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INTRODUCTION.

UR country is now in the throes of war with Spain.
Under most circumstances war is to be deplored, but
history shows that even with so peace-loving a nation

as our own, there come times when aggravations under
which we have patiently suffered can no longer be tolerated
with honor and self—respect.[_/§p it is in the present crisis.

Spanish domination of the Isle of Cuba has been so
relentlessly merciless, and has occasioned such horror and
unrest in our own land, that war has indeed seemed prefer-
able to a further continuance of the abhorrent barbarities
continuing with such cruel persistence at our very doors.
Humanity and our national peace of mind, together with
the rights which citizens of the United States had in Cuba
and on the high seas, apart from the reparation justly and
speedily due for the treacherous loss of the battle-ship
Maine and her gallant crew, demanded that our country
should assert its authority and promptly maintain the
honor of its flag. l

War has come upon us, therefore, as a last resort. The
President of the United States, knowing full well the awful
expense of life and treasure that would have to be yielded
up in a foreign conflict, permitted negotiations for an hon-
orable and peaceful adjustment of our difficulties with Spain
o run to the extreme limit. Congress waited until its
patience was exhausted, and only after thie President’s

amicable efforts failed, did it give utterance to the resolu-
iii
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tions requiring the Spanish evacuation of Cuba and the set-
tlement of existing grievances by the force of arms.

What follows in these pages, the eloquent and thrilling
recital of which must be largely credited to the gifted pen
of another, briefly tells the story of the war to date. T'hat
story is made up of data, historical and current, which can-
not fail to arouse the fire and patriotism of American mau-
hood ; and of opinions and official utterances fraught with
interest and inspiration.

In this great emergency it is not for us to ask whethor
the war was rightfully or wrongfully declared. The time
for that has passed. Congress and the President have set-
tled the question, and we are confronted as a united people
with the stern realities of a struggle with a common foe,
which can only end by the lowering of the flag of haughty
Spain, or the humiliation of the Stars and Stripes. No
American whose heart beats in sympathy with the institu-
tions of his country, whose soul imbibes the nobility of the
glorious “ Spirit of ’76,” can hesitate or cavil at conditions
so vital in their outcome to the honor of our nation.

The occasion calls for the sincerest confidence in our
National Government, for the sublimest and most unflinch-
ing patriotism, and for the universal encouragement and
support of the sturdy manhood of America. With these
forces combined, there can be but one result in the present
conflict—the exaltation of the United States among the
nations of the earth, and an increased respect for “ Uncle
Sam’s ” ability to uplift humanity and maintain peace, even
at the expense of war.

SRR V.
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PART L.
WAR WITH SPAIN.

CHAPTER 1.

The Causes of the Conflict.

‘#7¢ ATt half-past one o’clock on the morning of —
ey April 19, 1898, Congress, at Washington,
passed a series of resolutions which virtually
ended the friendly relations between the United
States and Spain. For upwards of a week a —
most exciting debate had been going on, and
the scenes that preceded the outbreak of our
great Civil War were re-enacted. Crowds of
people thronged the galleries of both houses of Congress for many
days, and other crowds struggled in vain for admission. The most
intense public interest was awakened throughout the country.

During the action of Congress many speeches were delivered in
both houses, earnest efforts were made to reach just and satisfactory
conclusions, and finally all disagreements disappeared and the two
bodies were practically united. Whatever differences of opinion
showed themselves, one feeling was uppermost, and that was patriotic
loyalty to our Government and a resolute determination to sustain its
action. “ We are American citizens; we live under the starry flag
which is the emblem of the free. When country calls and it is a
question of honor and patriotism, we are a unit, and are ready for any
sacrifice required to sustain our Government.,” This was the univer-
sal feeling from Maine to California and from the Lakes to the Gulf
of Mexico. A great wave of patriotic enthusiasm swept over the
land.

/"Iie_rgg,gl_utions passed by Congress alluded to the abhorrent con-
ditions which had existed for more than three years in the island of

< 4 < 17
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18 - THE CAUSES OF THE CONFLICT.

Cuba, so near our own borders, which shocked the moral sense of the
people of the Umted States, and were a dlsgrace to Chrlstlan 01v1lxza-

ame with 266 of its officers and crew, WhllC on a frxendly visit
in the harbor of Havana, a state of things that could no longer be
endured.

The action_of Congress.declared. that the people of theisland of
Cuba are, and of right ought to be, free and independent ; that it is the
duty of the United States to demand, and the Government of the
United States hereby does demand, that the Government of Spain at
once relinquish its authority and government in the island of Cuba,
and withdraw its land and naval forces from Cuba and Cuban waters.

The United States Army and Navy.

Still further, the President of the United States, by the terms of
the resolutions, was directed and empowered to use the entire land
and naval forces of the United States, and to call into actual service
the militia of the several States to such an extent as might be neces-
sary to carry the resolutions into effect. Moreover, the United States
disclaimed any disposition or intention to exercise sovereignty, juris-
diction or control over the island, except for its pacification, and
asserted its determination when that was accomplished to leave the

__government and control of the island to its people.
_— This rupture between the United States and Spain had long been

\

foreseen, and it formed the one subject of animated discussion through-
out the country. Opinion was quite unanimous that the appalling
condition of Cuba ought to be remedied, and that the misrule of
Spain in that unfortunate island ought to be terminated. Such sym-

”pathy was expressed for the Cuban patriots who had been fighting

the battle of freedom, as might be expected from a nation that gained
its own independence by the sword; yet many of the conservative
elements were opposed to any steps that would be likely to lead to
war, and hoped that the vexed question would be settled without an
appeal to arms. The onward march of events, however, was in the
direction of an open rupture between the two countries, and all the
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efforts of the peace-loving people of the United States were fruitless
to prevent any armed conflict.

It must be evident to all intelligent readers that so grave a matter
as war between two great nations was preceded by causes of long
standmg, and leadmg inevitably to the final result. The causes of
the American Revolution were freely recited in that immortal docu-
ment, the Declaration of Independence, and on the strength of these
the Colonies appealed to the considerate judgment of mankind. In ~——.
like manner, the great body of people who supported the action of
Congress on the question of war with Spain, felt that there were just
grounds for intervention between Spain and Cuba—an intervention ~
that should :result in the final independence of the island. These W
causes were plainly set forth in a message to Congress from President
McKinley, which was transmitted to that body on the 11th of April.— “

I

Causes of War Stated by the President.

We reproduce the message here, as it contains a concise statement
of the matters in controversy, and is an important State paper which
every person who would be well informed will desire to preserve.

“To THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES:

“Obedient to that precept of the Constitution which commands
the President to give, from time to time, to the Congress information
of the state of the Union, and to recommend to their consideration
such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient, it becomes
my duty now to address your body with regard to the grave crisis
that has arisen in the relations of the United States to Spain by
reason of the warfare that for more than three years has raged in the
neighboring island of Cuba. I do so, because of the intimate con-
nection of the Cuban question with the state of our own Union, and
the grave relation the course which it is now incumbent upon the
nation to adopt, must needs bear to the traditional policy of our
Government, if it is to accord with the precepts laid down by the
founders of the Republic, and religiously observed by succeeding
administrations to the present day. .
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“The present revolution is but the successor of other similar
insurrections which have occurred in Cuba against the dominion of
Spain, extending over a period of nearly half a century, each of
which, during its progress, has subjected the United States.to_great
effort and expense in enforcing its neutrality lawsw
losses to American trade and coMmETEE. caused irri n, annoyance,
exercise of cruel,
barbarous, and_uncivilized practices of warfare, shocke t-’?e.r_lgi-
bilities and offended the humane sympathies of our Eeo:gl'e-/

“Since the present revolution be-
gan, in February, 1895, this country
has seen the fertile domain at our
threshold ravaged by fire and sword
in_the course of a struggle un-
equalled in the history of the island,
and rarely paralleled as to the num-
ber of the combatants and the bitter-
ness of the contest by any revolution
of modern times, where a deter-
mined people striving to be free
have been oppressed by the power
of the sovereign State. Our people
have beheld a once prosperous com-
munity reduced to comparativ‘eiwant,
its lucrative commerce virtually paralyzed, its exceptional produc-
tiveness diminished, its fields laid waste, its mills in ruins, and its
_people perishing by tens of thousands from hunger and destitution.
“We have found ourselves constrained, in the observance of that strict
neutrality which our laws enjoin, and which the law of nations com-
mands, to police our waters and watch our own seaports in prevention
of any unlawful act in aid of the Cubans.

“Qur trade has suffered, the capital invested by our citizens in Cuba
has been largely lost, and the temper and forbearance of our people
have been so seriously tried as to beget a perilous unrest among our
own citizens, which has inevitablv found its expression from time to

GEN. STEWART L. WOODFORD.
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time in the National Legislature, so that issues wholly external to
our own body politic stand in the way of that close devotion to do-
1mdvancement that becomes a self-contained Commonwealth,
whose primal maxim has been the avoidance of all foreign entangle-
ments. All this must needs awaken, and has indeed aroused, the
utT176_sf concern on the part of this Government as well during my
predecessor’s term as in my own.

: Efforts to End the War in Cuba.

“In April, 1896, the evils from which our country suffered through
the Cuban war became so onerous that my predecessor made an effort
to bring about a peace through the mediation of this Government in
any way that might tend to an honorable adjustment of the contest
between Spain and her revolted colony, on the basis of some effective
scheme of self-government for Cuba under the flag and sovereignty
of\SBam It failed, through the refusal of the Spanish Government
then in power to consider any form of mediation or, indeed, any plan
of settlement which did not begin with the actual submission of the
insurgents to_the mother country, and then only on such terms as
Spain_herself might see fit to grant. The war continued unabated.
The resistance of the insurgents was in no wise diminished.

“The efforts of Spain were increased both by the despatch of fresh
levies to Cuba and by the addition to the horrors of the strife of a
new and inhuman phase, happily unprecedented in the modern history
of civilized Christian peoples. The policy of devastation and concen-
tration by the Captain-General’s bando of October, 1896, in the prov-
ince of Pinar del Rio was thence extended to embrace all of the island
to which the power of the Spanish arms was able to reach by occupa-
tion or by military operations. The peasantry, including all dwelling
in the open agricultural interior, were driven into the garrison towns
or isolated places held by the troops. The raising and moving of
provisions of all kinds were interdicted. The fields were laid waste,
dwellings unroofed and fired, mills destroyed, and, in short, every-
thing that could desolate the land and render it unfit for human habi-



22 THE CAUSES OF THE CONFLICT.

tation or support was commanded by one or the other of the contend-
ing parties and executed by all the powers at their disposal.

“By the time the present Administration took office a year ago,
reconcentration—so-called—had been made effective over the better
part of the four central and western provinces, Santa Clara, Man-
tanzas, Havana and Pinar del Rio. The agricultural population, to
the estimated number of 300,000 or more, was herded within the
towns and their immediate vicinage, deprived of the means of sup-
port, rendered destitute of shelter, left poorly clad, and exposed to
the most unsanitary conditions. As the scarcity of food increased
with the devastation of the depopulated areas of production, destitu-
tion and want became misery and starvation.

Alarming Increase of the Death Rate.

“ Month by month the death rate increased in an alarming ratio-
By March, 1897, according to conservative estimate from official
Spanish sources, the mortality among the reconcentrados, from star-
vation and the diseases thereto incident, exceeded 50 per centum of
their total number. No practical relief was accorded to the desti-
tute. The overburdened towns, already suffering from the general
dearth, could give no aid.

“In this state of affairs my administration found itself confronted
with the grave problem of its duty. My message of last December
reviewed the situation, and narrated the steps taken with a view to
relieving its acuteness and opening the way to some form of honor-
able settlement. The assassination of the Prime Minister, Canovas,
led to a change of Government in Spain. The former Administration
pledged to subjugation without concession gave place to that of a
more liberal party, committed long in advance to a policy of reform
involving the wider principle of home rule for Cuba and Porto Rico.

“ The overtures of this Government made through its new Envoy,
General Woodford, and looking to an immediate and effective ame-
lioration of the condition of the island, although not accepted to the
extent of admitted mediation in any shape, were met by assurances
that home rule, in an advanced phase, wouyld be forthwith offered to
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Cuba, without waiting for the war to end, and that more humane
methods should thenceforth prevail in the conduct of hostilities.

*“While these negotiations were in progress, the increasing destitu-
tion of the unfortunate reconcentrados and the alarming mortality
amony them claimed earnest attention. The success which had
attended the limited : ;
measure of relief ex-
tended to the suffer-
ing American citizens
among them. by the
judicious expenditure
through the Consular
agencies of the money
appropriated expressly
for their succor by the
joint resolution ap-
proved May 24, 1897
prompted the humane
extension of a similar
scheme of aid to the
great body of sufferers
A suggestion to this
end was acquiesced in
by the Spanish authori-
ties. On the 24th of , ,
December last I caused  THE LATE SENOR CANOVAS—PRIME MINISTER
to be issued an appeal SRR
to the American people inviting contributions in money or in kind
for the succor of the starving sufferers in Cuba, following this on the
8th of January by a similar public announcement of the formation of
a Central Cuban Relief Committee, with headquarters in New York
City, composed of three members representing the National Red
Cross and the religious and business elements of the community.

“ Coincidently with these declarations, the new Government of
Spain continyed to complete the policy already begun by its prede-
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cessor of testifying friendly regard for this nation by releasing
American citizens held under one charge or another connected with
the insurrection, so that, by the end of November, not a single per-
son entitled in any way to our national protection remained in a
Spanish prison.
— “The war in Cuba is of such a nature that short of subjugation or
] extermination a final military victory for either side seems impracti-
cable. The alternative lies in the physical exhaustion of the one or
“the other party, or perhaps of both—a condition which in effect
ended the ten years’ war by the truce of Zanjon. The prospect of
such a protraction and conclusion of the present strife is a contin-
gency hardly to be contemplated with equanimity by the civilized
world, and least of all by the United States, affected and injured as
we are, deeply and intimately, by its very existence.

Propositions Made by Our Government.

. Realizing this, it appeared to be my duty in a spirit of true
friendliness, no less to Spain than to the Cubans who have so much
to lose by the prolongation of the struggle, to seek to bring about an

. immediate termination of the war. To this end I submitted on the
27th ultimo, as a result of much representation and correspondence
through the United States Minister at Madrid, propositions to the
Spanish Government looking to an armistice until October 1, for the
negotiation of peace with the good offices of the President.

“In addition I asked the immediate revocation of the order of re-
concentration so as to permit the people to return to their farms and
the needy to be relieved with provisions and supplies from the
United States, co-operating with the Spanish authorities so as to
afford full relief.

“The reply of the Spanish Cabinet was received on the night of
the 31st ultimo. It offers as the means to bring about peace in Cuba,
to confide the preparation thereof to the Insular Parliament, inasmuch
as the concurrence of that body would be necessary to reach a final
result, it being, however, understood that the powers reserved by the
Constitution to the central Government are not lessened or dimin-
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ished. As the Cuban Parliament does not meet until the 4th of May
next, the Spanish Government would not object for its part to accept
at once a suspension of hostilities if asked for by the insurgents from
the General-in-Chief, to whom it would pertain in such case to de-
termine the duration and conditions of the armistice.

Friendly Intervention Rejected by Spain.

“ The propositions submitted by General Waoadford and the reply
of the Spanish Government were both in the form of brief memoranda,

the texts of which are before me, and are substantially in the lan-
guage above given.

“There remain the alternative forms of intervention to end the war,
either as an impartial neutral by imposing a rational compromise be-
tween the contestants, or as the active ally of the one party or the
other.

“As to the first, it is not to be forgotten that during the last few
months the relation of the United States has virtually been one
of friendly intervention in many ways, each not of itself conclusive,
but all tending to the exertion of a potential influence toward an
ultimate pacific result just and honorable to all interests concerned.
The spirit of all our acts hitherto has been an earnest, unselﬁsh/]
desire for peace and prosperity in Cuba, untarnished by differences |
between us and Spain and unstained by the blood of American citizens. \

“The forcible intervention of the United States as a neutral, to stopJ
the war, according to the large dictates of humanity and following
many historical precedents where neighboring States have interfered
to check the hopeless sacrifices of life by internecine conflicts beyond
their borders, is justifiable on rational grounds. It involves, however,
hostile constraint upon both the parties to the contest as well to
enforce a truce as to guide the eventual settlement.
~— The grounds for such intervention may be briefly summarized as
/follows: Firgt In the cause of humanity and to put an end to the?‘a'/M‘d
\barbarities, bloodshed, starvation, and horrible miseries now existing ~~
there, and which the parties to the conflict are either unable to or
unwilling to stop or mitigate, It is no answer to say this is all in
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another country, belonging to another nation, and is therefore none
of our business. It is specially our duty, for it is right at our door.
“Second. We owe it to our citizens in Cuba to afford them that
protection and indemnity for life and property which no government
there can or will afford, and to that end to terminate the conditions
) that deprive them of legal protection.
“ Third. The right to intervene may be justified by the very serious
injury to the commerce, trade, and business of our people, and by the

wanton destruction of property and devastation of the island.

Cuba’s Condition a Menace to Our Peace.

“Fourth. Aid which is of the utmost importance. The present
condition of affairs in Cuba is a constant menace to our peace and
entails upon this Government an enormous expense. With such a
conflict waged for years in an island so near us and with which our
people have such trade and business relations; where the lives and
liberty of our citizens are in constant danger and their property de-
stroyed and themselves ruined; where our trading vessels are liable
to seizure and are seized at our very door by warships of a foreign
nation ; the expeditions of filibustering that we are powerless alto-
gether to prevent, and the irritating questions and entanglements
thus arising—all these and others that I need not mention, with the
resulting strained relations, are a constant menace to our peace and
compel us to keep on a semi-war footing with a nation.with which
we are at peace.

“These elements of danger and disorder already pointed out have
been strikingly illustrated by a tragic event which has deeply and
justly moved the American people. I have already transmitted to
Congress the report of the Naval Court of Inquiry on the destruction
of the battleship Maine in the harbor of Havana during the night of
the 15th of February. The destruction of that'noble vessel has filled
the national heart with inexpressible horror. Two hundred and sixty-
six brave sailors and marines and two officers of our navy, reposing
in the fancied security of a friendly harbor, have been hurled to
death, gricf and want brought to their homes and sorrow to the nation.
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“The Naval Court of Inquiry, which, it is needless to say, com-
mands the unqualified confidence of the Government, was unanimous
in its conclusions that the destruction of the Maine was caused by
an exterior explosion—that of a submarine mine. It did not assume
to place the responsibility. That remains to be fixed.

“In any event the destruction of the Maine, by whatever exterior
cause, is a patent and impressive proof of a state of things in Cuba
that is intolerable. That condition is thus shown to be such that the
Spanish Government cannot assure safety and security to a vessel of
the American-Navy in the harbor of Havana on a mission of peace
and rightfully there.

“Further referring in this connection to recent diplomatic corres-
pondence, a despatch from our Minister to Spain, of the 26th ultimo,
contained the statement that the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs
assured him positively that Spain will do all that the highest honor
and justice required in the matter of the Maine. The reply above
referred to of the 31st ultimo also contained an expression of the
readiness of Spain to submit to an arbitration all the differences which
can arise in this matter, which is subsequently explained by the note of
the Spanish Minister at Washington of the 10th instant as follows:

“The War in Cuba Must Stop.”

“‘As to the question of fact which springs from the diversity of
views between the report of the American and Spanish boards,
Spain proposes that the fact be ascertained by an impartial investiga-
tion by experts, whose decision Spain accepts in advance.” To this I
have made no reply. 2

“In the name of humanity, in the name of civilization, in behalf
of endangered American interests which give us the right to speak
and to act, the war in Cuba must stop.

“In view of these facts and of these considerations, I ask the Con-
gress to authorize and empower the President to take measures to
secure a full and final termination of hostilities between the govern-
ment of Spain and the people of Cuba, and to secure in the island the
establishment of a stable government, capable of maintaining order and

NV
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observing its international obligations, insuring peace and tranquillity,
and the secuuty of its citizens as well as our own, and to use the
mllltary and naval forces of the United States as may be necessary
for these purposes.
T And in the interest of humanity, and to aid in preserving the lives
of the starving people of the island, I recommend that the distribu-
tion of food and supplies be continued, and that an appropriation be
made out of the public treasury to supplement the charity of our
citizens. The issue is now with Congress. It is a solemn responsi-
bility. I have exhausted every effort to relieve the intolerable con-
dition of affairs which is at our doors.

“ Prepared to execute every obligation imposed upon me by the
Constitution and the law, I await your action.

Armistice Granted by Spain.

“Since the preparation of the foregoing message official informa-
tion was received by me that the latest decree of the Queen Regent
of Spain directs General Blanco, in order to prepare and facilitate
peace, to proclaim a suspension of hostilities, the duration and details
of which have not yet been communicated to me. This fact, with
every other pertinent consideration, will, I am sure, have your just
and careful attention in the solemn deliberations upon which you are
about to enter. If this measure attains a successful result, then our
aspirations as a Christian peace-loving people will be realized. If it
fails, it will be only another justification for our contemplated action.

“WiLLiaMm McKINLEY.
“ Executive Mansion, April 11, 1898.”

The causes stated in the President’s message constituted the real
occasion for war between the United States and. S[iaan_ It was felt
that the condition of the people of Cuba could ho longer be tolerated
especially as it involved the rights of American citizens and en-
dangered our commercial relations. Our citizens were ¢ _liable to
arrest on suspicion of sympathizing with the msurgents Then pro-

perty, in many instances, had been wantonly destroyed, and they had




GALLANT CHARGE BY GENERAL WHEELER'S CAVALRY






THE CAUSES OF THE CONFLICT. 29

been compelled to suffer disaster from fire and sword. It was not in
the nature of things that such outrages should continue without
arousing public indignation and creating a demand that these atro-
cities should be discontinued even at the cost of war. s

In January, 1895, a revolution broke out in Cuba which baffled all’
the efforts of Spain to subdue it. At one time and another over
200,000 soldiers were sent by Spain to restore the island to peace
and order. The insurgents who, at no time probably numbered more
than 50,000, were able to hold a large part of the island and effectu-
ally to prevent the restoration of Spanish authority.

Shocking Atrocities by the Spanish Army.

The atrocities which were committed by the Spanish army in its
attempt to suppress the insurrection shocked the whole civilized
world. For a long time the policy of our Government at Washing-
ton was that of non-intervention, as it was supposed that the power of
Spain would overcome the Cuban army and peace would be the
result. When it was definitely ascertained that such would not be
the case, the people of the United States became restless, and with
singular unanimity, demanded that steps should be taken to termi-
nate the struggle, to avenge the wrongs of the Cuban patriots and to
devise a government for the island that should be just to all parties
concerned,

It is well known to the general reader that this great uprising in
Cuba was not the first. For more than fifty years the island has
been on the verge of revolution, the fires of which from time to time
have flamed forth and have been suppressed only by the most vigor-
ous and inhuman efforts on the part of Spain. For a long time
Cuba has been in a state of chronic discontent occasioned by the op-
pressions she has suffered at the hands of her haughty masters. The
story is tragic from first to last, exhibiting on the one side the unex-
ampled tyranny of the mother country, and on the other, the spirit of
a brave people seeking redress and independence.



CHAPTER II1.
Hurried Preparations for War.

VEN before it was absolutely certain that hostilities would break
out between the United States and Spain preparations were
begun by our Government to meet the possible emergency.

It was assumed that much would depend upon prompt action, and
that the army first in the field would gain an advantage of no little
value. The War and Navy Departments at Washington displayed
great activity. This was all the more necessary from the fact that
our country since the close of the Civil War, has remained in a state
of peace, and unlike European nations, we have not maintained a
large standing army, nor have we secured a powerful navy as com-
pared with that of some other countries.

Defending the Honor of the Stars and Stripes.

It was evident from the expression of patriotic sentiments by the
newspaper press and by members of both houses of Congress that
the Government would receive strong support, whatever might be the
final outcome of the controversy with Spain respecting its high-
handed misgovernment of Cuba. It was commonly understood that
money appropriations would be made to any amount needed, that not
only would the regular army and naval marines be called into action,
but that the various State militias could also be depended upon to
defend the honor of the stars and stripes.

At an early date the recruiting officers for the army and navy were
actively engaged in enlisting volunteers who came forward in large
numbers to offer their services. Very rigid rules were established
with a view to obtaining the very best material, and so strict were the
examinations that by far the larger majority of the men who were
willing to enter either branch of the service, were rejected. Others
were accepted, and it was evident there would be no lack of men in
the event of the outbreak of war.

30
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Plans were made by the War Department for concentrating the
regular army at certain points in the South, with the expectation that
Cuba would be the battle ground and that it would be advisable to
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land an army of occupation upon the island. Railroad companies
engaged to transport the troops at a moment’s notice, and large con-
ditional orders were given for army supplies. Congress, without a
single dissenting vote, made an appropriation of $50,000,000 for the

‘
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use of the Government. It was understood that a considerable part
of this appropnatlon was to be spent in the purchase of war-ships,
and commissioners were at once sent to Europe for the purpose of
examining ships that were offered for sale, and also with a view to
obtaining others that were in process of construction.

Certain statements made by General Miles produced much
discussion, and the conviction became prevalent that Congress should
proceed at once to strengthen our national defenses. This led to the
introduction of a bill appropriating $50,000,000 for this purpose, to
which reference has already been made. On March 8th this bill
came up in the House of Representatives, and the stirring scenes of
that day will never be forgotten by those who witnessed them.

Inspiring Scenes at the Capitol.

Early in the morning multitudes began to crowd the Capitol cor-
ridors, and long before the hour of noon the galleries of the Senate
and House of Representatives were thronged. The people expected
war news, and they themselves, in the elevators and in the passages
and corridors, were talking of war. Upon the floor of the House of
Representatives and upon the floor of the Senate before time for the
fall of the gavel there were many Representatives and Senators, more
than a quorum of each body. This was the first time in two months
or more that so many of the statesmen had been on time or ahead of
time for daily sessions of their respective bodies. This condition
showed the interest being taken in the crisis which seemed to con-
front this country.

“T declare in all sincerity that I regard this appropriation of 550 -
000,000 as a peace appropriation and not an appropriation for war,’
said Congressman Cannon, chairman of the committtee on appropria-
tions, on the floor of the House. Congressman Sayers, late chair-
man of the same committee, who was a Texas Confederate soldier,
advocated the appropriation on the same basis, expressing the belief
that the appropriation would be more likely to result in peace than
in war.

The House committee on appropriations met at 11 o’clock in the
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morning, and the Cannon bill was taken up for immediate considera-
tion. Cwn _explained to his committee behind closed
and guarded doors the reason for the introduction of the bill, saying
that the President personally desired that this large emergency appro-
priation should be made, because of the gravity of the situation and
the likelihood of war. He said that while the President hoped that
war would not ensue, he was exceedingly apprehensive, and wanted
to-have back of him not only the courage and the credit of the nation,
but cold cash with which to do business in the event of necessity.

A Wave of Popular Enthusiasm.

Mr. Cannon also said that the President looked into the future,
and had said that, while war might be averted until after Congress
adjourned, it might occur then, and this emergency appropriation be-
ing at the disposal of the President, he would not be obliged to con-
vene Congress at once in extraordinary session. The matter was
discussed and fully explained to the committee, and then by a unani-
mous vote it was decided to order a favorable report of the bill. This
favorable report was made to the House by Chairman Cannon, the
man who introduced the bill.

When Chairman Cannon arose and reported his bill, by direction
of the committee on appropriations, before it was read by the clerk,
the people in the galleries and upon the floor of the House made the
four walls ring and the ceiling rattle with such an outburst of applause
as our people have not heard since Cleveland’s declaration of the
Monroe doctrine was promulgated. The demonstration plainly indi-
cated the prevalent war spirit, and the determination of the people
that national honor should be preserved at any cost of life or treasure.

The galleries of the House were packed to the doors and long lines
of people, unable to gain admission, surged about the corridors. Pub-
lic interest in the debate on the bill for the national defense was
reflected in this large attendance in the galleries. On the floor almost
every member was in his seat. On the faces of the leaders of both
sides sat an air of stern resolution, indicating their deep appreciation

of the grim business upon which Congress and the country were en-
3
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tering in making this vast appropriation for possible war. “As soon as
the journal had been read the Speaker rapped for order, and amid
deep silence Chairman Cannon arose and presented as a deficiency
bill the measure appropriating $50,000,000 for the national defense.
It included also several other iteras, among which were $100,000 for
coal for naval vessels.

Demands for an Immediate Vote.

General Wheeler, Democrat, of Alabama, the ex-Confederate cav-
alry leader, started a wave of applause when the bill was presented.
When the reading of the bill was concluded with the item of $50,000-
000 for the national defense a spontaneous outburst of applause went
up from the members and the galleries. Mr. Cannon and Mr. Sayers,
the minority members of the appropriations committee, then mutually
proposed the agreement they had privately made before the House
met, for three hours general debate on the bill, to be followed by one
hour’s debate under the five-minute rule.

Cries for an immediate vote were raised, but Mr. Cannon stated
that he would be glad to vote on the bill with sixty seconds’ debate,
yet he felt bound by his agreement with Mr. Sayers.

After the confusion which followed this dramatic scene had sub-
sided, Mr. Cannon took the floor to open the debate on the bill.* He
spoke ealmly and briefly, explaining that the items in the bill, save
the last, were strictly deficiency items. Coming to the all-absorbing
item, he said that in the present critical condition of affairs the com-
mittee had deemed it wise to appropriate this sum, placing its expen-
diture in the complete discretion of the President. He referred to
the fact that the committee had been unanimous in its action and had
only changed the wording of the bill he introduced by making the
appropriation availableuntil January 1, 1899, instead of June 30, 1899.

This, he pointed out, would give the administration funds beyond
the time of the probable adjournment of Congress. “ We have got
the money in the Treasury to meet this appropriation if it is ex-
pended,” he continued, “ and, therefore, there is not presented with
this proposition one to borrow money or to increase taxation,to
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which almost any other nation on earth would have been obliged to
resort in such an emergency as the one that now confronts us.”

Intended to Ensure Peace.

The appropriation, he conceded, was extraordinary. Its object
was to empower the President in an orderly way to prepare for con-
tingencies. He insisted that this appropriation must not be construed
mto a_threat. Nothing was further from the minds of those who
reported it, he said. This appropriation was to be placed in the hands
of a wise and patriotic Executive to make proper preparatlons to
maintain the national honor, nothing more. “It is not a war appro-
priation,” said he emphatically. “I say that, in my judgxqewgﬁr—
ing my words, it is a peace measure. The government of the United
States would not, if it could, trench upon the rights of any nation on
earth.”

Mr. Sayers, of Texas, the ranking member of the minority, followed
Mr. Cannon; his first statement, to the effect that in the presence of
possible danger this appropriation had met with the hearty and unani-
mous indorsement of the appropriation committee without regard to
party, aroused the House to enthusiasm. He, too, declared that it
could not be construed as a threat. It was simply a wise aad patri-
otic precaution—the arming of the Executive with power to maintain
our dignity after Congress adjourned. Mr. Sayers expressed confi-
dence that the money voted would be wisely and economically ex-
pended, and closed amid great applause by saying that he for one
would be found giving honest and sincere support to the President in
his efforts to support the honor and dignity of the American nation.

Mr. Dockery, Democrat, of Missouri, began by saying that the
hour for action had arrived and the American people must face an
important emergency—an emergency in which no American citizen
could falter or hesitate as to his duty. At such a time, he said, party
lines should fade away and the country should act as one man. The
American people had inherited the priceless boon of freedom from
their ancestors, and there would be heard no discordant vote in re-
sponse to the present demand.
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Mr. Livingston, Democrat, of Georgia, supported the measure in a
vigorous speech. He said he took this position because he believed
that an emergency existed, but he contended that if the administra-
tion had acted as it should have done twelve months ago in declaring
a state of belligerency the present occasion for voting emergency
money would have been avcided. However, the Democrats who
had clamored for action in the past would not now put any obstacles
in the way. They would vote fifty or five hundred millions if neces-
sary, only asking that the President should move promptly and
steadily in his efforts to protect American honor and dignity.

People of the South are United.

Mr. Allen, Democrat, of Mississippi, was next recognized amid
general expectancy. He began by saying that “on account of his
well-known military fame it was natural that the House should expect
to hear from him at this time of emergency.” He did not make a
humorous speech, but a patriotic one. “I desire,” he began, “ to say
for the people I represent and for the Southern section of the country,
for the entire country, that there was never a time when all were so
ready to give an administration all the money it may need to pre-
serve the honor, the dignity and the general welfare of the country,
to say nothing of fair play and justice.” The people of the South, he
continued, asked for nothing more. They are not jingoes nor ex-
tremists, but they are facing the emergency calmly and quietly, only
asking that the country’s institutions and traditions may be protected
and respected. They do not want to hurt anybody and are not urging
any rash action, but they are ready to honor any draft, whether for
men or for money, to keep the flag afloat.

Mr. McRae, Democrat, Arkansas, followed in a similar strain. He
said the occasion was the most important that had confronted the
people in the last half century. The bill could only be defended as
an emergency measure, but as such it deserved the support of all, and
there should be but one sentiment in the entire country. If necessary
to protect our honor or dignity he was willing to increase the appro-
priation to any extent necessary, for the flag which floated over the
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Capital was his flag and the flag of his people and it must be kept
there.

Mr. Bell, Populist, Colorado, spoke earnestly for the bill. There
were, he said, now no Populists, no Republicans, and no Democrats,
but all were American citizens. There was no time to dwell upon
what might have been, but it was enough to know that the time had
come when the government needed support. As for himself he did
not believe that the passage of the bill meant war, but rather peace;
but, be that as it may, the money might be necessary for the defense
of the country, and in the face of such a call he knew neither party
nor section. He hoped there would be no dissent in the House, and
as for himself he was willing to give the President the widest discretion,
believing he would use it wisely.

“This is my own, my Native Land.”

Mr. Northway, Republican, Ohio, declared that he did not consider
the bill a war measure, but rather as one calculated to preserve and
secure peace. At the same time, he said, we all know full well that
there is a spirit of war abroad, and our relations with other countries
appear to render this step necessary. The appropriation was advis-
able because it carried with it the idea of almighty power. This was
a large sum to place in the President’s hands, but Mr. Northway had
no doubt of its wise and patriotic disposal. He was pleased to see
that the members were speaking not as partisans, but as patriots,
bringing to his mind the familiar lines:

Breathes there a man with soul so dead
Who never to himself hath said,
This is my own, my native land.

He hoped that not a dollar of the appropriation would be used, but
if necessary he was willing to vote millions more.

Mr. Grosvenor aroused the House to cheers, by his glowing
eulogy of the President’s patriotism. He began thus:

“Saxon and Norman and Dane are we,
But we are all of us Danes in our welcome to thee.”
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“Thus spake the heart of the great British public when the
daughter of the sea king came to her shores. Democrat and Popu-
list and Republican are we, but we are all true to the flag of our
country to-day. Mr. Speaker, no more inspiring picture can be wit-
nessed anywhere on earth than the demonstrations which we have
seen during the last thirty, sixty and ninety days, of tbe power of a
great people, a free government, not only to stand for the flag of their
country, the unity of the government, the supremacy of the Consti-
tution, but for their dignity and calm exhibit in the face of the world.
The American people have had a great deal to stir the blood of
enthusiasm, a great deal to carry them off the feet of their calm
judgment; but the picture that the world has seen is the picture of a
nation calmly studying every question as it arose, and, as step by step
danger seemed to come, threatening with its dark frowning face, all
distinctions fled away. It will be worth more than $50,000,000 to
the American people to know that the great heart of this people is a
unit in favor of the Government. It needs only a great emergency
to unite the people of this whole country.

A Duty Magnificently Performed.

“I have long thought that it was possible that war might be a
benefit to our country in this direction, but the demonstration of the
last thirty days and its culmination which is to take place in this
capitol to-day and to-morrow, takes the place in the judgment of
mankind of war as an evidence of the unity of a mighty nation.
How magnificently has this duty been approached and performed.
A doubt about the American people? Hesitation about the character
of the Executive? A man who marched and fought at Antietam and
in the Valley of Virginia; who followed thc fortunes of Sheridan in
the great charge of that memorable campaign; who stood from his
boyhood of eighteen years to his manhood in the face and fire of
battle— does anybody doubt where his loyalty is, where his patriotism
is, where his courage is?

“ Calmly and deliberately has he weighed every measure. Calmly
and deliberately has he considered every circumstance, and calmly
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and deliberately behind him have stood seventy millions of people,
confident in him, confident in the patriotism of the people, true and
faithful to the loyalty that has come to us from a thousand battle-
fields that saved the Union. How magnificent it is! I said some
days ago here that I had longed to live until I knew that this people
was a united people. I have always felt that the actions of 1861 to

FORT HAMILTON—HARBOR OF NEW YORK.

1865 were poorly done; that the blood was ill-spilled, if at the end of
this long period we had not a united nation. Thank God, I have
lived to see the hour come, the day dawn, and universal loyalty the
watchword of every man, woman and child.” He concluded with
the statement that he should not vote for this bill as a war measure.

, Mr, Settle, Democrat, Kentucky, spoke eulogistically of the pri-
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vate character of the President. He said he had told the Democrats
of Kentucky that he would support Mr. McKinley in every good work
he might inaugurate, and he was here now to redeem the pledge.
His only regret was that the opportunity had not presented itself
before, for he thought the curtain should be rung down on the hor-
rible drama which was being enacted off the southern border of this
country. Mr. Warner, Republican, Illinois, declared that every one
in the United States who could read or write knew that this was a
war measure, and war, he insisted with great emphasis, was preferable
to dishonorable peace.

Not a Single Dissenting Vote.

When the question was put on the passage of the bill the whole
House rose en masse in its favor, but Mr, Cannon asked for the yeas
and nays. He did so, he said, at the request of many members who
desired that every member should go on record. Every member
present voted for the bill, many of them assuming the responsibility of
breaking their pairs in order to place themselves on record. At the
conclusion of the roll call the speaker had his name called, an unusual
proceeding, and amid great applause voted for the bill. When he
announced the vote, “311 yeas, nays, none,” an enthusiastic demon-
stration occurred.

On March oth, in anticipation of a discussion of the $50,000,000
emergency appropriation bill, people rapidly filled the galleries of the
Senate. Two hours before the Senate convened spectators began to
appear in the galleries to secure desirable seats, and long before 12
o'clock the public and reserved galleries were filled. In the corridors
outside were long lines of surging people anxious to secure admission
to witness a session of the Senate that in its consequences, if not in
its actual proceedings, gave promise of being momentous. In fact,
it was thought that the Senate’s action might mark the beginning of
a new epoch in the country’s history, and the public interest was
fully proportionate to the action the Senate was to take.

On the floor of the Senate the attendance was unusually large
when the Vice-President’s gavel fell, calling the body to order.




HURRIED PREPARATIONS FOR WAR. 43

Nearly all of the members of the appropriations committee, including
the chairman, Mr. Allison, of Iowa, and of the foreign relations com-
mittee, including the chairman, Mr. Davis, of Minnesota, were in
their seats. At the conclusion of the morning business, Mr. Hale, of
Maine, of the appropriations committee, quietly rose and said: “I
report from the committee on appropriations, without amendment, an
act to supply urgent deficiencies for the current year and for other
purposes, and I ask that it be placed on its passage.”

Complete Unanimity in the Senate.

The bill, which was the measure appropriating $50,183,000, of
which $50,000,000 was placed at the disposal of the President for the
national defense, was then, amid an intense silence, read in full. At
the conclusion of the reading, there being no amendment to the bill,
it was placed on its passage. Mr. Hale asked that the yeas and nays
be called. :

Such unanimity as the roll-call developed was as unusual as it was
significant. Pairs were broken on both sides of the chamber in order
that all those present might evince their patriotism and desire to up-
hold the hands of the President in this time of emergency, by voting
directly for the measure. /

Within twenty-six minutes after the Senate had convened, the roll-
call had been completed and the Vice-President had announced that
the bill was passed, 76 Senators having voted in the affirmative,
and not one in the negative. As the Vice-President made his an-
nouncement a slight ripple of applause ran through the galleries, but
the members of the Senate remained calm and dignified, repressing
all enthusiasm, which it was evident from the smiling faces and intense
interest manifested in every look and gesture, a great majority of
them felt. During the roll-call it was authoritatively announced for
every absent Senator that if he were present he would vote ayec.

Following this appropriation there was great activity in putting
our sea coast in a state of defense. In addition to the purchase of
war ships, the forts along the coast were strengthened; wherever
guns were needed they were supplied; ammunition was hurried for-
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ward ; torpedoes and other submarine explosives were laid in the
harbors most exposed, and every effort was made to enable the
nation to resist successfully any attack from an outside enemy. ‘

Many apprehensions were expressed by the towns along the
Atlantic coast, especially the fashionable watering places, that they
would be in danger from a visit by the Spanish navy. Most persons,
however, ridiculed these fears, and expressed the conviction that no
ships of the Spanish navy would be permitted to get near enough to
our sea coast to do any damage.

Orders were at once issued to the officers of the navy and regular
army to hold their commands in readiness. Similar orders were
given by the officers of the various state militias. Work was carried
on night and day to get our naval vessels in condition for service, and
similar activity was shown in providing ammunition and other war
supplies that might be required at an early date.

Offers from many different points poured into Washington, for
raising regiments of volunteers. Some of these came from Grand
Army veterans whose patriotic loyalty to our Government _was as
strong as in the historic days of the great Civil War. Wohile_there
was a general desire to avoid an armed conflict, there was also a
quick appreciation of the situation and an carnest desire to_defend
the country’s honor and carry her flag through the conflict in
triumph.
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CHAPTER IIL
Story of the Battleship Maine.

HE destruction of the first-class cruiser Maine in the harbor of
Havana on the night of February 15, 1898, causing not only
the loss of the ship, but the instant death of 266 of our

brave sailors and marines, greatly aggravated the situation, already
complicated, aroused the indignation of all American citizens and
awakened a spirit of resentment that could not be suppressed. Not
only our Government at Washington, but the people throughout
the land, shared in this feeling and loud denunciations against Spanish
treachery were heard on every side.

The theory on the part of Spain that the destruction of the Maine
was an accident caused by the explosion of its own magazines was
not fully accepted at first, and afterward was utterly rejected when
the report of the Naval Board of Inquiry was made public. This
report, as will be seen presently, fixed the responsibility for this
appalling calamity upon the Spanish officials at Havana. At least,
this was the inference, for the report clearly stated that the explosion
was due to a submarine mine in the harbor.

The Maine Ordered to Havana.

It will be of great interest to the reader to have a detailed account
of the loss of one of our first-class cruisers, an event which had much
to do with the subsequent action of Congress and the demands made
by our Government upon Spain.

When it was announced on January 24th by the Secretary of the
Navy, that the second-class battleship Maine had been ordered to
Havana, there was a commotion in the national House of Representa-
tives. Nearly all of them were for war. In the north wing of the
Capitol building there was neither commotion nor excitement. The
Senators are altogether different in their antecedents and efvironments.
As a matter of fact the sending of the battleship Maine to Havana

45



46 STORY OF THE BATTLESHIP MAINE.

would have amounted to nothing worthy of more than passing men-
tion but for the fact that there was misapprehension everywhere, and
the rumor makers were making many miles of telegraphic wire hot
with all sorts of speculations from Washington.

President McKinley followed the Cleveland policy in Cuban affairs,
and was bringing about a new policy so slowly that only those who
were most conversant with vast problems of statecraft could see
through it all the superior development of a masterful campaign of an
international character.

‘War Vessels in Cuban Waters.

It was thought. that Germany or Austria, or both of these powers,
were likely to be brought into antagonism to this country in the event
of any overt action on our part which would not meet with the
approval of the civilized world. That one fact must be borne in mind
to understand the policy of our administration. German war vessels
were in the vicinity of Havana. That seemed strange to the super-
ficial observer. It had long been anticipated by the real statesmen of
this country. Because of the anticipation of this event, the Secretary
of the Navy in October, 1897, announced that during the following
winter the North Atlantic Squadron would be sent to Dry Tortugas
for the winter evolutions. At the proper time, in the fulfilment of the
thoroughly developed policy of the administration, the squadron went
to that locality. The German war-ships made their appearance, and
the battleship Maine went to Havana. The entire plan was carried
out.

Under existing circumstances there might have been international
inquiry concerning the dispatch of a powerful battleship to Havana
from this country, but it will be observed that as it was a natural and
friendly act for Germany to send warships to Havana, it was also per-
fectly natural that the United States should send a war vessel there.
No offense was intended on the part of Germany; therefore, why
should offense be assumed when our Government sent a war vessel to
that Spanish port to pay a friendly visit? It all seemed so perfectly
natural that there was no occasion for alarm or apprehension.
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Accordingly the United States battleship Maine, commanded by
Captain Charles D. Sigsbee, which left Key West, Fla., on January
24th, arrived in Havana harbor at 11 o’clock on the morning of the
25th, and was saluted by the forts and war vessels.

Shortly after the
arrival of the Maine,
Lieutenant Albert
Medrano, represent-
ing the captain of
the port, Vice-Ad-
miral Jose Pastor,
visited the United

States  battleship
and extended the

customary courte-
sies. The arrival of
the warship caused
much surprise and |
occasioned consid-

erable curiosity.
A naval lieuten-

ant of the Spanish
crusier Alfonso
XII., the Spanish
flagship, visited the
Maine early in the
afternoon, as did
also an officer of
the German cruiser
Gneisenau, the schoolship. Both visits were returned by Captain
Sigsbee, who at 6 o’clock called upon Rear-Admiral Vicente Man-
terola, at the Admiralty Office, and upon Vice-Admiral Pastor, after
which he had a prolonged conference with Consul-General Lee. The
Consul-General returned Captain Sigsbee’s visit the next, day.

The Maine went to Havana to receive orders from Consul-

GENL. LEE—U. S. CONSUL AT HAVANA,
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General Lee. Captain Sigsbee expressed himself as much gratified
by the reception tendered him and the courtesy and cordiality shows.,
The Maine bore a peaceful mission. The American newspaper
correspondents gave a banquet to Captain Sigsbee, Consul-General ¥
Lee and a numaber of Spanish officers. For several nights all the
wharves were crowded with people anxious to get a glimpse of the
American warship. The Maine played her searchlight on the arsenal
and the fortifications.

News of the Appalling Disaster.

On February 16th the whole country was startled by the news that
the United States battleship Maine had been destroyed by a mys-
terious explosion while lying in the harbor of Havana. The latest
reports placed the loss of life at 253, including two officers. The
disaster caused the most intense excitement at Washington and
throughout the country, and, while no definite statement could be
made at the time, there was a strong suspicion in many quarters that
the explosion was not an accident.

Secretary Long of the Navy stated that advices from Havana indi-
cated that the explosion was accidental, but details were so meagre
that a full investigation would be necessary to determine its origin.
As yet no other warships had been ordered to Havana; General Lee
reported that all was quiet there.

Senators and Congressmen hesitated about expressing an opinion
on the affair, but said that a prompt and rigid investigation should be
instituted. One theory advanced was that dynamite was smuggled
aboard the ship in the coal which the Maine had taken on at Havana.

The first despatch of the Associated Press was dated February 16th,
and was as follows: ‘“At a quarter of 10 o’clock last night a terrible
explosion took place on board the United States battleship Maine in
Havana harbor. Many were killed or wounded. All the boats of
the Spanish cruiser Alfonso XII. are assisting. As yet the cause of
the explosion is not apparent. The wounded sailors of the Maine
are unable to explain it. It is believed that the cruiser is totally
destroyed. The explosion shook the whole city.
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“The correspondent of the Associated Press conversed with several
of the wounded sailors, and understands from them that the explo-
sion took place while they were asleep, so that they can give no
particulars as to the cause. The wildest consternation prevails in
Havana. The wharves are crowded with thousands of people. Itis
believed the explosion occurred in a small powder magazine. Ata
quarter of 11 o’clock what remains of the Maine is still burning.
Captain Sigsbee and some other officers have been saved. It is esti-
mated that over one hundred of the crew were killed, but it is impos-
sible as yet to give exact details.

Prompt Assistance for the Wounded.

“ Admiral Manterola has ordered that boats of all kinds should go
to the assistance of the Maine and her wounded. The Havana
firemen are giving aid, tending carefully to the wounded as they are
brought on shore. It is a terrible sight. The authorities of Havana
have been ordered by Captain General Blanco to take steps'to help
the Maine’s crew in every way possible. The correspondent of
the Associated Press has been near the Maine in one of the boats
of the cruiser Alfonso XII, and seen others of the wounded who
corroborate the statement of those first interviewed, that they were
already asleep when the explosion occurred.

“ Captain Sigsbee says the explosion occurred in the bow of the
vessel. Orders were given to the other officers to save themselves as
they could. The latter, who were literally thrown from their bunks
in their night clothing, gave the necessary orders with great self-pos-
session and bravery. At 11.30 the Maine continues burning.

“The first theory is that there was a preliminary explosion in the
Santa Barbara (Magazine) with powder or dynamite below water.
Admiral Manterola believes that the first explosion was of a grenade
shell that was hurled over the navy yard.”

The first report of Captain Sigsbee to the Secretary of the Navy
was contained in the following telegram:

“Maine blown up in Havana harbor, 9.40, and destroyed. Many
wounded, and doubtless more killed and drowned. Wounded and




STORY OF THE BATTLESHIP MAINE. 51

others on board Spanish man-of-war and Ward Line steamer. Send
light-house tenders from Key West for crew. Few pieces of equip-
ment still above water. No one had other clothes than those upon
him.

“Public opinion should be suspended until further report.

“ All officers believed to be saved. Jenkins and Merritt not yet
accounted for. Many Spanish officers, including representative of
General Blanco, now with me and express sympathy. * SiGsBEE.”

Trying to Account for the Explosion.

The officers referred to in the despatch were Lieut. Friend W.
Jenkins and Assistant Engineer Darwin R. Merritt. From the word-
ing of the despatch the Navy Department thought it possible that
these officers were on shore at the time of the explosion. Subsequent
investigation, however, proved that they were among the lost. The
body of Lieut. Jenkins was conveyed to his home at Pittsburg and
was buried amidst a most impressive public demonstration.

During the day following the explosion unofficial reports came into
the Navy Department in regard to it, one of them being that the
Maine did not sink until two hours after the explosion. This caused
the naval officers a good deal of speculation, and they were of the
opinion that the explosion was from the inside, and that it was caused
by treachery. The opinion was expressed that it was caused by dy-
namite in the coal supplied by the Spanish and taken on board at
Havana. It was a well-known fact in the Navy Department that this
method of smuggling explosives on board vessels had been attempted
by the Spaniards before, especially in Havana. One very prominent
naval officer, in giving his theory, said that the greatest care had
been exercised in shipping coal, because of the fact being known that
an effort was made by the Spanish Jast year to blow up merchant
vessels by concealing high explosives in large lumps of coal, the me-
thod being to cut open a lump, insert dynamite, and seal it up again.
This was known to have been tried on one or two vessels of the Ward
Line, and the officials said that they had to watch almost every piece
of coal put into the bunkers.
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The President refused to see almost all the callers who flocked to
the White House in the morning, because soon after 10 o’clock he
sent messages to the four members of the Cabinet then in the city to
come to the White House. Secretary Long and Secretary Gage
responded to the summons at once, and were closeted with the Presi-
dent when the despatch from Havana without a signature was received.
As the day progressed, the excitement, not only in the Department,
but on the street, increased.

Senator Thurston, who was asked his opinion as to the situation,
replied in the most emphatic language that it was treachery, and, in
his opinion, war was moving rapidly toward us. Senator Burrows,
however, after calling at the White House, expressed an opinion that
the explosion was an accident.

Secretary Long, for the President, sent this telegram of condolence
to Captain Sigsbee:

“ SigsBEE, U. S. S. Maine, Havana:

“The President directs me to express for himself and the people of
the United States his profound sympathy with the officers and crew
of the Maine, and desires that no expense be spared in providing for
the survivors and the care of the dead.

“Joun D. Long, Secretary.”

Despatch from the Captain of the Maine.

The President recalled his invitations for receptions in the evening
and the following night, owing to the disaster which had befallen the
American Navy. While Secretary Long was with the President the
following detailed despatch from Captain Sigsbee, commander of the
Maine, was brought to him:

“ Advise sending wrecking vessel at once. Maine submerged ex-
cept debris, mostly work for divers now. Jenkins and Merritt still
missing. Little hope for their safety. Those known to be saved are:
Officers, 24 uninjured; crew, 18: wounded now on board Ward
Line steamer, in City Hospital, and at hotel, 59, so far as known
All others went down on board or near the Maine. Total lost or
missing, 253.
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“With several exceptions, no officer or man has more than part
of a suit of clothing, and that is wet with harbor water. Officers
saved are uninjured. Damage was in compartments of crew. Am
preparing to telegraph list of wounded and saved. Olivette leaves
for Key West at 1 p. m. Will send by her to Key West the officers
saved except myself, and Wainwright, Holman, Henneberger, Ray
and Holden. Will turn over three uninjured boats to Captain of
Port, with request for safe keeping. Will send all wounded men to
hospital at Havana. “ SIGSBEE.”

Account by an Officer on Board.

Captain Sigsbee was on deck when the explosion came. It was in
the bow of the vessel. A sentry stationed at the bow was unhurt.
In fact he had seen nothing suspicious. One officer said of the
explosion :

“I was in my bunk. When I got on deck fire had started forward.
There was a good strong breeze. The call for all hands on deck was
promptly obeyed, and the men and officers were perfectly cool. All
possible efforts were made to check the fire, but without avail. The
flames spread rapidly, and several explosions occurred. Magazines
were burst open and explosives were thrown overboard. In half an
hour it was apparent nothing could save the ship. The first explo-
sion wounded many, but how many it is impossible to say. Some
were struggling in the water. I was crowded overboard, and remem-
bered nothing more until reaching the wharf.”

Two members of the Cabinet, who spent some time with the Presi-
dent, stated that everything so far received indicated that the loss of
the Maine was due to an accident. Captain Sigsbee, in his telegrams
from Havana, declared that he was not prepared to express an opin-
ion on this point.

As already stated the news of the explosion of the Maine caused
the greatest sensation in Washington. The morning papers had had
the mere announcement of the fact, but by 9 o’clock the newsboys
were crying extras, and as the streets were full of officials going to
the Departments, the terrible news soon spread, and the general opin-
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ion seemed to prevail that this would cause a fresh and serious com-
plication with Spain. Some of the papers charged the cause of the
explosion to Spanish treachery, but Secretary Long, who called at
the White House at 8.30 o’clock, gave his opinion that it was an acci-
dent, and, like Captain Sigsbee, asked for a suspension of public opin-
ion until the true cause of the explosion was known.

It must be confessed, however, that there was a general expression
of opinion that it was a very strange accident to occur under the bow
of the vessel, and naval officers and attaches around the Department
did not hesitate to talk in a most outspoken manner as to their opin-
ion, and that it was not an accident. General Lee’s despatches and
that of Captain Sigsbee, declaring that no war vessels were necessary,
and asking the Secretary of the Navy not to send any, seemed to im-
press the officials that no great danger was imminent.

Kagerly Awaiting Full Particulars.

The greatest apprehension, however, was felt that now so many
United States sailors had been landed in Havana under such peculiar
circumstances, that the jack tars might get into a fracas with the Span-
iards and cause trouble like that caused by the sailors of the Baltimore
in Chile some years ago.

“I don’t think there was any treachery in the explosion of the
Maine,” said Secretary of the Navy Long, as he left the White House
at g o'clock in the morning. “Judging from the fact that Captain
Sigsbee telegraphs to ask for the suspension of public opinion, and
General Lee cables that it looks as if the cause was the explosion of
a powder magazine, that other despatches gave different reasons, and
that those in charge telegraph that they do not want war vessels to
be sent there, I am of the opinion that it was an accident, and a ter-
rible one at that. I do not think there is any cause for alarm. I
have just seen the President. We have had no late despatches, but
expect full particulars later in the day. As General Lee telegraphs
there is no need for war vessels, none will be sent there at once, but

e will send one later to take the place of the Maine. There is
nothing for us to do now but wait. Captain Sigsbee is in charge, and




o

STORY OF THE BATTLESHIP MAINE. 55

we have perfect confidence in him. The message I sent to him this
morning expresses the President’s feeling in the matter.”

The Secretary sent, at the same time, word that he had acted in the
matter, and his course was fully approved by the President. The
Secretary ordered Commander Dickins to comply at once with Cap-
tain Sigsbee’s request, and, consequently, the Navigation Bureau sent

_ a despatch to the Commandant of the Lighthouse Station at Key

West, ordering the lighthouse-tender Mangrove to proceed at once
to Havana. Word came back that the tender had started with two
doctors, and that the Fern had been despatched with Captain Sigs-
bee’s telegram to Admiral Sicard, at Dry Tortugas.

Growing Suspicion of Treachery.

The President did not anticipate any serious complications over the
matter, and said that until full particulars arrived it looked as if the
affair was an accident. It must be confessed, however, that this
feeling was not shared by the members of Congress, and many offi-
cials. Owing to meagre details which reached Washington and the
suspicious character of the explosion, it was but natural to feel that
it was something more than an accident which blew up the warship
and caused the death of so many sailors. It was predicted that from
this state of feeling, there would be an explosion in Congress on both
sides of the Capitol, and unless some definite statement was received
soon, exciting incidents would surely take place.

The efforts of the Secretary of the Navy to discourage the assump-
tion that the explosion was designed was precautionary merely. The
Secretary had no means of judging the cause of the explosion, other
than that sent the general public, except the knowledge of the pre-
cautions taken on shipboard to guard against accidents. To intimate
that it had been anything but an accident would be a grave indiscre-
tion on his part, and he must necessarily assume that it was an acci-
dent until full information showed the contrary. At the same time,
inferences based upon the meagre information received and the
knowledge of the department as to the location and contents of the
magazine and the protection afforded, led to the strong suspicion that
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the explosion was designed. The feeling, not uttered above a whis-
per, but undoubtedly entertained in the department, was that the
explosion was not an accident.

The news of the Maine disaster was received at the Spanish Lega-
tion in Washington with horror and was the occasion for many
expressions of the most profound regret and condolence. Early in
the day Senor du Bosc, the Spanish Charge d’Affaires, received a
message from Captain-General Blanco, which had been filed at Havana
at 2 o’clock in the morning. It 'read as follows:

“With profound regret I have to inform you that the American
ship Maine in this harbor blew up by an undoubtedly chance accident,
believed to have resulted from an explosion of the boiler of the
dynamo. Immediately following the accident, all the disposable ele-
ments of the capital hastened to the spot to extend every aid possi-
ble. These included the force of the marine fire brigade and all the
Generals in Havana, among them my chief of staff. There have been
deaths and wounded. I have sent an aide-de-camp to offer every
assistance to the North American Consul that he may wish for. I
will forward further details as they become available.  “Branco.”

Spanish Theory of an Accident.

Senor du Bosc expressed the most profound regret at the occur-
ence. He said: “Of course I look upon the horror as due in every
respect and solely and simply to an accident. That is the clear and
unequivocal statement of the authorities at Havana, and all the evi-
dence thus far available goes to sustain it.” Asked if the disaster
possibly could have any adverse effect upon the relations between
Spain and the United States, he responded with a decided negative
and the statement that the affair was wholly an accident. Senor du
Bosc hastened to the State Department soon after receiving the
Blanco cablegram for the purpose of expressing his deep condolence
to the authorities and of communicating the Captain-General’s des-
patch to Secretary Sherman and Mr. Day, the Assistant Secretary.
To both of them he expressed personally and officially the most pro-
found regret.
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James Rowe, ship’s cook, when asked how the explosion happened,
replied, “ I don’t know. I turned into my hammock at eight o'clock,
and heard three bells strike. I don’t remember anything more until
I felt myself turning over and over, and falling heavily upon the deck
through a mass of smoke. I got on my feet and worked my way on
deck. When I got there the superstructure deck was dipping under
water, and I jumped overboard to keep from being drawn down in
the suction. I was picked up by a boat from the Spanish man-of-war.
Four more were picked up by the same boat.”

Refused to Tell his Name.

One poor fellow, whose face was injured past all recognition, was
lying on a cot in the hospital at Havana; when asked his name, he
mumbled back, through horribly swollen lips, “ My folks would feel
uneasy if I told you.”

For some time it was supposed by many that the explosion took
place in the magazine used for the storage of gun-cotton for the tor-
pedoes. The vessel lay with her bows wholly submerged, and only
a part of her stern showing. The explosion, which shook the city
from one end to another, created the wildest excitement. All the
electric lights were put out by the shock. Fire engines rushed madly
from one direction to another, and no one knew for certain from
which direction the explosion came.

The center of interest in the Maine disaster was transferred at
once to Washington. A resolution appropriating $200,000 to raise
the hulk of the ill-fated vessel was passed by both Houses of Con-
gress. In the Senate, the consideration of the Allen resolution for a
Senatorial investigation of the tragedy evoked warm words. Senator
Mason, of Illinois, attacked the Administration for its alleged secrecy
in connection with the affair. In a sharp reply, strongly defending
the Administration, Senator Wolcott, of Colorado, said that war might
be near at hand, but we should meet the crisis witk the dignity
befitting a great nation. '

The Navy Department received word from Captain Sigsbee that
divers would begin work on the Maine’s wreck at once. The Maine’s
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captain described the funeral of the ship’s dead in Havana as a
most impressive event. The Spanish cruiser Viscaya arrived off
Sandy Hook on February 18th; she entered New York harbor the
next morning. The police authorities took special precautions to
prevent hostile demonstrations while she was in port.

Telegrams of Condolence from Abroad.

The news of the destruction of the Maine and the appalling loss
of life not only shocked the American people, but produced a profound
impression abroad. Telegrams of condolence began to pour into
Washington—among others one from Queen Victoria, expressing her
sympathy with the American people on the occasion of the sad dis-
aster that had befallen our navy. Similar telegrams were received
from Emperor William of Germany, President Faure of France, and
from other countries, all expressing profound horror at the catastrophe
which resulted in the loss of so many lives.

Soon detailed accouats of the explosion from the marines on board
the Maine were made public. Lieutenant John J. Blandin, of Balti-
more, one of the Maine’s survivors, gave a succinct account of the
disaster, saying that not for some time was he able to recollect the
sequence of events in the awful ten minutes following the explosion.

Lieutenant Blandin said: “I was on watch, and when the men had
been piped below I looked down the main hatches and over the side
of the ship. Everything was absolutely normal. I walked aft to the
quarter deck behind the rear turret, asis allowed after 8 o’clock in the
evening, and sat down on the port side, where I remained for a few
minutes. Then for some reason I cannot explain to myself now, I
moved to the starboard side and sat down there. I was feeling a bit
glum, and in fact was so quiet that Lieutenant J. Hood came up and
asked laughingly if I was asleep. I said, ‘ No, I am on watch.’

“Scarcely had I spoken when there came a dull, sullen roar.
Would to God that I could biot out the sound and the scenes that
followed. Then came a sharp explosion—some say numerous deto-
nations. I remember only one. It seemed to me that the sound
.came from the port side forward. Then came a perfect rain of mis-
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siles of all descriptions, from huge pieces of cement to blocks of
wood, steel railings, fragments of gratings, and all the debris that
would be detachable in an explosion.

“I was struck on the head by a piece of cement and knocked
down, but I was not hurt, and got to my feet in a moment. Lieuten-
ant Hood had run to the poop, and, I supposed, as I followed he was
dazed by the shock and about to jump overboard. I hailed him, and
he answered that he had run to the poop to help lower the boats.
When I got there, though scarce a minute could have elapsed, I had
to wade in water to my knees, and almost instantly the quarter deck
was awash. On the poop I found Captain Sigsbee, as cool as if at a
ball, and soon all the officers except Jenkins and Merritt joined us.

Sigsbee’s Order to Abandon the Ship.

“ Captain Sigsbee ordered the launch and gig lowered, and the
officers and men, who by this time had assembled, got the boats out,
and rescued a number in the water. Captain Sigsbee ordered Lieu-
tenant Commander Wainwright forward to see the extent of the
damage and if anything could be done to rescue those forward or to
extinguish the flames, which followed close upon the explosion and
burned fiercely as long as there were any combustibles above water to
feed them. Lieutenant Commander Wainwright on his return re-
ported the total and awful character of the calamity, and Captain
Sigsbee gave the last sad order, ‘ abandon ship,’ to men overwhelmed
with grief indeed, but calm and apparently unexcited.

“ Meanwhile, four boats from the Spanish cruiser Alfonso XII
arrived, to be followed soon by two from the Ward Line steamer
City of Washington. The two boats lowered first from the City of
Washington were found to be riddled with flying debris from the
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