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PREFACE

A work like this requires little in the way of introduction. Individually
its contents have already made their bow to the public, they are but
gathered thus to renew old acquaintanceships, possibly, if the hope
be not presumptuous, to make their circle of friends a little larger. The
faces of a few, perhaps, wear the freshness that comes of forgetfulness,
but all have undergone the ordeal of a first appearance elsewhere, and
now present themselves in no other guise than that of “old stagers!
Criticism has long ago spent its force against them, and needs here to
be neither deprecated nor defied.

Equally unnecessary are any remarks on the history or philosophy
of Chess strategy. The “learned world” has probably at least as much
regard for problems as paradoxes, and those anxious to provide it with
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knowledge thereon may reasonably expect for reward a gratitude too
profound to be expressed. But that is not the object of this Collection. Its
purpose will be fully attained if it interests any one who, caring nothing
for the “why” or the “how,” delights in that particular form of enigma
that is propounded in terms of Chess.

In the selection of the various positions, the Author has been largely
guided by the popular judgment at the time of publication, and he has
included all those which have received in Problem Tourneys the more
emphatic recognition of a judge’s award. Without entering into particu-
lars of time and place, the following have won prizes, either separately
or as parts of successful sets, viz.:—Nos. 1, 15, 16, 21, 51, 52, 59, 60, 69, 89,
90, 92, 93, 100, 102, 104, 105.

163, NEW BOND STREET,
LoNDON



NOTES TO ELECTRONIC EDITION

This edition is based on the original edition, published and printed in
1887 by Jas. Wade, 18 Tavistock Street, Covent Garden.

All problems have been tested for unsoundness, using the compu-
ter program Problemist 2.20. Found errors have been indicated in the
stipulation: [t] indicates a problem without a solution in the stipulated
number of moves, [*] a problem with multiple solutions, and [§] the
existence of a short solution. In each case, further details are given in
the solution.

In the printed copy used to prepare this new edition, the unsound-
ness of problem 110 was noted, along with a suggested correction in
a marginal note. As it is not known if this is simply a correction of a
misprint, the details have been given only in the solution.

In a few cases, known sources for the problems have been added.

Solutions have been converted to algebraic notation, using ‘S’ to
indicate knights, following modern problem convention.
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Mate in two moves Mate in two moves

[Illustrated London News, 1886]

Mate in two moves Mate in two moves



11.

7 5
2
%/ %\% h/

,,,,,,

Z

Mate in two moves

Mate in two moves



THREE-MOVE PROBLEMS
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Mate in three moves
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FOUR-MOVE PROBLEMS
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Mate in four moves

Mate in four moves
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FIVE-MOVE PROBLEMS
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1. Rxes, ~
1. Re7, ~
1. Qbs, ~
1. Qcs, ~
1. Scg, ~
1. Rd7, ~

13.

14.

15.
16.

17.

TWO-MOVE PROBLEMS

7. 1.Qhe, ~
2. Q/R/P # 8. 1.Bcs, ~
9. 1.Sds, ~
10. 1.Qdi, ~
1. 1.Sbs, ~
12. 1.Beg, ~

THREE-MOVE PROBLEMS

2. Qhi, ~

2. Qas, ~

2. Qa6+, Beot
2. Rxc67, Kds
2. Rc6t, Kds
2. Sf5, ~

2. Beg, ~

2. Qxf3t, Kxf3
2. Qfst, Kxe8
2. Qf5+, Kxfs
2. f5+, Kes

2. Sbxc7t, Kf7
2. Qcat, K~

2. Bc3, K~

39
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SOLUTIONS OF PROBLEMS

2.Q/R/B ¥
2.Q/S#
2.S/R#
2.Q%
2.Q/S/P#*
2.Q/S#

Q/S#
Q/S+#
Qxco+
Bxf3#

. Bxf3#
.B/S#
. Sf5

. Reaf
. Sbc7#
. Sd4#
- Qeqt
3. Qf5F
3.Q#
3.Q+%



18. 1. Qe2, dxes

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

34.

1....84

1. Qc8, Ke4
1....Kca
1....Kc2

1. Qhs, Kxe3
1.... Bc6

1. Rc6, Sca
1. Qaz, S~

1. ... Kf8+

1. Rfs, Qesq
1. Bg6, Kbs
1. Sd6, Bxbs
1....Rxde6

1. Qes, fxes
1. ... Kxes

1. Rxes, dxe6
1.... dxes
1...ds

1. Qcy, ~

[1. ... Kxda!]
1. Qds, g2
1....Kd3
1....Kds

1. Re1, K~

1. Sds, bs
1....Kxds

1. Bg7, Bxg7
....Kxde
....Bfg
.Qd7, Kd4
....Bcq

. Sa6, Kds
.13

I

2.

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

2.
2.
2.
2.
2.
2
2.
2
2
2
2
2.
2.

2.

Qd?)r ~
Qf2t, Kxes
K~

Sb4, K~/P~
. Scdsat, K~
. Sbat, K~
. Qas, ~

Qdst, ~
Qhs, ~
Q(x)c7, Bxey
Rxd8t, Ke7

. Qfs,~

. Bhs, K~

. Sbs+, Kcg

. Kxg8, R~

. Se4, Kda

. Sf5, Kxf5/Kds
. Sxde, ~
.Rxd7t, Kxeq
.Rxdst, K~

. Qfat, ~

dst, K~

Sxest, Kd4
Qag, Kxeb6
Res(1), ~

Qf7, bxag/Rxf7

. QfST; K~

Sfat, Kxde

....Kdg

. Bxest, Kds
. Sc3t, Kxd6
. Qa7t, K~

Qxf51, Kda
Bf3t, Ke6
Scst, K~
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3.Q/S#
3. Qxda#
3.Q/S#
3.QF
3.Q%
3.QF
3.QF
3.Q/S#
3. S¥/R¥
3. Re8+

. Qxd7#
. Rxcs#/cas
.B#

. d3#
-R(x)ds%
3. Qd7#
3.Q%

3. S%/B#
3. Sg5%
3.5 %
3.Q/S#

W W W w w

3.Q/B+#
3. Qaif
3. Sd8#
3.R#
3.5%
-QF
.Re6¥F
. Sxbs#
. Sc3+
. Bf8#
.Q/S#*
e3¥f
. Scs#
.B/S#



35.

36.
37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.
47.

48.

1. Qh7, Rxc3

1. ... Rxb2

[ 1. Rd2t]
1.a5, g4

1. Qc4, Sxc4q
1. ... Kxfg
1....11IQ

1. Sc6, e5
1....Kd3

1. Re1, B~
1....Kgs

1. Sh3, d2
1...14

1. Sga, Bxga
1.... Bxes
1....d6
1....Re7

1. Qas, bg

1. ... Kes

1. Qfs, Kc3
1....5~

1. ... fxes

1. ... Kes
1.Sg7, e4

1. Qd1, Kxe4
1....e5
1....Kes

1. Sds, Bg7+
1. Bbi, Kf4
1....Kdg

1. Qh7, Rxe4
1. ...exds
1....Kxds

2. Beot, K~
.Rds+, Bxds

N

.Kag, ~

. Rxg3t, Kxd4

2
2

2, ... Kxfg

2. Seer, K~

2, Sxf51, Kxfg
2. Sf4, e4/~

2, Sfat, K~

2. Qg8, ~

2. Qest, ~

2. Sf4, Bea
2.Qcst, Keg
2. Sxgs, ~

2. Se3t, Ke6
2. Sgf6t, Ke6
2. Qdst, K~
2, Kb, ~

2. d4t, K~

2. Sxcqt, K~
2, Sf5+, ~

2. Qf6t, Kea
2. Sc6t, Kfe
2. Rxe3, Kxe3
2. ...Kds

2. Qd7, ~

2. Qds, Kxe4
2....€6

2. Bxe6, Kxe6
2. Rf6, ~
2.hg, ~

2, Sdfs+, K~
2.Qaz, ~

2. Qc7t, Kxbg

3.
3.

3.

Q#
Qxd3#

S#

3. Rd3#
3. Se2+
3. Rxg3¥
3. Qxfix
3.QF
3.QF
3.Q#
3.Q/R#
3. Sg6%
3. Sg5%
3.Q/P#%
3. Qf6#
3. Sxg5¥
3.5/Q#
3.Q%

3.
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

QF

- Qds#
.S/B ¥
. Bga#

- Qxfa%
. Sf5%
.Rds#
.Q/B#
. Bg6¥
.Sde6+
. Qds#
-Q/S#
.S#
.B#

- Qes#
. Rxd4#

2.Qd7t,Kxeq/Kea 3.QF

M1



49.

50.

51.

52.
53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.
59.

60.

61.

62.

1
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.Sd7, Kxes
...Sc6

. Rhs, Bxf6
. Sxes, Shé
. ... Rxe3
.Bxhg, ds
.Qgs, Qd2
....Kds

. Rxh4, Qxds+t
... C3

... Keq

. Sf8, Kes
... Kes

. Sd7, Kes
....C3

. Rbg, exf3
..€3
....Qg8
...de

.. 81Q

. Qg8, Rxg8
.Ba6, Qds
....Kda
.Qg3, Bxd3
e Qxgz
....B~

... Kcg

. Sc4, Rxeq
... Rxg2
.... Kxcs

. Kb7, dxes
... Ke3

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2. Scs, Keq
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

. Qcat, Kxfs
....Kf3

. Rest, Sxes
....Keq
.Sdeét, K~
.Sd7, ~

. Bf71, Ke4
.Rdg, ~
.Qg8, ~

. Qdst, Ke2
.Khs, ~
.Kf3, ~
.Qb7t,ds

. Qb7+, Kxe6b
.Rfs, ~

. Rfs5t, Kbg

. Scst, K~

. Qxd7t, ~

. Qxd7t, ~

. Qxes5t, Rxes
. Qfst, ~

. Rxc4, &c.
.Rd7y, ~

. Sf5, ~

. Sf7t, K~
.Reat, ~

. Qest, Kca

. Qf4+, Kxds
.Reat, Kbs
. Qfy, ~

. Se6t, Kxeq
.Qds, ~

. Qxgs, ~

. Bxes, dxe4

3. Qga¥
. Shg#
. St

. Qa6+
R#
S#
.Rca#+
.S/B ¥
.Q/S#
. Qdi#
.Q/R#
.P/R#%
. Qh7#
. Rhé6#
.Sd6#*
ag¥
.Q/R#
. Qds#
.Q/P#
.S/P %
. Sda#
- QO)f7

.R/B#%
.Q/P/S#
.Q/P%
Q#

. Bxds#
. Sge1F
3. Scif
3.Q/S%
3. Qxg2%
3.QF
3.Q/B#%
3. Qe2F
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63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.
69.

70.

71.

72,
73.

74.
75.
76.

77.

1
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=

.Qasg, f5 2. Rfst, ~ 3.Q/R#
1...83 2. Rf3, ~ 3.Q%

.Bd8,Rxh6  2.Qg7t, ~ 3.Q%
..C3 2. Sd3t, K~ 3. QxgaF
...Kda 2. Qg7t, Rxg7 3. Bfes
... Rfe 2. Bxfet, Kxf6 3. Qe6#+

. Be1, Kfs 2. Bg3t, Ke3 3.Qd3s#
... Kdg 2. Qfs, K~ 3.Q%
...dg 2. Bg3t, Kds 3. Qc6#

.Sd8, d5/Kds 2. Sxe6, ~ 3.S5%
...e5 2. Qfgt, K~ 3.B#
... Kf5 2. Qfat, Kgé 3. Rg8+
... Rxf1 2. Qfgt, K~ 3.B#

.Sd5, Kxds  2.Qc3, Kes 3. Qc6+
... Kb7 2.Qg7t, K~ 3.Q/B/S#
... Kbs 2. Qf6, K~ 3.Q%

. Sbs, Ke6 2.Sd7, K~ 3.Q/B#*

. Sc3, Kdg 2. Sfit, Kxc3/Kxe5 3.Q#
... Kbag 2. Sedst, K~ 3.Q/B#
.Rb7, Kc6 2. Rbs, ~ 3.R/B/S#*
... Sxg6 2. Rbst, Kc6 3. Bxd7#
... B~ 2. Rbst, Kc6 3. B(x)eq*

. Sace, Kds 2. Se7t, Kea 3. Re2#
...Qds 2. Se7, ~ 3.S/P#
Raz, d3 2. Rgé, ~ 3.Q%

.Rh8, f4 2.Rhs, ~ 3.QF

.... Bxf3 2. Qxf51, es 3. Qxds#*

2....Besg 3. Rh3#

.Qbz2, Kxe5/Kd3z 2.Qc, ~ 3.Q/B#*

. Rbi, Kfs 2.Rbg, ~ 3.S#
Sg2, d5 2.Qc3, ~ 3.Q+F
... Kf3 2. Shat, K~ 3.Q/R#*
... Sf2 2. Qest, Kds 3. Sfa#

. Qc3, Keb 2. dst, Kxd5/Kxd7 3.Q %

. ... Bxf6 2. Qbst, Kxd4 3.Qd3#

—cont.

43



85.

86.
87.
88.
89.

77.—cont.

78.

79.

8o.

81.

82.
83.

84.

1. Qc3, Bxd7 2. Qf3t, K~ 3.
1....Bag 2, Sb6t, Keb 3
1. Be6, Sxe6 2. Kxe6, ~ 3
1....Sds5 2. Sc6t, Kea 3
1.... Rdd2 2, Sc6t, Kd3 3
1. Ra7, Bxb2 2. Qxbz, c3 3
2....B~ 3
1....Sc7 2. Sxcs57, Ke3 3.
1....Kc3 2. Qest, Kds 3.
1. Qg7, Kea 2. Qg1, ~ 3.
1....Kcs 2. Qa7t, Kxbs 3.
1...13 2. Qa7, Ke4/P~ 3.
1. Kxf7, Sxd2 2. Sxe6t, K~ 3.
1....Kes 2. Qxe6t, K~ 3.
1. Kes, Sf7 2. Sxg6, ~ 3.
1. Bbg, Kes 2.Se3, ~ 3.
1....Rh8 2. Rxfa+, Kd3 3.
1.... Kxcq 2. Re3t, Kbs 3.
[1. Qfet+ 1. Qxhg]
1. Qf8, Rxc3 2. Bhat, ~ 3.
1....Kdg 2. Qde6t, Kxc3 3.
1. ... fxg1 2. Sd7+, K~ 3.
1....Rds 2. Bhat, ~ 3.
1....Rd2 2. Rxe3t, Kd4 3.

FOUR-MOVE PROBLEMS

1. Qc3t, Sd3 2. Rf8, d4 3. Sas, ~

1....Kfs 2. Rf8+, &c.

[1. Qh6t 1. Qg57]

1. Sc4, Bxc4 2. Re4, Sxe4 3.4, ~

1. Re3t, fxes 2. Re7t, Kf6 3. Qf1, ~

1. Bfs, g5 2. Bbs, gxfa 3. Sf5, ~

1. Bai, bs 2. Se8, Kes 3.Sde6t, K~
2....bg 3.Sd6, b3
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Q/P%

. ds¥
.Q/S#
. SasF

. Qxg6¥
.Ses¥

. Sxc5F

Qha
Sxcs#
Q/S+#
Sda#
Qda#
Q%
QF
Q/S+#
Q/R#*
Sba%
Qb6%

Q/S+#
Sas¥
Qb4+
S/R#
St5+

4.5%
4.Q/B#
4.B/R ¥
4.QF
4. Qd2#%



90.

9l1.
92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.
98.

99.

100.

101.

102.
103.
104.

105.

106.

107.

1. Qas, Be2
1. Qas, Bxga

1....bs
1....Sbs

1. Sh2, Rfs
1. Bhs, f3

1. Re7, b3
1.... Rxe7
1. Qg3, f4
1....Kds
1. Bfy, f6

1. Sas, Kb8
1. Kd2, Bh2
1. Bhi, Sd4
1. f3, Rxcat

1. Beat, Kxeq

... Kg4
.Rhs, c5

. Bf2, Sge2
. Bc6, Bxc6
. Qcs, cxd3

e e e

1. Rc7, ds

1..84
1....Kf5

1. Res§, f5

[1. many, f5
1. Rai, g5
1....86

2. d3t, Bxds
2. d3t, Kxes
[2. Qxgs5!]

2. Qb4+, Kes
2. Qxbs, Qg8
2. Qf7, Sxf7
2, Sd1, Kds
2...f2
2.Qd2,d4

2. Qh7, Be2
2. Qg6+, Kds
2. Sbat, Ke6
2. Sf3, exf3
2....Kga

2. Sf6, Kc8
2. Bxh2, f4
2. Sxd4, Kxd6
2. Qxc2, Rb2
2....Rcq

2. Qcs, Sdxcs
2. ... Sbxcs
2...ds

2. Rhi, Rxf2
2. Bc6, Kd3
2. Rhg, Sc3
2.Sd7, d2

2. Shs, Kxfs
2. ...dxc2

2. Rd7, Bde

Rd7, ~

. Qfit, Kes
.Ras, fxes4
Res, fxeq

.S8he, Ke7
.Ras, g5

(SN I ORI VIR
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3. st-'-l ~
3. Qe1f, Be2

. Bfat, gxfat
. Qxgs, ~
.Rgat, Rxga
. Bf71, Ke4

. Sxf2, Kds
.Sdst, Kds

. Qco6t, Kxco
. Qg6t, Ke7
.Rh2t, Kga
. Rgat, K~
.Bb7t, K~

. Kdi, Kes

. Kf3+, Kds
.eat, Kda
.Qdst, Rdsg
.Rds, ~
.Sde+t, Kds
Kfe, ~

. Sf6t, Kg3

. Bfg, ~

. a4, Kcs
.Rds, ~

. Sxf6, Kfa

. Sg3t, Kd3
.Rxde, Kxd6
... Kf5

. Qcst, dxcs
- Qbst, ds
.Rag, e3

. Rds#]

. Sf5+, K~

. S8he6, Ke7

. Qxe7t, Bxe7

4
4

4

4.

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

4
4

I T

-Q/R#
. Qci

- Qxfas
.Q/P#
. Sxf3%
Sfos
Bf7+
e4¥
Se6+
Sba#
Bdé#
She#
S+
S#
Bgi#
Kxe3+
Bes#
e4qf
Sfe+

. Rxgs5F
¥

. Rxgs¥
.R/B#
. Qbs#
.S¥

. Qfox
. Qe3#

- Qe7E

. Rxds#
.Rds#

. Qxds*
. dxe3*

.Ra8#
. Sf5+



108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

1. Rxf6, Sxf6
1. ... Kxfe
1. Qas, Kfs
1....f1Q

1. Bh7, Rc3
1...83

2. 5Sc8, Sxg4

2. Qg5+, Kf7

2. Qxds, cxds
2. Qxdst, cxds
2. Rbe7, d2

2. Rg7, Rc3

3.Sd7t, Kfs
3. Bhst, Kf8
3. Sxdst, Kfs
3. Be6t, K~
3.Rds, ~

3. Bxc3, ~

4. Se7¥
4.S#

4. Be6+

4. Sxds#F
4.R/B/P#
4.B/R#

[ 1. Bg6! The source has an note that used suggests +bPhs as cor-

rection. |
1. Sc2, hxga

1. Rf8, Sxes

[1 Rf5]

1. Se4, Sbd7
1.... Rxeq

1. Sa7, Bxb7
1....C6

1. Sf4, Req

1....Re3

1....Bda
1....81Q

...Rd3
...Ra3
.... Kxfs

. Rfa, gxfs

oo

[1. Sxe6 ]

2. Qes, dxes
2...de3

2. Bfs+, Kd4
... Kf3

N

2. Bc8, Rxeq
2. Qxe4, dxe4
2. Sbs, Kds

2. Sc8, Bf?

2. Qbs, Kd4
2....ds5
2....Rds

2. dxes, Bxe3
2....81Q
2....Be1

2. ... Kxf5

2. Qxc3, Bxc3
2. Qxc3, Kxfs
2. ... Qb1

2. Qast, &c.
2. Qxa3s, c4
2. Qxc3, &c.
2. Sxbs, d6
2. ... Kxc6
2. ... Rxh1
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3.Sc37, Kxcs
3. Qe6t, Kxcs
[ 3. Sc3/Sha#]
3. Sas, S~

3. Bdsf, Sf7

3. Qaz, ~

3. Bf1, ~

3. e47, K~

3. Qxf7, Sfe
3. Qco, ~
3.Qco6, ~

3. Qb1t, Rds
3. Qbs, ~

3. Qaz, ~

3. Qa4'i'; ~

3. Qaz, ~
3.dst, K~
3. Qxf6t, Keq
3. Qcat, Kxfs
3....Bds4

3. QfBT! K~
3. Sc3t, K~

3.Sde6, ~
3. Qcst, Keq

4. baF
4. Qco+

4.S%
4. Rxf7$

4. Qxds¥
4. Bh3#
4.Q/S#
4. Sde6F
4.Q/S#*
4.QF

4. Qxd3¥
4.Q%
4.Q%

4. Qc2¥F
4.Q%
4.PF

4. d3¥

4. Qe6F
4. Qds¥

4.Q+%
4.Q/P #

4. Qs
4. Qda#



FIVE-MOVE PROBLEMS

117. 1. Rf6t, gxf6 2.Qd2,ds5 3.exdst,Bxds 4.Be4,~ 5.Q#*
2....bxc5 3.Sxc6,dxc6 4.Ke8, ~ 5.Q%F
2....5¢c8 3.Sxc6, &c.
[ 1. Rd3!]
118. 1.Bc6t, Kxc6 2.Qc3t,Kds 3.Kds, Sest 4. Qxest, Kxes
5. Rbs#
119. 1.Re6,e2 2.Re7,e1Q 3.Sagt,Kxds 4.Sbe6t,Kd6 s5.Bas+
120. 1.Qbg, Re1 2.Sac6,bxc6 3.Se6,Sxe6 4.eqt, Rxeq
5. dxe4q#
[ 2. Sb3/Sf7!]

SOLUTION OF FRONTISPIECE

1. Qas, Sb6 2. Sa3, Sxa8 3. Scat, K~ 4. Bca#
2....€6 3.Bc2, Sds 4. Sc4#%
3...15 4. Qhs%
1....e6 2. Bxg4, Se2 3.Se8, ~ 4.B#
2...15 3.Qh8t, Keq4  4.Qda+
1....Kf5 2. Sdat, Kxg6 3. Qe8t, K~ 4. Sf5#
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