be tortured, if I do it. 1100

IIF.HCfLES

Yield thou : this grace may prove jHrrchance a duty.

AnMKTLS
() that in ^lrife thou ne'er hadst won tliis inaid !

KKUCfLtS

Yet thy friend's victory is surely thine.

ADMKTIS
Well said : yet let the woman hence depart.

ICERCCLES

Yea— if need be. First look well—need it be ?
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AAKH2TI2

AAMHT02

XP^h ^^^ 7^ H'h fJ-^Woi'To^ opyaiveiv €/j.ol.

HPAKAH2
et8ftj? Tt Kuyco rt')vB' e^co irpodvfuav.

AAMHT02
I'lKa vvv. ov fijjv uvSdvomd fioi Troiel^.

HPA1C\H2

d\X' taO^ 00' ?}/L/d9 ali'€cr€i<;' ttiOov fiovov.

AAMHT02
KOful^€T, el xph TijvBe Bc^aaOai B6/j.oi<;.

HPAKAH2
ovK iw fjL€0€ij]i' Ttjv yvi'atKa irpoairoXoi's.

AAMHT02
(TV 8' avTo'i avTtjv eicay , el ^ovXei, Sofiov^.

HPAKi\H2

et'f crd? /iei* o5i/ eyw/e 6i]ooixai ^.^pa^.

AAMHT02
olV ai' Oiyo(fif hiop.aT elaeXOelf irdpa,

HPAKAH2

rfi crrj Trenoida X^'/^^ he^ia pLOinj,

AAMHT02
ava^, ^id^ei fi ov OeXovra Bpdi> rdSe.

HPAK.\H2

roXfia irpoTelvai X^^P^ '^"'^ Oiyelv ^€in}<;.

AAMHT02
/cal 8/; Trporeu'd), Vopyov io<; KapaTo^oyv.

HPAKAH2

AAMHT02
exo>.
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ALCESTIS

ADMKTLS
Needs must—save tlu»u wilt else be wroth with inc.

II KUCl !.»:.•<

I too know what I (h>, insisting thus.

AOMKTIS
IIa\c tht-M Ihy will : thy pU-asurc is my pain.

MKH< ri.*;"*

Yet one day shall tliou praise luv : only yield.

,\r>M»rrfs (lo attendttHii)

Lea«l \v lur, if mine halls must needs receive.

MKIU II.M

Nay, to iu» siT\ants' hands will I rommit h«r.

AOMKTIS
Ihuu lead h" r in tli< n, if it serins ihri' (;iMjd.

IIERCULt!*

Nay, l)iit in lluiic haiuls will I place ht-r —thine.

ai)M»:tls

I will not touch her I Open stand my do<irs.

MKHCII.KJ

Unto thy right hand only trust I Iht.

APMKTl-S

King, thou dost force me, sore against my will !

nrtici'LEs

He strong : stretch forth thine hand and tt>U( h thy

guest.

admkh s (luntiug hit face anai^'j

I do, as one who doth behead a Gorgon.

HErtCt'LCS

n;u,L her?

ADMtrrvB

I have
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AAKH2TU

HPAKi\H2

vai, (T(p^€ vvv, Kal tov A/o<?

1120 <f)i](Tei<; TTOT elvai iratBa yei'vaiov ^evov.

/SXeyp-op 7rp6<i avTi)v, et ti afj Sokci Trpeireiv

yvvatKL- \v7ri)^ 8' cvtv^mv ixediaracro.

AAMHT02

w Oeoi, Tt Xe^w ; Oavfx aveKiriarov roZe'

7) K€pT0f.i6<; fj.€ Otov Ti? tACTrX ?;<T<re< X^P" '

HPAKAH2

ovK eariv, aWa tj'ji'S' 0/309 hnfiapTa fTi'jV.

AAMHT02
opa ye /i»/ ti <f)(iap.a i'€pT€p(oi' toS t).

HPAKAH2

01' y^v)(^ay(oyov rovh i'Troij')aw ^evov,

AAMHT02
aXX' i]v eOaTTToi' ctaopo) hiifiapr i^irjv ;

HPAKAH2

1130 au^^ l<7$\ aTTKTTeil' 8' OV (T€ Oavfial^o) TVX^V.

AAMHT02

6iy(o, 7rpo(T€L7ro) ^coaav &)<> h(ip.apT efiijv ;

HPAKAH2

7rp6(7€i7r- ex^fi yap irdv oaomrep ijOeXe^.

AAMHT02
b) (f)i\rdTt]'i yvi'aiKo^; 6/j.fia Ka\ 8e/ia?,

ex<o cr aeXTTTO)?, ovttot o-^eadai hoKwv,

HPAK.\H2

e^et?" <f>66vo<i Bk fii) yivotro rt? OtCov.
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ALCESTIS

HEnCfLES
Yea, ijuard litr. Thou shalt lall

The rliild of Zeus out' day a iioblc pucst. 1120

[/^rti.vrj f/te rril, and discloses AUt>ri>i.

I.odk on her, if in aujrht she seems to tlice

Like to thy wife. Step forth from pri«f to bliss.

AOMirrL's

What shall 1 say?— CJods I Marvel this uiiho|H-d ft»r I

My wife do I behold in very sooth.

Or doth some god-sent mocker}'-joy distract nic ?

HEnCLI.f„S

Not so ; but this thou seest is thy wife.

.M)MKTl S

\S'hat if this be some phantom from tlu- shades ?

IIEIICL'LU

No ghost-upraiser hast thou ta'en for gtiest

ADMETLS
I low ?—whom I buried do I see mv wife ?

UKHtVLKS
Doubt not : yet nught'st thou well mistrust thv

fortune. 1130

ADML"rr8

.\s wife, a.s living, may I touch, address her.'

MKHCLI.Ka

Speak to her : all thou didst desire thou hast.

ADNurrus

0\\ dearest I—wife I—sweet face !—beloved form !

I'ast hope I have thee I Never I thought to see

thee 1

iiF.nrfLE9

Thou hast : may no God of thy bliss be jealous.



AAKH2TI2

AAMHT02
(o Tov fi€yi(TTov Z>;i'o9 €vyev€<; t^kvov,

€vBaifiovoLi](;, Kai a o (f)CTvaa<{ irarrip

(TM^or (TV yap Brj TUfM avcopOcocra^ p-ovo^,

7rco<; T7]vbi' €iT€py\ra<; vepdev et? 0ao? ToBe ;

HPAIC\H2

1140 pdy^ijv avvd-\lra<; haip.6va>v rw Kvpifo.

AAMHT02
TTov TovBe (i^avuTfty <py]<; uyCova av/x^aXetv ;

HPAK.\H2

rvpfSov Trap avTov ck \o](ov papy\ra<i ^epolv.

AAMHT02
Tt yap TTO^' ijS' di'avBo^ earijKev yui>)j ;

HPAKAH2
ovTTCo 0ept<i (TOL rPjaSe TrpoaifxovTjfidrtov

KXvttv, 7rp\i> av Oeolcri roicri vepTepof;

d<f)ayi'icn]Tai Ka\ rpirov p.6\yj (f>do<;.

«\\' eltcray' e^icrw ri]vBe' koi BiKaiO'i tov

TO XoiTTov, ''ABpi]T\ evcre/Sei 7rep\ ^t'rou?.

nal X^^P' ^y^ ^^ '^^^' '^P0K€ip,€l'01' TTQVOV

1150 ^Oei'^Xov TVpdi'Vfp iraiBl TTopavvo) fioXtov.

AAMHT02
fxecvov Trap i)ph> koi avveario^; yevoO.

HPAKAH2
avOi<; res' earat, vvv S' iirely^aOai pe Set.

AAMHT02
aXV evrvxoiy)^, vocrrip-ov 6' eXOoi-i oBov.

«(TT0t9 Be irdajj r evveTTco rerpap\ia,

^opoi"? eV i(jOXal>; aviJ.(f)opaiaii' lardvai

(3(op.ov<; T€ Ki'iadv /SovdvTOiai TrpoarpoTral^.
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ALCESTIS

ADMETfS
scion nobly-born of Ztus most lii^jh,

IJk-ssinf^s on thee I The Tathir ulii> l)egat thee
Keep thee I Thuu only hast restored my fortunes.

How didst thou bring her from the shades to light?

IIERCLLES

1 closed in conflict with the Lord of Si)irits. 1140

ADMKTIS
Where, sayst thou, didst thou figlit this fight with

Death ?

ur.ncvi.yui

l>om ambush by the tomb mine hands ensnared him.

AUMKTIS
Now wherefore speechless standetli thus my wife?

UKnCVLKS

'Tis not vouchsafed tliee yet to hear her voice,

l-'.re to the I'owers beneath the earth she be
L'nconseerated, and the third day come.
Hut lead her in, and, just man as thou art,

Henceforth, Admetus, reverence still the guest.

I'arewell. Hut 1 must go, and work the work
Set by the king, the son of Sthenelus. 1150

ADM»ms
Abide with us, a sharer of our hearth.

MKIK TLUS

Hereafter this : now must I hasten on.

Ar)Mi:rrs

O prosper tliou, and come again in peace !

[Kril HERCULES.

Througii all my realm I publish to my folk

That, for these blessings, dances they arr.ay,

And that atonement-fumes from altars rise.
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AAKH2TI2

vvv yap fj.€67)pfi6afjL€cr6a ^eXrioi ^iov
Tov TTpoadev ov yap evrv^ciyv apvrjaofiai,

X0P02
TToWai p.op<f>al tmv BaifiovLcov,

1160 TToWa 8' aeXTTTft)? Kpaivovai Seoi'

Ka\ TO. BoKyjSevT ovk ereXecrOyj,

T(OV 8' ClBoKtJTCOP TTOpOV Tjvpe dso^,

ToiovS' ('nri/St] roBe irpayfia.
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ALCESTIS

For now to happier days than those o'er|v»st

Have we attaiiRcl. I own me l)K-st indeed.

CHonus

O the works of the GikIs—in manifold forms tliey

reveal them :

Manifold things unhoped-fur the CJods to ncccim-

plishment brin^. 1160

And the things that we looked for, the Ciods deign
not to fulfil them ;

And the paths undiscerned of our eyes, the Gmls
unseal them.

So fell this marvellous thing.

[A'jfU/l/ UMN«.

END OF VOL. IV
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