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INTRODUCTION.
(D

T the time this tract was written the destinies,
immediate and prospective, of the Protestant iaith
seemed to lay wholly in the laps of five women,
viz i —

CATHERINE DE MEDICT, Queen of France.

MARIE DE LORRAINE, Queen Regent of Scot-
land, whose sole heir was her daughter MARYV
>l afierwards Queen of Scots,

Mary Tupor, Queen of England, having for her heu' apparent the
Princess ELIZABETH.

Of these, the last—also of least account at this moment, being in
confinement — was the only hope of the Reformers. The other four,
largely directing the affairs of three kingdoms, were steadfastly hostile to
the new faith. Truly, the odds were heavy against it. Who could have
anticipated that within three years of the writing of this book both Marvy
TUDOR and MARY DE LORRAINE would have passed away ;. that KNOX
himself would have been in Scotland carrying on the Reformation ; and
that EvIzapirH would have commenced her marvellous reign. 3o vast
a change in the political world was quite beyond all reasonable foresight.

Meanwhile there was only present to the vision and heart of the
Reformer as he gazed seaward from Dieppe, but the unceasing blaze of
the martyr fires spreading from Smithfield all over England, Month after
month this horrid work was deliberately carried on and was increasing in
intensity.

We se our countrie set furthe for a pray to foreine nations,
we heare the blood of our brethren, the membres of Christ
Iesus most cruellie to be shed, and the meonstruous empire
of a cruell women (the secrete counsel of God excepted) we
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knowe to be the onlie occasion of all the miseries: and yet
with silence we passe the time as thogh the mater did
nothinge appertein to vs. 4. 3.

The vigour of the persecution had struck all heart out of the Pro-
testants. Was this to go on for ever?

Heart-wrung at the ruthless slaughter—as.we, in our day, have been by
the horrors of the Indian mutiny or of the Bulgarian atrocities—the
Reformer sought to know the occasion of all these calamities. At that
moment, he foundit in the Empire of Woman. Afterwards he referred much
of this book to the time in which it was written {##. 58 and 611, Shall we
say that his heart compelled his head to this argument, that his indigna-
tion entangled his understanding on this subject? Just as MILTON was
led to the discussion of the conditions of divorce, through his desertion
by his wife MARY POWELL; so the fiery martyrdoms of England led
KNox to denounce the female sex in the person of her whom we still calk
“Bloody Mary " that was the occasion of them all. :

If in the happiest moment of his happiest dream, JoHN KNOX could
have foreseen our good and revered Queen VICTORIA reigning in the
hearts of the millions of her subjects, and ruling an Empire wider by far
than these of Spain and Portugal in his day; if he could have seen
England and Scotland ONE COUNTRY, bearing the name which, asalmost
of prophecy, he has foreshadowed for them in this tract, “the Ile of
greate Britanny ;” if he could have beheld that one country as it now
abides in its strength and its wealth, the most powerful of European
states ; if he could have realized free Italy with Rome, the Popes
without temporal power, and modern civilisation more than a match for
Papal intrigues; if he could have known that the gospel for which he
lived had regenerated the social life of Great Britain, that it was the
confessed basis of our political action and the perennial spring of our
Christian activities, so that not merely in physical strength, but in moral
force and mental enlightenment we are in the van of the nations of the
world ; if the grea Scotch Reformer had but had a glimpse of this present
reality, this tract would never have been written, and he would willingly
have sung the pzean of aged STMEON and passed out of this life.

But this work was the offspring of the hour of darkness, if not of
despair. Something must be done. A warrior of the pen, he would
forge a general argument against all female rule that would inclusively
destroy the legal right of MARY to continue these atrocities.
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IL.

HE first note of this trumpet blast, “ The Kingdom apper-
teineth to our GOD,” shows us the vast difference between
& the way in which men regarded the Almighty Being then and
el now. Shall we say that the awe of the Dexty has departed !
Now so much stress is laid on the Fatherhood of GOD : in KNOX’s time
it was His might to defend His own or teo take vengeance on all their
murderers. Both views are true. Nevertheless this age does seem wanting
in a general and therough reverence for His great name and character.
Knox seems like some great Hebrew seer when he thus pronounces
the doom of MARY and her adherents.

The same God, who did execute this greuous punishment,
euen by the handes of those, whom he suffred twise to
be ouercomen in batel, doth this day retein his power and
iustice. Cursed Iesabel of England, with the pestilent and
detestable generation of papistes, make no litle bragge and
boast, that they haue triumphed not only against Wyet, but
also against all such as haue entreprised any thing against
them or their procedinges. But let her and them consider,
that yet they haue not preuailed against god, his throne is
more high, then that the length of their hornes be able to
reache. And let them further consider, that in the beginning
of their bloodie reigne, the haruest of their iniquitie was not
comen to full maturitie and ripenes. No, it was so grene, so
secret I meane, so couered, and so hid with hypocrisie, that
some men (euen the seruantes of God) thoght it not im-
possible, but that wolues might be changed in to lambes, and
also that the vipere might remoue lier natural venom. But
God, who doth reuele in his time apointed the secretes of
hartes, and that will haue his iudgementes iustified euen by
the verie wicked, hath now geuen open testimonie of her and
their beastlie crueltie. TFor man and woman, learned and
vnlearned, nobles and men of baser sorte, aged fathers and
tendre damiselles, and finailie the bones of the dead, aswell
women as men haue tasted of their tyrannie, so that now
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not onlie the blood of father Latimer, of the milde man of
God the bishop of Cantorburie, of learned and discrete

Ridley, of innocent ladie Tane dudley, and many godly and

worthie preachers, that can not be forgotten, such as fier

hath consumed, and the sworde of tyrannie moste vniustlie
hath shed, doth call for vengeance in the eares of the Lord

God of hostes: but also the sobbes and teares of the poore

oppressed, the groninges of the angeles, the watch men of

the Lord, yea and euerie earthlie creature abused by their

tyrannie do continuallie crie and call for the hastie execution

of the same. I feare not to say, that the day of vengeance,

whiche shall apprehend that horrible monstre Iesabal of

England, and suche as maintein her monstruous crueltie, is

alredie apointed in the counsel of the Eternall ; and I verelie
beleue that it is so nigh, that she shall not reigne so long in
tyrannie, as hitherto she hath done, when God shall declare

him selfe to be her ennemie, when he shall poure furth

contempt vpon her, according to her crueltie, and shal kindle

the hartes of such, as sometimes did favor her with deadly

hatred against her, that they may execute his iudgementes.

And therfore let such as assist her, take hede what they do.

Within a year of the writing of this MARY TUDCR was dead, and the
system of which she was the centre was dead too.

I1I.

Aot
Marie of England is the roote of Jesse. . 46.

That most important testimony that the Reformation under EDWARD
V1 was mainly the work of the King and his court; as it had been in
the days of his father HENRY VIII,

For albeit thou diddest not cease to heape benefit vpon
benefit, during the reigne of an innocent and tendre king,



er

fnTrODUCTION. xill

yet no man did acknowledge thy potent hand and meruelouse
working. The stoute courage of capitaines, the .. ,vme

witte and policie of counselers, the learning of §oo 4

‘bishoppes, did robbe the of thy glorie and honor. €5 2,
For what then was heard, as concerning religion, ¢"¥

but the kinges procedinges, the kinges procedinges must
be obeyed? It is enacted by parliament: therefore it is

treason to speake in the contrarie. 2. 30.

The political shrewdness of the Writer on the entanglement of England
in the Spanish War against France, whereby we lost Calais on the 6th

January 1558,

They see their owne destruction, and yet they haue no
grace to auoide it. Yea they are becomen so The nalilitie
~ blinde, that knowing the pit, they headlong cast reafme o

. . England, caste
them selues into the same; as the nobilitie of rhemseines

England, do this day, fighting in the defense of their P A

mortall ennemie the spaniard. TIinallic they are so destitute
ot vnderstanding and ifudgement, that althogh they knowe
that there is a libertie and fredome, the whiche their prede-
cessors haue inioyed; yet are they compelled to bowe their
neckes vnder the yoke of Satan, and of his proude ministres,
pestilent papistes and proude spaniardes. And yet can they
not consider that where a woman reigneth and papistes beare
authoritie, that there must nedes Satan be president of the

counsel. 2. 31.

The absence of any specific allusion to Calais shows that this book was
wholly written before its capture.

Next, in the imagery with which he expresseé; his insight into the
nature of things. As

It is a thing verie difficile to a man, (be he neuver so con.
stant) promoted to honors, not to be tickled some what with
pride ({or the winde of vaine glorie doth easelie carie vp the
drie dust of the earth). 4. 1q.

The wise, politic, and quee? spirites of this world. 2 8.
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The veritie of God is of that nature, that at one time or at
- The propertie Other, it will pourchace to it selfe audience. Itis

roddes

truth. an odour and smell, that can not be suppressed,
yea it is a trumpet that will sound in despite of the aduer-
sarie. g.7.

Lastly, the marvellous lashing of women, throughout : climaxing in

Woman . . . the porte and gate of the deuil. 4 19

iv.

this “watchman of the LORD” at the national subjection, t‘ne
A fiery martyrdoms, “the sobs and tears of the poor oppressed ;7

= than the expression of any fundamental prmmplF~ on which
GOD has constituted human sdciety. Intellectually, there is partiality,
forgetfulness and disproportion in the argument. It applies as much te
a Man as to 2 Woman, and more to a wicked than a good ‘Woman. He
started on the assumption that almost all women ir authority were wicked.
Time however alters many things ; and he lived to love and reverence
Queen ELIZABETH.

So these trumpet notes are the outpouring of a very great nature, if not
of a great thinker ; of one whaose absolute and dauntless devotion to GOD,
to truth, to right, whose burning indignation against wrong-doing and
faith in the Divine vengeance to overtake it, fitted him fo do a giaat’s
work in the Keformation, and will enshrine lns memory m the affection

of all good men till time shall end.
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ExTtracrs rrom

Mg, Davip LaiNnGg’s PREFACE.

With some other hints, gratefully acknowledged, .

" F the various writings of the Reformer, no one was the
occasion of exciting greater odium than his Firv2 Blast

althﬂugh he had no intention of ultimately concealing his name. HI.S
purpose was, as e tells us, “ Thrice to Blow the Trumpet in the same
matter, if GOD so permit,” ahd, on the last occasion, to anncunce himself
as the writer, to prevent any blame being imputed to others. This in-
tention, it is well known, was never carried into effect. That KNOX's
views were in harmony with those of his colleagues, GOODMAN,
WHITTINGHAM, and GILBY, need hardly be stated : but the reception of
the little work fully confirmed the Author’s opinion, that it would not
escape “the reprehension of many.” This may in a great measure be
attributed to the course of public events within a few months of its
publication.

The subject of Female Government had engaged his attention at an
earlicr period. One of his Questions submitted to BULLINGER in 1554

as “ Whether a Female can preside over, and rule a kingdom by divine
right /7 And in answer to some doubts regarding the Apparel of Women,
he himself says that “if women take upon them the office which GOD
hath assigned to men, they shall not escape the Divine malediction.” In
his Additions to the Ageology for the Profestants in prison ai Paris, he
expresses his conviction that the government of Princes had come to
that state of iniguity that “no godly person can enjoy office or authority
under them.” This assertion indeed was mnot specially applicable to
Female government, but his feelings in reference to the persecutions in
England under MARY, and in Scotland under the Queen Regent, impelled
him to treat of a subject which alI others at the time seemed most
sedulously to avoid,
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His Airst Blast was probably written at Dieppe towards the ead
of 1557 ; and it was printed early in the following year at Geneva, as is
apparent upon comparison with other books from the press of JOHN
CRESPIN in that city. .

A copy of the work having been sent to JOHN FOX, then residing at
Basle, he wrote “ a loving and friendly letter ? to the author, in which he
expostulates with him on the impropriety of the publication. In Knox’s
reply, dated the 18th of May 1558, he says, he will not excuse “ his rude
vehemencie and inconsidered affirmations, which may appear rather to
proceed from choler than of zeal or reason.” *7To me,” he adds, “it is
enough to say, that black is not white, and man’s tyranny and foolishness
is not GOD’s perfect ordinance.”

The similar work of GOODMAN on Qbedicnce to Superior Powers which
appeared at Geneva about the same time, was also suggested by the
persecuting spirit which then prevailed. But both works were published
somewhat unseasonably,as such questions on Government and Obedience,
it is justly observed, might have been more fitly argued when a King
happened to fill the throne. The termns wsed by GOODMAN in reference
to Mary, Queen of England, are not less violent than unseemly. She
died on the 17th of November 1558, and her successor regarded the
authors of those works with the utmost dislike ; although neither of them,
in their writings, had any special reference or the least intention of giving
offence to Queen ELIZARETH.

That these works, and every person supposed to entertain similar
sentiments, should be regarded with marked aversionby Queen ELIZABETH,
need excite no surprise.

In the beginning of the year 1559, CaLvin having revised and
republished his Comumentaries on ISA14 5, originally dedicated to EDWARD
VI.in 1551 ; he addressed the work in a printed Zg45#/e to Her Majesty :
but his messenger brought him back word that his homage was not kindly
received by Her Majesty, because she had been offended with him by
reason of some writings published with his approbation at Geneva.

CALVIN felt so greatly annoyed at this imputation, that he addressed a
letter * to Sir WILLIAM CECIL, in which he expresses himself with no small
degree of asperity on the subject of KNoX's First Blast, He says—

Two years ago [i.e, in 1557] JouN Knox asked of me, in a
private conversation, what I thought about the Government
of Women, I candidly replied, that as it was a deviation
from the original and proper order of nature, it was to be

1 ‘The letter is not dated, but it was subsequent to one written on the zoth of January 1z59 [ie.
15601, Zurick Letters. Second Series, p. 33.
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ranked, no less than slavery, among the punishments
consequent upon the fall of man: but that there were
occasionally women so endowed, that the singular good
qualities which shone forth in them made it evident that
" they were raised up by Divine authaority ; either that GOD
designed by such examples to condemn the inactivity of men,
or for the better setting forth of His own glory. I brought
forth HurpaH and Dzsoras; and added, that GOD did
not vainly promise by the mouth of Isaram that “ Queens
should be nursing mothers of the Church”; by which
prerogative it is very evident that they are distinguished from
females in private life. 1 came at length to this conclusion,
. that since, both by custom, and public consent, and long
practice, it hath been established, that realms and princi-
palities may descend to females by hereditary right, it did
not appear to me necessary to move the question, not only
because the thing would be most invidious; but because in
my opinion it would not be lawful to unsettle governmients
which are ordained by the peculiar providence of GOD.

I had no suspicion of the boek, and for a whole year was
ignorant of its publication. When T was informed of it by
certain parties, I sufficiently shewed my displeasure that
such paradoxes should be published ; but as the remedy was
too late, I thought that the evil, which could not now be
corrected, should rather be buried in oblivion than made a
matter of agitation.

Inquire also at your father in law [Sir AnTHONY CoOOKE]
what my replywas, when he informed me of the circumstance -
through BEza. And Mary was still living, so that I could
not be suspected of flattery.

What the books contain, I cannot tell; but Knxox himself
will aliow that my conversation with him was no other than
what I have now stated.

CALVIN then proceeds to-say, that great confusion might have arisen by

any decided opposition, and there would have been cause to fear, that in

such a case—
ENG, Sc#, L1s. No. 2, by
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By reason of the thoughtless arrogance of one individual,
the wretched crowd of exiles would have been driven away,

not only from this city [of Geneva] but even from almost
the whole world.

Some vears later, and subsequent to CALVIN’s death, BEZ4, in a letter
to BULLINGER, adverts to Queen ELIZABETH’s continued dislike to the
Church of Geneva, In his letter, dated the jrd of September 1566, he
says—

For as to our Church, I would have you know that it is so
hateful to the Queen {of England], that on this account she
has never said a single word in acknowledgement of the gift
of my Annotations [on the New Testamentl. The reason ol her
dislike is twofold ; one, because we are accounted too severe
and precise, which is very displeasing to those who fear
veproof ; the other is, because formerly, though without our
knowledge, during the lifetime of Queen Mary, two books
were published here in the English language, one by Master
Kwnox against the Government of Women, the other by Master
GooDMAN on the Rights of the Magistrate.

As soon aswe learned the contents of each, we were much
displeased, and their sale was forbidden in consequénce ; but
she, notwithstanding, cherishes the opinion she has taken
into her head.

¥ Zurich Letters. Second Series, p. 34.
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THE KINGDOME

APPERTEINETH
T0 OrVrR
God,

} England did somtime norishe, and amongest so
many learned and men of graue iudgement, as this day by
Iesabel are exiled, none is found so stowte of courage, so
faithfuil to God, nor louing to their natiue countrie, that they
dare admonishe the inhabitantes of that Tle how abominable
before (God, is the Empire or Rule of a wicked woman, vea of
a traiteresse and bastard. And what may a people or nation
left destitute of a lawfull head, do by the authoritie of Goddes
worde in electing and appointing common rulers and magis-
trates. ‘That Ile (alas) for the contempt and horrible abuse
of Goddes mercies offred, and for the shamefull revolting to
Satan frome Christ Iesus, and frome his Gospell ones professed,
doth iustlie merite to be left in the handes of their own counsel,
and so to come to confusion and bondage of strangiers.. But
yet I feare that this vniuersall negligence of such as somtimes
were estemed watchemen, shall rather aggrauate Negtizence of
our former ingratitude, then excuse this our vniuer-
sall and vngodlie silence, in so weightie a mater, We se our
countrie set furthe for a pray to foreine nations, we heare the

walclenzen.
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blood of our brethren, the membres of Christ Tesus most
cruellie to be shed, and the monstruous empire of a cruell
woman (the secrete counsel of God excepted} we knowe tobe
the onlie occasion of all these miseries : and yet with silence
we passe the time as thogh the mater did nothinge appertein
The ditigence L0 V8. But the contrarie examples of the auncient
Y s prophetes moue me to doubte of this our fact. For
e Israel did vniuersalie decline frome God by em-
brasing idolatrie vnder Ieroboam. In whiche they did continue
1. Reg. 12 euen vnto the destruction of their common welthe.
And Tuda withe Ierusalem did followe the vile superstition
Ezch. 6 and open iniquitie of Samaria. But yet ceased not
the prophetes of God to admonishe the one and the other:
Yea euen after that God had poured furthe his plagues vpon
Zeremt. 29, them. For leremie did write to the captiues of
Babylon, and did correct their errors, plainlie instructing
them, who did remaine in the middest of that idolatrouse
Esech. 7,8,9. nation. Ezechiel frome the middest of his brethren
prisoners in Chaldea, did write his vision to those that were
in Ierusalem, and sharplie rebukinge their vices, assured them
that they shuld not escape the vengeance of God by reason
of their abominations committed.

The same prophetes for comfort of the afflicted and
Go elwzy  chosen saintes of God, who did lie hyd amongest the

had fis people )
amongst e peprobate of that age (as commonlie doth the corne

wicked, who
neuer lacked

Hieseniiees amongest the chaffe) did prophecie and before
and feachersspeake the changes of kingdomes, the punishmentes
ﬁ‘;ﬁfnﬁs of tyrannes, and the vengeance whiche God wold
£ach 36 execute vpon the oppressors of his pecple. The
same did Daniel and the rest of the prophetes euerie one in
their season. By whose examples and by the plaine precept,

which is geuen to Ezechiel, commanding him that he shall



J. Knox.
1 558.:1

THE PREFACE. 5

say to the wicked : Thou shalt die the death. We in this
our miserable age are bounde to admonishe the Zyosh:
world and the tyrannes thereof, of their sodeine % fae ™
destruction, to assure them, and to crie vnto them, whether
they list to heare or not. That the blood of the saintes, zi. -

which bythem is shed, continuallie crieth and craueth 2%

vengeance in the presence of the Lorde of hostes. And
further it is our dutie to open the truthe reueled vnto vs,
vato the ignorant and blind world, vnlest that to cur owne
condemnation we list to wrap vp and and hyde the talent
committed to our charge. I am assured that God hath re-
ueled to some in this ourage. that it is more then a monstre
in nature, that a woman shall reigne and haue empire aboue
man, And yet with vs all, there is suche silence, as if God
therewith were nothing offended. The naturall man, ennemy
to Grod shall fynd, T knowe, many causes why nosuche doctrine
oght to be published in these our dangerous dayes. First, for
that it may seme to tend to sedition: secondarilie, 7w et

reasors, that do

it shal be dangerous not onlie to the writer or i;‘ﬁﬁﬁf;ﬁﬁ"‘
publisher, but also to all such as shall reade the ###-

writinges, or fauor this truth spoken: and last it shall not
amend the chief offenders, partlie because it shall -neuer
come to their eares, and partlie because they will not be
adinonished in such cases. 1 answer, yf any of these be a
sufficient reason that a truth knowen shalbe conceled, then
were the auncient prophetes of God very fooles, who did not
better prouide for their owne quictnes, then to hasard their
liues for rebuking of vices, and for the opening of such crimes,
as were not knowen to the world, And Christ Iesus did iniurie
to his Apostles, commanding them to preache repentance and
remission of synnes in his name to euerie realme and nation.

And Paule did not vnderstand his owne libertie, when he cried,
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wo be tome, if I preache not the Enangile. Yf feare, I say,

1 ¢or 9. of persecution, of sclander, orof any inconuenience
hefore named might have excused, and discharged the
o seruantes of God, from plainlie rebuking the sinnes
Act, 18, 21, -

of the world, iuste cause had euerie one of themto
haue ceased frome their office, For sodeinlie their doctrine was
accused by termes of sedition, of newe learning, and of treason:
persecution and vehement trouble did shortlie come vpon the
professours with the preachers: kinges, princes and

Psalm. z.

Act. & worldlie rulers did conspire against (God and against

his anoynted Christ Iesus. But what? Did any of these
moue the prophetes and Apostles to faynt in their vocation ?
no. But by the resistance, whiche the deuill made to them by
his suppostes, were they the more inflamed to publishe the
truthe reueled vnto them and to witnesse with their blood,
that greuous condemmnation and Goddes heuie vengeance
shuld folowe the proude contempt of graces offred. The
fidelitie, bold courage, and constancie of those that are passed
before vs, oght to proucke vs to folowe their footsteppes,
onles we loke foran other kingdome then Christ hath promised
to such as perseuere in profession of his name to the end. Yf
any think that the empire of women, is not of such import-
ance,that for the suppressing of the same, any man is bounde to
hasarde his life, I answer, that to suppresse it, is in the hand
of god alone. But to vtter the impietie and abomination
of the same, I say,it is the dutie of euerie true messager
of God, to whome the truth is reueled in that behalfe. For
Itis necessavie the especiall dutie of Goddes messagers is to

for cueric pran

wopen e preache repentance, to admonishe the offenders of

impletie whichs

ke kuoweth o their offenses, and to say to the wicked, thou shalt

faert Rels

commonwelth. die the death, except thou repent, This, I trust,
will no man denie to be the propre office of all Goddes
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messagers to preache {(as I haue said) repentance and
remission of synnes. But nether of both can be done, except
the conscience of the offenders be accused and conuicted of
transgression. For howe shall any man repent not knowing
wher in he hath offended ? And where no repentance
is founde, there can be no entrie to grace. And 7@y evei
.therfore T say, that of necessitie it is, that this ¥
monstriferouse empire of women, (which‘amongest all enor-
_mities, that this day do abound vpon the face of the hole earth,
is most detestable and damnable) be openlie reueled and
vlainlie declared to the world, to the end that some may
repent and be saued. And thus farre to the first sorte,
fo such as thinke that it will be long before such doctrine
come to the eares of the chief offenders, I answer that the
veritie of God is of that nature, that at one time or at other,
it will pourchace to it selfe andience. It is an 7w srosertic
odour and smell, that can not be suppressed, yea b
it is a trumpet that will scund in despite of the aduer-
sarie. It will compell the verie®ennemies to their own
confusion, to tes tifie and beare witnesse of it. For I finde
that the prophecie and preaching of Heliscus was declared
in the hall of the king of Syria by the seruantes and flatterers
of the same wicked king, making mention that . s 6.
Heliseus declared to the king of Israel, what so euer the said
king. of Syria spake in his most secret chamber. And the
wonderous workes of Tesus Christ were notified to Herode, not
in any greate praise or commendation of his doc- ma 1.
trine, but rather to signifie that Christ called that tyranne a
fox: and that he did no more regarde his authoritie then did
Tohn the Baptist, whom Herode before had beheaded for the
libertie of his tonge. But whether the bearers of the rumors

and tidinges were favourers of Christ or flatterers of the
Exc. Scir, Lis. No. 2. 2
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tyranne, certein it is that the fame, as well*of Christes doc-
irine, as of his workes came to the eares of Herod: euen so
may the sounde of our weake trumpet, by the support of some
wynd {blowe 1t from the south or blowe it from the northe it
i1s no mater) come to the eares of the chief offenders. But
whether it do or not, yet dare we not cease to blowe as
Rom. x. God will giue strength. TFor we are debters to mo
then to princes, to witte, to the multitude of our brethren, of
The ignarand Whome, no doubte a greate nomber haue here %o

winltitude

#athset vy fore offended by errour and ignorance, geuing their

the anthoriliz

%’:ﬂi’fﬁfﬁﬁt suffragies, consent and helpe to establishe women
danger in their kingdomes and empires, not voderstanding
howe abominable, odious and detestable is all such vsurped
authoritie in the presence of God. And therfore must the
truthe, be plainlie spoken, that the simple and rude multitude
may be admonished. '

And as concerning the danger, which may hereof insue,
I am not altogither so brutishe and insensible, but that
1 haue laid mine accompt what the fnishinge of the
worke may coste me for mine own parte, First, T amy
not ignorant howe difficile and dangerous it is to speake
A mery against a common error, especiallie when that

deiigerons

i@iﬁﬁﬁfﬁf the ambitious mindes of men and women are
erers called to the obedience of goddes simple com-
mandement. For to the most parte of ‘men, laufuli and
godlie appeareth, what soeuer antiguitie hath receiued.
And secondarilie, I looke to haue mine aduersaries not onlie
of the ignorant multitude, but also of the wise, politike, and
quiet spirites of this worlde, so that aswell shall suche as
oght to mainteine the truth and veritie of God become
ennemies to me in this case, as shall the princes and

ambitious persons, who to mainteine their vniust tyrannie do
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alwayes studie to suppresse the same. And thus I am most
certeinlie persuaded, that my labour shall not escape repre-
hension of many. DBut because I remembre that i ,m.ses
accomptes of the talentes received must be made Zﬁé@?ﬁﬁ%g
to him, who nether respecteth the multitude, nether yet
approueth the wisdome, policie, peace, nor antiquitie, con-
cluding or determining any thinge against his eternall will
reueled to vs in his moste blessed worde, I am compelled
to couer myne eyes, and shut vp myne eares, that I nether
se the multitude, that shall withstand me in this mater,
nether that I shall heare the opprobries, nor consider the
dangers, which I may incurre for vttering the same. I
shalbe called foolishe, curious, despitefull, and a sower
of sedition: and one day parchance (althogh now I be
nameles) I may be attainted of treason, But seing 2o |
that impossible it is, but that cther I shall offend 5547 ‘5 . ¢
God, dailie calling to my conscience, that I oght to manifest
the veritie knowen, or elles that I shall displease the worldes
for doing the same, I haue determined to obey God, not
withstanding that the world shall rage therat. I knowe
that the world offerided (by Goddes permission) may kill the
bodie, but Goddes maiestie offended, hath power to punishe
bodie and soule for euer. His maiestie is offended, when
that his preceptes are contemned, and his threatningesestemed
to be of none effect. And amongest his manifold preceptes
genen to his prophetes, and amongest his thréatninges,
none is more vehement, then is that, which is pronounced
to Ezechiel in these wordes: Sonne of man, 1 Ze. 3
haue appointed the a watchman to the house of Israel,
that thou shuldest heare from my mouthe the worde, and
that thou maist admonishe them plainlie, when I shall

say to the wicked man: O wicked, thou shalt assuredlie
2:}:
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die, Then if thou shalt not speake, that thou maist plainlie
admonishe him, that he may leaue his wicked way, the
wicked man shall die in his iniquitie, but his blood will I
requier of thy hand. But and if thou shalt plainlie admonishe
the wicked man, and yet he shall not turne from his way,
such a one shall die in his iniquitie, but thou hast deliuered
thy soule. :

This precept, I say, with the threatning annexed, togither
with the rest, that is spoken in the same chapter, not to
Ezechiel onlie, but to euerie one, whom God placeth whatch-
man ouer his people and flocke, (and watchman are they
whose eyes he doth open, and whose conscience he pricketh
to admeonishe the vngodlie) compelleth me to vtter my
conscience in this mater, notwithstanding that the hole worlde
shuld be offended with me for so doing. Y[ any wonder, why
I do concele my name, let him be assured, that the feare of
corporall punishement is nether the onlie, nether the chef
For the cause. My purpose is thrise to blowe the trumpet
e, in the same mater, if God so permitte: twise I
intende to do it without name, but at the last blast, to take
the blame vpon my selfe, that all others may be purged.




THE FIRST BLAST
TO AW AKE WOMEN

dzgenerate,

%% O promote a woman to beare rule, supe-
'y rioritie, dominion or empire aboue any
5T realme, pnation, or citie, is repugnant to
3y nature, contumelie to God, a thing most
contrarious to his reueled will and ap-
v proved ordinance, and finallie it is the
subuersion of good order, of all eguitie
_ “Hand 1ustice.
In the probation of this proposition, I will not be so curious,
as to gather what soeuer may amplifie, set furth, or decore
the same, but I am purposed, euen as 1 haue spoken my
conscience in most plaine and fewe wordes, so to stand
content with a simple proofe of euerie membre, bringing in
for my witnesse Goddes ordinance in nature, his plaine will
reueled in his worde, and the mindes of such as be moste
auncient amongest godlie writers,

And first, where that I affirme the empire of a woman to be
a thing repugnant to nature, I meane not onlie that (God by the
order of his creation hath spoiled woman of authoritie and
dominion, bat also that man hath seen, proued and pro-
nounced iust causes why that it so shuld be. Man, I say, in
many other cases blind, doth in this behalfe see verie clearlie.
For the causes be so manifest, that they can not be hid. For
who can denie but it repugneth to nature, that the blind shal
be appointed to leade and conduct such as do see? That
the weake, the sicke, and impotent persones shall Cemssuly
norishe and kepe the hole and strong, and finaliie, nef e
that the foolishe, madde and phrenetike shal 2

OUEY TNETL.

gouerne the discrete, and giue counsel to such as be sober of



12 AGAINST THE REGIMENT OT WOMEN, {J' 1’;1;‘;2,‘;
mind? And such be al women, compared vaito man in bear-
ing of authoritie. For their sight in ciuile regiment, is but
blindnes : their strength, weaknes: their counsel, foolishenes:
and iudgement, phrenesie, if it be rightlie considered.

I except such as God by singular priviledge, and for certein
causes knowen onlie to him selfe, hath exempted from the com-
Prinate  pnonrankeof women, and dospeake of womenasnature

exaniples

e not bveake AN experience do this day declare them. Nature
phegowred 1 say, doth paynt them furthe to be weake, fraile,
impacient, feble and foolishe : and experience hath declared
them to be vnconstant, variable, cruell and lacking the spirit
of counsel and regiment. And these notable fanltes haue
men in all ages espied in that kinde, for the whiche not onlie
they haue remoued wemen {rom rule and authoritie, but also
some haue thoght that men subieqgt to the counsel or empire
of their wyues were vn worthie of all publike office. For
this writeth Aristotle in the seconde of his Politikes: what
difference shal we put, saith he, whether that women beare
= Poitieorwm @uthoritie, or the hushanesd that obey the empire
Avistotelis. of their wyues be appointed to be magistrates?
For what insueth the one, must nedes folowe the other, to
witte, iniustice, confusion and disorder. The same author
further reasoneth, that the policie or regiment of the
Lacedemonians (who other wayes amongest the Grecians
were moste excellent) was not worthie to be reputed ner
accompted amongest the nombre of commen welthes, that
were well gouerned, because the magistrates, and rulers
of the same were to[o] muche geuen to please and obey
their wyues. What wolde this writer {I pray yeou) haue
said to that realme or nation, where a woman sitteth
. crowned in parliament amongest the middest of men. Oh

Reade Iiie - fearefull and terrible are thy iudgementes {0 Lord)
chaptre. whiche thus hast abased man for hisiniquitie! Iam
assuredlie persuaded that if any of those men, which illumi-
nated cnelie by the light of nature, did see and pronounce
causes sufficient, why women oght not to beare rule nor
authoritie, shuld this day liue and see a woman sitting in
iudgement, or riding frome pariiament in the middest of men,
hauing the royall crowne vpon her head, the sworde and
sceptre borne before her, in signe that the administration of
justice was in her power: I am assuredlie persuaded, I say,
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that suche a sight shulde so astonishe them, that they shuld
indge the hole worlde to be transformed into masoucswers
Amazones, and that suche a metamorphosis and ;ﬁﬁ:ﬁfjﬁ,,"?}fﬁ

change was made of all the men of that countrie, cguae i abide

the regiment

as poetes do feyn was made of the companyons of of yuem, and |
Vliisses, or at least, that albeit the owtwarde form :ii;;{?:;&a;(;es.
of men remained, yet shuld they iudge that their = futne
hartes were changed frome the wisdome, vnderstanding, and
courage of men, to the foolishe fondnes and cowardise of
women. Yea they further shuld pronounce, that where
women reigne or be in authoritie, that there must nedes
vanitie be preferred to vertue, ambition and pride to tem-
perancie and modestie, and finallie, that auarice the mother
of all mischefe must nedes deuour equitie and e ..
iustice.  But lest that we shall seme to.be of this ####e
opinien alone, let vs heare what others haue seen and de-
creed in this mater. In the rules of the lawe thus it is
written: Women are remoued from all ciuile and 75 o
publike office, so that they nether may be iudges, ranesiuris
nether may they occupie the place of the magistrate, nether
yet may they be speakers for others. The same 1S iee women
repefalted in the third and in the sextenth bokes #mrwetbe
of the digestes: Where certein persones are forbidden,
Ne pro aliis postulent, that is, that they be no , . .
speakers nor aduocates for others. And among Déestorum.
the rest are women forbidden, and this cause is added, that
they do not against shamefastnes intermedie them Ad Senatus:
selues with the causes of others, nether yet that i
women presume to vse the offices due to men. ‘I'he lawe in
the same place doth further declare, that a naturall sham-
fastnes oght te be in womankind, whiche most Z 3 de
certeinlie she loseth, when soeuer she taketh vpon flntione;
her the office and estate of man. As in Calphurnia was
euidentlie declared, who hauing licence to speake Calpanrnia
before the senate, at length became so impudent and im-
portune, that by her babling she troubled the hole assemblie.
And so gaue occasion that this lawe was established.

In the first boke of the ‘digestes, it is pronourced that
the condition of the woman in many cases is worse Desuate
then of the man. Z2s in iurisdiction (saith the 7rmss”
lawe) in receiuing o° _ure and tuition, in adop- Frowe wonser
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ower is tnken ¢ Lo by : : . b
S e tion; in publike accusation, in delation, in all

Gl lawe— popular action, and in motherlie power, which she
oner Hclrown
children. hath not vpon her owne sonnes. The lawe further

will not permit, that the woman geue any thing to her husband,
Dig. #b2q. 4 because it is against the nature of her kinde, being

donatione

inter wiwm the inferiour membre to presume to geue any thing
elswminanz 4o her head. The lawe doth more ouer pronounce

awonien be

conetows ther- womankinde to be the most auaricious (which is
Fore vnuete

Pl a vice intolerable in those that shulde rule or
minister iustice). And Aristotle, as before is touched, doth
Libs Digest. Plainly affirme, that wher sceuer women beare
@lest ¢ dominion, there must nedes the people be dis-
Titul. 5 crded, lininge and abounding in all intemperancie,
Lodtic.a. wenen o' pride, excesse, and vanitie. And finaliie
England and =
Seoitend i the end, that they must nedes come to
beware, confusion and ruine.

Wold to god the examples were not so manifest, to the

Great  further declaration of the imperfections of women,
Tmperections

afmoneen. Of their naturall weaknes, and inordinat appetites.
I might adduce histories, prouing some women to haue died
for sodein ioy, some for vnpaciencie to have murthered them
Komilda the  selues, some to haue burned with such inordinat

2whfe of

Gimipins  1ust, that for the quenching of the same, they
Gtryed . haue betrayed to strangiers their countrie and citie :

Cacanns ihe

dubedsme o  apnd some to haue bene so desirous of dominion,

Sfriaul in ..

Lialic that for the cbteining of the same, they haue
Naeuere % murthered the children of their owne sonnes. Yea
her hustand.  and gome haue killed with crueltie their owne

g;%:f%a,m husbandes and children. But to me it is sufficient
dAnton.’ (because this parte of nature is not my moste sure
Sadedt foundation) to haue proued, that men illuminated
onlie by the light of nature, haue seen and haue determined,
that it is a thing moste repugnant to nature, that women
rule and gouerne ouner men. IFor those that will not permit
a woman to haue power ouer her owne sonnes, will not permit
irthelesse . her (I am assured) to haue rule ouer a realme: and
Himgmsbe  hose that will not suffer her to speake in defense
wowen, the of those that be accused, nether that will admit her
begranted.  gccusation intended against man, wili not approuel
her, that she shal sit in iudgement crowned with the royal

crowne, vsurping authoritie in the middest of men. But
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now to the second part of nature: In the whiche I include
the reueled will and perfect ordinance of God, and against
this parte of nature, I say, that it doth manifestiie repugne
that any weman shal reigne or beare dominion ouer man.
For God first by the order of his creation, and after by the
curse and malediction pronounced against the woman, by the
reason of her rebellion, hath pronounced the contrarie,
First, I say, that woman in her greatest perfection, weman in
was made to sérue and obey man, not to rule and jﬁ;{:ﬁiffﬁﬂ_
command ‘him: As saint Paule doth reason in 7 foserue
these wordes. Man is not of the woman but the 1 Cor 1
woman of the man. And man was not created for the cause of
the woman, but the woman for the cause of man, and therfore
oght the woman to haue a power vpon her head (that 1s a. couers
ture in signe of subiection). Of whiche words it is plaine that
the Apostie meaneth, that woman in her greatest perfection
shuld haue knowen, that man was Lord aboue her: and
therfore that she shulde neuer haue pretended any kind of
superioritie aboue him, no more then do the 4.4
angels aboue God the creatm or aboue Christ Iesus conarioon.
their head. So, I say, that in her greatest perfection woman
was created to be subiect to man. DBut after her fall and
rebellion committed against God, their was put vpon her a
newe necessitie, and she was made subiect to man by the
irrenocable sentence of God, pronounced in these A4 sewe
wordes: [ will greatlie multlphe thy sorowe and thy s o
conception. With.sorowe shalt thou beare thy swéicction
children, and thy will shall be subiect to thy man ; @ & the

senterce of

and he shal beare dominicn ouer the. Herebie God, subicct to
I7ZANE,

may such as altegither be not blinded plainlie see, Gen. 3.
that God, by his sentence, hath deiected all woman frome
empire and dominion aboue man. For two punishmentes
are laid vpon her, to witte, a dolor, anguishe and payn,
as oft as euer she shal be mother; and a subiection of her
selfe, her appetites and will, to her husband, and to his
will.  Frome the former parte of this malediction can
nether arte, nobilitie, pelicie, nor lawe made by man, deliver
womankinde, but who soeuer atteineth to that honour to he
mother, proueth in experience the effect and strength of
goddes word. But (alas) ignorance of God, ambition, and
tyrannie haue studied to abolishe and destroy the second parte
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of Goddes punishment. For women are lifted vp to be heades
ouer realmes, and to rule aboue men at their pleasure and
appetites. But horrible is the vengeance, which is prepared
for the one and for the other, for the promoters, and for
The punisie-  the persones promoted, except they spedelie repent.
e For they shall be deiected from the glorie of the
et Sonnes of God, to the sclauerie of the deuill, and
promoters. to the torment that is prepared for all suche, as
do exalte them selues against God. Against. God can
nothing be more manifest, then that a woman shall be exalted
to reigne aboue man. IFor the contrarie sentence hath he
Gene. 3, pronounced in these wordes: Thy will shall be
subiect to thy husband, and he shall heare dominion ouer
the. ‘As God shuld say : ferasmuch as thou hast abused thy
former cendition, and because thy free will hath broght thy
selfe and mankind in te the bondage of Satan, I therfore
will bring the in bondage to man. For where before, thy
obedience shuld haue bene voluntarie, nowe it shall be
by constreint and by neeessitie: and that because thou hast
deceiued thy man, thoushalt therfore be'no longar maistresse
ouer ‘thine own appetites, ouer. thine owne will nor desires.
Forin the there is nether reason nor diseretion, whiche be able
to moderate thy affections, and therfore they shall be subiect
to the desire of thy man. He shall be Lord and gouernour,
not onlie ouer thy bodie, but euen ouer thy appetites and will.
This sentence, I say, did God prenounce against Heua, and
her daughters, as thée rest of the Seriptures doths euidentlie
witnesse. So that no woman cam euer presume to reigne
aboue man, but the same she must redes do in: despite of
‘Letattwemen God, and in contempt of his punishment and
fakefede. maglediction.

I am not ignorant, that the most part of men do wnderstand
Amswertoan this malediction of the subiection of the wife
obizction. to her husband, and of the dominion, which: he
beareth aboue her: but the holie ghost geueth to vs an
other interpretation of this place, taking from all women all
kinde of superieritie, authoritie and power ouer man, speaking
1 Tim. 2. as foloweth, by the mouth of saint Paule. 1 suffer
not a woman to teache, nether yet to vsurpe authoritie aboue
man, Here he nameth women in generall, cxcepting none,
affirming that she may vsurpe authoritie aboue no man. And
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that he speaketh more plainlie, in an other place in these
wordes : Let women kepe silence in the congrega- 1, cor 1.

tion, for it is not permitted te them to speake, but to be
subiect as the lawe sayeth. These two testimonies of the
holy ghost, be sufficient to proue what soeuer we haue affirmed
before, and to represse the inordinate pride of women, as also
to correct the foolishnes of those that haue studied to exalt
women in authoritie aboue man, against God, and against
his sentence pronounced. But that the same two places of
the aposile may the better be vnderstand : it is to be noted,
that in the latter, which is writen in the first epistle to the
Corinthes the 14. chapitre, before the apostle had permitted
that all persones shuld prophecie one after an other: addinge
this reason : that all may learne and all may receiue consoia-
tion. . And Iest that any might haue iudged, that amongest
a rude multitnde, and the pluralitie of speakers, manie,
thinges litle to purpose might haue bene affirmed, or elles
that some confusion might haue risen: he addeth, the spirites
of the prophetes are subiect to the prophetes: As he shuld
say, God shall alwayes raise vp some, to whome the veritie
shalbe reueled, and vnto such ye shal geue place, albeit
they sit in the lowest seates, And thus the apostle wold
haue prophecying an exercise to be free to the hole churche,
that cuerie one shuld communicate with the congregation,
what God had reueled to them, prouidinge that it were
orderlie done. But frome this generall priviledge he secludeth
all woman, sayinge: let women kepe silence in the con-
gregation. And why I pray you? was it because that the
apostle thoght no woman to hane any knowledge? Zrowes

generall

no he geueth an other reason, saying; let her be Zriwiagess
subiect as the lawe saith. In which wordes is firtst st

to be noted, that the apostle calleth this former sentence
pronounced against woman a lawe, that is, the immutable
decree of God, who by his owne voice hath suli- su maris
iected her to one membre of the congregation, that siec! 2o one,
is to her husband. wherupon the holie ghost maw
concludeth, that she may neuer rule nor bear empire aboue
man. For she that is made subiect to one, may neuer be
preferred to many, and that the holie ghoste doth manifestlie
expresse, saying: I suffer not that women vsurpe au e
abouc man: he sayth not, I will not, that woman veurpe,
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authoritie aboue her hushand, but he nameth man in generall,
taking frome her all power and authoritie, to speake, to reason,
to interprete, or to teache, but principallie to rule or to
iudge in the assemblie of men. So that woman by the lawe
of God, and by the interpretation of the holy ghost, is viterly
forbidden to occupie the placeof God in the offices afore said,
which he hath assigned to man, whome he hath appointed
and ordeined his lieutenant in earth : seciuding frome that
honor and dignitie all woman, as this short argument shall
euidentlie declare.

The apostle taketh power frome all woman to speake in
Asong  the assemblie.  E#go he permitteth no woman to
agumient. yyle aboue man. The {former parteis euident, where-
upen doth the conclusion of necessitie folowe. For he that
vorz.  taketh from woman the least parte of authoritie,
dominion or rule, will not permit vnto her that whiche is
greatest : But greater it is to reigne aboue realmes and
nations, to publish and to make lawes, and to commande
men of all estates, and finallie to appoint iudges and minis-
ters, then to speake in the congregation. For heriuzdgement,
sentence, or opinion proposed in the congregation, may be
ludged by all, may be corrected by the learned, and reformed
by the godlie. But wcman being promoted in souereine

_authoritie, her lawes must be obeyed, her opinion folowed,
and her tyrannie mainteined : supposing that it be expreslie
against God, and the prophet [profit] of the common weith, as
to[o] manifest experience doth this day witnesse. Andtherfore
yet againe 1 repete that, whiche before 1 haue affirmed: to
witt, that a woman promoted to sit in the seate of God, that
is, to teache, to indge or to reigne aboue man, is a monstre in
nature, contumelie to God, and a thing most repugnant to
his will and ordinance. TFor he hath depriued them as before
is proued, of speakinge in the congregation, and hath expres-
lie forbidden them to vsurpe any kinde of authoritie aboue
man. Howe then will he suffer them to reigne and haue
empire aboue realmes and nations? IHe will neuer, I say,
approue it, because it is a thing most repugnant to his perfect
ordinance, as after shalbe declared, and as the former scrip-
tures haue plainlie geuen testimonie. To the whiche, to adde
any thing were superfluous, were it not that the worlde is
almost nowe comen to that blindnes, that what soceyer
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pleaseth not the princes and the multitude, the same is reiected
as doctrine newelie forged, and is condemned, for heresie.
I haue therfore thoght good to recite the mindes of some
auncient writers in the same mater, to the end that suche as
altogither be not blinded by the deuil, may consider and
vnderstand this my iudgement to be no newe interpretation
of Goddes scriptures, but to be the vniforme consent of the
most parte of godlie writers, since the time of the apostles.
Tertullian in his boke of womens apparell, after Zertwiliar

that he hath shewed many causes why gorgious rdierun,

apparell is abominable and edicuse in a woman, addeth
these wordes, speaking as it were to euery woman by name :
Dost thon not knowe (saith he)-that thou art Heua? the
sentence of (God liveth and is efiectuall against this kind,
and in this worlde of necessity it is, that the punishment
also liue, Thou art the porte and gate of the deuil
Thou art the first transgressor of goddes law. thou diddest
persuade and easely deceive him whome the Z# o=

hearken wwhal

deuil durst not assault. For thy merit (that is Zetuiianan
for thy death} it behoued the son of god to suffre i
the death, and doth it yet abide in thy mind to decke the
aboue thy skin coates? DBy these and many other graue
sentences, and quicke interrogations, did this godlie writer
labour to bring euerie woman in contemplation of her selfe,
to the end that euerie one depelie weying, what sentence God
had pronounced against the hole race and doughters of
Heua, might not onely learne daily to humble and subiect
them selues in the presence of God, but also that they shulde
auoide and abhorre what soeuer thing might exalte them or
puffe them vp in pride, or that might be occasion, that they
- shuld forget the curse and malediction of God. And what, I
pray you, is more able to cause woman to forget her owne
condition, then if she be lifted vp in authoritie aboue man ?
Itis a thing verie difficile to a man, (be he neuer so constant)
promoted to heonors, not to be tickled some what with pride
(for the winde of vaine glorie doth easelie carie vp the drie
dust of the earth). But as for woman, it is ~#072&
no more possible, that she being set aloft in authoritie aboue
man, shail resist the motions of pride, then it is able to the
weake reed, or to the turning wethercocke, not to bowe or
~turne at the vehemencie of the vnconstant wind, And
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therfore the same writer expreslie forbiddeth all woman to
intremedle with the office of man. For thus he writeth in
Zertwi it 8 his book de vivginibus velandis : It is not permitted
welandtis to a woman, to speake in the congregation, nether to
teache, nether to baptise, nether to vendicate to her selle any
office of man. The same he speaketh yet more plainly in
the preface of his sixte boke writen against Marcion, where
dngroemic  he yecounting certein monstruous thinges, whiche
itercienem, were to be sene at the sea called FEwusenum,
amongest the rest, he reciteth this as a greate monstre in
nature, that women m those partes, were not tamed nor
embased by consideration of their own sex and kind : but that
all shame laide a parte, they made expenses vpon wedpons
and learned the feates of warre,” hauinge more pleasure to
fight, then to mary and be subiect to man. Thus farre of
Tertullian, whose wordes be so plain, that they nede no ex-
planation. For hethat taketh from her all office apperteining
to man, will not suffre her to reigne aboue man : and he that
iudgeth it a monstre in nature, that a woman shall exercise
weapons, must iudge it to be a monstre of monstres, that a
woman shalbe exalted aboue a hole realme and nation. Of the
same minde is Origen, and diuers others. Yea euen till the
dayes of Augustine, whose sentences I omit to auoide prolixitie.

Augustine in his 22. boke writen against Faustus, proueth
August. 13 that a woman oght to serue her husband as vnto
Faustwne,e.3x. God : affirming that in no thing hath woman equall
power with man, sauing that nether of both haue power ouer
their owne bodies. By whiche he wold plainlie conclude, that
a woman oght neuer to pretend nor thirst for that power and
authoritie which is due to man. For so he doth explane
him selfe in an other place, affirming that woman oght to
e Trinitae. D€ repressed and brideled be times, if she aspire
4. szeep-7 o any dominion: alledging that dangerous and
perillous it is to suffre her to procede, althogh it be in tem-
porall and corporall thinges. And therto he addeth these
wordes : God seeth not for a time, nether is there any newe
thinge in his sight and knowledge, meaninge therby, that
what God hath sene in one woman (as concerning dominion
and bearing of authoritie) the same he seeth in all. And
what he hath forbidden to one, the same he also forbiddeth
to all. And this mest euidentlie yet in an other place he



J Kro%l  AGAINST THE REGIMENT OF WOMEN, 271
writeth, mouing this question : howe can woman he the image
of God, seing (saith he) she is subiect to man, and 7 guecs
hath none authoritie, nether to teache, nether to be ¥ Yot
witnesse, nether to iudge, muche'lesse to rule, or g=est s
beare empire ? ‘These be the verie wordes of Augustine, of
which it is enident that this godlie writer, doth not #07TZE
onelie agree withe Tertullian before recited, but also with the
former sentence of the lawe, whiche taketh frome woman not
onelie all authoritie amongest men, but also euerie office
apperteining to man. To the question howe she can he the
image of God, he answereth as foloweth. Woman (saith he)
compared to other creatures is the image of God, for she
beareth dominion ocuer them : but compared vnto man, she may
not be called the image of God, for she beareth not rule and
lordship cuer man, but oght to obey him &c. And howe that
woman oght to obey man, he speaketh yet more clearlie
in these words: the woman shalbe subiect to man as vnto
Christ, For woman (saith he) hath not her example frome
the bodie and from the fleshe, that so she shalbe L&

N . .. onltinentia,
subiect to man, as the fleshe is vnto the spinte. cep 4
Because that the flesh in the weaknes and mortalitie of this
life, lusteth and striueth against the spirit, and therfore wold
notthe holie ghost geue example of subiection to the woman
of any suche thing &c. This sentence of Augustine oght to
be noted of all women, for in it he plainlic affirmeth, that
woman oght to be subiect to man, that she neuer oght, more
to desire preeminence aboue him, then that she oght to desire
‘aboue Christe Iesus, With Augustine agreeth in euerie
point 8. Ambrose, who thus writeth in his Hexae- #moros. in
meron : Adam was deceiued by Heua, and not i s.c 7
Heua by Adam, and therfore lust it is, that woman receiue
and acknowledge him for gouernor whom she called to sinne,
lest that again she slide and fall by womanlie facilitie. And
writing vpon the epistle to the Ephesians, he caz s
saith: let women be subiect to their owne husbandes as
vnto the Lorde: for the man is heade fto the woman, and
Christ is heade to the congregation, and he is the sauiour
of the bodie : but the congregation is subiect to Christ, euen
so oght women to be to their husbandes in all thinges. He
procedeth further saying: women are commanded to be sub-
iect to men by the lawe of nature, because that man is the
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author or beginner of the woman : for as Christ is the head
of the churche, so is man of the woman. From Christ, the
church toke beginning, and therfore it is subiect vnto him :
euen so did woman take beginning from man, that she shuld
be subiect. Thus we heare the agreing of these two writers
to be such, that a man might iudge the one to haue stolen
the wordes and sentences from the other. And yet plain it
is, that duringe the time of their writinge, the one was farre
distant frome the other. But the holie ghost, who is the
spirite of concorde and vnitie, did so illuminate their hartes,
and directe their tonges, and pennes, that as they did. con-
celue and vaderstand one truth, so did they pronounce and
vtter the same, leauing a testimonie of their knowledge and
concorde to vs their posteritie, If any thinke that all these
former sentences, be spoken onelie of the subiection of the
maryed woman to her hushand, as before I haue proused the
contrarie, by the plain wordes and reasoning of 5. Paule, so
shal I shortlie do the same, by other testimenies of the for-
said writers. The same Ambrose writing vpon the second
Amibras, chapitre of the first epistle to Timothie, after he
suber. 2% hath spoken much of the simple arrayment of
Tirnoth. women : he addeth these wordes: woman oght not
onelie to haue simple arrayment, but all authoritie is to be
denied vnto her: for she must be in subiection to man (of
whome she hath taken her originall) aswell in habit as in
seruice. And after a fewe wordes he saith: because that
death did entre in to the world by her, there is no boldenes
that oght to be permitted vnto her, but she oght to be in
humilitie, Hereof it is plain, that frome all woman, be she
maried or vnmaried, is all authoritie taken to execute any
office, that apperteineth to man. Yea plain it is that all
woman 1s commanded, to serue, to be in humilitie and sub-
iection. Whiche thing yet speaketh the same writer, more
Ambresin - plainlie in these wordes. It is not permitted to
1. epist, ad N .

Corin.cap.rs. 'Women to speake, but to be In silence, as the
Genes. 5 lawe saith. What saith the lawe? Vnto thy
husband, shall thy conuersion be, and he shall beare
dominion ouer the., This 1s a speciall lawe {saith Ambrose)
whose sentence, lest it shulde be violated, infirmed, or made
weake, women are commanded to be in silence. Here he
includeth all women. And yet he procedeth further in the same
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place saying : It is shame for them to presume to speake of
the lawe in the house of the Lord, who hath com- wiss fous
manded them to be subiect to their men. But 245%™
moste plainly speaketh he writing vpon the 16. 797
chapitre of the epistle of S. Paule to the Romaines, §us o
vpon these wordes : Salute Rufus and his mother. p, . .4,
For this cause (saith Ambrose)} did the apostle place S
Rufus before his mother, for the election of the ad- % motics.
ministration of the grace of God, in the whiche a woman
hath no place. TFor he was chosen and promoted by the
Lorde, to take care ouer his busines, that 1s, ouer the churche,
to the whiche office could not his mother be appointed, albeit
she was a woman so_ holie, that the apostle called her his
mother, Hereof it is plaine that the administration of the
grace of God, is denied to all woman, By the administration
of Goddes grace, is vnderstand not onely the preaching of
the worde and administration of the. sacramentes, by the
whiche the grace of God is presented and ordinarilie
distributed wvnto man, but also the administration of
ciuile iustice, by the whiche, vertue oght to be mainteined,
and vices punished, The execution wherof is no lesse
denied to woman, then is the preaching of the Fuangile, or
administration of the sacramentes, as herafter shall most
plainlie appeare.

Chrysostome amongest the Grecian writers of no small
credit, speaking in rebuke of men, who in his dayes, Chyswst.
were hecomen inferior to some women in witt and zewes,
in godlines, saith : for tixs cause was woman put vnder thy
power (he speaketh to man in generall) and thou wast pro-
nounced Lorde ouer her, that she shulde obey the, and
that the head shuld not folowe the feet. But often it is, that
we see the contrary, that he who in his ordre oght to be the
head, doth not kepe the ordre of the feet (that is, doth not
rule the feet) and that she, that is in place of the foote, is
constitute to be the head. He speaketh these worz.
wordes as it were in admiration, that man was becomen so
brutish, that he did not consider it to be a thing most mon-
struouse, that woman shulde be preferred to man in any
thing, whom Geod had sobiected to man in all thinges. He
procedeth saying : Neuer the lesse it is the parte of the man,
with diligent care torepel the woman, that geneth him wicked

ENG. ScH, LiB. No, 2. 3
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counsel : and woman, whiche gaue that pestilent counsel to
man, oght at all times to haue the punishment, whiche was
geuen to Heua, sounding in hereares, And in an other place
Homit. w54 D€ induceth God speaking to the woman in this
Genes, sorte: Because thou left him, of whose nature
thou wast participant, and for whome thou wast formed, and
hast had pleasure to haue familiaritie with that wicked beast,
and wold take his counsel: therfore I subiect the to man,
and I apointe and affirme him to be thy Lorde, that thou
maist acknowledge his dominion, and because thou couldest
God grawnt DOt beare rule learne well to be ruled. Why they
alt womens — shulde not beare tule, he declareth, in other places,
gorstand and saying + womankinde is imprudent and solt, (or
senterice. flexible) imprudent because she can not corsider
withe wisdome and reason the thinges which she heareth and
seeth: and softe she is, because she is easelie bowed. I
knowe that Chrysostome bringeth in these wordes to declare
the cause why false prophetes do commonlie deceiue women:
n Moz cap, Decause they are easelie persuaded to any cpinion,
=3 fomil - egpeciallie if it be against God, and because they
lacke prudence and right reason te iudge the thinges that be
spoken. But hereof may their nature be espied, and the vices
of the same, whiche in no'wise oght to he in those, that are
apointed to gouerne others: For they oght to be constant,
stable, prudent and doing euerie thing with discretion and
reason, whiche vertues women can net haue in equalitie with
men. For that he doth witnesse in an other place, saying :
women hauve inthem selues a tickling and studie of vaine glorie,
and that they may hauce common with men : they are sodeinlie
moued to anger, and that they haue also commen with some
weman can I11CN, But vertues iﬂ WhiCh theY excell, they haue
S e o Not common with man, and therfore hath the apostle
it s, emoued them from the office of teachinge, which is
4 sermone 13 a0 euldent proef that in vertue they farre differ frome
NOTE, man. Let the reasons of this writer be marked,
for further he yet procedeth: after that he hath in many
wordes lamented the effeminate maners of men, who were so
farre degenerate to the weaknes of women, that some might
hauve demanded: why may not women teache amongest
suche a sorte of men, who in wisdome and godlines are
becomen inferior vnto women? He finallie concludeth : that
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not withstanding that men be degencrate, yet may not women
vsurpe any authoritie aboue them, and in the end, he addeth
these wordes : These thinges do not I speake to extolle them
(that is women)} but to the confusion and shame of our gelues,
and to admonish vs to take again the dominion, .. e
that is mete and conuenient for vs, not onelie that #usr 2k kead,

. - . . N caxt ol be el
power which is according to the excellencie of dig- gomernea

nitie: but that which is accordinge to prouidence, lemer .,
and according to helpe, and vertue. For then is #kine max.
the bodie in best proportion, when it hath the best gouernor.
O that both man and woman shulde consider the profound
counsel and admonition of this father! He wolde not that
man for appetit of any vaine glorie shuld desire preeminence
aboue woman, For God hath not made man to be heade
for -any suche cause: but hauing respecte to that weaknes
and imperfection which alwayes letteth woman to gouerne.
He hath ordeined man to be superior, and that meaneth
Chrysostome, saying : then is the bodie in best proportion,
when it hath the best gouernor. But woman can neuer be
the best gouernor, by reason that she being speiled of the
spirit of regiment, can neuer attein to that degree, to be
called or {udged a good gouernor. Because in the nature
of all woman, lurketh suche vices, as in good gouernors are
not tolerable. Which the same writer expresseth s, .0 oo sos
in these wordes: womankind (saith he) is rashe % &7
and foolhardie, and their couetcusnes is like the goull of
hell, that is, insaciable. And therfore in an other place, he
will that woman shall haune no thing to doiniudge- 1, s jomsz
ment, in common affaires, or in the regiment of the +
common welth, because she is impacient of troubles, but
that she shall liue in tranquillitie; and quietnes, And if she
haue oceasion to go {rome the house, that yet she shal hauve no
matter of trouble, nether to folowe her, nether to be offered
vato her, as commonlie there must be to such as beare
authoritie: And with Chrysostome follie agreeth sosius g
Basilius Magnus in a sermon which he maketh 7,5
vpon some places of scripture, wherin he reproueth &
divers vices and amongest the rest, he affirmeth woman to
be a tendre creature, flexible, soft and pitifull ¢ whiche
nature, God hath geuen vnto her, that she may be apt to

norishe children, The which facilitie of the woman, did
*

3
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Satan abuse, and therby broght her frome the obedicnce
of God. And therfore in diuers other places doth he
conclude, that she is not apt to beare rule, and that she is
forbidden to teache. Innumerable mo testimonies, of all sortes
of writers may be adduced for the same purpose, but withe
these 1 stand content: iudgeing it sufficient to stoppe the
mouthe of such as accuse and condemne all doctrine, as
hereticall, which displeaseth them in any point that I haue
proued, by the determinations and lawes of men illuminated
onelie by the light of nature, by the ordre of Goddes creation,
by the curse and malediction pronounced against woman,
by the mouth of saint Paule, who is the interpreter of Goddes
sentetice, and lawe, and finallie by the mindes of those
writers, who in the church of God, haue bene alwayes
holden in greatest reuerence: that it is a thing moste
repugnant to nature, to Goddes will and apointed ordinance,
(yea that it can not be without contumelie committed against
Ged) that a woman shuld be promoted to dominion or empire
to reigne ouer man, be it in realme, nation, prouince or citie.
Now resteth it in few wordes, to be shewed, that the same
empire of women is the subuersion of good ordre equitie
and iustice. :

Augustine defineth ordre to be that thing, by the whiche
Deortive  God hath appointed and ordeined all thinges. Note
#.r.ex0 yell reader, that Aogustine will admit no ordre,
where (Goddes apointment is absent and lacketh.

And in an other place he saith, that ordre is a disposi-
D ciwit. i, tiom, geuing their owne propre places to thinges
“e.zpeap. x5 that he vneguall, which he termeth in Latin Pariwm
et dispariwi, that is, of thinges equall or like, and thinges
vnequall or vnlike. Of whiche two places and of the hole
disputation, which is conteined in his second boke de ordine,
it 1s euident, that what soéuer is done ether whithout the
wihat soewer 1 A8sUrance of Goddes will, or elles against his will
gone withewt  manifestlie reueled in his word, is done against
e afpeired- . - -
mentof Gondes 01dre. But suche is the empire and regiment of all
™ woman (as cuidentlic before is declared) and ther-
erdze. iore, I say, it is a thing plainlie repugnant to good
ordre, yea it is the subuersion of the same. If any list to
reiect the definition of Augustin, as ether not propre to this
purpose, or elles as insufficient to proue mine intent: let the
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same man vnderstand, that in so doinge, he hath infirmed
mine argument nothinge. TIor as I depend not vpon the
determinations of men, so think I my cause no weaker, albeit
their authoritie be denied vnto me. Prouided that god by his
will reueled, and manifest worde, stand plain and euident on
my side, That God hath subiected womankinde to man by
the ordre of his creation, and by the curse that he hath pro-
nounced against her is before declared. Besides these, he
hath set before our eyes, two other mirrors and , .
glasses, in whiche he will, that we shulde behold wgir/ftge’
the ordre, which he hath apointed and established i ordr o

in nature: the one is, the naturall bodie of man : #ef7

the other is the politik or ciuile body of that commen welth,
in which God by his own word hath apointed an ordre. In
the natural body of man God hath apointed an ordre, that
the head shail occupie the vppermost place. And the head
hath he joyned with the bodie, that frome it, doth life and
motion flowe to the rest of the membres. In it hath he
placed the eye to ses, the eare to hear, and the tonge to
speake, which offices are apointed to none other membre
of the bodie. The rest of the membres, haue euery one their
own place and office apointed : but none may haue nether
the piace nor office of the heade. Fer who wolde not iudge
that bodie to be a monstre, where there was no head eminent
aboue the rest, but that the eyes were in the handes, the
tonge and mouth beneth in the belie, and the eares in the
feet. Men, I say, shulde not onlie pronounce this bodie
to be a monstre : but assuredlie they might conclude that
such a bodie coulde not long indure. And no lesse mon-
struous is the bodie of that common welth, where Comon

welihes vuder

a woman bearcth empire, For ether doth it lack thesubor

a laufull heade (as in very dede it doth) or els fogyicis
there is an idol exalted in the place of the true zax

head. An idol I call that, which hath the forme and
apparance, but lacketh the vertue and strength, which the
name and proportion do resemble and promise. As-images
haue face, nose, eyes, mouth, handes and feet painted, but the
vse of the same, can not the craft and art of man geue them:
as the holy ghost by the mouth of Dauid teacheth vs, saying :
they haue eyes, but they see not, mouth, but they 2w xs
speake not, nose, but they smell not, handes and feet, but
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they nether touche nor haue power to go. And suche, T say,.
is euerie realme and nation, where a woman beareth dominion.
For in despite of Ged (he of his just iudgement, so geuing
them ouer in to a reprobat minde) may a realme, 1 confesse,
exalt vp a woman to that monstriferous honor, to be estemed
The empire of s head.  Buot 1mpossible it is to man and angel,
7™ to geue vnto her the properties and perfect offices
of-a laufull heade. For the same God that hath denied
power to the hand to speake, to the bely to heare, and to
the feet to see, hath denied to woman power to commande
man, and hath taken away wisdome to consider, and
prouidence to forsee the thinges, that be profitable to
the common welth: yea finallie he hath denied to her in
any case to be head to man: but plainly hath pronounced
that man is head to woman, euen as Christ is heade to
G all man, If men in a blinde rage shujde assemble
to gether, and apeinte them selues an other heade then Iesus
Christ (as the papistes haue done their romishe Antichrist)
shuld Christ therfore lose his owne dignitie, or shulde God
geue that counterfet head power to geue life to the bodie, to
see what soeuer might endamage or hurte it, to speake in
defense, and to heare the request of euerle subiect? It is
certein that he wold not. Forthat honor he hath apointed
before all times to his onelic sonne: and the same will
he geue to no creature besides : no more will he admit, nor
NOTE. accept woman to be the lauful head ouer man,
althogh man, deuil, and angel will coniure in their fauor.
For seing he hath subiected her to one (as before is saide)
he will neuer permit her to reigne ouer manie. Seing e
hath commanded her to heare, and obey one, he will not
suffre that she speake, and with vsurped authoritie com-
mand realmes and nations. Chrysostome explaning these
nconrn  wordes of the apostle: (the heade of woman is
man} compareth God in his vniuersall regiment to a king
Marks the sitting in his royall maiestie, to whome all his
Chrysostome.  SUblectes  commanded to geue homage and
obedience, appeare befure him, bearing euerie one suche a
badge and cognisance of dignitie and honor, as he hath
geuen to them: which if they despise and contemne, then do
they dishonor their king. Euen so saith he oght man and
woman to appeare before (od, bearing the ensignes of the
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condition, whiche they haue receiued of him. Man hath
receiued a certein glorie and dignitie aboue the woman, and
therfore oght he to appeare before his high maiestie, bearing
the signe of his-honor, hauinge no couerture vpon his heade:
to witnesse that in earth man hath no head, (beware Chry-
sostome what thou saist, thou shalt be reputed a #o7&.
traytor if Englishe men heare the: for they must haue my
souereine lady and rhaistresse, and Scotland hath dronken
also the enchantment and venom of Circes, let it be so to their
owne shame and confusion, he procedeth in these wordes) but
woman oght to be couered, to witnesse, that in. earth she
hath a head, that is man. Trewe itis (Chry- mowe women
sostome) woman is couered .in both the said &7,
realmes, but it is not with the signe of subiection, Swina.
but it is with the signe of supermutu:, to witt, with the
royal crowne. To that he. answereth in these wordes :
what if man neglect his honor ? he his no lesse to be mocked
(saith Chrysostome) then if a king shulde depose himself
of his diademe or crowne and royal estat, and cloth him
self in the habit of a sclaue. What, I pray you, shulde this
godlie father haue salde, if he had sene all the men of a realme
or nation fall downe before a woman ? If he had sene the
crowne, sceptre, and sworde, whiche are ensignes of the royall
dignitie, geuen to her, and a woman cursed of God, and made
subiecte to man, placed in the throne of iustice, to sit as
(Goddes lieutenant 7 What, I say, in this behalfe, shuld any
hart vnieinedlie fearing God haue indged of suche men? I
am assured that not onlic shulde they haue bene iudged
foolishe but also enraged, and sclaues to Satan, manifestlie
fighting against God and his apointed ordre. The more that
I constder the subuersion of Goddes ordre, which he hath
placed generallie in all liuinge thinges, the more I do wondre
at the blindnes of man, who doth not consider him self in
this case so degenelate that the brute beastes are gz sasres
to be preferred vato him in this behalfe. For nature fofeprefrred.
hath in ‘all beastes printed a certein marke of dominion in
the male, and a'certeine subiection in the female, whiche they
kepe 1nulolate For no man euer sawe the lion make obedi-
ence, and stoupe before the lionesse, nether yet can it be
p1oued that the hinde taketh the conducting of the heard
amongest the hartes. And yet (alas) man, who by the mouth
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of God hath dominien apointed to him ouer woman, doth not
onlie to his own shame, stoupe vnder the obedience of women,
but also in despit of God and of his apointed ordre, reioyseth,
and mainteineth that monstruouse authoritie, as a thing
Jrsalent #¢  lauful and iust. The insolent ioy, the bonefiers, and
sedesa sevowe. DAnketing which were in london and els where in
England, when that cursed Iesabell was proclaimed qwene,
did witnesse to my hart, that men were becomen more
then enraged. For els howe coulde they so haue reioysed
at their owne confusion and certein destruction ? For what
man was there of so hase iudgement (supposing that he had
any light of God) who did not see the erecting of that monstre,
to be the ouerthrowe of true religion, and the assured
destruction of England, and of the auncient liberties therof ?
And yet neuer the lesse, all men so triumphed, as if God
had delivered them frome all calamitie.

But iust and rightuouse, terrible and fearfull are thy
iudgements, o Lorde! TFor as some times thou diddest
Ran, x. so punishe men for vnthankfulnes, that man
ashamed not to commit villanie withe man; and that
because, that knowinge the to be God, they glorified the not
as God, euen so haste thou moste iustlie nowe punished the
proude rebeliion and horrible ingratitude of the realmes of
England and Scotland. For when thou diddest offre thy selfe
moste mercifullie fo them both, offering the meanes by the
whiche they might haue bene ioyned together for euer in godly
. concorde : then was the one proude and cruel, and the other
vnconstant, and fikle of promise. But yet (alas) did miser-
able England further rebell against the. For albeit thou
diddest not cease to heape benefit vpon benefit, during the
reigne of an innocent and tendre king, vet no man did
acknowledge thy potent hand and meruclouse working. The
wiat roiber  StOUte courage of capitaines, the witte and policie
Goid ¥ of counselers, the learning of bishoppes, did robbe

honor in

e the of thy glorie and honor. For what then was
Gospell, heard, as concerning religion, but the kinges pro-
cedinges, the kinges procedinges must be obeyed? It is
enacted by parliament; therefore it is treason to speake in
the contrarie. But this was not the end of this miserable
tragedie. For thou diddest yet procede to offre thy fauors,

sending thy prophetes and messagers, ta call for reformation
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of life in all estates : For euen frome the highest to the lowest,
all were declined frome the (yea euen those that ragms
shuld haue bene the lanterns to others) some [ “stts
am assured did qwake and tremble, and frome Zngland
the botome of their hartes thirsted amendment, and for
the same purpose did earnestly call for discipline. But then
brust forth the venome which before lurked ; then might
they not conteine their despiteful voices, but with open
mouthes did crie: we will not haue suche a one to reigne
ouer vs. Then, [ say, was euerie man so stoute, Dj;"ﬂ’?’j;"fg
that he wolde not be broght in bondage: no not to Fphed
the, ¢ Lord, but with disdein did the muititude cast frome
them the amiable yoke of Christ Iesus. No man wolde suffre
his sinne to be rebuked, no man wolde haue his life called to
triall. * And thus did they refuse the, 6 Lorde, and thy sonne
Christ lesus to be their pastor, protector and prince. And
therfore hast thou geuen them ouer in to a reprobat minde.
Thou hast taken from them the spirit of boldnes, of wisdome
and of rightuous iudgement. They see their owne destruc-
tion, and yet they haue no grace to auocide it. Yea The rodititic
they are becomen so blinde, that knowing the pit, and the hale
they headlong cast them selues into the same; as Arclmeaste
the nobilitie of England, do this day, fighting in the Zees,
defense of their mortall ennemie the spaniard. % #%
Finallie they are so destitute of vnderstanding and ludgement,
that althiogh they knowe that there is a libertie and fredome,
-the whiche their predecessors haue inioyed ; yet are they
sompelled to bowe their neckes vnder the yoke of Satan, and
of his proude ministres, pestilent papistes and proude span-
iardes, And yet can they not consider that where a woman
reigneth and papistes beare authoritie, that there must nedes
Satan be president of the counsel. Thus hast thou, 6 Lorde,
in thy hote displeasure reuenged the contempt of thy graces
offred. But, 6 Lord, if thou shalt reteine wratl to the end,
what fleshe is able to susteine? We haue sinned, Comrssion.
6 Lord, and are not worthy to be releued. DBut worthy art
thou, 6 Lord, to be a true God, and worthy is thy sonne Christ
Iesus, to haue his Evangil and glorie aduanced : whiche both
are troden vader foot in this cruell murther and persecution,
whiche the builders of Babylon commit in their furie, haue
raised against thy children, for the establishing of their
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kingdome. Let the sobbes therfore of thy prisoners, 6 Lord,
passe vp to thine eares, consider their affliction: and let the
eyes of thy mercie looke downe vpon the blood of such as die
for testimonie of thy eternal wveritie: and let not thine
ennemies mocke thy iudgement for ever. To the, 6 Lorde, I
turne my wretched and wicked hart : to the alone I direct my
complaint and grones: for in that Ile to thy saintes there is
left no comfort. Albeit T haue thus (talkinge with my God in
the anguishe of my harte) some what digressed: yet haue I
not vtterlie forgotten my former proposition, to witt, that it is
a thing repugnant to the ordre of nature, that any woman be
- exalted to rule ouer men. For God hath denied vnto her the
office of a heade. And in the intreating of this parte, I
-remembre that I haue made the nobilitie both of England and
Scotland inferior to brute beastes, for that they do to wemen,
which no male amongest the commmon sorte of beastes can be
proued to do their females: that is, they renerence them, and
gwake at their presence, they obey their commandementes,
and that against God, Wherfore I iudge them not onelie
subiectes to women, but sclaues of Satan, and seruantes of
iniquitie. If any man thinke these my wordes sharpe or
vehement, let him consider that the offense is more haynous,
than can be expressed by wordes. For where all thingés, be
expressedly concluded against the glorie and honor of God,
and where the blood of the saintes of God is commanded to
be shed, whome shall we indge, Ged or the deuil, to be presi-
NOTE dent of that counsel 7  Plain it is, that Ged ruleth
not by his loue, mercie, nor grace in the assembly of the
vhgedlie, Then it resteth, that the deuil, the priace of this
worlde, doth reigne euer suche tyrannes. whose seruantes,
1 pray vou, shal then be iudged, such as obey, and execute,
their tyrannie? God for his great mercies sake, illuminate
the eyes of men, that they may perceiue in to what miserable
bondage they be broght, by the monstrifercus empire of
womertl,

The seconde glasse, whiche God hath set before the eyes of
~orE.  man, wherein he may beholde the ordre, whiche
pleaseth his wisdome, concerning. authoritie and dominion,
is that common welth, to the whiche it pleaseth his maiestie
to apoint, and geue lawes, statutes, rites and ceremonies not
onelie concerninge religion, but also touching their policie and
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regiment of the same. And against that ordre it doth
manifestly repugne, that any woman shall cccupie the throne
of God, that is, the royall seate, whiche he by his werde hath
apointed to man. Asin geuing the lawe to Israel, concerning
the election of a king, is euident. Ifor thus it is writen:
if thow shalt say, I will apoint a king aboue me, a8 e 1,
the rest of the nations, whiche are aboute me : Thou shalt
make the a kinge, whome the Lorde thy God shall chose,
one frome amongest the middest of thy bretheren, thou shalt
apointe kinge aboue the. ‘Thou maist not make a strangier
that is not thy brother. Here expressedly is a man apointed
to be chosen king, and & man native amongest them selues,
by whiche precept is all woman and all strangier secluded.
‘What may be obiected for the parte or election of a strangier,
shalbe, God willinge, answered in the biast of the second
trumpet. For this present, I say, that the erecting of a
woman to that honor, is not onely to inuert the ordre, which
God hath established : but also it is to defile, pellute and
prophane (so farre as in man lieth) the throne and seat of God,
whiche he hath sanctified and apointed for man gz5.u
onely, in the course of this wretched life, to cccupie ated man
and possesse as his ministre and lieutenant: seclud- wnd fien-
ing from the same all woman, as before is expressed. “***
Ifanythinke the fore writen lawe did bindethe Iewes duwwer 0 0
onelie, let the same man consider, that the election #etion.
of a kinge, and apointing of iudges, did nether apperteine to
the ceremoniall lawe, nether yet was it mere iudiciall : but
that it did flowe irome the morali lawe, as an ar- Zfsebction

. - - . af @ ling
dinance, hauing respect to the conseruation of both Aewest some
the tables. For the office of the magistrate oght to e ot
haue the first and chief respect to the glorie of God,
commanded and conteined in the former table, as is euident
by that, whiche was inioyned to Iosue by God, what time he
was accepted and admitted ruler and gouerner ouer his people,
in these wordes : Thou shalt diuide the inheritance Zosee . '
to this people, the whiche I haue sworne to their fathers, to
geue vato them : so that thou be valiant and strong, that thou
maist kepe and do, according to that hole lawe, whiche my
seruant Moses hath commanded the. Thou shalt not decline
frome it, nether to the right hande, nether to the left hand,
that thou maist do prudentlie in all thinges, that thou takest
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in hand, let not the boke of this lawe departe from thy mouth,

but meditate in it, day and night: that thou maist kepe and
do, according to euery thing, that is writen in it. For then
shall thy wayes prosper, and then shalt thou do prodently &e.
Rulors shaid - And the same precept geueth God by the mouth of

take fede to

this, Moses, to kinges, after they be elected, in these
wordes :. when he shal sit in the throne or seate of his king-
Deut. o7 dome, he shall write to him self a copie of this lawe

in a boke, and that shalbe with him, that he may reade in it
all the dayes of his life, that he may learne to feare the Lorde
his God, and {o kepe all the wordes of this lawe, and all these
statutes, that he may do them &c. Of these two places it is
euident, that principailie it apperteineth to the king or to the
chief magistrate, to knowe the will of God, {0 be instructed
in his lawe and staiutes, and to promote his glorie with his
hole hart and studie, which be the chief pointes of the first
table. No man denieth, but that the sworde is committed to
the magistrate, to the end that he shulde punishe vice, and
mainteine vertue. To punishe vice I say, not onelie that,
whiche troubleth the tranquillitie and quiet estat of the com-
what viees  Tnon welth by adulterie, theft or murther committed,

maskrrtes but also suche vices as openly impugne the glorie
prasisie. of God: as idolatrie, blasphemie, and manifest

heresie, taught and obstinatly mainteined : as the histories
and notable actes of Ezechias, Iosaphat, and Iosias do plainiie
teache vs. Whose study and care was not onlie to glorifie
God in their own life and conuersation, but also they wvn-
feinedlie did trauel to bring subiectes to the true worshipping
and honoring of God. And did destroye all monumentes of
idolatrie, did punishe to deathe the teachers of it, and re-
mouned frome office and honors suche, as were mainteiners of
those abominations. Wherbie I suppose that it be euident,
that the office of the king or supreme magistrate, hath
respect to the lawe morall, and to the conseruation of both
the tables.

Nowe 1if the lawe moral], be the constant and vachangeahle
NOTE. will of God, to the which the gentil is no lesse
The gentil | Hounde, then was the Tewe; and if God wili that

s lesse bovneds

w ke fowe amongest the gentiles, the ministres and executors

aroral then

the fewr. of his lawe be nowe apointed, as somtimes they were
apointed amongest the Iewes: further if the exécution of iustice
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be no lesse requisife in the policie of the gentiles, then euer it
was amongest the Iewes: what man can be foolishe to suppose
or beleue, that God will nowe admit those persons, to sit in
ludgement or toreigne ouer men in the common welth of the
gentiles, whom he by his expressed word and ordinance, did
before debarre and seclude from the same ? And that women
were secluded from the royall seate, the which oght to be the
sanctuarie to all poore afflicted, and therfore is iustlie calied
the seat of god (besides the place before recited of the election
of a king, and besides the places of the newe testament,
whiche be moste euident) the ordre and election which was
kept in Tuda and Israzel, doth manifestlie declare. For when
the maies of the kinglie stocke failed, as oft as .it yora

chaunced in lsrael and sometimes in Iuda, it neuer entered
in to the hartes of the people to chose and promote to honors
any of the kinges doughters, (had he neuer so many) but
knowing (Goddes vengeance to be poured furth vpon the
father by the away taking of his sonnes, they had no {urther
respect to his stocke, but elected suche one man or other, as
they iudged most apt for that honor and authoritie. Of
whiche premisses, I conclude (as before) that to promote a
woman heade ouer men, 18 repugnant to nature, and a thinge
moste contrarious to that ordre, whiche God hath approued
in that common weith, whiche he did institute and rule by
his worde, But nowe to the-last point, to wit, that the
empire of a woman. is a thing repugnant to iustice, and the
destruction of euerie.common welth, where it is Teceined, In
probation whereof, because the mater is more then euident, I
wili vse fewe wordes. First, I say, if iustice be a constant and
perpetuall will to geue to euerie person, their own gy,

right (as the moste learned in all ages hane defifed armwmens

. . et ihe
it to be) then to geue, or to will to geue to any awsioritic

person, that whiche is not their right, must repugne %o

to iustice, But to reigne aboue man, can neuer beg # @&

the right to woman : because it is a thinge denied vnto her
by God, as is before declared. ‘Therfore to promote her to
that estat or dignitie, can be no thing els but repugnancie to
iustice. If I shulde speake no more, this were sufficient.
For except that ether they can improue the definition of
iustice, or els that they can intreate God to reucke and call
batke his sentence pronounced against woman, they shalbe
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compelled to admit my conclusion. If any finde faute with
iustice, as it is defined, he may well accuse others, but me
he shall not hurt. TFor I haue the shicld, the weapon, and
the warrant of him, who assurediie will defend this quarel, -
and he commandeth me to crie:

What soeuer repugneth to the will of god expressed in
Theseeons D18 most sacred worde, repugneth to iustice : but
agnaent. that women haue authoritie ouer men repugneth
to the will of God expressed in his worde : and therfore mine
author commandeth me to conclude without feare, that all
suche authoritie repugneth to iustice.” ‘The first parte of the
argument I trust dare nether Iewe nor gentile denie : for it is
a principle not cnelie vniuersallie confessed, but also .so
depelie printed in the bart of man, be his nature neuer
so corrupted, that whether he will or no, he is compelled
at one time or other, to acknowledge and confesse, that
Natwre dott justice is violated, when thinges are done against the

confesse that

repugnancie  Will of (God, expressed by his worde. And to this
ta Goddes witl .

s iemstize, . CORfession are no lesse the reprobate coacted and
constrained, then be the chosen children of god, albeit to a
diuers end. the elect with displeasure of their facte, confesse
their offense, hauing accesse to grace and mercie, as did
Adam, Dauid, Peter, and all other penifent offenders. But
f;ji%;’;‘f the reprobat, not withstanding they are compelled
cnfesse 10 acknowledge the will of God to be just the
#iesust,  which they haue offended, yet are they neuer
inwardlie displeased, with their iniquitie, but rage, complain
and storme against God, whose vengeance they can not
Genes. 4, escape: as did Cain, Iudas, Herode, Iulian called
Mat. o7, appstata, Yea Iesabel, and Athalia. For Cain no
doubte was conuict in conscience, that he had done against
iustice in murthering of his brother. Iuydas did openlie, hefore
the ‘high priest confesse that he had sinned, in betraying
innocent blood. Herode being stricken by the angel, did
mocke those his flaterers, saying vnto them : beholde your
God (meaning of him selfe) can not nowe preserue him self
frome corruption and wormes. Iulianus was compelled in
the end to crie, O galilean (so alwayes in contempt did he
name our sauiour Iesus Christ) thou hast nowe ouercomen.
And who doubteth but Iesabel, and Athalia, before their
miserable end, were conuicted in their cankered consciences,
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to acknowiedge that the murther, which they had committed,
and the empire whiche the one had six yeares vsurped, were
repugnant to iustice ;: Euen so shall they I doubt not, whiche
this daye do possesse and mainteine that monstriferous
authoritie of women, shortlie be compelled to womans
acknowledge, that their studies and deuises, haue 30"
bene bent against God : and that all such authoritie messtres

as women haue vsurped, repugneth to iustice, because, as
I haue saide, it repugneth to the will of God expressed in his
sacred worde. And if any man doubte herof, let him marke
wel the wordes of the apostle, saying : I permit not a woman
to teache, nether yet to vsurpe authoritie aboue = 7 2
man. No man I trast will denie these wordes of the apostle,
to be the wil of God expressed in his worde : and he saith
openlie, I permit not &c. Which is asmuch as, I will not,
that a woman haue authority, charge or power ouer man, for
'so much importeth the greke word edferveir in that place.
Nowe let man and angell conspire against God, let them
pronounce their lawes, and say, we will suffre women to beare
authoritie, who then can depose them? yet shall this one
worde of the eternal God spoken by the mouth of a weake
man, thruste them euerie one in to hell. ITesabel may for a
time slepe quietlie in the bed of her fornication and hoordome,
she may teache and deceivefor a season: hut nether Asece. =
shall she preserue her selfe, nether yet her adulterous children
frome greate "affliction,  and frome the sworde of (Goddes
vengeance, whiche shall shortlie apprehend suche workes of
iniquitie. The admonition I differe to the end.

Here might 1.bring in the oppression and iniustice, which is
committed against realmes and naticns, whiche some times
liued free, and now are broght in bondage of forein nations,
by the reason of this monstriferous authoritie and empire of
women. But that T delay till better oportunitie. And
now I think it expedient to answer such obiections, as carnal
and weeldlie men, yea men ignorant of Ged, vse to make for
maintenance of this tyrannie (authoritie it is not worthie to
be called) and most vniuste empire of woman,

First they do obiect the examples of Debora, w4
and of Hulda the prophetesse, of whom the one 7 dgensas
ludged Israel, and the other, by all apparance, Y e iss
did teache and exhorte.



38 AGAINST THE REGIMENT.OF WoMEN.  [J-Ki%

Secondarily they do obiect the lawe made by Moses for the
wum. 7 doughters of zalphead. ‘Thirdlie the consent of the
estates of such realmes as haue approued the empire and
regiment of women. And last the long custome, which hath
received the regiment of women. Their valiant actes and
prosperitie, together with some papistical lawes, which haue
confirmed the same.

To the first, I answer, that particular examples do establishe
Amswer 2o the N0 common lawe.,  The causes were knowen
At abiection. (g (God alon, why he toke the spirite of wisdome
and force freme all men of those ages, and did so mightely
assist women against nature, and against his ordinarie course:
that the one he made a deliuerer to his afflicted people Israel:
and to the other he gaue not onlie perseuerance in the true
religion, when the moste parte of men had declined from the
same, but also to her he gaue the spirit of prophecie, to assure
king Tosias of the thinges which were to come. With these
women, I szy, did God worke potentlie, and miraculouslie,
yea te them he gaue moste singular grace and priuiledge.
But who hath commanded, that a publike;. yea a tyrannicall
and moste wicked lawe be established vpon these exampies?
Exampls  ‘The men that obiect the same, are not altogether
geast lmee Jonorant, that examples haue no strength, when
Shagttwher the question is of lawe. As if I shuld aske, what
of lawwe. mariage is laufull ? and it shulde be answered that
laufull it is to man, not onelie to haue manie wiues at ones,
but also it is laufull to marie two sisters, and to enioye them
both liuing at ones, because that Dauid, Iacob, and Salomon,
seruantes of God did the same. I trust that no man wold
iustifie the vanitie of this reason. Or if the question were
demanded, if a Christian, with good conscience may defraude,
steale or deceiue : and answer were made that so he might by
the example of the Israelites, who at.Goddes commandement,
deceiued the Egyptians, and spoiled them of their garmentes,
golde and syluer. I thinke likewise this reason shuld be
mocked. And what greater force, I pray you, hath the former
argument ?  Debora did rule in Israel, and Hulda spoke
prophecie in Iuda: Ergo it is laufull for women to reigne
aboue realmes and nations, or to teache in the presence
NOTE of men. The consequent is vain and of none effect.
For of examples, as is before declared, we may establishe
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no lawe, but we are alwayes bounde to the lawe writen,
and to the commandement expressed in the same. And the.
lawe writen and pronounced by God, forbiddeth nio lesse that
any woman reigne ouer man, then it forbiddeth man to take
pluralitic of wiues, to mary two sisters liuing at ons, to steale,
to robbe, to murther or to lie. If any of these hath bene
transgressed, and yet God hath not imputed the same: it
maketh not the like fact or dede lawfull vnte vs. For God
being free, may for suche causes as be approued by his
inscrutable wisdome, dispense with the rigor of his lawe, and
may vse his creatures at his pleasure. But the same power
is not permitted to man, whom he hath made subiect to his
lawe, and not to the examples of fathers. And this I thinke

“sufficient to the reasonable and moderate spirites. But to
represse the raging of womans madnes, I will descend
somswhat deeper in to the mater, and not feare to affirme: that
as we find a contrarie spirit in all these moste wicked women,
that this day be exalted in to this tyrannouse authoritie, to
the spirite that was in those godly matrons: so I feare not, I
say, to affirme, that their condition is valike, and that their
end shalbe diuers. In those matrones we finde dusities
that the spirit of mercie, truthe, iustice and of ﬁfﬁfﬂi‘ﬁ"‘ the
humilitie did reigne. . Vnder them we finde that e
God did shewe mercie to his people, delinering Zfesateles.
them frome the tyrannie of strangiers; and from the venom of
idolatrie by the handes and counsel of those women: but in
these of our ages, we finde crueltie, falshed, pride, couetousnes,
deceit, and oppression. In them we also finde the spirit
of Iesabel, and Athalia, vnder them we finde the simple
people oppressed, the true religion extinguished, and
the blood of Christes membres most cruellie shed. And
finallie by their practises and deceit, we finde auncient
wealmes and nations geuen and betrayed in to the handes of
strangiers, the titles and liberties of them taken frome the
-1uste possessors. Which one thinge is an euident testimonie,
howe vnlike our_mischeuous . Maryes be vnto Debora, vader
whome were strangiers chased owt of Israel, God so raising
her vp to be a mother and deliuerer to his oppressed people.
‘But (alas) he hath raised vp these Iesabelles to be w~vora
the vitermoste of his plagues, the whiche mans vnthankfulnes
hath long deserued. But his secret and most iust iudgement,

ENG, ScH., LIB. No 2. 4
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“shal nether excuse them, neither their mainteiners, because
their counsels be diuers. But to prosecute my purpose, let
such as list to defend these monstres in their tyrannie,
proue first, that their souvereine maistresses be like to
Debora in god]mes and pitie: and secondarilie, -that the
same successe doth folowe their tyrannie, which did folowe
the extraordinarie regiment of that godlie matrone. Which
things althogh they were able to do (as they neuershalbe, let
NOTE, them blowe til they brast) yet shall her example
profet them nothing at all. For they are neuer able to proue
Megedie  that ether Debora, or any other godlie woman

wenan did

ewer claime (hauing the commendatipn of the hOlie ghOSte
;’::jfiﬁff,i”,;_,, within the scriptures) hath vsurped authoritie
reasen ofker - ghoue any realme or nation, by reason of their
Sload, birth and blood. Nether yet did they claime it by
right or inheritance : but God by his singular priuiledge, fauor,
and grace, exempted Debora from the common malediction
geuen to women in that behalf: and against nature he made
her prudent in counsel, strong in courage, happie in regiment,
and a hlessed mother and deliverer to his people. The
whiche he did partlie fo aduance and notifie the power of his

whrCod  maiestie as well to his ennemies, as to his owne
warieth: by eople: in that that he declared himsell able to
extraovdinarie peop . .

renies. geue saluation and deliuerance, by meanes of the

moste weake vesselles: and partlie he did it to confound
and ashameall manof that age, because they had for the moste
part declined frome his true ebedience. And'therfore was the
spirit of courage, regiment, and boldnes taken from them for a
time to their confusion and further humiliation.. But what
maketh this for Mary and her matche Phillippe ? One thing
I wold aske of suche as depend vpon the example of Debora,
whether she was widowe or wife, when she iudged Israel, and
when that God gaue that notable victorie to his people vader
her? If they answer she was widowe, I wold lay against
them the testimonie of the holie ghost, witnessinge that she
Iudic. 4. was wife to ‘Lapidoth. And if they will shift, and
alledge, that so she might be called, notwithstanding that her
husband was dead, I vrge them further that they are not able
to proue it to be any common phrase and maner of speache
in the scriptures, that a woman shall be called the wife of a
‘dead man, except that there be some note added, wherbie it
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may be knowen that her husband is departed, as is witnessed of
Anna. Butin this place of the iudges,there is no Zwe =
‘note added, that her husband shuld be dead, but e 4
-rather the expressed contrarie. For the text saith: In that
time a worran named Debora a prophetesse, wife to Lapidoth
iudged Israel. The holie ghost plainlie speaketh, that what
time she iudged Israel, she was wife to Lapidoth. If she
was wife, and if she ruled all alone in Israel; then wvorTz

I aske why did she not preferre her husband to that honorto
be capitain, and to be leader to the host of the Lord. If any
thinke that it was her husbande, the text proueth the con-
trarie. For it affirmeth that Barak, of the tribe of Nephtalie
was apointed to that office. If Barak had bene her husband :
to what purpose shuld the holie ghost so diligentlie. haue
noted the tribe, and an other name then was before expressed ?
Yea to what purpose shuld it be noted, that she send and
called him ? whereof I doubt not, but that cuerie reasonable
man doth consider that this Barak was not her husband,
and therof likwise i is euident, that her iudgement or
gouernement in Israel was no such vsurped power, as our
quenes vniustlie possesse this day, but that it was the spirit
of prophecie, which rested vpon her, what time the multitude
of the people wrogit wickedlie in the eyes of the Lord: by
the whiche spirit, she did rebuke the idolatrie and iniquitie
of the people, exhort them to repentance, and in the end,
did bring them this comfort, that God shuld deliver them
from the bondage and thraldom of their-ennemies. Andthis
she might do, not withstanding that an other did vyorz
occupie the place of the supreme magistrat, (if any was in
those dayes in Israel) for so I finde did Hulda the wife
of Sallum in the dayes of Iosias king of Iuda = Re. 2
speake prophecie and comfort the king : and yet he resigned
to her nether the sceptre, nor the sword. That this our
interpretacion, how that Debora did iudge in Israel is the
true meaning of the holie ghost, the pondering and weying
of the historie shall manifestlie proue. When she sendeth
for Barak, I pray you, in whose name geueth she him
his charge? Doth she speake to him as kinges and Zeforw
princes vse to speake to their subiectes in suche et asprinces
cases? No, but she speaketh, as she that had a Zr..z.
speciall reuelation frome God, whiche nether was knowen to

4%
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Barak nor to the people, saying : hath not the Lord God of
Israel commanded the? Thisis her preface, by the whiche
she wold stirre vp the dull senses of Barak, and of the people,
willing to persuade vnto them, that the time was comen,
when God wold shewe him selfe their protector and deliverer,
in which preface she vsurpeth to her selfe, nether power nor
authoritie, For she saith not, 1 being thy princes, thy
maistresse, thy souereine ladie and quene, commande the
vpon thine ailegeance, and vnder pain of treason to go,
and gather an armie. No, she spoileth her self of all
power to commande, attributing that authoritie to God, of
whom she had her renelation and certitude to apoint Barak
‘capitain, which after appeareth more plainlie. For when she
had declared to him the hole counsel of God, apointing
vato him aswell the nombre of his souldiors, as the
tribes, owt of which they shuld be gathered: and when
she had apointed the place of the batel, {whiche she coulde
not haue done, but by especiall reuelation of God) and had
assured him of victorie in the name of God, and yet that he
‘fainted and openlie refused, to entre in to that iourney except
‘that the prophetesse wold accompanie him, she did vse
against him no external power, she did not threaten him with
vebellion and’ death, but for assurance of his faint hart
and weake conscience, being content to go with him, she
pronounceth, that the glorie shulde not be his in that iourney,
but that the Lord shuld sell Sisera in to the hand of a
woman. Such as haune more pleasure inlight then in darknes,
may clearlie perceiue, that Diebora did vsurpe no such power
nor authoritie, as our quenes do this day claime. But that
she was indued with the spirit of wisdome, of knowledge,
and of the true feare of God: and by the same she iudged
the factes of the rest of the people. She rebuked their
defection and idolatry, yea and also did redresse to her power,
the iniuries, that were done by man to man. But all this, 1
say, she did by the spirituall sworde, that is, by the worde
of Ged, and not by any temporall regiment or authoritie,
whiche she did vsurpe ouer Israel. In which, I suppose, at
that time there was no laufull magistrate, by the reason of
their greate affliction. For so witnesseth the historie,
‘saying : And Ehud being dead, the Lorde sold Israel in to
the hand of Iabin king of Canaan. And he by Sisera his
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capitain afflicted Israel greatlie the space of twentie yeares.
And Debora her self, in her song of thankes geuing, confesseth
that before she did arise mother in Israel, and in the dayes
of lacl, there was nothing but confusion and trouble. If
any sticke to the terme, alledging that the holie ghost saith,
that she iudged Israel: let them vnderstand, that 7e sz s
nether doth the Ebrue word, nether yet the Latin, istmidof
alwayes signific ciuile iudgement, or the execu- Jef
tion of the temporall sword, but most commonlie is taken
in the sense, which we haue before expressed. For of
Christ it 1s said: he shal iudge many nations.. And that
he shall pronounce iudgement to the gentiles. ;...
And yet it is euident, that he was no minister of Zai e
the temporal sword. God commandeth Terusalem a4
and Iuda to iudge betwixt him and his vineyarde, Z&o= s
and yet he apointed not them all to be ciuil magistrates. To
Ezechiel it is said: shalt thou not iudge them Zuek zo
sonne of man? and after: thou sonne of man, fow o
shalt thou not iudge? shalt thou not iudge, I say, the
citie of blood? and also: behold, I shall iudge betwixt
beast and beast. And such places in great nombre, are to
be founde thrughout the holé scriptufes, and yet I trust no
man wilbe so foplish, as to thinke that any of the Prophetes
were apointed by God to be politike iudges, or to punishe
the sinnes of man, by corporal punishment. No the maner
of their iudgement is expressed in these wordes: Declare
to them all their abominations, and thou shalt Zeect. 22
say to them: Thus saith the Lorde God: a citie shedding
blood in the middest of her, that her time may approche
and which hath made idoles against her seife, that she
might be polluted. Thou hast transgressed in the blood
which thou hast shed, and thou are pelluted in the idoles,
which thou hast made. Thus, I say, do the prophetes of
God iudge, pronouncing the sentence of God against male-
factors. And so I doubt not but Debora iudged, what time
Israel had declined from God: rebuking their defection, and
exhorting them to repentance, without vsurpation of any
ciuill authoritie. And if the people gaue vnto her for a
time any reuerence or honour, as her godlines and happie
counsel did well deserue, yet was it no such wvorz
empire, as our monsires claime. For which of her sonnes or
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nerest kinsmen left she ruler and iudge in Israel after
her. The holie ghost expresseth no such thing. Wherof it
15 euident, that by her example God offreth no occasion
to establish any regiment of women aboue men, realmes,
and nations. '

But now to the second obiection. In whiche women
Au wiswer fo reguire (as to them appeareth) nothing but equitie
Vie second . . . -
obiection.,  and iustice. 'Whilest they and their patrones for
them, require dominion and empire aboue men. For this is
their question : Is it net lavful, that women haue their right
and inheritance, like as the doughters of Zalphead were
commanded by the mouth of Moses to haue their portion
of grounde in their tribe ?

I answer, it is not onlie lanfull that women possesse their
inheritance, but 1 affirme also that iustice and equitie require,
that so they do. But therwith I adde that whiche gladlie
what worass they list not vnderstand : that to beare rule ov
gltly lzave. aUthoritie ouer man, can neuer be right nor inherit-
ance to woman. For that can neuer be iust inheritance to
any person, whiche God by his word hath plainlie denied
viito them: but to all women hath God denied authoritie aboue
man, as meste manifestlie is before declared: Therfore to her
it can neuver be inheritance. And thus must the aduocates
of our ladies prouide some better example and strongar
argument. For the lawe made in fauor of the doughters
of Zalphead, will serue them nothing. And assuredlie greate
wonder it is, that in so greate light of Goddes truthe, men list
to grope and wander in darknes. Ior let them speak of
the donghters  coOnscience: if the petition of any of thesefore named
g Zalshad o omen was to reigne ouer any one tribe, yea or
pegmeoner  yet oner any one man within Israel. Plain it is,
Lsracl. they did not, but onelie required, that they might
haue a portion of greund amenge the men of their tribe, lest,
that the name of their father shuld be abolished. And this
was graunted vnto them without respect had to any ciuil
regiment. And what maketh this, I pray you, for the
establishing of this monstruous empire of women? The
question is not: if women may not succede to possession,
memensmay  guhstance patrimonie or inheritance, such as

specede o

it fathers may leaue to their children, for that I
720 A7

affice, willinglie grant: But the question is: if women
may succede to their fathers in offices, and chieflie to
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that office, the executor wherof doth occupie the place
and throne of God. And that I absolutelie denie: and feare
not to say, that to place a woman in authoritie aboue a
realme, is to pollute and prophane the royall seate, the
throne of iustice, which oght to be the throne of God:
and that to mainteine them in the same, is nothing els, but
continuallie to rebell against God. One thing there is
yet to be noted and obserued in the lawe made ~wm. 36

concerning the inheritance of the doughters of Zalphead, to
wit, that it was forbidden wvnto them to marie without their
owne tribe, lest that such portion as fell to their lotte, shuld
be transferred frome one tribe to an other, and so shuld the
tribe of Manasses be defrauded and spoiled of their iust
inheritance by their occasion. For auoiding of which it was
commanded by Moses, that they should marie in the familie
or housholde of the tribe and kindred of their father. Wonder
it is that the aduocates and patrones of the right ocw patrones
of our’ ladies did not comsider and ponder this /7 uemeas
lawe before that they counseled the blinde princes cantion.

and vaworthie nobles of their countries, to betray the liberties
therof In to the handes of strangiers. England for satisfying
of the inordinat appetites of that cruell monstre Marie
(vnworthie by reason of her bloodie tyrannie, of the name of
a woman} betrayed (alas) to the proude spaniarde: and
Scotlande by the rashe madnes of foolish gouerners, and
by the practises of a craftie dame resigned likewise, vnder title
of mariage in to the power of France. Doth such translation
of realmes and nations please the iustice of God, or is
the possession by such means obteined, lauful in his sight ?
Assured I am that it is not. No other wise, I say, £l

" . gotten by
then is that possession, wherunto theues, mur- #racties ars

therers, tyrannes and oppressors do attein by theft oo,

murther, tyrannie, viclence, deceit, and oppression, whiche
God of his secrete (but yet most iust) iudgement doth often
permit for punishment, aswel of the sufferers, as of the violent
oppressors, but doth neuer approue the same as laufull and
godlie. For if he wold not permit that the inheritance of the
children of Israel shuld passe frome one tribe to an other by
the mariage of any doughter, not withstanding xors.

that they were all one people, all spake one tonge, all were
descended of one father, and all did professe one God, and
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one religion: If yet, I say, God weld not suffer that the
commaoditie and vsuall frute, which might be gathered of the
portion of grounde limited and assigned to one iribe shulde
passe to an other: Will he suffer that the liberties, lawes,
commodities and frutes of hole realmes and nations, be geuen
in to the power and distribution of others, by the reason
of mariage, and in the powers of suche, as besides, that
they be of a strange tonge, of strange maners and lawes,
they are alse ignorant of God, ennemies to his truth,
deniers of Christ Iesus, persecutors of his true membres,
and haters of all vertue? As the cdious nation of span-
iardes doth manifestlie declare: who for very despit, which
The they do beare against Christe Iesus, whome
spomiardes + their forefathers did crucifie (for Tewes they are,
#exbrger a5 histories de witnesse, and they them selues

Lactd Marie o

ﬁf;:,fg;;f:;_f confesse) do this day make plaine warre against
Tosse. all true professors of his holie gospell. And
howe blindlie and ootragiouslie the frenche king, and his
pestilent prelates do fight against the veritie of God. the
flaming fiers, which lick vp the innocent blood of Christes
Hote the low membres do witnesse, and by his cruel edictes is
which he hoth potified and proclaimed. And yet to these two
proclained in - . .
Franice cruell tyrannes {to I'rance, and Spain I meane} is
agniest sk, the right and possession of England and Scotland
Ladherians  gpointed. But iust or laufull shall that possession
neuer be, till God do chaunge the statute of his former lawe :
whiche he will not do for the pleasure of man., For he hath
not created the earth to satisfie the ambition of twe or three
At 17 tyrannes, but for the vniuversall seed of Adam: and
hath apointed and defined the boundes of their habitation to
dinerse natiens, assigning diuers countries as he him selfe
confesseth, speaking to Israel in these wordes: You shal
Pester.z. passe by the boundes and limites of your bretheren
the sonnes of Esau, who dwell in meunt Seir. They shall feare
yvou. DBut take diligent hede, that ye shewe not your selues
cruell against them. For I will geue you no part of their land.
No not the bredth of a foote. For mount Seir I haue geuen
to Esau to he possessed. And the same he doth witnesse of
pext. 3z the sonnes of Lot, to whom he had geuen Arre
to be possessed. And Moses plainlie affirmeth, that when
the almightie did distribute, and diuide possessions to the
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gentiles, and when he did disperse, and scatter the sonnes
of men, that then he did apoint the limites and boundes of
peoples, for the nomber of the sonnes of Israel. Wheref
it.is plain, that God hath not exposed the earth in ¥orzm
pray to tyrannes, making 2all thing laufull, which by viclence
and murther they may possesse, but that he hath apointed
to euery seuerall nation, a seuerall possession, willing them to
stand content (as nature did teache an ethnik to ciers ogic.
affirme) with that portion, which by lotte and iust “*
meanes they had inioyed. IFor what causes God permitteth
this his distribution to be troubled, and the realmes of
auncient nations to be possessed of strangiers, I delay
at this time to intreate. Onlie this I hauve recited to
geue the worlde to vnderstand, that the reigne, empire,
and authoritie of women, hath no grounde within Leaimes
Goddes scriptures. Yea that realmes or prouinces warrage, is
possessed by their mariage, is nothinge but vniust fmgmese.
conquest. Iorso litie doth the lawe made for the doughters
of Zalphead helpe the cause of your quenes, that vtterlie it
fighteth against them, both damning their autkoritie and
fact. But now to the thirde obiection.

The consent, say they, of realmes and lawes pronounced
and admitted in this behalle, Iong consuetude and custome,
together with felicitie of some women in their Awwert
empires haue established their authoritie. Ta Lberim
whome, I answer, that nether may the tyrannie of princes,
nether the foolishnes of people, nether wicked lawes
made against God, nether yet the felicitie that in this
earthe may herof insue, make that thing laufull, whiche
he by his word hath manifestlie condemned. For if the
approbation of princes and people, lawes made by men, or
the consent of realmes, may establishe any thing against
God and his word, then shuld idolairie be preferred to the
true religion. FFor mo realmes and nations, mo lawes and
decrees published by Emperours with common consent of
their counsels, haue established the one, then haue approued
the other. And yet I thinke that no man of scunde tudgement,
will therfore iustifie and defend idolatrie. No more oght
any man to mainteine this odious empire of women, althogh
that 1t were approued of all men by their lawes, For
the same God that in plain wordes forbiddeth idolatrie,
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doth also forbidde the authoritie of women ouer man. As
the wordes of saint Paule before rehearsed do plainly teach
~vs. And therfore whether women be deposed from that
women may  vIIUSE authoritie (haue they neuer vsurped it so
aud it ivte long) or if ‘all such honor be denied vnto them, I
authoritie.  feare not to affirme that they are nether defrauded
of right, nor inheritance. TFor to women can that henor
neuer be due nor laufull {muche lesse inheritance) whiche
God hath so manifestlie denied vanto them.

I am not ignorant that the subtill wittes of carnall men
(which can neuer be broght vnder obedience of Goddes simple
the fnrei PTECEPLes to maintein this monstruous empire) haue
sttcteons vet {wo vaine shiftes. First they alledge, that albeit
women may not absolutelie reigne by themselues, because
they may nether sit in iudgement, nether pronounce sentence,
nether execute any publike office : yet may they do all such
thinges by their lieutenantes, deputies and fudges substitute. .
Secondarilie, say they, a woman borne to rule ouer anyrealme,
may chose her a husband, and to him she may transfer and geue
her authoritie and right. To both [ answer in fewe wordes.
First that frome a corrept and venomed fountein can spring
no holsome water: Secondarilie that no person hath power
to geue the thing, which doth not lustlie appertein to
womencan them selues: But the authoritie of a woman is a
Zanful oficer. COTTUDted - fountein, and therfore from her can
neuer spring any lauful officer. She is not borne to rule
ouer men: and therfore she can apointe none by her gift,
nor by her power (which she hathn ot) to the place of alaufull
f:éfug;ﬁ;ﬁ magistrat. And therfore W}_w soeuer receiueth of
e e a woman, office or authoritie, are adulterous and
bastard officers before God. This may appeare straunge
at the first affirmation, but if we will be as indifferent and
equall in the cause of God, as that we can be in the cause of
man, the reason shall sodeinlie appeare. The case suposed,
that a tyranne by conspiracie vsurped the royall seat and
dignitie of a king, and in the same did so established him
selfe, that he apointed officers, and did what him list for a
time, and in this meane time, the native king made streit
inhibition to 2]l his subiectes, that none shuld adhere to this
traitor, nether yet receiue any dignitie of him, yet neuer the
lesse they wold honor the same traitor as king, and becomme
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his officers in all affaires of the realme. If after, the natiue
prince did recouer his iust honor and possession, shuld he
repute or esteme any man of the traitors apeintement for a
laufull magistrate ? or for his frende and true subiect? or
shuld he not rather with one sentenice condemne the head
with the membres? And if so he shuld do, who were
able to accuse him of rigor? much lesse to condemne his
sentence of iniustice. And dare we denie the same power
to God in the like case? For that woman reigneth ahoue
man, she hath obteined it by treason and conspiracie
committed against God. Howe can it be then, that she being
criminall and giltle of treason against God committed, can
apointe any officer pleasing in his sight? It is a thing
impossible. Wherefore let men that receitie of womnin
women authoritie, honor or office, be most as- fires,
suredly persuaded, that in so mainteining that e
vsurped power, they declare them selues ennemies to God.
If any thinke, that because the realme and estates therof, haue
geuen their consentes to a woman, and haue established her,
and her autheritie: that therfore it is laufull and acceptable
before God: let the same men remembre what I haue said
before, to wit, that God can not approue the doing nor con-
sent of any multitude, concluding any thing against his worde
and ordinance, and therfore they must haue a more assured
defense against the wrath of God, then the approbation and
consent of a blinded multitude, or elles they shall not be
able to stand in the presence of the consuming fier : that is,
they must acknowledge that the regiment of a wie 2
woman is a thing most odious in the presence of ifteg
God. They must refuse to be her officers, because &4

she is a traitoresse and rebell against God. And finallie they
must studie to represse her inordinate pride and tyrannie to
the vttermost of their power. The same is the dutie of the
nobilitie and estates, by whose blindnes a woman is promoted.
First in so farre, as they haue moste haynouslie offended
against God, placing in authoritie suche as God by his worde
hath remoued frome the same, vnfeinedly they oght to call for
mercie, and being admonished of their error and damnable
fact, in signe and token of true repentance, with common
consent they oght to retreate that, which vnaduisedlie and by
ignorance they haue pronounced, and oght without further
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delay to remoue from authority all such persones, as by
vsurpation, violence, or tyrannie, do possesse the same. For
s0 did Israel and Iuda after they had reuolted from Dauid,
2 Reg 1. and Iuda alone in the dayes of Athalia. For after
that she by murthering her sonnes children, had obteined the
empire ouer the land, and had most vnhappelie reigned in
Iuda six years, lehoiada the high priest called together the
Marie s CAPItaines and chief rulers of the people, and shewing
ﬁ;j;ﬁ:ﬁw tothemthekingessonne Ioas[h],did bindethem by an
Goddes iawe  Othe to depose that wicked woman, and to promote
provemiist the king to his royall seat, which they faithfullie
did, killinge at his commandement not onlie that cruell and
mischeuous woman, but also the people did destroie the
temple of Baal, break his altars and images, and kill Mathan
Baales high priest before his altars. The same is the dutie
aswell of the estates, as of the people that hath bene blinded.
First they oght to remoue frome henor and authoritie, that
monstre in nature {so call I a woman cled in the habit of
man, yea a woman against nature reigning aboue man).
Secondarilie if any presume to defende that impietie, they
oght not to feare, first to pronounce, and then after to execute
against them the sentence of deathe. If any man be affraid
to violat the oth of obedience, which they haue made to suche
maonstres, let them be most assuredly persuaded, that as the
heginning of their othes, proceding from ignorance was sinne,
so is the obstinate purpose to kepe the same, nothinge but
plaine rebellion against God. But of this mater in the second
blast, God willing, we shall speake more at large.

And nowe to put an end to the first blast, seing that by
the ordre of nature, by the malediction and curse pronounced
against woman, by the mouth of S. Paule the intrepreter cf
Goddes sentence, by the example of that common weltk, in
whiche God by his word planted ordre and policie, and
finallie by the judgement of the most godlie writers, God
hath deiected woman frome rule, dominion, empire, and
authoritie aboue man. Moreouer, seing that nether the
example of Debora, nether the lawe made for the doughters
of Zalphead, nether yet the foolishe consent of an ignorant
multitude, be able to 1ustifie that whiche God so plainlie hath
An condemned : let all men take hede what quarell
admonition and cause frome hence furthe they do defend. If
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God raise vp any noble harte to vendicat the libertie ot
“his counirie, and to suppresse the monstruous empire of
“women, fet ali suche as shal presume to defend them in the
- same, moste certeinlie knowe, that in so doing, they lift their
hand against Ged, and that one day they shall finde his
power to fight against their foolishnes. . Let not the faithfull,
godlie, and valiant hartes of Christes souldiers be vtterlie
discouraged, nether yet letthe tyrannes reioise, albeit fora time
they triumphe against such asstudie to represse their tyrannie,
and to remoue them {rom vniust authoritie. For the causes
alone, why he suffereth the souldiers to fail in batel, whome
neuerthelesse he commandeth to fight as somtimes did
Israel fighting against Beniamin. The cause of the Israelites
was most iust : for it was to punishe that horrible abomination
of those sonnes of Belial, abusing the leuites sudic 20
‘wife, whome the Beniamites did defend. And they had
Goddes precept to-assure them of well doing. For he did
not onelie comimande them to fight, but also apeinted Iuda
to be their leader and capitain, and yet fell they twise in
plain batel against those most wicked adulterers.

The secret cause of this, I say, is knowen to God alone.
But by his euident scriptures we may assuredly whyGod

Y . . Permittellt
gather, that by such means doth his wisdonie Somfimes 4is

somtimes, beat downe the pride of the flesh (for jusidis
the Israelites at the firste frusted in their multitude, power
and strength) and somtimes by such ouerthrowes, he will
punish the offenses of his owne children, and bring them to
the vnfeined knowledge of the same, belore he will geue
them victorie against the manifest contemners, whom he hath
apointed neuerthelesse to vttermost perdition : as the end of
that batel did witnesse. For althogh with greate murther the
children of Israel did twise fall before the Beniamites, vet
after they had wept before the Lorde, after they had fasted .
and made sacrifice in signe of their vnfeined repentance,
they so preuailed against that proude tribe of Beniamin,
that after 25. thousande strong men of warre were fwdic. 20

killed in batel, they destroyed man, woman, childe and
‘beaste, as well in the fieldes, as in the cities, whiche all were
burned with fier, so that onelie of that hole tribe remained
six hundredth men, who fled o the wildernes, where they
remained foure monethes, and so were saued. The same
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God, who did execute this grevons punishment, euen by
xor#s  the handes of those, whom he suffred twise to be
ouercomen in batel, doth this day retein his power and iustice.
Cursed Tesabel of England, with the pestilent and detestable
generation of papistes, make no litle bragge and boast, that
they haue triumphed not only against Wyet, but also against
all such as haue entreprised any thing against them or their
procedinges.” But let her and them consider, that yet they
haue not preuailed against god, his throne is more high, then
that the length of their hornes be able to reache. And let
them further consider, that in the beginning of their bloodie
reigne, the haruest of their iniquitie was not comen to full
maturitie and ripenes. No, it was so grene, so secret [
meane, so couered, and so hid with hypocrisie, that some men
(euen the seruantes of God) thoght it not impossible, but
that wolues might he changed in to iambes, and also that the
vipere might remoue her natural venom. But God, who doth
reuele in his time apointed the secretes of hartes, and that
will hauve his iudgementes iustified euen by the verie wicked,
hath now geuen open testimonie of her and their beastlie
crueltie. For man and woman, learned and vnlearned,
nobles and men of baser sorte, aged fathers and tendre
damiselles, and finailie the bones of the dead, aswell women
as men haue tasted of their tyrannie, so that now not onlie
the blood of father Latimer, of the milde man of God the
bishop of Cantorburie, of learned and discrete Ridley, of
innocent ladie Iane dudley, and many godly and worthie
preachers, that can not be forgetten, such as fier hath con-
sumed, and the sworde of tyrannie moste vniustlie hath shed,
doth call for vengeance in the eares of the Lord God of
hostes : but also the scbhhes and teares of the poore oppressed,
the groninges of the angeles, the watch men of the Lord,
yea and euerie earthlie creature abused by their tyrannie do
continuallie crie and call for the hastie execution of the
same. 1 feare not to say, thatthe day of vengeance, whiche
shall apprehend that horrible monstre Iesabal of England,
and suche as-maintein her monstruous crueltie, is alredie
apointed in the counsel of the Eternall; and I verelie beleue
that it is so nigh, that she shall not relgne so long in tyrannie,
as hitherto she hath done, when Gad shall declare him selfe
to be her ennemie, when he shall poure furth contempt vpon
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her, according to her crueltie, and shal kindle the hartes of
such, as somtimes did fauor her with deadly hatred against
her, that they may execute his ludgementes. And therfore
Iet such as assist her, take hede what they do. For assuredlie
her empire and reigne is a wall without foundation ; I meane
the same of the authoritie of all women. It hath Z7% o

. . . . . jtie gf all
bene vnderpropped this blind time that is past, with wairer, s

the foolishnes of people; and with the wicked lawes Bt
of ignorant and tyrannous princes. But the fier of Goddes
worde is alredie laide to those rotten proppes (I include the
Popes lawe with the rest) and presentlie they burn, albeit we
espie not the flame: when they are consumed, (as shortlie
they will be, for stuble and drie timbre can not long indure the
fier) that rotten wall, the vsurped and wvniust empire of
women, shall fall by it self in despit of all man, to the
destruction of so manie, as shall labor to vphold it. And
therfore let ail man be aduertised; for the trumpet hath
ones blowen, :

Praise God ye that feare him,
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The following postscript occurs at p. 78 of JouN KNoX's Appellation
&+¢., which is dated “ From Genecua. The 14 of Luly, 15587

IOHN KNOXE TO THE READER.

|| Ecause many are offended at the first blast
of the trompett, in whiche I affirme, that to
promote a weman to beare rule, or empire
) aboue any realme, nation or citie, is
repugnant to nature, contumelie to God,
and a thing moste contraricuse to his
reuealed and appxoued ovdenance: and because also, that
somme hath promised (as I vnderstand) a confutation of the
same, I haue delayed the second blast, till such tyme as their

reasons appere, by the which I either may be reformed in
opinion, or els shall haue further occasion more simply and
plainly to vtter my indgement. Yet in the meane tyme for
the discharge of my conscience, and for avoyding suspition,
whiche might be ingendred by reason of my silence, I could
not cease to notifie these subsequent propositions, which
by Gods grace I purpose to entreate in the second blast
promised.

1 It is not birth onely nor propinquitie of blood, that
maketh a kinge lawiully to reign aboue a people professing
Christe Iesus, and his eternall veritie, but in his election
must the ordenance, which God hath established, in the

election of inferiour iudges be obserued.
ENG, ScH. Lrs, No. 2, 3
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2 No manifest idolater nor notoriouse transgressor of
gods holie preceptes o[ulght to be promoted to any publike
regiment, honour or dignitie in any realme, prouince or citie,
that hath subiected theim] self to Christe Iesus and to his
blessed Euangil.

3 Neither can othe nor promesse bynd any such people
to obey and maintein tyrantes against God and against his
trueth knowen.

4 But if either rashely they haue promoted any manifest
wicked personne, or yet ignorantly haue chosen suche a
one, as after declareth him self vaworthie of regiment aboue
the people of God (and suche be all idolaters and cruel
persecuters) moste iustely may the same men depose and
punishe him, that vnaduysedly before they did nominate,
appoint and electe.

MATTH. VI,
If the eye be single, the whole body shalbe clere,

[Underlying these Propositions is the great truth that the Dulers exist
for the people, and not the people foi the Rulers.]




APPENDIX.
FouN KNoX's apologerical Defence of his
First Blast &c, 70 Queen ELIZABETH.

12 Juny 1559. JoHN Kwox to Sir Wrnriam CEcIL.

The spreit of wisdom heall your hart to the glorie of God
and {o the comforte of his afflicted mind.

a) N[e] caus(e] of my present writing is ryght
0 honorable humblie to requyr you to Deliuer
this other lettre enclosed to the quenes
grace quilk conteaneht in few and sempill
wordes my confession what I think of her
authoritie, how far it is Just, and what may
e make it odious in goddis presence.

AAEAT Tt I hear there is a confutation sett {urht
in prent against the first blast, God graunt that the writar
haue no more sought the fauours of the world, no less the
glory of God and the stable commoditie of his country then
did him who interprised in that blast to vt[tler his Conscience.
When 1 shall have tymle] (which now Is Dear and straitt
vnto me) to peruse that work [ will communicat[e] my Judge-
ment with you concernying the saml[e], The tym[e] Is now
sir that all that eyther thrust Christ Jesus to rie]ing in this
yle, the liberties of the sam(e] to be keapt, to the inhabitantes
therof, and theire hartis to be joyned tegether in love
vnfeaned ought rather to study how the samle] may be
brought to pass then vainly to trauall for the maintenance
of that wharof allready we have seen the daunger, and feit
the smart. :
State Papers, Scotiand, Vol, 1, Art. 57. in Public Record office, London.

20 JULY I559. JoHN Knox's Declaration to QUEEN
ELIZABETH.
To the vertenus and godlie EvizasenT by the grace
of GOD quen of England ete Jorn Kwnox desireht
the perpetuall Encrease of the Holie Spiritt. etc.

.S your graces displeasur against me most Iniustlie
conceaued, hath befen] and is to my wretched hart
Wy 2 burthen grevous and almost intollerabill, soisthe

% testimonye of a clean conscience to me a stay and
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vphold that in desperation I sink nof, how vehement that
ever the temptations appear. for in GODDis presence my
conscience beareht me reacord that maliciouslie nor of pur-
pose I inoffended your grace, nor your realme. And therfor
how so ever I be Iudged by man, I am assured to be
absolued by him who onlie knoweht the secreatis of
hartes,

I can not Deny the Writeing of a booke against the
vsurped aucthoritie and Iniust regiment of wemen, neyther
yet am I mynded to retract or to call any principall point or
proposition of the samle], till treuth and veritie do farther
appear, but why that eyther your grace, eyther yit ony such
as vnfeanedlie favourthe libertie of England should be offended
at the aucthor of sucha work I can perceaue no iust occasion,

for first my booke tuchheht not your graces person in
especiall, neyther yit is it preiudiciall till any libertie of
the realme yf the tyme and my Writing be indifferently
considered. Ilow could I be enemy to your graces person ?
for deliverance qubairef I did mor[e! study, and interprise
farther, than any of those that now accuse me. And as
concerning your regiment how could ? or can I envy that?
which most I haue thrusted and for the which {as obliuion
will suffer) I render thankis vnfeanedlie unto GOD. that is,
that it hath pleased Him of His eternall goodnes to exalt your
head (which tymes wes in Daunger) to the manifestation of
his glorie and extirpation of Idolatrie.

And as for any offence whiche 1 haf committed against
England eyther in writeing that or of any other werk I will
not refuse that moderate and indifferent men Iudge and
decerne betwixt me and thost that accuse me. To witt
Whither of the partijs Do most hurt the libertie of England,
I that afferme that no woman may be exalted above any
realme to makle} the libertie of the sami[e] thrall to a
straunge, proud, and euell nation, or thai that approve
whatsoeuir pleaseth princes for the tyme. '

Yf T were wer[e] asweall disposed till accuse, as som of
them (till thair owne schame) haue declared thame selves 1
nothing dowbt but thatin few wordis T should lett ressonabiil
men vanderstand that som that this Day lowlie crouche to
your grace, and lauboure to make me odious in your eyes, did
in your aduersitie neyther shew thame selvis faithfull frendis
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to your grace, neyther yit so loving and cairfull ouer thair
native cuntry as now thai wold be esteamed.,

But omitting the accusation of others for my owne
purgation and for your graces satisfaction I say. That
nothyng in my booke conceaued Is, or can be preiudiciall
to your graces iust regiment prouided that ye be not found
vngrate unto GOD. Vngrate ye shalbe proued in presence
of His throne, (howsoeuir that flatterairs Tustifie your fact)
yi ve transfer the glory of that honour in which ye now stand
to any other thing, then to the dispensation of His mercy
which onelye mackethe that lauthfull to your grace Which
nature and law Denyeth to all woman. Neyther wald I that
your grace should fear that this your humiliation befoir GOD
should in any case infirm or weaken your Iust and lauthtull
authoritie befoir men. Nay madam such vnfeaned confession
of goddis benefittis receaued shalbe the establishment of
the sam[e] not onelye to your self, bot also to your sead
and posteritie. Whane contrariwise a prowd conceat, and
elevation of your self shalbe the occasion thal your reing
shalbe vnstabill, trublesum and schort.

GOD Is witness that vnfeanediie I both love and reverence
your grace, yea 1 pray that your reing may be long, pros-
perous, and quyet. And that for the quyetnes which
Curistis membris before persecuted haue receaued vnder
yow. but yit yf I should flatter your grace I were no freind,
but a deceavabill trater. -And therfor of conscience I am
compelled to say, that neyther the consent of peopill, the
proces of tyme, nor muititude of men, can establish a law
which GOD shall approve. but whatsceuer He approveht
(by his eternall word) that shalbe approued, and whatsoeuer
he dampneth shalbe condampneth,-though all men in earth
wold hasard the iustification of the sam[e]. And therfor(e]
madam the onlie way to retean and to keap those benefittes
of GOD haboundandlie powred now of laitt Dayis vpon yow,
and vpon your realme Is. vnfeanedlie to rendir vnto GOD, to
His mercy and vndeserued grace the [wlholl glory of this
your exaltatioun. forget your byrth and all tytill which
thervpon doth hingle], and considder deaplie how for feir of
your lyfe ye did deciyne from GOD, and bow till Idolatrie,
Lett it not appear a small offence in your eyis, that ye haue
declyned from Camrist IEsUs in the Day of his battale,
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neyther yit wold I that ye should esteam that mercy fo be
vulgar and commone which ye haue receaved. To witt. that
GOD hath covered your formar offence, hath preserued yow
when ye were most unthankfull, and in the end hath exalted
and raised yow vp not onlie from the Dust, but also from the
portes [gafes] of death to reull above his people for the
confort of his kirk. It aperteaneth to yow thairfor to
ground the iustice of your aucthoritie not vpon that law
which from year to year Doth change, but vpon the eternail
prouidence of Hym who contrarly] to nature, and without
your deserving hath thus exalted your head.

Y1 thus in GODDis presence ye humill [humble] your self,
as in my hart I glovifie GOD for that rest granted to His
afflicted flock within England under yow a weak instrument,
so will T with toung and pen iustilie your aucthoritie and
regiment as the HOLIE GHOST hath iustified the same
In peBora, that blessed mother in Israsil. but yf these
premisses {as GOD forbid) neglected, ye shall begyn te
brag of your birth, and to build your aucthoritie vpon your
owne law, flatter yow who so list youre felicite shalbe
schort. Interpret my rud(e] wordis in the best part as
written by him who is no ennemye to your grace.

By diuerse letters I haue required licence to vesitt your
realme not to seik my self nevther yit my owen ease, or
commodite, Whiche yf ye now refuse and deny 1 must
remit my [ ? ]to GOD, adding this for conclusioun. that
commonlie it is sein that such as luf not the counsall of the
faithfull (appear it never so scharp} are compelled to follow
the Deceat of flatteraris to thair owen perdition. The mighty
Spreit of the Lord IEsus move your hart to vnderstand
what is said, geve vnto yow the discretion of spirittes, and so
reull yow in all your actionis and interprisis that in yow
GOD may be glerified, His church edified, and ye vour self
as a livelle member of the sam[e] may be an exempilland
mirroure of vertew and of godlie Lief till others

So be it OIf Edinburgh the 20. Day of Julij. 1350,

By your graces [wlholly to command in godlynes.

Endarsed. JouN Knox.

To the ryght myghty ryght high and ryght excellent
princesse ELzaBETH quen of England etc

Be these Deliuered . State Pageps, Scotfand, Vol. 1. Art. 65,
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20 MARcH 156r. TrOMAS RANDOLPH to Sir WILLIAM
CeciL. [From Bevwick on Tweed.]

Master KNOX in certayne articles geuen vnto my Lord
JamEs at this tyme hath mytigated some what the rigour of
his booke, referringe myche vnto ye tyme that the same was
wrytten/ State Pagers, Scotland, Vel. 6, Art. 37.
5 AUG, 1561. JoHN Knox's secend Defence to Queen

ELizaBsTH,
Grace from GOD the Father throught our Lord
Jsus with perpetuall Encrease of his holie spiritt,
@ Ay it please your maiestie that it is heir certainlie

of Scois] travaleht earnestlie to have a treatise
p-a> intituled the first blast of the lrompetl confuted by
the answere of the learned in Diuerse realmes, And farther
that she lauboureht to inflambe the hartes of princes against
the writar And because that it may appear that your maiestie
hath interest. that she myndeht to trauall with your grace,
your graces counsell, and learned men for Judgement against
such a common enemy to women and to thair regiment. It
were but feolishnes to me to preseribe vnto your malestie
what is to be done in any thing but especialie in such thinges
as men suppose Do tuoch my self. But of onfe] thing I
think my self assured and therefor I Darfe] not conceall it.
To witt that neyther Doht our scueraine so greatlie fear her
owen estate by reasson of that book, neyther yet Doth she so
vnfeanedlie faucur the tranquilitie of your maiesties reing and
realme that shewe[u]lde tack sogreat and earnest paines. onles
that her crafty counsall in so Doing shot att a farther marck.

Two yeres ago 1 wrote vnto your maiestie my full Declara-
tien tuoching that work, experience since hath schawen that
1 am not Desirous of Innovations [i.e, in Government], so
that CHRiST JESUS be not in his members openlie troden
voder the feitt of the vngodlie. With furthie purgation I
will not trouble your maiestie for the present. Besechinge
the Eternall so to assist your Highnes in all affaires, that in
his sight you may be found acceptable, your regiment profit-
-able to your common wealht, and your factes [deeds] to be
such that lustlie thei may be ptaised of all godlie vnto the
cuming of the lord Jesus to whose mighty protection I un-
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feanedlie committ your maiestie
from Edinburgh the 5 of August 1561
Your malestles suruand to command in godlines
FEndorsed _]DHN Kwoz.
To the myghty and excellent princess EL1ZABETH the Quenes
maiestie of ENGLAND be these deliuered.
State Pagers, Scotland, Vol. 6, Art. 55.

Despite this triumphant appeal to his quiet citizenship under Mary
STUART, the following description of her mother shows that the great
Scotchman never altered his private opinion on this subject.

TN [1E peace as said is contracted. The Queene
Dowager past by sea to F[rJaunce with gallies
that for that purpose were prepared and tocke
with her diverse of the nobliiitie of Scotland. The
Eazles HuwnrLy, GLENCAIRNE, MERSHELL, CASSILLES.
The Lordes MAXWELL flying, Sir GEORGE DOWGLASSE,
together with all the kings scnnes, and diuerse Barrones,
and gentlemen of Ecclesiasticail estate: the Bishop of
Garroway, and manie others, with promise that they
should be rechlie rewarded for their good seruice. What
they receaued we can not tell, but few were made rich at
their returning. The Dowager had to practise somewhat with
her brethren, the Duke of GwyseE and the Cardinal of
Loralrjne. The weight wherof the gouernour after felt: for
shortlie after his returning, was the gouernour deposed of
the gouernement (Iustlie by GOD, but most iniustlie by
man) and she made regent, in the yere of our Lord 1554.
And a crowne put vpon her head, as seemelie a sight (if men
hiad eyes) as to put 2 saddle vpon the back of an voruly cow,
And so beganne she 10 practise, practise vpon practise, how
Fraunce might be aduanced, hir friends made rich, and she
bkrought to immortall glorie. For that was her common
talke, ““ So that I may procure the wealth and honour of my
iriendes, and a good fame vnto my selfe, I regarde not what
GOD doe after with me.” And in verie deede in deepe
dissimulation to bring her owne purpose to effect she passed
the common sort of women, as we will alter heare. But vet
GOD to whose Gospell she declared her selfe enemie, in the
end {did] trustrate her of her deuises. The Historie of the
Cluwyeh of Scotland, 1o, 192-193. [Ed. 1584].
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