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THE BEGUM S FORTUNE.

CHAPTER ..

ENTER MR SHARP.

REALLY these English newspapers are very Well written, "
said the worthy doctor to hingelf, as he leant back in a
great |€athern easy chaijr.

Dr. sarrasin had ai his iite been gjven to soliloquising,
one of the pgny results of absence of mind.

He was a man of ., or thereabouts his features were

refined clear |jyely eyes SNON€ through his steel spectacl es,
and the expression °f hi's countenance, although grave, Was
He was one of those pegple, |ooking at WNOMone

geni al .
" There is an honest man .

says at the first gl ance,
Notwi t hst andi ng the early hour, @nd the easy style Of
his gress, the doctor had gajready shaved and p,; on a
white cravat.
Scattered near himon the carpet @nNd 0N syndry chairs,
in the gjtting-room Of his hotel at grjghton, Iay copies Of

the Times, the Daily Tel egraph, and the paj|y News. 1t

B
n
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was not MUCh nore than ten g ¢ ock, yet the doctor had
been out wgiking in the town, had visited an pogpital,
returned to his notel, and read in the pjncipar LONdon

journals the full report of @ paper conmuni cated py him

tWO eyenings previously at @ peeting Of the great Inter

national pygj eni c Conference on the * Compt e gl obul es U
sang, " Of " bl ood- corpuscl e computator,” &n instrument he
had jnvented, and which even in Engl and keeps its French
name. Before hi mstood a breakfast-tray covered with a
snowy napkin, ON whi ch were pl aced @ well dressed cytlet,
a cyp of hot and ¢, aqrant tea, @Nd a pjare of that buttered
toast Which English cooks, thanks to gngljsh bakers, can
make to perfection.

"Yes," he repeated, "thesejournals are really adnirably
well written, there is NO genyjng the fact. Here is the
speech Of the president, the reply by Doctor ¢ cogna of
Napl es, My OWN paper in fu, all as it Were cayght in the

air, sei zed and phot ogr aphed at once .
" Dr. sarrasin of Douai rose and addressed the pgeting.

The honourabl e Menmber gpoke in French, and saig, My
auditors will perpit MB to express nyself in my own
| anguage, Which 1 @Msure pey understand far better than
I can speak theirs.'

" Five col umms in smal | print

" | cannot deci de which reports it best, the Times or the

Tel egraph, €ach seems so exact and so ; qcige. »
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Dr. Sarrasin had reached this poipnt in his peditations,
when one of the waiters of the establishment, @ gentlenman
MOSt correctly dressed in plack, entered, @Nd presenting @
card, inquired Whether " Monsiou  was “at hone’ to
a visitor.

Thi's appellation ©f " Monsiou the Engl i sh consider it
necessary 10 DEStOWngiscrimnately ON every Frenchman

inthe Same yay they Woul d think it a breach of ali the
rules of ciyijity did they fail to address an lItalian as
"Signor,” and a German as "Herr." perhaps On the

whol e the customis a ggod ON€ it certainly has the ad
vant age of at oNnce jndicati ng hationalities.

Consi derably surprised to hear of avisitor in a country
where he Was gcquainted W th NO gne, the doctor took the

card, and read with increased perplexity the following
. address
M. Shar p,
Solicitor,
93, Sout hanpt on Row, London.
He knewthat a " solicitor ~meant what he should call

an “avoueY and gignitied @ |awyer ©°f the conpound

nature of attorney, procurator, and poq ary.
"What o pie business can M. gharp have with e -

t hought the doctor. " Can 1 have got into SOME scrape OF
other without knpowing it? Are youy sure this card is
intended for Me . he asked.

B 2
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" Oh e, Monsiou.”

! Vel |, let the gent | eman cone in."

Ayoungi sh MAN entered the room whom the doctor at
once classed inthe great fanily Of " death's heads.” Thin
dry 1ips, drawn back fromjong white teetn, hol I ow ¢ enpl e-
bones, displayed beneath skin like parchment, the COM
plexion °f @ munmy, and small grey eyes @S sharp as
needl es, quite justified the titte. The rest of the gkel eton,
from the heels to the gccipyt, Was hidden from view

beneath an yister, Of @ jarge chequer pattern. his hand

grasped 2 patent-Ieather bag.

This personage entered, bowing " 2 hasty nanner,
pl aced bag and hat on the ground, t00k a chair without
waiting to have one offereq, and opened his business py
sayi ng

"Wlliam Henry sharp, Junior, ©f the firm of B ows,
Green, Sharp and Co.  Have I the honour of speaking to
Doct or Sarrasin ?"

' Yes, sir.”

"Francoi s Sarrasin? *

"That certainly is my nane.”

" O Douai ?"

"| reside at Douai."

"Your father's NaMe was Isidore Sarrasin ?"

! It Was so."

" Let us concl ude hi mto have been Isidore Sarrasin. "
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M. sharp drewa note-book fromhis pocket, consulted
., and resuned

"Isidore Sarrasin died at Paris in 1857, 6th Arrondisse-
ment, RUE Taranne, Number 54 the Hdtel des Ecoles,
NOW denol i shed. "

"“Perfectly correct, said the goctor, NMOre and nore
ast oni shed. "But will yoy have the kindness to ex
pl ain ?"

"Hi's nmother's name," pursued the jnperturbable M-

Sharp, ~WAS julie Langevol, originally ©f Bar-le-Duc,
daught er ©f Benedi ct Langevol , WhO lived in the all ey

Loriol, @nd died in 1812, as is shown py the mynjcjpal
registers Of the said 1OWN these [qgisters are a valuable

institution, St highly valuable hem hem and sister

of Jean Jacques Langevol, drummajor in the 3gth
Light- ~
"1 assure you " interrupted DOCtOr sarrasin, confounded

by this intimte acquaintance With his gepeal ogy, "that

you are better informed on these pgipgs than i aM pysel .

It is true that My grandnother's fanily name was
Langevol , @nd that is all 1 know about her."

"About the year 1807 She ireft the town of Bar-le-Duc
With your grandfather, Jean Sarrasin, WHOM she had
married in 1799 They settled at Mgl un, where he
worked as a tinsnith, and where, in 1811, Julie Langevol ,

Sarrasin's yife, died, leaving only ON€ chilg, Isidore
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Sarrasin, your father. From that tjne, up to the date
of his geath, discovered at paris, the thread is lost."

"l can gypply it,» said the gocror, interested in gpite
of hinself py this wonderful precision. "|\/y grand
father settled in Paris for the sake of the education of
his son, WNOM he destined to the medical pofession,
He died in 1832, at palaiseau, N€ar versailles, Where
My father practised @ @ physician, and where 1 was born

in 1822."

“You are ny man/' resumed M. gparp, " NO brothers
or sisters ?"

"None. 1 was the opy son ry mother died two
years after my birth.  Now, sir, Wil you tell ne 2

M. Sharp stood
Raj ah Bryah Jowahir Mothooranath,” said nhe pro
nouncing the nanmes with the egpect ShOWN py eyery

Engl i shman 10 @ tite, "1 am happy to have discovered
you, a@nd to be the first to congratul ate you. "

" The man s deranged, " thought the doctor "It is not
at all UNCOMDN gnppng these death's heads."

The solicitor read this opinion inhis eyes.

"1 amnot mad inthe g igntest degree * Said he caimy.
"You are at the present MOMENt the sole KNOWN heir to
the title of Rajah, WhicCh Jean Jacques Langevol WO
became a naturalised British gypject in 1819, succeeded to

the property of his wife the Begum Gokool , and died in
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1841, leaving only ON€ son, a@n idior, WNO died without
issue in 1869 Was allowed to assune by the Governor-
General of the proyjnce Of Bengal .

" The val ue of the estate has risen gyri ng the last (pirty
years to about five nillions of pounds sterling. It
remained sequestered and under guardianship, al nost
the whole of the interest going toO increase the  u5i¢q
during the tife of the inbecile son of jegn Jacques
Langevol .

"In 1870 the value of the inheritance was given in
round nunbers to be twenty-one Mmlilions of pounds
sterling, Of five hundred and {yenty-fjve milions of francs.

In fulfilment of an order of the | aw court of Agra, counter
signed by that of perpi, and confirmed py the prjyy
Counci|, the whole of the landed and personal property
has been so1 g, and the SUMrealised has been p gced in the
Bank of gngl and.

"The actual sum is five hundred and {yenty-seven
nillions of {;ancs, Which you can wi t hdr aw by @ cheque as
soon as you have proved your geneal ogical identity inthe
Court of chancery. ANnd in the meantime 1 @aMauthori sed
by Messrs. Trol | op, Smith and Co., Bankers, to offer you
advances to gny amount.”

Dr. Sarrasin sat petrified for SOME ninutes he coul d not
utter a WOrd then, jnpressed by @ conviction that this fine

story Was without gpy foundation in fact, he qujetiy said
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YAfter i . Where are the proofs Of (ps, and in

what wgy have yoy been led to find N out )

"The proofs @re nere, sir," replied M- sharp, tapping

on his ghjny |eather pag. "As to how i discovered you, it
has been in @ yery sinple way ' have been gearching for
you for five years It is the speciarity of our firmto find

heirs for the nunerous fortunes which year by year are
left in escheat in the British domi nions.

"For five years the guestion Of the inheritance of the
BegumGokool has exercised all our ingenuityand activity.
V& have made  nyest| gations I every direction, passed in
review hundreds of fanilies of yoyr NaMe without ¢jpng; ng
that of Isidore Sarrasin. I was al nost convinced that

there was not another of the NamMe in all grance, When

yesterday norning ' read in the pajjy NEeWS a ;gpor¢ of
the peeting ©of the Hygienic Conference, and observed
that anpng the nenbers was a Doctor gurasin, Of
whom had never before heard.

"Referring instantly t© My notes, and to hundreds of
papers ON the gupject Of this estate, | ascertained with
surprise that the town of Douai had gpirely escaped
our notice.

YW th the conviction that 1 had got ON the \jgnt scent,
| took the train for Bri ght on, sawyou | eave the meet i ng,

and a1 doubt vanished. YOU are the jjng i mge of

your great-uncle Langevol, of whom we possess & phot o-
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graph taken from a portrait by the Indian painger
Sar anoni . "

M. Sharp t00k a phot ograph from his pocket-book and
handed it to Dr. Sarrasin.

It represented @ tall MBN with a ypgnificent beard, &
crested turban, @nd a j¢p y brocaded robe.

He was seated after the manner of conventional portraits

of general's I" the arny, appearing t© P& drawing up @ plan
of attack, While attentively regarding the spectator.

In the packground coul d be gjpjy discerned the snoke
of battle and a charge O cavalry.

"A glance at these papers will inform ygy ON this
matter better than I can go,» continued M. gharp T
will |eave, themwith you, and return in a couple of hours,
it you will then perpit ME to take your orders.”

SO saying, M. Sharp drew from the gepths of his
gl azed bag Seven or ¢jgnt bundles of documents, Some
printed, SOME manuscript, placed themon the (ap¢ and
backed out of the room nurnuring

"l have the honour to wish the Rajah Bryah Jowahir
Mot hooranath a very good nor ni ng.

Partly convinced, partly ridiculing the idea the doctor
took the papers and pegan to peruse them

rapid examination sufficed to show him the truth
of M. gharp's statenents, and to renove his doubts.
Anpng the printed docunents he read the fo| | owing
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Evidence p|aced before the gjgpy Honourable Lords
of Her wmmjesty's privy Council on the sth of january
1870, touching the vacant succession of the Begum Gokool
of Ragginahra, i Bengal. Points of the case. The
question concerns the jgnrg Of possession O certain
l'anded estates, together W th @ variety Of edifices, palaces,
mercantile establishnents, villages, personal properties,
treasure, arms, &., &., forming the inheritance of the

Begum Gokool of Raggi nahr a.
Fromevidence submitted to the civil tribunal of agra,

and to the gyperior Court at pelhi, it appears that in
1819, the Begum Gokool, W dOW of Rajah Lucknissur,
and possessed in her OWN jgne of considerable wealth,
married a foreigner, Of French oiqin by NamMe jean

Jacques Langevol .
Thi's foreigner, after serving until 1815 in the French

arny as drummajor in the 36th Light cavalry, €mbarked
at Nantes, upon the di sbandnent of the arny of the

Loire, @s supercargo Of @ merchant g p
He reached caicutta, passed into the interior, and

speedi |y obt ai ned t he appoi nt nent of mili tary instructor in
the small native grny which the Rajah Lucknissur was
authorised to maintain. In this gryy he rose to be com
mander-in-chief, and gportjy after the pajan's death he
obt ai ned the hand of his wi dow.

I'n consideration of various jpportant services rendered
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to the gngljsh residents at Agra by Jean Jacques Langevol,
he was constituted a British gypject, and the Governor-

General of Bepgal Obtained for the husband of the Begum
the titie of Rajah of Bryah Jowahir Mothooranath, Which
was the Name of one of the nDst consi derabl e of her estates.
The Begumdied in 1839 | eaving the whol e of her weal th
and property to Langevol , WO survived her gnjy tWO yegrs.

Their gnjy child Was inbecile fromhis jprancy, and was
placed at once under gyardians. The inheritance was
carefully managed by trustees until his death, whi ch
occurred in 1gg9.

TO this i MENSE erjtage there is no KNOWN heir. The
courts of Agra and Del hi payi ng ordered its sale hy auction,
On the application of the local government acting for the
state, WE have the honour to yequest fromthe Lords of the
Privy Council a confirmation of their gecision, &. Here
fol I oved the g;jgnatures.

Copi es Of |egal docunents from pagrg and peihi, deeds
of sale, @n account of the efforts Made in France to di scover
the next of kin to | angevol's fanily, and a whole mass of
i mposi ng evidence of the like pature, l!eft Dr. Sarrasin no
roomifor doubt or hesitation.

Between him and the five hundred and {yenty-seven
milions of francs geposited " the girong F0OOMs of the
Bank of England there was but a g, the production Of

authentic certificates of certain births and deaths.
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Such a stroke of fortune pgj ng enough to dazzle the
i magi nation ©of the nost sober-minded pan, the good
doctor could not contenplate it Wthout SOME enotion.
Yet it was of short gyration, and exhibited gj mply by a
rapid Wal k for a fewminutes yp and down his gpartpent .

Qui ckly recovering NS self-possession, N€ accused hi m
self of weakness for yjg|ding tO this feverish ,4itation,
threw himsel f into his chair, and remained for a tine Iost

in pI’Of ound reflection.
Then syddenly rising, Ne resuned his wal k backwards

and forwards, While his eyes shone with a pure light as
though @ noble and generous project PuUrned within his
breast. He seened to wel cone, tO caress, 'O encourage,
and finaliy to adopt it

A knock at the door. M. Shar p 'eturned.

"1 ask pardon @ thousand times for myy doubts as to
the correctness of your information," said the doctor in a
cordial tone.  YOU see ME now perfectly convinced, and

extremely obliged 0 you for the trouble yoy have taken.”
"Not at ail nMere matter of business inthev\ay ofny

profession nothing nore, " replied M. gshar p. " I\/By I
venture to hope that the Rajah w!l remain our client >’

" That is understood. I pjace the whole affair in your
hands. I only beg you to desist from gijng ME that

absurd titie."
"Absurd. a title worth tyenty milions. were the



ENTER MR SHARP. 13

words M. gharp would have uttered had he known no
better = but he g4 ¢, " certai nly, sir. if you Wsh i As
you please, Sif- | am now going to return by train to-
London, where i shall await ygyr orders.”
" May ! keep these documents - nquired the doctor.
MoSt assuredly We retain gopjes.
Dr. Sarrasin Was left alone. HE seated hinself at his

desk, t0Ok out a sheet of paper and wote as fol l ows

"Brighton, 28th cctober, 1871.

n

MY DEAR cHi LD,

"W\ have beconme possessed Of an enormous fortune,
a fortune gpsyrdly colossal. Do not fancy that I have
lost [Ty senses, but read the printed papers enclosed in
my letter. YOU will there plainly see that 1 @M proyed
to be the heir to a native title in pgia, and a sum
equivalent 'O many mlilions of francs, actually deposited
in the Bank of Engl and.

"1 can feel sure of the sentiments with which o, my
dear arto, will receive this news. YOU will perceive, @S |
do pyself, the NEW duties which such wealth vill jppose
upon us, @nd the ganger We are in of pejng tenpted to use
't unwi sel y.

"1t is but an hour since | was made aware of the u.
and g ready the overpowering Sense of responsibility S€ENS

to lessen the ygagyre it first gave B as I thought °f you.

This change may be fatal instead of fortunate to our
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destiny. |n the mbdest position Of pioneers Of science We
were content and happy in obscurity. Shall We continue
tobe so- 1 doubt ;, unless perhaps (could ! venture
to mention an idea which has flashed across my prain,)
unl ess this Sanme fortune were to becone in our hands a
newand powerful engine ©f science, @ mighty tool in the
great WOrk of civilisation and progress - W& vi11 talk about
this. WitetoMe et ME KNOWygry soon what i ppression
this wonderful news makes on your Mnd and ret yoyr
not her hear of it fromys,  Sensible WOMAN as she ;; |
aMconvi nced she vill receive it caipjy. AS to your sister,
she is too young to have her head turned py anything of
the sort. Besides, that littie head of hers is a yery sober

one, and even it she coul d conpr ehend al'! that this Change
inour position inplies, ! believe she would take it nore

quietly t han any of us.
" Remenber MB corgiairy to MBX 1 connect hi mwith
al y schenes for the future.
" Your affectionate fat her,

" FRANCO' S SARRASI N, "

This |grer, With the MOre jpportant papers, Was
addressed to
Monsi eur Octave sarrasin,
St udent at the Upper School of Arts and pgnuf actures,
32, Rue du Roi de gje

Pari s.
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Then the doctor pyt ON his overcoat, tOOK his hat, and
went to the Conference.

Ina quarter Of @n poyr, the worthy MaN had forgotten

all about his millions.
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CHAPTER 1.

A PAIR OF CHUMS.

DR SARRASIN S son Cctavius Was not exact|y What one
woul d call a dunce. He was neither a bl ockhead nor a
geni us, neither paipn NOr handsone, neither tall NOr ghort,
nei ther dark nor fair.  H'S conpl exi on WAS nut - brown, and
he was gjtogether &N average specinmen of the mddle
cl ass.

At school he had never taken ayery high place, although

a He had failed in his first

occasi onal 'y gai ning prize.
exam nation for passing into the coljege Of Engineers,
but a second attenpt @dmtted him although W th NO greq¢
credit.

There was a want of decision in his character his mind
was content with inaccuracies he was one of those pegple
Who are satisfied to have a geperal idea of a gypject, and
who wal k t hr ough !¢ by monl i ght .

Such MeN float at the pgrcy of tate, as corks do on the
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crests of waves. They are driven to the gquator or to the
pole, according to whether the wind bl ows north or south.
Chance decides their career.

Had or. sarrasin g {ogether understood his son's
character, he i ght have hesitated to wite the letter he
did but the wisest MaAN may be a blind father.

Fortunately for octavius, he had quri ng his school iife
come under the influence of an energetic nature, Which py
its vigorous strength ruled himfor his ggoq albeit sone
what ¢ yrannically. He forned a close i endshi pWth one
of his conpani ons, MBX Bruckmann, a native of A sace, a
year younger tNhan nimseif, but far his gypnerior in physical,
intellectual and noral yjgour.

Max Bruckmann, left an orphan at t he age of twelve,
inherited a small jpcone, just sufficient to defray the
expense Of his education. His iite at g ege WOUl d have
been rmonotonous had he not passed the noljdays Wth
Octavius, OF Qtto, as he called his ¢rjeng, at his home.

The young Alsacien yery soon feit hinself one of Dr.
Sarrasin's fanijy, Beneath a cold exterior | ay & warm
and sensitive paiyre, and he considered that he was bound

for life to those WNO acted like father and not her to him

He

pretty thoughtful little daughter; his heart expanded

positively adored Dr. sarrasin, his wife, and their

under the influence of their kjindness, and he greatly
wi shed to be useful to them by hel pi ng Jeannette, who
C
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loved her giudies, to advance in them and t hor oughl y to
cultivate her excellent apilities and i,y sensible mi nd,
while he | gnged to lead Oito to becone as good @ MAN as
his father. This latter task he well Knew to be py no
means so gasy as the forper, yet MaxX was resolved to
attain his double pyrpose.

MBX Bruckmann was one of those (rysty and gaijant
chanpi ons whom year by year Alsace sends forth to do
battle ON the gy gt arena of tifein Paris.

AS anere child he di sti ngui shed hi nsel f by t he strength
and ¢ exipirity Of his nuscles, as much as by the vivacity
and jntelligence Of his mind. |ppardly fut of iife and
courage, his outward form exhibited strong Muscul ar
devel opment rather than graceful proportions. Al college
he excelled in gyerything Ne attenpted, Whether gpor¢ or
study. Reaping &n annual harvest of ;e he thought
the year Wasted if he failed to gajp all wWithin his reach.

At twenty his fOrmwas |, ge robust, and in spjendid
condition his NMOVENENts were ganjmted, and his well-
shaped head betokened unusual ,ieiiigence. VIEN he
entered co||ege, the SaME year Wth ctavius, he stood
second, and was resolved to be first When the tinme cane
for Jeaving it

Wthout his persistent energy t© urge hiM forward,
Cctavius woul d never have got in at ail.  For the gpace of

a whol e year Max had driven and goaded Nimto work,
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had | eguiariy conpel I ed Ni Mto succeed. He entertained
for this friend of Weak and yacijating Nature a sentinment

of kindly conpassion SUCh as one pjght suppose @ lion to
exhibit towards a rittie pyppy. HE liked to feel that he

could nourish this parasitical plant frOMthe superabund
ance of his OWN g, and cause it to flourish and bl ossom
besi de him

The war of 1870 broke out at the close of one of their
terns. Max, full of Lairiotic grief at the fate which
threatened strashurg @Nd Al sace, hastened to enlist in the

31st Regiment ©°f Light Infantry. Qto, as Max called
him and as We will for the fytyre, at once followed his

exanpl e.
Side py side the tWO ¢ jengs, Stationed in the qy¢posts

of paris, WeNt {nrough the severe cappaign of the gege.
At C:hanp| gny I\/BX received a ball in his right arm at
Buzenval an epaul et ON his left shoulder. Qtto received
nei t her wound nor decoration. It could not have been his
faut, for he followed his friend everywhere, scarcely half a
dozen yargs in his rear.  But those hal f-dozen yargs Made
all the difference.

After the peace, the two friends resuned their stygies,
occupyi ng Mdest apartnents together N€ar the copege.

The recent nisfortunes of France - the loss to her of
Lorraine and a sace, had matured the character of MAX

he teit and gpoke like a man.
C2
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"It is the vocation of the youth Of France," said he
"to repair the errors of their fathers. By genuine har d
wor k al one can this be done."

Max rose every norning at five o ciock, @and NMade Qto
do the same. He gpjgeq him to be puncrual at his
classes, @and never lost gjgnt of him during the hours of
recreation.

The eyening Was devoted to gygy, With occasional
pauses for @ pipe O @ cyp of coffee. Al ten {pey retired
to rest, their hearts content, their brains well filled.

A gane at billiards NOW and then, a wel | -chosen 5y or
concert, @ ride to the forest of ygrrjeres, @ country wal k,
and twice a Week a lesson in fgncing and poi ng these
wer e their anusenents.

From time to tinme qto, casting CUrious gyes at the
very questionable enjoynents ©Of other gtgents, would
make feeble attenpts at revolt, and talk of gojpg to see
Caesar Leroux, Who was " g udying law " and pagsed Most
of his time at the peer-shop Of St. Mchel  but Max
treated these fancies With such utter cgnt enpt and deri sion
that they usually passed °ff quietly.

On the 29th of (ctober, 1871, about seven o' clock in
the evening, the t WO friends Were seated, as Was their wont ,

side py side at the same (5 Wth a shaded | anp
bet ween them

MaX was working @ problem in applied mathematics,
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relative to the giapitity Of biocks, and had thrown hinsel f

heart and soul into his gypject.

Qto wWas geyoting himelf sedulously 'O sonething

whi ch he t hought of MICH greater consequence, the brewing
of a pjpt of coffee. It Was one of the few pjpgs in which

he flattered hinself he eq)y excelled, perhaps because he
had gai1y practice i it thereby escaping for afewminutes
the troubl esone business of squaring equations, Which he
consi dered that MAX really did carry too far.

Drop by drop h€ tet his pojjjing Water pass through @
thick | ayer of powdered nocha, and he gygnt to have been
contented wi th such ¢ ranqui1 happi ness . but he was annoyed

at the devoted jpqystry of Max, and feit an ynconquerabl e
desire to jpterrypt him

it woul d be a good plan t© buy @ percolator,” Said nhe,
suddenl y. Thi s ancient and sol emm net hod of filtering

is aqj sgrace to our nodern civilisation,"

Do pyuy a percolator; it Wll perhaps prevent your
y p

wasting @n hour eyery evening Wth this cookery, " replied
Max, and he returned to his proplem

"The intrados of a vault is an ellipsoid let A B
C D ve that principal ellipse Which contains the two
axes, OA equal to a OB equal to , Wwhile the least
axis O 0 Cs vertical, and equal toc  then that which

supports the g jpic vault
At this moment cane a rap at the door.



22 THE BEGUM S FORTUNE.

" A letter for Monsieur Cctave Sarrasin.” It ppy be
i magi ned that this jnterruption WBS heartily vel coned py
that young gentl eman

“Ah. from my father it is his hand 1 see.  Cone,
this is gopething like @ letter . he exclajmed, as he
wei ghed the packet ©f papers in his hand.

Max knew that the doctor Was in gngland. H€ had
been in Paris a week before on his way there, and had
treated the tWo lads to a dinner fit for an gpperor, at the
Palais Royal ., for although that once famous pgce Was
quite OUt of faspion, Dr. Sarrasin continued to regard it
as the centre of Parisian taste and refinenent.

" Let me knowwhat your father gayg about his Hygienic
Conf er ence, " said Max. ' It Was a good idea of his to

attend that ~ French "savants are inclined to be too

excl usive."”
And Max returned to his probl em
"The extrados will be formed py another sinilar

ellipsoid, having its centre at the pojnt Oon the vertical
"Let FF Foe the roci of the three yrincipal elipses,
then We find the auxiliary ellipse @M hyperbola, ©of which
the COMDN axes are
A shout fromato made hi miook .
What is the matter - he asked with SOME g4 arm

seei ng his friend turn 5 ¢



Ast oundi ng News.
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" Read this. cried Qto, conpletely astonished by the
news he had received.

MBX took the |giier, r€ad it all through, read it a second
time, glanced Over the docunment s encl osed, and said

" This is curious .

Then he filled his pi pe, and lighted it methodically.

Otto watched him all gnxjety for his gpinjon.

"Do you think it can be true?” he exclainmed with a
choki ng voi ce.

"True . to be sure it is. YoUur father has too much
comon sense, his J udgn‘ent is too good to let him
accept rashly SO Well-authenticated a statement as this.

Besi des, the proofs are there it is in fact perfectly

plain."

The pj pe Was NOW ¢ hor oughl y 1i ght ed.

MaX resuned his work.

Qto sat with his arm hanging down, unabl e even to
finish his coffee, far less to prjpg tWO ideas {ggether.

He could not nelp speaking, just to convince hinself
that he was not agj eep.

"But, ! say, Max, if this is true it is downright OVer
whel i ng - Al these mllions, why it is an enornous
fortune, m nd you

MaX |ooked yp and nodded, "Yes, €normous is the
word for it Most |jkely there is not one such in

Fr ance, a few in the United St at es, five or six in
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Engl and not above fifteen or twenty in the wor | d
al toget her. "
" a title into the inl® resume to. A

And he par gai n! d a
foreign title What is it? let's see ' Rajahi® NOt that |
ever Was anbi tious of hayjng & titie, DUt if it COMES in one's
way, WhY it certainly SOUNds NDI€ jpmosing than pain
Sarrasin."

MaX shot forth a puf f of snpke, and uttered not a word.
That puf f of snoke distinctly sai d ! Pooh : Pooh

" Gertainly, " continued ato, ! should never have stuck
a de before fmy name, or assumed anyt hi ng hi gh- soundi ng
as SONME pggpje 0O but to inherit a real genuine title,
and to take rank anong the great princes Of India, W thout
any possibl e ¢hance of doubt or confusion . '

The pi pe kept puffing Pooh . Pooh .

My dear feliow " said QL0 gecidediy, you may say
what you like, but 1 can tell you there is a good deal in
bl ood as the gnglijsh express it

He stopped short as he cayght the ppcking smile in

Max's gyes, @and returned to the contenpl ation ©Of his

mllions.

" Do you recol | ect, Max, howBi n6nme, our old arithmetic
master, USed to jnpress upon US every year N his gpenjng
lesson, that five hundred nillions was a number peyond the
grasp of one human ni nd unai ded by the resources of

witten fjgures 7 ON€ has to consider that a MaN spendi ng
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a franc eyery NMnute would take nore than a thousand
years 10 pay away SUCh a sum  Vell, it reaily is strange
to think one has inherited five hundred nillions of
francs .

"Five hundred nillion francs is ic» cried MAX with
nore interest than he had yet shown. " shall 1 tell you
t he best t hi ng you can do » G ve it to France for payrrent
of her ransom She only requires ten tinmes as nuch!”

" For mercy's sake, don't gyggest SUCh an idea to ny
father . cried (to, |ooking quite Scared. He really
ni ght adopt 1. ! can tell yoy that he 4 reaqy has sonme
notion of the kind in his head. SONME investnent he
m ght certainly make, but at least let us have the interest."

’ Cone, We shall have yoy turn out a financier after
alll" said Max. " Sonet hi ng tells e, rTy poor Qto,
that it woul d have been better for your father, Wth his
upright, intelligent mind, ifthis great fortune had been of
a nmore reasonable size. | would rather see yoy Wth an
incone of fjye-and-twenty thousand to share with your
good !ittle sister than with this grgar mMOUNtAI N of o) g

And Max went back to his work.

As to ato, he could not settieto anyt hi ng, and fidget ed
about the roOM i his friend got rather jppatjent and
sai d

“You had better go out and take a walk, Qtto it is

cl ear you are fit for pot hi ng this ayeni ng '
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" You are quite right © ! really @M not," replied Qto,
who joyfully caught at this excuse for |eaving off work,
and ggj zing his hat, he clattered downstairs, and was soon
inthe street.

He presently stopped beneath a prignt gasiignt, and
read his father's letter 505in  HE wanted to make sure he

Was not dream ng.

"Five hundred millions of francs  he kept repeating.
" That woul d be at least fjye-and-twenty M!lions a year.
Wy, it my father will oniy give Me one nillion a year

say quarterly O half-yearly as ITY allowance, NOW happy
I should be . Mpney can do so much. 1 @Msure 1 shoul d

nmake an excellent use of it. |'mnot a fool not a bit of
. Didn't | getr into the ypper school - ANd then that
titte. I'msure I could easily support the gjgnity of atitie.-

As he passed al ong he 1 ooked into ail the shops.

" | shall have a fine house, horses, one for MaX of course.
I pecoming Tich nyself, he will become so Iikevise.
Only think, Five hundred nillions . But somehow, NOW
afortune cones, it S€€Ms to IME as t hough ! had expect ed
it Somet hi ng whi spered that 1 should not be o ng over
books and pj ans al! ny tite

As Qtto revolved these poughts, e Was passing al ong
beneat h the arcades of the Rue de Rivoli. Reaching the

Chan'ps El ysees, he turned up the Rue Royal , and
reached t he Boul evards.



He read his father's letter agai n.

Page 26
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The spiendid shop-fronts, Which formeriy he regarded
with indifference as exhibiting things utterly useless to
him NOWattracted |jyely attention, as he considered, Wth
a thritl of gejgne, that he could at gny MMEBNt hosgess
any or a1 of these treasures.

" For me, " said he to hinself, " for me, all this fine |jnen,
all these eyquisite soft cloths are manufactured for B
wat chrraker s construct tjpepieces and chronometers —for
MY pleasure the brilliant lustres of theatre and gpera shed
their dazzling right, Violins scrape, prima-donnas sing their
enchanting strains.  For B horse dealers train thorough
breds, and the Cafe anglaise is lighted up. Al Paris is

m ne . Everything s a MYy disposal ' Travel . to be
sure | shall travel. I shall go and visit ry Indian

possessions. AS |ikely as not I shall pyy a pagoda SOME
day, priests and o, and the jyory idols into the pargain.
| shall have g| gphants Of my OWN . 1 shall have gpjendid
guns @nd rifies  go {jger-shooting. AN 1 must have a
beautiful boat. Aboat, what ami i pjnki ng about - a fine
steamyacp, that's what 1 shall have gg where I choose,
stop as often as | like. Tl king Of steam ! have to gjye
this news to yy nother.  gyppose ! start for Douai -
There is coljege to be considered. But tpen, what's the
use of o |ege to ME now -,

" But Max, ! nmust tet hi mknow. 1 should send him a

message . of course he will understand that under present
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circunstances | @M in haste to see ny not her and
sister."

Qto entered an ice and sent a g egramto informhis
friend that he was gone, and would return in a coyple Of
days. Then, hailing @ cab, he Was driven to the terninus
of the Northern gaj|way.

Settling himself inthe corner of a 5 rjage, he continued
to followout his dreani ng fancies, until, at two o'clock in
the pprning, he arrived at Douai hurried to his father's
house, &nd rang the pjght bell S0 sy, that not only the
fanily, Dbut all the pejghpours Were aroused by the ,eq .
Ni ght - capped heads popped Out at various wi ndows.

' Somebody is very i+ WhO can it be » i nquired One
and anot her.

"The doctor is not at home!" screamed the old
servant fromher attic wi ndow.

"1t is 1, it is Oto., Come down and et Me |,
Fanchon .

After a del ay of ten pinutes, Oto was admitted into
the house. Hi's nmother and sister pagrjjy robed in dress
i ng- gowns, Cane downstairs, al! anxjety to learn the cause
of this visit.

The doctor's letter ON pej ng read al oud expl ai ned the
nystery.

Madane sarrasin was at first conpl etel y dazzled.  She
enbraced her son and gayghter, With tears of joy . it



Qto tells his news.
Page 78
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the side of the enthusiastic MAN of ggience, and conse
quent |y centred all her phopes @nd agpirations in her chil
dren.  She pictured for themabritiiant and happy future.

Qto, She felt certain, Was destined to dO great things.
From the time he took a pjace in the ypper school she
mental |y regarded that nmodest and useful col lege for
young engineers as the pursery Of illustrious men.  Her
only trouble Was that their limted MBANS pj ght possibly
prove &N obstacle, Or at least @ giffjcuty IN the Way of her
son's brilliant career, @Nd pjght ultimtely also affect her
daughter’ s establishment in iife But now, she so far
under stood the News conveyed in her husband's jerrer, as
to perceive that these fears Were needless, and her satisfac
tion WasS entire.

The nother and son gpent NMDOSt of the pjght in talking
and maki ng plans, While jeannette, happy '" the present,
heedl ess of the future, WAS fast gg| gep iN @N armchair.

" You have not nentioned pax," said Madane sarrasin
to her son.  Have you not shown him yoyr father's
letter » \What does he gy about it 7"

" ch, you Knowwhat MaX is. " answered ato.  He is
wor se than a ppi| osopher, N€ is @ stoic. I believe he fears
the effect so enornmous a fortune will have ypon us. 1 gay
upon us, but he is not afraid for ny father hingelf, whose
good sense and j ydgnent , he says, he can yeiy ypon. But

for you, mother, and jeannette, @Nd NOI'€ especially fOr ne,






For MY part, ! always believe what Max

says."'
Page 31
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he said he should have preferreq @n incone of a

plainly
few thousands a year . -

"Perhaps MBX s not far wong, " replied Madame
sarrasin, |ooking at her son. " The sudden possessi on Of
great Wealthis frayght Wi th ganger to SOME natures.”
Jeannette awoke, and heard her nother's last words.

" Do not you renmenber, mother," S&d she, as, rubbing

her she rose and turned towards her littie pedr oom

eyes,
"Do not you remember yoy told MB one gay that MAX
Was always i the ;g ! for My part believe what our

friend MAX

wi t hdr ew.

says.” And, kissing Ner nother, Jeannette
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CHAPTER 1.

EFFECT OF AN | TEM OF NEWS.

ON entering the nai, where the fourth nmeeting of the
Hygi eni ¢ Conference Was pejng held, Dr- Sarrasin was
conscious that he Wwas received with unusual tokens of
respect. 1N€ Right Honourable Lord @ andover, the
and chairman of the assembly, had not hitherto

presi dent
condescended to gppear conscious of the existence of t he
French doctor.

Thi s nobl eman was an gugust personage, whose part it
was to declare the Conference' open 9 closed, and, froma
list placed before him to call uypon the various gpeakers
Wwho wer e to address the peeting.

He habitual 1y carried his rjgne hand in the breast of nis
buttoned coat, Not that it had received an injury and
needed support, Put oniy because it was usual anpng

English sculptors 'O represent statesmen in this inconve

ni ent attitude.



EFFECT OF AN | TEM OF NEWS. 33

H's pale snmooth ¢, Marked with red pjotches, and
surmounted py a wig of jight hair, brushed pjgh On a fore
head whi ch ¢jeariy bel onged t© @ enpty pate, possessed
an aspect of ludicrous stiffness and foolish g 4yiry. Lord
d andover pjght have been made of wood or paste-board,
so stitf and unnatural were ai his nmovenents. Hs ygry
eyes appear ed to turn beneath their brows Ly internittent
jerks, !ike those of a doll or pyppet.

The notice hitherto bestowed on Dr. Sarrasin py Lord
G andover had anpunted to no nore than a g4, and
patronising DOW it seened to say ~ G00d prping, poor
Man . youy are one of those who support your insignificant
existence py making insignificant experiments Wth jnsig
nificant machines. HOW condescendi ng ! @Mto notice a
being SO far beneath ITE in the scale of creation. YOUu
may sit down, poor man, beneath the shadow of ny
nobility."

But on the present occasion Lord d andover sniled
nOSt graciously upon Dr- Sarrasin as he enteredq, and even
carried his courtesy SO far as toinvite hi Mpy @ sjgn to be
seated at his jgn hand. The other nmenbers of the
Conference a1 rose When he gppeared ON the pjatform

Consi derably astonished py @ reception SO flattering,
Dr. Sarrasin took the chair offered to him concl udi ng that,
on further consideration, his invention had been found of

mich g eater i mportance than his scientific brethren had

D
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at first gypposed. But this illusion vani shed when Lord
@ andover, |eaning towards hi mwith a gpipg contortion of
hi s body, whi spered inhis ear

"I understand that you are a MaN of ygry considerable
property. They tell B yoy are worth tyenty-one m!lion
pounds sterling."

This was said al most in a tone of ;eproach, as though Nis
lordship fe't aggrieved @ having lightlytreated the equiva
lent in flesh and bl ood of a SUMof ppney so vast.

Hi s ook and tone seened to gay

"Wy was 1 not made aware of this. It really is very
unfair to expose One to the awkwardness of pgkjng such
m st akes .

Dr. sarrasin, WHO could not in conscience have said he
"was worth  a penny More than he had been at the Iast
meeting, Was wondering how t he news shoul d have g r eady
become known, When Dr. Ovidius of gerjin, WHO sat next
him saidwth a false and faint snile

’ Wy, sarrasin, you are as great @ MBN as gpy of the
Rothschilds . so the paj|y Tel egraph mekes out. Let ne
congratul ate you."

He handed the doctor a copy of the paper of Thursday.
Anpng the items of news was to be seen the ¢g)ouing

par agr aph, the conposition Of which painy revealed its

aut hor shi p.

" A MONSTER HERITAGE.  The | egitimte heir to the
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fortune of the late Begum Gokool has at |gngth been dis
covered, thanks to the jpgefatigable fesearches of Messrs.
Billows, Geen and gharp solicitors, 94, Sout hanpton
Row, London.

" The fortunate possessor Of tuenty-one M!!ion pounds
sterling, MOW deposited in the Bank of gngiand, is a
Frenchman, Dr. sarrasin, Whose able paper COMUNI cat ed
at the prjghton Scientific Conference, WaS reported in this

journal three days ago.
"By dint of a course of strenuous efforrs, and am d

difficuities and adventures f g i ng in thenselves a perfect

romance, M. Sharp has succeeded in proying indisputably
that Dr. Sarrasin is the sole |;,j,g descendant of jean

Jacques Langevol, the second husband of the Begum
CGokool .

" Thi's soldier of fortune was, it appears, & hative of the
t own of Bar-le-Duc in France.

Afewmtters of formoniy required to be gone t hr ough
inorder to pace Dr. Sarrasin in full possession Of his for
tune. Apetition to that effect has been filed in Chancery.

"Very remarkabl e is the chain of circunstance py which
the treasure accunul at ed by @ ong !ine of I'ndian Raj ahs
is laid at the feet of a French ppysician. ThE fickie
goddess night have exhibited the indiscretion she so
frequently displays i" the gisposal Of her gigis but on
this occasion she pas, We are g ad 10 sqy, bestowed this

D2
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prodi gi ous fortune on one Who will not fail to Make a good
use of his weal th."

Oddl y enough, 2 many night think, Dr. Sarrasinwas
vexed to see his news nmade . He not only

foresawthe pany annoyances it Woul d entail ypon him he
also felt hunbled py the jnportance people Seemed to
attach to the event. He, himself norgonaiiy, appeared to
dwindl e into jnsignificance before the jnposing figures
whi ch denoted his capital. He was inly conscious that his
OWN personal nerits, and ait he had ever acconplished,
Wer € g ready, €VeNn inthe gyes of those W0 knew hi mpeg;
sunk in this ocean of goj g and siiver.

H's friends N0 |gpger Saw in him the enthusiastic

experimentalist, {he ingenious inventor, the acute philoso
pher . they Saw gn| y the great Mllionaire.

Had he been a hunp-backed dvarf, a0 jgnorant
Hottentot, the lowest gpecipmen Of humanity, instead of
one of its MSt | el |igent representatives, his value would
have been the same as Lord G andover had expressed i,
he "was worth  henceforth just twenty-one MIlion pounds,
no nor e and no less.

Thi s i dea si ckened hj m and the crowd of members, staring
With @ searching if NOt @ scientific cyrjosity to see NOW a
mllionaire |ooked, 'emarked with gy prise that a shade of

mel anchol y gat her ed ON the count enance under exani nati on.

This, however, Was on|y @ passing Weakness.
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The pagnitude of the gpject to which he had resol ved
to dedicate his ypexpected fortune rose sudden| y before
him and his gereni ty Was restored.

|_b wai ted until Dr. St evenson, of d asgow, had finished

reading @ paper On the education of young idiots, and
then requested | eave to Make a communi cati on.

It Was jpstantly granted by LOrd @ andover, although
the name of Dr. Ovidius stood next on the iist. By the
mar ked tone of his yojce, he indicated that he woul d have
done so had the whol e Conference gpjected, of had al the
llearned IMEN in Eyrope protested W th one accord pgajnst
such a pjgce Of favouritism

Gentlemen, " said Dr. sarrasin, " it was My intention to

wai t for a few gays before jnfornming you of the gjngular
chance which has befallen pg, and of the happy con

sequences whi ch may result to science from this event.
But, the fact phayjng become pyyic, it would seem nere
affectation Were | NOWto ge| ay speaki ng ©f i, @nd pj acing
it inits proper |ight.

' Yes, gentlemen, it istruethat a g ge SUMoOf pppey, a
SUM anpunting t© many nitlions, NOW deposited in the

Bank of gngl and, appears to be |egaliy My property.
" Need i ten you, that such pejng the case, | consider

nysel f sinply @ @ steward, entrusted with this wealth for
the use and benefit of science- (1 mrense sensation.)

This treasure pgjgpgs, Not to ME but to humanity to
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progr ess! (G eat commotion excl amations appl ause.
The whole assenply, electrified by this announcenent,

rise en massed)

" DO not appl aud e, gentlemen ! KNOWnot one man of
science worthy Of the NAME who, in My place, Woul d not
do what it is My desire to do.

"1t is possible that SOME My attribute to ME motives of
vanity and self-love in this patter, rather than of genui ne
devotedness.  (No No , It matters iittie. Let us | ook
to the results.

"I declare, then, definitively, @nd without reservation,
that the twenty-one M!lion pounds placed in ny hands
bel ongs Mot to ne, but to science. WII you, gentl enen,
undert ake the panagenent and distribution of it -

"I have not sufficient confidencein My OWN know edge to
undert ake the sole gjsposal Of such a sum 1 gppoint you

as trustees . you yoursel ves shall deci de on the best means

of enpl oying a! the treasure.” (Tynultuous appl ause-
great €xcitenent general enthusiasm)

The whole assenbly stood ., SOME peppers, in the
fever of excitement, Mounted on the table. Pr of essor
Turnbul I, °f G asgow, appeared ON the yerge of 4popiexy.
Dr. g cogna, of Napl es, was r eady to choke.

Lord dandover alone maintained the serene and g4

nified composure befitting his rank. He was perfectly
convinced that Dr. Sarrasin intended the whole y; ng @ a
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pl easant jest, Without the smallest intention of actual ly

carrying OUt SO extravagant @ schene.
When gier Was in SONME Measure restored, the speaker

conti nued

If 1 may be permitted 'O suggest what it woul d be
easy 'O devel op and bring 'O perfection, ! woul d beg
to propose the following plan. "

The assembly, recovering its composure, !istened with

reverential attention.

"Gentlenen, ampng the nmany causes of the sjckness,
misery and death which surround s is one to which I
think it reasonable to attach great jnportance. and that
is the deplorable sanitary conditions under which the
greater part of Mankind exists.

" Ml titudes are massed {ogether i1 towns, and in duell
ings Where they are often geprived of fignt and 4 the
two el enents NMDSt pecessary 1O life

"These agglonerations ©f humanity Decone the hot
beds of fever and infection, @and even those WO ggcape
death are tainted with disease they are feeble and usel ess
menbers of gociery, Wi Ch {hereby suffers greqr @nd serious
loss, instead of geriving priceless advantage from their
heal thful and yj gor gus ! abour.

n \My1 gent | emen, shoul d we not, in an effort to ren‘edy
this sore evir, try t he nost power f ul of all neans of per sua

sion that of exarrpl e’
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' V\hy should W& not, by uniting the powers of our
mnds, produce the pian of a model ., based ypon
strictly scientific principles? (Gries ©Of Hear, Hear.)
\N]y should We not afterwards devote our capita tO
the erection of such a (y, and then present it to
the world as @ practjical illustration of what all cities

ought to be - (Hear, Hear . and thunders of ap

pl ause.)

The nembers, in transports Of adnmiration, Shook hangs,
and congratul ated €ach other — then  syrroundi ng Dr.
Sarrasin, they seized ypon his chair, raised him,, and
bore hi M¢ i unphantly round the haii.

Gentl emen, " continued the goctor, ON pej ng permitted
to resume his place o this ¢y, Which gyery one of us
can gl ready picture I M imagination, aMd which npy shortiy
become a ,eq ity to this gy of health and phappiness
We will call universal attention by descriptions, translated
intoall the | gnguages ©Of the earth We will invite visitors
fromgyery nation Wewill offer it as a hone and ref uge
for honest fanilies forced to enjgrate f7OMgyer-popul at ed
countries.

"Those unfortunate pegple, also, WNO are driveninto exile
by foreign conquest (can you wonder, gentlenen, that |
think of them, will find with us enpl oyment for their
activity, @nd scope for their jnieiigence, While they will

enrich our ¢ol ony by their noral virtue and intellectual
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strength possessions ©f far higher value than g5 g or
pr eci ous Stones.

"V wii1 found g eat coll eges WNer € yout hwill be trained
and educated in prjncjples b@sed On the truest y sdom SO
as to develop and justjy balance their npral, physical,
and intellectual faculties, thus preparing future generations
of strong @nd virtuous nen."

NO |anguage can describe the tumult of enthusiasm
whi ch followed this communication. For at least a
quarter Of an hour the hall resounded with a storm of
cheering @nd hurrahs.

Dr. Sarrasin sat down, and Lord @ andover, once nore
| eaning towards him Murmured inhis ear with a know ng
W nk

"Not a bad specul ation that . what a revenue yqy
woul d draw fromthe tolis eh . The {pjpg woul d be sure
to succeed, provided it Were well started and backed yp by
influential names. \Wjy, 6 all our conval escents and valetu
dinarians woul d be for gei¢jjng there at once . Be sure
you put dOWN [y Name for a good buil ding 1or, doctor

Poor Dr. Sarrasin Was qujte nortified by this deternina
tion to attribute his actions to a covetous pptijve, and was
about to reply to his |orgship, WNEN he heard the vice-
president MOVE a vote of thanks to the author of the
phi I'ant hr opi ¢ proposal j ust submitted to the assenbly.

It would," he a9 be to the eternal honour of the
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Bl’lght on Conference, that an idea so subline had been
originated there. It Was an idea Which pothjng short of
the nost exalted benevolence and the rarest geperosity
could have conceived. ANd yo NOW that the idea had
been suggested, it Seemed alnmost a wonder that it had
never before occurred to gny one.

"Mllions had been lavished On senseless yars, Vvast
capitals squandered in foolish speculations  NOWinfinitery
better spent they m ght have been in the furtherance of
such a schene as this,

The speaker, I conclusion, proposed That, in honour
of its founder, the NEW gy shoul d receive the nane of
Sarrasina."

This notion woul d have been carried by accl amati on,
but Dr. Sarrasin jnterposed

" No," saidhe [y NAMe has porping whatever to do
with this schene. Nei ther 1et us bestow on the future
city @ fancy NaMe derived from Greek or atin, such as
is often jnvented, and giyes an air of affectation and
peculiarity 10 whatever bears i It will be the gy of
velfare and confort, let it be named after MY country.
Let us call it Frankville.

Every ON€ agreed !9 gratify Dr. Sarrasin in this by
acceding to his choice, and the first gygp Was thus taken
towards the founding Of the ¢y,

The neeti ng then proceeded to the discussion of other
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points, and to this practical occupation, SO unlike those to
which it Was ysyal |y devoted, We will leave ;, while We
followthe wandering fortunes of the paragraph published
inthe Dajly Tel egraph.

Copied Word for word py al the pepspapers, the
information contained in this littie paragraph Was soon
bl azed abroad, OVer every county i" England. !N the
Hul | Gazette it fjgyreq at the {gp of the second page in
a copy ©of that nodest journal which, ON the first of
Novermber, arrived at Rotterdam on board the three-
mast ed collier Queen Mary.

The active scissors of the editor of the gelgian ECho
pounced upon it at once, it WaS speedily translated into

Flem sh (the | anguage ©f Cuyp and poirery, and on the
wings Of steam it reached the Bremen chronicle on the

2nd of Novenber. In that paper our bit of news next
appear ed, the Same in sypstance, but clothed in a garb of
German, the artful editor a4ding i parenthesis " from our

Bri ghton correspondent. "
The anecdote, NOW t horoughl y Ger mani sed, reached the
office of the editor of the Northern gazette, and that gr eat

man gave it @ place in the second col um of his third page.

On the eyening of the 3rq of November, after passing
t hr ough these various transformations, it M€ its entrance,
between the fat hands of a stout gerying man, into the

st udy of Professor Schultz of the ynjversi ty of jena.
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Hi gh as this per sonage stood in the scale of pypani ty,
he presented nothing femarkable to the gye of a

stranger.
He was a Man of five or six and {4y strongly built,

his square shoulders genoting 2 robust constitution his
forehead Was pg| g, the tittie hair gpgjnjng ON his tenpl es
and behind his head gyggested the idea that (pey consisted
of threads of tow H'S gyes Were piue, that yagye blue
whi ch never petrays @ thought. Professor Schultz had a
largo mouth, garnished With a double row of fornidable
teeth whi ch woul d never grgp their prey, thin jjps closed
over them WN0S€ principal enpl oyment Was to keep note
of the words whi ch passed between them

The general appearance ©f the professor WS deci dedly
unpl easant 10 others, but he himself Was eyjdentiy perfectly
satisfied with it

O hearing hi's servant enter, he raised his eyes 10 @ yery
pretty clock over the pgntel-piece Which looked out of
place anpng & number of yyjgar articles around ;, and
said ina qguick, rough voice

“6.55! The post COMES in at g 30, YOU bring My
letters t00 late by twenty-five Mnutes. The next tine
they are not on pyy table at 6 30 you quit My service.”

"WIl you please to dine now sir- asked the MaN as
he wi t hdr ew.

"It is NOWg 55 and | dine at seven. YOU have been
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here for three weeks, and you KNOW that. Recoll ect that |
never change @n hour, and never gpeat @n order.”

The ,of essor laid his newspaper ON the yap e and went
ON witing @& treatise which was to appear next day in
"Physi ol ogi cal Records,' @ periodical t0Whichhe contributed.
V€ nhay be permitted to state that this treatise was en
titled Why areall Frenchnen iected by ditferent degrees
of hereditary degeneracy ? )

As the prof essor pursued his task, hi's dinner, consisting
of & arge dish of sausages @Nd cabbage, f!anked py a hyge
flagon Of beer, WaS carefully pl aced ON @ round table near
the fire.

He 1aid aside his pen inorder to partake Of this gpast,
which he did with greater appearance °f enjoyment than
ni ght have been expected from so grave an individual.
Then he yang for coffee, |ighted NS pipe, and resumed his
I abours.

It Was after pj dnj ght when he signed his Name on the
last page, @nd retired at once to his bedroomto gpjoy @
wel | -earned ;gpose,

Not i1 he was in bed did he take his paper fromits
cover, and pegin to read before going to greep. Just as
the professor WAS heconi ng drowsy, Nis eye Was caught by

& foreign name, that of “|angevol,” in the paragraph
relating 10 the " MONSter pgritage.» HE tried to call to

m nd clearly the yague recollections to whi ch this name
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gave rise. After a fewninutes yajpny devoted to efforts
of menpry, he threw away the journal, bl ewout his cangie,
and I oud snores qujckiy gave notice that he g gp

By 2 physiol ogi cal phenomenon, Which he hinself had
studied and explained a great length, this name of
Langevol followed Professor Schultz even in his dreans.
The consequence Was that on auaking Next porning, he

found hinsel f nechanically repeating it-
Al at gnce, just as he was goi ng to 100k at his yatch, a

sudden | gnt broke ypon him

Snat ching up the newspaper at the foot of his ped, he
read again and ag,i n, Wi th his hand pressed ON his forehead,
the paragraph Whi ch he had aii but missed gegjng the njgnt
before. Th€ |jgh WAS eyjdently spreading to his brain,
for without wajting to put ON his flowered gregsi ng- gown,
he hurried to the fj epace, 100k a small niniature porqrait
fromthe wall py the pirror, and ¢ yrni ng it round, passed
his sleeve across the gysty pasteboard at the back.

The professor Was rign. Behind the piciyre he read
the fol | owing Ger MAN words, traced in faded i nk

" Ther ese schul tz, € ne gebor ene Langevol , " whi ch peans,
" Ther esa schultz, Whose mai den nane was Langevol . "

That evening the professor Was in the express train on

his way to London,
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CHAPTER 1v.
TWD CLAI MANTS.

ON the 6th Novenber at A M Prof essor Schultz
) 7 )
arrived at the charjng COross Station. At noon he present ed
himsel f at NO g5 sSout hanpt on Row, entering @ |arge ' 00M
di vided py a Wooden parrier, ONe side pej ng for the ¢lerks,
the other for the pypjjc, INit there Wwere six chairs, @ table,
number| ess green tin boxes, and a London prectory. Two
young men, seat ed at thetanie, Were qujetly eatingthe trad
tional luncheon of bread and cheese usual with their class.
Messrs. gillows, Green, and gharp ?" said the pofessor,
inthe tone of a MaN calling for his dinner.
"M. sharp is in his priyae FOOM what nane? On
what busi ness 2
" Professor schultz, Of jena. ON the Langevol business.”
This information was murmured into the speaking-tube
by the young clerk @ reply being returned into his ear
whi ch he did not choose to rgpeat
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' Hang the Langevol business. Another fool CONE to
put inaclaim:

Gerk's answer

"This IMBN SEems |ggpectabl e enough. Does not | ook
exact |y agreeabl e t hough. "

Anot her nysterious whisper conveyed the words
" And he comes from ger many. "

" So he says."

Wth agjgy cane the order

" Send hi mupstai rs.”

"Second story, d0Or facing you," said the clerk afoud,
poi nting to an inner entrance.

The py of essor pl unged intothe passage, Mounted the g s,
and found hinmsel f gpposite @green baize door, ONwhich the
name of M. gharp stood out inblack letters On abrass p e,

That personage Was seated at a | arge mahogany writing-
table, in & conmon-| ooki ng room Wth afelt carpet, |eather
chairs, and many open boxes.

He haif rose fromhis sear, and then accordi hg to the
polite fashion of business nen, pegan to runmage anongst
his papers for several minutes to show how busy he was.
At ast, turning to Professor Schultz Who remai ned ¢ ongj ng
near him he said

" Have the goodness, sir, 10 tell M ygyp business here in
as few words as possibie. M/ time is linited 1 can gjye

you but a yery fewmnutes. "
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The professor SMled giigntiy, evidently not at all put
out by t he way he was recei ved.

Perhaps, " N€ said, When ygqy know what ngs e
here, you Wl think it advisable to grant M€ a fewminutes
nore."

Proceed, sir.”

"w business relates to the inheritance Ieft by Jean

Jacques Langevol, of Bar-le-Duc. 1 @M the grandson Of
the elder gister, Theresa Langevol , who married in 1792
rny grandfather, MArtin schultz, @ surgeon in the army of
Brunswi ck; he died in 1814 1 have in My possession three
letters fromny great-uncle, Wittento his gister, and many

.accounts of his return NOME after the battle of jepa besides
the | ggq docunents which proye rmy birth.”

W& need not follow Professor Schul tz t hrough the prorix
expl anat i ons Wi ch he gaye to M. gharp. On this poi nt

he seemed, contrary to his nature, quite |nexhaustible.

H's aimwas to denonstrate to this gngljshnan, this M.
. Sharp, t hat by rights the Ger man race should, in all tpjngs,
predom nat e over all others. H s obj ect in putti nngl’V\ard
a claim to this inheritance WAS cpjefjy that it pjght be
snat ched fromFrench pangs, Which could not fail to make
a gy use of . What he hated in his rival was his
nationality. Had he been a German he e tainiy Should
not have jnterfered, &., &c.

But that a Frenchman a woul d-be " savant ¥ shoul d



So THE BEGUM S FORTUNE.

have this enornous wealth to gpend upon French fancies,
WaS gistracting tO© hiS feelings, @nd he considered it his
duty to contest his right to it at all costs.

At first

opi ni ons and the opul ent inheritance in guestion WaS not

the connection between these

si ght, political

very clear. BUt the gxperienced eye Of the IMAN of business
plainly detected the relation which patriotic anbition for
the advant age ©f the German nation generaly, bore to the
private interests of Professor Schultz jpngjyidually. He
sawthat this gpparent|y double aimhad in g4 ¢y but one
moti ve.

There was no doubt about . HOWeVer pypijjating 't
mi ght be for @ professor Of the ynjversity of Jena to be
connected W th pejpgs of an inferior rgce, it WAS evident
that a French ancestress had had a share in the [esponsi

bility O giving to the world this matchless human e ng.

But this relationship being in @ secondary degree to that
of Doctor sarrasin, Woul d gn| y give secondary rights to the
said inheritance. The solicitor percei ved, however, t he
possi bility Of lawful 1y sustaining them andin this possipility
he foresaw anot her whi ch woul d be much to the zgyant age
of Billows, Geen, and Sharp, something Which would
change the Langevol affair, already productive, N0 @ yery

good thing, indeed, 2 second case of the jarndyce versus

Jarndyce” ©f Di ckens. AN extensive horizon of st anped

paper, deeds, documents of all gorts, rose before the gyeg Of
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the MAN of law ang, What was worth ppre he saw a
conpr oni se conduct ed by hinsel f, Sharp, to the interest of
both his ¢jents, Whi ch would prjng to himself oqual parts
of honour and o

In the meanwhi |l e he made known to Professor Schultz
the claims of Doctor sarrasin, gave Ni Mproofs in corrobo-
ration, and insinuated that it gi||ows, Geen, @and Shar p
undert ook to MaKe gonet hi ng advant ageous o' the prof essor

out of the claims, "shadowy though they are, MMy dear g
it would, ! fear, NOt hold water in a |apsuit,” Which his

relationship t0 the doctor gaye him he poped that the
remarkabl e sense of ;gice, possessed by al! Germans,
woul d admit that to Messrs. gi||ows, Green, and Sharp, he,
the professor, OWed a |arge debt of gratitude.

The tatter Was practical enough to understand the arift
of this argument, and soon py¢ the mnd of the business
MaN at rest ON this point, though W thout comitting
hinsel f in any way. M. Sharp politely begged pernission
to exanmne into the affair at his |eisure, Showed hi m out
with marked iespect, nothing NMOr€ having been said as
to the ygry limited time of which before he had been
SO sparing.

Professor Schultz retired convinced that he had no
sufficient claimto put forward for the Beguni s inheritance,
but ai the same persuaded that a struggie bPetween the

Saxon and Latin ;aces, besides pejng al ways meritorious,
E 2
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woul d not fail, if set about properly, toturntothe advant age
of the forner.

The next inmportant step Was to get Dr. Sarrasin's
opi ni on ON the sypj ect t el egramdespat ched i mredi at el y
to Brighton Nad the effect of prjnging that gentleman t°
M. gharp's office py five o' clock.

Dr. Sarrasin heard al that had occurred with a cal mess
whi ch astonished the solicitor. He frankly declared that
he perfectiy Femenbered a traditioninhis fani|y of @ great-
aunt prought up by @ rich and titled |aqy, who had eni
grated With her and Who had married in Germany. He
knew neither the NanMe nor the exact gegree ©f relationship

of this great-aunt.

M. Sharp WaS pusily |ooking OVer his notes, carefully
nunbered in poriforios, Whi ch he NOW exhibited with con

siderable conpl acency to the doctor.
There was M. gpharp did not seek to hide i+ matter

for @ |awsuit, and lawsuits of this character MAy easily
be | engt hened Out- Indeed, it Was not at all pecessary to

acknow edge to the adverse party that fapj|y tradition
which Doctor Sarrasin had in his ponesty just NOW con

fided to his solicitor. 10 be gye there were those letters

from Jean Jacques Langev0| to his gjster, of which Pro
fessor Schultz had gpoken, and which were a pgint in his
favour. Avery smel |l point indeed, destitute of gny |egal

character, but stiti a pojnt N0 doubt other o5 Would
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be exhunmed fromthe dust of qynici pal archives.  pgrhaps
even the adverse paryy, in default of authentic docunments,
woul d even dare to manufacture faise ones. Eyeryt hing
nust be foreseen. VWO knew but that fresh i nvestigati ons
mi ght assigntothis Therese Langevol and her descendant s,
who had syddenly started y, superior claims to Dr.
Sarrasin's » I'n any case, there woul d be l ong disputes,
tedious examinations no end of them There was ggog
hope of success for both sj4es, e€ach could easily forma
limted japiiity company to advance the cost of the pro
ceedings and exhaust all the peas Of jyrisdiction.

A celebrated suit of the same sort had been in the Court
of Chancery for eighty-three CONsecutive years and was

only ended at last for want of funds interest and capital,

all had gone What with inquiries, conmi ssions, transfers,
the proceedings Woul d take an indefinite perjiog . In ten
years' LiMe the guestjon WoUuld propably be stitl yndeci ded,

and the tyenty-one M!lions still gjeeping quietly in the
Bank.

Dr. Sarrasin listened to this |ong-wi nded oration, and
wonder ed when i: woul d CONME to an end. W thout g ng

for gospel all that he heard, he felt a kind of chilly dis

cour agenent creeping OV€' him a & yoyager gazes from
the ships DOWS at the port to which he believes hinself

approachi ng, but sees it growj ng !ess and less gistinct, and

finally disappearing as his vessel drifts gugy from the
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land. He told himself that it Was not i ppossi bl e that this
fortune j st NOW so near, and for which he had g eady
found a yse, Would end py gjjpping Fromhis 445, and
fade away.

" Then what is to be done - he asked of the solicitor.

"WWhat is to be done. Hem. That was ditficut to
say, MOre difficult stin to decide  but no doubt eyerything
woul d be grranged in the end.  He, sharp, Was certain of
that . Engl i sh | aw Was excellent, @ leetle slow per haps,

he could not hel p saying SO yes, decidedly slow pcde
claudo hem., hem but a the nore sure. Assuredly

Doctor Sarrasin could not fail in the course of a feWyears
to be in possession Of this inheritance, always supposing
hem. hem. his clains sufficient . ’

The doctor issued fromthe office in Sput hanpt on Row
very much shaken in his confidence, @nd convinced that he
must either pjunge into an interninable lawsuit or gjye
up his dream The t hought s that his fine phjjanthropic
scheme nmust COMe to not hi ng gave Ni Mkeen o p,

I'nthe peantime, M. Sharp sent for Professor gchuitg,
who had 1eft his address. He told himthat Dr. Sarrasin
had never heard of Therese |angevol, denied the existence
of a German branch of the fanijy, and rgjected any i dea of
a conpr oni se. Ther e Was pot hj ng that the professor coul d
do, therefore, if hebelieved his jgnt well established, but to

go to law From ihis, M. sharp, WO Was perfectiy dis-
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interested of course, @nd Was a MBre gpecrator in the
matter, had no intention of di ssuadi ng hi m VWhat nore
could a solicitor Wish than a lawsuit of perhaps thirty
years, @nd not knowing to What it pjght lead them He
personal |y Woul d be gejjgnteq. !f he had not feared that
Professor Schultz would think it gyspicious ON his pare,
he woul d have pyshed his disinterestedness so far as to
recommend to himone of his |ggai brethren, WO woul d
|l ook after his interests. And, indeed, the choice was
an jnportant one . The parp of law had now become
a regular high foad. swarning Wth adventurers and
robbers . he owned this shameful (act, though With a
bl ush .

' Supposi ng the French doctor Was yj|jjng t0 arrange
the natter, NOW Much woul d i« cost - asked the pr of essor .

Bei ng @ Wi se man, Words could not confuse him pejng
& practical man, he Went i aignt to the pojnt W thout
wasting any precious {iMe ON the yay, M. Sharp Was
rather disconcerted py this Mde of action. He represented
to Professor Schultz that business did not gg ON so qujckly
as all that that no one could see the gng, WheN as yet
they Were jyst at the peginpping. that in order to prjpg Dr.
Sarrasin to termns t hey nmust protract the pusiness, SO as not
to allow him to see that he schultz, WaS at all gager O

conpr oni se matters.
T beg, sir.” N€ concl uded, " that you !l leave it to ne .
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put yourself in My hands, and 1 will be answerable for
everything."

" Very vell," replied Schultz, but 1 should much iike
to knowwhat 1 have to gypect .

However, he could not ascertain from M. Shar p t he
price at whi ch the solicitor val ued Saxon gratitude, and
was therefore opjjged t0 give NiMcarte blanche in the
matter.

When or. sarrasin appear ed next day in answer to M.
Sharp's sunmons, and quietly asked it he had any
particular NEWS for him the goiicitor, alarmed at his
cal mess, inforned hi mthat a serious exami nation had
convinced himthat the better pjan Would be to i, the
threatened ganger in the pud, and propose 10 conproni se
with this NEWclaimant. Dr. Sarrasin MUSt agree With him
that this WaS egsentjal |y disinterested agyjce, and what few
solicitors in M. gharp's pl ace woul d have gi ven. But he felt
quite @ paternal interest in the regip, and his pride Was
concerned in pringing it t0 & speedy concl usion.

The doctor listened and ¢ hought ! this sensible gnough.
During the last few gays he had become so accustoned to
the idea of jmmediately realising his scientific dream that
everything gave Way to i.  TO wait ten yos s or even one
year before he had it in his poyer, Woul d have been a cruel
trial to him  Wthout pejng taken in py M. gharp s fine

speeches, al though 'ittle famliar wWith eqq and financial
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questions, he would have cheerfully gjiven up his claims for
a SUM p5i g dOWN in eady noney sufficient to enable him
t0 pass at once frompheory t0 practice. He aiso. therefore,
at once, gave carte blanche to M. gharp and geparted.

The solicitor had NOw gor what he wanted. 1t was
quite true that perpaps another pjigpt in his pace have
yi el ded to the tenptation of beginning @d prolonging @
lawsuit which woul d prjpng in a considerable gppyjity to his
business. But M. gharp Was not a MAN WhO cared for
this kind of gpecylation.

He saw close to his hand a way by Which he could [eap
an abundant parvest, and he resolved to seize ir. The next
day he wote to the doctor that he believed Herr Schultz
was not gpposed '© @ compromise. !N subsequent Visits
made py him to the doctor and  ofessor, Ne told them
alternately, that the adverse party Would say nothing
decided, @nd that, in addition, @ third candidate, attracted
by the scent, Was tal ked of.

This littie game Went on for a week.  In the pprnjng a!
Was goj ng well, but by the eyenijng @n unforeseen gpjection
had syddenl y arisento ypset everything. 1h€ honest doctor
Was jncessantly troubl ed by doubts, fears, and changes of
mnd. M. gharp could not prjpg hinself to hook his fjsnh,
he so great|y feared that at the tast he woul d stryggle @nd
snap the tine.  BUl so many precautions were, N this case,

quite superfl uous. From the very first day Dr. Sarrasin*
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who woul d have done anyt hi ng t© spare hi msel f the trouble

of a lawsuit, WAS ready for any arrangenent. Wien at
last M. gharp thought that the psychol ogical nonment, to

use the cel ebrated gypression, N@d arrived, or in less exalted
| anguage, that his client was done to a tyrn, he syddenly
unmasked his patteries, and proposed an inmediate com
promi se.

Abenevol ent MAN t hen appear ed the panker, stilbi ng
who proposed 'O spiit the difference, 10 give to e€ach ten
milions, and merel y have for comm ssion the surpl us
mllion.

Dr. sarrasin could have embraced M. gharp When he
made him this proposal . it S€emed gpiendid to him
He was ready and eager to sign. He would have
liked to pyt up in the market pace of the proposed
city gol den Statues to the banker gjping to the solicitor
Sharp, to the bank and to aii the |awyers in the United
Ki ngdom

The docunents were drawn ,, and eyerything Was

ready. Professor Schultz had surrendered M. gharp

assuring N Mihat, With a less gasy-tenpered adversary he
woul d certainly have had ai costs to pay SO it was

settled. The two heirs each received a cheque for a

hundred t housand pounds, payabl e @ sight, @Nd a pronise

of a definite settlenent after all the |gga formalities had

been gone through.
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Thus was this wonderful affair gertjed, tO the great glory
of the Angl o- Saxon race.

W are assured that, that Same gyani ng, Whilst ginj ng at
the Cobden Club with his friend Stil bi ng, M. Sharp dr ank
a gl ass of Chan‘pagne to the health of Dr. Sarrasin, anot her
to Professor gschyltz, and then, as he finished the porte,
gave way to this somewhat indiscreet exclamation

"Hurrah. Rule Britannia. W've got the best of it
this tine!"

The truth ;. that the banker g |pjng considered his
friend rather gypjq for not phayjng MAe a g gar deal nMOre
out of the pysiness, and in his heart the o ofessor Nad
thought the same, fromthe noMeNt in which he had reit
himself opliged t© agree '© any arrangenment that was
offered. VWhat could not have been done with a MAN like
Dr. sarrasin, @ Celt, careless, t hought | ess, and very certainly
vi sionary '

The pr of essor had heard of hisrival's proj ect Of founding
a French town, under such noral and ppysjcal conditions
as woul d gevel op the guaiities Of the race, and formsiyong
and brave generati ons.

Thi's enterprise appeared to Ni Mapsurd, and, tohis ideas,
Sure to 4, as it gpposed the lawof progress, Whi ch decreed
the yprooting of the Latin yace, its gypjection tothe Saxon,
and eventually its disappearance fromthe surface of the

globe. However, these results pjght be held in check if
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the doctor's pr ogr anme began to be real i sed, and so nuch
the NDre it there Was any prospect Of its success. It was,
therefore, the duty of every true Saxon, in the interest of
general order, 'O obey this appointed law and pring to
nothing, if he could, this insane ¢nierprise. Under the
circumstances it Was gyjte clear that pe sSchultz, MD.,
privat decent of chenistry in Jena university, KNOWN by
his numerous works on the different hUMBN 5065, WOrks
in which it was proyed that the German race was to absorb
all others it WaS g,ite clear that he wWas o ¢jcylarly
desi gned by the great creative and destructive force of
nature to annihilatethe pi gni es who wer e struggl i ng agai nst
it. Fromtne very beginning it had been ordained that
Therese Langevol Would pgrry Martin scpyitz, and that
one gay, the tWo nationalities meeting in the persons of
the French doctor and the GernMBN , gressor, the latter
woul d crush the former.  already he had in his possessi on
half the doctor's fortune, this Was the wegpon he was to
w el d.

This project Was but a secondary ©OnNe€ to Professor
Schultz at present . N perely added it to others still
nor e vast whi ch he had formed for the destruction of al
nations WNO refused to bl end thensel ves with the Ger nan
peopl e and be united with the vaterland. However, wishi ng
to explore to the end if so be that {phey had an end of

Dr. Sarrasin's pjans, Ne attended al the meetings of the
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Congr ess. As several nmenbers, W th Doctor Sarrasin

himsel f anpng t hem Were | eaving the neeting, the professor
was overheard to Mmake this declaration that he woul d
found at the sanme time as frankville, @ ci ty strong enough
to pyt an end to that absurd and abnormal ant-nili.

"1 hope,” Ne added, ' that the experiment We shall make
will serve as an eyxgnpl e to all the world -

Al t hough good Doctor Sarrasinwas so full of love to all
manki nd, he had lived |ong enough to KNOWthat ail his
fellowcreatures did not deserve the NAME of pyj| ant hropists.
He noted, however, this speech Of his adversary, thinking
like a sensible MAN that Nno threat gught to De neglected.
SONE tine afterwards, witingto MAX toinvite himto aid
inhis enterprise, N Mentioned this incident and descri bed
Herr schultz so gccurately that the young Al sacian was
certain the doctor had inhi mafornidable gqyersary. The
doct or added

n

\M shall need bold and energetic NeEN, of practi cal
information, NOt only tO puild, but to defend us."

Max answer ed

Al t hough ' cannot j medi ately give IMY co-operation

to the founding °f your city, you may depend ©ON finding
ne when the right time cones. I shall not lose gjgnpt for

a single day Of this Professor Schultz whom you have
described so well. |\/y Alsacian birth gjyes MB the jgnt
to know about his affairs. \Wiether 1 @Mnear yoy or far
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away, ' @Mdevoted to yoy, If py any unforeseen chance
you shoul d be SOME npnt hs, or €VeN yearg, Without hearing
frompe do not be yneasy. \Wiether 1 amnear you or
far away, ! shall have but one {pougnht, to WOrk for yo

and consequent |y to serve France.”
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CHAPTER v

STAHLSTADT.

VEE nust take a jeap through time and space  Five
years have g| gpsed since the two heirs took possession Of
the Begum s inheritance. The scene lies in the United
States, to the south of yegon, ten |eagues fromthe shores

of the pacific. The district is ppuntainous, its northern

linmts as yet bparely defined py the tWO pejghbouring
power s.

merel y superficial spectator mi ght call itthe Ameri can
Switzerland, With its aprupt peaks rising @bove the ¢ougs,,
its deep valleys dividing tN® heights, its aspect at once
grand and wild.

But, unlike the Eyropean Switzerland, it is NOt given up
to the peaceful industries of the shepherd, the guide, and
the hot el - keeper . It has p pi ne decorations onjy, just @
crust of rocks, and earth and venerable pjnes spread OVer

a mass of iron and coal .
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Shoul d the traveller through these solitudes gtgy ON his
way to listen awhile to the voice of natyre, he woul d not,
as On the g gpes Of the (perland, hear the genptje MUIrMUrs
of insect |ife Or the perg- boy's call, enhancing the silence
of the nountain. )n his ear inthis wild gpor Would fai
the heavy sound of the steamhammer, and under his feet
woul d echo the nuffled explosions of powder.

He woul d feel as if the ground Was as ful of trap-doors
as the gtage Of @ theatre, and that at gpny NDMENt even the
huge "ocks nj ght sink and gj sappear i nto UNKNOWN gept ps.

Dreary roads, black with cinders and ¢oke, Wi nd round
the sides of the nmbuntains.

Heaps ©f variegated scoria, Which the scanty herbage
fails to cover, glance and g are like the gyes of @ basilisk.
Here and there yawns the shaft of a deserted pjne, a dark
guif, the mouth grown OVer with briers. The air is heavy
with smoke, @nd hangs !ike @ pa | over the ground.  Not
a bird nor an insect is to be found, and a pyierfiy has not
been seen within the menory of man.

At the northern poin, Where the ppuntain-spurs siope
intothe , 4 lies between tWo anges of bleak nilrs what
up to 1871 Was called the "red p i, » because of the
colour of the g, Which is jppregnated With oxide of
iron, but what is NOW called gtanifeld, Of the field of

steel .

Just imagine @ plateau Of seventeen or gjghteen square
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miles, the soil sandy and strewn with peppes, and g ¢oget her
as arid and desol ate as the ancient bed of SOMe inland sea.
Nat ure has done not hji ng towards gjyjng 'ife and novenent
to the pace, but MAN has proyght a wonderful amount of
ener gy and yj goyr to bear on ..

In five years there gprang up ON this bare and |gcky
pl ain ei ght een villages, composed ©f small wooden nouses,
all alike, brought ready built fromcnicago, @nd containing
@ | arge popul ation ©f rough Workmen.

In the midst of these yjj|ages, at the ygry foot of the

Coal pButts, as the inexhaustible mountains of coal are
called, fises a dark mmss, huge, @nd strange, 8N aggl onmera
tion of yequl ar buildings, pierced W th symetrical w ndows,
covered with red (ofs, and surmounted by a forest of
cylindrical chimeys, Wi ch continually vomit forth clouds
of dense snoke. Through the black curtain which veils
the gky, dart red |jghining-like flames, While a distant
roaring is heard resenpling that of thunder or the peating
of the surf on a rocky shore.

This erection is Stahlstadt Steel TOWN. The German
city, and the personal property Of Professor schuitz, the
ex-chenistry professor © Jena, WO has pecome, by Means
of the Begum s mnillions, the greatest iron-worker, and
especially the greatest cannon-founder, Of the two hem

spheres.

He casts guns of all shapes and of all calibres, SMOOthH
F
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and rifled pores, for Russia, Turkey, Roumania, Japan, foi

Italy @nd for china, but particulariy for Germany.
W th the aid of his €N0rMDUS cqpital, this|arge establish

ment, Which is at the same time a reqy ar town, started yp
as at the wave of a conjurer's Wand. Thjrty thousand
wor kmen, Germans for the nost . crowded to ;, and
settled themselves in the suburbs. In a few months its
products, owi ng tO their overwhel m ng superiority, acquired
uni versal cejebrity.

Professor Schultz gjgs OUt iron and coal from his own
mnes, Which lie yeady to his hand, changes theminto
steel, @nd again i nto cannon, all On the gpot.

What none of his conpetitors ¢a@n do he pmpages. In
France jpgots Of steel are optained, ei ghty thousand pounds
inyeight. !N England @ hundred-ton gyn has been cast.
At Essen M Krupp has contrived to cast blocks of steel
of ten hundred thousand pounds =~ Herr Schultz does not
stop at that he knows no linits.  Order a cannon of him
of whatever ygjght and power you tike, he'!l turn ygy out
that cannon, as pright as @ NEWhga| fpenny, exactly at the

time agr eed on-
But he makes his custoners pay for it . It is as if the

two hundred and ¢, nmillions of 1871 had gpjy given NI M
an gppetite for NOre.
IN gun-casting, @ IN everything ese, the MaN who can

do what others cannot is sure to be well off. |ndeed,
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Schultz's cannon not gp|y attainto an unprecedent ed size,
but, although they nmy deteriorate sijgntiy by use, they
never burst. Stahlstadt steel seems to have gpecial proper
ties. There are ppny stories current of pysterjous chenical
mxtures but one tpjng is certain, that NO one has dis
covered the inval uabl e secret.

Anot her ;i ng Certain is that, in Stahlstadt, that secret is
guar ded Wi th the MOSt jeg) oys care.

Inthis remote corner of North aperica, surrounded by
deserts, isolated fromthe world py a ranpart of nountains,
five hundred niles fromthe nearest town or habitation of
any sort, W pgy search in vain for the smallest yestijge
of that |jperyy Which is the foundation p jpcipie of the
Uni ted states.

O 4rivi ng under the walls of Stahlstadt it is useless to
try and enter one of the massive gat eways Whi ch here and
there break the line of npats and fortifications. The
sternest of sentinels will rgpyise the traveller. He nust
go back to the suburbs. He cannot enter the Gty of
Steel unless he possesses the magic formula, the password,
or, @ any rate, @N order, duly stanped, signed, and
count er si gned.

One November pprping a young Wor Kman arrived at
Stahl stadt, WhO doubt | essly possessed SUch an orgder, for
after |eaving his Well-worn portmanteau a @n jnn, he

directed his gsteps to the gat eway nearest the yjj|age.
F 2
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He was a fine, strongly built young feliow dressed in a
l oose coat, Woollen gy, With NO ¢o1a, and trousers of
ribbed vyelveteen, tucked into p; g boots. He pul l ed his
wide felt hat over his gyes, as if to conceal the coal dust
with which his skin Was pegrined, and wal ked forward
Wi th elastic siep whistling through his brown nmoustache.

Arrived at the gat enay, the young man, showi ng 2 print ed
paper 10 the officer of the gare WAS j pmedi at el y adm tted.

“Your order is addressed to the foreman, Seligmann,
section K, road iy wor kshop 743, said the sentinel.
" YOU must follow the roundv\ay to your right till you
cone to the Kboundary, and there ShOw yourself to the
porter. D) you knOW the rule » Expel | ed, if you enter
another section than your own," he added as the new
comer went auqy.

The young Wor kman fol I owed the direction indicated to
him aong the roadway. ON his (ight 1ay @ moat, above
whi ch mar ched nunerous sentinels. ON nis. |, between
the wi de circular road, @and the Mass of pi|dings, lay first
a doubl e line of ;4| yay, @nd then a second yaii, sinilar to
the outer one, WhiCh gpijrey surrounded the sSteel gy,

It was of so great an extent, that the gectjions, enclosed
by the fortified walls like the gpokes Of @ wheel, were
perfectly i ndependent Of €aCh other, although Surrounded
by the sane wal| and noat .

The young wor kman soon reached the poundary .
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placed at the side of the road, before a jof¢y gat eway
surmounted py the Same letter sculptured 1M the stone,
and presented himsel f to the yorier,

This time, instead of payjng & soldier to deal yitph, he
found himsel f before a pensioner, Wi th awooden ., and
medal s on his breast.

The pensioner €xamined the paper, stanped ' again
and said

“Al

The young MaN entered this second intrenched i and

right, Ninth road on the reft.”
at last found hinself in section K. ~ The road which
debouched fromthe gate Was the axie, and at jgnt angles
on either side extended rows of uniformyy|gings.

The noise of ppchjnery Was almost geafening. 1NOS€
grey buildings pierced W th thousands of windows were
like |jying Monsters. But the new comer Was gpparently
accustomed to such gcepes, for he bestowed not the
slightest attention on the curious gjgp,

In five minutes he had found road i workshop 743,
and haying entered a little office full of oifo1ios and
registers, St00d inthe pregence Of the foreman sgjgpann.

The man took the paper With all its gtanps, €xanined
i, then | ooked the young Wor kman yp and down.

"Hired as pyqdier, are you?" he asked; "you seem

very young -’
' Age Nas nothing to dowith ;. was the answer. S
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shall soon be gjx-and-twenty, and I1've been puddl i ng for
the last seven nonths. If yoy like I can show ygy
certificates ON the girength of which 1 was engaged at
New Yor k by the head overseer."

The young MN spoke GBI MAN guite easity, PUt With a
slight accent which seenmed to arouse the gyspjcjons Of the
foreman.

" Are yoy an Al sacian - " he denanded.

"No, ! am Swiss from schaffhausen. "|ggk, here

are all n'y papers, quite correct,” he added, taki ng out a
leather pocket-book @Nd showing @ passport, testinonial,
and certificates.

"Very good. After . you are pireq, and ics ny
business sinpply to ShOW you your place returned
Sel i gmann, assured by this gjsplay Of official docunents.

He then inscribed in a register the NAME of Jjohann

Schwartz, copying it from the o ger, and gaye to the
workman a blue card pearjing his Nane and the number

57,938, addi ng

"You nust be at the K gate every norning a seven
o' clock  Showthis card whi ch will g ready have passed you
t hr ough the outer vall. Take fromthe rack in the | odge
a counter with yoyr NUMber on v and showit to Me when
you COME in. At seven in the oyening, 2 you go out,

drop the counter into a bOX placed at the door of the

wor kshop, @nd only open at that tine."
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"1 knowthe system Can i five in the town . asked
Schwart z.

" No . you must find a | odgi ng outside, but you Can get
your Meals at the canteen in the shed at a yery nmoder at e
price. YOUI ygges are a dollar a day tO pegin with, but
they wll be raised guarteriy. Expulsion is the only
puni shment. 't is pronounced by ME at rirsi, and py the
engi neer ON appeal, for any infraction of the rules. W
you begin to-day ? "

"V\hy not ?"

"It will be but hal f - a- day, observed the foreman, as he
gui ded Schwartz to an inner gq |y,

The two men wal ked gz ong @ Wi de passage, crossed a
yard and entered a vast pay, like the pjatform of an
i mense terninus.  Schwartz, as he glanced round, could
not restrain a MOVEMENt of pofessjonal admration.

On each side of the | gpghal | Were two rows of enormous
col ums, as pjg as those in St. peter's, a Rome, their tops
rising through the giass roof. These were the chi meys
of the puddling furnaces, and there were ¢, of themin
a row.

At one end engi nes Wer' € continual Iy bringi ng up waggon
| oads of iron to feed the furnaces at the other, enpty

trucks gppeared to receive and carry away the netal,
transfornmed into steel.

This petanorphosis is acconplished by Means of the
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operation ©°f "puddling, " at whi ch gangs O©f hal f - naked
oycl ops, armed with |gng iron rakes, Were yorki ng Wth
mi ght and main.

The «pjgs" of iron are thrown into a furnace prought
to an intense heat. AS soon as nel ted, the metal is stirred
about for a considerable tine. \Men i acquires @ certain
consi stency, tNe puddier, by MEaNs of his |gng hook, turns
and rolls about the molten pgpss, and makes it up into
four bl oons, O balts, Whi ch he then hands over to others.

The operation is continued in the nidst of the hall.
Opposi te €ach furnace stands a ghjngling hammer, nmoved
by steam

Pr ot ect ed by boots and arni ets of iron, the head covered
with a netallic yei;, and wearing @ thick leathern gpron,
the “ghingler” With his |gng pincers takes yp the red hot
bai1, and pj aces it under the hammer. Down on i« comes
the yeight ©of the ponderous nachine, pressing Out @
quantity Of dross, am dst showers of gparks. When i cool s
it is taken back to the fyrnace, to be py ought OUt agajn and
hamrer ed as before.

There was incessant MDVEMENt in this NONSter g ge
TO a gpectator 't WAS @ yerrifying scene, the cascades of
nol ten petal, dull blows heard above the 451 ng, Showers
of brilliant gparks, the glare Of the red hot furnaces. In
the fearful din and tymult, NMAN appeared !ike @ helpless

infant.
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Powerful fellows must these pyddiers be. 10 stir and
knead four hundredwei ght Of metallic paste in that tem
perature, 10 S€€ nothing for hours but the pjnging glare Of
the furnace and nolten j,on is trying work, and wears a
MaN out inten yeqars,

Schwartz, as if to showthe foreman what he could g,
at once gyrjpped off his coat and wooll en spirt, exhibiting &
well-knit frame, and arns on which the nuscles stood out
like cords, seized a hook which one of the pyddiers had
just put down, and set to work.

Seeing that he was |jyeiy to dO e, the foreman soon
lett, and returned to his office.

The new coner worked on until the dinner-hour. But
he was either t00 gnergetic, of he had negl ected to take
sufficient food that pprnj ng 'O support his strength in this
unusual o, for he soon gppeared tired and faint. | ndeed so
worn out did he seemthat the chief of his gang noticed it.

"You're not it for a pyddier, MY lad,” he saig, "and
you had best ask at once to be changed into another
section, for they won't do it later."

Schwartz protested against this. It Was but a passi ng
faintness. He could puddl e as well as gpy one.

The gang' s-man M€ his report however, and Schwartz
Was j mredi at el y called yp before the chief gngjneer.

This personage exanined his papers, ShOOK his head,

and asked in an inquisitorial tone
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" \Were you & puddl er a Brooklyn ?
The young man | ooked down in conf usi on.

" | nust confess it. | see,» he answered. "I was enpl oyed
in casting, and it Was in the hope Of jncreasing MY salary
that | wished to ¢ry y hand at pyddiing.

"YOU are all g e, » returned the engi neer, shrugging his
shoulders. At fjye-and-twenty you think yoy can do
what few BN of fjye-and-thirty are fit for. \ell, then,
are you good 2t casting "

"1 was two nonths inthe first class.”

" You had better have gtayed init. Hereyoy wil have
to pegin in the third. Al the same, you may think yoursel f

| ucky i " being &l lowed to change your Section so easijy !”
The engineer then wote a fewwords on a pass, sent a

tel egram and said

"Gve up your counter, |eave this givision, and go
straight 10 section q chief gngjneers office. He has been
told.”

The sane formalities Were gonpe through again that
Schvartz had met with at the Ky e AS inthe mporning,
he was questioned, accepted, and sent to the foreman of
the workshop, WHO introduced himinto the casting-hall.
But here the Work was nore gjjent, and nore net hodical .

"This is only @ smll gajjery, for casting forty-two
pounders,» Observed the foreman first-ciass Wor kmen

al one are all owed to cast the p; g guns. "
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The " small gal lery Was not less than four hundred and
fitty feet [ong and two hundred wide. schwartz, as he
gl anced round, calculated that there must be at least six
hundred crucibles pejng heated, by four, eight, O twelve
toget her in t he side furnaces.

The noul ds destined for the rgception Of the fused steel
wer e p| aced dOWN the middl e of the gg ey, at the bottom
of a trench. OnN each side of the trench was a novabl e
crane, which, running ON a line of (45 WAS ¢onstantly in
use for ppyjng ENOTMDUS wejghts. AS in the puddiing
hall, at one end was a railroad for the conveyance of the
bars of steel, at the gther, ON€ for ¢ gk ng away the cannon
as t hey Cane out of the nmoul d.

Near each moul d stood a BN armed with an iron qq, to
test the state of fusion of the metal in the crucibles.

The processes, Which Schwartz had seen pyt in practice
el sewhere, Were here brought to a remar kabl e state of
perfection.

WAen a cast was to be pade, @ warning bell gave the
signal to al thewatchers of the crucibles. Then, TWO py
two, WOIKIMEN of equal height, bearing Petween them on
their shoul ders a horizontal bar of j;,, Canmew th neasured
step, @Nd p| aced thensel ves before gygry furnace.

AN yificer. armed with a ypistie, his chrononeter in his

hand, stood near the ppuld, conveniently placed for al the

furnaces in action. ON each gjge, channels of yefactory
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earth, covered With netal, converged '" gentle slopes t0 @
funnel - shaped reservoir, placed just above the mould.  The
officer whistled jpmediately @ crucible, taken fromthe fire
With pincers, WAS g]yng ON the iron bar gypported by the
two worknen. The whistie conmenced a series of nodul a
tions, @nd the tWo nen, keeping tiM to . approached and
enpti ed the contents of their crucible into the corres
pondi ng ¢channel. Then t hey tossed their enpty, still red-

hot eceptacle iNto a vat.

W t hout interruption, a regular intervals, SO as to keep
up @ constant fjow, gangs from the other furnaces went

t hrough exactly the SAMe gperation.

It Was all executed with such wonderful g ecisjon that

just at the appojnted tinme the last crucible was enptied
and ¢ yng into the vat. The manoeuvre seened rather the
result of a blind pechanism than the co-operation of a
hundred hunman wviiis.

I nflexible di sci pline, the force of habi t, and t he pov\er of
the measured nusical g4, Worked the miracle.

The g gnt appeared faniliar to schwartz, WNO was soon
coupled With a MaAN of his OWN g, tested in a small
cast, and found a capjta WOrkman. |npdeed, the head of
his gang at the close of the day promised hima speedy
rise.

ON | eaving the section g at seven that gyenjng he went

back to the inn to fetch his portpanteau. Then, fol | ow ng
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one of the exterior roads, he soon cane to a group of
houses, Which he had remarked that pprnjng as he passeq,
and oasi| y found a l odging i " the cottage Of @ good Woman
who “took ina I odger .

After supper, OUr young WOrKman did no, like too
many of his ¢jags, stroll out to the nearest pyp|ic-house.

He shut hinself in his room took fromhis pocket @ frag

ment of steel gyjdently picked up in the puddling shed, 2
tittie crucible earth from the O gection, and exanmi ned
them carefurry by the jjgnt of @ snoky lanp. Then,

taking fromhis portmanteau @ thick panuscript book,

hal f full of notes, receipts, and calculations, Ne wote the

following '" good French, though, for precaution, in @
ci pher of which he alone knewthe key

" November ioth. stahistadt. There is nothing par
ticular in the mode of puddl i ng, unless, Of course, it is the
choice of two different enperatures, relatively | OWfor the
first heat and the re_peating, accordi ng to Chernoff s rules.
AS to the (asting, it is done after kyupp's process, but
With a perfectiy admirable ypjfornity of mMovenent. This
precision iN MBNOEUVIES is the grear GErmaNn poyer. It
results fromthe innate nusical talent in the German race.
The Engiish could never attain to this perfection. they
have no s, and want g scipiine. The French ppy reach

it easily, @S they are the NDSt perfect dancers in the world.

SO ;o there gppears to b€ nothing nysterious in the
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remar kabl e success of this manufacture. The nineral
speci mens Whi Ch 1 picked up ON the nmountain are simlar

to our best iron.

" The coal is cerrainiy uncommonl y fine, ©f @n eninently
netal lurgic quality, but stitn there is pothing unusual
in it

"There is no doubt that in the Schwartz manufacture
special careis taken to purify t he pri nci pal materials from
any foreign matter, that they may Pe enpl oyed oniy in a
perfectly pure state The result may easily be i nagi ned.
To be in possessi on Of the remainder of the proplem !

have gply to determine the conposition 9F the refractory
earth of which the crucibles and the channels are nade.
This discovered, and our gangs of WOrKmen properiy
drilled, ! dO not see why we shoul d not do what {pey do
here. Al the sane, as yet ! have only seen t WO sections,
and there are at least four-and-twenty, W thout counting
the central pyiiding, the plans and nodels gepartnent,
the secret cabinet . \What gangerous Schemes ppy not be
maturing in that den . Vhat pgy not our friends have to
fear, after the threat uttered py Herr Schultz when he
t 00K possession Of his fortune - ’

After these questions, Schwartz, WhO was tired enough
with his gay's work, undressed, laid hinself down in a
little ped, Whi ch was about as unconfortable as a Ger man

bed could be and that is saying @ good 9eal |jghted
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his pipe, @Nd pegan to snoke, and read a well-worn book.
But his { houghts Were apparent|y el sewhere. The odor ous
clouds issued fromhis ;s as if { hey Were gaying

“Pooh! Pooh! Pooh! Pooh!"

He soon pyt down nis pook, and remmined lost in
thought for @ |ong time, as if he were absorbed in the
solution of a difficult propl em

" Ah," he exclaimed at ., though the devil himself
should ¢y to preyvent ME 1 will find out the secret of
Professor schultz, and, above 4, what he is medi tati ng
agai nst Frankville, ’

Schwartz went to sl eep, Mur mur i ng the nane of Doctor
Sarrasin but inhis dreans it Was the Nname of jeannette,
sweet littie jeannette, that was on his ;. He had never
forgotten the little 4 al though Jeannette, Since he last
SaWner, Nad grown into a young 1ady. Thi'S phenonenon
is easily explained by the ordinary | aws of the association
of ideas. Thoughts of the doctor proyght up that of
his daughter association by contiguity.  Then, When
Schwartz or rather MAX Bruckmann awoke, having sti'!
Jeannette in his pind, Ne was not at all astonished, but

found in this fact a fresh proof of the excellence of the

psychol ogi cal principles °f John Stuart Mil.
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CHAPTER w.
THE ALBRECHT riT.

FRAU BaUER, MBX Bruckmenn's good |andlady, Was a
Swi ss by birth, and Wi dow of a i ner, who was killed four
years previously in One of those accidents which meke a
mner's life SO precarious. She was allowed a snall

annual pension Of thirty dollars, and, iM addition, tNhe wages
of her poy carl, brought regularly to her every Sunday.
She was enabl ed g gnt|y to increase her i ncone by letting
a furni shed room

Al t hough scarcely thirteen, Carl Was enpl oyed in the
coal M Ne as a trapper . it being NS duty tO open and
shut one of the ventilator doors, Whenever it Was pecessary
for the coal trucks to pass. H's mother had her house on

lease and as it Was too far from the Al brecht , for hi m
to come hONE evejy evening, he had obtained SOME pjgnt

work at the bottom of the same mine. It Was not heayy,

being merely to look after six porses, Whilst the NMAN
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Who had charge of them guring the day spent the njght
above gy ound.

Carl's young 'ife WAS passed, therefore, &l MOSt opeirely,
fifteen hundred feet bel ow the surface of the earth. All
day Ne kept Watch py his goor, all night Ne sjept ON a bed
of straw, near his horses. O Sunday nmor ni ngs only, did
he return to the |jgn; Of gay, to revel for afewshort hours
inthe universal pjessing Of the sun, the blue gy and his
nmother's snile.

As nay be i magi ned, after such a week, ON coni ng up
from the i he was hargly What would be called
presentable. | ndeed he was nmore like a young gnone,
a sweep, OF @ negro, than anything else. Frau Bauer
had aways @ 1arge supply Of hot water and soap ready,
and devoted a good hour, the first thing 10 scrubbing
him She next dressed hi min a confortable suit of dark
green cloth, Mde froman ol d one of his farher's, and gept
all the week in the pjg deal cyppoard, a@nd then set to work
to admire her poy  an gccupation ©f Whi ch she never ¢req,
for she ¢ hought hi Mthe handsonmest in the world.

When the layer ©of coal-dust was washed . Carl was
really a5 good-looking a MSt poys.  HI'S golden silky
| ocks, his p| easant bl ue eyes, well suited his fair Con‘p| exi on,
but he Was gjtogether t00 small for his 9  H's sunless
tite Made himas white as a {yrpjp and, had Dr. sarrasin's

conpt e- gl obul es been applied to the bl ood of the young
G
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miner, it Woul d propaply have reveal ed that he possessed @
very insufficient gquantity.

I'n character he was rather silent and q,j e, With SOMe of
that prjge Whi Ch the fgq) g of constant gapger, the habit of
regul ar Work, and the satisfaction of difficulties gyercone,
gives tO all m ners.

Hi'S greatest happiness Was to sit near his nother at the
square table in their iittie kitchen, @8Nd arrange in @ box a
large NUNDEr of ¢ jgnify insects prought from the bowels
of the earth. The warm and equal atnosphere of the
m nes has its special fauna, little Known by naturalists, just
as the danp walls of the g have their flora of curious
nosses, mushroons, and Iichens.

The engi neer, Maul esniil he, WO was fond of ent onol ogy,
had remarked s, and had propjsed a small reward for
each NeW gpecjmen that Carl prought him This, which
had at first led the poy to explore a! the recesses of the
ni ne, had gradual | y taught hi mto be a collector. He now
sought for insects On his OWN account.

However, he did not linit his affections to gpigers and
wood-lice. He was onintimate terms with two bats and a
big rat. If he was to be pe|jeved, these three animals were
the NMDSt jpnrelfigent @and amiable creatures in the world
even NDre intellectual than the horses with long silky
manes and shining sides, of Which Carl g ways spoke in

ternms of War Madmiration.
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Blair-Athol was chief fayourite, the eldest inthe gape, a
phi | osophi cal ©' @ horse, who had been for six years fifteen
hundred feet bel ow the level of the gea, and had ai that
time never seen the |jgn Of gay. He was now peqar) y blind.

But howwell he knew nis way along the subterranean
labyrinth, WNEN to turn tothe jgy or When to the o as

he drew his (rycks, Wthout ever nissing @ step €

al ways stopped at the pjgnt time before the {ran |eaving

just F00Menough to gpen i Inwhat a ¢rjengiy way did
he neigh, norning @Nd evening, at the exact minute when

it Was time for his provender to be brought him How
good, how obedi ent, how gentl e, he was .

I declare, mother, N€ reaily gives ME @ kiss, by rubbing
his cheek against nine, When i gy ny head near pjm-
said carl.  And he is wonder f ul | y useful pesi des, m nd you,
for he is jys¢ like a clock without hi mwe should never
Know whet her it Was pjght o day, nor ni ng °" evening."

So chattered the poy and dane Bauer listened to him
W th geight. She, too, |Oved Blair-Athol as much as her
son gjg, and never failed to send hima | ypp of sygar. She
woul d have gjven anything to go and see the old servant
her husband had kpnown, and at the same tinevisit the di snal
pl ace Where poor Bauer's pody black as jng, carbonised
by the tire-danp had been found after the eyplosion. But
WONeN are not adnmitted into the pines, and she had to be

satisfied Wi th the vivid gegerij ptions given by her son.

G2
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Ah . she knewthat nine well that grea dark py to
whi ch her husband went gown, and never returned. How
many times she had waited near the yawning nouth,
ei ghteen feet in dianeter, |ooking al ong the walling of free
stone, gazing @ the oaken frame-work to which the corves
were drawn yp py cables and pyjjeys of steel visited the
out-works, the engine-shed, the scorer's nyt, and the rest .
How many times had she war med herself at the gl owi ng
brazier where the mners dry their garments ON emerging
fromthe ;, and the jppatient SMOKErs |jgn their pjpes
HOW faniliar she was with ail the noise and activity of the
pl ace '

The receivers Who unhooked the |oaded corves the
sorters, washers, engine-men, Stokers she had watched
themaii at work over and over ggqp,.

What she could not see, and yer could ajways picture
with the eyes Of affection, Was What happened when the
basket sank down, carrying its cluster of worknen, W th
formerly her husband, and NOWher gpjy child anpng them

She coul d hear their voices and | qughter, growi ng fainter
and fainter in the gepths, and ¢inally ceasing altogether.
In her thoughts she followed that frail basket as it was
| owvered down, dOWN the narrowchj nmey, fifteen, ei ghteen
hundred feer, fourteen times the hejght Of the great
tin it arrived at the pottom and the MeN hastened

pyrani d,
off to their work.
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She i magi ned themail gispersing to different pars of
the subterranean town, SONME to the ;4. SOME totheeft
pi ckers, @f med with styong pickaxes to attack the blocks
of coal  shorers, to bank yp praces Whence the coal had
been hol I owed  carpenters, 10 put up WOOd-WOrk apourers,
to repair the roads and |,y dOWN rails  pmsons, to cenent
t he roofs.

A vi de central gallery led fromthis shaft to another, @
ventilator about a mile distant. Al jgnt angles fromthis
spread secondary "08ds —and in paraijel 1ines, smaller ones
again. These roads Were separated by walls and pijjqars
of coal or rock. Al WaS egyiar, square, solid, black.

ANnd this |apyrinth Of roads was alive with hal f-naked

mners, working, talking, |aughing, by the jjgnt of their

saf ety-1 anps.
Al this dame Bauer could e, as she sat alone,

dreani ng, beside her fire.

Anong the NUMBrOUS gy eries, the oOne she oftenest
i magi ned to herself was where her poy Carl gpened and
shut his door.

WAEN oyening came, the day Workmen went ., to be

p,
repl aced by others but her boy did not gg with the rest
to take his p|ace in the basket. He went off to the stanie,
patted his beloved Blair-prhol, and gaye himhis sypper
of oats and fresh gy~ Then he ate his OWN littie cold

supper, Which had been sent to him played for a few
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mnutes with his pjg pet rat, caught and stroked the two
bats as hey fluttered about him and then was soon fast
asl eep ON his hegp of straw

Vel | didthe fond nother knowari ns, and nuch she
I oved to hear gyery incident of her poy s gajly life

"Mother, Wwhat do ygy think M. Maulesmul he, the
engi neer, said to IMB yesterday ° He said that if 1 gave
correct answers to SOME guestjons |N arithmetic which he
woul d pyt to MB one of these gays, he would take NME to
hol d the Iand-chain when he gyryeys the mine with his
conpass. |t SEEMB they are gojng 10 pierce @ N€W ggjery,
tojoin the VDEr gpare, and hewill find it yncommonly
difficult to prjpg it out inthe (jgnt pl ace‘"

"Real | y!" cried dame Bauer with delight; ~did M.
Maul esmul he sy that . " And ready She i magi ned her
Carl holding the chain zjong the ggjery, Wwhilst the
engi neer, NOte-book inhand, set dOWN ¢ gy es, and, his eyes
fixed on the coppass, ordered the direction of the
openi ng.

’ Unl ucki Iy, " continued carl, "I have nobody 0 expl ain
what 1 don't understand in [y arithmetic, and I'm much
afraid | shall not answer correctly ’

At this point, MaX, who was silently smoking by the
fireside, Wi Ch place, @s @ |odger in the house, he had the
privilege © occupying, joined in the conversation, and said

to the boy
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"1t you like to Show IME what yoy find gitiicut, perhaps
I can give you 2 hel pi ng hand.”

" You . said dame Bauer with SONE | ¢ equlity.

" Certai nly," replied MBX. " Do you think 1 learn
not hing @ the eyenjng class to whi ch 1 go regularly after

supper > The master is yery pleased With me, and gays he
will make Me a nonitor."

Thi s settied, MBX prought fromhis rooma clean paper
copy-book, @Nnd seating himself by the jaq, expl ained the
difficult gym Wth so much clearness that the astonished
Carl managed it easily.

Fromthat day dane Bauer showed nore consideration
for her | odger, and IVHX took a great Iiking to his little

conpani on.
In the {aciory, MBX showed hinsel f an gxenpl ary Wor k

man, and Was not |ong in peing pronoted o the second,
and then to the first class. Every mor ni ng he was at the
o) gate punctual |y at Seven o'clock. Every evening, after
hi's supper, N€ repaired t0 the class taught by the engineer,

Trubner.  Geonetry, algebra, drawing °f diagrams and
machi nes he attacked them a1 with equal ardour; and

his progress WaS SO rapid that his master was much
struck py it. TWO months fromhis gntry into the Schultz
manufactory, the young WOrkman was gjready noted
as one of the cleverest jntellects, NOt oply in the

section, but in all Stahlstadt. A report Of his engineer,



88

sent yp at the end of the quarter, bore this formal
nmenti on

" Schwartz (johann) twenty-six, working caster of the
first class. | Wishto pripg this MAN before the notice of
the Directors, @ quite above the average, in three respects,
theoretical know edge, practical skill, and remarkabl e
geni us for invention."

But sonething MOre than this Was (equireq to draw
the attention of the chiefs to MaX. It Was not |gpg in

coming though unfortunately it Was under the nmDst
tragi cal ci rcunst ances.

One Sunday nor ni ng, Max, nuch astonished at hegari ng
ten o'clock strike W thout his young friend Carl payi ng
appeared, Went down to ask dame Bauer ir she KNnew apy
reason for this gelay. € found her yery uneasy Carl
ought to have been at home two hours and nore.  ggej ng
her anxiety, MBX offered to go and | ook after phim and set
off inthe direction of the Al brecht shaft.

He nmet several niners on the yay and j,quireq from
themir ey had seen the hoy = then, ON eceiving @ nega
tive reply, exchanging the "Giickauf!™ (gyccess 1o youl
safe return , which is the usual salutation of German
pi t men, MBX continued his wal k.

About eleven ¢ ¢lock, he reached the head of the
Al brecht shaft. 1t Was not nsisy, and anjpated, as on a

week day: there Was onjy ON€ young "nilliner,” as the
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m ners jokingly call the sorters of the coal chatting
with the watchman, Whose duty kept him €ven on this
day, at the i ¢ mout h.

" Have you seen iiuie Carl Bauer, NUMber 4 ggp coMe
up this morning -~ asked MBX of this ¢y onary.

The man consulted his ;5. and shook his head.

“is there any other outlet to the m ne .

" No, this is the gnjy One the NEW shaft to the north is
not yet finished."

" Then, isthe poy bel ow?

“He nust e though it's @an 0dd {hing too, for oON
Sundays only the five wat chimen shoul d be jeft.:

" Can 1 go down to find out

" Not wi t hout per mi ssion. "

" There nay have been an accident,” put in the milliner.

* Not possi bl e ON Sunday. "

"All the same, " said Max, "1 must find out what has
becone of that poy,

“You nust gpeak to the overseer of ppchinery, in his
office, it N€ is still there."

The oyerseer, dressed in his Sunday best, With a shirt
collar as stiff as if it had been nade out of ;, was
fortunately still at his accounts. He was an intelligent
and humane ppn, and at once entered into Max's

anxi ety.
' \M will go i medi at el y and see what he is doi ng. "
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ANd 4 gering the MAN on gyty to be ready to pay away
the cabie, N® prepared to descend into the mine with the
young Wor kman.

" Have you not the Galibert apparatus- asked Max.
Tt may be useful."

"You are gy, One can never be sure what has
occurred at the bottomof the i

Sayi ng this, the overseer took froma cyppoard two zinc
reservoirs, Simlar to the urns which the street cocoa-sellers
in Paris carry ON their backs. These were boxes of com
pressed air, placed in communication with the ;5 py
means of two india-rubber types, the horn ppythpiece
bei ng hel d between the teeth. They are filled with the aid
of pecul i ar bel | ows, constructed to enpty t hensel ves COM
pletely. 1€ nose pejpg held in wooden incers, @ MAN
may, thus supplied With a store of 5 penetrate into the
most unbreat habl e i ppsphere.

These preparations conpleted, the overseer and Max
took their pjaces in the pasket, the cable ppyed, and the
descent pegan.

TWO small electric | anps shed SOME gegree Of |jgnt
around, and the IMEN conversed together as they Were
l'owered into the gepths of the earth.

"For a MAN not in the business you are a cool hand, "

remarked the overseer. "l've seen pegple WO couldn't

sSumMmN yp courage enough t° go down; ©OF if they
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did, they crouched like rabbits at the bottomof the basket
all the tinme."

" Really/r answered Nax, it S€eMs poiping to NE.
t hough it's true | have been down a coal mine two or three
times before.”

They were soon I anded at the foot of the shaft. The
wat chman WNOM {hey found there had seen notping of
young Carl .

They first visited the stable the horses were there gy gne,
and appeared quite tired of their OWN coppany. At |east
such was the conclusion to be drawn from the pejgh with
whi ch Blair-Athol greeted the approach of the three human
tigures. ON @nail hung Garl's knapsack, and in a corner,
beside a cyrry-conb, lay his arithmetic book.

MBX remarked g ectjy that his lantern Was not (pere, @
fresh proof that the poy mMust be stiri in the nine.

" He ay have been hurt py a |angsiip, said the over
seer, DU it is scarcely probable. VWAt can he have been
doing " the gajjeries ON @ Sunday .

" Ch. perhaps Ne went to hunt for SONME insects before
goi ng up," said the wat chman. Ctis quite & passion With
him*"

The st apl e-boy, WNO arrived in the midst of this discus
sion, confirmed this gunnosition. HE had seen Carl start
at seven o' clock With his lantern.

A regul ar S€arch Was jmmediately commenced. The
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other wat chmen were ¢4 eq, and each gpe, With his |antern,
told off in a different gjrection, pointed out to himon a
large plan Of the pine, that gyery tunnel and gal lery

nmi ght be {horoughl y exani ned.
I'n two hours the whol e mi ne had been gone t hrough, and

the seven MBN et 45in at the foot of the shaft. There
had not been the least gppearance of @ andsiip found any
where, nor the least trace of cCarl. The oyerseer, perhaps
influenced phy @n jncreasing appetite, i Nclined to the gpjnjon

that the poy had passed Out unperceived, and would by
this time be at his home. But Max, convinced of the

contrary, insisted on renewed exertions.

“What s that > he asked, pointing to @ dotted rggion ON
the plan, resenbling in the midst of the g4jacent mnute
ness those terrae jncognitos MArked on the confines of the
arctic continents.

" That is the zone proyisional ly deserted, because of the
t hi nni ng °f the phed, " replied the overseer.

"I's there a deserted zone? VM8 nust 1ook there!®
exclaimed Max, with a decision to which the other men
submi tted.

They vere not |ong " reaching the entrance to some

galleries Wwhich, 10 judge by the siiny and ppul dy valis,
ni ght have been deserted for MANYy years.

They had proceeded for SOME time without coning upon

anyt hi ng suspi ci ous, when Max st opped, and said
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" Do you Not feel yypefied, @Nd attacked with headache -
"Wy, yes, indeed we do " answered his conpani ons.

"So do ;. resumed MAX " for a MOMENt 1 feit gyite
giddy. TNere is certainly carbonic acid gas about . WII
you allow M to |jgn @ mat ch »» he asked of the overseer.

! By all peans, n‘y lad, Strike gway."

MAX took his rittie boXx fromhis pocket, Struck a match,
and gy ooping, held it towards the ground, upon Which it

instantly went out.

"1 was sure of ;. he remarked.  The gas, being nore
heavy than the . lies close to the ground. YOU must
not spay here | Mean those Who have not the Galibert
apparatus. 'f you like, sir, WE can continue the search
al one. "

Thi's pejng agreed to, MBX and the overseer each took
between his teeth the pputhpiece Of his air box, placed

the pjippers ON his nostrils, and po| dly penetrated into a
succession of ol d gaerjes.

In aquarter of an hour tpey Came out to renewthe air
intheir reservoirs —this done, they Started agajn.

ON the third trial their efforts were crowned with success.
The faint bluish |jgn of an electric | gnp WasS seen far off
in the darkness. They hast ened to it

At the foot of the danp wai1, mtionless and g ready
cold, lay poor little Carl. Hs blue jj,s and sunken gyes

told what had pappened.
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He had eyigent 1y Wi shed to i ck up somet hing from the
ground, had stooped, and been i ¢4, drowned in the
carbonic acid gag.

Every effort to recall himto iife was invain. He nust
have been 4| eady dead four or five hours. By the next
eveni ng there Was another little graye in the cepptery Of
Stahl stadt, and poor dame Bauer was ber eaved of her child

as wel | as of her husband.
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CHAPTER w1 1.
THE CENTRAL BLOCK.

A REPORT from Dr. Echt er nach, surgeon- i n-chi ef to the

section of the Al brecht stated that the death of Carl

pit,
Bauer, number 43 gop, thirteen years of age, trapper in
gal lery 228, Was caused py asphyxia, resulting fromthe
absorption by the respiratory organs ©f @ [arge proportion
of carbonic acid.

Another no less luninous (epory from the engi neer
Maul esmul he, expl ai ned the necessity Of including in the
ventilating scheme zone B in the plan xiv., @ & |arge
anount of deleterious gas filtered g|owy fromits gajjeries.
Lastly, @ note fromthe sane functionary brought before
the notice of the authorities the devot edness of the overseer
Rayer, and of the first-class wor kman, Johann Schwartz.

Ten hours ater, ON reaching the porter's Iodge, Max, as
he took his presence-counter, found this prjpteq Order on

the n,, addressed to him
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Schwartz will present himself at the Director-General's

office at ten o'clock {g.day. Central pjock, Gate and
Road A."
"At rast i~ t hought Max. "This is the first step t he

rest will CONe .

Wile chatting With his conrades on his Synday
wal ks round stanistadt, he had acquired sufficient know
ledge Of the general organisation ©Of the ¢ty to know
that authority to enter the central block was not to
be had eyery day. Al sorts of stories were current about

this pl ace. It was said that SONM® indiscreet peopl e, who

had tried to get into the gyarded enclosure py stratagem

had never been seen ,,in  That before their agnission,
a1 Wor kmen enpl oyed there had to go {hrough @ series of
MBSONi C cerenbnies Were gp|jged totake the nost sol emn
oaths not to reveal gpythjng that went 0N thpere, and
Were percilessly sentenced to death by @& secret tribunal
if they violated their oath. A subterranean railway put
this sanctuary in comunication with the out-works.
Ni ght trains prought unknown visitors. Supr ene councils
were held there, and sometimes pysterious personages
Canme to partjcipate i " the deliberations.

Wthout putting unnecessary faith in these accounts,
MBX Knew that they Were reaiiy the popular expression Of
a wel | -known fact the extrene y¢¢jcy ¢y Which attended

admi ssion into the central division. OF al the wor kmen
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whom he knew and he had friends in the iron mnes as
vel | as inthe coal s among the refiners as well as the

MeN enpl oyed in the blast furnaces, anong the carpenters
as well as the smiths not one had ever entered the

gate.

It Was therefore with a feejng Of intense cyrjosity as
well as secret p|easure that Ne presented himself there at
the hour naned. 1t was soon plain that the precautions
wer e of the strictest.

Evi dent | y MaXx was expect ed. Two men, dressed in a
grey uniform SWOrds at their g;des, and revolvers in their
belts, Wer'€ ygjting in the porterts |odge.

This |oqge, like that of a cloistered convent, had two
gates, an outer and an inner one, Which were never open at
the sane tine.

The pass examined and gigned, MBX saw though
without panifesting any surprise, @ White handkerchief
brought out, Wth which the two attendants in uniform
careful |y bandaged his eyes.

Then taking NimM py the arms, they marched him off
Wi thout gayjng @ word.

After yal king tWwo or three thousand seps t hey MOUNt ed
a staircase, @ door wWas gpened and sput, and MBX was
al l owed to take off his bandage.

He found himself in a|arge plain room furnished with

SONM® chairs, @ black poard, and a |ong desk, supplied Wth

H
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every inplenent necessary for linear grawing. It Was
lighted by hi gh wi ndows, filled With ground gl ass.

Al nost | medi ately, WO personages, Who | ooked as if
they bel onged 10 @ yniversity, entered the room

" You are br ought before our notice as payij ng somewhat
di sti ngui shed yourself,» said one of them W are about
to exam ne you to find out if there is reason to admt yoy
into the model division. Are you prepared to answer our
questions "
Max nodest | y declared hinself ;eaqdy to be pyt to the

proof .

The two examiners then gyccessively put questions tO
him in chemistry, geometry, and ajgepra. Th€ young
wor kKman satisfied themin gyery case py the clearness and
preci sion Of his ansuers. The figures Which he traced in
chalk on the board wWere pneat, decided, and glegant. H'S

equations I N the MOSt perfect way, N equal lines, !ike the
ranks of a crack pegjnent. One of these dempnstrations
was so remarkable, and so New to the judges, that they
expressed their astonishment, and asked where he had
been aught .

"Al schaffhaiisen, My native town, in the el enentary
school . "

YOU appear @ good dr aught sman ?"

It WaS 1y strong point."
" The education given in Switzerland is decjdedly very
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uncommon, " remarked one examiner to the other. "W\

will give you tWwo hours to execute inis,» he resumed,

handi ng to the candidate a drawi ng °f 2 very conpl i cat ed-
| ooki ng st eam engi ne. If YyOou acquit yourself vel | you
shall be admtted with the pention, Perfectly satisfactory

and very superior.'
Left aione, MBX set gageriy to work.

When nis judges re-entered at the expiration of the gjiven

time, they Were so deljghted With his gjagram that they
added to the pronised mention, "W\ have not anot her

draught sman °of equal talent.”

Qur young Wor kman was then agajn seized py the grey
attendants, and with the Same cerenpnial, that is to gay
the pandaged eyes, WaS led to the office of the Director-
Ceneral .

" YOU are offered admi ssion to one of the studios in the
model givision,* Said this personage.  AT€ you ready to
subnit to the rules and ;qgyi ations "

"1 do not Know what {pey are- said MAX " but |

presume they are acceptable. "

' They are these . s, you are conpelled, @ |ong as
your engagenent lasts, L0 reside in the Same division. YOU
cannot gg out but by speci al and exceptional order. Second,
you are supjected 'O nilitary discipline; @and you OwWe
absol ute obedi ence, UNAer nj|itary penalties, 10 your supe
riors. 10 wei gh against this, you are also like the non-

1 2
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conmi ssi oned officers of an active grpy, for you may, by @
regul ar advance, be raised to the pjghest grades. Third,
you bind yoursel f by an oath never to reveal to gpny one what
you see in the division to which yoy have access.  Fourth,,
your correspondence 's opened by your chiefs, a! you Send
as well as all you receive  and it nust be linited to your
famly."

“in short, ' @Min yriq0n » thought MaX.

Then he replied quietly

"These rules S€emM perfectiy just, and 1 @M yeady to
subnit to them"

" Good. Raise your hand. Take the oath. YOU are
nom nated draughtsman to the fourth studio. Alodgi ng
will be assigned 10 you, @nd for your neal's, you will find
a first-rate canteen here. YOU have not your property
with yoy 2

"No, sir. AS 1 Was jgnorant Of What 1 was wanted 1o,
I left eyverythingin [my room "

“They wi!l be prought 10 you, for you MUSt not again go
out of the division."

"1 odid wel|," thought Max, "towrite )y notes in cjpper:
They woul d o) y have had to | ook at t hem:-

Before the close of the gay MaX was established in a
pretty little room in the fourth grory Of @ pyj|ding over
| ooking @ Wi de courtyard, and had some ideas about his
NeW iife.
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He did not fancy that it woul d be as dismal as at tirst
sight 't appeared. H'S conrades, With Whom he nade
acquai ntance at the restaurant, Were in general quiet and
gentle, like all industrious pegple, TO enliven thensel ves
a little for there was rather a want of gaiety in their
mechani cal life {hey formed a band anongst thensel ves,
and performed selections of yery tolerable nusic every
eveni ng. A library, & reading-room Were valuable
resources for the nind, from a scientific pojnt Of yjew
during the rare hours of reisure. Special courses held
by professors Were obligatory to al the MBN gnp)gyed,
who had besides to yndergo frequent €xaninations and
conpetitions. BUt fresh air and |iperty Were jacking in
these narrow confines.

It Was @ requl ar college, only Wi th extra strictness exer
cised on grown MeNn.  The gurrounding atmosphere could
not but \ejgh ON their quiits subjected a5 they Were to
aniron di sci pline.

The winter passed away in these gnp| oyments, to which
Max gave himself yp heart and soul.  H'S 555 cation, the
perfection Of his drawings, Nhis extraordinary progress in
every subject N€ Was taygnt, noticed py all his tutors and
exani ners, had made for pjm even in this short tjpe, and
anpngst @l these gijjgent men, @ corresponding celebrity.
By general consent he was the nost clever dr aught snan,

the MDSU jngenjous, the MDSt fruitful in resources. Was
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there a gitficulty > they applied to him Even the chiefs
thensel ves resorted to his experience, Wth the yegpect
which nerit extorts even fromthe nost nmarked j¢q ousy.

But ;, on reaching the heart of the model gyisjon, the
young BN cal culated that he woul d be apy nearer gettjng
at the innermost secrets, he Was yery MUCh out in his
reckoni ng.

His life at present WAS enclosed within an iron  4jng
three hundred yards in dianmeter, surrounding the segment
of the central block to which he was attached. Intellec
tually, Ni's activity could and should extend to the pjghest
branches of petallurgic industry. N practice, it Was
linmited to drawing steam engines. He constructed them
of al dinmensions and of all powers, for every Kind of
industry and use, for war-ships @nd for printing-presses
but he never left this gpeciality. TH€ division of Iabour
pushed to its utnost linit held hi mas in a vice.

After four nonths passed in section A Max knew no
nore of the entire | gn of the works in the Steel ¢ty than
he did on gntering. At the most he had pgre|y collected
alittle general 1 Nformation about the grganjsation Of the
machinery of Wwhich he formed ,otyithstanding his
merits but a yery Small poriion. HE knew that the
centre of the gpiger's web, figurative ©f Stahlstadt, Was the
Bull Tower, akind of cyclopean structure, overlooking &'

the nei ghbouri ng buil di ngs.
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He had learnt, too, through the | egendary stories of the
canteen, that the gug||jng Oof Herr Schultz hinsel f was at
the base of this touer, and that the renowned secret room
occupi ed the centre. It was added that this vaulted hay,
prot ect ed agai nst any danger Of fire, and pj ated inside, a5 &
nmoni tor is pl ated outside, Was closed py a gystem of steel
doors Wi th gprjng-gun locks, worthy Of the MOSt ggpicious

bank. The general opinion Was that Professor Schultz

Was wor ki ng at the conpl eti on of a terrible engi ne of war

of unprecedented power, @nd destined to assure universal
domini on to Ger nany.

IMBX had revol ved inhis brain pgny MDSt audaci ous pj ans
of escal ade and g squj se, Put had been coppel | ed to acknow
| edge to himself that pothjng of the sort WAS ,racticable.
Those lines of sonmbre and nassive yg|s, flooded with

light during the njgnt, and guarded by trusty sentinels,

woul d 5l ways oppose @N insuperable Obstacle to eyery
attenpt. But even ir he did overcome it to SOME extent

Awhat would he see» petails, al ways details, never the
whol e .
What rmatter . He had sworn not to g4 and he

woul d not yjg g If it took ten he woul d wai t that

years,
time. But the hour was ¢qni ng when that secret woul d
be his own. 1t nust . The pappy city Frankville was
prospering, its beneficent institutions fayouring €ach and

a1, and giving @ New horizon of hgpe to a disheartened
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MaxX had no doubt that in the face of such a
peopl e.
triunph to the Latin race Schultz would be more than
ever deternined to MBKe ggog his threats.  Stahlstadt and
its factories Were a proof Of that.

Thus pany weeks passed away.

One gay in March, MBX had j ;s for the hundredth tine
repeated his secret vow, when one of the grey attendants
informed himthat the Director-General wished to gpeak
to him

"1 have received from Herr Schultz," said this hjgh
functionary, an order to send hi mour best graught sman.
You are the man.  MBKe your arrangenents tO pass into
the inner circle.  YOU are to the rank of

pr onot ed
I'ieutenant."”

Thus, at the yery MOMENt when he was al nost gespai r
ing Of success, his heroic toil at last procured Ni M the
much desired entrance

MaX was so filled with delight that his jgy exhibited
itself ON his countenance.

"1 @m pappy to have such good News to announce to
you, " continued the Director “and 1 cannot refrain from
urging you to continue in the path you have pegun to
tread so gai|antly. Abrilliant future is before yoy  Go,
sir.”

SO NMax, after his |ong probation, caught the first
glinpse of the end which he had sworn to reach,
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TO stuff ail his clothes into his portmanteau, followthe
grey nen, pass through the last enclosure, Of which the
entrance in the A road m ght have been stit1 forbidden to
him Was the work of a few ninutes.

He nowstood at the foot of the inaccessible Bull Tower
until this MOMENt he had but seen its |4y head reared
anong the clouds.

The scene which |, before hi mwas indeed an unex
pected °ne. | magine @ MAN syddenly transported from a
noi sy, cormmonpl ace European wor kshop into the mdst of
a yirgin forest in the torrid zone. Such was the gyrprise
whi ch avai ted MBX in the centre of Stahlstadt.

AS a i gin forest gains in beauty frOMthe gescriptions
of great witers, SO Was Professor Schultz's park nore
beautiful than the nmost | 4, y f pleasure gardens. Sl ender
pal ms, tufted pananas, curious cacti fornmed the shrubberi es,
oreepers WOUNd gracefyi 1y Found eycal yptus trees, hung in
green festoons, Of fell in rich clusters. The nost tender
plants blooned in abundance. pjneapples and guavas
ripened beside oranges.  Hunming-birds and birds of
paradi se di spl ayed their brilliant p| ymage in the open air
for the {enperature WaS as tropjcal @ the yegetation.

IMBX | nstinctively | 00ked around and above for g 55 and
hot-air pipes to account for this niracle  seejng not hi ng but
the blue sky he st opped bewil dered.

Then it flashed ypon hi Mthat not far from the gpor Was
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a coal Ninein perpanent conbustion, and he guessed that
Herr Schultz had jpgenjousiy utilised this valuable sub
terranean heat, by neans of netallic pi pes, 1O mai ntain a
constant hot-house at ppsphere.

But this explanation did not preyent the young Al saci an's
eyes fFOMpej ng dazzled and charned with the green I awns,
while his nostrils inhaled with gg|jght the delicious scents
whi ch filled the air. TO a MaAN Who had passeq six nont hs
Wi thout geejng even a blade of g aqq it WAS tyyly refreshing.
A gravel led path 'ed him by @ gentie slope, to the foot
of a handsome g gy, of marble g, cOMENded py a
maj estic Colonnade. Behind rose the pyge and massive
square building, Whichwas as it were the peqestal Of the
Bul | Tower.

Beneath the peristyie BX could see seven or g
servants in red iy, a@nd a gorgeous porter i N COCked pat,
and pear i ng @ hal berd. ANd he not i ced bet ween the col ums
rich bronze candelabra. ~AS he ascended the gieps @
slight Tunbl e petrayed that the ynderground railroad |ay
beneath his feet.

MaX gave his name, and wWas j medi ately adnitted into
@ hall, @ regular MUSEUMoOf scyiprure. Not hayi ng time to
exani ne gnyt hi ng, Ne Was conducted first by gugh @ sal oon,
adorned with black and g4 4 then {prough ONe with red
and gol d ornanents, and he was finally left alone for five

mnutes in a yel|ow aNd go| g saloon. At the end of that






The Ki ng of Steel in his pal ace.
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time a footman returned and showed himinto a gpjendid

green @nd go| d study.

Herr schultz in person, snoking @ 1ong clay pipe, Witha
tankard of beer at his gige, had the gfece, in the nidst of
all this | yxury, Of @ spot Of MU 0N a patent-| eat her boot.

Wthout jging W thout even ¢yrpjng his head, the King
of Steel pprely said, in acoldtone

Are you the draught sman »

"Yes, . sir."

I have seen your diagrams. They are vejy good. But

do you only understand gt eam engi nes °
"1 have never been exanined in anyt hing e se.”

" [X) you knOW anyt hi ng of the science of projectiles "

"1 have studied it in Ny spare tine, and for nmy own
pl easure.”

This reply interested Herr schultz.

He gei gned to turn and look at his gnp oye.

VeIl will yoy undertake to gesjgn @ Cannon with Ne .
W shall see what you can make of it Ah you
will be gcarcely able to take the pl ace Of that idiot of a
Sohne, WO o killed this pprni ng Whilst handling SOMe
dynanite: The fool 4 ght have bl own us arl up - ’

It Must be acknow edged that this peyorting Want of
feeling WAS only What pj ght have been gypected fromthe
nmout h of Herr schultz.
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CHAPTER w11,
THE DRAGON S DEN.

THE reader who has followed the progress ©f our young
Alsacian's fortune will probably NOt be NMUCh gyrprised to
find hjm at the end of a few weeks, firmy established
in Herr schultz's favour. The two had becorme in
separable. They \vorked together, they ate and wal ked
together, @nd together they Sa snoking OVer their
f oani ng gl asses Of beer. The ex-professor of Jena had
never before NMet wth a coadjutor SO entirely after
his OWN heart, one WNO cayght his meaning Wth half a
word, and Who could so [apidiy utilise his theoretical
i deas.

MBX not perely possessed transcendent nerit in ail
branches of the pof ession, N WAS besi des the MSt charni ng
conpani on, the MSt gijjigent worker, the MOSt npdestly

fertile i nventor.

Herr Schul tz was delightedv‘“h him Tentimasaday
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he said to pjnself, "What a treasure, what a pear| this
fellowis !

The truth was that MBX hag, at the first g ance, seer*
through the character of his formidable patron, and per
ceiving that blind and insatiable yanjty WaS its | gadi ng
feature, N€ yegul ated his conduct hy humpuring the egotism
whi ch he despi sed.

In a fewgays the young MaN had acquired such skil
in the fingering necessary for this NUMAN yeypoard, that
he could play upon Schultz as gasjjy as ON€ p|ays ON a
pi ano.

Hi s tactics perel y consisted in gypjpiting his OWN nerits
to advantage, PUt ajways in such a way as to leave an
openi ng for his master to ShOW syperiority over him  For
instance, When he finished a drawing he woul d leave it
perfect, With the gyception of SOME gjjgnt fault, 85 easy O
see as to correct, and this the ey professor imediately

and exul tantly pounced upon.
Had he some theoretical jgea, he caused it so to open out

in the course of conversation that Herr Schultz pj ght fancy
that he hinmself had ojginated it. SOmetimes he even
Went fyrther, bol dly saying

"\ have traced that plan of avessel with the det ached
ram whi ch you asked for."

"1 returned Herr gehytz, Who had never dreamt of

such a (p; ng.
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"Wy, yes ' you don't IMBAN to say you have forgotten?
A det ached ram Whichwill leave a gpjng e-shaped t or pedo
in the enemy's side, t0 burst after an interval of three
mnutes

"1 had not the least recollection of .. That cones of
having @ head like nmine. it is so ful of inventive geni us
that 1| forger Iy OWN ideas.” ANd Herr schultz con
scientiously pocket ed the credit of the N€W nvention.

Per haps, after 5, hewas gpnjy half duped by this artifice.
In his innernost heart he pygpaply felt that Max was

stronger than he. But py one of those nysterious wor ki ngs
whi ch gg on in the hUMBN p 4y, he was contented with the

appearance ©f superiority @ |ong as he could delude his
subor di nat e.

" But the fellowmust be an ass after 4, in spite Of his
cleverness!” he woul d sometimes gay to hingelf, Wth a
silent | gugh Whi ch showed a1 the (pj¢y.two dominoes in
his j aw.

H's yanity, if ever wounded, Was soon consol ed by the
reflection that he alone in all the world could cgarpy out
these inventions and ideas. They woul d have been of no
val ue but for his goj g, After ail MBX was onjy part of the
mechani smwhi ch pe  schultz, had set going, &., &C.

Yet, although i" high favour, Max was never taken into
t he prof essor' s confi dence, and after five nont hs' sojourn in

the Bull Tower, he Knew iittie more than at first of its
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nysteries. H'S suspicions had become g iainies, and
that was a1. He was NnoOw convinced that Stahl stadt
contained a gecret, and that Herr Schultz had some aim

far peyond that of gain  The nature of his occypations
rendered the gypposition that he had invented sone

perfectly NeW engine of warfare extrenely probabl e.

But the enj gma had stiii to be sol ved. MBX at 1ast came
to the conclusion that it Woul d be jypossible to obtain the
know edge N€ sought Wi thout coning to SOME s and
this he resol ved to prgyoke.

It wWas after dinner onthe gyenj ng of the sth of Sept ember
exactly @ year since he had found the pody of his tittie
friend Carl in the Al brecht ;.

Qutsi de, the |gng severe Anericanwinter gready Covered
the country With its white mantle but in the park of
Stahlstadt the tenperature WaS as Warm as during June,
and the snow, nelting before it touched the groung, fell in
rain instead of flakes.

" Those gausages in SOUrkraut Were geficious, Were they
not ?" remarked Herr gchyitz, Whose love of his favourite
di sh was unaffected by the Begum s nillions.

"Delicious. returned Max, WHO had heroical | y part aken
of this MESS gyery eveni ng, till at last he hated the yery
sight of it

H S feelings ON this gypject decided hi mat once to carry

his meditated project into execution.
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"I wonder," resumed Herr gchyitz, With a g, "how

peopl e who have nei ther sausages, NOr sourkraut, NOr beer,
can endure existence."

Life nust be one |gong nisery tO them" replied MBX.
"1t woul d eaiyy be @ charity to unite al mankind with the

Vaterl and. "
"Vl  well! that will cone, that will COME " exclai med
the Kj ng of Steel. " Here we are al ready installed in the

heart of America. jyst !et us take an island or two in the
nei ghbour hood ©f Japan, @nd yoy will see inwhat a few
strides We shall get round the g gpe !”

The footman NOW proyght in the pipes . Herr schultz
titled and |jgnreq his. MBX had pyrposely deternined to
meke use of this MMENt of gupreme biiss, SO began, after
a fewninutes' silence

"1 must gay that I don't guipe believe in this conquest

What conquest ?* asked Herr schyitz, WNO had ¢ or ot t en
what was the ¢ gpjc of conversation.

" The conquest of the world py the Germans."

The ex-professor t hought he had not heard co ectyy.
" You do not believe in the conquest Of the world py the

Ger mans ?"
Oh, indeed, that is something strange: | @Mecurious to

know the reasons for ygyr doubt."

Si npl y because the French arti|jerynen will end py
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doi ng better, @nd will far gyrpass you. The gyiss, ny
fel | ow countrymen, WNO KNOw them yei; are ¢jrpy con

vinced that a forewarned Frenchman isworth two Ger mans.
The I esson of 1870 will be repeated against those WO gaye
. NO one doubts this in my tittie country, «ir, @and ir
nay venture to say so, it is the opi ni on of the cleverest
Men in gngl and. "

MaxX had uttered these words in a cool, gry, and decisive
tone, which, if it Were possjple, doubled the effect of the
poi nt - bl ank bl aspheny.

Herr Schultz glared wildly his ast oni shment al nost
choked him  Then the bl ood rushed to his face with such
violence that the young MAN feared, for a nonent, he had
gone too far. However, seeing t hat rage had not stifled
his victim and that he would not die of the shock this
time, he resuned

"Yes, it is annoying tO think of. but its the fact.
Al t hough our rivals MaKe no noise about ,, yet they are
wor ki ng. Do you think t ey have learnt notpjng since the
war - Whilst we are stupidly trying to increase the ygj ght
of our cannon, you My be certain that they @€ preparing
sonet hi ng new, and that We shall see what it is on the very
first opportunity '

"Sonething new, sonething New " stammered Herr
Schul t z. "W are doi ng that {qq, sir 1"

"Ah, yes, inayay. VM are pgking in steel what our
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predecessors made in bronze, that's all. W doubl e t he
proportions and the yange Of OUr i gceg @

"Doubl e!" exclaimed Herr gepytz, in a tone which
signified, 1 Ndeed. We do better than double

"IN short,» resumed ppx, "We are nere plagiarists. See
here, the truth is We |ack any genius for jnventing. e
di scover potping, and the French g4, and you may be
sure."”

Herr sSchultz had pecone, outwardl y at jeast, rather
calmer, though s trenmbling 1ips, @Nd the pajeness which
had succeeded the apopjectic crinmson, betrayed the agitated
state of his mind.

Must he endure such a piycp of huniliation. TO be the
far-famed schultz, the absolute master of the greatest
manuf act ory and cannon fqoyndry in the whole yorjg, to
have kjngs @nd parlianments at his feer, @and then to be told
by @n insignificant SWSS draughtsman that he lacked
invention, that he was below a French gynper  ANd a
this when he had close to him On the other side of a p 4t ed

wal |, somet hi ng Whi ch would a thousand tines confound

the j npudent rascal, shut him up conpletely, and sweep
away @'l his idiotic arguments > No, it was not to be
endured .

Herr Schultz rose so gpryptly that he broke his pi pe.
Then, casting & Max a glance full of jony he hissed out

frombet ween his set teeth
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" Follow e, s« ! @mabout to show ygy whether
Herr schultz, have any | ack of invention -
Max had ; but had won thanks to the
pl ayed high,

surprise Nis bold and ynexpected |anguage Nad produced,
and the passi on Ne had aroused.

Vanity being stronger than prudence Wth the ex-
pr of essor, Schultz was Nnow eager 'O |ay open his secret.
He ied the way Withahurried giep into his gpyqgy, closed
the door carefully, @8Nd wal king straight up to the book
case, touched a pane;. | mmedi at el y @ opening, conceal ed
by the rows of hooks, appeared in the vail. This was the
entrance to a Narr oW passage, |eading by @ stone staircase
to the ygry foot of the Bull Tower.

There, an oaken door was opened by Means of a iittie
key, Whi ch never left the possession Of the master of the
pl ace. A second door appeared, fastened with a pagock,
simlar to those used for gtrong boxes.

Herr Schultz threwgpen the heavy i 70N barrier, protected

within py @ conplicated apparatus °f expl osive machi nery,
whi ch Vax, actuated py professional curiosity, Would have

much liked to examne but his gyjde 'eft himno time to
do so.

The two men then found t hensel ves before a third goor,
wi t hout any apparent |ockor po¢, whi ch yiel ded 10 @ siight

push, given, however, in a particular way.
This third barrier pagsed, Herr Schultz and his conpani on

12
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clinbed an iron staircase of two hundred g ops and arrived
at the summ t of the Bull Tower, overlooking &' the gty of
St ahl st adt .

In the centre of asort of casemate, pi er ced Wi th numer ous
enbrasures, Stood a steel cannon.

" There .~ excl aimed the professor, WNO had not uttered
a wor d since { hey left the gjnjng-room

It Was the NDSt €NOrNDUS pjece Of ordnance MAX had
ever beheld. Abreach-1oader of at Ieast three hundred tons.
Its mout h nmeasured pear|y five feet indiameter. Munted
on a steel carrjage, @Nd rypnjng ON rails of the same petal,
it i ght have been manoeuvr ed by @ child, SO easy Were all
its MOVENents mde, by @ system ©f cogged wheels. A
spring, fixed at the back of the carrjiage, Nad the effect of
annul 1ing tNe recoir, OF at least producing @ perfectly equal
reactiont, SO that after each shot the gun returned to its
first position.

And what n"ay be the perforating power of this pi ece ?

asked Max, WO coul d not restrain his adniration.

At twenty thousand yargs W can pierce @ forty-inch
plate @ easily as if it Were aslice of bread and butter 1~
"And its range?"
"lIts range?" cried sSchultz, enthusiastically. " Ah!
you Said just NOW that our initative genjys had done
nothing More than double the [gpge of former guns -

Well, With this feljow, ' Would undertake to send, With
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tolerable precision, & projectile tO the distance of thirty
mles!”

’ Thirtyrriles"l cried Max. Thirty mles, VWhat new
powder €an yoy use ?'

"Ch. 1 ocan e you everything, now," replied Herr
Schultz, in @ peculjar tone. " There is no i nconveni ence in

revealing IMy secrets to you  Large grained powder has
served its tine. Qun-cotton is what | use its expansi ve

power is four times that of ordinary powder, @nd i increase
it fivefold py nixing With it gjght-tenths Of its wejght of
nitrate of potash,

“But," oObserved Max,

best steel, Could stand that |ong  After four or five shots

'NO i ece, t hough made of the

your cannon will be i npai r ed, and soon becomne useless. "
"If it were opy to fire one shot that one would be
sufficient!™”
"1t woul d be an expensi ve one.”

"1t woul d cost @ gi|jjon, for that is the net cost of the

gun.
" One shot worth anillion i+

"What ratter, sothat it gestroyed @ thousand millions -

"Athousand nillions 1" cried Max.

’ However, he restrained the pjnpgl ed horror and adnmira
tion with which this fearful ggent Of destruction jpgpired

him and added

It is assuredly @ wonderful and gastonishing piece Of
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artillery, but, notwithstanding its merits, it bears out ny

theory, there are jpprovenents certainly, PUt it is all
initation, NO invention."

NO invention 1~ responded Herr schultz, shrugging his
shoul ders. | repeat that I have NOWno secrets fromyg,
Cone with ne. "

"The Ki ng of Steel and his con’pani on then i1eft the
casermat e and descended to a |ower oy, by means of an
hydraulic 'if.  Here jay a arge NUNDEr of |ong opjects,
cylindrical N shape, WNiCh pignt, from a gistance, have
been taken for di smount ed cannon.

"There are our shelis,» said Herr Schultz.

This time MAX was opj ged 10 acknow edge that they
resembled pothing he had ever seen before. They Were
€NOr mMous {ypes, Six feet in |gngth and three in djaneter,
sheathed in lead in such a ygy as to fit into the ¢ jpg of
the gun, closed behind py a steel pae and the point
finished off py a steel (i, sypplied Wth @ percussion
butt on.

Not hi ng in their appearance indicated the speci al
nature of these shells; though MaX feit that in them

was contained SOME terrible element of gestryction,

surpassing al! that Jiad ever before been nmade or

t hought of-
“Can you not guess?" asked Herr schuitz, seeing that

his conpani on remai ned silent.
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I | ndeed, no, sir: V\hy shoul d you want a shell so | ong

and so heavy M appearance at |east 2"
" The appearance 's deceitful,” answered Herr Schultz

"and there is no great difference in their yejght to that of
an ordinary shell of the sane calibre.  COME . | nuSt tell

you ever yt hi ng. A fusee shell of glass, encased in gk,

charged W th |jquig carbonic acid by seventy at nospheres

of interior pressure. The rtai provokes the explosion Of
the case and the return of the |jquig t° @ gaseous

state. AN -enornous vol ume of carbonic acid gas rushes
into the 5, and a cold of a hundred gegrees bel ow zero
seizes ypon the surrounding atnosphere. Every living
thing Wthin aradius of ¢hirty yards fromthe centre of the
expl osion is at once frozen and suffocated. | say thirty
yards as the lowest cajculation, but the action would ;eq |y
extend MUCH (arther, say to @ hundred or a coupje of
hundred y4; gs.

" Anot her capital thing about it ¢ that the carbonic acid

gas, remaining @ very | ong tine near the groynd, by reason
of its weight, being greater than that of . will preserve
the danger ous properties of the zone for many hours after
the first eyp| osion, SO that any creature whi ch may att enpt

to enter or pass through . MUST jnfartibly perish. The

effect of that shot will be both instantaneous and l asti ng.

Besides, W N [y pian, there will be no wounded, only
dead!"
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Herr Schultz gjsplayed Manifest pleasure N exhibiting
the nmerits of hisinvention. H's good humour had et urned,
he was flushed with ,jge, and his teeth g eaned.

" You are to i magi ne, " he resumed, " a sufficient number
of My pieces Of ordnance directed agajnst @ pesi eged
town.  Sypposing ©ON€ sufficient for the destruction of a
pl ace Of tWo acres and a half in extent, then, for a town of
two thousand five hundred 4cres, WE nust have a hundred

batteries, €aCh consisti ng of ten suitable guns. Now, let us

suppose ! OUr guns in position, the weather calm and

favourable, the general signal given by @n electric vire.
In a minute there would not be a gipge living being
remaining in an extent of two thousand five hundred
acres . The town woul d be subnmerged " @ regular Ocean
of carbonic acid gas  The idea occurred to MB last yeqr
ON reading the medical ;gpor¢ of the accidental death of a

littie miner in the Al brecht 1 had the first jngpiration

pit.
at Naples, WNe€N 1 visited the Dpg Gotto.' But that last
fact was needed to put the ¢inishi ng stroke to ny t hought .

You conpr ehendthe principl e, do you not - An artificial

* The Gotto del Cano, in the pejghbourhood of Napl es, borrows
its Name from the curious property its atnosphere possesses Of
suffocating @ dog, ° any STl four-1egged aninal, W thout dojng any
harmto a MAN standing upright this is owing to ajayer of about
two feet of carbonic acid gas, Which is kept by its specific weight

close to the ground.
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ocean of pyre carbonic acid. Now, the proportion of a
fitth of this gag Would be sufficient to render the air
unbr eat habl e. "

MaX did not utter a word. He was regul arly Struck
dumb.  Herr Schultz felt his {rjunph SO keenly, that he
did not wish to take zqvant age of it

" There is gnjy One detail which troubles pg, * said he.

" And what can that be ?* asked Max.

" That 1 have not succeeded in gyppressing the sound of
the explosion. It Makes my gun too much 1ike a common
cannon.  jyst think of what i+ woul d be it 1 could manage
to have a silent shot. Sudden death cOmes i sejessly upon
a hundred thousand NBN at gpce, ON SonMe cal mand serene
ni ght!"

The enchanti ng prospect thus called ., threw Herr
Schultz into a brown gyygy. Fromthis reverie, Which was
but a geep imersion in a bath of gef-1ove, he was
aroused py MBX opser vi ng

" Very good, sir. very good = but athousand gyns of this
description MeaAN time and pppey.

" Money » We are oyerfiowing With it . Time. Tinme
is ours

And indeed this Gerpan, the last of his school, believed
what he said.

"Vell," replied Max, "your shell loaded with carbonic

acid is Not perfectly NEW after 5 for it is derived from
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those gyffocating projectiles Which have been known for

many years  but that it ppy be epjnently destructive, !
do not geny. Only

Only >
It is |jght for its sige, and it it is ever projected thirty
mles

"1t is only Made to go six+ answered Herr schultz,
smiling. But," he added, pointing to another guey — here
is one of steel. This fellowis ¢, and contains a hundred
little guns, symmetrically arranged, fitted One into the

other, like the parts Of @ telescope. Havi ng been fired

as they will become cannon to vomit forth

projectiles,
in their turn tittie shells |oaded With jphcendjary mtter.
1t will be a whole pariery hurled through space, t©
carry flame and death into a town py coyering it Wth
a shower of jnextinguishable fire. This has the reqyisite
wei ght 10 go the gpirry niles of which 1 gpoke. In a
short time a tria of it will be made in such a way
that unbelievers ppy go if they !ike and handle the
hundred thousand corpses Which it will have stretched on
the ground

Here the dominoes g|eaned SO intolerably in Herr
schultz's mouth, that MBX feit a giyong desire to smash
in a dozen or so of them but contained himself. He had
not yet heard ai.

Herr Schultz resuned
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Y1 have said that a decisive gxperiment is shortly to be

made. "

"How. Wiere 2" cried Max.

"How. Wth one of these sheirs, Which thrown py my
gun fromthe 5 aiform will cross the Cascade nount ai ns.
Wiere . There exists a , separated froOmus py at nost

thirty miles, upon WhOSe inhabitants it will COME like

@ thunder-clap, for €Ven if they expected i, they could
not ward it o, or escape t he startling effects. This is
NOW the 5ipn of geptenber.  well, On the 3 at a
quarter Dbefore yidnjight, Frankville will gjsappear fromoff
American soil . The pyrpjng of Sodomuviil be rivalled.
Professor schultz, in his tyrn, Wll let loose the fires of
Heaven -

Al this unexpect ed declaration MBX feit the bl ood curdle

in his veins. Fortunately Herr Schultz did not per cei ve
his agitation.
" NOW y oy see,» he continued in an gasy tone, W act
just contrary to the founders of Frankville. W& search for
the secret of gprjdging the lives of pen, whilst {pey seek to
lengthen them  However, everything has an gpject in
nature, and Dr. sarrasin, by foundi ng that isolated ¢y has,
Wi thout syspecting i, placed @ MOSt ppgnificent field of
experinments Wthin nmy reach. "

MBX coul d scarcel y believe his ears.

But," said pe, and the jyol untary tremor in his voice
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attracted for a MONMENL the attention of the j ng of steel,
" the inhabitants of Frankville have done nothing t© you,
sir.  YOU have pot, so far as | know, any Feason for pjcking
a quarrel With them'’

) W dear fellow " replied Herr schultz, in your brain,
t hough Y&l organi sed 1" Other respects, there is a fund of
Celtic ideas, Which would do yoy mMuch iy vere you to
live | ong enough = Right G00d Evil are pyrely relative,
and gjte conventional words.  Nothing is positive but the
grand ! aws of nature. Thelawof coppetition has the sane
claimas that of g ayitation. !t is folly 1O resist, While to
subnmit and follow in the Way it points out, is only Wise
and yeasonable, and therefore 1 Mean to destroy Doctor
Sarrasin's gy, Thanks to My cannon, NV ity t housand
Ger mans will gas1y MaKe an end of the hundred thousand
dreaners over tpere, WNO NOW constitute a gy oyp CONdenmed
10 perjsh. "

Seeing that an attenpt t0 argue With Herr sSchultz
woul d be ysel ess, MaxX did not try to soften him

The two then ieft the shell chamber, closed the secret
doors, and returned to the gjpjng-room

In the coolest, NMDSt natural way, t he prof essor again
lifted his tankard to his |;, touched a ,e called for a
pipe in the prace of the one he had proken, and then
addr essi ng the footman

"Are Arminius and gjgjner there?” he asked.
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" Yes, sir."

“Tell themto remain within call."

When the servant had reft the room the Kjpg of Steel
turned to MAX and | ooked hi mfui in the face.

The 1atter's gyes did not g s before that |ook of al nost
metal |i ¢ hardness.

"You nean really,” Said he, "tO put your project, into
execution ?"

"Really. | KNOW the situation and the latitude and
| ongi tude Of Frankville to the tenth of a second, and on the

13th of Septenber, at @ quarter Pefore pidnjght, it will
cease to be."

Per haps you ought to have yept this pjan an absolute

secret.”

’ w dear fellow " answered Herr Schul t z, " deci dedl y
your M nd never would becone ,gicq. This makes me
regret the less that you must die young. "

At these words IMBX started

Tis i possible you 40 not ynderstand," added Herr

Schultz, coldly, that I never gpegk of My pl ans but before
those WO cannot | gpeqt theme

The el rang. Arminius and ggimer, tWO gians,
appear ed at the door.

" You wished to know My secret,” said Herr Schultz
"you do KNOWi: nNothjng remains for you NOW but to

diel"
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MBX did not ,epy.

"YOU are too intelligent," resumed Herr Schul t z, "to
suppose that 1 can let yoy jive, NOW that yoy KNOW arl
about my pjans. That would be an act of ynpardonabl e
carel essness that woul d be ;| gicai.  ThE greatness of ny
ai mforbids M to conpr oni se its success for the considera
tion of a relative value so fjng as the rire of a IMAN
even of such a MBN as oy My dear feiiow, whose good
cerebral grganisation ! TSt particularly esteem Now 1
truly regret that atittie NDVEMENT of self-love shoul d have
carried M8 gugy and pjaced MB under the pecessity Of
suppressing you. BUt yoy must understand that in the
face of the interests to which 1 have devoted pygeif, there
can be No guestion of sentiment. | may as well tell yoy
now, that it Was for hayij ng penetrated Ny secret that your
predecessor MBL his death, and not py an expjosion Of
dynanmite  TN€ rule is e, it MUSt be inflexible. 1 can

alter not hing."
MBX |ooked at Herr schultz. He understood by the

.-sound Of his yoice, by the ynrelenting obstinacy of that
bal d head that he was iost. He did not ge himself the

trouble of yitering a word of protest.

"\When, and by what death shall 1 die?" he merel y
asked.

"Don't be yneasy @bOUt that," replied HEr’ schultz,

conposedl| y. You il die but suffering Wil be spar ed
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you. You witl not wake yp SOME pyrpjng. That
isall"

At a gjgn fromthe kjng of sieer, MBX found himsel f | ed
away, and shut into his yoom the door of which was
guarded by the tWO 4 ancs.

But when he found hinmself 4 one he thought With a
shudder of agony and rage Of the doctor, his relations,
conpatriots, al those whombhe | oved.

"The death which awaits NMe s not hi ng, " he said to
hi nsel f. " But hOW am i to avert t he danger whi ch
threatens t hemos"
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CHAPTER 1 x.

THE situation was indeed serious. What could poor
MBX 4o, he whose hours were g, eady numbered, and
whose last pight nmight have COMe with the setting
sun.

He did not gjeep for @n instant, not from the dread of
never awaking, as Herr Schultz had 4 but because his
heart was too full of thoughts of Frankville and of the
i mpendi ng cat astrophe. .

~\What shall 1 attenpt > € thought to hinself. "To
destroy that gun - Bl ow yp the tower it stands on - How
could | manage 't * Escape  Escape > When pmy roomis
guar ded by @ couple °f giants * And then suppose ' could

get away from Stahlistadt before the 3th of septenber,
how could 1 pejp them:- TO be gyre if not our bel oved

city, ! night a | east save the inhabitants. I might fiyto

them shouting Escape  escape Without gejay . YOU are
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in danger ©Of perishing by fire and steel | Fly al of you

for your lives 1"
Then Max' s thoughts passed into another channel .

"That vittain Schultz!™ he thought. "EVeN agnitting
that he has exaggerated the destructive effects of his gpeiy,
and that he cannot gy fire the whole town, it is yvery
certain that with a gjpng e shot he can burn a considerable

It's @ frightfu NMAChine he has jpyented, and not

part

Wi t hst andi ng the distance between the tWO tguns, it will
easily S€nd the g oieciije OVer it . The gpeed too, MUSt be
twenty i m™S superior to any hitherto obtained. gopet hing
like ten thousand yargs, Or nine miles a second. it's
actual |y @ third of the gpeeq Of the earth inits orbit . Is
it possible 7 ©Ch, if only that horrible gyn would blow yp
at the first shot . But there is N0 hope Of that, for the
metal of which it is nade will stand anyt hi ng. How

exactly the wetch knows the positjon ©of Frankville.
W thout gojng out of his gen, he can poipe his cannon with
mat hemati cal precision, and, @ N€ saig, the shell will un
doubtedly fall in the ygry heart of the iy HOw can
the ynhappy inhabitants be warned 2"

MaX had not closed an eyelid When gay dawned. He
then rose fromthe peg, 0on which he had tossed in feverish
restl essness. ) Cone," he said to p; msel f, "itwill be for
another nign. AS this executioner Means to gpare NE

suffering, N€ NO doubt will wait till geep getting the better

K
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of My anxiety, has overpowered Me. And then. What
sort of death can he have in store for B . Does he think
of ki11ing Me With some decoction of prygsic acid whilst |
sleep? WII he introduce some of that carbonic acid gaq
which he has at his command, into ny room-. WII he
not rather use itin a |jquid form SuUch as he has in his g ag5
shells, When its sudden return to a gaseous State produces
a hundred gegrees of frost - ANnd the next day, instead of
‘me/ instead of this gipgng, well-constituted pogy, SO full
of |ite, there will be ot hi ng but a dried, frozen, shrivelled
MUNMY =~ Ch, the savage VelI, well, if it MUSt be g
ety heart be frozen and ny life Wither away in that
unbear abl e at psphere, if only MY friends, DOCtOr sarrasin,

his fanily, Jeannette My little Jeannette MRy be saved.
But to effect that 1 MUST ogcqape. Vell, escape |

willr

As he uttered these words, Max, though he believed
hi nsel f | ocked into his room instinctively |aid his hand on
the handl e of the door.

TO his great surprise it opened, and he went down as
usual, and out into the gar den, where he was accust oned
to wal k.

" Ah," he t hought , 1 ama prisoner in the Central pock,
t hough not in fry room That's ggnet hi ng in ny favour 1"

However, NO sooner Wwas Max outside, than he saw ipa,

t hough apparently free, N€ in req ity could not make a step
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wi thout pejng escorted hy the tWo per sonages WO answer ed
to the historic, Of rat her pre-historic, names of Arm ni us
and g gj ner.

He had often wondered, When he met them about the
place, What could be the gyty of those two pyge NMEN in
grey cl oaks, with their bull npecks, herculean pyscles, dark
red faces, bristling W th thick moustaches and pyghy
whi skers.

He now knew what that guty was. They Were the
executioners of Herr Schultz's darkest geeds, WNO for the
present Wer'€ acting as his pody-guard -

These two gj ants never et Ni Mout of their gigne |ying
at the door of his room and gogging his steps When he
wal ked in the 4. The formidable grray of revolvers
and gaggers Which each carried in his belt rendered
hopel ess any attenpt t0 escape fromthem

Wth ai (ns they Were as dumb as risn.

Max tried, IN @ diplomatic way, ' get up & conversation
with them but gpjy received a ferocious giare in reply.
Even the offer of a gjass Of beer, Which nhe. had some
reason to gyppose irresistible, W&S NMBAE in vain.  After
observing themfor fifteen pours, he discovered that t hey

had one yeakness, only one a which ¢ hey took the

pi pe,
liberty of spoking close at his heels. This gipgle weakness
MBX deternmined to turn to account. How, he did not
know, he could not even jpggine, but he had vowed to

K2
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escape, and ot hi ng shoul d be negl ect ed that could in any
way assist him

Ti B Was pressing.  What was to be done -

At the least gjgn of rebellion or ¢4 MAX was sure of
receiving @ coupl e Of bullets inhis head. Even gypnosing
they nissed, N€ Was stitl in the centre of a (;jpe fortified
line, guarded by @ triple I OW of sentinels.

Accordi ng to his cystom the fornmer pupi | of the Central
School correctly put the situation in the form of a mathe
matical probl em

"Gven, a MAN guarded by tWO unscrupul ous rufiians,
individually stronger than ne and armed to the teeth.
The man nust tirst gscape the yigilance Of these warders.
This gone, he MuSt ge out of a fortified pace, all the
entrances to Which are gy Watched. "

MBX pondered this double guestion @ hundred tines,
but 4| ways Came to the conclusion " Vi ch is i npossi bl e. "
However, the grayity of his situation seened to sharpen
all his faculties of invention. Whether chance alone gaye
the fjnishing tOUch or not would be difficult to gy

It happened that the next gay as MBX was ygjking in
the park, hi's eyes fell ON @ shrub, the appearance ©f which
instantly attracted him

It Was & dull-Iooking her baceous plant, its leaves
alternately oval, pointed @nd double, Wth great red bell-

shaped rmonopet al ous f1o%ers hangi ng by auxiliary stalks.
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Max had merel y studied potany as a@n amateur, but it
i mredi ately occurred to him that this shrub had the
characteristics of one of the order Sol anaceae.

Quite at @ venture, N€ gathered 2 !eaf and slightly
chewed it as he pyrsyed his walk. He was not ni staken.
A feeling Of heaviness in his |inbs, acconmpanied by @
sensation of paysea, SOON convinced hi mthat he had close
at hand a natural |aporatory O bella-donna, that is to gay
the nDSt active of all narcotics.

He strolled on until he reached a small artificial |gke,
whi ch stretched guay to the southern end of the 5., and
suppl i ed @ cascade, which, by the pye WAS eyidently copied
fromthat in the Bois de ggy| ogne.

" \Wer e does the water of that cascade go to- ' t hought
Max.

It tirst flowed into the bed of a littie rjyer, which, after
describing various turns and pends, finally di sappeared 2t
the linits of the park.

There was gy dently @N outlet, and, 'O all appearance,
the river escaped Dy fil1ing ON€ of the subterranean channel s
whi ch wat ered the plain beyond Stahlstadt.

Inthis MBX sawa gate of It WaS certainly NOt

egress.
@ carriage way, but it Was an gpenj ng.

And suppose the channel is barredpy aniron gratjng: '
obj ect ed the voice of prydence.

Not hi ng Venture nothing have . Files weren't made to
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gnaw away corks, and there are capital files in the
| aboratory = SO answer ed another ironical ygjce, ON€ that

pronpt ed daring resolves.

In two minutes Max's deternination was nade, An
idea as it ray be called had darted into his pjnd, one
that perhaps coul d not after all be carried oy, but which
he woul d 4t tenpt, if death did not first overtake him

He sauntered back towards the shrub with red f|owers,
and gathered tWo or three leaves in such aygy that his
guar ds coul d not fail to see him

Then, returning t0 his room he quite openly dried these
| eaves before the ;;,, rubbed themin his hands to crush
them and nm xed themuwith his tobacco.

During the six following days, Max, to his extreme
surprise, WOK€ up quite Well every norning. Had Herr
schul t z, whomhe had not agai n seen and never met in his
wal ks had he gjyen up his plan of maki ng away Wi th him-
No, it WaS not |jyey, any MOre than he woul d g i nqui sh
that of destroying DOCtOr Sarrasin's gy,

Max made use of this permission {0 1ive, @8N0 every day
renewed his manoeuvre. He took care, Of course, never to
snoke the bella-donna hingself, and therefore kept two
packets Of tobacco, ON€ for his personal use, the other for
daily show.  H'S opject WaS sjpply to arouse the cyrjosity
of Arminius and giginer. Confirmed gsppkers, such as

these t WO yyffians, WEre sure soon to notice the shrub from
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which he took the jeaves, imtate the gperation, and ry
NOW ¢ hey !iked the mixture.

This supposition WBS correct, and the result proved
equal 'O hi's anticipations.

On the sixth gay, the eve of thefatal 13th of Septenber,
Max, as he glanced carelessiy Dehind him had the
satisfaction of seejng his guards collect alittle store of the
green | eaves.

AN hour |aer, he observed that they Were gryjng them
at the fire, rubbing theMin their great horny hands, and
mixi ng themwith their tobacco.  They S€emed g ready
licking their 1ips IN anticipation.

VS i« Max's intention perely to stupefy Arminius and

Siginmer > No, that was not sufficient. El udi ng their
vigilance Ne had stiii to pass OWN that stream even if
it should prove to be nmiles in jengh. But he had
arranged his plan, 't WaS tryue, there were ni ne chances

in ten that he would perjsh. but as he was g reagy CON
demed to gearh, that did not much matter.

Eveni ng came, With it the gypper hour, afterwards awal k.
The i nseparabl e trio took the way into the park.

W t hout hesitating, wi t hout | osi ng a i nut e, I\/BX pro
ceeded giraignt towards a pyijding, standi ng alone, and
whi chwas no other than the wor kshop Where a1 the nodel s
were made. He sat down on a bench gyuiside, filled his

pipe, @Nd pegan to smoke.
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Arminius and g gi per, WNO had their i pes all ready, sat
down on a pej ghbouring Sseat and soon wer e puffing avay.

The effects of the narcotic were not lonso in beconi ng
visible.

Before five minutes had pasceq, the tWo ¢ unsy giants
were yawni ng @Nd stretching !ike bears in a caqe  Their
eyes grewdim @ dull sound was in their ears their COM
pl exi ons changed fromred to yy pe their arns reii usel ess
at their gjges their heads ¢y opped ON their breasts.

The pipes sl ipped to the ground.

Then followed I oud gnoring, mingled Wth the twittering
of the pirds, WNO lived all the year round in the perpet ual
sumer of the Stahlstadt park,

NOWwas Max's tine. His i npati ence MAY be i magi ned,
when it is renenmbered that in the next nign at a quart er
before nidnight, Frankville, having been sentenced py Herr
Schultz, Woul d cease to exist.

He darted into the workshop. 't WaS @ |arge buil ding,
a perfect MUSEUMof nodels.  Hydraul i ¢ machi nes, | 0como
tives, SL€aM engines, portable engines, SUCtion pynps,
bori ng machi nes, ships, ship machinery, " fact, the master

pi eces woul d be too nunerous to nention. It was a

collection of nodels in wood of everyt hi ng made in the

Schultz panuf act ory Since its foundation, and you may be
sure that prany cannon, torpedoes, @nd shells were anongst

t hem
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The night Was dark, and favourable to the ygyng

Alsacian's daring project.  Besides acconplishing his
escape N€ hoped t© destroy the Stahlstadt Model Museum

How he | onged to annihilate that hyge Bull Tower, with
its destructive cannon and a1 it contained but it was
usel ess to think of that.

MBX'S +tirst, Care WasS to seize a little steel gay fit for
filing iron, Whi Ch Was hanging fromatool rack, and g, it
into his pocket. TNEN taking @ Match fromnis pox, he
struck ;. set fire to a heap Of drawi ngs @nd gignt fir-wood
nodel s, and rushed out.

The fire spreading anmong @' these inflammabl e materials
increased With great rapidity, @and flames gspeedj|y burst
forth from eyery part Of the puiiding. 1he alarmbell
rang, the electric wire carried the NEWS to every quarter of
Stahl stadt, peals sounded, and firemen and gngj nes hast ened
fromali directions.

At the same monMent Herr schuitz, WHOS€ presence
was well calculated to encourage the workers, made his
appear ance.

In a yery few pinutes, the boilers vere under pressure
and the powerful punps at work. But in gpite of the
del uges Of water which reir on the walls and g5, the fire
gained force, and it was soon evident that all pope Of
mastering it MUSt be giyen yp. It Was a grand and terrible

spect acl e.
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Crouched in a corner, MBX never lost ggn of Herr
Schultz, WNO cheered on his MBN as if agsauiting @ town.
There was NO pecessity fOr giving @ further pejpjng hand
tothe rire.  Th€ Miseum standing as it did, alonein the
park, Woul d soon be gntjrey consuned.

Herr schultz, seeing that the pj|gjng itselt could not
possi bl y D€ saved, suddenly Shouted out

"Ten thousand dollars to whoever will save ppdel,,
nunber 3175 fromthe g 555 case in the centre i

This was the very moul d of Schultz's fanous cannon,
and he val ued it above ali other (pjpgs in the Miseum

To reach i, however, @ person Would be conpel|ed to
make his way t hrough @ del uge ©f sparks @nd ta1ing wood,
and an unbreat habl e gt npspher e of dense black smoke. 1t
was ten to one that he would ggcape With his iire  Not
wi thst andi ng, therefore, the magnificence of Herr schultz's
offer, NO One answered to his gppeq)

At 1ast a MAN present ed hi msel f.

't was Max.

1 will g v said he.

" You 1+ exclai med Herr schultz.

"Yes, I!"

"It won't save yoy fromthe sentence of death pronounced
agai nst you, SO don't jpmgine it!"

"1 do not propose t0 avoid tpa, but to snatch your

preci ous nodel fromdestruction."”
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" GO then,~ ansvered Herr schuitz,  and | swear that if
you succeed, the ten thousand dollars shall be faithfully
made over to yoyr heirs.”

' I will depend on you for that, " returned Max.

Several of the Galibert gpparatus Were prought to him,
they Were gl ways at hand in case of ;. as {pey enabl ed
IMTEN to venture into the densest smoke. MAX had g r eady
made use. of one when he tried to save from death dame
Bauer's poy, poor 'ittle Carl.

One of these Was soon filled Wi th air and pjaced ON his
back. He pyt the pincers ON his nose, took the tube in
his nput h, and darted into the snoke.

"At last i said he.  This air will last for a quarter Of
an hour . Heaven grant that pay be tine enough !

As may be i ragi ned, Max had not the sli ght est
intention of endeavouring to save Schultz's cannon nodel .

H's tite gyery MOMENL in dire he made his gy across

peril,
the smoke-filled pa, anmidst a shower of pjazjng brands
and charred beams.  \prcjful |y NONe of themtouched him
and jys; as the roof fell inwith a fearful ¢rash, Max escaped
at the gpposite side of the pyijgjng.

To ¢y towards the stream run g ong its banks i he
reached the UNKNOWN gpenj ng @and p| unge in, WaS the Work
of only @ few seconds.

The  api g current swept NiM g/ong in @ depth of seven

or gjght feet. He had no need to gui de hinsel f, for the
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water bore him as g 4 gne as it he had held Ariadne's
clue.

He soon found that he had entered a narrow chapnel, @
sort of hipe quite filled by the overflow of the river.

"What can be the | gngth of this tunnel 2" pought MeX.
" Everyt hi ng depends On that . If 1 do not pass through
it in a quarter Of @n noyr, the air will fail and 1 am
lost!"

He mai nt ai ned his cool ness and presence of mnd. Ten
mnutes passed, When suddenly he was driven yp against
SONEe obstacle.

This was an iron grating ON hinges, barring t he way
down the tunnel.

" This is what 1 feared t hought Max g; mply.

Wthout |osing @ noment, he took the saw from his
pocket, and set to work on the bolt of the

stapl e.

Five mnutes |labour did not |oosen t he

it grating
remai ned opstinately ¢ osed. Al ready MBX breathed with
difficulty. There cane a buzzing in his ears, the blood
mounted in his head, he feit he would soon lose con
sci ousness.

He endeavoured, however, to MaKe the nost of the smal |
quantity Of ar remaining, by taking breath as seldom as
possible  Though half Sawn {p,oygh, the bolt woul d not
yield:

At that MDNMENt the Saw g)jpped fromhis hands.
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" Surely God himself cannot be against MB . Was his
t hought .

ANd g asping the grating With both hands, he shook it
with the despairing energy given by the instinct of self-
preservation.

The grating opened. The bolt had given way, and
the current carried onwards the garing Alsacian, nearly

suffocate@o*yet * f*y s*;l i n*s i*nhal ed the

last particles of air in the reservoir .

The next gay, When Herr schultz's NMEN ventured into
the ruins left py the (i, they searched invain anong a'!
the debris, @and still sppul dering cinders for gny trace of
human remins. 1t was evident that the brave wor kman
had peri shed.

H's daring act astonished none of his friends Who had
known hi min the different wor kshops.

The precious Mdel was not sayed, but the MAN who was
acquai nted Wi th the secrets of the Steel Kjng Was dead.

"Heaven is witness that 1| wished to gpare him an
suffering,» said Herr Schultz to pjpgelf, in his usual serene
fashion. At any rate, as | KNnow not his peirs, | @Msaved
ten thousand dollars 1~

Such was the only funeral oration pronounced by the
phi l osophi cal professor Over the sypposed grave ©of our

young Al saci an ,
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CHAPTER x.
AN ARTI CLE FROM " UNSERE CENTURI EZ A GERMAN
REVI EW

A MONTH before the period at which the events we have
just related occurred, @ review, in @ salnon-coloured
wr apper, entitled " QUr entury,” published the fol|ovi ng
article ON the gypject Of Frankville, an article whi ch was
particularly relished py the fastidious pegple Of the
Ger maN gnpire, perhaps, because it gpjy studied that ¢y
froma pyrely mterial pojpnp of view

"W have g ready given OUr readers an account of the
extraordinary phenomenon Which has been produced on
the western coast of the United states. The g ey
AErican republic, owing to the jarge proportion of em
grants included in its popul at i on, has for | ong accust onmed
the world to a succession of gyprises. but the |, and

certainly the MSt gingyiar, is that of a gy named Frank

vilte. Though the very idea of it did not exist five years
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ago, it is NOW ¢ qurishing, and in the p; ghest degree ©f
prosperity.

" Thi's marvellous ¢y has risen as if py enchantment on
the pa| my shores of the Pacific. We it not inquire
whether it is true (,5 WE are aggyred) that the first pl an
and idea of this enterprise is due to a Frenchman, Doctor
sarrasin. The thing is possible, as this doctor may boast
a distant g atjionship With our illustrious Kj ng of steel.
W nmy also say in passing, 't is rumoured that a
considerable jpneritance, Which should properly have
COMe to Herr schultz, has had sopething to do with
the founding of Frankville. —VWherever any good springs
up in the worid, W pmay be certain that it is from
German seed  this is a truth We are proud of stating
whenever an opportunity offers. But , however that may
be, We NOW wish to gjye Our readers SOME precise and
authentic details ON the gypject Of the spontaneous vegeta
tion of a nodel

"Itisuselessto | 0ok for its NAME on the ppp, Even the
great atlas inthree hunderd and geyenty-ej ght foliovol unmes,
by our eninent Tycntigmann, in Which gyery thicket and
clunp of treesin the old and newworld are pyt inwth
such exactitude, €ven this noble MNUMENt to geographi cal
science, designed for the use of gparpshooters, does not
bear the least trace of Frankville.

The p| ace Where the NEW g, NOW stands Was five years
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ago @ conplete desert. The exact gpot lies 43 N’ 3
north atitude, @Nd 124 41 17" West | gngi t ude.

"1t vill be seen that this is on the shores of the Pacific
Ccean, and at the foot of the secondary chain of the Rocky
Mount ai ns, called the Cascade npuntains, sixty Mles to
the north of Wiite cape, Oregon state, North Anerica.

" This oSt agvant ageous site has been carefuiiy sought
and chosen from gnpng a nunber of others.  The g
m nent reasons for its agoption are the tenpperate climte
of the northern henjsphere, Which has gjways been at the
head of terrestrial civilisation its position, in the middle
of a federative rgpublic, and in a still NEW g ate, Which has
alloned it to secure its j ndependence, and rjgnts simlar to
those possessed by the principality of MONaco in gyrope,
on the condition that after a certain nunber of years it
woul d enter the Union. Its situation On the ocean, Which

is beCOm ng nor e and nore the great h| ghv\ay of the

globe  the varied, fertile, and sal ubrious nature of the soil |

the proximity ©f @ chain of npuntains, sheltering it from

the north, south, and east Winpds, | eavi ng to the fresh
Pacific breeze the care of renovating the gt mospher e of
the city . the possession of a littie (jyer, WNOSE€ {,esh, suweet,
clear water, oxygenated by repeated fais, and py the
rapidity Of its course, arrives perfectly pure at the sea
lastly, @ natural pory, f or med by 2@ | ong curved promontory,

whi ch may easily P€ enlarged by moles.
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" Afewsecondary advant ages MAY P& mentioned, such as

the proxinity of fine marble and stone guarries, bearings
of kaolin, and even traces of auriferous ore. 1N fac, this
last detail was al nost the cause of the site pejng given up,
for the founders of the town feared that the go| g fever
might COME in the wgy of their plans.  Fortunately,
however, the puggets were found to be small and not
numer ous.

"The choice of @ (g itory, although determned ypon
after serious and close gyygy, tO0Ok but a few gays and
was not MAME the gypject Of @ special expedition. SCience
is NOW so far advanced that, W thout |eaying his study, @
MaN may gather exact and partjcular i Nformation about
the MDSt distant |qqjqns,

" Thi's point decided, tWO commissioners of the organi sa
tion committee took the first boat from |jyerpool, arrived
in eleven days at NEW york, in seven nore at San
Francisco, Where tpey chartered a sieamer, Which in ten
hours I anded themon the prgoposed site.

“To cone to terms with the |egisiature Of Oregon, to
obtain a grgnt Of twelve niles of I and on the shores of the
sea On the crest of the Cascade \puntains, t0 jndemify
with afewnillions of dollars the half-dozen pl anters who
had sone real or gsypposed rights ON the ground, al this
busi ness did not take nbre than a nont h.

"By January 1872, tNe territory WAS afready surveyed,
L
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nmeasur ed, | aid out , and an ar ny of twenty t housand
Chinese ¢opljes, Under the direction of five hundred over

seers and Eyr opean engi neers, Were hard at work. Pl acards
posted up @' over the State of california, an adverti senent
van permanent |y attached to the gpig train, Which starts
every norning from San Francisco to traverse the
Anerican continent, and a gaj|y article in the tyenty-three
newspapers Of that town, Were sufficient to ensure the

recruiting Of the labourers. It was not even found

necessary t0 resort to the eypedient ©Of publishing ON a

grand scale, by MBaNSs of gjgantic !etters scul ptured ON the
peaks Of the Rocky Mountains, that MENwere wanted. It

nmust be said that the influx of Chinese coolies intowestern
Armerica had jg; at this time caused MUCh pertyrbation in
the | abour market. Several States pad, in the interest of
their OWN popul ation, actually expel | ed these unfortunate
peopl e €n masse.  The pi| gjng of Frankville came j g in
time to save them from yorishing.  Their ygpges, fixed at
adollar a gay, Were not to be pajg themuntil the works
Were finished, and their rations were distributed by the
muni ci pal administration. Thus ai the disorder and shame

ful specul ati ons, whi ch so often attend any great displace

Ment of yopul ation, Wer € avoi ded. The wages Wer € deposi t ed
every week, inthe presence Of delegates, in the grear Bank
at San Francisco, and every coolie was warned that when

he drew it out, he was not to return. This precaution Was
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absol utely necessary 'O get rid of & ye||ow population,
which woul d otherwise have iy jpy |owered the tone

and standard of the new ;,, ~ The founders p,; ng,

besides, reserved the rignt Of granting O refusing per
mssion to live there, the gppijcation Of this neasure was

conparatively easy.

" The first great enterprise Was the establishnent of a
branch |iiway, connecting the territory Of the New town
with the trunk of the Pacific Rajilroad, and rynni ng to
Sacramento. These yorks, and those of the harpour, Were
pushed ON Wi th extraordinary activity. M Aprit, the first
train, direct from New York, brought to the Frankville
termnus the menbers of the comittee, who, until this
time, had remained in gyrope.

"IN this jnterval, the general planof the town, the details
of habitations and pypjc MONUNMENt s had been st gpped.

" This was not fromwant of materials from the yery
tirst, ATErican jpqustry had hastened to load the guays
of Frankville with eyery i maginable requisite O building.
It Was perelythe gificuty Of choice. The founders at Iast
decided that the freestone shoul d be reserved for national
edifices and general ornamenation, and that ai houses
shoul d be built of brick. Not, it MuSt be understood, Of
COMDN oughl y- noul ded, hal f-baked pricks, but jgn,
vel | -shaped ones, regular in size, weight, aNd density,
and pierced from end to end with a series of cyjjndrical

L2
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and parallel holes. These pcks, when pl aced toget her,
allowed the air to circulate frgely t hroughout the walls of
t he bui | di ng. Y This ar r angement had at the same tine
the valuable effect of deadening sounds, and gi vi ng

conpl et e i ndependence 10 €ach apart ment .
" The commi ttee did not wish toppose a mdel on the

bui | ders. They were averse to a weari sonme and ;i pi d
uni formity, and merely gave @ certain nunber of fixed
rules, to Which the architects were bound to adhere.

" 1st. Each house to stand alone in a plot of ground
planted W th trees, grass, and ¢ owers, and to be inhabited
by @ single fanily.

" 2nd. NO house to be nmore than t wo stories high- air
and | gny MUSt not be ppnopol i sed by some, to the detri
ment of others.

"ard.  Every house nust be set back tenyargs fromthe
road, and divided fromit py a preast-high raiting. 1N€
space between the pyi|ding and the 4i|jng NUSt be laid
out as & gar den.

"gth. The walls to be built of the patent tubular
bricks, sinmlar tothe model. Al ornamentation to be reft
to the taste of the architect.

¢ th. The roofs to bein terraces, slightly inclined from

the four sides, covered with pjtynmen, sSurrounded by @

' These pjans, as well as the geperal idea, are borrowed from Doctor
Benj ani n VI d R chardson, Member of the poyal society of London.
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bal ustrade hjgh enough to render accidents jppossible,

and prgper canal's made for the passi ng of f of rain-vater.
6th. Al the houses nust be built on a vaulted foun

dation, open ON e€ach sige, and thus forping under the

ground-floor & Subsoil of aeration, @s well as a hall. All

wat er - pi pes MUSt be exposed, running up the central g
in such a way that it may be 3] ways easy to ascertain their
state, @nd in case of i, to be able to obtain the pnecessary

water jpmediately. TN€ floor of this pay, about

rising
three inches above the level of the [gaq, MUSt be properly
gravel | ed. A door and a special Staircase will pjace it in
direct comuni cation with the kitchens and ¢ ces, SO that
all househol d transactions may go On Wi thout of f endi ng
either the eyes Of the nose.

"/th.  Thekitchens and offices . contrary to the usual
custom D€ placed in the ypper story, @and in conmmuni cation
with the terrace. A ire, hoved by mechanical force,
whi ch, like artificial I'i ght and water, Wl be supplied at
reduced prices L0 the inhabitants, wll easily convey all
| oads to this level.

"8th. The pjan of the roons is left to individual taste.
But two dangerous el ements of illness, regular nests of
m asma and laboratories of poison, are to be g gy €X
cluded carpets @Nd painted papers. TN€ fioors, beauti
fully intaid wth valuabl e woods py clever wor knen, woul d

be guite Wasted were t hey hi dden under a wool | en cloth of



150 THE BEGUM S FORTUNE.

doubtful cleanliness. The yai1s, lined with pol i shed

bricks, present the priiliancy @Nd yariety Of the inner gpar
ments of ponpeii, With ajuxury OF colour, Which pajnted
paper, charged Wth its thousand subtile ,gigons, could
never reach. They are Washed as wi ndows are washed,
and rubbed like ¢gjjjngs and fioors.  NOt even a gerrp of
anyt hi ng harnful can be harboured there.

" oth.  Each bedroomisdistinct fromthe gressing-room
It cannot be too much recommended that the former
apartment, Where a third of a man's life is pagsed, should
be the |, gest, the most ., and at the same time the

Most ginple. 't MUST gy be used for g gep. foUr chairs,

an iron pedstead, supplied With TWO frequently-beaten
mattresses, is the only necessary furniture. Eider-down
quitts @Nd heavy coverlets, powerful alies of epjdenics,

are excluded as a matter of course. Good wool | en cover

ings, light @and warm and casiiy washed, replace them
wel . Though curtains and graperies are Not apsolutely
forbidden, it is recommended that, if used, t hey shoul d be
made of washi ng materials.

"toth. Each room pgy be war med according to fancy
by Wood or coal . but to every chimey is @ correspondi ng
opening to the outer air. The spoke, instead of jsgying
through the roof, is led away by subterranean pipes to
special furnaces, established, Outside the toun, at the back

of the houses, at the rate of a furnace to every t wo
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hundr ed inhabitants.  There it is geprjved of the pariicies
of carbon which it pears, and is gj scharged in @ colourless
state into the 45, at @ height Of thirty-five yards. Such
are the ten rules jpposed ON the pyilding Of €ach par¢j
cul ar house.

" The general arrangenments are NO less carefyl |y studied.

" The pl an Of the TOWN is essentially sinple and | eqy ar,
the roads crossing @ right angles, @ equal distances, ©of a
uni formuidth, planted W th trees, and nunber ed.

" Some of the roads pej ng wider, are then called boule
vards or ayenues, and | eave on one side rails for t r amaay's
and netropolitan railways. Public gardens are numerous,
and ornanented with fine copjes Of the pasterpieces Of
scul pture, until the artists of Frankville shall have prq
dUCEd original pieces worthy t0 replace them

Every industry and trade is free.

Any One yj shing to have the yjgn of |jyingin Frank
ville MUSt giye good references, be fit to follow a useful
or liberal profession iM industry, science, Of the aris, and
Must engage t0 keep the laws of the town. AN idie rite
woul d not be tolerated there.

"There are jjready @ |arge NUMDEr of pypijc edifices.

The nmost jyportant are the cathedral, chapels, MU

seums, libraries, schools, @nd gymasiums, fitted yp With

the | uxury and pygienic ski'l worthy of @ great city.
"It is needless to say that fromthe gge of four yegrg all
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children are opjjged to follow physjcal and intellectual
exercises, calculated to geye| ope the brain and nuscles.
They are also accust omed to such strict ¢leanliness, that
they consider a gpot ON their gjpp|e clothes g,ite @
di sgrace.

" I'ndividual and collective cleanliness is the great |deaof
the founders of Frankville. TO ¢jean, clean ynceasi ngly,
so as to destroy the M asms constantly emanating from
a Jarge community, Such is the principa WOrk of the
central gover nment. For this purpose, @ ! the contents of
the drains are led out of the {own, condensed, and daily
transferred to the fields.

" \Vater flows ever ywher e i n abundance.

" The streets are paved W th bitum nated wood = and the
Stone footpaths @€ @ spot|ess @ @ courtyard in Holland.
The provision Mar kets are subject tO strict surveillance,
and gny merchants WhO dare to speculate ON the pupiic
heal th incur the severest pepaities. TNE NMAN WHO selis a
bad eqq, damaged meat, O @ pint of adulterated pjg, is
sinply treated as the pojsoner € realy s Thi's necessary
and delicate office is confided to experienced men, WhO
receive @ gpecial €ducation for it Their yrisdiction
extends to the yery jaundries, WhiCh are on a |1 ge scale,
provi ded With steam gpgjnes, artificial dryers, and, above
alr, W th disinfecting-roons. No body-1inen is sent back

to its owners without peing thoroughly bleached, and
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special care is taken never to M X the ygshing of two

fanilies. This sinple precaution s ©°f great value.
Hospitals are few in number, for the gystem of house
nursing is general, @nd they are reserved for honeless
strangers @Nd exceptional cases.  The idea of pmking the
hospital larger than gany other pyijding, and of pytting
seven or gjght hundred patjents under one [qof, so as to
make a centre of jpfection, WOUl d not enter the head of the
founders of this nodel ,, ~ Far fromns it is in theirs,
aswell as inthe pyplic interest, to isolate the sick as much
as possible. This is the plan pursued in the nhouses, the
hospital's being merely for the tenporary accommdation
of the MOSt [ egsing cases.

"Twenty O thirty patients at most, €aCh haying @
separate apartnent, are pyt into these jgnt barracks,
which are built of fjr.wood, @nd burnt yeqyiariy every year.
They have, besides, the advantage ©f being easily carried
from one part of the town to another as they are wanted,
and, being a! ON oOne nppdel, can be yytipiied to any
extent.

"Another jpngenjous institution is that of a body of
experienced nurses, specially trained for the p,rpose, and
al ways at the gjgsposal of the pupjc.  These wonen, being
careful | y chosen, are nost val uabl e and devoted aids to the

doctors. They bring into the bosom of fanilies that

practical know edge, SO necessary @nd yet so often absent
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in the time of ganger it is their missionto preyent the
spread Of the disease as well as to tend the sick.

" VA& shoul d never finishwere We to ¢ enpt to enumerate
all the nhygienic perfections inaugurated by the founders
of this newtown. ON his arrival each citizen is present ed

with a snall panphl et , in which the nost i npor t ant

principles of a e, regul ated according tO science, are set

forth in clear and gj npl e | anguage.
"He is there told that the per f ect equilibriumOf all the

functions is one of the necessities for heaith, that work and
rest are equal Iy i ndispensable, tNat fatigue is @ necessary
for the brain as for the nuscles that nine-tenths of the
illnesses are gwi ngto contagion transmtted py air and food.

He cannot surround his i and his with too
dwel Ii ng person

many sanitary precautions. To avoid the use of excitj ng
poi sons, !9 practise bodily exercises, L0 conscientiously
perform every day SOM® appointed duty, to drink pyre

vater, to eat fresh meat and yegetables sinply prepared,
t0 sleep regularly SEVEN or gjght hours a i gn such is the
A B C of health.

"Begi nning fromthe first principles Iaid down py the
founders, We have been led on to gpeak Of this gjngular
city @ al ready finished. It is indeed so the first houses
buiIt, the others rose as if by magic. A man shoul d have
visited the far west in order to realise the

previously
wonder ful  change. The site that was a desert in the
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nont h of january 1872, contained six thousand houses in
1873. |N 1874 it possessed M N€ thousand, and ail pypiic
edifices conpl ete.

’ Specul ation Nas certainiy Nad its part inthis unheard- of
success. The ground having C9St nothing, the houses
coul d be sold or et at ygry Moderate ,jces.  There pejng
NO taxes, the political independence of this isolated little

territory, its novelty, and the pjeasant climate, al con
tributed to induce epjgration. At the present time

Frankville contains pearjy @ hundred thousand inhabitants.

“But to us the MDSt jpieresting part Of it is that the
result of the sanjtary experiment is conclusive.

" Wil st the annual ortali ty in the nost favoured t owns
of Europe or the NEeWWorld has never been less than
three per cent, in Frankville for these five yggrg the
average has been one and a hait.  Even this ¢jgye WAS
increased phy a gjight fever epjdemic during the first
summer . That of the last year WaS gpiy one and a
quarter. AN a more jpportant circunstance g, is that,
W thbut afeweyceptions, all the deaths actually registered
were due to gpecific and hereditary affections.  Accidental
illnesses have been at once pnfinitely rarer, and less
danger ous, than in any ot her great centre. As to epi
demics, properly SO called, nothing Nas been seen or heard

of them

It will Denierestingto followthe deyel opment ©of this
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attenpt, and certainly curious to discover if the influence
of this scientific regi me mAY NOt in the course of a gepera
tion, OF MDI€ |jkely siin, after several generations, Weaken
heredltary and mor bi d predi sposi ti ons.

It is assuredly Not too NMUCh to pope/ as one of the
founders has witten, and it so what may not be the
grandeur ©of theresult . Eyverybody living fO ninety or @
hundred years, and then gpjy dying of ol d age, as do the
greater Number of animals and p ;o5

"There is something enchanting in such a dream.
Nevert hel ess, if We nay be all owed to express OUr sincere
opinion, We have but an indifferent belief in the actual
success of this experinent . W& see in it an original and
pr obabl y fatal jgy Which is its being i " the hands of a
conmittee in which the Latin element , oy, and from
which the German element has been gygiematically
excluded. That isabad gypptom Since theworld began
nothing durable has been made but py Gerpany, and
wi thout her not hing perfect €an be effected.  The founders
of Frankville pay clear the groynd, and elucidate some
special points . not, however, ON this gpot in Aperica, but
on the borders of gy j, shall We one day see the true

nodel ; ty arise.”
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CHAPTER XL
AT DI NNER W TH DOCTOR SARRASI N.

ON the 13th of september, although it wWanted but a
fewhours to the time fixed on py Professor Schultz for
the destruction of Frankville, neither the gover nor nor
a single person anpng the inhabitants dreanmed of the
danger Whi ch threatened them

Seven o' clock in the gyenpi ng arrived.

Hal f buried in thick masses of ol eander and taparinds,
t he beauti ful city lay at the foot of the Cascade npunt ai ns,
its marble quays gently caressed py the waves of the
Pacitic.  The cgrefyjy Watered roads, freshened py the
breeze, presented & cheerful and ani mated gpectacie. The
trees whi ch shaded themrustied g1y,  The velvet | awns
were fresh and green  Brilliant beds of flowers exhal ed
their sweetness around the cal mand gpj|jng White houses.
The air was War mand gy, and the gky as blue as the

sea, Which giittereq at the end of the | ong avenues.
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A stranger arriving in the townwoul d have been at once
struck with the healthful |ook of the inhabitants and the
activity in the streets. The acadeni es of pai nting, nusic,
and scyipture, @Nd the jprary, all inthe SaM® g a1, had
just been closed.  Excellent pypjc courses were gjyen

there to small gections, SO that each pupi| night get the

full advantage Of the lesson. Armng the crowds jggyi ng
from these paces, @Nd naturally causing SOM® stoppage,
not an exclamation of jppatience, NOr a@N angry Iook, Was
heard or seen. The general aspect Was one of cal rmess
and satisfaction.

Not in the centre of the {gwn, but on the shores of the
pacific, Nhad Doctor Sarrasin built his house. i1t had been
anpng the first pyt yp, @nd he had CON® j yedij atel y and

established himself there with his wife and gaughter

Jeannette.

Octavius, the ext enpore nillionaire, had chosen to
remain in Paris but he had no | gnger MBX for a mentor.

The two friends had alnmost lost gjgn of each other
since the time When hey lived together in Ki ng °f sicily
Street.

When the doctor enjgrated With his wife and gaugnt er
to the coast of regon, ®tto Was his OWn master. He soon

negl ected coll ege, where his father had wi shed him to

continue his studies, aNd Was in consequence plucked in
the final examination, When his friend MAX cane out rirst.



AT DI NNER W TH DOCTOR SARRASI N. 159

Till then, poor Qtto, WNO Was jncapabl e ©f nanagi ng for
hi nsel f, had had I\/BX for a gui de. \Men the young
Al'sacian e, his conpanion directly began to see life in
paris. He passed the greater part Of his time on the box
of a four-in-hand coach, driving perpetually Detween the
avenue pprjgny, Where he had oons, and the various
race-courses of the suburbs.

Qto sarrasin, who, three MONtAS pefore, could scarcely
manage to stick on a horse hired py the hour, had syddenly
becon® geeply versed in the pysteries Of hippology. H'S
erudition was borrowed from an gngiish groomWho had
entered his service, @and WNO ruled him gy gy in con
sequence Of the syperiority Of his special know edge.

Interviews With tailors, saddlers, @nd boot makers, occu
pied the nprnings. H'S evenings Were spent at the
theatres and in the roons of a fjaming NE€W crub, just
opened at the corner of Trouchet sireet, and chosen py
Qtto because the pegpl e Ne MBL there pajg to his money 2
hormage Whi ch his personal merits had not hitherto received.

The conpany seemed to him pjgniy distingui shed. A
noticeabl e { hj ng about it was that the handsomely framed
tist, hanging in the yajting-room bore few but fqreign
names.  Titles ahounded, SO that you night &l nMost fancy

yoursel f in the antechanmber of an heraldic ;o jege. BUt

ON penetrating farther one pj ght i magi ne oneself ina|jyi ng
ethnol ogi cal exhibition. Al the pjg noses and bilious
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conpl exi ons ©f the tWo phenjspheres Seemed to have net

t oget her there.

Qto Sarrasin yejgned paramount anmong these worthies.
His words were guoted, his cravats copjed, s opinions

accepted as articles of faith. ANnd intoxicated with this
incense of ¢ tery, N€ never found out that he yeqy  ar|y ! ost

money at play and the races.  pgrhaps certain nmenber s of

the club, in their Oriental capacity, thought that they had
SONE [ights ON the Begum s heritage. Al any rate, they
vere able to gradual |y draw it into their pockets by a sl ow
t hough continued process.

In this NEW iife the ties which bound Gtto to MaX
Bruckmann were soon loosened. At |, the two chuns
only exchanged 'etters at |ong intervals. \What could
there be in COMTDN bet ween the eager hard-working man,
solely occupied W th pringing his intellect to the pjghest
point Oof culture and strength, @nd the idie youth, puffed
up With his riches, his thoughts only filled with club and
stabl e gossip.

W& know how MBIX 1eft pgris, first to keep awatch on
Herr schuitz, Who had j,s; founded gtanistadt, the rival
to Frankville, and then gq¢ ual Iy to enter the service of the
Ki ng of Steel.

For two years Qito led his useless and g ggipated !ife
Then a weariness of these hollowand worthless peasures

seized phjm and one fine gay after payjng Wasted some
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mllions of francs, he rej oi ned his father, t hus escapi ng

frommoral and physical ruin. At the present time he
Was |jying in the doctor's house in Frankville.

H's sister jeannette Was NOWa |oyely girl OF nineteen,
to whose French g ace her four yearst stay in the new
country had added aii the good ATErican guaities. Her
nother said sometimes that before haying her so com
pletely tO nerself, she had never feit the charm of

perfect intinacy.

As to Madane gy rqasin, since the return of her pr odi gal
son, the child of her pgopes, she was as conpl et el y happy
as gny one can be here pelow, for she associated herself
With ail the good her husband could and did dowith his
i mrense fortune.

O the gyening of which We have gpoken, Doctor
Sarrasin had invited to dinner two of his MDSt intimte
friends. Colonel Hendon, an old hero of the VI of
Secession, WNO had reft an armat pjispurg, @and an ear at
Sevenoaks, but WhO could hold his OWN with gpy one at a
gane of chess —and Monsieur |entz, General Director of
Instruction inthe New .y,

The conversation turned on the pl ans for the admi nistra
tion of the town, the results g r eady obtained in the publ i ¢
establishments of all gsorts, institutions, hospitals, MUt ual

ai d societi es.

M Lentz, according to the doctor’s progranme, inWwhich

M
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religious teaching WaS NOt ¢orgotten, had founded several

el ement ary school s, wher e the cares of the master tended
to devel ope the mind of the child py submitting it to a

sort of intellectual gypmastic exercise, adjusted SO as to

followthe natural bent of its faculties. It WAS {gayght tO

l'ove a science before pejng crammed with ., avoidi ng that
know edge which, says Montaigne, "floats on the surface
of the prain,» W thout penetrating the understanding, ©f
rendering its possessor €ither wiser or better. Later, a
wel | -prepared intellect can of itself choose its parp and
followit With o

The principles Of health took a first pjace in this vell-
ordered education.

ManN shoul d have gqua COMEBN both of his Mind ang,
body. !f one fails him he sutfers for ;, and the mind
especially, I unsupported by the pody, would soon g4ye
way.

Frankville had NOW reached the p; ghest degree Of in

tellectual as well as tepporal prosperity. !N its congress
were collected all the illustrious and |earned NEBN of

the two worlds.  Artists, painters, sculptors, husicians,
attracted py the reputation Of this gy, crowded to ir. Al
the young people ©f Frankville, WO pronised SOME day
toilluninate this corner of Anprjca, studied under these
masters. This new Athens of French g jgin Was on the

way to become the rirst of cities. Agood military as wel |
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as civil education WasS gjyen in the g gges. Al the
young MEN were taught the use of ¢jrearns, as well as
the first principles Of strategy and tactics.

When this becane the gypject Of conversation, Col onel
Hendon decl ared hi nsel f gg| ghted With all his recruits.

"They are - said pe, "already accustoned to forced
marches, fatigue, @nd all kinds of man| y exercises.  Qur
army 's conposed Of citizens, and When the tine cones to
prove them they will be found giscipiined @M trustwort hy
soldiers."

Frankville was on the best terns with al the nei gh
bouring States, for she had seized gygry occasion to g ge
them but jngratitude speaks SO |oudly WNEN pegpiers OWN
interests are in guestjion, that the doctor and his friends
resol ved not to lose gjgny Of the mexi m " Heaven hel ps
those WO el thenselves,” and to gy ON their OWN
exertions.

Dinner was over, the dessert Was on the ape and,
according to the usual cystom the ladies had j g 1eft the
room

Doctor sarrasin, oato, Colonel Hendon, and M Lentz
continued the conversation, and were aitacking the higher
questions ©f political econony, When a servant entered and
handed the doctor his paper.
it was the NeW York Herald. This respect abl e j our nal

had ) ways shown itsel extrenely favourable, first to the

M 2
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foundation, and then to the geyel oprment Of Frankville, and
the principals Of the ¢jyy were accustomed to look in its
columms for the possiple variations of pupijc opinion Wth
regard to themin the United states. This aggl oneration
of happy, free, @Nd jndependent people ON their littie
neutral errjtory WaS envied by not a few, and it Frankville
had many friends in America to defend pher, she had also
enemi es WNO ge|ighted M attacking her- Al any rate, the

New York Herald was on their sige, and constantly
expressed itself in terns of admi ration and esteem

W t hout interrupting himself in what he was sayi ng,
Doctor sarrasin gpened the paper, nechanically casting

his gyes ON the first paragraph.  Suddenl y N€ stopped, c€On
founded, as he sawthe o1 |owing lines, Which he read to

hinsel f, and then ajoud, tothe great surprise @nd greater
i ndi gnati on of his friends

" NeWyork, Septenmber 8th. Avioent attenpt against
the rights Of MBN is ghorty to take pace. W& iearn from
a certain source that formidable preparations are peing
made at stanistadt, With the opject of artacking and
destroying Frankville, the city of French origin. V& do
not kKnowir the United States can or ought to interferein
this struggle, Whi Chwill set the Latin and Saxon races py
the ears pyt, in COMMDN with a1 honest pgpn, We denounce
this odi ous abuse of girength,  Frankville should not Iose

an hour in pyttijng herself in a state of gefence, &c."
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CHAPTER xi 1.
THE couna L.

THE hatred which the Kjng of Steel bore to Doctor
Sarrasin's WOrk was no secret. Eyery One Knewthat his
was a rival ¢y ~ But no one would have believed him

capabl e Of attacking @ peaceful town, and endeavouri ng to
destroy it at a blow. The articie in the NeW York Heral d

was, however, positive ON the point Th€ correspondents
of that provincial journal had penetrated Herr schultz's
designs, and, @S they said, there was not an hour to
spare

The wort hy doctor was confounded. Like a honest-
hearted pen, he refused as long @s he could to believe
in the evil designs Of others. 1t seemed to himjppos
sible that a NUMAN pgjng could be so wicked as to wish
to destroy Wthout sufficient reason, and from simpl e
mlice, @ city, Which was in a certain sense the CONMMDON

property °f mankind.
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"Just think that our ayerage nortality W'l this year be
only one and a guarter in every hundred. " he excl ai med,
nai vel y - "that there is not a boy of ten years old Who
does not KNOWhowto read that not a nurder or theft has
been comi tted since the foundation of Frankville, And
these barbarians Want to gestroy this successful gyperi
Ment at its yery beginning: NO 1 cannot believe that a
chemist, @ savant, Were he a hundred tines a Gernan,
coul d be capabl e Of SUCh arocity - )

They Were conpel | ed, however, to trust to the evi dence

of a paper thoroughly devoted to their yngertaking, and
act Without geiqy. The first MOMENt of g spay passed,

Doctor Sarrasin yegajning the command of his feel i ngs,
thus addressed his friends

" Gentl emen, you are nmenbers of the dvic counci|, and
it is your duty as well as mne to take all pecessary
measures for the garery Of the town. VAt ougnt We to
do first?"

"l's there no possibility of arrangi ng matters?" said

M Lentz. " Can We not hopourably avoid war -
"That s npossible,” replied Qto. " Herr Schultz
evidently Wll have it at any price. H'S hate will not

all ow hi mto cone toterns

' Very well " exclaimed the doctor . " We shall be

ready to receive him Do you think, colonel, that gny
t hi ng can resist t he cannons of Stahl stadt -
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" Any human force can be efficaci ousl y conbatt ed by
another human torce » answered Colonel Hendon " but
We need not think of defending ourselves py the same
neans and the same arnms which Herr Schultz will use to
attack us. The construction of gngines of war, capable Of
opposi ng his, woul d take a |gng time to ppke, and 1 do
not know, besides, if We should succeed in faprjcating t hem
since W& have not gpecial workshops. ! CaNn gpjy see one
chance of gtery, that of preventing the eneny fromreach
ing us, @nd rendering @n investment i possiple.

"1 will go inmediately and convoke the council," said
Doctor Sarrasin . and he led his gyests into his g¢ygy.

It Was a gj npl y furnished room three sides pgj ng
covered with gshelves, |0aded with pooks, whilst the fourth
presented, PelOW several pictyres and curiosities, @ FOW of
nunber ed gpenings, Simlar to ear-trunpets.

"Thanks to the {g|ephone,” Said he, ~We can hold a
council in Frankville, Whilst gygry ONe remains at home."

The doctor touched a yarning-bel I, Wi Ch i nst ant aneousl y
communi cated with the houses of al the nembers. |In
less than three pinutes, the word »present” brought
successi vel y by €ach yire announced that the Council was
sitting.

The doct or pl aced hi msel f before the pputhpiece, rung

t he pel I, and said

" The peeti ng is open. My honourable tjenq, Col onel
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Hendon, Wll speak, tO make a communication of the
deepest i nmportance."

The colonel, in his tyrn, pl aced hinself before the
tel ephone, and, after reading the article from the New
York Herald, Ne proposed that immediate measures
shoul d be taken to j ppede the advance of the gneny,

He had gcarcery concluded when number Six pyp the
question

" Does the colonel believe a defence possible, in case
the means py whi ch he phopes to prevent the eneny from
reachi ng Us does not succeed -

Col onel  HENdON gpjeq in the affirmtive. The gues
tion and answer jnstantaneously feached each invisible

menber of the council, @s well as the expl anations Whi ch

preceded them

Nurmber Seven asked hOW |gng in his estimation it
woul d take for the pegpl e Of Frankville to prepare.

The colonel could not g5, but it woul d be advisable to

act as if {hey Were tobe attacked in a ¢o¢pjgnt.

Number TWo " Should we await the attack, or woul d
you think it preferable 'O prevent it ?

"\ nust do aii in our power 'O prevent i, answered
the colonel “and it We are threatened with a fleet, WE

must bl ow yp Herr Schultz's gpjps W th ¢ orpedoes.
On this, Doct or Sarrasin offered to call into council the

Most i stingui shed chemists, as well as the NMDSt gyperi-
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enced ar¢iijery officers, and give to them the task of
exani ni ng the plans Whi ch Colonel Hendon had yeaqy to
submt to them

Quest i on fromNumber Cne

"What s the SUM pecessary for the imediate com
mencenent of the works of defence -

" W shoul d have at our gjsposal fFOM fifteen to tyenty
mllions of dollars.”

| propose that the atizens' Assenbly P€ jnstantly

convoked. "

President Sarrasin 1 will put it to the vote."

The bells in each te| ephone rang twice, announcing that

the proposal WaS unani mousl y adopt ed.

It WaS haif-past eight. ITN€ Council had gpy lasted
ei ght een minut es, and had not disturbed any one.

The popul ar assenbl y Was convoked py Means as g ) ¢,
and al most as expeditious. DOCtOr Sarrasin conmmuni
cated py tel ephone the vote of the Council to the ToOwn
Hall. AN electric pegql WAS jpstanty Set in mdtion at the
summi t of each of the col umMms in gyery square Of the city.
The col umms were surmounted py | uninous dial paes, ON
whi ch the hands, MVed by efectricity, pointed O half-past
eight, the hour for the 555enp| y.

This clanorous a1, conti nui ng for @ quarter of an pour,
brought all the inhabitants out of their phoyses, t hey

gl anced up at the nearest gig, and ;5certaini ng that some
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national quty required their presence at the TOWN g,

t hey hast ened thither as fast as possi bl e.

Intess than g ¢y tjye M NUtes the Aossenbl y Was conpl et e.
Doctor Sarrasin Was | ready in the place Of honour, sur

rounded py the counci |, whilst Col onel Hendon waited at the
foot of the trjpune, until pernission Was gjven N Mto speak.

The greater NUNDer of the citizens 4 ready KNEW the
reason of the ppetjng being caled. 1N 5, the discussion

of the Gvic council, automatically, stereographed by the
Town Hall ¢ ephone, Nad been jpmediately sent to the

papers, printed in @ special edition, and placarded a! over
the town.

The nunicipal hall Was an iMENSe pyi|ging, roofed
with gl ass, and brilliantly lighted by gas.

The crowd which filled it was cal m and o ger|y, every
ONe st andi ng. Al'l the faces were cheerful. Perfect health,
an active and regyiar rire, @8Nd @ qujet conscience, placed

themabove any unruly passion Of @larmor gnger.
At

and silence fell ON the ggsenply.

exact|y half-past eight, the president rang Nis bell,

The colonel ascended the tribune. There, in sober, but
forcible | anguage, W thout useless ornament or oratorical
pr et ensi ons the | anguage °f @ man, who, knowi ng what

he is talking about, clearly expresses himself Colonel
Hendon related the inveterate hate which Herr Schultz

bore agajnst Frankville, Doctor sarrasin, @nd his work,
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and the formidable preparations announced py the New
York Herald, destined to destroy their ¢jgy and its
i nhabi tants.

"1t is for yoy to decide what is best to be gone, » he
continued. ~ SOmMe peopl e, possessing Neither coyrage NOT
patriotism M ght perhaps prefer 1O give up the jand, and
leave the aggressors t0 d0 What {pey wish with their new
home. But 1 @M certain beforehand that such a [
I ani mous proposal Woul d find no echo gppng My fellow
citizens. MBN WhO are abl e to understand the g eat ness of
the opject aiMed at py the founders of the nodel
men Who have accepted its laws, are necessarily NMEN of
heart and jnteirigence.  SiNCere representatives °f pro

gress, you V!l dO eyerything to save our jpconparable
town, the giorious MONUMENL  raised by science, to

anmeliorate the fallen condition of MAN . YOUr gy there
fore, is L0 give your !ives for the cause you represent.”
Thunders of applause greeted this peroration.  Several
speakers supported Colonel Hendon's notion.
Doctor sarrasin, having inpressed the necessity of con
stituting @ Conmi ttee of pefence, Which was to take i mme
diate peasures, W th all the gsecrecy indispensable IN

nilitary operations, the proposal WAS adopt ed.
A nenber of the cvic Council then suggest ed that five

million dollars should be voted for the works. /A show of

hands ratified this measure.
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At five-and-twenty Mnutes pasy ten the ppet ng Was
over, and the citizens of Frankville were about to | eave the

hait, WNEN an ypexpected incident occurred. The enpty

tribune Was syddenly occupied by @ stranger of NDst
curious appearance. € had sprung up @ it by nagic.
Hi s face showed that he was |apouring Under ¢ jgnitul
excitement but his attitude was cal m and resolute. Hi s
torn and puddy clothes, 'S bleeding forehead, told of
sonet hi ng extraordinary.

At signt of NiMeyery one paysed.  Wth anperative
_gesture, the stranger COMBNAed siience.

WAO was he- Whence had he come: NO gne not
even Doctor sarrasin, ventured to ask him

I have jyust escaped from sgtanistadt,” he said.
Herr schultz had condemmed N to death. God has

-allowed MB to reach ygy in time to attenpt to save

you. I am not unknown to yoy a. I\/y vener at ed

master, DOCtOr sarrasin, Can tell you, ! hope, that in

spite of Y appearance, rendering e unr ecogni sabl e
even to him SOME confidence ppy be pjaced in MAX

Bruckmann .’

"Max .~ exclained both the doctor and Qto at once,
starting towards him

He stopped thempy a gign.

MBX had been, indeed, niraculously Saved. After

forcing the grating, just as he was al nbst gyffocated, the
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current swept hi m gnwards, and two ninutes later threw
himon the pank, outside stanistadt, indeed, but al nost
lifeless.

For several hours the brave ygung fellow | gy stretched

nmotionless in the garkness, far from an help, ©ON the

| onel y desert. When consci ousness returned, it WaS day
lig. He thanked God that he had escaped from that
horrible Stahistadt . He was no jgnger @ prisoner.

The next NMDMENt his {hoyghts Were concentrated on
Doctor sarrasin, his friends, and fellow citizens.

"I nust save them. he r epeat ed.

By 2 suprene effort he got upon his feet. He was
thirty mMles from gankyitle, and he had pi ¢y niles to
traverse ON foor, for there WAS NO [4j|yay in that direction,
not even a cart or a horse to be 4o for the whole country
round the terrible Steel ¢ty Was shunned. He pressed
on, however, Without {ayjing a monent's . and at a
quarter-past ten arrived at the city.

The p acards Whi ch covered the walls told hi mai. He
found that the inhabitants had been warned of the
threatened ganger , but they Were not aware of its ¢rjgntful

nature, Of that it was i nmedi at e.

The catastrophe preneditated by Herr schuitz, Was to

t ake pl ace ON this very eveni ng, a @ quarter to twelve.
It was NOW a quarter-past ten.
Max had not a MOMENt to |5 he sped through the
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town, and at tyenty-five M NULES past ten, as the assenbly
was about to break ,, he scaled the tribune.

“Not in a month, My friends," he ¢ried, “not even ina
week, NMUSt you expect the danger = BUt in an poyr, this
awf ul catastrophe, @ rain of iron and .. will burst ypon
your town. An engine, wort hy the invention of a fjend,
which will carry thirty nmiles, is at this yery MmONMENt
poi nted against us. | have seen i Let the women and
children seek shelter in the deepest @Nd strongest cellars,
or let themjnsiantiy leave the town, and take ;gfyge in the
mountains. Al the MBN MUSt prepare to combat the tire
by every possible Mans. Fire will for the time be yoyr
only eneny. Neither armies nor soldiers will march
against you. TN€ adversary WNO menaces yoy disdains all
ordinary modes of attack. If the paps and calculations
of a pan, Whose power for evil is well KNOWN to yo, are
realised unless Herr Schultz is mistaken for the first time
inhistife firewill gsyddenly breakout in at least a hundred
places all over Frankville. We shail presently have to
face the flames at a hundred different points What ever
happens, the popul ation MUSt be saved first  such of your
houses and monument s whi ch cannot be preserved, or even
the whol e town, tine and noney can restore . "

In Europe, MBX would have been {pought Mad. But
in Anerica it is not wise to refuse to believe in gpy

mracle of science, NOWEVEr ypexpected . so, by Doctor
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Sarrasin's advice, the young engi neer Was listened to and
bel i eved in.

The ¢rowd, awed as much by the accent and appearance
of the gspeaker as by his words, obeyed, W thout even
dreaming ©f disputing his commands. The doctor an
swered for MBX Bruckmann, and that was enough.

Oders were jnmediately given, @d pessengers sent
out in gyery direction.

AS to the jphabitants, SOME withdrew to the cellars of
their guwellings, resigned to suffer all the horrors of a
bonbar dnent others 0N fqot, hor seback, ©Of in carri ages,
hastened out into the country, and ascended the steeps
of the Cascade Mountains. In the meantime the able-
bodied MEN collected in the gquare, and in different
places pointed Out by the doctor, everything that would
serve to subdue ¢y, that is to say water, earth, and
sand.

Inthe Hall the deliberation continued.

MBX was eyidently beset py SOME idea which filled
his brain to the exclusion of every Ot her {hought . He
muttered to hinsel f

At a guarter to twelve . Is it rea|y possible that
that villainous Schultz will destroy Us with his execrable
invention - ’

Suddenl y MaX drew out his pocket - book. He made a

gesture requiring silence, and then, pencil I" hand, rapidly
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put down several figures ON one of the pages As he did
S0 his Drow ¢jeared, his face becane radiant.

" Ah 1Y friends . he excl ai ned, ’ nmy friends . Either
t hese figures '€ jiars, Or else all that WE fear will vani sh
like @ pjghtmare before the evidence of a proplemin the
science of prqiectiles, the solution of which i have tinn this
moment goyght in vain.  Herr Schultz is nistaken. The
threatened ganger is but a dream  FOr gnce, his science is
at fault . Nothing of What he foretold will CONE to pags.

Hi s form dabl e shell will over Frank-

't"s inpossible: fly
ville Wi thout ¢ouching i, @nd if there is anything to rear,,
it will be 0n|yinthefuture"'

What could MBX nmean-. His friends did not under
stand .

The young Alsacian then explajned the result of his
cal cul ati ons.

I'n his clear rjnging voice N€ explajned his denonstra
tion in such a wgy as to render it |uninous, €ven to the
MOSt jgnorant. !t WAS |ignt succeeding darkness, calm
following agony. NOt oniy would the . oectije |eave
untouched the doctor's iy but it would touch pothjng
whatever. It Was destined to lose itselfin gpace

Doctor Sarrasin acknow edged the correctness of Max's
cal culations, @Nd then, pointing to the lumnous dial in the
hal |

"In three mnutes,” he exclained, “we shall know
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whet her Schultz or MAX Bruckmann is .;gn . Whatever
happens, Iy friends, W& need not regret any Of the e
cautions We have taken, and We stiii MUSt peg) ect not hing
which can baffie the inventions of our gnemy, If his
design fails for the present, as MBX has just given Uus
reason to pgpe, it won't be the rast. Schultz's hate will
never be stifled or arrested."”

Cone .~ excl ai med Max.

All followed hi mintothe square. Three mnutes pagsed
in breathless syspense.  TN€ guarter before twelve was
tolled forth fromthe great clock .

Four seconds e, @ dark mass was seen p; gh above
their heads = qujck as thought it rushed onwards, and with

a sinister hiss SOON ¢j sappeared fa beyond the town.
"A pl easant journey toit. shouted Max, wWith a burst

of |aughter.  !f Herr schultz's shell keeps up that speed,
it will never agai n fall upon terrestrial soil

In two nminutes a roar Was heard like distant thunder.
This was the rgpory of the cannon inthe Bull Tower, the
sound reaching Frankville a hundred and thirteen seconds
after the projectile NAd passed at the rate of four hundred

and ¢, miles an hour.
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CHAPTER xi11.

NEWS FOR THE PROFESSCOR
" MBX Bruckmann, to professor Schultz, of Staklstadt.

’ Frankville, Septenber I4th.

"I CONSIDER it proper to inform the Kjng of steel,
that on the eyening Of the day before yesterday, ! suc
ceeded in passing beyond the frontier of his doninion,
preferring My OWN gatery to that of the model in the
bl azi ng wor kshop.

"While taking leave ! Should rai in yy bounden qyty
were | not inturnto reveal [ry secrets. DO not, however,
be uneasy On that account, ! shall not require you to pay

for the know edge With yoyr tife
"|Vy real NamMe is not gchwartz, and 1 am not a

Swiss. Alsace is [Ty country, and 1 am called Max
Br uckmann.
"1 ama tolerable engineer, I ONe Ay take yoyr wor d

for it but first and forempst, | &M a Frenchman. You
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have shown yoursel t the inplacabl e enemy °f My country,
My friends, and nmy fanily. You have entertained odi ous

desi gns against everything ! hold nost dear. I have
dared, and done ., in order to discover those gegjgns . !
will dare and do ail to frustrate them

"1 hasten to et you KNOW that yoyr first shot has failed
to take effect.

"It has not hit the mark, for, thank nheaven, it coul d not.
Your gyn is not the less a wonderful one, though the
projectiles which it sends forth will never do any harmto
any One . They will fail nowhere. 1 had a presentinent
of this, and, to your great glory, it is NOW an established
fact, that Herr Schultz has invented a wonderful cannon,
entirely i nof f ensi ve.

YOUu will hear with peasure that We SaW your perfect
shell, al forty-five Mnutes and four seconds past eleven,
pass above our town. It Was ¢jyjng towards the yest,
circulating i" space, Which it will continue to do until the
end of time. A projectile, @animated with an initial speed
twenty timeS syperior to the actual gpeed, peing ten
thousand yards to the second, can never fai ., This
nmovement, conbined with terrestrial attraction, destines
it to revolve perpetyal |y Found our gl obe.

"You gyght to have been aware of this

"I hope and expect that the cannon in the Bul| Tower is

quite spoilt by this first tria  but two hundred thousand
N 2
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dollars is not too much to have pai d for the pl easure Of
havi ng endowed the planetary World with a newg., and
the earth with a second satellite.

" MAX BRUCKMANN. "

An express Was jmediately sent from Frankville to
Stahlistadt with this letter and MAX nust be ¢ orgiyen for
not having been able to resist the satisfaction of yjtjng
it to Herr Schultz.

MAX wWas quite rignt When he said that the fanous shell
woul d never ggajp fall ON the surface of the earth, and al so
right WN€N he ,reqi ¢t eq the cannon of the Bull Tower woul d
be rendered usel ess py the €N0OrNOUS char ge of pyroxilc.

The |cceipt Of this letter greatjy disconfited Herr
schultz, and was a terrible shock to his self-love. AS he
read ,, he turned perfectiy fivia, and his head relt on his
breast as if he had been struck with a cluo. He remined
inthisstate of prosiration o @ quarter of an hour. \Vhen
he revived his rage WaS frighiru. ArMNius and g;gjper
al one wi tnessed the outbursts .

However, Herr Schultz was not a MaN to acknow edge
hi nsel f beaten.

Henceforth the gryggle between himand Max woul d
continue to the death. He s had other shells char ged
with l'iquid carbonic acigd, whi ch Iess power ful , but nore

practical guns, could"throwto a short distance.
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Cal ming hinself py an o, the Kjng of steel
re-entered his gy ,qy, and continued his work.

It was clear that fFrankville, NOW nore than ever
nmenaced with danger, MUSt neglect not hi ng by whi ch it

could be pyi into a perfect state of defence.
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CHAPTER xiv.
CLEARI NG FOR ACTI ON.

ALTF'QG_I t he danger was no | onger i mm nent, it was
serious. IMAX communicated to Doctor Sar/asin and his
friends al that he knew of Herr schultz's preparations,
and described his engines Of destruction.  OnN the next
day the Council of pefence, in whi ch he took a prjncipal
part, occupied itself Wth giscussing & plan ©Of resistance,
and preparing to put it into execution.

In ai this MAX was well seconded py ato, WNOM he
found altered in character, and MUCH j nproved.

NO one knewthe details of the resol utions passed. The
alone Vere pqq, iy CONMMUNi cated to

general principles

the press, It WAS not difficult to trace in themthe prac

tical hand of Max.

"IN preparing for defence,” said the townsfolk, "the
great thing is 1O KNow the strength of the eneny, and
adapt the system of resistance to that girength. No



Pl ans for the defence.
Page 182.






CLEARI NG FOR ACTI ON. 183

doubt, Herr Schultz's cannon are forpidable, but it is
better to have to face these gyns, of which We Kknowthe
nunber, calibre, range, @Nd effect, than to have to combat
unknown engi nes. "

It was decided to preyent the investnent of the toun,
ei ther py | and or sea.

HOW this was best to be done was a guestion actively
di scussed py the council, and the day on whi ch a pl acar d
announced that this prop| em WAS sol ved, NO one doubted
it. ~The citizens hastened en masse to execute the under
t aki ng. NO tasks were despi sed Which could contribute
to the work of defence.  IMBN of all 4405, and of every
position iN iire, DECANME gjpp|e labourers ON this gecasion,
and eyerything Went on rapigiy and cheerfurly. Pro
visions sufficient for TWO yggrs Were stored in the town.

Coal and iron also Were proyght i considerable quanti

ties . the jron being requisite fO manufacturing arms of
all sorts, and the coal apsolutely necessary, both for
war nth, and for fuel to Work the various warlike gngjnes it
was intended to gpp) oy.

I'n addition to the pegps of iron and coal could be seen
gigantic piles, conposed Of sacks of fjou, and guarters of
" smoked peat, stacks of cheeses, Mountains of preser ved and
dried yegetabl es, al stored inthe market g .ces. Nunbers
of sheep and cattle were also enclosed in the beautiful

gar dens of the town.
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When the decree appeared for the mobilisation of all
MeN able to carry arns, the enthusiasm with which it was
received, testified to the excellent gjsposition Of these
soldier-citizens. pjgjpny dressed in woollen gpirts, cloth
trousers and haif-boots, strong !eather cups and ar nmed
with Verder e they drilled gyery day in the avenues.

Gangs of coolies banked yp earth, dug trenches, raised
intrenchments and redoubts at gyery favourable poin.
The casting of guns had been commenced and pyshed ON
With activity, for the numerous snoke furnaces inthe gy
Were gasjjy transformed into gastjng furnaces.

Max was i ndef at i gabl e in all this. He was here, there,
and eyerywhere in the thick of ail the work. Did sonme
theoretical ©Of ,ractical difficulty arise, he could i mre

diately solve it If necessary, he turned yp his sleeves

and gave @ practical definition. H'S authority Was a| vays
accepted W thout a purnur, and his orders punct ual I y
at t ended to.

Next to him Qito did his best. Al though at first he
had thought °f ornamenting his uniformwith goid iace,
he soon gave up the jgea, seei ng that to set a good
exanpl e to others he must be content to do the gyty of a

sinple sol di er.
He, therefore, t0OK his place in the battalion gggj gned to
him and conducted hinself like a nodel soldier. TO

those WhO at first attenpted 0 pity him he replied
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Every ON€ according to his nerits. |yr|japs ! should
not have been able to command . The least | can do isto

learn to ghey -

A report Which turned out to be false gaye @ still
MOr € |jvely i npul se tothe wor ks of defence. Ilcrr schultz,
it Was said, WAS npegotjating With Some maritine conpany
for the transport Of his cannon. From that tinme these
sort of hoaxes were the order of the gay  NOW it was
that the Schultz fleet Was off the coast of grankvillc, and
NOWthat the Sacramento Raj| way had been cut by Unl ans,
who had apparent iy dropped fromthe clouds.

But ail these rumpurs, Which were jppgdjately con
tradicted, Were invented phy the correspondents of news
papers, hard up for matter to s their gespatches, their
obj ect being tO sustain the ¢y josity Of their readers. The
truth was that Stahlstadt did not gjye the least gjgy of
life.

This perfect quietude, although it left Max anpl e time

to conplete Nis preparations, caused hima ggod deal of

uneasiness in his rare MOMENt S of Ieisure.
“s i possible that the ruffian has changed his tactics,
and is preparing SOMe new node of attack »  he {hought .
However, the plans for checki ng the advance of the

eneny' s ships, and preventing the investment of the town,
promi sed to answer yej, and MBX redoubl ed his exerti ons.

1:is sole pleasure @nd gnly rest, after a hard day' s work,
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was the short hour which he passed every evening in
Madane sarrasin's dr awi ng- r oom

Fromthe ¢, the doctor had stipul ated that he should
always COME and dine at his pouse, unless he was pre
vented py another engagement . but, by SOME gjngular
circumstance, NO other invitation entjcing enough t°
make Max give up this privilege Nad as yet presented
itself.

The everiasting game of chess between the doctor and
Col onel Hendon coul d not have been gu¢fjgienty interest
ing 10 explain the punctuality W th which he presented
hinsel f eyery day at the door of the mansion. W are
therefore conpelled to believe that there was another
attraction for Max, and We pjght, perhaps, have syspected

its nature, although, assuredly, D€ did not as yet suspect it
hinsel f, had We observed the interest which he took in the

conversations between pipgelf, MRAAME sarasin, and
Madermi sel | e jeannette, WNEN they Were ai three seated
near the |garge table, at Which the two ladies were yorkijng
at what pjght be necessary for future service in the
anbul ances.

"WIl these NEW steel bolts be better than those of
whi ch yoy shoved us a gdrawi ng’" asked jeannette, WO
was interested in gyerything connect ed with the defence.

" No doubt about |, nademviselle, " replied MBX.

" Ah, | @M yery giad of that . But how nuch trouble
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and research is represented by the smallest industrial

particular. YOU told ME that five hundred fresh yargs of

the trench were dug yesterday ° That is a great deal, is

it not ?I

Indeed, no, it is MOt nearly enough. Al that rate we
shall not have finished the enclosure at the end of a
mont h. "

"1 should much rike to see it gone, and these horrible
Schultz pegple arriving Men are very fortunate in pejng
able to work and make thenselves useful. \pgjting is
never so yyjng for themas for ,s Who are of no use."

" O nouse. exclained Max, usually SO calm  NO use.
And for Whom do yoy think do these brave pen, WhO
have teft eyerything t0 DECOME soidiers, for WNOMdo ¢ pey
work, if not to secure the garety @Nnd pappjness Of their
mot hers, their wives, and those whom they hope nay
becone their wives » Fromwhence comes their grgour, if

woul d t [ i
not fromyo, andto what ould you race this readiness
to sacrifice t hensel ves, if NOt

Her e ,\/BX gOt rat her conf used, and st Opped. NBderTDI
selle Jeannette did not yrge him and good Madare
Sarrasin herself Was gp|jged to close the discussion py
saying tothe young MaN that a love of (yty Was doubtless
sufficient t0 gyp| ajn the zeal of the greater nunber .

And when Max, at the call of inexorable gyiy, tore

himsel f away fromthis pjeasant talk, in order to finish a



188 THE BEGUM S FORTUNE.

plan, OF @n estimte, he carried with him the invincible
determination to save Frankville and its inhabitants.

Little could he copjecture What was about to phappen,
and yet it Was but the inevitable result of a state of
things SO utterly unnatural as this concentration of all

power " @ single person, Which was the fundamental

principl e inthe Gty of Steel.
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CHAPTER Xxv.
THE EXCHANGE OF SAN FRANCI SCO.

THE Exchange of San Francisco, by which termis ex

pressed, as it Wer'e g gepraically, I mmense industrial and

comer ci al pusiness, presents ON€ of the sirangest and nost
ani mat ed scenes in the world.

The geographical position ©f the capita Of California
inparts 'O its Exchange, as @ natural consequence, the
cosnopol i t an character, whi ch is one of its nbst remarkabl e
features.

Beneath its handsome red granite porticoes, the tan, fair
Sax0n jost)es the g jgnt, active dark-haired celt. The pegro
meet s the Finlander and the Hi ndoo.

The polynesian gazes W th astonishnent at the Geen-

lander. The chi naman, With opii que eyes and | ong plaited

pigtail endeavours to outdo in trade his historic eneny, ,

the japanese.
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Every tongue, every dialect, every jargon mingles there
as in a noder n Babel .

On the 12th of Cctober this pl ace Of business gpened in
the usual ygy ~ At about eleven o'clock the prjncipal
brokers and NMeN of business began tO arrive, accost one
another gravely O gaily, according to their several {eppers,
shaki ng hands, @nd goj ng together to the refreshment bar

to fortity themselves py |iquoring up for the gperations

of the day.

One after the other went to gpen the iittie metal door of
the nunbered |etter-boxes, Whi €h in the vestibule received
the correspondence ©Of subscribers. ENOrNDUS packets of
letters were drawn foren, and gager|y €xam ned.

In a short time the market p.jces for the gay were
announced, When the crowd graqual |y increased. G oups
NOre or less NUITBrOUS Were fgrped, from anmong whi ch
arose a mur mur and humof human voi ces.

Then commenced a shower of {g| ggraphi ¢ messages from
all quarters ©f the giope.

Scarcely @ MNUte passed that the officiais of the EX
change did not add a fresh g, of blue paper to the
collection of telegrams placarded ON the north g which
was read forth inastentorian ygjce, @M d the NOW yaaf eni ng
buzz.

The commotion and hubbub went on i easing.

Oerks rushed in and oyi; the tg|egraph office was
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besi eged . messages S€Nt out, answers received eyery

instant.

Al'l note-books were open, entries pmde, erased, Of torn
up.

At about one o' clock @ contagious €XCitenment appeared
to take possession Of the crowd. A nysterious Sensation
passed !ike the trenpling of @n earthquake through these
agitated groups Of NUMAN pejngs.

pi ece Of news, startling, unexpected, @ndincredible had
been prought by One of the partners in the Bank of the Far
West, and it circulated wWith the apigity Of an electric
flash.

Excl amati ons and conment s were heard on all sides.

"| npossi bl e! It's & trick & phpoax," said some. "Who
is likely to believe gnythjing SO preposterous ?*

"Wl |, " said ogthers, "there may be sonet hi ng in it No
snoke without ¢, you know. "

“But is a MAN in his position likely to fail )

' Peopl e 1" apparently the very best pogjtions fail."

" But, sir, Ccried one, " the fixtures, tools and engi nes
al one yepresent MOr e than gjghey million dollars )

"W thout |eckoni ng the cast iron and sieei, raWnaterial,
and manuf actured articles . added anot her.

" To be sure.  That's jys; What 1 g4 too, Schultz is
good or ninety mllions of goijars, and i1 undertake to be
answer abl e for that on his demand .
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" Vel . but then how do you explain this suspension of
payment

’ Explain' | don't explain it at al. | don't believe
it

"Don't yoy» AS if such hings did not happen every
day to houses of the nost firmand established rgpytations "

" Stahlstadt is not a house it is a city."

" OF course. It is perfectly impossible it can have
broken yp so conpletely. A conpany V!l certainly D€
formed to carry ON the business.”

But why on earth did not Schultz formsuch a conmpany
instead of declaring hi m™elf pankrupt - ’

" Exactly, SiT. and there's the apsurdity So absurd
that the statement won't bear exanination. It is neither
nore nor less than a pure fabrication, probably i nvent ed
by Nash, who is desperatel y @nxi ous for a rise in steel.”

fabrication » False jntelligence ? Nothing ©of the
sort . Schultz has not gnjy failed he has absconded . -

"Cone! Cone!"

" Absconded, sit - The tel egramannounci ng it has this
nonent been posted up !’

A for ni dabl e wave of hunani ty rol I ed towards the frame
in whi ch the despat ches Wel' € pl acar ded.

The tast grjp Of blue paper bore these words

"New vYork, 12.40. Central Bank. Manufactory Of

St ahl st adt . St opped payment. Liabilities, as far as
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known forty-seven Mllion dollars. Schultz has dis
appeared. "

Ther e was nowno doubt about the truth of the a5t oundi ng
intelligence  aNd conjectures @nd runours were rire.

By two o'clock lists of failures consequent upon that of
Schul t z began to pour in.

The M nj ng Bank of New York 1ost nost.

The firmof wasterl y and Son at chi cago Was  npl i cat ed
to the extent of seven million dollars.

The house of the M t waukees of gyffalo, five millions.

The industrial Bank of San grancisco, @ milion and a
hal f .

The names of numbers of minor firms followed Wth
proportionate !osses.

But, W thout waiting for this npews, cCane the natural
rebound.

The noney rmarket, whi ch was so dull in the pprpjng,
was NOW not gpeady for tWO hours (ogether. What
starts, what rises. what fjyctuations, What unrestrained
specul ation

A risein steel, and going up eveiy mnute a rise in
coal . a rise in the shares of al the foundries in the
American Union arisein the products Of every Kind of
iron jndustry  a&risein Frankville Iand.

Al t hough on the declaration of war the latter had fallen

to zero, @nd djsappeared fromthe iist of quotations, it

(6]
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had NOW syddenly risen to a hundred and gjgpty dollars

an acre.

In the evening the newspaper shops Were perfectly
besieged.  BUl though the Herald, the Tribune, \htAlta,
the Gijardian, the Echo, and the Gobe printed iM gigantic
characters the ppagre information they had been able to
collect, it after all amounted to very little.

All that was KNOWN yas, that on the 2s5th of septenber,
a draft for gjght mllions of gollars, accepted by Herr
schultz, drawn py jackson, Elder, and o of Bguffalo,
having D€en presented 10 schring, Strauss, and co., the

Ki ng of Steel’s pankers, in NEWYO”(, those gent| emen had
stated that the balance to their client's account Was iiir

sufficient for such an enornous suym and had el egraphed
this to him W thout ecejving any answer.

On referring tO their books, they perceived with con
sternation that for thirteen gays NO letter and no vitis had
come from stahl stadt.

Fromthat moment drafts and cpeques, drawn py Herr
Schultz 0N their pank, CaMe in 441y, 1O yndergo the fate
of pejng returned W th the words, NO funds.

For four days inquiries, telegrams, @nd furious guestions
rained from one side on the bank and then zgaipn ON
St ahl st adt .

At last a decisive pgply WaS gjyen.

Herr Schultz gjsappeared ON the j/in of gseptenber, "
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so said the {gl egram “NO one can throwthe |east light
on this nystery. He has 1eft N0 orgers, and the coffers in
every section are eppty. "

Since then it had been no | gnger possible to conceal the
truth.  Many of the principal creditors had taken ¢ gp
and sent in their claims to the commercial court. Ruin
spread rapidly in all directions.

At twelve g clock, ON the |3th of (ctoper, the total
anount of failures Was estinmated at forty-seven m!lions of
dollars.  VWIEN gyerything DECAME KNOWN it was ey to
anmount to sixty mllions.

This was all that could be saiq, @nd ali that the jourpals,
with a few gyceptions, €ould [eport. O course they
announced for the next day full and gspecial particulars,
" as yet unpublished.” And, indeed, to do themj,ce
each, Within an hour of the first announcerment, had
despat ched @ correspondent ON the road to Stahlstadt.

By the evening of the jath of cctober, Steel gty Was
besi eged by 8N army of reporters, ! With open note- books,
and pencis in hand. Like a wave, however, they broke
agai nst the outer yg |, for the sentries Were in their pl aces,
and any attenpt to bribe or soften themwas yiierjy in
vain.

They, neverthel ess, ascertained that the wWor Knen as yet
KNeW ot hing, @ndthat the routine of the sections in not ng
had been ¢hanged. The overseers had pgre|y announced

02
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the day before by superior order, that no funds nor in
structions had been issued from the Central gl ock, and
that in consequence the works would be syspended the
fol | owi ng Sat ur day, unl ess contrary orders were received.

ALl this only conplicated, instead of throwing any Iight
on the situation.

That Herr Schultz had gj sappeared for nearly @ MONth,
of that there was no doubt. But what pj ght be the cause
and jpport of this djsappearance NO one knew. Avague
inpression that the nysterious personage night, a any
MDIMENt e appear still prevailed, @nd seemed to Iessen the
gener al uneasiness.

For some gays al work had gone on as usual. Eyery
one had pyrsued his task within the limted horizon of his
section.  The salaries were pajg fromthe gsirong boxes
every Saturday, and the . jncipal coffer had met ai
I ocal necessities. But centralisation had been prgyght to
t00 high @ pitch of perfection in Stahlstadt the master
had reserved so gpsolutely to hinself the gyperintendence
of everything, that his absence could not fail in a very
short time to cause a stoppage iM the ppchinery. Thus,

fromthe i/th of Septen«ber’ t he day on whi ch the Ki ng
of steel had gjgned his orders for the last time ypto the

13th Oof October, when the news of the suspensi on of
payment had burst like @ thunder-clap, mM!lions of jetters,

a | arge NUNMDEr cont ai ni ng consi derabl e vii1s, passed t hr ough
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the Stahlstadt Post ofice, Nad been geposited in the box
of the Central Block, and no doubt had reached Herr
Schultz's stydy. But he alone had the (jgnt to gpen them
mark themwith a red peni;, and transnmit themto the

pri nci pal cashier.

Even the pj ghest functionaries in the town never dreant
of doi ng anyt hi ng out of their reqular departnent.

Invested Wi th al nbst absolute power over their subordi
nates, they Were each, in connection with Herr Schultz
as they Were alsowith his menory like so m;_nyinstru
ments, W thout authority, W thout power Of initiating, o
avoice in gny matter. [Each fortified hinself within the
narrow limts of his comnission, waited, tenporised, and
wat ched the course of events.

The end cane at last. This renmarkable state of

affairs Was pro| onged unti! the pringipal hOUSeS jnterested,
suddenly seized With a panic, telegraphed, begged for an
answer, entreated, protested, @Nd finaiy COMMENCEd |qgq
proceedings.  This took some time.  NO one was | jng
hastily 'O suspect that prosperity, SOfirmy believed ;, had
been ;esting ON an insecure basis. But the fact was now
patent - Herr Schultz had fled fromhis creditors.

This was al that the reporters could gather. The
cel ebrated \pj ki ej ohn himsel f, famous for payi ng extracted

@ political avowal frompPresident Gant, the nost taciturn

MAN of his tjme; the jndefatigabl e Bl underbuss, Ienmarkable



198 THE BEGUM S FORTUNE.

for peing the tirst, although BUt @ sinple correspondent Of
The \wprid, to announce to the Czar the news of the
capitulation Of Plevna, even these gr eat MEeNn in the re
porting line had not this time been nore fortunate than
their brethren. They Were forced to confess to thensel ves
that The Tribune and The Worl d could not yet give the
latest Nnews of the bankr upt Schul t z.

That Stahlstadt was indeed in a strange Situation will
be seen when it is renenbered that it was an i ndependent
and isolated town, pernitting NO regular @Nd |egal inquiry.
Herr schultz's sjgnature was, it is true, protested at New
York, and his creditors had every reason to believe that
the stock and pgpufact ory Woul d j ngemni fy themin sone
degr ee.

But to what court should they apply to obtain an
execution or a sequestration? Stahlstadt jay in a e rjtory
of its oun, Where gyeryt hing bel onged to Herr schultz.

If only he had ieft a ;gpresentative, @N adninistrative
council, Or @ substitute. But there Was ot pj ng of the sort.
He hi nsel f was ng, judge, general-in-chief, notary, |awyer,
and the gpy comercial court inthe ¢,  In his person
he had realised the ideal of centralisation.

Therefore, he€ peing absent, there Was ,pgo|ytely NO ONe
in power, and the whol e fabric fell like a house of cards.

In any other situation, the creditors woul d have been

able to forma gyndicate, substituting themselves for Herr
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Schultz, |ay hands on the stock, and take the direction
of affairs.  TO all appearance only @ little nmoney and
regul ating power Was needed to set the machi ne to work.

But nothing ©Of this Was possipie.  TN€ proper |Iegal
instrument to effect this substitution Was wanting. There
was a moral barrier round the gty of steel, Which was if
possible NOre insurnountable than its walls.  The wun
fortunate creditors could see the securities for their gepts,
t hough quite Unable to touch them

All t hey could do was to unite in a general assenbly,
and agree to address ayequest to the congress to ask it to
take their case in hand, espouse the interests of its patives,
pronounce the annexation of Stahlstadt to American
territory, and thus include this monstrous creation in the
comMmonN | aws of civilisation. Several memnbers of the Con
gress Wer € personal |y i nterested in the pusiness, the request
Was tenpting to the Areri can character, and there was
reason to believe that it would be crowned with conplete

success.

Unfortunately the Congress Was not then in session, SO
that a|gng del ay Was to be feared before the matter could
be submitted to i

Until that tine pothi ng coul d be done in st anl stadt, and
one py One the furnaces Were eyt ngui shed.

The consternation anpng the popul ation of ten thousand

famlies V\hO lived by t he manuf act ory was pr of ound. But
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what were tpey to do-. Continue to WOrk in popes of
wages, Which pjght be six months in coning, or night
never COME at all » NO one was inclined to adopt this
opinion. Besides, What work could {pey do- The source
fromwhi ch orders canme was dried up as well as eyeryt hing
el se. Al Herr Schultz's clients waited the legal solution.
The heads of the sections, engi neers, @Nd overseers, could
do not hi ng for Want of orders.

Nunberl ess assenblies, neetings, and debates took
place, though NO plan could [ eqyy be fixed on. The
enforced gt oppage SO0N prought with it a train of ni sery,
despair, and vice.  AS the yor kshops enptied, the puplic-
houses filled. For each cpjpmey which ceased to snmoke
inthe factory, @ tavern sprung up in one of the pej gh
bouri ng villages.

The wisest and most prydent anong the wor kmen, those
who had foreseen hard {jmes, and had laid py for a raipy
day, hastened to gscape With pag and paggage and
happy rosy-cheeked children, Wld Wth gejgnt at the
newworld revealed to them peeped through the curtains
of the departing waggons, | oaded with their father's tools
and furniture, @nd the precious beddi ng, dear to the heart
of the housewife. These al were scattered east, south,
and north, SOON finding Other factories, Other anyirs, other
heart hst ones.

But for one WhO coul d thus gepary, there were ten whose
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poverty nailed themto the soit . There they remained,
hol | ow- eyed @and broken-hearted.  gojjjing their poor
garnments to the flock of pirds-of-prey in NUMBN ghape
whose instinct attracts themto scenes of grear disasters,
reduced to the last extrenities in a fewgays deprived of
credit as well as of ygges, Of hope as well as work, and

seeing before thema future of pjgery as black and disnal

as the fast gpproachi ng W nter .
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CHAPTER xvi.
A BRACE OF FRENCHVEN CAPTURE A TOWN.

V\HEN tidings OF the (jsappearance Oof Schultz reached
Frankville, Max's first words were

' Suppose it should be pprely atrick !

He ' cfiected, however, that the resuits to Stahlstadt had
been so disastrous as to NMBKe such a$ hypothesis N
admi ssi bl e.

stit1, as hatredis an ynreasoni ng passion, the exasper at ed
rage Of such a MAN as Herr Schultz pjght realry render
him capabl e-of sacriticing everything to it Whether or
not this Was the case, it WaS \ndeni abl y necessary {0 be on
the qui vive."

The Council of Defence i mediately, therefore, issued a
procl amation exhorting the inhabitants to be on their

guard against false reports spread by the enemy, with the

obj ect Of IuIIingtheminto security.

Frankville judged it prudent to continue all the prepar a-
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tions for defence, taking NO notice of what ght after all

prove to be a stratagem©f its arch-eneny.
But py-and-by the journals Of S&N Francisco, chicago,
and New York published further getails, and news of the

financial and conmercial consequences Of the Stahlstadt

catastrophy, forning al toget her & MASS of evidence to proye
that Schultz was a genuine bankrupt, and had indeed

di sappear ed.

And g, one tine ppyning, the doctor's model ¢, became
aroused to the fact that it WaS safe, just @ @ s| eeper escapes
fromthe gopression of @ horrible dream py the gjpple
operation °f awaki ng.

Yes . Frankville WaS (jgarjy OUt Of ganger, Wi thout
having to strike a plow, and Max, NOW apsolutely certain
of ;. announced the news am d pypiic rejoicing.

A strain seened suddenly remved.  The ,upic drew,
as it were, @ |ong sigh Of relier, @and assuned a pojday
aspect .

Ever ybody Shook hands, offered mutual congratul ations,
and invited each other to dinner. Al the WONEN cane

out in fresh toijettes, @and the MEN took leave of g4,
manoeuvr es, and hard work.
Every One went about |goking satisfied, @Nd beaning.

Frankville Was jyst like @ tOWN pegp| ed Wi th conval escents.

But anmpng them . the happiest WAS unquestionably
Doct or sarrasin.
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The wor t hy man had feit hinsel f responsi bl e for t he
fate of those Who had cone with confidence to settle ON his
territory, @nd to pjace themselves under his o otection.

For the last npnth, the fear of hayjng allured themto
destruction, When he had onjy sought their happiness, had
never left hi ma nonent' s rest. NOW he was rel eased from
terrible ganyjety, and breathed ¢ ey,

This COMMON ganger had more ey united the
citizens. Al classes had been proyght nearer to each
other, and knew thenselves prothers, animated with the
SaNME feelings, and affected by the Sanm® interests. A
new sensation had gprung up in the hearts of .
Hencef orward the inhabitants had a girong feeling Of

patriotism for Frankville. They had teareq, t hey had
suffered for their town, and now t hey knew how nuch

they |oved i
The material results of having placed it in & state of
defence were also to the zdyantage Of the gy Their

strength Was known. They felt More sure of {hensel ves,
and woul d NOW be ready for whatever the future pjght
bring.

The prospects ©f Doctor sarrasin's work had never

appeared 'TOr € brilliant and (, rare (p; ng) MO ingratitude
was shown towards Max. Al though the gafety of the

popul ati on had not been his work, public thanks were

voted to the young engineer, as to the organiser Of the
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defence, the MAN to whose devotion the town woul d have

owed its garery, NAd the pjaps of Herr Schultz succeeded.

|vaX, however , did not regard hi s part as finished. The

nystery surrounding Stahlstadt pjight siir, D€ thought,
conceal ganger. HE could, not rest satisfied until he had
thrown conplete ight into the ygry mdst of the darkness
whi ch still envel oped the gty of Steel.

HE resolved, therefore, to return to stahistadt, and to
stop at not hi ng until he had probed the last secret to its
dept hs.

Doctor Sarrasin represented tO hi m that the enterprise
woul d be gifficut, that it would bristle with gangers, that
he Knew not what mines pj ght spring beneath his ree, and
that, iN fact, it Would resemble a descent into the |ower
regi ons. Herr gchultz, such as he had been described to
him was not a MAN to ¢jsappear with i mpunity to others,

or to pyry hinself alone beneat h the ruins of all his hopes.

They had every reason to fear the last gesperate design

of such a man. It woul d be Iike the terrible gyjng agony
of a shark .

"l\/y dear goctor, it is j ust because | think all you
i magi ne possible that I believe it My duty to go to

Stahl stadt,” answered Max. — The p ace may be conpared
to a shell fromwhich 1 nust snatch the match before it

bursts, and 1 will even ask your pernission to take Qto

with nme."
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"Oato. exclained the doctor.
"Yes, He is nowa fine fellow, WO may be relied on
and 1 assure yoy that this excursionwill do hima greqt

deal of good! "
’ May God protect you both .~ returned the old pan,

fervently grasping Nis hand.

The next pprning @ carriage 9rOVe t hrough the deserted
villages @Nd deposited Max and Qto at the gae of
St ahl st adt .

Bot h wer e wel | gqui pped, “e!! armed, and yery deternined
not to CONE back until {pey had cleared yp the pystery.

They wal ked side by side a]ong the outer road whi ch
led round the fortifications, and the {ryp,  which MaX
i then had persisted " doubting, NOW |y before
them

It was evident that the pjace WAS conpl etel y deserted.
From the |gnely road, Which he NoOw trod with o, he
could forperly have seen within the tOWN ¢, g gas, OF
the flash of a sentinel's payonet, and pany other gjgns of
lite. The windows of the different sections woul d have
been illuninated and ga;zing. NOW a1 was gl oony and
silent.  Death seened to hover over the g, its tall
chi nmmeys standing up !ike skeletons. The footfalls of
Max and his conpani on alone aroused the echoes of the

pl ace. The sensation of solitude and desolation was so

strong that Oto coul d not el p remarki ng
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It is sjpgular, PUt 1 have never feit silence sinilar to

this We m ght suppose ourselves in @ cepgtery
It was seven o' clock when MAX and O to reached the

edge of the noat , opposi t eto t he principal gate of Stahl st adt .
Not a |y ng Creature gnneared ON the crest of the yg |, and
of the sentinels WhoO had st ood at di stances
formerly equal
all round !ike so human not one remai ned.
ound, many posts,

The grawbri dge WAS raised, |eaving before the gate a gyt
fromfive to six yards inwdth.

It took them nbre than an hour before they could
succeed in fas5tening the end of a stout |qpe, by throw
ing it Wth all their pighy, so as to catch over one of
the beans. After nuch troubl e, IVB.X rmnaged it, and
Qto going rirst, drew himself yp hand over hand to
the top of the gue Max passed up to him their
arms  and ammunition, and then he himself took the
same yay.

They NOWcarried their rgpe to the ot her side of the yg |,
let down all their j npedi menta, a@nd finaijy slid down
thensel ves.

The two young men were NOW on the round\Nay whi ch
Max remenber ed payi ng followed the first gay he entered
Stahlstadt. Conpl et e silence and solitude were aii around.
Before t hem ,qse, black and dunb, the i nposi ng Mss  of
bui | di ngs Wi Ch gj ared Wi th their thousand g 555 W Ndows

at the jntruders, as if to gagy
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" Be offt  YOU have no business to attenpt the penetra
tion of our secrets . ’

MaX and Ctto consul ted.

"W vi11 assail the Ogae as that is the one with which
| @Mbest acquainted, " said Max.

They bent their steps westward, and soon arrived before
the monunent al ar¢ch, Which bore on its front the letter O
The two massive oaken goors, full Of grear iron pajs, Were
closed. MAX appr oached, and struck them several times
With a g ge stone taken fromthe road.

The echo al one resounded.

"Come . towork. hecriedto Gto.

They had nowto recommence the troubl esome wor k of
t hr owi ng their pope Over the goor, until it Met with some
obstacl e on which it woul d jypy catch. This was gifficut,
but they succeeded at |, and MBX and Qtto surnount ed
the war1, and found thensel ves in section O

"WWhat a nuisance  exclainmed oo, |ooking found .
"where is the use of al our trouble - VM8 have made but
little progress O sooner have We gor over One ygp,
t han We find anot her before us . ’

"Silence in the ranks . returned Max.  Here we are

inny ol d wor kshop. I @aMnot gorry to see it again, that
we May possess oursel ves of certain tools Whi ch We shall be

sure to need, not forgetting a few packet s of dynam te."
As he spoke they ent ered the great casting-hall, t° whi ch
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the young Alsacian had been adnitted on his arrival at

the factory.
Howdi smal i« now, ooked, Wi thits furnaces gy ngui shed,

its rails rysted, its dusty Cranes extending their gaunt arns
inthe 4, like SO mANY gal | ows. Al this struck a chill to
the peart, and MBX felt that SOME diversion to their ideas
woul d be pl easant.

"Here is a wor kshop Which will interest you nore," he
observed, |eading the way to the cant een.

Qtto followed gpedientiy, and showed unnistakable
signs Of satisfaction as he caught signht of a whole regi ment
of red, yellow, @Nd green botties, drawn up in order of
battie on a wooden smeif.  Several boxes of preserved
neats and other good things Were also there nore than
enough to furnish themwith a substantial preakfast, the
want of which they began O feel, so, having spread
the food on the counter, the two young MEN fell to.

Whi ISt gating, MBX considered what was next to be
done. There was no use in even ypjnking 9 scaling the
wall of the Central pBjock, as it WAS prodigiously high,
isolated fromall the other pyidings, @nd without a ,gjec
tion on which to fasten a ygpe. 10 find the door of
whi ch there Was probably only °ne€ it woul d be pecessary
to go through 2! the sections, anything PUt an easy task.

Dynamite could be used, though that Was gangerous, for
it seemed jppossible that Herr Schultz should have
P
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di sappeared Wi thout consiructing traps in his deserted
territory, O establishing counter-nines to the mnes which

those Who wi shed to take possession Of Stahlstadt woul d
not fail to form But no fear of this coul d deter Max.

Seeing that Qtto was NOW refreshed and ested, Max
went with himto the end of the road which fornmed the
axis of the gectjon, up to the foot of the huge freestone
wal | .

" What say you 10 attenpting @ blast here " he asked.
" shal | we pierce the wall and |,y a train of gypanite -

"1t will be hard work, but We are not afraid of that
replied Qto, ready !0 attenpt anyt hing.

They first had to |4y bare the foot of the yg i, then
introduce a lever between tWwo gignes, |00sen gpe, and
finally, WEh @ g1, pierce several little parajjel trenches.
By ten o'clock all WAS prepared, the dynanmite i its place
and the mat ch | gnted.

MaxX knewthat i« woul d burn for five pjnutes, and as he
had noticed that the canteen Was ynderground, and was a
regul ar stone-vaulted ceijar, he took [efyge there with

ato.

Suddenly every building, and even the ceqa, were

shaken as if by @n earthquake. Then, al st mredi at el v,
a tremendous roar, resenbling the sound of three or four

batteries t hundering @ once, rent the air.

In two or three seconds a perfect aval anche of stones
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and debris showered down far and wide. Then began an
uproar ©f breaking roofs, crashing beans, falling walls,
mi ngl ed Wi th the sound of a cascade of broken g .

When the frignru din had ceaseq, MBX and ato
ventured forth fromtheir retreat.

Accustoned as he was to the terrific effects of an
expl osion, MBX Was perfectiy astonished at the results of
this one. Half of the section had been bl own ,, and the
dismantled walls of all the pnejghbouring workshops e
senbl ed those of a bombarded town. ON al sides the
ground Was strewed with peaps of rubbish, @nd pjeces Of
glass @Nd pagrer, whilst clouds of dust gertjing down, fell
like SNOW ON the ruins.

atto and MAX hastened to the inner wall.

Fromytifteen to twenty feet of it had been thrown gown,
and on the other side of the preach, the ex-draughtsman
of the Central Bl ock could see the well-known p,, where
he had passed SO many nMoNot onous hours.

AS the p| ace WAS NO | gnger guarded, it WAS S00N entered.

still the sane silence ever ywher e.

MBX passed in review the siudios, Where forperiy his
conrades adnired his gjagrams. !N one corner he dis
covered the ygry hal f-sketched gyawj ng °f @ steam engi ne
on which he had been gpgaged When Herr Schultz
summoned himto the park.  Inthe reading-roomlay the

papers and faniliar books.
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Everyt hi ng bore the Iook of business suspended, ©°f 2
sudden j i erruption O Work.

The two friends had NOW reached the inner Iinits of the
Central Block and stood before the g which MaX
bel i eved divided t hemfromthe par .

"Are we to make this fellowdance too - asked Qto.

"Perhaps; but first We can look for a ggor, which a
sinpl e fusee could send ¢ yjpg »

They proceeded, therefore, to skirt the wall around the
park, from time to time pgpkjng a detour to avoid a
bui I ding jutting OUt like @ gpyr, or to clinb a fence. But
they never lost gigy of ;;, and were soon rewarded for
their troubl e, by com ng to a | ow, nar r ow door.

Intwo minutes Qtto had bored a gjpjet hole through
the oaken paners, and Max, applying his eye to the
opening, perceived Wi th |jyely satisfaction that on the other
side |ay the {ropical park, Wth its eternal verdure and
SUMMTET  enperat ure.

" One nore door to blow ,, and we shall be in the
place  he exclaimed to his conpani on.

" A fusee for a pjece of WOOd like this would be too
gr eat an honour, " returned Otto.

And as he Spoke he struck a heavy bl ow on the postern
wi th an axe he carried.

1t had not begun to give way, however , when they heard
a key turned, and two bolts gjjpped back.
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The door half opened, though held inside py a thick
chain.
"Ver da- (\Wo goes there, demanded a hoarse

voi ce.
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CHAPTER xwi 1.
PARLEY BEFORE THE CI TADEL.

THE two young MeN were iittie prepared for such a
question. It astonished themnore than ir phey had been
Met py a rifie shot.

MaX had had a great nany conjectures about this
mysterious town, and the yery last thing he had expected
Was that a |jying bei ng Woul d qujer1y demand the reason of
his visit.  H'S enterprise, legitimate enough, under the
supposition that Stahlstadt WaS conpletely deserted,
assumed guite another zspect, When the .y was found
still to be inhabited.

That which in the one case was but a kind of archaeol o
gical inquiry, in the other became an attack py force of
arms, and bore the character of a pyrgary.

These reflections rushed in ypon the mnd of Max with

such force that he stood as it struck dunb.
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Who goes there ?" yapeated the voice, inpatiently.
There Was certqainly SOME reason for jppatjience. FOr

intruders to have reached this door phy overconi ng SO many
obstacl es, scaling valls, and p|owi ng up half the town, and
then to have pothjing to say ON being sinply asked, “Who
goes there 2 was somewhat ;s onj shing.

Inhalf a minute MAX became aware of the awkwar dness
of his position, @Nd he ygpijeq in German

" Friend or eneny, Whichever yoy like. | wishto gpeak
to Herr schultz. "

Directly he uttered these words an exclamation was
heard fromthe ot her side of the door

"Ach!"

And {prough the opening MBX could discern a red
whi sker, half @ prist1y moustache, and a dull eye, Which he
i mredi atel y recogni sed @S bel ongi ng t© Siginer, one of
the uncouth pejngs WNO had been ordered py Schultz to
guard him

"Johann Schwartz!" exclaimed the with a sort

gi ant,
of stupidjoy, Johann Schwartz i

The ynexpect ed return of his prjsoner S€€Med to astonish
hi mas nmuch as his mysterious di sappearance Must have
done.

" Can 1 gpeak to Herr Schultz 2" repeated MBX, finding
that this excl amati on was the gp|y answer he received.

Si gi mer shook his head.
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"NO order! "he said. "Can't COME in here without an
or der

" At least yoy can tell Herr Schultz that | @Mpere, and
want to see him"

" Herr Schultz not here. Herr Schultz gone - " replied
the giant, With a shade of sadness in his tone.

" But where is he - \WA€N w11 he be back »

" pDon't KNOW. Instructions remain as before, NO one
can enter W thout an order 1~

These i sjointed Sentences were all that Max coul d get
from gigimer, WNO to any other guestions Maintained a
dogged and obstinate silence.

Qtto at last becan® jppatient.

"Where's the use of a5king permission to enter?" said
he. It is MUCh easier to take it !

And he shoved agai nst the door to ¢ry and force it gpen,
It was held py the chain, however, and a nore powver f ul
armthan his soonshut . and yapj g1y drewthe bolts.

" There nust be several MEN behind there . cried Qto,
rather humiliated at this result.

He appiied his eye to the ginjet-hole, @Nd uttered a cry
of surprise.

" There's a second g; ant -

' Ar i ni us, NO doubt," returned Mpx, inhisturn putting

hi s eye to the hole.

"Yes! It is Arninius, Siginer's conpanion."”
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As he gpoke, another yoice, apparently fromthe gy
caused MVBX to raise his head.

"Wr da?" it said.

This time i« was Arminius WNO spoke, | ooking Over the
top Of the g, Wwhich he had reached py nmeans of a
| adder .

"Cone, you KNOW vell enough who it ;, Arninius!"”
returned Max. Wl you open, yes Of NO -

These words had scarcely !eft his |jps WheN the nuzzle
of a gun Was pojnted Over the yaii, and a bullet jyst grazed
the bri mof Qtto's hat.

) Very well, here's an answer for that " excl ai med Max,
who, placing SOME dynanite under the door, blew it into
fragnments.

A breach bei ng thus made, Qtto and Max, their gyns in
their hands, and their knives between their teeth, sprang
into the par k.

The | adder stiii |eant against the NOW ot tering wall, and
at its foot were traces of pjgod, but neither Arm ni us
nor gjgimer Were there to bar the progr ess of the
adventurers.

The gardens 1ay before themin aii the richness of their
veget ati on.

Qto Was gg j ght ed.

“What a magni fi cent place " he said " but Iook out .

W had better proceed !ike sharpshooters ~These sour-



218 THE BEGUM S FORTUNE.

krout-eaters are MDSt |jkely watching for Us hiding
behi nd the bushes '~

MaX and Qto gseparated, and each {aing One side
of the walk which gpened before them they advanced
cautiously fTOmtree to (ree from mMoUNd to nppund, after
the MSt approved principles o strategy.

This was a wise precaution. They had not gope a
hundred yargs When a second shot wWas heard, and the
bark of the tree MAX had just quitted flewin gpiinters.

"This is serioust DOWN on the ground! " ejacul at ed
Qto.

And, adding exanpl e t° precept, he craw ed on hands
and knees yp to a thorny thicket pordering the square, in
the centre of which rose the Bull Tower.

Max, Not fol|owing this advice quickly enough, narrowy
escaped another pyjer, and opiy avoided a fourth py
darting Pehind the trunk of a paimtree.

"Fortunately these fellows shoot no better than raw
recruits !" called out Qtto to his friend.

"Hush!" returned Max. "Don't ygy see the smoke
hangi ng about that W ndow on the groynd-fioor > The
villains are in anbush there.  But | nmean to p 5y thema
trick in my turn‘"

In a rice, MBX had cut a good-sized stick from the
shrubbery, ON which he hyng his coat, placing his hat on

the {op. Having thus inprovised @ very presentable
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dummy, he stuck it in the ground, so that the hat and
sleeves alone Were vyisible, then, gliding up t° ato, he
whi sper ed in his ear

"Just keep themanmused py i ing at the window, first
from your place and then frommine. 1'm off to take

themin the rear 1~

And Max, leaving @10 to skirnish, crept cautiously
away t hrough t he bushes.

quarter Of an hour ,agseq, whilst about twenty shots

wer e exchanged Wi thout result oOnN either side, t hough
Max's coat and hat were coppletely riddied with bullets.
AS to the window blinds, Gtto's gun had sent theminto
shivers.

Suddenly the firing ceased, and Qto gistinctiy heard a
stifled cry of

Help ' help  !'vegot him

TO leave his spelter, fly through the shrubbery, and
spring in at the wi ndow, took Qtto but a nmonent.

Struggling desperately on the fjgor, entwi ned like two
serpents, Were Max and g gimer. Surprised by the sudden
attack of his adversary, WO had forced an inner door, the
giant had been unable to use his weapons. But his
hercul ean gtrength rendered hima fornidable eneny, and
al though thrown to the grqung, he had not lost pope of
gaining the upper hand. Max, ON his side, displayed
remarkabl e yj gour and qi1ity.
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The ¢igne Woul d cerpainiy have terminated in the death
of one of the conpatants, had not Gtto's intervention made
aless tragic €N possible. THE LWO { gget her SOON di sar med
Sigimer, and bound him so that he could NMDVe neither
hand nor foot.

" Waere's the other fellow?" asked Gtto.

MBX pointed to the further end of the room Where
Arnini us | ay pl eedi ng N @ bench.

" Has he been shot 2 he asked.

"Yes," replied to.

Toget her they €xam ned the pogdy.

"Quite dead " said Max.

"If so the rascal pjght have died in a better cause!”
exclainmed Qto.
" Here We e masters of the pjacel "said Max. "So
NOW to serious business. Let us first explore the study of
the great Herr Schultz -

From the room in which the last act of the si ege had
been performed, the two young MEN proceeded through
the suite of apartnents whi ch led to the sanctum of the

Ki ng of Steel.
Qtto was lost in admiration at the gjgp of such

spl endour .
MBX sniled as he | ooked round at him and gpened, One

after the other, the doors of the pggnjficent rooms, Uil

they reached the green-and- gol d apartnent.
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He had expected to find somet hing new, but nothing SO
strange @S the spectacle whi ch here lay before their oyes.
1t looked j,sr as if the General Post-Office of New York
or Paris had been robbed and its contents thrown pej. el
on the tioor. ON gyery side Were peaps of letters and

sealed packets, ON the yriting-table, ON the chairs, ON

the carpet. They waded knee- deep in a flood of paners.
Al the financial, industrial, a@nd personal correspondence
of Herr schultz, br ought to the letter-box in the park wall,
and faithfully carried in by Armnius and Si gi mer, had
here accunul ated in their master's g¢yqdy.

How many questions, WNat expectations, What anxious
suspense, What pjgery and tears were enclosed in those
voi cel ess gnyel opes addressed to Herr schultz. \What
mllions of nppey, too, MO doubt, iN paper, cheques, bills,
and orders of all sorts

Everything rested here notionless through the absence
of the gnjy hand which had a gy to break these ¢ . ¢,
but inviol abl e seals.

"We have now, " said Max, " to discover the secret door
of the |aporatory !"

He pegan by taking a1 the books out of the bookcase.
This was usel ess  he coul d not find the masked passage Ne
had traversed in conpany Wi th Herr schultz.

Invain he shook the panel s ON€ by one, and, With an

iron o4, Which he took from the pantelpiece, tapped
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themin succession. In vain he struck the wall in the
hope ©f hearing it give forth @ hollow sound. It was
very evident that schultz, uneasy a NO |gnger bei ng the
sole possessor Of his secret, had done zugy with that
door.

He nust necessari|y have opened anot her.

" But where > asked Max. it nust be here somewhere,
as Arminius and g gj ner have prought the tetters to this
room Which Herr Schultz doubtless continued to use after
Ny departure. ! KNOW gnough of his habits to be sure
that, after prjcking up the old passage, he woul d wi sh to
have another close at hand, and conceal ed from ;qisitive
eyes' Can there be a {rap.door Under the carpet -

The carpet itself showed no gjgng of @ cut  but none the
less Was it unnailed and raised. The {4 exami ned bit
by bit, showed ot pj ng suspi ci ous.

" HOW do yoy knowthe gpening is in this roomat ai »
asked ato.

"1 @M gy certain of o, answered Max.

" Then the ceiling only €I NS to be gypjored, " returned
Qtto, springing on to a chair.

H's idea was to get yp to the lustre and sound the
central rosew th the butt end of his gypn.

However, no sooner had he grasped the gj|ded chan
delier, than, to his extren® g, ,jse it Sunk under his

hand.  The ceijing opened and ieft to view a wide gap,
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fromwhich a jgn . self-acting steel ladder siid down ievel
with the fioor.

It WasS a distinct invitation to ascend.

"Here we aret Cone g ong!" said Max, conposed!y,
and jmediately began to MOUnt the jadder, closely

fol | oned by his friend.
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CHAPTER xvi11.
THE KERNEL OF THE NuUT.

THE { gp of the steel ladder was fixed close to the wall of a
vast circular chanber, there pgjpg NO conmunication with
the exterior. it woul d have been in conpl ete darkness
had it not been for @ gaz71jng White |jgn Which streamed
t hrough the thick gj 555 Of @ pyj|+s.eye, fixed inthe centre of
the oak floor. For purity and brilliancy it mght be
conpar ed to the moon, when she is in her full beauty.

Perfect silence rgjgned Within these nute and gyqess
walls.  The two young MEN jpagined thenmselves in the
ant echanber of a tonb.

But before pending over the g aqq MBX hesitated for a
monent. He had attained his gpiect . THE gecrer, to
which he had COMe to ganistadt, Was about

penetrate
to be reveal ed to him,

Thi s feeling, however, SOON passed off-  Toget her he and
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Qtto knelt beside the disc and |ooked down into the
chamber beneat h.

A horrible and unexpect ed sight MEt their astonished
gaze.

The giass disc, being CONVEX 0N both giges, formed a
lens, WNiCh jmensely increased in size all gpjects Seen
through it

Here was the secret |aporatory of Herr schuitz. The
intense g are Whi ch shone {pyough the gisc, as it fromthe

lantern of a |jgnthouse, CANME from a double electric | gpp,

still purning in its airless pei1, peing incessantly fed py a
pover ful voltaic pije

In the middle of the rgom motionless as pprple, and
enor nous! y magni fi ed bythe refraction of the |gns, @ human
formwas seated.

Pieces and gpjjnters Of shells were strewn on the ground
around this gpectre.

There was no doubt about it 1t was Herr Schultz
himsel f, recogni sable by his horrid grinning mouth, and his
gl eaming teeth —but a gigantic Herr schultz, suffocated
and frozen by the action of a terrible colg, caused by the
expl osi on ©f ON€ of his ¢ jghitu engines Of warfare.

The ki ng of Steel was seated at his tape, hol ding @n
enornbus pen like a lance in his hand, as if he were
witing. Had icnot been for the stony giare Of his dilated

eyebal | s, and his set nmout h, he woul d have appear ed still

Q
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living. Here this awful ¢orpse had been for a ppnth,
hi dden fromaii ¢ es and NOW discovered like a mManMDt h
which has been concealed for ages in the gaciers Of
the Polar |eqions.  Everyt hi ng around hi mwas frozen, the
re-agents N their o the water in its recejvers, and
the nercury inits reservoirs.

In gpite Of the horror of this gpecracie, MAX'S first
thought Was one of satisfaction that {hey had been
fortunate enough to be able to observe the interior of the
| aboratory fromthe gurside, for it he and Qtto had entered
they must infallibly have been struck dead.

Max soon guessed how the fearful accident had gceyrred,
when he marked that the fagnents scattered on the gr ound
were small of He knew that the inner case of

pi eces gl ass.
Herr schultz's gyffocating projectiles contained |jquig
carbonic acid, @nd tpat, to resist the enorMOUS ,essyre, it

was formed of tenppered giass, Which has ten or twelve
times the ordinary strength . the great fault of this peyy-
invented production, however, is that, by SOME nysterious
action, it often syddenl y burstswi thout any apparent reason.
This was eyidently What had pappened.  Perhaps the
interior pressure had helped to provoke the explosion Of
the shell geposited in the japoratory . a any rate, the
di scharged acid, ©ON returning '© @ gaseous state, Nad

occasi oned afearful | gyerjng Of the syrroundi ng at nosphere,
even to a hundred degr ees bel ow zero.
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The eftects had indeed been goppthing awful. Death
had surprised Herr Schultz in the attitude he was in at
the time of the explosion, @nd in a MOMENt he was turned
into ice.

One circumstance which Max particularly noticed, Was
that at the time of his death the gj ng of Steel Was engaged
inwriting.

What was inscribed on the sheet of paper |ying beneath
that tifeless hand» 1t would be jpieresting to KNOW the
last {hought, and read the last words of such a man.

The ditficuity WasS to procure the paper. The idea of
breaki ng the disc so as to descend into the | gporatory coul d
not be entertained for an instant. The ga5 would have
i mredi at el y fushed out and suffocated eyery |iving being.
The risk of prjngjng @ sudden death ypon thensel ves coul d
not be run pprely for the sake of gatistying their curiosity.
Max, therefore, seeingthat the yjting as well as gyerything
else Was so wonderful Iy magnified @Nd prijjjantiy illumin
ated, endeavoured to read it froma distance. pBegj ng vel |
acquai nted W th the nandwriting of Herr schuitz, with a
littie trouble he at tast MBde out the ¢ o owing !ines.

Accor ding to the usual custom of Herr schurtz, it Was
rather an order than an instruction.

"Order toB. K. R Z toadvance the projected expedi
tion against Frankville by a fornight. AS soon as this

order is received execute the neasures | have devised

Q2
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they MUSt this time be gyerwhel ning @nd conpl ete. Do
not alter an iota of what 1 have decided ypon, ! W sh that

inafortnight Frankville should becone a ¢ty of the dead
without a gyryjving inhabitant. I hope for a nodern
Ponpei i, to be at once aterror and an astoni shment to the
whol e worl d. I f ny orders are properly executed, this
result will be inevitable.

"You will send the bodi es of Doctor Sarrasin and MaX
Brucknmann to me. | wish to have them

Schul t

The sjgnature WAS unfinished, the final z and the usual
flourish pej ng wanti ng.

Max and Gto gazed hute and notionl ess at this strange
spectacle, feeling @ If they Wel'€ yjtnessing the invocation
of SONM® ng| j gnant geni us.

But it was time to leave the dismal gcene, and the two
friends, agitated DY conflicting feelings, deéscended from the
roomabove the | aporatory.

There, inthat dark tonb, o, WNEN the electric current
tailed, the | anp Woul d be extinguished, the corpse ©of the
Ki ng of Steel would remain g one, dried yp like a munmy
Phar ach, V\,homtwemy centuries had not reduced to dust .

AN hour |aer, having uUnbound g giper, WhO seened
puzzl ed to KNowwhat to dowith his jpe iy, Ctto and Max
quitted Stahlstadt, and took their wgy back to prankville,
whi ch { hey entered the SAMe gyepjng.
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Doctor Sarrasin Was pysy in his gtydy When the return
of the two young MEN Was announced to him

"Tell them to come in'" he exclaimed. " CONME in
qui ckly!"

"Vl 2 said pe, as soon as the friends presented them
sel ves before him

" boctor, " replied Max, " the news We pj ng from stahl-
stadt will pyt your MNd at rest for a jgong time.  Herr
Schultz is no nore. Herr Schultz is dead .

" Dead . excl ai med Doctor Sarrasin.

The good MBN remained {houghtful for @ fewpppents,
wi thout yitering another word.

' W dear fel|ow " he said at |, " can you under st and
that this pews, Which gygnt to make ne rejoice, Since it
takes fromus the dread of the {pjng | MOSt execrate, war,
and the most sy, unreasonabl e war ever heard of! can
you understand how, against @' reason, it Makes my heart
ache - on, why should a MaAN of such powerful intelligence
have constituted hinsel f our eneny - V\hy did he not use
his rare intellectual guajtjes fOr the benefit of his fellow
creatures - HOW nmuch wi sdomhas been |, whi ch woul d
have been so yg yaple, had it been associated with ,5 and
used for a CONMMDN gpject -+ Al this at once struck e
when yoy said " Herr Schultz is dead = but NOW tel
e all that yoy KNOW of this ynexpected event.”

' Herr Schultz," replied NB.X, ! has Met his death in t he
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nysterious laboratory, which, W thsuch diabolical jpgenuity,
he had striven to render inaccessible to-all others. No one

but hinmself ever KNeW of its gxjstence, @and no one con
sequent |y €oul d penetrate into it to pripng hiMype,  He
has fallen avictimto that marvellous concentration of all
hi's plans in his OWN phapds, on which he had so grroneously
relied. By the will of proyidence, his desire of pejng
hinmsel f the gey toall his prgiects, has been turned to his
OWN destruction .

"1t could not have been otherwise. answered Doctor
Sarrasin.  Herr Schultz started with a totally W ong
noti on. For, indeed, is not the best gover nnent the one of
whi ch the chier, ON his death, Can be mMOSt ougiiy repl aced,
and whi ch will continue to WOrK gppothiy, just because aii
the machinery is open @nd visible -

"YOU will e, doctor,” said Max, " HOW aii that has
happened in Stahl stadt bears out what you have said. W
found Herr Schultz seated before his gesk, that central
poi nt Whence came aii those orders so i icitly obeyed by
the Steel gy, and which no one ever dreant of sputi ng.
Deat h had ieft Ni M eyery appearance Of ire, S0 that for a
NOMeNt 1| thought the spectre Would have spoken to us.
But the inventor has fallen by his OWN invention He was
killed by one of the shel I's, wi th whi ch he hoped to destroy
our town, just as he was signing his Name to the order

for our extermnation. Listen:"
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And MBX read al oud a copy he had taken of the horrible
words written py Herr schultz.

Then he added

" The greatest proof Of the death of Herr gehyitz, even
it We had not seen pim is that gyerything around him has
ceased to live. There is pothing breathing in Stahlstadt.
AS in the paace Of the g eeping Beauty, S|umber has
suspended @l iire, and arrested gyery nNOvenent. The
effects of the master's death patfarextended, Not only to the
servants, but also to the ppehjnery. "

"Yes," returned Doctor Sarrasin, "We see in this the
justice of God . From;ngyiging in his hatred ggainst us,
and yrgj ng On his attack with such boundl ess (ancour, Herr
Schultz has perjshed. "

" That is ¢ye ~ answered MBX " but now, doctor, let us
leave the past and think only Of the present.  Although
the death of Herr schultz gjyes peace tO us, it causes the
ruin of the wonderful business he created. Blinded by his
success, and his hatred of France and yq, he had gyppiied
large Numbers of cannon and weapons to any one Who
m ght D& our enemy, Without gettjing sufficient guarantees.

In spite of this, and aIthough t he payn‘ent of all his debts
woul d take a |gng time, ! believe that a g¢rong hand coul d

set Stahlstadt ON its |egs again, @Nd turn to a good purpose
all that has been hitherto used for an evil one. Herr

Schul'tz has only one likely heir, doctor, and that is you.
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Hi s work must not be al lowed to fail to the ground entirely.
It is too MUCh the belief of this world that the gnly profit
to be drawn from a rival force is in its total annihilation.
Thi s is not really t he case, and | hope you will agr ee wth
M that, ON the contrary, it is OUr gyty to endeavour to save
fromthis i mrense weck ail that can be used for the benefit
of humanity. Now, ! @M yeady to devote pyself entirely
to this task."

Max s right,” Sad ato, grasping Nis friend's hand,
"and here @M, ready also to Work under his grgers, if
ny father will gjye his consent.”

"I certainly approve, Iy dear jads,* replied Doctor
Sarrasin. Yes, Max, therewill be no want of capital, and,
t hanks to you, | shal | hope to have in the resuscitated
St ahl stadt such an arsenal that Nno one in the world will
ever henceforth dream of gt acki ng Us: And as we shall
then be the girongest, WE MuUSt at the same time endeavour
to be also the nDSt ;.5 We MUSt gpread the benefits of
peace and justice all around.  Ah, MBX . what enchanting
dreams . And when 1 feel that, With you to help e, ! can
at least acconplish @ part, | 8K nyself why yes, why
have | not two sons. V\hy are yoy not the brother of

Qto W& three wor ki ng together, it S€EMB as if pot hjng

coul d be j ppossible!”
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CHAPTER xi x.
A FAM LY AFFAI R

PERHAPS in the course of this veracious narrative We have
not been gysficientiy COMMUNI cative about the pergonal
hi story of those WhO have pjayed SUCh prominent parts in
o W MAY now, therefore, be all owed to stop in order to
give & fewdetails [ ggar dj ng t hem

It Must be acknow edged that the good doctor was not
SO entirely taken up with the idea of collective humani ty,
as to perge in it the wel fare of individuals. He had, there
fore, been struck py the sudden pq o Which gyerspread
the countenance of MBX as he uttered his last words. He
sought toreadin the yoyng MN'S eyes the cause of this
sudden emotion. The silence of the older MAN seemed
to question the engineer, as it he eypected him to
speak, DUt Max, nastering himself with a strong effort,
i medi ately Tesumed his composure.  H'S conpl exion
reassuned its natural i, and his attitude WaS pgrely
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that of a MAN WNO gypects the continuance of an i nieresting

conversati on.

Doctor sarrasin, slightly provoked at this evidently

assumed cal mess, approached Nis young friend, and with
afaniliar gestyre, laid his hand ypon his wist, just as he

woul d on that of & parjent, WNOSE pyjse he wished gyie1y,
unobt rusively tO feel.

MaX allowed this natural | y Wi thout apparently noticing
the doctor's intentions, @nd as he did not gpen his
lips

’ l\/y dear \px," observed the old ngn, T We will put off
our conversation about the future gegjny Of Stahlstadt to
SOIe ot her tine. For although We are vowed to the wor k
of | apouring to anmeliorate the condition of pankind, it is
not forbidden us also to gccupy ourselves with the fate of
those WE |ove of those WO are nearest to us. |, |
think the time has COMe to tell yoy What a young |ady,
whose Name | will Mention presently, replied NOt |ong ago
to her father and ppther, WhenN for the twentieth time that
year they had been asked for her in gy age.

"The ;i oposal's were, for the most ... such that even
the most fastidious could have had no reason for |efysing
them and ye this young WOIMBN 3 ways said ~NO.

At this point MBX drewnis hand gyay with a sudden
movenent fromthe doctor's gra5p, and the e, as it he
was satisfied ON the gypject Of his patjent's health, and had



A FAM LY AFFAIR. 235

not noticed that both his armand his confidence had been

wi thdrawn, quietly continued his giory,

"“'\Well, now said the ppther, to the young |ady oOf
whom speak, 'just tell [TB the reason of these continued
refusals.  Education, fortune, position, good Ilooks, al are
there. V\hy this decided no so resolute and proppt, to
requests Whi ch yoy don't even take the trouble to consider

atittie > YOU are not ysyally SO very perenptory -
At this the g deternined togpeak ciearly @Nd frankly,

and t her eupon replied

I say NOwith as MUCh gipceriry as | would gay yes,

dear npther, if the yeg CANME [y fromny heart. 1 agree
with you that several of the matches you have proposed to

ME are perfectly unexceptionable . but, besides [y belief
that nost of those addresses were pajg NDre to what is
consi dered the pesy, that is the richest match in the tgun,
than to MB pyse ¢, and that that idea does not incline ITE
10 say yes, | Will venture to tell yqy since ygy Wi sh ;, that
none of these proposal s is the one | hope for, the one
that | still gxpect, @nd which, unfortunately, ' may have to
vait a | ong time (o, ifit ever CONMES at all

"' What ’ ny dear, "’ sai d the not her, in surpri se,
‘you

"She did not end that geptence, for Want of gknowi ng
howto finish , and in perplexity turned to her pyspand,

wi t h | ooks whi ch pl ainl'y begged for hel p and advi ce.
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' However, as he did not intend to interfere in the
di scussion between the mother and gayghter until a tittie
mor e |jgn had been thrown on the gypject, he put Oon an
obtuse ., and counterfeited so well that the poor girl,
bl ushing W th enmbarrassment, and perhaps With a titte
anger, suddenly deternmined to make a clean breast of i.

"1 said, dear mpther,' She continued, that the pr oposal
I hoped for might be @ very 1ong tiM® in coping, and
ni ght possibly Never COME at ail. | add that this gg ay,
al though SO indefinite, W!l neither hurt nor astonish me.
I have the misfortune to be very Tich e, whose proposal |
hope for, is very poor . therefore, he will not make ; and
he is fign. It isfor hi mto wai t

" V\hy not for us to speak/ said the ppther, wshi ng,
perhaps, 10 prevent her daughter from yiierjng Words she
feared to hear.

" Then the husband  nter posed.

) My dear,* h€ saiq, aftectionately, taking his vife's hands

in pis, it is not with i mpuni ty that @ npther, reverenced
by her daughter @ you are, CaN constantly in her presence
sing the praises Of @ fine, NANASONME {10y, who, ever since
she was porn, has been alnmost one of the ¢4y that she
remarks to gyery ON€ 0N the o ity Of his character, that
she giories in What her husband g,ys When he has occasion
inhisturnto boast of his remarkabl e ;e jgence, OF speaks

feelingly of the thousand proofs of devotion he has received
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fromhim. 1f the Who saw this young man, distin

girl

gui shed both py her father and her ppther, had not

admi red hi Myg seis. she woul d have failed in her ,
ersel f, duty

Ch, father . cried the throw ng herself into her

girl,
mother's arps, to hide her confusion, if you guessed, Why
did youy Make Me gpeak

) ‘V\hy » returned the father, ' why, but to have the j oy
of hearing you, MY darling, that ! night be s nore
certain that | Was not pjstaken, to be able at last to tell
you that both yoyr mother and 1 approve your choice, that
your heart has been g4jyen Where We wished and to gpare @
poor and pr oud man from maki ng a pr oposal , at which he
feels @ reluctant gejjcacy, ! Wil dO it pyself yes, ! Will
do ,, because | have read his heart as | have read yours
Cal m yourserf then.  ON the rirst favourable opportuni ty,
I will ask Max, . by any possibility, Ne would care to
beconme y son-in-law .

Taken unawares py this sudden ,eroration, MBX had
started to his feet as it MOVed py @ gpring. QL0 gijentiy
grasped s hand, while Doctor Sarrasin held out his arnms.
The young Alsacian Was ;¢ as death. But does not
happi ness SOMBtiNMes take this gppearance When i enters

W thout war ning into & strong heart .
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CHAPTER XxX.

CONCLUSI ON.

FRANKVI LLE, released fromai gnyi ety, in peace wWith its

nei ghbours, el governed, happy, thanks to the good
behavi our of its jnphabitants, is highly prosperous. I'ts

success is SO jystly merited that it causes NO gpyy, and its
strength enforces the rggpect €ven of the MoSt warlike.
Under the iron rule of Herr schuitz, the gty of Steel was
a terrible panufactory, @n organi sed source of destruction
but, thanks to MBX Bruckmann, the |iquidation Of its debts
was effectedwi thout loss to gny one, @Nd Stahl stadt becane
a centre of production, unsurpassed by any Other jnqustry.
Ayear ago, MBX becane the happy husband of jeannette,
and the birth of a child has ;gcenty added to their fqpiciqy.
As to ato, he worked gallantly under his brother-in-
law s directions, @nd seconded ail his efforts. H's sister is
hopi ng Soon to see hi mmarried to a friend of pers, Whose

good sense will preserve her husband from any rel apse.
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The wi shes of the doctor and his wife are thus tyied,
and to pyt it in a few yords, they are at the zenith of
happi ness @nd even of giory if gjory ever entered into the
pr ogr anme of their honest anbitions.

W\ may NOW be assured that the future pg ongs o t he
efforts of Doctor Sarrasin and MAX Bruckmann, and that

the exanpl e of Frankville and gianistadt, as nodel

and panufactory, W!! not be lost ypon future generations.






THE

MUTI NEERS OF THE " BOUNTY. "

CHAPTER .
TURNED ADR! FT.

NOT a breath of wind, NOt a jppie ON the surface of the
ocean, not a cloud in the gy The gpendid constella
tions of the Southern Hepjsphere shone with eoquisite
brilliancy. 1DN€ Bounty lay motionless, Wth drooping
sails, as the pigne wore on and the npon, turning pale
at the approach ©f dawn, rilled the air with dim and
uncertain yjgn.

The goynty, @ vessel of two hundred and fifteen tons
burden, Manned by @ Crewof tor ¢y six, had teft gpjthead
on the 2¢rd of Decenber, 1787, under the conmand of
Captain Bligh, & rough, bUt experienced seaman, who
had acconpani ed Captain Cook on nis last yoyage Of
di scovery.

The gpecial object Of this yoyage ©of the Bounty Was to

obtain pjants Of the bread-fruit tree, which grows " pro-
R
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fusion in the Tahitian archipelago, and to carry them
to the Antilles.

After yemmining for six months in the By of watavai,
Capt ai n Bl i gh, with a cargo of a thousand bread-fruit trees,
set sail for the WBSt |4 es, stopping at the Friendly
I'slands for a short tinme.

The suspi cious @nd passjonate character of the captain
had [epeatediy Occasioned gjsagreeable Scenes between
him and his officers pyt, When the sun rose on the
nmor ni ng of the 28th of April, 1789, the per f ect tran-
quility whi ch prevail ed on board the Bounty was dis
turbed by no token of the serious events about to
take pjace.

By-and-by the apparent tranquility Was broken py
unwonted animation gnpng the crew. the seamen pgt,
exchanged two or three words in yhjspers, and then
separat ed quietly. What could be gojng on -

" ADOVE all (hings, MRKE NO noise, friends, Said Fletcher
Christian, the second officer of the Bount y. " Load your
pistol BOb but do not fire tit 1 give t he wor d. Churchill,
take a hatchet to burst gpen the lock of the an5ipn g cabin
door, and, Mark pe, 1 must have hi maiive."

Fol lowed py a dozen seamen, armed with gupes,
cutlasses, and pigois, Ohristian gijded between gecs,

wher e he pl aced t WO sentinels before the cabins of Stewart

and Peter Heywood, the one the poatswain, the other
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a nidshipman ©f the pounty, @nd then, passing on, he
stopped at the captajn s door.

" Cone, lads 1" he ¢ jeq, "OneE good shove all toget her !"
The door yje|ded to their vigorous bl ons, and the seamen
rushed into the cabin.

Confused py the darkness, and, perhaps, reflecting ON
the serious nature of the giep they had taken, they
hesitated for a nonment.

"Hullo! What's the matter? VMO dares -?"
excl ai med the captain, junpi ng out of his cot.

"Silence, Captain Bligh!" answered Churchill. “sj|ence,
and do not attenpt tO resist, O | ill gag you

" YOU needn't trouble yourself 1O dress, added Bob
"you WI!l cut gquite 2 good enough figure @ you 2are

when you are dangling at the yard-arm'"
"Lash his hands behind his pack, churchill,” said

christian, —and hoist hi Myp on deck 1

" The nost tyranni cal captains Need be feared No | gpger,
when one knows hOW to set about geajing Wth them"
remarked John Smith, the phj|osopher Of the crew.

Then, W thout carjing -whether or not {hey awoke the
rest of the crew, they returned on deck.

It Was a regular nutiny. O the officers on board
besides christian, Young alone, One of the pjdshipnen,
had nade conmDN cause with the nutineers.

AS to the crew, those WHO hesitated at tirst had been

R 2
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obliged tO give in, Whilst the other giticers, W thout arms,
and without a |eader, remained gpectators Of the drama
whi ch Was pejng acted before their gyes,

Al were drawn up in silence on the geck, and gazed at
their captain, who, half-naked, hel d his head ; gh in t he
m dst of these men, WNO ,gyai|y trenbled before him

Captain Bligh " Sa8d cnristian, roughly, "you are
deprived Of your command. "
"1 do not recogni se your right,” replied the captain.
" Do not waste tine in useless protestations,” interrupted
Christian. 1 NOW speak the sentinents of the poynty's
crew VA8 had scarcel y et Engl and When we had g ready

reason to conpl ai n °f your insulting suspicions, your brutal
oroceedings. VBN 1 say we, | MBAN the officers as well
as the seamen. V& not only could not obtain the satisfac
tion which was our gue, but yoy set aside our copplaints
With contenpt + Are We gogs, that We should be abused
0N gyery occasion > Scoundrels, ruffians, liars, thieves,
you had no expression strong enough, NO abuse coarse
enough for US . |ndeed, had we patiently borne such
a |ire, W& should have been unwort hy to be called men,
And , your countryman, who know your family, and
have g ready made two voyages under yo, have you
spared M~ Did yoy not accuse ne, only yesterday, Of
stealing SOME wretched fruit » And the pen, they are put

in irons When g,ijqjess Of @ faut. FOr a tritie they are
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condenmed to receive two dozen lashes. ||, everything
is paid for inthisworld.  YOUu have been too liberal with
us, Bligh It isour turn NOW, YOU are about to gypjate
the insuits, the jpjustice, the mad accusations, the moral
and physical tortures with which yoy have overwhel med
your CTeW quring @ year and a pa¢, and yoy shall pay
dearly for them. capiain, you have been jydged by
those Whom you have offended, @nd you are condemmed.

I's that (igne, shipmates ?
"Yes, yes, death, death to the yrang1~ shouted the

greater NUMDEr of the seanen, threatening their captain.
' Captain Bligh " Fesumed cnristian, " some have spoken
of hoisting you dangling t° the yard-arm between gxy and
sea  others propose to MAKe your back taste the cat you
have so fyeejy bestowed ON pejrs, until yoy die under the
infliction.  They lack jpggination. | have a better pjgp
than that Besides, you are not alone g,jjty in this
mtter. Those WhO have g uays faithfully €xecuted your
orders, however cruel they were, Would be in gegpajr at
havi ng to submit to my command. They deserve to bear
you conpany Wherever the wind pgy drive yo,  Lower

the | ongboat ! "
Christian's last Words were received with a NMur mur of
di sappr obation, which, however, did not seem to trouble

him  captain Bigh, WhO was not intinidated by these

menaces, profited by the NOMBNT' S silence to gpeak.
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"Officers and pen, " he saq, in a firm ygice, "in ny
character of officer in the royal navy, COmMMENder of the
Bounty, | protest against the treatment with which 1 am
threatened. If yoy have had reason to copplain of the
way ! have exercised My power, you night have had e
tried py @ court-martial. But, doubtless, you have not
reflected ON the serious consequences Of the act you are
about to commit. TO |4y hand on your captain is to put
yoursel f in revolt against existing |@Ws it vill render a
return to your native country inpossible, and will cause
you to be treated like pirares  SOONer or later yoy will
COMe to an jgnonini ous death, the death of traitors and
rebels. In the name of honour and the obedience yoy
swore to pg, | SUMDN ygy toreturn to your duty !

"M KNOW perfecty vell towhat We expose ourselves, "
replied Churchill.

' Enough Enough‘" cried the crew ready for any
deed of viol ence.

"well, v said gign, if you MUSt have a yictim let it be
me, but Me alone. Those of My conpani ons whom you
condemm wi th Me have on|y obeyed Iy orders

The voice of the captajn Was NOW drowned py a chorus
of vociferations, @nd he was gp|jged to renounce the pope
of npvi ng those pjtijess hearts.

Whi | e this Was goj ng on, arrangenents for the execution

of christian's orders had been nade.



TURNED ADRI FT. 247

However, @ijvely dispute had arisen anong the nutineers,
some of WhOMuwi shed to abandon captain Biigh and his

friends without gjying them a weapon, ©r |eaving them
an ounce of bread.

Some and it was also Churchill's advice t hought that
the nunber of those W0 gyght to Ieave the gpip Was not
large enough. They MUSt get rig, h€ saig, Of all the MeN
who, Not peing directly inplicated in the po, Were not
safe.  They could not depend On those WhO contented
themsel ves With nerely accepting acconpl i shed facts. AS
to himself, his back was stiit sore fromthe lashes he had
received for geserting at Tahiti. The pest, and the nost
rapid Way ©f healing it Would be to deliver the captain
over to him. He would know well how to eyenge
hi msel £, Wi th his own hand .

" |-|ayward! Hallett 1» exclainmed cnristian, addressing

tWo of the gffjcers, Without gk ng any notice of Churchill's

observati ons, get into the boat.
"What have 1 done to you, christian, that you shoul d

treat M thus 2" said Hgyward. " YOU are genging M to
ny death 1~
" Recrininations are useless . Obey, Or else

Fryer, inwth you tOO‘"
But these officers, instead of goi ng towards the poat,

approached Captain Bligh, aNd fryer, Who- seemed the

MDSt deternined, bent forward, saying
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" Captain, Wil you try to retake the gpip W& have
N0 arps, it is true, DUt the nutineers, if surprised, could
not resist. If a few of us are yjjjeq, What matter . W
can but ¢, What do yoy think

The ofticers were g ready preparing to throwthenselves
on the mytineers, WNO were NOW p,qi|y engaged i" naki ng
ready the |ong boat, when churchill, Whose notice these

words, brief as they were, had not escaped, summoni ng
several well-armed pen, forced theminto the boat.

"Mllward, Mspratt, Birket, and you others,” said
Christian, addressing SOME of the seamen who had not
taken pary in the mutiny, go el owand choose what ever
you value nost . YOU are to acconpany Captain 8iigh.
You, Morrison, |00k after those fellows . pyrcell, take
your carpenter's 'chest, | Wil allowygy to have that."

TWO masts with their o5, nairs, @ saw, @ piece Of sail
cloth, four small yeqgs €ach containing twenty-four quarts
of water, ahundred and ¢ty pounds ©f biscuit, thirty-two
pounds of salt pork, Six bottles of wjine, six bottles of rym
the captain's Wi N€ case, Were ai the stores and proyisions
they Were to be all owed to take.

They Were gjven, besides, tWO or three old syords, but
fire-arms of any description Were refused them

"Where are Peter Heywood and Stewart?" asked
Bligh, When he was in the boat. ~ HAVE {pey also petrayed
me?"
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They had not petrayed him but Christian had resol ved
to keep t hemon board.

The captain NOWhad a moment of gj scouragenent and
very pardonabl e weakness, which, however, did not jast.

" onristian, he saig, T give you Ny word of honour
to forget all that has j,si occurred, if you wW!l give up
your abominable pjan I beseech yqy, think of my wife
and fapijy . Should I perjsp, What will becone of them-

"I'f you possessed any honour,” answered cnristian,

"things Would not have reached this ich 1T you

your sel f had t hought a little NOre often of your wife, of
your fanily, and of the wives and fanilies of others, you
woul d not have been so harsh, SO pjyst, towards ail

of us!"

The boatswain's mate, as he Was eppar ki ng, endeavour ed

inhis turnto soften Christian. Al in vain.

I have been gyffering 190 |ong," he replied, bitterly.
“You do not know what my tortures have been. pNg, it

cannot last a day | onger . and, besides, you @ € NoOt jgnorant
that, all this ygyage, 1. the second officer of the ¢, have

been treated like a dog = However, in separating nyself

fromcaptain siigh, whom inal propability, | shall never
see again, | Wish fromy, not to take fromhimai pope
of safety. Smith, go t0 the captain's cabin, and p; ng hi m
his clothes, Nis commission, his journal, @nd his portfolio.

Also, give hi m my nautical charts, and my OWn sextant.
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He wi11 thus have some chance of pejpg able to save his
conpani ons, and get out of the scrape himsel f1*

Christian's orders Were performed, though not without
many obj ections fromthe crew.

" And now, Morrison, cast o~ e€xclained the master's
mate, NOWthe conmander of the goynty, and leave them
to the pgrcy of God -

Wil st the nutineers saluted captain Bligh and his
unfortunate conpani ons Wi th ironical cheers, the unhappy
Christian, |eaning against the hamock nettings, could
not take his gyes fromthe geparting boat. This brave
officer, WNOSe conduct, loyal and gpen, had ajuays, tin
then, Merited the praises Of all the commanders under
whomhe had geryeq, Was to-day NO better than the chief

of a band of He could never see again ©ither

pirates.
his old npther, Of his petrothed, Of the Isle of Man, his
native pace. HE had sunk in his OWN seif-esteem and
was dishonoured in the gyes Of everyone.

Chasti senent was g ready fol | ow ng his crime .
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CHAPTER 1.
VOYAGE OF THE LONG BOAT.

W TH her ei ght een passengers, officers and nen, and the
scanty provisions She contained, the boat which carried
Bligh Was so loaded that her gunwal e Was ony fifteen
inches above the level of the sea. Twent y-one feet |ong
and six w de, she was a useful gpj, s boat for so numerous
a crew, but for such a voyage as she was destined to
perform She appeared utterly unsuitable.

The gaijors, confident in the skt and gpergy of their
captain and officers, WNO were NOWail jojpeq in the sane

tate, TOWEd i gorousiy, @and the boat rapidiy sped through
t he waves.

Bligh Nad no hesitation about what he was to do. He
wi shed first of all to ggajn @ SOON as pogsjpl e the island
of Tofoa, the nearest of the friendly Islands, WhiCh {pey
had onjy teft a few gays before {pey Would there collect
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bread-fruit, @nd renew their store of water, and then run
for Tonga- Tabou. They would there obtain a sufficient
quantity OF provisions to last them i tpey could reach
the Dutch settlienents in Timor, i through fear of savages,
they did not wish to touch at gpy of the numerous
ar chi pel agos Scattered here and there On their ygy.

The first day passed without jncident, and p; ght Was
falling WNEN they sighted the coast of Tofoa.  Unfortu
nately, the shore Was so ;qgcky, and the cliffs SO greep, that
it Was jnpossible to disenbark that pign  They nhust
wait for gay.

Unl ess it WaS apsol utely necessary, Bligh did not nMean
to touch their provisions. 1N€ island would have to
nourish his MeN and hinself. That seemed g ¢ficut, for,
On first |anding, NOt @ trace of inhabitants was to be met
with.  Sone, however, soon NMBAE their appearance, and,
bei ng Wel | received, others cane, WhO prought themuwater
and a few cocoa-nuts.

Bligh's perplexity Was grear. VAL was he to gy to
these natives, who had g ready trafficked with the poynty
on her last visit > Al gpy cost it WasS pecessary to hide
the truth, SO @ NOt to destroy the prestige Which the
strangers had before acquired. Could they say that
they Were sent for proyisions for their gpip whi ch was
out at sea -

That was jnpossible, for the Bounty Was not yisipie,



The Engiish and the natives.
Page 252.






VOYAGE OF THE LONG BQAT. 253

even fromthe {gps of the hills, Should {pey state that
their vessel Was wrecked, and t hey were the gp y survivors »
That was the story MOSt |jyey+ to be credited.  perhaps
that woul d touch the hearts of the natives and i nduce t hem
to complete the provisioning Of the boat.  pjgh deter

m nedto say this, though it WaS danger ous, @nd he cautioned
his MEN to adhere to the statement, SO that they m ght !

agr ee.
On hearing this the natives made no sign Of either

joy or sorrow Their faces only expressed profound
astoni shment, and it Was jppossible t9 guess What they

t hought .
On the 2nd of May, the nunber of natives from ot her

parts Of the island increased to an g arning extent, and
Bligh SOON guessed that they had hostile intentions.
Sone even tried to haul the boat yp on the spore, and
only drewback before the gnergetic demonstrations of the
captain, WhO nmenaced themwith his cutiass. Whilst this
Was going on, SOME of the pen, whom Bligh had sent to
search, brought Dack three gq|ons of water.

The time had cone for quitting thi's inhospitable island.
At sunset all Was [eady but it Was not gasy to gajn the
boat. The beach was covered with natives, clashing Stones
against €aCh other, ready to throw The boat yept off a
fewfathoms fromthe snore, and gpjy touched jg; as the

MEN wer e yeady to enbark.
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The English, really uneasy at the hostile I ook of the
savages, Wal ked down the peach, in the midst of two
hundred natives, WNO Were evidently only waiting 2 signal
to rush ypon them  However, al got safely i "0 the poat,
when one of the guiors, NANMBA Bancroft, inprudently
returned to fetch SOME article he had forgotten. !N @
second, the foolish MAN was surrounded and felled with
stones, Nis conpanions, having NO firearns, being unable
to help him At the same time tphey themselves were
attacked, and stones rained upon them

"Cone, lads,” Shouted gjgn, "bend to yoyr oars and
pul hard. )

The natives followed theminto the geq, and showers of

pebbl es fel! upon them —Many MeN were wounded = but

Thomas Hayward (there Were two pjdshipmen of that

Name pel ongi ng t© the Bounty), picking up & stone whi ch
had fallen into the poat, took ai mat one of their assailants

and hit hi mbetween the o5,  The sayage feil back with
a ¢y, Which was answered py a cheer from the gngijsh.
Their unfortunate cont ade Was gyenged.

By this time several canoes had 1eft the shore and were
giving chase. This pyguit could have ony ended in a
combat, the issue of which could not have been fayourable,
when the master had a prjgne idea.  Wthout gyspecting

t hat he was inmtating Hi pponenes in his race wth
Atalanta, N€ stripped ©ff his jacket, which he threwinto
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the sea. Th€ natives, |eavi ng the prey for the shadow,
stopped tO pick it up, @nd this expedient permitted the
boat to double the pojpg of the pay

In the meantime pignt CanMe on, and the gayages
di scouraged, abandoned the chase.

This first attenpt at [landing WaS too yn|ycky to be
renewed = such at least Was the gpjnjon OF Captain Bligh.

"W nust NOW COME to a resolution, he said. "The
scene which has jyus; passed at Tofoa will occur again, !
@M certain, at Tonga Tabou, and wherever else We may
t ouch. So small a nunber as We e W thout ¢jrearns,
woul d be apsol utely at the percy Of the savages. Having
no articles for parter, We could not by provisions, and it
is i npossi bl e for us to procure t hem by force. \/\e are
reduced to our OWN resources —and yoy, MY friends, know
as well as I do, NOW nmiserable they are But would it
not be better to be contented with them rather than at
each |anding to risk the lives of SOME of our party >
However, | do not wish to hide anythjng of the horror of
our situation fromyg,  TO reach TinDr We have pear|y
twel ve hundred |eagues to run, @and yoy Must be satisfied
wi th one ounce of biscuit and a gyarter Of @ pint Of water
a day  Safety can be obtained at this price ony, and
also on the condition that yoy yield M inplicit obedience.

Answer NE without reserve. DO you consent to attenpt

the enterprise? WII you sSwear to obey My orders,
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what ever they may be. WIl you promse to submi t
wi thout purnuring to these privations

" Yes, yes, WE swear it " excl aimed g | gh's conpani ons,
wi t h one voice.

’ Ny friends,” resumed the captain, " We nust also forget
Our reciprocal wongs, OUI antipathies, and our hates, in
one word, sacrifice OUr personal grudges t° the interest of
, Whi ch nust al one gyj ge Us
"W prom se. "

"1 you keep your word, " added gign "and ir need pe,
I can force yoy to dO go 1 will answer for your safety."
A course was now steered to the WN. W  The y; nd,

al |

which was sirong, blewa regular gale by the evening of
the 4th of May. The waves were so pjgh that the boat

di sappeared Petween them and could hardly struggle up
again. Every moMent the ganger increased. Drenched
and chiiieq, the unfortunate MBN pad] not hing to confort
them on that gay but a g ags Of FUM and the quarter of a
hal f-rotten bread-fruit.

During the next and fo||owing days their condition did
not jnprove. I1N€ boat passed by & feW isiangs, from
whi ch several canoes pyt off.

WAs it to give chase, OF toO try and barter » In any
case it woul d be i pprudent tO stop. The poat, therefore,
her sails filled With a fair preeze, SOON left them far

behi nd.
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On the gp of My again @ terrible storm broke over
them  Thunder and | gntning succeeded without jnierrup
tion. The rain fell With a force, Of Which even the nost
violent storms of our climte fail to giye an idea. It Was
inpossible tO dry their clothes. pgjjgh then {pgyght of
pl ungi ng theminto the q¢5 and thus to i npr egnat e t hem
With o, S0 as to pring back to the skin a iittie of the
war nt h carried away by the rain. These torrents of |,p,
however, Which caused so much suffering t© the captain
and his conpani ons, spared themother tortures stiti nore
horrible, the tortures of (hirst, Which unbearable heat
woul d soon have proqduced.

On the pprning of the j/th of pay, after @ frigntful

gale, conplaints became general .
"W\& shall never have strength to reach New o | and, "

cried the unfortunate crew. "Vl {hrough by the rain,
exhausted by farigue, WE shall never have a noment’s
rest . VM are half dead with hunger . W!l you not increase
our rations, captain: VWAt matters it it our poroyisions
do raii » WM& can easily replace themon 4 iying at New
Hol land .~

"1 refuse,” replied Bligh.  That would be to act like
tools.  WWhat . W\ have only crossed half the distance
we had to run when cast adrift to reach australia, and you
are already discouraged DO you think, besides, that
you Wil find it gagy to obtain proyjsions ON the coast of

S
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New Hol I and - YOu KNnow neither the country nor the
i nhabi tants ’
ANnd g j gh described in a gyaphic way the nature of the

soil, the manners and custons of the patives, the small

dependence they MUSt place ON @ friendly reception,
everything, indeed, that his yoyage Wth captain CoOK
had aught him For this time his coppanions !istened
and wer e sil enced.

For the next fifteen gays they Were cheered py a
bright sun, Which dried their clothes. ON the 2/th they
crossed the reefs which border the eastern coast of New
Hol land. The sea was cal m behind this coral pe¢, and
several groups of isiands, covered with exotic vegetati on,
rejoi ced LheiT sight.

They landed, and advanced cautiousiy. MNO traces of
the natives did tney find, except SOME sjgns Of fires. It
was, therefore, possible !0 pass @ good night On shore.
But they had to eat. By great good !uck one of the
sailors discovered a bed of gygiers, Which furnished them
Wi th a regul ar feast.

The next day Bligh found in the boat a pggnifying
glass and a tinder-box. This enabled themto procyre fire
to cook ganme or fish.

Bl i gh then proposed to divide his crewinto three partjes
one to stay and put everything in order in the poat, the
two others to go and search for food. But several nen
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conpl ai ned bitterly, declaring that they would rather go
wi t hout their dinner than venture into the .ont ry.

One of them Mnore violent or nmobre bold than his
conpani ons, went so far as to ggy to the gaptajn

" One AN is as good as anot her, and 1 don't see why
you should a|ways take your ease. If you are hungry go

and get sonething to eat . For ai the good you do
could do as well .

Bligh, knowi ng that this nmutinous gy must be pyr a
stop to. i medi at el y se€ized @ cutiass, @nd ¢ prowi ng anot her
at the rebel's teer, he excl ai med

" Defend yoursers, O 1 will kill you like @ dog

Thi's energetic attitude soon pyoyght the mutineer back
to reason, and the general discontent was cal med.

During this rest the boat's crewcollected an abundance
of oysters and other gheii-fish, as well as a supply of fresh
wat er .

A e further on, in the Endeavour g aits, of two
detachments, sent out to chase tortoises and noddies (,
species Of sea-fow), the first returned with enpty hands,
the second with gpjy six noddies but {pey would have

taken pgny more had it not been for the gpstjnacy of one
of the hunters, who, straying frOMhis conrades, frightened
the birds. This MAN zcknow edged afterwards that he
had panaged to get hold of nine noddies, and had eaten
themraw on the gpor .
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Wthout the food and fresh water {hey found on the
coast of New, Holland, it is yery certain that gjjgn and
his conpani ons Would have perished. AS it vas, they
were in a NDSt igjapie condition, SO exhausted and
emaci ated as to resemble skeletons rather than jng.
nen.

The voyage 'O Timor, through @ little-known gea WAs
but a mournful epetition of the suiferings al ready endured
by these unfortunate IMEN before they reached the coasts
of New Holland. The gpy difference was that the
strength Of ai, W thout exception, Was MUCh diminished.
In the course of afew gays their |eqs DECANME gypi|en, and
while in this prostrate condition tpey were overwhel ned
with an incessant |onging for sieep. TNES€ gypptons, it
Was conj ectured, foreboded a ternination to their gyiferings,
whi ch could not be jong in coming. AS S00n as captain
Bligh perceived 'heS€ alarming synptoms he distributed
doubl e rations to the yeakest, and strove to jngpire them
wi th SONE hope.

At |, On the nprnjng of the 12th of jyne the coast of
Ti mor  appeared, after a yoyage ©f three thousand six
hundred miles had been acconplished under the nost
frightful @nd tryjng circumstances.

The Engli sh received an excessively synpathetic recep
tion at Coupang. and renmined there two months to

recruit. Captain Bligh, having Nere purchased 2 small
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schooner, sailed for gatavia, Which pl ace Was reached in
safety, and thence he enbarked for gngl and.

N the jath of March, 1790, the deserted IMEN |anded
at Portsnout h. The recital of the tortures t hey had

endured excited universal synpat hy and i ndi gnat i on.

The adniralty almost jpmediately fitted out the fpjgae
Pandora, ©f twenty-four guns, Wwhich, with a crew of a
hundred and gjxty nmen, Was sent out in gyt Of the
mut i neers of the Bount y.

VA& i1 now see what had becone of them
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CHAPTER /1.
THE MUTI NEERS.

AFTER Captain Bligh had been deserted in the open sea,
the Bounty set sail for Tahiti. The sane day she reached
Toubouai.  The gpijing aspect Of this littie jsjand, Sur
rounded by a belt of coral rocks, invited Christian to touch
there but the dermpnstrations of the inhabitants gppearing
t00 {hreatening, @ |anding WaS not effected.

On the 6th of June, 1789, the anchor was dr opped in
the roads of MatavaT. Geat was the gy prise Of the
Tahi tians ON ecognising the Bounty. ~ The nutineers soon
fell inWth the patives, whose friendship they had gai ned
On a previous occasi on, and to them hey told @ giory, into
whi ch  hey took care to pring the Name of captain Cook,
whomthe Tahitians well renmenber ed.

On the 29th of June the nutineers geparted for Toubouai
and pegan @ search for SONE island out of the ordinary

route of gpips, wher e the soil WasS fertile enough 1° supply
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themwith oo, and where they night live in gecurity.
They roved thus fromone group of islands to another,
conmi tting excesses of all gor¢s Which Christian's 4y horj ty
WaS rarely sufficient to preyent. Then, attracted once
nmore py the fetirity Of Taniti, and py the geprje and
easy hature of the jnphabitants, t hey returned to the Bay
of Matavai'. There two-thirds of the crew|anged, but that
Sam® eyening the Bounty wei ghed anchor and g sappear ed,
before the MEBN gyspected Christian of gpy intention of
goi ng W thout them

Left to their OWN esources, the seamen established
themsel ves without NUCH g e in different parys of the
i sl and. George Stewart and Peter Heywood, the two
m dshi pmen WHOM cnristian had  gycepted from the
sentence pronounced against Bligh, and had proyght in
spite Of thenselves, remmined at Mtavai' near the jpg
Ti ppao, Whose sister Stewart soon afterwards married.
Morrison and M Iward jojned the chief peno, WhoO recei ved
themueli.  AS tothe others { hey WeNt jpnjang, and before
| ong t 00k Tahitian wives.

Churchill and a nBd fellow named Thonpson, after
havi ng conmmitted all sorts of crjpes, CAME at last to bl ows.
Churchill Was killed in the giryggie, @Nd Thonpson Was
stoned to death py the natives.

Thus perished tWO of the persons WhO had taken the

greatest share inthe mytjny, The others, ON the contrary,
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by their good conduct, endeared thenselves to the
Tahi ti ans.

However, Morrison and M Iward, always seeing chastise
ment suspended OVer their heads, could not live guietly
in an island where they njght De SO gasijy discovered.
They, therefore, concei ved the idea of pyj|gi ng & schooner,
in which to reach patavia, there to conceal thenselves in
the midst of a civilised community. Wth eight Of their
conpani ons, having only & few o g nary carpenters' tools,
they contrived, Not Wi thout giffjcuity, to construct a snall
vessel, Whi ch tpey called the pesolution, nooring her in a
bay behi nd Venus Point but the jmpossibility °f procuring
sails prevented tNeMfromp,ijng to sea

Al this tinme, strong intheir jnnocence, Stewart cultivated
a garden, and Peter Heywood col lected materials for a
vocabul ary, Wwhich, 1ater, WAS Of great assistance to the
Engl i sh ni ssionari es.

Ei ght een MONths had thus passed away, when, On the
23rd of March, 1791, @ vessel doubled Venus pgint, and
anchored in Matavai pay, This was the pandora, sent in
pursuit Of the mutineers py the gnglish Adniralty.

Heywood and Stewart hastened on poarg, declared their
nanmes and rank, and said that ¢pey had taken no part in
the putiny; DUt they Were not peijeved, and were i me
diately put in irons, @ Were the rest of the MEN found on

shore, Wi thout the least enquiry having Peen nade as
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tothe truth of their statements. Loaded with ¢papns, and
threatened that they Woul d be shot should pey converse

in the Tahitian | anguage anong themsel ves, they VWere
shut yp in a cage €l evenfeet |55y placed @t the end of the
quarter-deck, 10 Which SOMe one versed in pyt hol ogy gave
the nane of Pandora's box.

On the 1gh of May, the Resolution, Which had been
provi ded with ss, and the pandora, put to sea For
three MONtNS { hey cruised gnpng the Friendly isies, Where
it Was gypposed that Christian and the rest of the nutineers
had taken |¢yge. AS the Resolution did not draw nuch
water, She Was of great Use in this cryise; but she dis
appear ed near Chat ham ;siand, and gt hough the Pandora
remai ned in the pej ghbour hood for several gays nothing
Was ever again heard of her or of the five seanen py Whom
she was manned. BKCr of t -

The Pandora was on her ygy back to gyrope with the
prisoners, when, in Torres siraits, she struck on a coral
reet, and went down with ypiryy.one Of her OWN pen, and
four of the nutineers.

The crewand the prjsoners WNO escaped gai ned @ sandy
island. There the officers and seanen shel tered thensel ves
under tents but the mytineers, exposed to the heat of a
vertical sun, Were gp|jged, in order to obtain a little (ofjef,
to pury themselves yp to their necks in sand.

The ¢astaways femained on this isiet for SONE ga s and



266 THE MUTI NEERS OF THE " BOUNTY. "

then a reached Ti mor in the Pandora's poats, the strict
wat ch kept over the nuti neers, notwithstanding the fearful
circunmstances in Whi Ch {pey Were pjaced, Never pejng for
a noment rel axed.

Reaching England in the month of jype 3792, the
nutineers were prought before a court-martial, presided
over py Adniral Hood. The tria lasted six days, and
was term nated by the acquittal Of four of the accused,
and the condemmati on to death of six gipers, for the crine
of desertion and carrying off of the vessel gjyen to their
charge. Four of the condemrmed were pypng on board
a ghip Of War  the tWO others, Stewart and Peter Heywood,
whose innocence Was at last gcknow edged, Wer'® pardoned.

But what had become of the goynty > Had she been
wrecked with the rast of the nutineers . This no one
coul d terr.

I'N isi4 [twenty-five years after the scene with whi ch this
narrative conmences, tWO English ships Of war were
cruising IN Qceania, under the COMMANG of capt ajn Staines.
They found themselves to the south of the gangerous
ar chi pel ago, 1N sight of @ mountainous and vol canic jsiand,
di scovered py Carteret in his ygyage round the yorjg, and
by hi mgjyen the NANME of Pitcairn Island. It Was a Mere
isier, almost without & shore, rising perpendicularly from
the sea, @nd clothed to its sUNMM t with forests of pal ns

and bread-fruit trees.
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This island had never before been visited it was twelve
hundred niles from tahiti, 25 4 south |,ituge, and
180 & west |ongjtude; it Measured four niles and a
hal f in circunference, and only a mle and a half across
inits widest po NO one knew what onor¢ Carteret
had gj yen of it

Captain Staines resolved to gyryey i, and ascertain if
a suitable place for | anding exi sted.

QN approaching the shore, he Was gsyrprised at seeing
huts, plantations, @Nd 0N the peach, 1WO natives, who, havi ng
launched a boat and gyjfyy crossed the g,; came
towards his vessel. But his astonishment was boundl ess
when (pey addressed him in excellent English With the
wor ds

" Hullo, you there  WII yoy heave us a [qpe, that We
may get On board

Directly they reached the deck, the tWO gtyrqy rowers
were surrounded py the ygndering sailors, who over
whel med themwi th guestions. Brought before the capiain,
they Wer € jnterrogated in form

"WAO are you?"

! w Nane is Thyrsday Cctober cnristian, and ny mat e
here is Ned young.

These names told nothing to Captain Staines, WhO was
far fromypjnking of the survivors of the goynty.

" How, ong have you !ived here 2"
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YW\ were born here. "

"Howold are you ?"

"1 @My ve-and-twenty, and Young s eighteen.”

" \Mer e your parents W ecked on this island -

The son of Fletcher cnristian, for such the yoyng MAN
was, then gave Captain Staines the fo| | owing Narrative

ON | eaving Taniti, Wwhere he abandoned tyenty-one of
his conrades, Christian, WO had on board an account
-of Cartaret's yoyage, steered towards Pitcairn |g|and, the
posi tion of Whi ch appeared to hi msuitable for the pan he
proposed. Twenty-ei ght MEN NOW conposed the crew of
the pounty. They Were Fletcher cnristian, the nidshi pman
Young, and seven seanmen, SiX Tahitians, three With yjyes,
a child of ten months o4 and three MEN and six wonen,
natives of Rouboua'f

The rirst care of Christian and his coppani ons ©ON
reaching Pitcairn had been to gestroy the Bounty, SO as
not to be discovered. This, Of course, prevented their leav
ing the island gq5in but it Was pecessary for their garery.

The establishnent of the littie ¢ol ony WaS not nade
wi thout gifficulty anpng persons WNOS€ onjy bond of union
was their CONMDN crine. Bl oody quarrel's SOOn broke out
between the Tahitians and the gngijsh. N 1794 only four
of the mutineers survived.  Christian had fallen py the
knife of one of the natives he had prought to the island.

Al'l the Tahitians had been nassacred.



THE MUTI NEERS. 269

One of the gngiish, WhO had discovered a way of
manuf acturing spirits [rOM the root of a plant, becane
brutalised by drunkenness, and, in a fit of deliri UMt renens,
threwhinmsel f fromthe oy of a ciiff into the sea.

Another, ina it of mpdness, attacked ygypg, and one of

the sailors, NAMBd john Adams, Was obliged to kill him
I'n 1800 Young died froma violent attack of asthma.

John Adanms was then the sole survivor of the nutineers.
Remai ni ng al one, with several WONEN and twenty children,

the offspring Of marriages Petween his ghipnates and the
natives, the character of jonn Adams underwent a

conplete change. HE was then not more than ip y.six
but guring those years he had been present at so pmny
scenes of violence and pjgodshed, he had seen human
nature under so many Sad agpects, that, ON | ooking Pack
on his conduct, he became an altered man.

In the jjprary of the Bounty, kept ON the jsiang, Were
a Bible and several prayer-hooks.  John Adams, WhO read
thems,equent1y, PECANM® converted, brought up the youth
ful popul ation, WO considered Ni Mas a tarher, in excellent
princi pl es, and pecame, in the nature of y; ngs, the jegis
lator, the hjgh priest, and, SO tO speak, the king of Pitcairn.

However, up to 1814, his alarns had been constant . In
1795, @ vessel had approached Pitcairn, and the four
survivors of the goynty hid thensel ves in inaccessible woods,

not garing to descend to the bay until after the departure
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of the ship.  John AdANB acted in the SAME way, when, in
1808, an Anerican captain landed on the jgang, from
whi ch he carried off a chronometer and a conpass, Which
he sent to the British adniralty  but the adniralty Were
not affected at the gjgny Of these relics of the goypty, there
bei ng sonet hi ng M€ j pportant to think of in Eyrope just
at that tine.

Such was the narrative gjyen t0 Captain Staines py the
t WO natives, English ON their father's gjqe, ONE the son of
Christian, the other the son of young . but when captain
Staines asked to see john Adans, the latter refused to
COME ON poard, until he knew how he was ey to be
treated.

The captain, having assured the two young NMEN that

John Adans was ., as twenty-five years had passed
since the pyutjny of the goynry, Went on gpore, Where he
was received by @ popul ati on conposed °f forty-six adults,
and a | grge NUMber of chitdren. Al were tail and g, qng.
of a ¢l early-narked English type, the giris especi al ly bei ng
remarkably pretty, the npdesty Of their manners pgking
t hem g ¢ oget her char i ng.

The laws in force in the island were of the si mpl est
character. ON a egister WAS noted aii that each one gai ned
by his work.  Mbney Was unknown, all transactions pgjng
made py Means of exchange . but there Was no pgnufactory,

as no materials were to be had. For | g¢pi ng the inhabitants
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WOr € | arge hats and belts of grass. Fishing and agriculture
Were their principal occupations. Marriages Were€ only
made with the pernission ©f Adans, and when the man
had cleared and pjanted ground sufficient for the gypport
of his future fapijy.

Captai n Staines, having collected MUCh curious inform
tion relating tO this isiand, thus |gng concealed from the
civilised world in the mDSt ypfrequented part Of the
Pacific, put 'O sea, @nd returned to gyrope.

Since that time thevenerable john AdAms has terninated
his checkered career. He died in 159 and was repl aced
by the Reverend john Nobbs, WNO then fuifilied in the
island the functions of 5510, doctor, and school mast er .

I'n 1853 the descendants of the mutineers of the poynty
nunbered a hundred and geyenty individuals. Since then
the popul ation Nad increased and becone so numerous hat,
three years fater, it Was decided to renove a number to
Nor f ol k | | ang, Whi ch until then had been used for convicts.
But the party Of emigrants regretted Pitcairn so much,
al t hough Norfolk was four tines |, qo its soil remarkable
for its richness, and |jy; ng there Was far gasjer, that after a
coupl e Of years' stay, several fanilies returned to pitcairn,
wher e ¢ hey continue to prosper.

Such was the issue of an adventure which had begun in
SO tragic @ way.

At i\ nutineers, nurderers, madmen, and pow, under
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the influence of Christian pprals, and instruction given by

a poor converted gaijor, Pitcairn Island has becone the

fatherland of a gentie, hospitable, @Nd happy popul ation,

anong V\lhom are found the prinmitive manners of the

patriarchal ages.
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