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THE DOG.

CHAPTER 1.

'THE EARLY HISTORY AND ZOOLOGICAL CLASSIFICATION OF THE DOG.

HE Dog, next to the human being, ranks highest in the scale of in-
telligence, and was evidently designed to be the companion and the
friend of man. We exact the services of other animals, and, the task
being performed, we dismiss them io their accustomed food and rest :
Lt several of the varieties of the dog follcw us to our home; they are
connected with many of our pleasures and wants, and guard our sleeping
0urs,

The first animal of the domestication of which we have any account was
the sheep. ¢ Abel was a keeper of sheep.” 2 Tt is difficult to believe that
any long time would pass before the dog—who now in every country of
the world is the companion of the shepherd, and the director or guardian
of the sheep—would be enlisted in the service of man.

From the earliest known history he was the protector of the habitation
of the human being. At the feet of the lares, those household deities
who were supposed to protect the abodes of men, the figure of a barking
dog was often placed. In every age, and almost in every part of the
globe, he has played a principal part in the labours, the dangers, and the
pleasures of the chace.

In process of time man began to surround himself with many servants
from among the lower animals, but among them all he had only one
friend—the dog ; one animal only whose service was voluntary, and who
was susceptible of disinterested affection and gratitude. In every country,
and in every time, there has existed between man and the dog a connexion
different from that which is observed between him and any other animal.
The ox and the sheep submit to our control, but their affections are prin-
cipally, if not solely, confined to themselves. They submit to us, but they
can rarely be said to love, or even to recognise us, except as connected
with the supply of their wants.

The horse will share some of our pleasures. He enjoys the chace as
much as does his rider; and, when contending for victory on the course,
he feels the full influence of emulation. Remembering the pleasure he
has experienced with his master, or the daily supply of food from the
hand of the groom, he often exhibits evident tokens of recognition ; but
that is founded on a selfish principle—he neighs that he may be fed, and
his affections are easily transferred.

* Gen. iv. 2,



2 EARLY HISTORY OF THE DOG.

The dog is the only animal that is capable of disinterested affection,
He is the only one that regards the human being as his companion, and
follows him as his friend ; the only one that seems to possess a natural
desire to be useful to him, or from a spontaneous impulse attaches himself
to man. We take the bridle from the mouth of the horse, and turn him
free into the pasture, and he testifies his joy in his partially recovered
liberty. 'We exact from the dog the service that is required of him, and
he still follows us. e solicits to be continued as our companion and
our friend. Many an expressive action tells us how much he is pleased
and thankful. Ie shares in our abundance, and he is content with the
scantiest and most humble fare. e loves us while living, and has been
known to pine away on the grave of his master.

As an animal of draught the dog is highly useful in some countries.
What would become of the inhabitants of the northerr regions, if the dog
were not harnessed to the sledge, and the Laplander, and the Greenlander,
and the Kamtchatkan drawn, and not unfrequently at the rate of nearly
a hundred miles a day, over the snowy wastes? In Newfoundland, the
timber, one of the most important articles of commerce, is drawn to the
water-side by the docile but ill-used dog: and we need only to cross the
British Channel in order to see how useful, and, generally speaking, how
happy, a beast of draught the dog can be.

Though, in our country, and to its great disgrace, this employment of
the dog has been aceompanied by such wanton and shameful cruelty, that
the Legislature—somewhat hastily confounding the abuse of a thing with
its legitimate purpose—forbade the appearance of the dog-cart in the
metropolitan districts, and were inclined to extend this prohibition through
the whole kingdom, it is much to be desired that a kindlier and better
feeling may gradually prevail, and that this animal, humanely treated,
may return to the discharge of the services of which nature has rendered
him capable, and which prove the greatest source of happiness to him
while discharging them to the best of his power.

In another and very important particular, as the preserver of human
life, the history of the dog will be most interesting. The writer of this
work has seen a Newfoundland dog who, on five distinet occasions, pre-
served the life of a human being ; and it is said of the noble quadruped
whose remains constitute one of the most interesting specimens in the
museum of Berne, that forty persons were rescued by him from impendin

“destruction. . VY.

‘When this friend and servant of man dies, he does not or may not cease
to be useful ; for in many countries, and to a far greater extent than is

_generally imagined, his skin is useful for gloves, or leggings, or mats, or
hammercloths ; and, while even the Romans occasionally fattened him for
‘the table, and esteemed his flesh a dainty, many thousands of people in
Asia, Africa, and America, now breed him expressly for food.

If the publication of the present work should throw some additional
light on the good qualities of this noble animal ; if it should enable us to
derive more advantage from the services that he can render—to train him
more expeditionsly and fully for the discharge of those services—to pro-
tect him from the abuses to which he is exposed, and to mitigate or remove
‘some of the diseases which his connexion with man has entailed upon
lim ; if any of these purposes be accomplished, we shall derive consider-
able ¢ useful knowledge ” as well as pleasure from the perusal of the
present volume.
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Some cortroversy has arisen with regard to the origin of the dog.
Professor Thomas Bell, to whom we are indebted for a truly valuable
history of the British quadrupeds, traces him to the wolf. He says, and
it is perfectly true, that the osteology of the wolf does not differ materially
from that of the dog more than that of the different kinds of dogs differs ;
that the cranium is similar, and they agree in nearly all the other essen-
tial points; that the dog and wolf will readily breed with each other, and
that their progeny, thus obtained, will again mingle with the dog. There
is one circumstance, however, which seems to mark a decided difference
between the two animals : the eye of the dog of every country and species
has a circular pupil, but the position or form of the pupil is oblique in the
wolf. Professor Bell gives an ingenious but not admissible reason for
this. He attributes the forward direction of the eyes in the dog to the
constant habit, * for many successive generations, of looking towards their
master, and obeying his voice :” but no habit of this kind could by possi-
bility produce any such effect. It should also be remembered that, in
overy part of the globe in which the wolf is found, this form of the pupil,
and a peculiar setting on of the curve of the tail, and a singularity in the
voice, cannot fail of being observed ; to which may be added, that the
dog exists in every latitnde and in every climate, while the habitation of
the wolf is confined to certain parts of the globe.

There is also a marked difference in the temper and habits of the two.
The dog is, generally speaking, easily manageable, but nothing will, in
the majority of cases, render the wolf moderately tractable. There are,
however, exceptions to this. The author remembers a bitch wolf at the
Zoological Gardens that would always come to the front bars of her den
to be caressed as soon as any one that she knew approached. She had
puppies while there, and she brought her little ones in her mouth to be
noticed by the spectators ; so eager, indeed, was she that they should share
with her in the notice of her friends, that she killed them all in succession
against the bars of her den as she brought them forcibly forward to be
fondled.

M. F. Cuvier gives an account of a young wolf who followed his
master everywhere, and showed a degree of affection and submission
scarcely inferior to the domesticated dog. His master being unavoidably
absent, he was sent to the menagerie, where he pined for his loss, and
would scarcely take any food for a considerable time. At length, how-
ever, he attached himself to his keepers, and appeared to have forgotten
his former associate. At the expiration of eighteen months his master
returned, and, the moment his voice was heard, the wolf recognised him,
and lavished on his old friend the most affectionate caresses. A second
scparation followed, which lasted three years, and again the long<remem-
bered voice was recognised, and replied to with impatient cries; after
which, rushing on his master, he licked his face with every mark of joy,
menacing his keepers, towards whom he had just before been exhibiting
fondness, A third separation occurred, and he became gloomy and
melancholy. He suffered the caresses of none but his keepers, and
towards them he often manifested the original ferocity of his species.

These stories, however, go only a little way to prove that the dog and
the wolf have one common origin. :

It may appear singular that in both the Old Testament and the New
the dog was spoken of almost with abhorrence. He ranked gmong the

8



4 EARLY HISTORY OF THE DOG.

unclean beasts. The traffic in him and the price of him were considered
as an abomination, and were forbidden to be offered in the sanctuary in
the discharge of any vow.s

One grand object in the institution of the Jewish ritual was to preserve
the Israelites from the idolatry which at that time prevailed among every
other people. Dogs were held in considerable veneration by the Egyp-
tians, from whose tyranny the Israelites had just escaped. Figures of
them appeared on the friezes of most of the temples,> and they were
regarded as emblems of the Divine Being. Herodotus, speaking of the
sanctity in which some animals were held by the Egyptians, says that the
people of every family in which a dog died, shaved themselves—their
expression of mourning—and he adds, that ¢ this was a custom existing
in his own time.”

The cause of this attachment to and veneration for the dog is, however,
explained in a far more probable and pleasing way than many of the
fables of ancient mythology. The prosperity of Lower Egypt, and
almost the very subsistence of its inhabitants, depended on the annual
overflowing of the Nile; and they looked for it with the utmost anxiety.
Its approach was announced by the appearance of a certain star—SIRIUS.
As soon as that star was seen above the horizon, they hastened to remove
their flocks to the higher ground, and abandoned the lower pastures to
the fertilizing influence of the stream. They hailed it as their guard and
protector ; and, associating with its apparent watchfulness the well-known
fidelity of the dog, they called it the ¢ dog-star,” and they worshipped
it. It was in far later periods and in other countries that the appearance
of the dog-star was regarded as the signal of insufferable heat or preva-
lent disease.

One of the Egyptian deities—A nubis—is deseribed as having the form
and body of a man, but with a dog’s head. These were types of sagacity
and fidelity.

In Ethiopia, not only was great veneration paid to the dog, but the
inhabitants used to elect a dog as their king. Ile was kept in great state,
and surrounded by a numerous train of officers and guards. When he
fawned upon them, he was supposed to be pleased with their proceedings ;
when he growled, he disapproved of the manner in which their govern-
ment was conducted. These indications of his will were implicitly
obeyed, or rather, perhaps, were translated by his worshippers as their
own caprice or interest dictated.

Even a thousand years after this period the dog was highly esteemed in
Egypt for its sagacity and other excellent qualities ; for, when Pythagoras,
after his return from Egypt, founded a new sect in Greece, and a*
Croton, in southern Italy, he taught, with the Egyptian philosophers,
that, at the death of the body, the soul entered into that of different ani-
mals. He used, after the decease of any of his favourite disciples, to canse
a dog to be held to the mouth of the dying man, in order to receive his
departing spirit ; saying, that there was no animal that could perpetuate
his virtues better than that quadruped.

It was in order to preserve the Israelites from errors and follies like

* Deut. xxiii. 18. : 3 and broad muzzle, not unlike the old Tal-
* In some of Belzoni’s beautiful sketches  bot hound. ’
of the frieze-werk of the old Egyptian tem- ¢ Herodotus, Iib. ii. ¢. 66.

ples, the dog appears, with his long ears
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these, and to prevent the possibility of this species of idolatry being esta-
blished, that the dog was afterwards regarded with utter abhorrence
among the Jews.2 This feeling prevailed during the continuance of the
Israelites in Palestine. Even in the New Testament the Apostle warns
those to whom he wrote to ¢ beware of dogs and evil-workers;”’ ® and it
is said in The Revelations that ¢ without are dogs and sorcerers,” &c.¢
Dogs were, however, employed even by the Jews. Job says, ¢ Now they
that are younger than I have me in derision, whose fathers I would have
disdained to have set with the dogs of my flock.”4 Dogs were employed
either to guide the sheep or to protect them from wild beasts; and some
prowled about the streets at night, contending with each other for the
otfal that was thrown away.

To a certain degree this dislike of the dog continues to the present day ;
for, with few exceptions, the dog is seldom the chosen companion of the
Jew, or even the inmate of his house. Nor was it originally confined to
Falestine. Wherever a knowledge of the Jewish religion spread, or any
of its traditions were believed, there arose an abhorrence of the dog. The
Dohammedans have always regarded him as an unclean animal, that
should never be cherished in any human habitation—belonging to no par-
ticular owner, but protecting the street® and the district rather than the
house of a master.

The Hindoos regard him likewise as unclean, and submit to various
purifications if they accidentally come in contact with him, believing that
every dog was animated by a wicked and malignant spirit condemned to
do penance in that form for crimes committed in a previous state of exist-
ence. If by chance a dog passed between a teacher and his pupil during
the period of instruction, it was supposed that the best lesson would be
completely poisoned, and it was deemed prudent to suspend the tuition for
at least a day and a night. Even in Egypt dogs are now as much avoided
as they were venerated. In every Mohammedan and Hindoo country the
most scurrilous epithet bestowed on a European or a Christian is—¢ a
dog!”f

This accounts for the singular fact that in the whole of the Jewish his-
tory there is not a single allusion to hunting with dogs. Mention is made
of nets and snares, but the dog seems to have been never used in the pur-
suit of game.

In the early periods of the history of other countries this seems to have
been the case even where the dog was esteemed and valued, and had be-
come the companion, the friend, and the defender of man and his home.
So late as the second century of the Christian era, the fair hunting of the
present day needed the eloquent defence of Arrian, who says that ¢ there
is as much difference between a fair trial of speed in a good run, and en-

& No dog was suffered to come within
the precincts of the Temple at Jerusalem.
EZw xuves Was a prevalent expression
anong the Jews. Bryant's Mythology
vol. ii. p. 42.

b Phil. jii. 2.

¢ Rev. xxii. 15.

4 Job. xxx. 1. See also Isaiah lvi 10,
1L
¢ Psalm lix. 6.

f Carpenter’s Seripture Natural His-
tory, p. 109. It is a remarkable fact that

from this faithful animal, the companion
of man, and the guardian of his person
and property, should originate so many
terms of reproach as ¢ dog” % cur,”
 hound,” ¢ puppy,” * dog-cheap,” « a
dog’s trick,” “ dog-sick.” * dog-weary,”
“to lead the life of adog,” ¢ to use like a
dog.” All this probably originated in
the East, where the dog was held in ab-
horrence as the common scavenger of thg
streets.
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snaring a poor animal without an effort, as between the secret piratical
assaults of robbers at sea, and the victorious naval engagements of the
Athenians at Artemisium and at Salamis.® The first hint of the employ-
ment of the dog in the pursuit of other animals is given by Oppian in his
Cynegeticus, who attributes it to Pollux, about 200 years after the pro-
mulgation of the Levitical law.

Of the precise species of dog that prevailed or was cultivated in Greece
at this early period little can with certainty be affirmed. One beautiful
piece of sculpture has been preserved, and is now in the possession of
Lord Feversham at Duncombe Hall. 1t is said to represent the favourite
dog of Alcibiades, and to have been the production of Myson, one of the
most skilful artists of ancient times. It differs but little from the New-
foundland dog of the present day. He is represented as sitting on his
haunches, and earnestly looking at his master. Any one would vouch
for the sagacity and fidelity of that animal.

The British Museum contains a group of greyhound puppies of more
recent date, from the ruins of the villa of Antoninus, near Rome. One

"W
A

M=\
Yt

is fondling the other, and the attitude of both, and the characteristic
puppy-clumsiness of their limbs, which indicate, nevertheless, the b.eautlful
proportions that will soon be developed, are an admirable specimen of
ancient art.

The Greeks in the earlier periods of their history depended too much
on their nets; and it was not until later times that they pursued their prey

2 Arrian’s Cynegéticus, cap. 26



EARLY HISTORY OF THE DOG, 7

with dogs, and then not with dogs that ran by sight, or succeeded by their
swiftness of foot, but by beagles very little superior to those of modern
tays®  Of the stronger and more ferocious dogs there is, however, occa-
sional mention. The bull-dog of modern date does not excel the one
(possibly of nearly the same race) that was presented to Alexander the
Great, and that boldly scized a ferocious lion, or another that would not
quit hLis hold, although one leg and then another was cut off.

It would be difficult and foreign to the object of this work fully to trace
the early history of the dog. Both in Greece and in Rome he was highly
estimated.  Alexander built a city in honour of a dog; and the Emperor
Hadrian decreed the most solemn rites of sepulture to another on account
of his sagacity and fidelity.

The translator of Arrian imagines that the use of the pugnaces (fight<
ing) and the sagaces (intelligent)—the more ferocious dogs, and those
who artfully circumvented and caught their prey—was known in the
earlier periods of Greek and Roman history, but that the celeres, the dogs
of speed, the greyhounds of every kind, were peculiar to the British
islands, or to the western and northern continents of Europe, the interior
and the produce of which were in those days unknown to the Greeks and
Romans. By most authors who have inquired into the origin of these
varieties of the dog the sagaces have been generally assigned to Greece—
the pugnaces to Asia—and the celeres to the Celtic nations.

Of the aboriginal country of the latter there can be little doubt; but the
accounts that are given of the English mastiff at the invasion of Britain
by the Romans, and the early history of the English hound, which was once
peculiar to this country, and at the present day degenerates in every other,
would go far to prove that these breeds also are indigenous to our island.

Oppian thus describes the hunting dog as he finds him in Britain:—
¢ There is, besides, an excellent kind ‘of scenting dogs, though sniall, yet
worthy of estimation. They are fed by the fierce nation of painted Bri-
tons, who call them agasei. In size they resemble worthless greedy
house-dogs that gape under tables. They are crooked, lean, coarse-haired,
and heavy-eyed, but armed with powerful claws and deadly teeth. The
agaseus is of good nose and most excellent in following scent.” ®

Among the savage dogs of ancient times were the Hyrcanian, said, on
account of their extreme ferocity, to have been crossed with the tiger,—
the Locrian, chiefly employed in hunting the boar,—the Pannonian, used
in war as well as in the chace,and by whom the first charge on the encmy
was always made,—and the Molossian, of Epirus, likewise trained to war
as well as to the honours of the amphitheatre and the dangers of the chace.
This last breed had one redeeming quality—an inviolable attachment to
their owners. This attachment was reciprocal ; for it is said that the Mo-
lossi used to weep over their faithful quadruped companions slain in war.

ZElian relates that one of them. and his owner, so much distinguished
themselves at the battle of Marathon, that the effigy of the dog was placed
on the same tablet with that of his master.

Soon after Britain was discovered the pugraces of Epirus were pitted
against those of our island, and, according to the testimony of Gratius,
completely beaten. A variety of this class, but as large and as ferocious,
was employed to guard the sheep and cattle, or to watch at the door of

*+ New Sporting Magazine, vol. xiv. p. 97.
' Oppian’s Cynegeticus, lib. i, v. 468—480.
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the house, or to follow the owner on any excursion of business or of plea-
sure. Gratius says of these dogs, that they have no pretensions to the
deceitful commendation of form ; but, at the time of need, when courage is
required of them, most excellent inastiffs are not to be preferred to them.

The account of the British pugnaces of former times, and also of the
sagaces and eeleres, will be best given when treating of their present state
and comparative value. In describing the different breeds of dogs, some
anecdotes will be related of their sagacity and fidelity ; a few previous
remarks, however, may be admissible. ‘

A young man lost his life by falling from one of the precipices of the
Helvellyn mountains. Three months afterwards his remains were dis-
covered at the bottom of a ravine, and his faithful dog, almost a skeleton,
still guarding them. Sir Walter Scott beautifully describes the scene:

Dark-green was the spot, mid the brown mountain heather
Where the pilgrim of nature lay stretched in decay ;
Like the corpse ofan outcast, abandoned to weather,
Till the mountain winds wasted the tenantless clay ;
Nor yet quite deserted, though lonely extended,
For, faithful in death, his mute favourite attended,
‘I'he much-loved remains of her master defended,
And chased the hill-fox and the raven away.
How long didst thou think that his silence was slumber ?
‘When the wind waved his garments how oft didst thou start?
How many long days and long weeks didst thou number
Ere he faded before thee, the friend of thy heart?

Burchell, in his Travels in Africa, places the connexion between man
and the dog, and the good qualities of this animal, in an interesting point
of view. A pack of dogs of various descriptions formed a necessary part of
his caravan, occasionally to provide him with food, but oftener to defend
him from wild beasts or robbers. ¢ While almost every other quadruped
fears man as his most formidable enemy,” says this interesting traveller,
¢¢ there is one who regards him as his companion, and follows him as his
friend. 'We must not mistake the nature of the case. It is not because
we train him to our use, and have made choice of him in preference to
other animals, but because this particular species of animal feels a natural
desire to be useful to man, and, from spontaneous impulse, attaches him-
self to him. Were it not so, we should see in various countries an equal
familiarity with other quadrupeds, according to their habits, and the taste
or caprices of different nations; but, everywhere, it is the dog only that
takes delight in associating with us, and in sharing our abode. It is he
who knows us personally, watches over us, and warns us of danger. 1t is
impossible for the naturalist not to feel a conviction that this friendship
between creatures so different from each other must be the result of the
laws of nature ; nor can the humane and feeling mind avoid the belief that
kindness to those animals, from which he derives continued and essential
assistance, is part of the moral duty of man.

¢ Often in the silence of the night, when all my people have been fast.
asleep around the fire, have I stood to contemplate these faithful animals
watching by their side, and have learned to esteem them for their social
inclinaiion towards mankind. When, wandering over pathless deserts,
oppressed with vexation and distress at the conduct of my own men, I have
turned to these as my only friends, and felt how much inferior to them was
man when actuated only by selfish views.”

Of the stanchness and incorruptible fidelity of the dog, and his disre-
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gard of personal inconvenience and want, when employed in our service,
it is impossible to entertain a doubt. We have sometimes thought that
the attachment of the dog to its master was increased, or, at least, the
exhibition of it, by the penury of the owner. At all events one fact is
plain enough, that, while poverty drives away from us many a companion
of our happier hours, it was never known to diminish the love of our
quadruped friend.

The early history of the dog has been described, and the abomination in
which he was held by the Israelites. At no great distance of time, how-
ever, we find him, almost in the neighbourhood of Palestine, in one of the
islands of the Ionian Sea, the companion and the friend of princes, and
deserving their regard. The reader will forgive a somewhat abbreviated
account of the last meeting of Ulysses and his dog.

Twenty years had passed since Argus, the favourite dog of Ulysses, had
been parted from his master. The monarch at length wended his way
homewards, and, disguised as a beggar, for his life would have been sacri-
ficed had he been known, stood at the entrance of his palace-door. There
he met with an old dependent, who had formerly served him with fidelity
and who was yet faithful to his memory ; but age and hardship and care,
and the disguise which he now wore, had so altered the wanderer that the
good Eumaeus had not the most distant suspicion with whom he was con-
versing ; but—

Near to the gates, conferring as they drew,
Argus the dog his ancient master knew,

And, not unconscious of the voice and tread,
Lifts to the sound his ears, and rears his head.
He knew his Lord, he knew, and strove to meet;
In vain he strove to crawl and kiss his feet :
Yet, all he could, his tail, his ears, his eyes
Salute his master, and confess his joys.

In Daniel’s Rural Sports, the account of a nobleman and his dog is
given. The nobleman had been absent two years on foreign service. On
bis return this faithful creature was the first to recognise him, as he came
through the court-yard,and he flew to welcome his old master and friend.
He sprung upon him ; his agitation and his joy knew not any bounds ; and
at length, in the fulness of his transport, he fell at his master’s feet and
expired.

‘We will not further pursue this part of our subject at present. We
shall have other opportunities of speaking of the disinterested and devoted
affection which this noble animal is capable of displaying when he occu-
pies his proper situation, and discharges those offices for which nature
designed him. It may, however, be added that this power of tracing back
the dog to the very earliest periods of history, and the fact that he then
scemed to be as sagacious, as faithful, and as valuable as at the present
day, strongly favour the opinion that he descended from no inferior and
comparatively worthless animal,—that he was not the progeny of the wolf,
the jackal, or the fox, but he was originally created, somewhat as we now
find him, the associate and the friend of man.

If, within the first thousand years after the Deluge, we observe that
divine honours were paid to him, we can scarcely be brought to believe
" bis wolfish genealogy. The most savage animals are capable of affection
for those to whom they have been accustomed, and by whom they have
been well treated, and therefore we give full credit to several accounts of

* Pope’s Odyssey, xvii.
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this sort related of the wolf, the lion, and even the eat and the reptile:
buat in no other animal—in no other, even in the genus Canis—do we find
the qualities of the domestic dog, or the slightest approach to them. ¢ T'o
his master he flies with alacrity,” says the eloquent Buffon, * and sub-
missively lays at his feet all his courage, strength, and talent. A glance
of the eye is sufficient ; for he understands the smallest indications of his
will. He has all the ardour of friendship, and fidelity and constaney in his
aflections, which man can have. Neither interest nor desire of revenge
can corrupt him, and he has no fear but that of displeasing, He is all
zeal and obedience. He speedily forgets ill-usage, or only recollects it to
make returning attachment the stronger. He licks the hand which causes
him pain, and subdues his anger by submission. The training of the dog
seems to have been the first art invented by man, and the fruit of that art
was the conquest and peaceable possession of the earth.” ¢ Man,” says
Burns, “is the God of the dog; he knows no other ; and see how he wor-
ships him. With what reverence he crouches at his feet—with what
reverence he looks up to him — with what delight he fawns upon him, and
with what cheerful alacrity he obeys him !”

If any of the lower animals bear about them the impress of the Divine
hand, it is found in the dog: many others are plainly and decidedly more
or less connected with the welfare of the human being; but this con-
nexion and its effects are limited to a few points, or often to one alone.
The dog, different, yet the same, in every region, seems to be formed ex-
pressly to administer to our comforts and to our pleasure. He displays a
versatility, and yet a perfect unity of power and character, which mark
him as our destined servant, and, still more, as our companion and friend.
Other animals may be brought to a certain degree of familiarity, and
may display much affection and gratitude. There was scarcely an animal
in the menagerie of the Zoological Society that did not acknowledge the
superintendent as his friend; but it was only a casual intercourse, and
might be dissolved by a word or look. At the hour of feeding, the brute
principle reigned supreme, and the companion of other hours would be
sacrificed if he dared to interfere; but the connexion between man and
the dog, no lapse of time, no change of circumstances, no infliction of
evil can dissolve. We must, therefore, look far beyond the wolf for the
prototype of the dog.

Cuvier eloquently’ states that the dog exhibits the most complete and
the most useful conquest that man has made. FEach individual is
entirely devoted to his master, adopts his manners, distinguishes and
defends his property, and remains attached to him even unto death_; and
all this springing not from mere necessity, or from constraint, but simply
from gratitude and true friendship. The swiftness, the strength, and the
highly developed power of smelling of the dog, have made him a power-
ful ally of iman against the other animals; and, perha.ps, these guahtxes in
the dog were necessary to the establishment of society. Itis the only
animal that has followed the human being all over the earth.

There is occasionally a friendship existing between dogs resembling that
which is found in the human being. The author pledges himself as to
the accuracy of the following little anecdote. Two dogs, the property of
a gentlemen at Shrewsbury, had been companions for many years, until
one of them died of old age. The survivor immediately began to mamfest
an extraordinary degree of restless anxiety, searching for his old associate
in all his former haunts, and refusing every kind of food. He gradually
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wasted away, and, at the expiration of the tenth day, he died, the victim

of an attachment that would have done honour to man.

The Doa belongs to the division of animals termed VERTEBRATED (see.

“The Horse,’ 2nd edition, page 106) because it has'a cranium or skull,
and a spine or range of VERTEBRE proceeding from it. It ranks under
the class MAaMMALIA, because it has teats, by which the female suckles
her young ; the ¢ribe UNGuicULATA, because its extremities are armed
with nails; the order DrciTIGRADES, because it walks principally on
ifs toes. The genus Cants has two tubercular teeth behind the large’
carnivorous tooth in the upper jaw; and the sub-genus familiaris,
the Dog, has the pupils of the eye circular, while those of the wolf are
oblique, and those of the fox upright and long. /

There has been some dispute whether the various species of dogs are
of different origin, or sprung from one common source. When we con-
sider the change that climate and breeding effect in the same species
of dog, and contrast the rough Irish or Highland greyhound with the
smoother one of the southern parts of Britain, or the more delicate one of
Greece, or the diminutive but beautifully formed one of Italy, or the
hairless one of Africa, or Brazil—or the small Blenheim spaniel with the
magnificent Newfoundland ; if also we observe many of them varied by
accident, and that accidental variety diligently cultivated into a new
species, altogether different in form or use, we shall find no difficulty
in believing that they might be derived from one common origin.

One of the most striking proofs of the influence of climate on the form
and character of this animal, occurs in the bull-dog. "When transported
to India he becomes, in a few years, greatly altered in form, loses all his
former courage and ferocity, and becomes a perfect coward.

It is probable that all dogs sprung from one common source, but
climate, food, and cross-breeding caused variations of form, which sug-
gested particular uses; and these being either designedly or accidentally
perpetuated, the various breeds of dogs thus arose, and they have be-
come numerous in proportion to the progress of civilization. Among the
ruder, or savage tribes, they possess but one form; but the ingenuity of
man has devised many inventions to increase his comforts: he has varied
and multiplied the characters and kinds of domestic animals for the same
purpose, and hence the various breeds of horses, and cattle, and dogs.

The parent stock it is now impossible to trace ; but the wild dog, where-
ever found on the continent of Asia, or Northern Europe, has nearly the
same character, and bears no inconsiderable resemblance to the British
fox-dog, while many of those from the Southern Ocean can scarcely be
distinguished from the English lurcher. There is, however, no more
difficulty in this respect with regard to the dog, than any other of our do-
mesticated animals. Climate, or chance, produced a change in certain
individuals, and the sagacity of man, or, perhaps, mere chance, founded
on these accidental varieties numerous breeds possessed of certain distinct
characteristic properties. The degeneracy of the dog, also, in different
countries, cannot for a moment be disputed.

The most natural arrangement of all the varieties of the dog is according
to the development of the frontal sinus and the cerebral cavity, or, in
other words, the power of scent, and the degree of irfelligence. This
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classification originated with M. F. Cuvier, and has been adopted by most
naturalists. He reckoned three divisions of the dog :—

I. Those having the head more or less elongated, and the parietal bones
of the skull widest at the base and gradually approaching towards each
other as they ascend, the condyls of the lower jaw being on the same
line with the upper molar teeth. The Greyhound and all its varieties
belong to this class.

II. The head moderately elongated, and the parietals diverging from
each other for a certain space as they rise upon the side of the head,
enlarging the cerebral cavity and the frontal sinus. To this class belong
our most valuable dogs,—the Spaniel, Setter, Pointer, Hound, and the
Sheep-dog.

ITI. The muzzle more or less shortened, the frontal sinus enlarged,
and the cranium. elevated, and diminished in capacity. To this class
belong some of the Terriers, and a great many dogs that might very well
be spared.

This division of the different species of the dog is adopted here as being
the most simple, intelligible, and satisfactory.
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CHAPTER II.

THE VARIETIES OF THE DOG.

e
55
e

e T

THE THIBET DOG,

FIRST DIVISION.

The head more or less elongated, the parietal bones widest at the base
ond gradually approaching to each other as they ascend, and the condyls
of the lower jaw being on the same line with the upper molar teeth.

To this division belong the greater number of the

‘WILD DOGS.

The wild dog, as existing in considerable numbers or communities,
seems to be nearly extirpated in the southern parts of Europe ; but there
are several cases on record of dogs, having assumed the character of the
wild race from which they had descended, abandoning their state of
domestication, and reasserting their native independence. A black grey-
liound bitch, belonging to a gentleman in Scarisbrick, in Lancashire, though
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she had apparently been well broken in, and always well used, ran away
from the habitation of her master, and betook herself to the woods. She
killed a great number of hares and made free with the sheep, and became
an intolerable nuisance to the neighbourhood. She was occasionally seen,
and the depredations that were committed were brought home to her.
Many were the attempts made to entrap or destroy her; but in vain:
for more than six months she eluded the vigilance of her pursuers. At
length she was observed to creep into a hole in an old barn. She was
caught as she came out, and the barn being searched three whelps were
found, which, very foolishly, were destroyed. ,

The bitch evinced the utmost ferocity, and, although well secured,
attempted to seize every one who approached her. She was, however,
dragged home and treated with kindness. By degrees her ferocity abated.
In the course of two months, she became perfectly reconciled to her
original abode, and, a twelvemonth afterwards (1822), she ran successfully
several courses. ‘There was still a degree of wildness in her appearance ;
but, although at perfect liberty, she seemed to be altogether reconciled to
a domestic life.

In 1784 a dog was left by a smuggling vessel on the coast of Northum-
berland. He soon began to worry the sheep for his subsistence, and did
so much mischief that he caused very considerable alarm. He was fre-
quently pursued by hounds and greyhounds; but when the dogs came up
he lay upon his back as if supplicating for merey, and in that position they
would never hurt him. He therefore lay quietly until the hunters ap-
proached, when he made off without being followed by the hounds until
they were again excited to the pursuit. He one day led them 30 miles in
this way. It was more than three inonths before he was caught, and was
then shot.*

A dog with every character of the wild one has occasionally been seen
in some of the forests of Germany, and among the Pyrenean mountains ;
but he has rarely been found gregarious there. In the country on the
eastern side of the Gulf of Venice wild dogs are more frequent. They
increase in the Austrian and Turkish dominions, and are found on almost
every part of the coast of the Black Sea, but even there they rarely
gather in flocks: they do not howl in concert, as the wolf; nor are they
the precursors of other and larger beasts, like the jackal. Most of these
dogs have the muzzle and head elongated, the ears erect, triangular, and
small, the body and neck large and muscular, and the tail short, but with
a brush of crisped hair. Inmany parts of Arabia the wild dog—or dakhun
—is occasionally found. In Persia, they are most decidedly congregated
together, and still more so in almost every part of India.®

= Annals of Sporting, vol. vi. p. 99.

b The ‘superstition of the Arabians and
Turks with regard to dogs is somewhat
singular: neither have they much affec-
tion for these animals, or suffer them to be
in or near the camp, except to guard it in
the night. They have, however, some
* charity for the females that have whelps.
As for other dogs, they feed them well,
and give them good words, but never
touch them nor near them, because
dogs are regarded as unclean animals,
They particularly drive them away in wet

weather ; for, if one drop of water from a
dog should fall on their raiment, their de-
votion would be interrupted and useless.
They who are fond of hunting make their
religion subservient to their pleasure, and
say that greyhounds and setters are ex-
cepted from the general rule, because when
not running these dogs are tied up where
nothing unclean can reach them, and they
are never suffered to eat any thing unclean.
Their opinion is the same with regard to
small dogs, which are kept with great care,
and no one willingly injures a dog, or, if
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Mr. Hodgson has favoured the Zoological Society with an account of

THE WILD DOG OF NEPAL,

the bddnsi, and, finding it more or less prevailing through the whole of
Northern India, and even southward of the coast of Coromandel, he thought
that he had discovered the primitive race of the dog. This is a point that -
can never be decided. ¢ These dogs hunt their prey by night, as well as
by day, in packs of from six to ten individuals, maintaining the chace more
by the scent than by the eye, and generally succeeding by dint of strength
and perseverance. While hunting, they bark like the hound, yet the
bark is peculiar and equally unlike that of the cultivated breeds of dogs, ,
and the cries of the jackal and the fox.” Bishop Ileber gives the follow-
inxy account of them. ¢ They are larger and stronger than a fox, which
in the circumstances of form and fur they much resemble. They hunt,
hcwever, in packs, give tongue like dogs, and possess an exquisite scent.
They make of course tremendous havoc among the game in these hills;
but that mischief they are said amply to repay by destroying wild beasts
ard even tigers.” ®

Wild dogs are susceptible of certain social combinations. In Egypt,
Constantinople, and throughout the whole of the East, there are in every
" village troops of wandering dogs who belong to no particular person.
Each troop has its own quarter of the place; and, if any wander into a
quarter which does not belong to him,its inhabitants unite together and chase
him out. At the Cape of Good Hope there are many dogs half-starved.
On going from home the natives induce two or more of these animals
to accompany them, warn them of the approach of any ferocious animal,
ard, if any of the jackals approach the walls during the night, they utter
the most piercing cries, and at this signal every dog sallies out, and,
uniting together, put the jackals to speedy flight.®

The wild Nepil dogs caught when at an adult age make no approach
_towards domestication ; but a young one, which Mr. Hodgson obtained
when it was not more than a month old, became sensible to caresses, and
manifested as much intelligence as any sporting dog of the same age.®

Captain T. Williamson gives an interesting account of the ferocious
character of some of these wild dogs. ¢ They have considerable resem-
blance to the jackalin form. They are remarkably savage, and frequently
will approach none but their doonahs or keepers, not allowing their own
masters to come near them. Some of them are very fleet ; but they are
not to be depended upon in coursing; for they are apt suddenly to give
up the chace when it is a severe one, and, indeed, they will too often prefer
ashieep or a goat to a hare. In hog-hunting they are more valuable. Tt
seems to suit their temper and they appear to enjoy the snapping and the
snarling, incident to that species of sports.”

He says that many persons affect to treat the idea of degeneration in
quadrupeds with ridicule; but all who have been any considerable
time resident in India must be satisfied that dogs of Iuropean breed be-
come, after every successive generation, more and more similar to the

he should injure purposely, or destroy one b istoire du Chien, par Elzear Blaze,

of them, the law would punish him. Che- p. 54. 3 . ;
valier Darvieux’s Travels in Arabia De- ¢ Proceedings of the Zoological Society,
serta, 1718, p. 155. Part 1. 1833. d

a Ileber’s Narrative, p. 500.
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pariah, or indigenous dog of that country. The iounds are the most
rapid in their decline, and, except in the form of their ears, they are
very much like many of the village curs. Greyhounds and pointers also
rapidly decline, although with occasional exceptions. Spanielsand terriers
deteriorate less, and spaniels of eight or nine generations, and without a
cross from Europe, are not only as good as, but far more beautiful than,
their ancestors. The climate is too severe for mastiffs, and they do not
possess sufficient stamina ; but, crossed by the East Indian greyhound, they
are invaluable in hunting the hog.*

Colonel Sykes, at one of the meetings of the Zoological Society, pro-
duced a specimen of :

THE WILD DOG OF DAKHUN,

or Deccan, a part of India far to the south of Nepil, and gave the fol-
Jowing description of this supposed primitive dog:—“Its head is com-
pressed and elongated, but its muzzle not very sharp. The eyes are
oblique, the pupils round, and the érides light-brown. The expression
of the countenance is that of a coarse ill-natured Persian greyhound,
without any resemblance to the jackal, the fox, or the wolf. The ears
are long, erect, and somewhat rounded at the top. Thelimbs remarkably
large and ‘strong in relation to the bulk of the animal. The size is inter-
mediate between the wolf and the jackal. The neck long, the body
elongated, and the entire dog-of a red-brown colour. None of the do-
mesticated dogs of Dakhun are common in Europe, but those of Dakhun
and Nepil are very similar in all their characters. There is also a dog
in Dakhun with hair so short as to make him appear naked. It is called
the polugar dog.

THE WILD DOG OF THE MAHRATTAS

possesses a similar conformation ; and the fact is, that the East Indian
wild dog is essentially the same in every part of that immense extent of
country. There is no more reason, however, for concluding that it was
the primitive dog, than for conferring on the Indian cattle the same
honour among the ruminants. The truth of the matter is that we have
no guide what was the original breed in any country. The lapse of
4,000 years would effect strange alterations in the breeds. The common
name of this dog, in the track lying between South Bahar and the
Mabhratta frontier towards Maghore, is

DHOLE,

the Chryseus Secylex of Hamilton Smith.

Captain Williamson, in his Oriental Field Sports, gives the following
account of the Dholes :—

“ They are to be found chiefly, or only, in the country from Midna-
pore to Chamu, and even there are not often to be met with. They are
of the size of a small greyhound. Their countenance is enlivened by
unusually brilliant eyes. Their body, which is slender and deep-chested,
is thinly covered by a coat of hair of a reddish-brown or bay colour. The
tail is dark towards its extremity. The limbs are light, compact, and

« Williamson’s Oriental Field Sports.
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strong, and equally calculated for speed and power. They resemble
many of the common pariah dogs in form, but the singularity of their
colour and marks at once demonstrate an evident distinction.

““ These dogs are said to be perfectly harmless if unmolested. They do
nct willingly approach persons; but, if they chance to meet any in their
course, they do not show any particular anxiety to escape. They view
the human race rather as objects of curiosity, than either of apprehension
or enmity. The natives who reside near the Ranochitty and Katcunsandy
passes, in which vicinity the dholes may frequently be seen, describe them
as confining their attacks entirely to wild animals, and assert that they
will not prey on sheep, goats, &c. ; but, others, in the country extending
southward from Jelinah and Mechungunge, maintain that cattle are fre-
quently lost by their depredations. I am inclined to believe that the
dlole is not particularly eeremonious, but will, when opportunity offers,
an({ a meal is wanting, obtain it at the expense of the neighbouring
village.

¢ The peasants likewise state that the dhole is eager in proportion to
the size and powers of the animal he hunts, preferring the elk to every
other kind of deer, and particularly seeking the royal tiger. It is pro-
bable that the dhole is the principal check on the multiplication of the
tiger ; and, although incapable individually, or perhaps in small numbers,
to effect the destruction of so large and ferocious an animal, may, from
their custom of hunting in packs, easily overcome any smaller beast found
in the wilds of India. \

“They run mute, except that they sometimes utter a whimpering
kind of note, similar to that sometimes expressed by dogs when approach-
ing their prey. This may be expressive of their own gratification, or
anxiety, or may serve as a guide to other dkoles to join in the chace.
The speed of the dhole is so strongly marked in his form as to render it
probable no animal in the catalogue of game could escape him for any
distance. Many of the dholes are destroyed in these contests; for the
tiger, the elk, and the boar, and even many of the smaller classes of game
arc capable of making a most obstinate defence. Hence the breed of the
dholes is much circumseribed.”

THE THIBET DOG.

Mr. Bennett, in his scientific and amusing deseription of the Zoological
Gurdens, gave the best account we have of this noble dog, and the por-
trait at the head of this chapter is a most faithful likeness of him. He
is bred in the table-land of the Himalaya mountains bordering on Thibet.
The Bhoteas, by whom many of them are carefully reared, come down to
the low countries at certain seasons of the year to sell their borax and
musk. The women remain at home, and they and the flocks are most
sedulously guarded by these dogs. They are the defenders of almost
every considerable mansion in Thibet. In an account of an embassy to
the court of the Teshoo Llama in Thibet, the author says, that he had to
pass by a row of wooden cages containing a number of large dogs, fierce,
strong, and noisy. They were natives of Thibet, and, whether savage by
nature or soured by confinement, they were so impetuously furious that
it was unsafe even to approach their dens. Every writer who describes
these dogs, speaks of their noble size, and their ferocity, and antipathy to

strangers.
c
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It is said, however, that the Thibet dog rapidly degencrates when
removed from its native country, and certainly the specimens which have
reached the Zoological Gardens exhibited nothing of ferocity. The one
that was in that menagerie had a noble and commanding appearance ; but
he never attempted to do any injury.

The colour of the Thibet dog is of a deep black, slightly clouded on
the sides, his feet alone and a spot over each eye being of a full tawny or
bright brown hue. He has the broad short truncated muzzle of the mas-
tiff, and the lips are still more deeply pendulous. There isalso a singular
general looseness of the skin on every part of him.

THE PARIAH.

There are several varieties of this dog. There is a wild breed ve
numerous in the jungles and in some of the lower ranges of the Himalaya
mountains. They usually hunt in packs, and it is not often that their
prey escapes them. They generally are very thin, and of a reddish-
brown colour, with sharp-pointed ears, deep chest, and tucked-up flanks.
Many persons hunt with these dogs singly, and they are very useful.
They bring the hog to bay, or indicate the course that he has taken, or
distract his attention when the sportsman is at hand.

There is also in every inhabited part of the country the poor desolate
pariah,—unowned by any one,—daring to enter into no house, but wander-
ing about, and picking up a living in any way that he can. He is, how-
ever, of a superior race to the wild dog, and belongs to the second class
of the dog, although mentioned here in order that we may altogether quit
the dog of India. They are neglected by the Hindoos ; but the Moham-
medans of India, and other strangers, consider it an act of charity to
throw out occasionally a morsel of food to them. They are most of them
mongrels; but the benevolent Bishop Heber does them no more than
justice when he says that he ¢ was forcibly struck at finding the same dog-
like and amiable qualities in these neglected animals as in their more
fortunate brethren in Europe.”

Colonel Sykes says of these outcasts that among the pariahs is fre-
quently found the turnspit-dog. There is also a small petted variety of
the pariah, usually of a white colour, and with long silky hair. This
animal is taught to carry flambeaux and lanterns.

According to Captain Williamson, in some of the ditches of the
Carnatic forts, alligators are purposely kept, and all the pariah dogs
found in the forts are thrown into the ditches as provision for these
monsters. Some persons who have kept tigers in cages have adopted the
same means of supply for their royal captives, putting the poor pariah
through an aperture made for the purpose in the cage; and they justify
themselves by asserting that they thus get rid of a troublesome breed of
curs, most of which are unappropriated, and which being numerous are
very troublesome to passengers, often wantonly biting them, and raising a
yelling noise at night, that sets all attempts to rest at defiance.

It did not always happen that the tiger killed the pariah put into his
cage. “Iknew an instance,” says Captain Williamson, “of one that
was destined for the tiger’s daily meal, standing on the defensive in a
manner that completely astonished both the tiger and the spectator. He
crept into a corner, and whenever the tiger approached seized him by the
lip or the neck, making him roar most piteously. The tiger, however,
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impelled by hunger,—for all supply of food was purposely withheld,—~would
renew the attack. The result was ever the same. At length the tiger
began to treat the dog with more deference, and not only allowed him to
partake of the mess of rice and milk furnished daily for his subsistence,
but even refrained from any attempt to disturb him. The two animals at
Jength became reconciled to each other, and a strong attachment was
formed between them. The dog was then allowed ingress and egress
through the aperture ; and, considering the cage as his home, he left it and
returned to it just as he thought proper. When the tiger died he moaned
vhe loss of his companion for a considerable period.”

A wild variety exists in Sumatra. It is described by Cuvier as ¢ pos-
sessing the countenance of a fox, the eyes oblique, the ears rounded and
hairy, the muzzle of a foxy-brown colour, the tail bushy and pendulous,
very lively, running with the head lifted high, and the ears straight.”
'This animal can scarcely be rendered tractable, and even when he is
apparently tamed can rarely be depended upon.

As we proceed through the Indian Archipelago, towards Australasia,
we skirt the coast of Java. Every Javanese of rank has large packs of
Jdogs with which he hunts the muntjak, the deer of that country. The
dogs are led in strings by the attendants until they scent the prey: they
are then unloosed, while the sportsmen follow, but not at the speed which
would distinguish the British sportsman. Theanimal is generally found at
bay. The male muntjak usually exhibits considerable courage, and pro-
bably several of the dogs have been wounded by his tusks. As soon as
they come up every gun is discharged, and the animal almost immediately
drops. At other times the mounted sportsmen attack them with a spear or
sword. Generally, the muntjak does not go off like the stag in any direct
track, but takes a circular course, and soon returns to the spot whence it
was started. It perhaps makes several of these circles, and at length
cntangles itself in a thicket, where it is secured.

These dogs are the indigenous breed of the island, the body lank, the
cars erect, ferocious in their disposition, and with very little attachment
to their masters. Such is the account given of them by Dr. Horsfield.

THE DINGO, AUSTRALASIAN, OR NEW HOLLAND DOG.

The newly discovered southern continent was, and some of it still con-
tinues to be, overrun by the native wild dogs. Dampier describes them,
at the close of the last century, as ¢ beasts like the hungry wolves, lean
like so many skeletons, and being nothing but skin and bone.” Tt was
not until the publication of Governor Phillip’s voyage to Botany Bay,
that any accurate description or figure of this dog could be obtained.
e approaches in appearance to the largest kind of shepherd’s dog. The
liead is elongated, the forehead flat, and the ears short and erect, or with a
tlight direction forwards. The body is thickly covered with hair of two
kinds—the one woolly and gray, the other silky and of a deep yellow or
fawn colour. The limbs are muscular, and, were it not for the suspicious
vet ferocious glare of the eye, he might pass for a handsome dog. The
Australasian dog, according to M. Desmarest, resembles in form and in
the proportion of his limbs the common shepherd’s dog. He is very
active and courageous, covered in some parts with thick hair woolly and
gray, in other parts becoming of a yellowish-red colour, and under the
belly having a whitish hue. "When he is running, the head is lifted more

: c2



20 FIRST DIVISION OF THE

than usual in dogs, and the tail is carried horizontally. He seldom barks.
Mr. Bennett observes that ¢ dogs in a state of nature never bark. The
simply whine, howl, or growl. The explosive noise of the bark is only
found among those that are domesticated.” Sonini speaks of the shep-
herds’ dogs in the wilds of XEgypt as not having this faculty; and
Columbus found the dogs which he had previously carried to America,
almost to have lost their propensity to bark.

THE DINGO.

He does, however, occasionally bark, and has the same kind of snarling
voice which the larger dogs generally have. The Australasian dogs that
have been brought to Europe have usually been of a savage and untract-
able disposition.

There are several of the Australasian dogs in the gardens of the
Zoological Society of London. One of them has been an inmate of that
establishment nine years, others more than five years ; but not an individual
has acquired the bark of the other dogs by which they are surrounded.
‘When a stranger makes his appearance, or when the hour of.feeding
arrives, the howl of the Australasian is the first sound that is heard, and
it is louder than all the rest.

If some of them have thrown off a portion of their native ferocity,
others retain it undiminished. A bitch and two of her whelps, nearly
half grown—a male and female—had inhabited the same cage from the
time that the young ounes were born. Some cause of quarrel occurred on
a certain night, and the two bitches fell upon the dog and perfectly
destroyed him. There was not a limb left whole. A stronger instance
of the innate ferocity of thisbreed could scarcely be given. Evenin their
native country all attempts perfectly to domesticate them have failed ; for
they never lose an opportunity to devour the poultry or attack the sheep.
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Every domesticated dog coming within their reach was immediately
destroyed. One that was brought to England broke his chain—scoured
the surrounding country—and, before dawn, had destroyed several sheep ;
and another attacked, and would have destroyed, an ass, if he had not
heen prevented.

Mr. Oxley, Surveyor General of New South Wales, however, gives an
nteresting account of the mutual attachment between two of the native
and wild New Holland dingos. ¢ About a week ago we killed a native
dog, and threw his body on a small bush. On returning past the same
spot to-day, we found the body removed three or four yards from the bush,
and the female in a dying state lying close beside it : she had apparently
heen there from the day the dog was killed. Being now so weakened and
>maciated as to be unable to move on our approach, it was deemed a mercy
‘0 despatch her.”

When Van Diemen Land began to be colonized by Europeans, the
losses sustained by the settlers by the ravages of the wild dogs were
almost incredible. The districts infested by theseanimals were principally
chose appropriated to sheep, and there was scarcely a flock that did not
suffer. It was in vain to double the number of shepherds, to watch by
night and by day, or to have fires at every quarter of the fold; for these
animals would accomplish their object by stratagem or by force. One
colony lost no fewer than 1200 sheep and lambs in three months; another
colony lost 700.

The ravagers were either the native wild dogs of the island, or those
that had escaped from their owners. They seemed to have apportioned
‘he country into different districts, each troop having its allotted range.
At length the evil became so great that a general meeting of the colonists
was convened. The concluding sentences of the speech of Lieutenant
Hill forcibly express the extent of the evil. ¢ The country is free from
bush-rangers: we are no longer surrounded and threatened by the
natives. Wehave only one enemy left in the field ; but that enemy strikes
ut the very root of our welfare, and through him the stream of our pros-
perity is tainted at its very source.” The colonists were then few, but
they cordially united in the endeavour to extirpate this formidable
enemy ; and, although the wild dog is still found in the interior of the
island, he is comparatively seldom seen, and his ravages have nearly
ceased,

THE CANIS AUSTRALIS—KARARAHE, NEW ZEALAND DOG.

A tradition exists in New Zealand of this dog having been given to the
natives two or three centuries ago by a number of divinities who made
their descent on these shores, probably Juan Fernandez and his com-
panions. The sagacious animal has, however, dwindled down to the
Jowest rank of his family, but ill usage has not altogether destroyed his
worth. In New Zealand he is the safeguard of every village. Should the
slightest alarm exist, he is the first to ascertain the cause of it, and many
families have saved themselves by flight, or have taken arms in self-
(efence against the incursions of predatory bands. The New Zealanders
are therefore kind in their treatment of the dog, except that they occa-
sionally destroy him for his hide.

The name formerly given to the New Zealand dog was pero, which in
some measure substantiates the supposition of Juan Fernandez having
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:irisited the country—perro, in the Spanish language, being the name of a
og.

‘We will now turn to the northern parts of America. The races of
wild dogs are there considerably limited, both in number and the districts
which they occupy.

In the elevated sandy country north of the source of the Missouri,
mhabited by the ¢ Stone ” and the * Black Foot’’ Indians, is a doubtful
species of dogs—wolves they used to be called—who hunt in large packs
and are exceedingly swift ; whose bark is similar to that of the domestic
dog, but who burrow in the ground, and eagerly run to their holes, when
the gun of the hunter is heard. The habit of selecting large, open,
sandy plains, and burrowing there, extends to the greater part of the
American wild dogs.

In some parts of North America whole troops of horses are guarded and
kept together by dogs. If any of the troop attempt to steal away, the
dog will immediately fly after the horse, head him, and bring him back to
his companions.

The wild dogs abound in many parts of South America. In some of
the forests on the banks of the Oronoko they multiply to an annoying
degree. The Cayotte of Mexico, described by some as a wolf, and
bearing no slight resemblance to that animal, belongs to the South Ame-
rican wild dogs, as do also the Aguara dogs of every kind. These wan-
derers of the woods are, however, diminished in numbers in every part of
that continent, and are replaced by other kinds, many of which have been
imported from Europe and domesticated. Many of the Indian tribes
have succeeded in reclaiming the dog of the woods,and have made him a
useful although not a perfectly attached servant.

The dogs of the Falkland Islands, and the Indian North American
dogs generally, are brown or gray-coloured varieties of the wild dog ; but
they are nearly exterminated.

The history of the
WILD DOG OF AFRICA

will occupy little space. It has already been stated that in Egypt and in
Nubia we have the first records of the dog. Many superstitious notions
were connected with him, and divine honours were paid to him. Those
times are passed away, and he is regarded with aversion by the Moslem of
the present day. He is an outcast. He obtains a scanty living by the
offal which he gathers in the towns, or he is become a perfect wild dog,
and scours the country for his prey. His modern name is the deab,
He is of considerable size, with a round muzzle, large head, small erect
ears, and long and hairy tail, spotted with black, white, and yellow, and
having a fierce wolfish aspect. These dogs are not, however, numerous ;
but the mischief which they do is often great, whether in pairs they burrow
in the earth, or associate with othersand hunt in troops.*

a Poiret, in his Travels in Barbary, as- of his own life. He is cruel and blood-

serts that “the dog loses in the East a
great part of those good qualities that
make him the friend of man. He is no
longer a faithful domesticated animal,
faithfully attached to his master, and ever
ready to defend him even at the expense

thirsty, his look is savage, and his ap-
pearance revolting ; carrion, filth, any-
thing is good enough for him if he can
but appease his hunger. They seldom
bite one another, but they unite against a
stranger who approaches the Arab tents
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In Nubia is a smaller dog of the same kind, which never burrows. It
lives on small animals and birds, and rarely enters any of the towns. A
similar dog, according to Colonel Hamilton Smith, inhabits the neigh-
bourhood of the Cape, and particularly the Karroo or Wilderness. It is
sinaller than either of the others, and lives among bushes or under pro-
minent rocks. Others, although not identified with the jackal, yet asso-
ciating with him, inhabit the uplands of Gambia and Senegal.

On the Gold Coast, the dog is used and prized as an article of food.
He is fattened and driven to market as the European drives his sheep and
hogs. The dog is even more valued than the sheep for human subsist-
ence, and is deemed the greatest luxury that can be placed even on the
royal table.

In Loango, or Lower Guinea, is a town from which the African wild
dogs derive their name—the dingo. They hunt in large packs. They
foarlessly attack even the elephant, and generally destroy him. In the
neighbourhood of the Cape, the country is nearly cleared of wild beasts ;
but in Cape Town there are a great number of lean and miserable dogs,
vho howl about the streets at night, quitting their dens and lurking-
places, in quest of offal. No great while ago, the wolves and hyanas
used to descend and dispute the spoil with the dogs, while the town re-
. sounded with their hideous howlings all the night long.

This will be a proper place to refer to the numerous accounts that are
given both in ancient and modern times of the immolation of dogs, and of
their being used for food. They were sacrificed at certain periods by the
(ireeks and Romans to almost all their deities, and particularly to Mars,
P’luto, and Pan, to Minerva, Proserpine, and Lucina, and also to the moon,
because the dog by his barking disturbed all charms and spells, and
frightened away all spectres and apparitions. The Greeks immolated
many dogs in honour of Hecate, because by their baying the phantoms of
the lower world were disturbed. A great number of dogs were also
destroyed in Samothrace in honour of the same goddess. Dogs were
periodically sacrificed in February, and also in April and in May, also to
the goddess Rubigo, who presided over the corn, and the Bona Dea,
whose mysterious rites were performed on Mount Aventine. The dog
Cerberus was supposed to be watching at the feet of Pluto, and a dog and
& youth were periodically sacrificed to that deity. The night when the
Capitol had nearly been destroyed was annually celebrated by the cruel
scourging of a dog in the principal publie places, even to the death of the
unimal.

Many of the Greek and Roman epicures were strangely fond of the
tlesh of the dog, and those who ought to have known much better encou-
raged the use of this food. Galen speaks of it in the strongest terms of
praise. Hippocrates says that the meat of old dogs is of a warm and dry

1uality, giving strength to the eater.

Ananias the poet speaks of dog’s

and would tear him to pieces if he did
not seek his safety in flight.”—Vol. i. p.
353.

Denon, when in the city of Alexandria,
in Egypt, says, « I have no longer recog-
sised the dog, that friend of man, the
ttached and faithful companion — the

lively and honest courtier. Heis here a
gloomy egotist. and cut off from all human
intercourse without being the less a slave,
He does not know him whose house he
protects, and devours his corpse without
repugnance.”—Travels in Lower Egypt,
p- 32.
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flesh served up with that of the hare and fox. Virgil recommends that
the fatted dog should be served up with whey or butter, and Dioscorides
the physician says that they should be fed on the whey that remains after
the making of cheese.

Before Christianity was established among the Danes, on every ninth
year at the winter solstice, a monstrous sacrifice of 99 dogs was effected.
In Sweden the sacrifice was still worse. On each of 9 successive days,
99 dogs were destroyed. This sacrifice of the dog, however, gave way to
one as numerous and as horrible. On every 9th year, 99 human victims
were immolated, and the sons of the reigning tyrant among the rest, in
order that the life of the monarch might be prolonged.s '

On the other hand, the dog was frequently the executioner ; and, from an
early period, whether in the course of war or the mock administration of
Justice, thousands of poor wretches were torn to pieces by animals trained
to that horrible purpose.

Many of the Indians of North America, and almost of the present day,
are fond of the flesh of the dog.

Captain Carver, in his Travels in North America in 1766, 1767, and
1768, describes the admission of an Indian into one of the horrible socie-
ties of that country. ¢ The dishes being brought near to me,” says he,
‘I perceived that they consisted of dog’s flesh, and I was informed that
at all their grand feasts they never made use of any other food. The
new candidate provides fat dogs for the festival, if they can be procured
at any price. They ate the flesh ; but the head and the tongue were
left sticking on a pole with the front towards the east. When any
noxious disease appeared among them, a dog was killed, the intestines
were wound between two poles, and every man was compelled to pass
between them.”

The Nandowepia Indians also eat dog’s flesh as an article of luxury,
and not from any want or scarcity of other animal food ; for they have the
bear, buffalo, elk, deer, beaver, and racoon.

Professor Keating, in his interesting work on the expedition to Peter’s
River, states that he and a party of American officers were regaled in a
large pavilion on buffalo meat, and ¢epsia, a vegetable boiled in buffalo
grease, and the flesh of three dogs kept for the occasion, and without any
salt. They partook of the flesh of the dogs with a mixture of curiosity
and reluctance, and found it to be remarkably fat, sweet, and palatable,
divested of any strong taste, and resembling the finest Welsh mutton, but
of a darker colour. So strongly rooted, however, are the prejudices of
education that few of them could be induced to eat much of it.

The feast being over, great care was taken to replace the bones in their
proper places in the dish, after which they were carefully washed and
buried, as a token of respect to the animals generally, and because there
was the belief among them that at some future time they would return
again tolife. Well-fattened puppies are frequently sold ; and an invitation
to a feast of dog’s meat is the greatest distinction that can be offered to a
stranger by any of the Indian nations east of the Rocky Mountains.

As a counterpart to much of this, the ancient Hyrcanians may be men-
tioned, who lived near the Caspian Sea, and who deemed it one of the

= Histoire du Chien, p. 200. The Voyage of Dumont d’Urville, vol. ii. p. 474,
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strongest expressions of respect to leave the corpse of their deceased friends
to ‘be torn and devoured by dogs. Every man was provided with a cer-
tain number of these animals, as a living tomb for himself at some future
period, and these dogs were remarkable for their fierceness.

DOMESTICATED DOGS OF THE FIRST DIVISION.

g I////// o \;}e\\ \:.;\“
THE HARE INDIAN DOG.

Some of the readers of this work may possibly recollect three beautiful
dogs of this species in the gardens of the Zoological Society of London,
which afforded a perfect illustration of the elongated head of the dogs be-
longing to Cuvier’s first section. Mr. Bennett, the Secretary of the
Society, gave an interesting account of them in 1835, derived from the
observation of Sir John Franklin and Dr. Richardson.

The elongation and sharpness of the muzzle, and the small capacity of
the skull, first attract attention. The dog was doubtless fitted for its
situation, where its duty is to hunt by sight after the moose or rein-deer,
but would have been comparatively worthless if he was to be guided by
the scent. Itserect ears, widened at the base and pointed at the top, gave
it an appearance of vivacity and spirit. Its depth of chest, and tucked-up
flank, and muscular quarters, marked it as a dog of speed, while its light
frame, and the length of the toes, and wideness of web between them,
seem to depict the kind of surface over which it was to bound. Tt is
not designed to seize and to hold any animal of considerable bulk; it
bounds over the snow without sinking, if the slightest crust is formed upon
it. and eagerly overtakes and keeps at bay the moose or the rein-deer
until the hunters arrive. This animal furnishes a beautiful illustration of
adaptation for a particular purpose.

The hair of these dogs is white, with patches of grayish-black and
brown. They are known only in the neighbourhood of the Mackenzie
River and of the Great Bear Lake in North America. They appear to
be good-tempered and easily manageable, and soon become familiar even
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with strangers. Theyare most valuable to the Indians, who live almost
entirely on the produce of the chace. In their native country they
never bark, but utter a whine and howl resembling that of the Esquimaux
dog; yet one of the three, who was born a few days after its parents
arrived at the gardens, while it whined and howled occasionally with its
parents, at other times uttered the perfect bark of its companions of vari-
ous breeds around it.

THE ALBANIAN DOG

can be traced to a very remote period of history. Some of the old authors
speak of it as the dog which in the times of ancient mythology Diana pre-
sented to Procris. Pliny describes in enthusiastic terms the combat of
one of them with a lion, and afterwards with an elephant. A dog very
much resembling the ancient stories is yet found in Albania, and most of
the districts of Greece. He is almost as large as a mastiff, with long and
silky hair, the legs being shorter and stronger than those of the grey-
hound. He is gentle and tractable with those whom he knows, and when
there is no point of duty at stake ; but no bribe can seduce him from his
post when any trustis committed to him.

THE GREAT DANISH DOG, CALLED ALSO THE DALMATIAN OR
SPOTTED DOG.

The difference between these two breeds consists principally in the size,
the Dalmatian being much smaller than the Danish, The body is gene-
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rally white, marked with numerous small round black or reddish-brown
spots. The Dalmatian is said to be used in his native country for the
chace, to be easily broken, and stanch to his work. He has never been
thus employed in England, but is chiefly distinguished by his fondness for
horses, and as being the frequent attendant on the carriages of the
wealthy. To that its office seems to be confined ; for it rarely develops
sufficient sense or sagacity to be useful in any of the ordinary offices of
te dog.

THE FRENCH MATIN

(Canis laniarius). There is considerable difficulty in describing this
variety. The French consider it as the progenitor of all the breeds of
cogs that resemble and yet cannot be perfectly classed with the greyhound.
1t should rather be considered as a species in which are included a variety
of dogs,—the Albanian, the Danish, the Irish greyhound, and almost the
pure British greyhound. The head is elongated and the forehead flat,
the ears pendulous towards the tips, and the colour of a yellowish fawn,
"This is the usual sheep-dog in France, in which country he is also em-
ployed as a house-dog. He discharges his duty most faithfully ; and, not-
withstanding his flat forehead, shows himself to possess a very high degree
of intelligence.

THE GREYHOUND.

We find no mention of this dog in the early Grecian records. The
pugnaces and the sagaces are mentioned; but the celeres—the swift-
footed—are not spoken of as a peculiar breed. The Celtic nations, the
inhabitants of the northern continent of Europe and the Western Islands,
were then scarcely known, and the swift-footed dogs were peculiar to
those tribes. They were not, however, introduced into the more southern
parts of Europe until after the dissolution of the Roman commonwealth.

The dog is, however, mentioned by Ovid ; and his description of coursing
the hare is so accurate that we cannot refrain from inserting it. We se-
lect a translation of it from Golding.

“1 gat me to the knap
Of this same hil], and there behelde of this strange course the hap,

° In which the beaste seemes one while¢ caught, and ere a man would thinke
Doth quickly give the grewnd® the slip, and from his biting shrinke ;
And, like a wilie fox, he runs not forth directly out,

Nor makes a winlas over all the champion fields about,

But, doubling and indenting, still avoydes his enemie’s lips,
An turning short, as swift about as spinning wheele he wips,
To disappoint the snatch. The grewnd, pursuing at an inch,
Doth cote® him, never loosing. Continually he snatches

In vaine, but nothing in his mouth, save only hair, he catches.”

There is another sketch by the same poet :

¢ As when th’ impatient greyhound, slipped from far,
Bounds o’er the glade to course the fearful hare,
She in her speed does all her safety lay,
And he with double speed pursues the prey;
O’erruns her at the sitting turn, but licks
His chaps in vain, yet blows upon the flix ;
She seeks the shelter, which the neighbouring covert gives,
And, gaining it, she doubts if yet she lives.”®

* Greyhound. b Overcast, or overrun. ¢ Ovid, Metamorph., lib. i. v. 353.
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THE GREYHOUND.

The English, Scotch, and Irish greyhounds were all of Celtic deriva-
tion, and their cultivation and character corresponded with the civilization
of the different Celtic tribes. The dogs that were exported from Britain
to Rome were probably of this kind.  Mr. Blaine gives an account of
the progress of these dogs, which seems to be evidently founded on truth.
‘“Scotland, a northern locality, has long been celebrated for its grey-
hounds, which are known to be large and wiry-coated. They are probably
types of the early Celtic greyhounds, which, yielding to the influences of
a colder climate than that they came from, became coated with a thick
and wiry hair. In Ireland, as being milder in its climate, the frame
expanded in bulk, and the coat, although not altogether, was yet less
crisped and wiry. In both localities, there being at that time boars,
wolves, and even bears, powerful dogs were required. In England these
wild beasts were more early exterminated, and consequently the same
kind of dog was not retained, but, on the contrary, was by culture made
finer in coat, and of greater beauty in form.”

Mr. Richardson, in his History of the Greyhound, gives a different de-
rivation of the name of this dog. He says that the greyhound was
of Grecian origin—canis Grecus,—that Grecus was not unfrequently
written Greius, and thence was derived the term greyhound. 'This de-
rivation, however, is somewhat too far-fetched.

Mention occurs of the greyhound in a very early period of the Dritish
history. He was an inmate of the Anglo-Saxon kennels in the time of
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Elfric King of Mercia. There are paintings of him that can be satisfac-
torily traced to the ninth century. In the time of Canute he was
reckoned first in degree of rank among the canine species, and no one
under the degree of a gentleman, liberalis, or more properly perhaps a
Jfreeholder, was allowed by the forest laws to keep them. Even he could
not keep them within two miles of a royal forest, unless two of the toes
were cut off, and for every mile that an uncut dog was found within this
distance a fine of a shilling was levied on the owner. The nobleman was
rarely seen abroad without his hawk upon his fist, and his greyhound at
his side.

Henry II. was passionately fond of them. John spared no expense to
procure good horses and swift hounds, and appears frequently to have
received greyhounds in lieu of money on the issue or removal of grants.
For the renewal of a grant in the year 1203 he received five hundred
marks, ten horses, and ten leashes of greyhounds, and for another, in 1210,
one swift running horse and six greyhounds. 3

The Isle of Dogs now devoted to purposes of commerce, derived its
name from its having been, at this period, the receptacle of the grey-
hounds and spaniels of this monarch. It was selected on account of its
contiguity to Waltham and the other royal forests where coursing was a
fiequent amusement. For the same purpose he often took up his abode

. Greenwich.*

Blount’s Ancient Tenures abound with instances of the high repute in
which this dog has ever been held in Great Britain. The holders of land
in the manor of Setene in Xent were compelled, as the condition of their
tenure to Edward I. and IIL., to lend their greyhounds, when this king
went into Gascony, “so long as a pair of shoes of 4d. price would last.”
Fdward III1. was partial to greyhounds; for when he was engaged in war
with France he took with him sixty couples of them, besides other large
hunting dogs.

Charles I. was as fond of the greyhound as his son Charles IL. was of
the spaniel. -Sir Philip Warwick thus writes of that unfortunate monarch :
¢ Methinks, because it shows his dislike of a common court vice, it is not
unworthy the relating of him, that one evening, his dog scratching at his
door, he commanded me to let in Gipsy ; whereupon I took the boldness
to say, Sir, I perceive you love a greyhound better than you do a spaniel.
Yes, says he, for they equally love their masters, and yet do not flatter
them so much.”

& A singular story is told of Richard II.,
and one of these dogs. It is given in the
language of Froissart. “A grayhounde
culled Mithe, who always wayted upon
the kynge, and woulde knowe no man
els, For when so ever the kynge did
ryde, he that kept the grayhounde dyd
lete him lose, and he wolde streyght
runne to the kynge and faune uppon hym,
ard leape with his fore fete uppon the
kynge’s shoulders. And, as the kynge
ard the Erle of Derby talked togyder in
the courte, the grayhounde, who was
wonte to leape uppon the kynge, left the
kynge and came to the Erle of Derby,
D ke of Lancastre ; and made to him the
same friendly continuance and chere as
he was wonte to do to the kynge. The

duke, who knewe not the grayhounde,
demanded of the kynge what the gray-
hounde wolde do? ¢Cousin,” quod the
kynge, ¢itis a greate goode token to you,
and an evyl signe to me.” ‘How knowe
you that?’ quod the duke. ‘I knowe it
well,” quod the kynge. ¢The grashounde
acknowledgeth you here this daye as
Kynge of England, asye shal be, and I
shal be deposed; the grayhounde hath
this knowledge naturally: therefore take
hym to you, he wyll followe you and
forsake me.” The duke understood well
those words, and cheryshed the gray-
hounde, who wolde never after followe
kynge Richarde, but followed the Duke of
Lancastre.”
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On most of the old tombs in the sculpture of which the dog is in-
troduced, the greyhound is represented lying at the feet of his master ;
and an old Welsh proverb says that a gentleman may be known by his
hawk, his horse, and his greyhound.

The following poetical record of the fidelity, prowess, and ill-fate of
Gélert, the favourite greyhound of Llewellyn Prince of Wales, and son-
in-law to King John, will be read with interest :—

The spearman heard the bugle sound
And cheerly smiled the morn,

And many a brach and many a hound
Obeyed Llewellyn’s horn.

And still he blew a louder blast,
And gave a louder cheer,

% Come, Gélert! why art thou the last
Llewellyn’s horn to hear ?”

¢ Oh, where does faithful Gélert roam ?
The flower of all his race !

So true, so brave; a lamb at home,
A lion in the chace ?”

*T was only at Llewellyn’s board
The faithful Gélert fed,
He watched, he served, he cheered his

lord,
And sentinel’d his bed.
In sooth he was a peerless hound,
The gift of royal John ;

But now no Gélert could be found,
And all the chace rode on.

And now as over rocks and dells
The gallant chidings rise,

All Snowdon’s craggy chaos yells
With many mingled cries.

That day Llewellyn little loved
The chace of hart or hare;

And scant and small the booty proved,
For Gélert was not there,

Unpleased Llewellyn homeward hied.
‘When near the portal seat

His truant Gélert he espied,
Bounding his lord to greet.

But when he gained the castle-door
Aghast the chieftain stood ;
The hound was smeared with gouts of
gore—
His lips and fangs ran blood.

Llewellyn gazed with wild surprise:
Unused such looks to meet,

Ilis favourite check’d his joyful guise
And crouched and licked his feet.

Onward in haste Llewellyn pass’d,
And on went Gélert too;

And still wheré’er his eyes he cast,
Fresh blood-gouts shocked his view-

O’erturned his infant’s bed he found,
The blood-stained covert rent ;

And all around the walls and ground,
‘With recent blood besprent.

He called his child—no voice replied—
He searched with terror wild :

Blood! blood! he found on every side,
But nowhere found the ckild.

¢ Hellhound ! by thee my child’s de-
voured I’
The frantic father cried;
And to the hilt his vengeful sword
He plunged in Gélert’s side.

His suppliant, as to earth he fell,
No pity could impart;

But still his Gélert’s dying yell
Passed heavy o’er his heart.

Aroused by Gélert’s dying yell,
Some slumberer wakened nigh :—

‘What words the parent’s joy can tell
To hear his infant cry!

Concealed beneath a mangled heap
His hurried search had missed,

All glowing from his rosy sleep,
His cherub boy he kissed.

Nor scratch had he, nor harm, nor dread,
But the same couch beneath

Lay a great wolf, all torn and dead,
Tremendous still in death.

Ah, what was then Llewellyn’s pain!
For now the truth was clear:

The gallant hound the wolf had slain,
To save Llewellyn’s heir.

Vain, vain was all Llewellyn’s wo:
¢ Best of thy kind, adieu !

The frantic deed which laid thee low,
This heart shall ever rue.”

And now a gallant tomb they raise,
With costly sculpture decked ;

And marbles, storied with his praise,
Poor Gélert’s bones protect.

Here never could the spearman pass,
Or forester, unmoved ;

Here oft the tear-besprinkled grass
Llewllyn’s sorrow proved.

And here he hung his horn and spear ;
And oft, as evening fell,

In faney’s piercing sounds would hear
Poor Gélert’s dying yell !
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It will be evident, however, from the story of the noble hound whose
history is just related, that the greyhounds of the time were very different
from those which are used at the presentday. There are no Gélerts now
tc combat successfully with the wolf, if these ferocious animals were yet
tc be met with in our forests. The greyhound of this early period must
hiwve resembled the Irish wolf-dog of the present day, a larger, stronger,
ficrcer dog than we are accustomed to see. ‘

The owner of Gélert lived in the time of John, in the early part of the
thirteenth century ; but, at the latter part of the fifteenth century, the
fcllowing singular description is given of the greyhound of that period.
I is extracted from a very curious work entitled  The Treatise per-
teynynge to Hawkynge, Huntynge, &c., emprynted at Westmestre, by
V/ynkyn de Worde, 1496.”

A greyhounde should be headed lyke a snake,
And neckyd lyke a drake,

Fotyd lyke a cat,

Tayled lyke a ratte,

Syded like a teme

And chyned like a bream.

The fyrste yere he must lerne to fede,
The seconde yere to feld him lede.

The thyrde yere he is felow Iyke.

The fourth yere there is none syke.

The fifth yere he is good ynough.

The syxth yere he shall hold the plough,
The seventh yere he will avaylle

Grete bytches for assayle.

But when he is come to the ninth yere
Have him then to the tannere;

For the best hounde that ever bytch had
At the ninth yere is full bad.

As to the destiny of the poor animal in his ninth year, we differ from
the author ; but it cannot be denied that few dogs retain their speed be-
yond the eighth or ninth year.

There can scarcely be a better description of the greyhound of the
present day ; but it would not do for the antagonist of the wolf. The
breed bad probably begun to degenerate, and that process would seem to
Lave slowly progressed. Towards the close of the last century Lord
Orford, a nobleman enthusiastically devoted to coursing, imagined, and
rightly, that the greyhound of his day was deficient in courage and per-
severance. He bethought himself how this could best be rectified, and he
adopted a plan which brought upon him much ridicule at the time, but
ultimately redounded to his credit. He selected a bull-dog, one of the
smooth rat-tailed species, and he crossed one of his greyhound bitches
with him. He kept the female whelps and crossed them with some of
Lis fleetest dogs, and the consequence was, that, after the sixth or seventh
generation, there was not a vestige left of the form of the bull-dog ; but
lis courage and his indomitable perseverance remained, and, having once
started after his game, he did not relinquish chace until he fell exhausted
or perhaps died. This cross is now almost universally adopted. It is
cne of the secrets in the breeding of the greyhound.

Of the stanchness of the well-bred greyhound, the following is a satis-
factory example. A hare was started before a brace of greyhounds, and
1an by them for several miles. When they were found, both the dogs
und the hare lay dead within a few yards of the each other. A labouring
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man had seen them turn her several times; but it did not appear that
either of them had caught her, for there was no wound upon her.

2"A favourite bitch of this breed was Czarina, bred by Lord Orford, and
purchased at his decease by Colonel Thornton : she won every match for
which she started, and they were no fewer than forty-seven. Lord Orford
had matched her for a stake of considerable magnitude ; but, before the
appointed day arrived, he became seriously ill and was confined to his
chamber. On the morning of the course he eluded the watchfulness of
his attendant, saddled his favourite piebald pony, and, at the moment
of starting, appeared on the course. No one had power to restrain him,
and all entreaties were in vain. He peremptorily insisted on the dogs
being started, and he would ride after them. His favourite bitch dis-
played her superiority at every stroke ; she won the stakes: but at the
moment of highest exultation he fell from his pony, and, pitching on his
. head, almost immediately expired. With all his eccentricities, he was a
kind, benevolent, and honourable man.

In the thirteenth year of her age, and in defiance of the strange verses
just now quoted, Czarina began to breed, and two of her progeny, Claret
and young Czarina, challenged the whole kingdom and won their matches.
Major, and Snowball, without a white spot about him, inherited all the
excellence of their dam. The former was rather the fleeter of the two,
but the stanchness of Snowball nothing could exceed. A Scotch grey-
hound, who had beaten every opponentin his own country, wasat this time
brought to England, and challenged every dog in the kingdom. The
challenge was accepted by Snowball, who beat him in a two-mile course.
Snowball won the Malton cup on four successive years, was never beaten,
and some of his blood is now to be traced in almost every good dog in
every part of the kingdom, at least in all those that are accustomed to
hunt in an open country. The last match run by Snowball was against
Mr. Plumber’s celebrated greyhound Speed ; and, so severely contested
was it, that Speed died soon afterwards. A son of the old dog, called
Young Snowball, who almost equalled his father, was sold for one
hundred guineas.

The speed of the greyhound has been said to be equal to that of the .
fleetest horse. A singular circumstance, which occurred at Doncaster,
proved that it was not much inferior. A mare cantering over the Don-
caster course, her competitor having been withdrawn, was joined by a grey-
hound bitch when she had proceeded abouta mile. She seemed determined
to race with the mare, which the jockey humoured, and gradually increased
his pace, until at the distance they put themselves at their full speed. The
mare beat her antagonist only by a head. The race-horse is, perhaps,
generally superior to the greyhound on level ground, but the greyhound
would have the advantage in a hilly country.

Lord Rivers succeeded to Major Topham and Colonel Thornton, the
owners of Major and Snowball, as the leading man on the course. His
kennels at Strathfieldsaye were the pride of the neighbouring country. At
first he bore away almost every prize, but breeding too much in and in,
and for speed more than for stoutness, the reputation of his kennel consi-
derably declined before his death. .

In 1797 a brace of greyhounds coursed a hare over the edge of a chalk-
pit at Offham, in Sussex. The hare and both the dogs were found dead
at the bottom of the pit.
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On another occasion a hare was chased by a brace of greyhounds : she
was killed at the distance of seven miles from the place at which thew
srarted. Both of the dogs were so exhausted, that, every possible assistance
being given, they were with difficulty recovered.

The English greyhound hunts by sight alone; not because he is alto-
gether devoid of scent, but because he has been taught to depend upon
his speed, and that degree of speed which is utterly incompatible with the
scarching out of the scent. It is like a pack of hounds, running breast
high, with the game in view. They are then running by sight, and not by
scent, almost doubling their usual pace, and sometimes, from an unex-
pected turning of the fox or hare, thrown out fora little while. The hound
soon recovers the track by his exquisite sense of smell. The English
greyhound is never taught to scent his game, but, on the contrary, is called
off the moment he has lost sight of the hare, the re-starting of which is left
to the spaniel.

The English greyhound is distinguished by its peculiarly long and
attenuated head and face, terminating in a singular sharpness of the nose,
and length of the muzzle or mouth. There are two results from this:
the length of the mouth gives a longer grasp and secures the prey, but,
as the nasal cavities and the cavity of the skull are proportionately
diminished, there is not so much room for the expansion of the membrane
of the nose, there is less power of scent, and less space for the develop-
nient of the brain.

There is little want of extraordinary acute hearing, and the ears of the
greyhound are small compared with his bulk. Markham recommends the
ears to be close, sharp, and drooping, neither protruding by their bulk,
vor tiring by their weight.

The power of the eye is but of little consequence, for the game is rarely
cdistant from the dog, and, therefore, easily scen.

The neck is an important portion of the frame. It should be long, in
crder to correspond with the length of the legs, and thus enable the dog
to seize and lift the game, as he rapidly pursues his course, without
throwing any undue or dangerous weight on the fore extremities. In the
act of seizing the hare the short-necked dog may lose the centre of gravity
and fall.

The chest is a very important part of the greyhound, as well as of every
other animal of speed. It must be capacious: this capacity must be ob-
tiined by depth rather than by width, in order that the shoulders may not
be thrown so far apart as to impede progression.

The form and situation of the shoulders are of material consequence ;
for on them depends the extent of the action which the animal is capable
of exerting. The shoulders should be broad and deep, and obliquely placed.
They are so in the horse, and the action of the dog depends entirely on
this conformation.

The fore legs should be set on square at the shoulder: bulging out at
the elbow not only gives a clumsy appearance, but makes the dog slow.
The legs should have plenty of bone, and be straight, and well set on the
foet, and the toes neither turned out nor in. ‘The fore arm, or that por-
tion of the leg which is between the elbow and the knee, should be long,
straight, and muscular. These are circumstances that cannot be dispensed
with. The length of the fore arm, and the low placing of the pastern, are
of essential importance.

D
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With regard to the form of the back and sides of the greyhound, Mr.
Thacker says, with much truth, that It is the strength of the back which
is brought into requisition, in particular, in running over hilly ground.
Here may be said to rest the distinction between long and short backs,
supposing both to be good and strong. The more lengthy the back, and
proportionately strong, the more the greyhound is calculated to beat the
shorter-backed dog on the flat; but on hilly ground one with a shorter
back will have the advantage.”®

The ribs should also be well arched. We would perhapsavoid him with
sides too decidedly outswelling, but still more would we avoid the direct flat-
sided dog. '

Without really good haunches and muscular thighs, it has been well
remarked that the odds are against any dog, be his other points whatever
they may. It is by the propulsatory efforts of the muscles of the loins
and thighs that the race is won. The thighs should be large, and muscu-
larly indented ; the hocks broad, and, like the knee, low placed. These
are very important points ; for, as Mr. Blaine has properly remarked, ¢ on
the extent of the angles formed between these several portions of the hinder
limbs, depends the extent of the space passed over at each bound.”

The colour of the greyhound varies exceedingly. Some are perfectly
black and glossy. In strength and endurance, the brindled dog, or the
brown or fawn-coloured one, is the best. The white greyhound, although a
beautiful animal and swift, is not, perhaps, quite so much to be depended on.

The greyhound is said to be deficient in attachment to his master and in
general intelligence. There is some truth in the imputation ; but, in fact,
the greyhound has, far less than even the hound, the opportunity of form-
ing individual attachments, and no other exercise of the mind is required
of him than to follow the game which starts up before him, and to catch
If, however, he is closely watched he will be found to have
all the intellect that his situation requires.”

As to the individual attachment which the greyhound may form, he has
not always or often the opportunity to acquire or to exhibit it. The
keeper exercises over him a tyrannical power, and the owner seldom no-
tices him in the manner which excites affection, or scarcely recognition ;
but, as a plea for the seeming want of fondness, which, compared with
other breeds, he exhibits, it will be sufficient to quote the testimony of the
younger Xenophon, who had made the greyhound his companion and his
friend.

» Thacker on Sporting.

b The writer of this work had a brace
of greyhounds as arrant thieves as ever
lived. They would now and then steal
into the cooking-room belonging to the
kennel, lift the 1id from the boiler, and, if
any portion of the joint or piece of meat
projected above the water, suddenly seize
it, and before there was time for them to
feel much of its heat, contrive to whirl
it on the floor, and eat it at their leisure
as it got cold. In order to prevent this,
the top of the boiler was secured by an
iron rod passing under its handle, and
tied to the handle of the boiler on each
side ; but not many days passed ere they

discovered that they could gnaw the cords
asunder, and displace the rod, and fish out
the meat as before. Small chains were
then substituted for the cords, and the
meat was cooked in safety for nearly a
week, when they found that, by rearing
themselves on their hind legs, and apply-
ing their united strength towards the top
of the boiler, they could lift it out of its
bed and roll it along the floor, and so get
at the broth, although the meat was out
of their reach. The man who looked after
them expressed himself heartily glad when
they were gone ; for, he said he was often
afraid to go into the kennel, and was sure
they were devils, and not dogs.
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¢ I have myself bred up,” says he, ¢ a swift, hard-working, courageous,
sound-footed dog. IHe is most gentle and kindly affectioned, and never
before had I any such a dog for myself, or my friend, or my fellow-
sportsman. When he is not actually engaged in coursing he is never
away from me. On his return he runs before me, often looking back to
sec whether I had turned out of the road, and as soon as he again catches
sigtht of me, showing symptoms of joy,and once more trotting away before
me. If a short time only has passed since he has seen me or my friend, he
Jjumps up repeatedly by way of salutation, and barks with joy as a greeting
to us. He has also many different tones of speech, and such as I never
heard from any other dog. Now really I do not think that I ought to be
ashamed to chronicle the name of this dog, or to let posterity know that
Xenophon the Athenian had a greyhound, called Hormé, possessed of the
greatest speed, and intelligence, and fidelity, and excellent in every point.”

The greyhound has within the last fifty years assumed a somewhat dif-
ferent character from that which he once possessed. He is distinguished
by a beautiful symmetry of form, of which he once could not boast, and
he has even superior speed to that which he formerly exhibited. He is no
longer used to struggle with the deer, but he contends with his fellow
over a shorter and speedier course.

The rules for breeding and breaking-in of greyhounds are very simple.
The utmost attention should be paid to the qualities of the parents; for it
is as certain in these dogs as in the horse that all depends upon the breed-
ing. The bitch should be healthy and of good size; the dog muscular,
stunch, and speedy, and somewhat larger than the bitch. Both should
have arrived at their full vigour, and with none of their powers beginning
to fail. Those as much as possible should be selected whose peculiar
appearance bids fair to increase the good qualities and diminish the bad
ones on either side. The best blood and the best form should be diligently
sought. Breeding from young dogs on either side should, generally
speaking, be avoided. With regard to older dogs, whether male or
female, there may be less care. DMany greyhounds, both male and female,
eight, nine, and ten years of age, have been the progenitors of dogs pos-
sessing every stanch and good quality.

On no consideration, however, should the biteh be put to the dog before
she is two years old. Little can be done to regulate the period of cestrum ;
but the most valuable breed will be almost invariably that which is pro-
duced during the spring, because at that time there will often be oppor-
tunity for that systematic exercise on which the growth and powers of the
dog so materially depend. A litter of puppies in the beginning or even
the middle of winter will often be scarcely worth the trouble or expense of
reiring.

The age of the greyhound is now taken from the first day in the year;
but the conditions of entry are fixed at different periods. It seems, how-
ever, to be agreed that no dog or bitch can qualify for a puppy cup after
two years of age.

One principle to be ever kept in mind is a warm and comfortable
situation, and a plentiful supply of nourishment for the mother and for the
puppies from the moment of their birth. The dog that is stinted in his
early growth will never do its owner credit. The bitch should be abun-
dantly supplied with milk, and the young ones with milk and bread, and
oatmeal, and small portions of flesh as soon as they are disposed to eat it ;
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great care, however, being taken that they are not over-gorged. Regular
and proper feeding, with occasional exercise, will constitute the best pre-
paration for the actual training. If a foster-mother be required for the
puppies, it should, if possible, be a greyhound ; for it is not at all impos-
sible that the bad qualities of the nurse may to a greater or less degree be
communicated to the whelps, Bringing up by hand is far preferable to
the introduction of any foster-mother. A glass or Indian-rubber bottle
may be used for a little while, if not until the weaning. Milk at first, and
afterwards milk and sop alternately, may be used.

There is a difference of opinion whether the whelp should be kept in the
kennel and subjected to its regular discipline, or placed at walk in some
farm-house. In consequence of the liberty he will enjoy at the latter, his
growth will probably be more rapid ; but, running with the farmers’ dogs,
and probably coursing many hares, he will acquire, to a certain degree, a
habit of wildness. It isuselesstodeny this; but, on the other hand, nothing
will contribute so much to the development of every power as a state of
almost unlimited freedom when the dogs are young. 'The wildness that
will be exhibited can soon be afterwards restrained so far as is necessary,
and che dog who has been permitted to exert his powers when young will
manifest his superiority in more advanced age, and in nothing more than
his dexterity at the turn.

‘When the training actually commences, it should be preceded by a
couple of doses of physic, with an interval of five or six days, and, pro-
bably, a moderate bleeding between them ; for, if the dog begins to work
overloaded with flesh and fat, he will suffer so severely from it that pos-
sibly he will never afterwards prove a game dog. In the course of his
training he should be allowed every advantage and experience every en-
couragement. His courses should be twice o1 thrice a-week, according to
their severity, and as often as it can be effected he should be rewarded with
some mark of kindness.

In the ¢ Sportsman’ for April, 1840, is an interesting account of the
chace of the hare. It is said that, in general, a good greyhound will reach
a hare if she runs straight. He pursues her eagerly, and the moment he
is about to strike at her she turns short, and the dog, unable to stop him-
self, is thrown from ten to twenty yards from her. These jerking turns
soon begin to tell upon a dog, and an old well-practised hare will seldom
fail to make her escape. 'When, however, pursued by a couple of dogs,
the hare has a more difficult game to play, as it frequently happens that
when she is turned by the leading dog she has great difficulty in avoiding
the stroke of the second.

It is highly interesting to witness the game of an old hare. She has
generally some brake or thicket in view, under the cover of which she
means to escape from her pursuers. On moving from her seat she makes
directly for the hiding-place, but, unable to reach it, has recourse to turn-
ing, and, wrenched by one or the other of her pursuers, she seems every
moment almost in the jaws of one of them, and yet in a most dexterous
manuer she accomplishes her object. A greyhound, when he perceives a
hare about to enter a thicket, is sure to strike at her if within any reason-
able distance. The hare shortens her stride as she approaches the thicket,
and at the critical moment she makes so sudden, dexterous, and effectual
a spring, that the dogs are flung to a considerable distance, and she has
reached the cover and escaped.
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The isle of Cyprus has for many years been celebrated for its breed of
the greyhound. On grand days, or when the governor is present, the
sport is conducted in a curious manner. When the hare is ready to be-
come the prey of its enemies, the governor rushes forwards, and, throwing
before the greyhounds a stick which he carries, they all instantaneously
stop. 'The hare now runs a little distance; but one of the swiftest grey-
hounds is then let loose. He pursues the hare, and, having come up with
it, carries it back, and, springing on the neck of the governor’s horse,
places it before him. The governor delivers it to one of his officers, who
sends it to the park, where he maintains many prisoners of the same kind ;
for he will not destroy the animal that has contributed to his amusement.®

The following, according to Mr. Blaine, an ardent courser in his youth,
is the best mode of feeding greyhounds at regular work :—¢ The dogs had
a full flesh meal every afternoon or evening, as more nutriment is derived
from night-feeding than by day, and when sleeping than when waking. In
the morning they were let out, and either followed the keeper about the
paddock, or the groom in his horse exercise, and then had a trifling meal
of mixed food, as a quieting portion, until the evening full meal. Such
was our practice on the days when no coursing was contemplated, and,
with the exception of lowering the quantity and quality of the evening
meal, the same plan was pursued throughout the year. On the day pre-
vious to coursing, if we intended anything like an exhibition of our dogs
before company engaged to meet us on the marshes, we gave a plentiful
nieal early the previous day, some exercise also in the afternoon, and a
light supper at night, of meal with either broth or milk, with a man on
horseback going a gentle trot of six or seven miles an hour.”®

Mr. Thacker orders the greyhounds out on the fore part of every day;
but, instead of being loose and at liberty, they would be much better
two and two ; then, when he meets with a proper field to loose them in,
to give them a good gallop. This will be a greater novelty than if they
had been loose on the road, and they will gallop with more eagerness.
Four days in a week will be enough for this exercise. On one day there
should be a gallop of one or two miles, or even a course for each brace of
dogs.

The young dog has usually an older and more experienced one to start
with him. That which is of most importance is, that his leader should be
a thoroughly stout and high-mettled dog. If he shrinks or shies at any
impediment, however formidable, the young one will be sure to imitate
Lim, and to become an uncertain dog, if not a rank coward. Earlyin
November is the time when these initiatory trials are to be made. It is of
consequence that the young one should witness a death as soon as possible.
Some imagine that two old dogs should accompany the young one at its
first commencement. After the death of the leveret, the young dog must
be coaxed and fondled, but never suffered to taste the blood.

In kennels in which the training is regularly conducted, the dog should
be brushed all over twice every day. Few things contribute so much to
liealth as general cleanliness, and friction applied to the skin. Warmth is
8 necessary for greyhounds as for horses, and should not be forgotten in
cold weather. Body-clothing is a custom of considerable antiquity, and
thould not be abandoned. The breeder of greyhounds for the purpose of

& Scott’s Sportsman’s Repository, p. 97. ® Blaine’s Encyclopedia of Sporting.
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coursing must reckon upon incurring considerable expense; but, if he
loves the sport, he will be amply remunerated by the speed and stoutness’
of his dogs.

A question has arisen whether, on the morning of the coursing, any
stimulant should be given to the dog. The author of this work would
unhesitatingly approve of this practice. He has had abundant experience
of the good effect of it ; but the stimulus must be that which, while it pro-
duces the desired effect, leaves no exhaustion behind. *

THE SCOTCH GREYHOUND

has the same sharpness of muzzle, length of head, lightness of ear, and
depth of chest, as the English dog; but the general frame is stronger and
more muscular, the hind quarters more prominent, there is evident increase
of size and roughness of coat, and there is also some diminution of speed.
If it were not for these points, these dogs might occasionally be taken for
each other. In coursing the hare, no north-country dog will stand against
the lighter southern, although the southern would be unequal to the
labour often required from the Highlander.

The Scotch greyhound is said-—perhaps wrongly—to be oftenest used
by those who look more to the quantity of game than to the fairness and
openness of the sport, and in some parts of the country this dog is not per-
mitted to be entered for a sweepstakes, because, instead of depending on
his speed alone, as does the English greyhound, he has recourse to occa-
sional artifices in order to intercept the hare. In sporting language he
runs sly, and, therefore, is sometimes excluded.

THE HIGHLAND GREYHOUND, OR DEER-HOUND,

is a larger, stronger, and fiercer dog, and may be readily distinguished from
the Lowland Scotch greyhound by its pendulous, and, generally, darker
ears, and by the length of hair which almost covers his face. Many
accounts have been given of the perfection of its scent, and it is said to
have followed a wounded deer during two successive days. He is usually
two inches taller than the Scotch greyhound. The head is carried par-
ticularly high, and gives to the animal a noble appearance. His limbs are
exceedingly muscular, his back beautifully arched. The tail is long and
curved, but assumes the form of an almost straight line when he is much
excited. The only fault which these dogs have is their occasional ill-
temper, or even ferocity ; but this does not extend to the owner and his
family.

It prears singular that the English greyhound exhibits so little power
of scent ; but this is simply because he has never been taught to use it, or
has been cruelly corrected when he has attempted to exercise it.

Holinshed relates the mischief that followed the stealing of one of these
dogs :—¢ Divers of the young Pictesh nobilitye repaired unto Craithlint,
King of the Scots, for to hunt and make merie with him ; but, when they
should depart homewards, perceiving that the Scotish dogs did far excel
theirs, both in fairnesse, swiftnesse, and hardinesse, and also in long stand-
ing up and holding out, they got diverse both dogs and bitches of the best

& For a set of laws for Coursing Matches, see Appendix.
g PP
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kind for breed, to be given them by the Scotish Lords; and yet not so
contented, they stole one belonging to the King from his keeper, being
more esteemed of him than all the others which he had about him. The
maister of the leash, being informed hereof, pursued after them that had
stolen the dog, thinking, indeed, to have taken him from them; but they
not being to part with him fell at altercation, and at the end chanced to
strike the maister of the leash through with their horse spears, so that he
did die presently. "Whereupon noise and crie being raised in the country
by his servantes, divers of the Scots, as they were going home from hunt-
ing, returned, and falling upon the Picts to revenge the death of their
fellow, there ensued a shrewed bickering betwixt them; so that of the
Scots there died three score gentlemen, besides a great number of the
commons, not one of them understanding what the matter meant. Of the
Picts there were about 100 slaine.”

Mr. H. D. Richardson describes a cross between the greyhound and
British bloodhound :—¢ It is a tall muscular raw-boned dog, the ears far
Iarger, and more pendulous, than those of the greyhound or deer-hound.
The colour is generally black, or black and tan; his muzzle and the tips
of the ears usually dark. He is exceedingly swift and fierce; can pull
down a stag single-handed ; runs chiefly by sight, but will also occasion-
ally take up the scent. In point of scent, however, he is inferior to the
true deer-hound. This dog cannot take a turn readily, but often fails at
the double.”

THE IRISH GREYHOUND.

This dog differs from the Scotch, in having shorter and finer hair, of a
pale fawn colour, and pendent ears. It is, compared with the Scotch dog,
gentle and harmless, perhaps indolent, until roused. It is a larger dog
than the Scottish dog, some of them being full four feet in length, and
proportionately muscular. On this account, and also on account of their
cletermined spirit when roused, they were carefully preserved by some
Irish gentlemen. They were formerly used in hunting the wolf when
that animal infested the forests of Ireland. Mr. Bell says that the last
person who kept the pure breed was Lord Altamont, who in 1780 had
eight of them.”

THE GASEHOUND,

the agaseus of former times, was probably allied to, or connected with,
the Irish greyhound. It hunted entirely by sight, and, if its prey was lost
for a time, it could recover it by a singular distinguishing faculty. Should
the deer rejoin the herd, the dog would unerringly select him again from
all his companions:

“ Seest thou the %::sehound how with glance severe
From the close herd he marks the destined deer?”°

There is no dog possessed of this quality at present known in Europe ;.
but the translator of Arrian thinks that it might be produced between the
Irish greyhound and the bloodhound.

& Sportsman, vol. xi. p. 314. _® Bell’s British Quadrupeds, p. 241.
: ¢ Tickell’s Miscellanies.
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THE IRISH WOLF-DOG.

This animal is nearly extinct, or only to be met with at the mansions of
one or two persons by whom he is kept more for show than use, the wild
animals which he seemed powerful enough to conquer having long dis-
appeared from the kingdom. The beauty of his appearance and the an-
tiquity of his race are his only claims, as he disdains the chace of stag, fox,
or hare, although he is ever ready to protect the person and the property
of his master. His size is various, some having attained the height of
four feet, and Dr. Goldsmith states that he saw one as largeas a yearling
calf. He is shaped like a greyhound, but stouter ; and the only dog which
the writer from whom this account is taken ever saw approaching to his’
graceful figure, combining beauty with strength, is the large Spanish wolf-
dog: concerning which he adds, that, showing one of these Spanish dogs
to some friends, he leaped through a window into a cow-house, where a
valuable calf was lying, and seizing the terrified animal, killed it in an
mstant ; some sheep having in the same way disappeared, he was given
away. The same writer says that his grandfather had an Irish wolf-dog
which saved his mother’s life from a wolf as she was paying a visit at-
tended by this faithful follower. He rushed on his foe just when he was
about to make his spring, and after a fierce struggle laid him dead at his
mistress’s feet. His name was Bran.®

THE RUSSIAN GREYHOUND

1s principally distinguished by its dark-brown or iron-grey colour—its
short semi-erect ears—its thin lanky body—Ilong but muscular legs—soft
thick hair, and the hair of its tail forming a spiral twist, or fan, (thence
called the fan-tailed dog,) and as he runs having a very pleasing appear-
ance. He hunts by scent as well as by sight, and, therefore, small packs
of this kind are sometimes kept, against which the wolf, or even the bear,
would stand little chance. He is principally used for the chace of the deer
or the wolf, but occasionally follows the hare. ~The deer is the principal
object of pursuit, and for this he is far better adapted than to contend with
the ferocious wolf. His principal faults are want of activity and dexterity.
He is met with in most parts of Russia, where his breed is carefully pre-
served by the nobility, with whom coursing is a favourite diversion.
Some dogs of this breed were not long ago introduced into Ireland.

THE GRECIAN GREYHOUND.

The author is glad that he is enabled to present his readers with the
portrait of one now in the menagerie of the Zoological Society of London.
It is the dog whose image is occasionally sculptured on the friezes of some
of the ancient Grecian temples, and was doubtless a faithful portrait of
one of the dogs which Xenophon the Athenian valued, and was the com-
panion of the heroes of Greece in her ancient glory.

s Sporting Mag. 1837, p. 156.
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THE GRECIAN GREYHOUND,

The principal difference between the Grecian and the English greyhound
is, that the former is not so large, the muzzle is not so pointed, and the
limbs are not so finely framed.

THE TURKISH GREYHOUND

is a small-sized hairless dog, or with only a few hairs on his tail. He is
never used in the field, and bred only as a spoiled pet, yet not always
spoiled, for anecdotes are related of his inviolable attachment to his owner.
One of them belonged to a Turkish Pacha who was destroyed by the bow-
string.  He would not forsake the corpse, but laid himself down by the
body of his murdered master, and presently expired.

THE PERSIAN GREYHOUND

is a beautiful animal. Heis more delicately framed than the English
breed ; the ears are also more pendulous, and feathered almost as much
as those of a King Charles’s spaniel. Notwithstanding, however, his
apparent slenderness and delicacy, he yields not in courage, and scarcely
in strength, to the British dog. There are few kennels in which he is
found in which he is not the master..

In his native country, he is not only used for hunting the hare, but the
antelope, the wild ass, and even the boar. The antelope is speedier than
the greyhound: therefore the hawk is given to him as an ally. The
antelope is no sooner started than the hawk is cast off, who, fluttering
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before the head of the deer, and, sometimes darting his talons into his
head, disconcerts him, and enables the greyhound speedily to overtake and
master him. The chace, however, in which the Persians chiefly delight,
and for which these greyhounds are mostly valued, is that of the ghoo-
khan, or wild ass. This animal inhabits the mountainous districts of
Persia. He is swift, ferocious, and of great endurance, which, together
with the nature of the ground, renders this sport exceedingly dangerous.
The hunter scarcely gives the animal a fair chance, for relays of grey-
hounds are placed at various distances in the surrounding country; so
that, when those by which the animal is first started are tired, there
are others to continue the chace. Such, however, is the speed and en-
durance of the ghoo-khan that it is seldom fairly run down by the grey-
hounds, its death being usually achieved by the rifle of some horseman.
The Persians evince great skill and courage in this dangerous sport, gal-
loping at full speed, rifle in hand, up and down the most precipitous hills,
and across ravines and mountain streams, that might well daunt the boldest
rider.*

The Persian greyhound, carried to Hindoostan, is not always to be de-
pended upon, but, it is said, is apt to console itself by hunting its own
master, or any one else, when the game proves too fleet or escapes into the
cover.

THE ITALIAN GREYHOUND

possesses all the symmetry of the English or Persian one, on a small scale.
So far as beauty can recommend it, and, generally speaking, good-nature,
it is deservedly a favourite in the drawing-room ; but, like the large grey-
hound, it is inferior in intelligence. It has no strong individual attach-
ment, but changes it with singular facility. It is not, however, seen to
advantage in its petted and degraded state, but has occasionally proved a
not unsuccessful courser of the rabbit and the hare, and exhibited no small
share of speed and perseverance. In a country, however, the greater part
of which is infested with wolves, it cannot be of much service, but ex-
posed to unnecessary danger. It is bred along the coasts of Italy, prin-
cipally for the purpose of sale to foreigners.

In order to acquire more perfect beauty of form, and more activity also,
the English greyhound has received one cross from the Italian, and with
decided advantage. The speed and the beauty have been evidently in-
creased, and the courage and stoutness have not been diminished.

It has been said that Frederick the Great of Prussia was very fond of
a small Italian greyhound, and used to carry it about with him under his
cloak. During the seven years’ war, he was pursued by a party of Aus-
trian dragoons, and compelled to take shelter, with his favourite, under
the dry arch of a bridge. Had the little animal, that was naturally ill-
tempered and noisy, once barked, the monarch would have been taken
prisoner, and the fate of the campaign and of Prussia decided ; but it lay
perfectly still, and clung close to its master, as if conscious of their mu-
tual danger. When it died, it was buried in the gardens of the palace at
Berlin, and a suitable inscription placed over its grave.

2 New Sports. Mag,. xiii, 124.
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CHAPTER IIIL

THE VARIETIES OF THE DOG.——SECOND DIVISION.

The head moderately elongated, the parietals not approaching from
their insertion, but rather diverging, so as to enlarge the cerebral cavities
and the frontal sinuses ; consequently giving to these dogs greater power of
scent and intelligence. They constitute the most pleasing and valuable
division of the Dog.

BLENHEIMS AND COCKERS.

The Spaniel is evidently the parent of the Newfoundland dog and the
setter ; while the retriever, the poodle, the Bernardine, the Esquimaux,
the Siberian, and the Greenland dogs, the shepherd and drover’s dog, and
every variety distinguished for intelligence and fidelity, have more or less
of his blood in them.

THE SPANIEL

is probably of Spanish origin, and thence his name. The ears are large
and pendent, the tail elevated, the fur of a different length in different
parts of the body, but longest about the ears, under the neck, behind the
thighs and on the tail, varying in colour, but most commonly white with
brown or black patches.

There are many varieties of the spaniel. The smallest of the land
tpaniels is
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THE COCKER.

It is chiefly used in flushing woodcocks and pheasants in thickets and
copses into which the setter, and even the springer, can scarcely enter.
“ But, if the shady woods my cares employ,
In quest of feathered game my spaniels beat,
Puzzling the entangleg copse, and from the brake
Push forth the whirring pheasant.”
The cocker is here very useful, although he is occasionally an exceed-
* ingly impatient animal. He is apt to whimper and babble as soon as he
comes upon the scent of game, and often raises the bird before the sports-
man is within reach: but when he is sufficiently broken in not to give
tongue until the game rises he is exceedingly valuable. There can
scarcely be a prettier object than this little creature, full of activity, and
bustling in every direction, with his tail erect, and, the moment he scents
the bird, expressing his delight by the quivering of every limb, and the low
eager whimpering which the best breaking cannot always subdue. Presently
the bird springs, and then he shrieks out his ecstasy, startling even the sports-
man with his sharp, shrill, and strangely expressive bark.

The most serious objection to the use of the cocker is the difficulty of
teaching him to distinguish his game, and confine himself within bounds ;
for he will too often flush everything that comes within his reach. It is
often the practice to attach bells to his collar, that the sportsman may
know where he is ; but there is an inconvenience connected with this, that
the noise of the bells will often disturb and spring the game before the
dog comes fairly upon it.

Patience and perseverance, with a due mixture of kindness and correc-
tion, will, however, accomplish a great deal in the tuition of the well-bred
spaniel. He may at first hunt about after every bird that presents itself,
or chase the interdicted game ; but, if he is immediately called in and rated,
or perhaps corrected, but not too severely, he will learn his proper lesson,
and will recognise the game, to which alone his attention must be directed.
The grand secret in breaking in these dogs is mildness, mingled with per-
severance, the lessons being enforced, and practically illustrated by the
example of an old and steady dog.

These spaniels will sometimes vie with almost every other species of
dog in intelligence, and will not yield to one of them in fidelity. A
gentleman in Sussex had an old cocker, that was his constant companion,
both in the house and the field. If the morning was rainy the dog was
perfectly quiet ; if it was fine he became restless, and, at the usual time
for his master to go out, he would take him by the flap of his coat, and
gently pull at it. If the door was opened, he ran immediately to the
keeper’s lodge, which was at a. considerable distance from the house. This
was a signal for the other dogs to be brought up, and then he trotted back
to announce their approach.

THE KING CHARLES’S SPANIEL,

so called from the fondness of Charles II. for it—who usually had some
of them following him, wherever he went—belongs likewise to the cockers.
Its form and character are well preserved in one of the paintings of the
unfortunate parent of that monarch and his family. The ears deeply
fringed and sweeping the ground, the rounder form of the forehead, the
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larger and moister eye, the longer and silken coat, and the clearness of
the tan, and white and black colour, sufficiently distinguish this variety.
His beauty and diminutive size have consigned him to the drawing-room
or parlour.

Charles the First had a breed of spaniels, very small, with the hair black
and ((i'urly. The spaniel of the second Charles was of the black and tan
breed.

The King Charles’s breed of the present day is materially altered for
the worse. The muzzle is almost as short, and the forehead as ugly and
prominent, as the veriest bull-dog. The eye is increased to double its
former size, and has an expression of stupidity with which the character
»f the dog too accurately corresponds. Still there is the long ear, and the
silky coat, and the beautiful colour of the hair, and for these the dealers
1o not scruple to ask twenty, thirty, and even fifty guineas.

THE SPRINGER.

This dog is slower and steadier in its range than the cocker ; but it is a
much safer dog for the shooter, and can better stand a hard day’s work.
The largest and best breed of springers is said to be in Sussex, and is
much esteemed in the Wealds of that county.

From a cross with the terrier a black and tan variety was procured,
which was cultivated by the late Duke of Norfolk, and thence called the
Norfolk Spaniel. It is larger than the common springer, and stancher,
and stouter. It often forms a strong individual attachment, and is un-
happy and pines away when separated from its master. It is more ill-
tempered than the common springer, and, if not well broken in, is often
exceedingly obstinate.

THE BLACK AND TAN SPANIEL,

the cross of the terrier being nearly or quite got rid of, is often a beau-
tiful animal, and is much valued, although it is frequently considered a
somewhat stupid animal. The cocker and the springer are somctimes
used as finders in coursing.

THE BLENHEIM SPANIEL,

a breed cultivated by one of the Dukes of Marlborough, belongs to this
division. From its beauty, and occasional gaiety, it is oftener an inha-
bitant of the drawing-room than the field ; but it occasionally breaks out,
and shows what nature designed it for. Some of these carpeted pets ac-
quit themselves nobly in the covert. There they ought oftener to be ; for
they have not much individuality of attachment to recommend them, and,
like other spoiled animals, both quadruped and biped, misbehave. The
breed has degenerated of late, and is not always to be had pure, even in
the neighbourhood of Blenheim. This spaniel may be distinguished by
the length and silkiness of the coat, the deep fringe about the ear, the arch
and deep-feathering of the tail, the full and moist eye, and the blackness
of the palate.

THE WATER-SPANIEL.

Of this breed there are two varieties, a larger and smaller, both useful
aecording to the degree of range or the work required ; the smaller, how-
ever, being ordinarily preferable. Whatever be his general size, strength
and compactness of form are requisite. His head is long, his face smooth,
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and his limbs, more developed than those of the springer, should be mus-
cular, his carcase round, and his hair long and closely curled. Good
breaking is more necessary here than even with the land-spaniel, and, for-
tunately, it is more easily accomplished ; for, the water-spaniel, although a
stouter, is a more docile animal than the land one.

Docility and affection are stamped on his countenance, and he rivals
every other breed in his attachment to his master. His work is double ;

THE WATER-SPANIEL,

first to find, when ordered so to do, and to back behind the sportsman
when the game will be more advantageously trodden up. In both he
must be taught to be perfectly obedient to the voice, that he may be kept
within range, and not unnecessarily disturb the birds. A more import-
ant part of his duty, however, is to find and bring the game that has
dropped. To teach him to find is easy enough, for a young water-spaniel
will as readily take to the water as a pointer puppy will stop ; but to
bring his game without tearing is a more difficult lesson, and the most
difficult of all is to make him suspend the pursuit of the wounded game
while the sportsman re-loads.

The water-spaniel was originally from Spain; but the pure breed has
been lost, and the present dog is probably descended from the large water-
dog and the English setter.

The water and land spaniels differ materially from each other. The
water-spaniel, although when at his work being all that his master can
desire, is, when unemployed, comparatively a slow and inactive dog ; but
under this sobriety of demeanor is concealed a strength and fidelity of
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attachment to which the more lively land-spaniel cannot always lay just
claim. The writer of this work once saved a young water-spaniel from
the persecution of a crowd of people who had driven it into a passage,
and were pelting it with stones. The animal had the character of being,
contrary to what his species usually are, exceedingly savage; and he suf-
fered himself to be taken up by me and carried from his foes with a kind
of sullenness ; but when, being out of the reach of danger, he was put
tlown, he gazed on his deliverer, and then crouched at his feet.

From that moment he attached himself to his new master with an
intensity of affection scarcely conceivable—never expressed by any
boisterous caresses, but by endeavouring to be in some manner in contact
with him ; resting his head upon his foot; lying upon some portion of
his apparel, his eye intently fixed upon him ; endeavouring to understand
every expression of his countenance. He would follow one gentleman,
and one only, to the river-side, and behave gallantly and nobly there ; but
the moment he -was dismissed he would scamper home, gaze upon his
aster, and lay himself down at his feet. In one of these excursions he
was shot. He crawled home, reached his master’s feet, and expired in
the act of licking his hand.

Perhaps the author may be permitted to relate one story more of the
water-spaniel : he pledges himself for its perfect truth. The owner of
the dog is telling this tale. I was once on the sea-coast, when a small,
badly-formed, and leaky fishing-boat was cast on shore, on a fearful reef
of rocks. Three men and a boy of ten years old constituted the crew.
'The men swam on shore, but they were so bruised against the rocks, that
they could not render any assistance to the poor boy, and no person could
be found to venture out in any way. I heard the noise and went to the
spot with my dog. I spoke to him, and in he went, more like a seal than
a dog, and after several fruitless attempts to mount the wreck he suc-
ceeded, and laid hold of the boy, who clung to the ropes, screaming in the
most fearful way at being thus dragged into the water. 'The waves dashed
frightfully on the rocks. . In the anxiety and responsibility of the moment
T thought that the dog had missed him, and I stripped off my clothes,
resolved to render what assistance I could. I was just in the act of
springing from the shore, having selected the moment when the receding
waves gave me the best chance of rendering any assistance, when I saw
old ¢Bagsman,’ for that was the name of my dog, with the struggling
hoy in his mouth, and the head uppermost. I rushed to the place where
he must land, and the waves bore the boy and the dog into my arms.

“Some time after that I was shooting wild-fowl. I and my dog had
heen working hard, and I left him behind me while I went to a neigh-
houring town to purchase gunpowder. A man, in a drunken frolic, had
pushed off in a boat with a girl in it; the tide going out carried the boat
quickly away, and the man becoming frightened, and unable to swim,
jumped overboard. Bagsman, who was on the spot, hearing the splash,
jumped in, swam out to the man, caught hold of him, and brought him

“twenty or thirty yards towards the shore, when the drunken fellow clasped
the dog tight round the body, and they both went down together. The girl
was saved by a boat going to her assistance. The body of the man was
recovered about an hour afterwards, with that of the dog clasped tight in
his arms, thus dragging him to the bottom. ¢Poor Bagsman! thy worth
deserves to be thus chronicled.””
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THE POODLE.

The particular cross from which this dog descended is unknown, but
the variety produced has been carefully preserved. It 1s, probably, of
continental origin, and is known by its thick curly hair concealing almost
every part of the face, and giving it the appearance of a short, thick,
unintelligent head. When, however, that hair is removed, there is still
the large head ; but there is also the cerebral cavity more capacious than
in any other dog, and the frontal sinuses fully developed, and exhibiting.
every indication of the intellectual class to which it belongs.

THE POODLE.

It was originally a water-dog, as its long and curly hair, and its pro-
pensities in its domesticated state, prove ; but, from its peculiar sagacity,
it is capable of being trained to almost any useful purpose, and its strong
individual attachment renders it more the companion of man than a mere
sporting dog : indeed, its qualities as a sporting dog are seldom recog-
nised by its owner. +

These dogs have far more courage than the water-spaniel, all the saga-
city of the Newfoundland, more general talent, if the expression may be
used, and more individual attachment than either of them, and without
the fawning of the one, or the submissiveness of the other. The poodle
seems conscious of his worth, and there is often a quiet dignity accompa-
nying his demonstrations of friendship.
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This dog, however, possesses a very peculiar kind of intelligence. It
will almost perform the comman offices of a servant: it will ring the bell
and open the door. Mr. Wilkie, of Ladythorn in Northumberland, had
a poodle which he bad instructed to go through all the apparent agonies of
dying. He would fall on one side, stretch himself out, and move his hind
legs as if he were in great pain; he would next simulate the convulsive
throbs of departing life, and then stretch out his limbs and thus seem as if
he had expired. In this situation he would remain motionless, until he had
his master’s command to rise.

The portrait of Sancho, a poodle, that was with difficulty forced from
the grave of his master, after the battle of Salamanca, is familiar to many
of our readers. Enticed from his post he could not be, nor was he at
length taken away until weakened by grief and starvation. He by degrees
attached himself to his new master, the Marquis of Worcester, but not
with the natural ardour of a poodle. He was attentive to every command,
and could perform many little domestic offices. Sometimes he would
exhibit considerable buoyaney of spirit ; but there oftener seemed to be
about him the recollection of older and closer friendship.

Another poodle occupies an interesting place in the history of the
Peninsular war. He too belonged to a French officer, who was killed
at the battle of Castella. The French were compelled to retreat before
they could bury their dead, and the soldiers wished to carry with them
this regimental favourite; but he would not be forced from the corpse of
his master. Some soldiers afterwards traversing the field of battle, one of
tliem discovered the cross of the Legion of Honour on the breast of the
fullen officer, and stooped to take it away, when the dog flew savagely at
him, and would not quit his hold, until the bayonet of another soldier laid
him lifeless. )

A veterinary surgeon, who, before any other animal than the horse was
acknowledged to be the legitimate object of medical care, did not disdain
to attend to the diseases of the dog, used to say that there were two breeds
which he never wished to see in his infirmary, namely, the poodle and the
Norfolk spaniel ; for, although not always difficult to manage, he could
never attach them to him, but they annoyed him by their pitiful and

imnploring gaze during the day, and their mournful howling at night.

* Custom has determined that the natural coat of this animal shall be
tuken from him. It may be a relief to the poodle for a part of his coat
to be stripped off in hot weather, and the curly hair which is left on his
chest, contrasted with his smooth and well-rounded loins and quarters,
may make it look pretty enough; but it should be remembered that he
was not designed by nature to be thus exposed to the cold of winter, and
that there are no dogs so liable to rheumatism, and that rheumatism dege-
nerating into palsy, as the well-trimmed poodle.

THE BARBET

is a small poodle, the production of some unknown and disadvantageous
cross 'with the true poodle. It has all the sagacity of the poodle,
and will perform even more than his tricks. It is always in action;
always fidgety ; generally incapable of much affection, but inheriting much
self-love and occasional ill temper ; unmanageable by any one but its
owner; eaten up with red mange ; and frequently a nuisance to its master
and a torment to every one else.
E
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‘We must not, however, do it injustice; it is very intelligent, and truly
attached to its owner.

The barbet possesses more sagacity than most other dogs, but it is
sagacity of a particular kind, and frequently connected with various
amusing tricks. Mr. Jesse, in his Gleanings in Natural History, gives
a singular illustration of this. A friend of his had a barbet that was not
always under proper command. In order to keep him in better order,
he purchased a small whip, with which he corrected him once or twice
during a walk. On his return the whip was put on a table in the hall,
but on the next morning it was missing. It was soon afterwards found
concealed in an out-building, and again made use of in correcting the dog.
Once more it would have been lost, but, on watching the dog, who was
suspected of having stolen it, he was seen to take it from the hall table
in order to hide it once more.

THE MALTESE DOG

can be traced back to an early period. Strabo says that ¢ there is a town
in Sicily called Melita, whence are exported many beautiful dogs called
Canes Melitei. They were the peculiar favourites of the women ; but
now (A.p. 25) there is less account made of these animals, which are not
bigger than common ferrets or weasels, yet they are not small in under-
standing nor unstable in their love.” They are also found in Malta and
in other islands of the Mediterranean, and they maintain the same character
of being devotedly affectionate to their owners, while, it is added,—and
they are not loved the less for that,—they are ill-tempered to strangers.

THE LION DOG

is a diminutive likeness of the noble animal whose name it bears. Tts
head, neck, shoulders, and fore-legs down to the very feet, are covered
with long, wavy, silky hairs. On the other parts of the dog it is so short
as scarcely to be grasped, except that on the tail there is a small bush of
hair. The origin of this breed is not known ; it is, perhaps, an interme-
diate one between the Maltese and the Turkish dog.

THE TURKISH DOG,

as it is improperly called, is a native of hot climates. The supposition of
Buffon is not an improbable one, that, being taken from some temperate
country to one considerably hotter, the European dog probably acquired
some cutaneous disease. This is no uncommon occurrence in Guinea,
the East Indies, and South America. Some of these animals afterwards
found their way into Europe, and, from their singularity, care was taken to
multiply the breed. Aldrovandus states that the first two of them made
their appearance in Europe in his time, but the breed was not continued,
on account, as it was supposed, of the climate being too cold for them.
The few that are occasionally seen in England bear about them every
mark of a degenerated race. They have no activity, and they show little
intelligence or affection. One singular circumstance appertains to all that
the author of this work has had the opportunity of seeing,—their teeth
became very early diseased, and drop from the gums. That eminent zo-
ologist, Mr. Yarrell, examining, with the author.of this work, one that had
died, certainly not more than five years old, found that it had neither
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i{xcisors nor canine teeth, and that the molars were reduced to one on each
side, the large tubercular tooth being the only one that was remainine
At the scientific meeting of the Zoological Society, the same gentlemaox;
stated, that he had examined the mouths of two individuals of the same
variety, then alive at the gardens, in both of which the teeth were remark-
ably deficient. In neither of them were there any false molars, and the
fneisors in both were deficient in number. Before the age of four’years the
tongue is usually disgustingly hanging from the mouths of these animals,

THE ALPINE SPANIEL, OR BERNARDINE DOG
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is a breed almost peculiar to the Alps, and to the district between Switzer-
land and Savoy. The passes over these mountains are exceedingly dan-
gerous from their steepness and narrowness. A precipice of many hundred
feet is often found on one side, and perpendicular rocks on the other, while
the path is glazed with frozen snow or ice. In many places the path is
overhung with huge masses of frozen snow, which occasionally loosen and
fall, when the dreadful storms peculiar to these regions suddenly come on,
and form an insurmountable barrier, or sweep away or bury the unfortunate
traveller. Should he escape these dangers, the path is now become track-
less, and he wanders amid the dreary solitudes until night overtakes him ;
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and then, when he pauses from fatigue or uncertainty with regard to the
path he should pursue, hislimbs are speedily benumbed. Fatal slumbers,
which he cannot shake off, steal upon him, and he crouches under some
ledge, and sleeps, to wake no more. The snow driftson. It is almost con-
tinually falling, and he is soon concealed from all human help.

On the top of Mount St. Bernard, and near one of the most dangerous
of these passes, is a convent, in which is preserved a breed of large dogs
trained to search for the benighted and frozen wanderer. Every night,
and particularly when the wind blows tempestuously, some of these dogs
are sent out. They traverse every path about the mountains, and their
scent is so exquisite that they can discover the traveller, although he may
lie many feet deep in the snow. Having found him, they set to work and
endeavour to scrape away the snow, uttering a deep bark that reverberates
from rock to rock, and tells those who are watching in the convent that
some poor wretch is in peril. Generally, a little flask of spirits is tied
round the neck of the animal, by drinking which the benighted traveller
may recruit his strength, until more effectual rescue arrive. The monks
hasten in the direction of the sound, and often succeed in rekindling the
vital spark before it is quite extinguished. Very many travellers have
been thus rescued from death by these benevolent men and their intelligent
and interesting quadruped servants.

One of these Bernardine dogs, named Barry, had a medal tied round his
neck as a badge of honourable distinction, for he had saved the lives of
forty persons. He at length died nobly in his vocation. A Piedmontese
courier arrived at St. Bernard on a very stormy day, labouring to make
his way to the little village of St. Pierre, in the valley beneath the moun-
tain, where his wife and children lived. It was in vain that the monks
attempted to check his resolution to reach his family. They at last gave
him two guides, each of whom was accompanied by a dog, one of which
was the remarkable creature whose services had been so valuable. Descend-
ing from the convent, they were overwhelmed by two avalanches or heaps
of falling snow, and the same destruction awaited the family of the poor
courier, who were travelling up the mountain in the hope of obtaining
some news of the husband and father.

A beautiful engraving has been made of this noble dog. It represents
him as saving a child which he had found in the Glacier of Balsore, and
cherished, and warmed, and induced to climb upon his shoulders, and thus
preserved from, otherwise, certain destruction.

THE NEWFOUNDLAND DOG.

The Newfoundland is a spaniel of large size. He is a native of the
island of which he bears the name ; but his history is disgraceful to the
owners of so valuable an animal. The employment of the lower classes
of the inhabitants of St. John, in Newfoundland, is divided between the
cutting of wood, and the drawing of it and other merchandise in the
winter, and fishing in the summer. The carts used in the winter work
are drawn by these dogs, who are almost invariably urged and goaded on
beyond their strength, fed only with putrid salt-fishy and an inadequate
quantity even of that. A great many of them are worn out and die before
the winter is over; and, when the summer approaches, and the fishing
season commences, many of them are quite abandoned, and, uniting with
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their companions, prowl about preying on the neighbouring flocks, or
absolutely starving.

Mr. Macgregor, however, states that ‘“in almost every other part of
]%ritish America they are valuable and useful. They are remarkably do-
cile and obedient to their masters, serviceable in all the fishing countries,
ond yoked in pairs to draw the winter’s fuel home. They are faithful,
good-natured, and ever friendly to man. They will defend their master
and their master’s property, and suffer no person to injure either the one

THE NEWFOUNDLAND DOG.

or the other; and, however extreme may be the danger, they will not
leave them for a minute. They seem only to want the faculty of speech,
in order to make their good wishes and feelings understood, and they are
capable of being trained for all the purposes for which every other variety
of the canine species is used.”*

That which most recommends the Newfoundland dog is his fearlessness
of water, and particularly as connected with the preservation of human
life. The writer of the present work knows one of these animals that
has preserved from drowning four human beings.

» Historical and Descriptive Sketches of British America, by J. Macgregor.
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A native of Germany was travelling one evening on foot through Hol-
land, accompanied by a large dog. 'Walking on a high bank which formed
one side of a dyke, his foot slipped, and he was precipitated into the water ;
and, being unable to swim, soon became senseless. When he recovered
his recollection, he found himself in a cottage on the contrary side of the
dyke, surrounded by peasants, who had been using the means for the reco-
very of drowned persons. The account given by one of them was, that,
returning home from his labour, he observed at a considerable distance a
large dog in the water, swimming and dragging, and sometimes pushing
along something that he seemed to have great difficulty in supporting,
but which he at length succeeded in getting into a small creek on the oppo-
site side. 'When the animal had pulled what he had hitherto supported
as far out of the water as he was able, the peasant discovered that it was
the body of a man, whose face and hands the dog was industriously licking.
The peasant hastened to a bridge across the dyke, and, having obtained
assistance, the body was conveyed to a neighbouring house, where proper
means soon restored the drowned man to life. Two very considerable
bruises, with the marks of teeth, appeared, one on his shoulder and the
other on his poll; hence it was presumed that the faithful beast had first
seized his master by the shoulder, and swam with him in this manner for
some time, but that his sagacity had prompted him to quit this hold, and
to shift it to the nape of the neck, by which he had been enabled to sup-
port the head out of water; and in this way he had conveyed him nearly
a quarter of a mile before he had brought him to the creek, where the
banks were low and accessible.

Dr. Beattie relates an instance of a gentleman attempting to cross the
river Dee, then frozen over, near Aberdeen. The ice gave way about the
middle of the river; but, having a gun in his hand, he supported himself
by placing it across the opening. His dog then ran to a neighbouring
village, where, with the most significant gestures, he pulled a man by the
coat, and prevailed on him to follow him. They arrived at the spot just
in time to save the drowning man’s life.

_Of the noble disposition of the Newfoundland dog, Dr. Abel, in one of
his lectures on Phrenology, relates a singular instance. ¢ 'When this dog
left his master’s house, he was often assailed by a number of little noisy
dogs in the street. He usually passed them with apparent unconcern, as
if they were beneath his notice; but one little cur was particularly trou-
blesome, and at length carried his impudence so far as to bite the New-
foundland dog in the leg. This was a degree of wanton insult beyond
what he could patiently endure; and he instantly turned round, ran after
the offender, and seized him by the skin of the back. In this way he car-
ried him in his mouth to the quay, and, holding him some time over the
water, at length dropped him into it. He did not, however, seem to
design that the culprit should be punished capitally. He waited a little
while, until the poor animal, who was unused to that element, was not
only well ducked, but nearly sinking, and then plunged in, and brought
him safe to land.”

¢TIt would be difficult,” says Dr. Hancock, in his Essay on Instinct, “ to
conceive any punishment more aptly contrived, or more completely in
character. Indeed, if it were fully analyzed,an ample commentary might
be written in order to show what a variety of comparisons and motives
and generous feelings entered into the composition of this act.”
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No one ever drew more legitimate consequences from certain existing
premises.

One other story should -not be omitted of this noble breed of water-
dogs. A vessel was driven on the beach of Lydd, in Kent. The surf
was rolling furiously. Eight poor fellows were erying for help, but not
a boat could be got off to their assistance. At length a gentleman came
on the beach accompanied by his Newfoundland dog: he directed the
attention of the animal to the vessel, and put a short stick into his mouth,
The intelligent and courageous fellow at once understood his meaning,
sprung into the sea, and fought his way through the waves. He
could not, however, get close enough to the vessel to deliver that with
which he was charged ; but the crew understood what was meant, and they
made fast a rope to another piece of wood, and threw it towards him. The
noble beast dropped his own piece of wood and immediately seized that
which had been cast to him, and then, with a degree of strength and
determination scarcely credible,—for he was again and again lost under the
waves,—he dragged it through the surge and delivered it to his master.
A line of communication was thus formed, and every man on board was
rescued.

There is, however, a more remarkable fact recorded in the Penny Ma-
gazine. ¢ During a heavy gale a ship had struck on a rock near the
land. The only chance of escape for the shipwrecked was to get a rope
achore ; for it was impossible for any boat to live in the sea as it was then
running. There were two Newfoundland dogs and a bull-dog on board.
One of the Newfoundland dogs was thrown overboard, with a rope thrown
round him, and perished in the waves. The second shared a similar fate :
but the bull-dog fought his way through that terrible sea, and, arriving safe
on shore, rope and all, became the saviour of the crew.”

Some of the true Newfoundland dogs have been brought to Europe and
have been used as retrievers. They are principally valuable for the fear-
less manner in which they will penetrate the thickest cover. They are
comparatively small, but muscular, strong, and generally black. A
lurger variety has been bred, and is now perfectly established. He is
scldom used as a sporting dog, or for draught, but is admired on account
of his stature and beauty, and the different colours with which he is often
marked. Perhaps he is not quite so good-natured and manageable as the
smaller variety, and yet it is not often that much fault can be found with
Lim on this account.

A noble animal of this kind was presented to the Zoological Society by
His Royal Highness Prince Albert. He is a great ornament to the
gardens ; but he had been somewhat unmanageable, and had done some
nischief before he was sent thither.

A portion of Lord Byron’s beautiful epitaph on the death of his New=
foundland dog will properly close our account of this animal :—

“ The poor dog! in life the firmest friend,
The first to welcome, foremost to defend ;

Whose honest heart is still his master’s own;
‘Who labours, fights, lives, breathes for him alone.”

THE ESQUIMAUX DOG

s a beast of burden and of draught, usefully employed by the inhabitants
of the extreme parts of North America and the neighbouring islands.
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When the Esquimaux Indian goes in pursuit of the seal, the rein-deer, or
the bear, his dogs carry the materials of his temporary hut, and the few
necessaries of his simple life ; or, yoked to the sledge, often draw him and
his family full sixty miles a-day over the frozen plains of these inhospitable
regions. At other times they assist in the chace, and run down and
destroy the bear and the rein-deer on land, and the seal on the coast.
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THE ESQUIMAUX DOG.

Their journeys are often without any certain object; but, if the dogs
scent the deer or the bear, they gallop away in that direction until their
prey is within reach of the driver, or they are enabled to assist in destroy-
ing their foe. Captain Parry, in his Journal of a Second Voyage for the
Discovery of a North-West Passage, gives an amusing account of these ex-
peditions. ¢ A number of dogs, varying from six to twelve, are attached
to each sledge by means of a single trace, but with no reins. An old and
tried dog is placed as the leader, who, in their simple journeys, and when
the chace is the object, steadily obeys the voice of the driver sitting in
front of the sledge, with a whip long enough to reach the leader. This
whip, however, is used as seldom as possible; for these dogs, althoug:h
tractable, are ferocious, and will endure little correction. When the whip
is applied with severity on one, he falls upon and worries his nelg.hbour,
and he, in his turn attacks a third, and there is a scene of universal
confusion, or the dogs double from side to side to avoid the whip, and the .
traces become entangled, and the safety of the sledge endangered. The
carriage must then be stopped, each dog put into his proper place, and the

(=] . .
traces re-adjusted. This frequently happens several times in the course
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of the day. The driver therefore depends principally on the docility of
the leader, who, with admirable precision, quickens or slackens his pace,
and starts off or stops, or turns to the right or left, at the summons of his
master. 'When they arejourneying homeward, or travelling to some spot
to which the leader has been accustomed to go, he is generally suffered to
pursue his own course ; for, although every trace of the road is lost in the
drifting snow, he scents it out, and follows it with undeviating accuracy.
Even the leader, however, is not always under the control of his master.
If the journey lies homeward, he will go his own pace, and that is usually
at the top of his speed ; or, if any game starts, or he scents it at a distance,
no command of his driver will restrain him. Neither the dog nor his
master is half civilized or subdued.”

Each of these dogs will draw a weight of 120 lb. over the snow, at the
rate of seven or eight miles an hour.

In summer, many of these dogs are used as beasts of burden, and each
carries from thirty to fifty pounds. They are then much better kept than
in the winter; for they have the remains of the whale and sea-calf,
which their masters disdain to eat. The majority, however, are sent adrift
in the summer, and they live on the produce of the chace or of their
constant thievery. The exactness with which—the summer being past—
each returns to his master, is an admirable proof of sagacity, and frequently
of attachment.

In some parts of Siberia, on the borders of the Oby, there are esta-
blished relays of dogs, like the post-horses in other countries. Four of
these are attached to a very light vehicle; but, when much haste is re-
quired, or any very heavy goods are to be conveyed, more than treble or
quadruple that number are harnessed to the vehicle. M. de Lesseps® gives
a1 almost incredible account of this. He is speaking of the voracity of
these poor beasts, in the midst of the snowy desert, with little or no food.
¢ 'We had unharnessed our dogs, in order to bring them closer together, in
the ordinary way; but, the moment they were brought up to the pole,
they seized their harness, constructed of the thickest and toughest leather,
and tore it to pieces, and devoured it. It was in vain that we attempted
every means of restraint. “A great number of them escaped into the wilds
around, others wandered here and there, and seized everything that came
within their reach, and which their teeth could destroy. Almost every
niinute some one of them fell exhausted, and immediately became the
prey of the others. Every one that could get within reach struggled for
Lis share. Every limb was disputed, and torn away by a troop of rivals,
who attacked all within their reach. As soon as one fell by exhaustion
or accident, he was seized by a dozen others, and destroyed in the space
of a few minutes. In order to defend ourselves from this crowd of
famished beasts we were compelled to have recourse to our bludgeons and
our swords. To this horrible scene of mutual destruction succeeded, on
the following day, the sad appearance of those that surrounded the sledge,
1o which we had retreated for safety and for warmth. They were thin,
and starved, and miserable; they could scarcely move; their plaintive
mnd continnal howlings seemed to claim our succour: but there was no
possibility of relieving them in the slightest degree, except that some of
them crept to the opening in our carriage through which the smoke

» Journal Historique du Voyage de M. de Lesseps. Paris, 1790. 2 vols.—tome 1,
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escapes ; and the more they felt the warmth the closer they crept, and then,
through mere feebleness, losing their equilibrium, they rolled into the fire
before our eyes.”

These dogs are not so high as the common ‘pointer, but much larger
and stouter, although their thick hair, three or four inches long in the
winter, gives them an appearance of more stoutness than they possess.
Under this hair is a coating of fine close soft wool, which begins to grow
in the early part of winter, and drops off in the spring. Their muzzles
are sharp and generally black, and their ears erect.

The Greenland, and Siberian, and Kamtschatdale are varieties of the
Esquimaux or Arctic dogs, but enlarged in form, and better subdued. The
docility of some of these is equal to that of any European breed.

A person of the name of Chabert, who was afterwards better known
by the title of ¢ Fire King,” had a beautiful Siberian dog, who would
draw him in a light carriage 20 miles a-day. He asked 200l for him,
and sold him for a considerable portion of that sum; for he was a most
beantiful animal of his kind, and as docile as he was beautiful. Between
the sale and the delivery, the dog fell and broke his leg. Chabert, to
whom the price agreed on was of immense consequence, was in de-
spair. He took the dog at night to a veterinary surgeon. He formally
introduced them to each other. He talked to the dog, pointed to his leg,
limped around the room, then requested the surgeon to apply some ban-
dages around the leg, and he seemed to walk sound and well. He patted
the dog on the head, who was looking alternately at him and the surgeon,
desired the surgeon to pat him, and to offer him his hand to lick, and then,
holding up his finger to the dog, and gently shaking his head, quitted the
room and the house. The dog immediately laid himself down, and sub-
mitted to a reduction of the fracture,and the bandaging of the limb, with-
out a motion, except once or twice licking the hand of the operator. He
was quite submissive, and in a manner motionless, day after day, until, at
the expiration of a month, the limb was sound. Not a trace of the frac-
ture was to be detected, and the purchaser, who is now living, knew
nothing about it.

The employment of the Esquimaux dogs is nearly the same as those
from Newfoundland, and most valuable they are to the traveller who has
to find his way over the wild and trackless regions of the north. The
manner, however, in which they are generally treated seems ill caleulated
to cause any strong or lasting attachment. During their period of labour,
they, like their brethren in Newfoundland, are fed sparingly on putrid
fish, and in summer they are turned loose to shift for themselves until the
return of the severe season renders it necessary to their masters’ interest
that they should again be sought for, and once more reduced to their state
of toil and slavery.

They have been known for several successive days to travel more than
60 miles. They seldom miss their road, although they may be driven over
one untrodden snowy plain, where they are occasionally unable to reach
any place of shelter. 'When, however, nigh<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>